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He sat up, eyes fixed on me, and challenged me with the question.

| looked away in panic. | had no idea why | was so easily intimidated by him and his
piercing gaze, even though | did no wrong.

“I did not forget our agreement. The problem is my family has been pressuring me to get
married due to my age. My parents are getting old, so | do not want them to worry for
me anymore.”

Every time my parents called, they would nag at me to get a boyfriend. | did not have
anyone in mind at that moment, but | did not want to let them worry for me.

Michael silently stared at me for a while after | explained my situation. Then he said,
“You can find yourself a boyfriend, but until you get one, we maintain our relationship!”

| was frustrated by his offer and wanted to reject that proposal. However, | knew my
demand to end the relationship after receiving his money was unreasonable, so | had to
swallow my protest.

“Okay. Agree. We'll end our relationship when | get a boyfriend.”

It was not the perfect outcome | wanted, but | was relieved he gave me a way out of our
relationship.

“Um.” He gave me an intense look, acknowledged our new deal, and turned to sleep with
his back facing me.

| was relieved as that was a huge load off my mind. | fell asleep while thinking about
how to get myself a decent man in the shortest time possible.

When | woke up the next morning, | was a tad disappointed Michael had already left. |

should not have any desires for Michael as we would go our separate ways once | have

a boyfriend. With that thought in mind, | got dressed and left the apartment too.
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Over the next few days, | made finding a boyfriend my top priority and went on blind
dates every day after work.

Love was no longer a consideration for me. | had devoted myself to someone for many
years, only to be repaid with betrayal. | no longer had faith in that abstract concept of
love.

My requirements were simple, a stable and decent man who would stay faithful in our
marriage. Most importantly, he had to be a man whom my parent could trust so they
would not have to worry for me anymore.

After | told Natalie about my wish to find a boyfriend with marriage in mind, she had
been busy keeping a lookout for me.

However, all the blind dates | went to were disastrous. The men were either unbearable
to look at or lecherous, with only sex on their minds.

Even though | had no high hopes | would find love, the least | could expect was someone
pleasant to look at. | had difficulty accepting those ugly and lustful ones.

The never-ending cycle of work followed by blind dates drained me out. Every night, |
would fall flat in bed and fall asleep once my head hit the pillow.

And Michael seemed to have vanished from my world. He had not contacted me for
many days. Sometimes | wondered if he had already forgotten about me. Or maybe he
had found a new love and no longer needed me.

| felt a sense of loss when that idea crossed my mind. At the same time, | would be
grateful if that happened. Having a new love and forgetting about me would be a good
ending for our relationship.

| was dead beat when | reached home after work the day before. | lay on the bed, closed
my eyes, and was ready to knock out.

| did not have that kind of luck. Even before | could fall asleep, Natalie was in my room,
violently shaking me to wake me up.
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“Get up, Anna! You are going to be late for your blind date. You should not keep him
waiting!” she grumbled.

| had been going on blind dates the past few days, and | had enough of that.

“Natalie, can | skip this one? | have been going on blind dates for so many days. | am
tired and wish to take a break.”

Work was hectic in big companies like Joyful Success. On top of that, | had not gotten
enough rest in the past few days, so | was really exhausted.

“No! How could you play me out when | already promised him? You have to go today!”
Natalie was stubborn and refused to spare me despite my plea. She shook me more
vigorously instead.

| sighed and reluctantly sat up in bed. “It is going to be a disaster again, so it makes no
difference whether | turn up or not. Could you kindly spare me just for today, please?” |
pleaded with her earnestly.

“How could you conclude it would be a disaster when you have not met the guy? You
were the one who wanted to go on blind dates so as to find yourself a boyfriend! What is
with this lackluster attitude?” Natalie was insistent. She had a smile on her face but
there was a hint of annoyance in her voice, so | knew she would be angry if | did not go
on the date.

However, | felt it was a waste of time as it had gone on for a few days and the quality of
the men | met got worse by the day.

Finding the right guy to get married to was not as easy as | thought it would be.

“Natalie, you have seen the men | met in the past few days, right? They were either ugly
or lewd. | am done with blind dates for now.”

It was alright to be plain-looking or even ugly, but being lustful was something | could
not tolerate. No decent man would grope and try to hint at sex on the first date. | would
rather stay single than face those disgusting men.
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Natalie smiled sheepishly at my complaints. She was the one who arranged for those
blind dates, and she was well aware of how those men were.

“I know those men you met in the past few days were somehow lacking. But | swear the
guy you are meeting today is different. He is capable and definitely not a pervert. You
will like him. Will you give it one more try tonight? | am sure you will be satisfied with
your date for today.”

She was persistent and seemed to be confident of the man she had arranged for that
date.

“Nat, | really don't wish to go. | am dead beat.” | looked at her piteously, hoping she
would spare me for a day.

Despite her assurance, | did not have high hopes for the man. | had already concluded
all the good men were already taken by other women, so | would have no hope of
meeting one.
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“Anna, I'll end our friendship if you don't go!” Nat threatened me when her efforts of
talking me into it didn't work.

Ugh... I know Natalie didn't mean it, but | find myself giving in to her demands anyway... |
let out a helpless sigh at the thought of that.

“Fine... I'll go, okay?” | said as | dragged myself to my closet and forced myself to get
changed. A few days ago, | would have put more effort into my appearance, but that felt
like a waste of time as | figured the person | would meet on the blind date wouldn't suit
me anyway.

Natalie tagged along for fear of me changing my mind, and we soon arrived at the
restaurant.
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The man | was meeting for this blind date had fair skin and looked sophisticated with
his gold-rimmed glasses. That alone was a huge improvement compared to the other
guys from my previous blind dates in terms of appearances.

Natalie gave me a nudge on the shoulder and whispered into my ear, “Not bad, huh? |
told you you'd like this one!”

| simply rolled my eyes at her and kept quiet in response.
The man looked average and could be considered slightly handsome at best.

“Hello, Ms. Garcia. My name is Yuval Lambert. I'm a lawyer. It's a pleasure to make your
acquaintance.”

The man held out his hand with a faint smile on his face.

I shook his hand out of courtesy and returned the smile. “Likewise. You can call me
Anna. | work in an advertising company.”

Although | didn't feel anything toward him, | was rather satisfied with his profession and
appearance.

That was especially the case as | no longer believed in love, and the man before me was
a lot better than the ones | had met on my previous blind dates.

After getting to know each other a little bit more over dinner, Natalie and | went home.

She was so excited that she grabbed my arm and started firing questions at me the
moment we stepped through the front door.

“What do you think of Yuval, Anna? He's great, isn't he? The fact that he's a lawyer
makes him a decent match for you!”

“All external traits considered, | would say he's all right.”
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While | was in a hurry to get a boyfriend and get married, | wasn't really looking forward
to it myself. The only reason | wanted to get married sooner was so my parents would
stop worrying about me.

“I take it that you have chosen him, then? In that case, I'll contact him and set you two
up for future dates so you can get to know each other better”

Natalie got all excited upon hearing that and began making plans for me.
| simply shot her a glare and went straight to my room to get some rest.

| may have found a suitable candidate for a boyfriend, but | have no feelings for him
whatsoever. Well, at least | don't find him repulsive, so there’s that...

| went to work as usual for the next two days and had practically forgotten about the
date.

I lay on my bed and stared at my phone as | contemplated whether | should give Michael
a call. He hasn't contacted me at all in so long... Has he really forgotten about me? Wait,
no... Him not calling me is exactly what | want him to do! | must be going crazy for
wanting to call him! Besides, | told him we'd be over the moment | found myself a
boyfriend, and now | have.

With that in mind, | put my phone on the bed and forced myself to not think about
Michael.

However, the more | tried to get him out of my mind, the more his handsome face kept
appearing. He always looked so elegant and graceful, and | bet no other man came
close to his level of perfection.

| was well aware of the fact that | had fallen for him, but | knew it wasn’t possible for us
to be together as we led very different lives. That was the main reason why | didn’t dare
consider getting into a relationship with him.
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The sudden ringing of my phone snapped me out of my train of thoughts. | reached for it
immediately thinking it was Michael calling, only to feel disappointed when | saw an
unfamiliar number on the caller ID.

A gentle voice came on the other line when | answered the call, “Hello, Ms. Garcia. I'm
Yuval. We went on a blind date the other day. Do you remember me?”

“Of course | do, Mr. Lambert. So, why did you call me all of a sudden? Also, how did you
get my number?” | said coldly after taking a few seconds to recall who he was.

I don't remember giving him my number during our blind date, so how did he get it?

“Your friend Natalie gave it to me. Ms. Garcia, I've been thinking about us ever since |
met you that day, and | think we're quite suitable for each other. Would you be interested
in a second date?”

This is unbelievable... Natalie actually gave him my number!

| felt like refusing Yuval'’s invitation at first but decided to give him a shot as he was the
only candidate that didn't disgust me so far.

As | no longer cared about love, | would even consider marrying him if his character
turned out to be decent. After all, he had a decent job.

“Okay, sure. You pick a time and location, then,” | said calmly, feeling even more
depressed when the thought of Michael flashed in my mind.

“All right, I'll text you the details in a bit.”

Yuval sounded a little happy when he heard me agreeing to go on a second date with
him.

“Is there anything else you would like to talk about? If not, I'll be hanging up now. I'm a
little tired and could use some rest.”

| wasn't in the mood to go on talking as he was technically still a stranger to me.
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“No, that'll be all. Get some rest, and I'll see you tomorrow!” Yuval hung up after saying
that.

| felt an inexplicable sense of frustration and annoyance as | lay on the bed and stared
blankly at the ceiling.

Is that it? Am I really going to just spend the rest of my life with some random guy | met
on a blind date? Why can't | get married with a man that | truly love? | used to think that |

was the happiest woman on earth, but Justin’s betrayal hurt me so much that I didn't
dare love anyone ever again.
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| closed my eyes and forced myself to not think about these things. The accumulated
exhaustion from the past few days soon caught up with me, and | fell asleep shortly
after.

The sun was already high up in the sky by the time | woke up the next day, but | could
afford to sleep in as it was the weekend.

A quick glance at the alarm clock revealed that it was ten in the morning, and | stretched
lazily in bed as | didn't feel like getting up just yet.

Sleeping in during weekends was probably a luxury for every white-collar worker out
there.

However, | got a call from Yuval right as | was about to go back to sleep.
We aren’t supposed to meet up until two hours later... Why is he calling me so early?
Although | was somewhat annoyed by it, | answered his call anyway.

“There’s still quite some time before our date, Mr. Lambert. May | ask why you're calling
me so soon?” | asked coldly.
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“Oh, I just wanted to ask you if you'd like me to come pick you up at your place later?”
Yuval sounded both a little nervous and excited at the same time.
“That won't be necessary. I'll just hail myself a cab later.”

| couldn’t help but feel a little repulsed at the thought of him coming over to pick me up,
so | refused his offer without any hesitation.

“All right, then. I'll wait for you at the place that we have agreed upon.”

| could hear the disappointment in his voice when he said that, but | didn’t care about
that.

Having lost all sleepiness after hanging up the call, | got out of bed and changed into a
light-colored dress before applying some makeup to complement it.

Natalie reminded me to give it my best when she saw me leave the house, and | rolled
my eyes at her before heading off to meet Yuval at a Starbucks café.

The interior was very well decorated, and Yuval was already waiting for me inside by the
time | got there.

“Sorry to have kept you waiting,” | said with a faint smile as | sat down in front of him.
“No worries. It's only natural that men wait for women, after all.”

I noticed the look of surprise in his eyes when he first saw me, and simply smiled in
response without saying anything.

After what seemed like forever of awkward silence, Yuval looked up at me and asked
nervously, “I think we're quite suitable for each other, Ms. Garcia. Would you be
interested in taking things a step further?”

Of course, his question was completely within my expectations as he had made his
intention clear when he called me up last night.
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While | didn’t have any feelings for a stranger like him, he was indeed a rather suitable
candidate for marriage.

After hesitating for a bit, | decided to try dating him.

“I have attended the blind date with the intention of getting married, Mr. Lambert. If that
is what you seek as well, then | suppose we could try dating and see how it goes from
there,” | said calmly with an expressionless look on my face.

He probably wasn’t expecting me to say yes so quickly, as he froze in surprise for a brief
moment before looking at me excitedly.

“Of course, that is exactly what | am looking for! Rest assured that | am a very reliable
and responsible man, Ms. Garcia!”

Yuval quickly gave me his word, but I did not share his excitement. If anything, it only
added on to my stress and anxiety.

After having a cup of coffee, Yuval suggested that we go for a walk to spend more time
with each other and know each other better. | had wanted to refuse his request at first
but agreed to it in the end as | couldn't find any reason to turn him down.

Because we were still strangers at the time, we didn't know what to talk about and
simply walked in awkward silence along the pavement.

Right as | was contemplating to excuse myself, Yuval spoke up all of a sudden, “Wait!"
| frowned slightly in confusion when | saw him staring at the top of my head.

Yuval ignored my confused look and reached a hand out, which made me incredibly
nervous as | didn't know what he was going to do.

“There’s a leaf on your head,” he explained after picking a leaf off my head, much to my
relief.
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Phew! For a second there, | thought he was going to do something intimate! Although |
have agreed to try dating him, we are still considered strangers, and I'm not too
comfortable getting intimate with him just yet!

“Thanks..” | thanked him coldly when | saw the awkward smile on his face.

Yuval struck me as a gentleman with how polite he was during our conversations
instead of trying to touch me at every opportunity he had.

| took a glance at his handsome face and was about to say something when the familiar
voice of a man came from behind.

“What the hell are you doing, Anna?”

| turned around immediately and saw Michael standing next to a car and glaring
daggers at me.

Many days have passed since | last saw him, and | found myself trembling
uncontrollably all over in panic and confusion.

What's he doing here?

He began making his way towards me while | was still in a daze and stared me down.
Yuval noticed something was off and asked with a frown, “Ms. Garcia, who is he?”
“He...He's my boss..” | explained with my head held low in shame.

Now that I've finally found a suitable candidate whom | might marry, there’s no way |
could tell him about my indecent relationship with Michael!

“Are you sure that’s all I am, Anna? Just your boss?” Michael questioned me coldly,
having gotten a lot more furious after hearing my explanation.

In my state of panic, | quickly looked away to avoid his penetrating gaze.
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Didn’t he want me to pretend that we're strangers in public? Why would he come to me
like this? Isn't he afraid of our secret being exposed?

“What are you doing here, Michael?” | asked him nervously, unsure of why he had shown
up like this.
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Michael simply glared coldly at me, sending chills down my spine with the icy-cold aura
that he emanated. For some reason, | felt a sense of guilt like | had done something to
wrong him.

Noticing the awkwardness between us, Yuval walked up to my side and held out his
hand as he said, “Hello, my name is Yuval. I'm Anna’s boyfriend.”

His words made my heart skip a beat as | panicked even more.
Damn it, why did Yuval claim to be my boyfriend? We only agreed to try dating! We
haven't decided on whether we would make it official or anything! How am | supposed to

face Michael now?

The look on Michael’s face turned gloomy upon hearing what he said, and he simply
glared coldly at Yuval's outstretched hand without saying a word.

After a few seconds of awkward silence, Yuval withdrew his hand and kept quiet.

“S-So... what is it, Michael?” | asked timidly as | tried my best to not make eye contact
with him.

That only seemed to fuel Michael’s anger even more as the icy-cold aura about him
intensified.

“I need to talk to you. Come with me!” Michael shouted suddenly when the tension was
at its peak.
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“C-Could we talk about it some other time? It's not really convenient for me right now...”

Michael's domineering attitude was stressing me out as | didn't want Yuval finding out
about our relationship. It wasn't easy for me to find a decent guy like him, so it would be
a real shame to lose him like this.

“Are you trying to piss me off, Anna?”

| had never dared to say no to Michael about anything, so this was technically my first
time refusing his request. Naturally, he hit the roof.

“Michael, I..”

| thought about saying something, but Michael grabbed my arm before | could finish and
began dragging me toward his car.

I"

“Hey! What are you doing, Michael? I'm on a date here!” | exclaimed in frustration when |

felt the pain from his forceful grip.

Yuval is a lawyer, and lawyers are smart, so he'll definitely notice something off about
my relationship with Michael! What would | do if he finds out that Michael and | are
shameless “friends with benefits"?

Michael was so consumed by rage that he refused to listen and shoved me into his car.
He then drove off while Yuval watched with a frown from afar.

He must be suspecting something about us by now...

“What are you doing, Michael? Yuval will get the wrong idea if you just take me away like
this!” | shouted as | glared daggers at him.

Screech! Michael jammed his foot on the brake upon hearing that, causing me to tumble
forward as the car came to a sudden halt.

| stared wide-eyed at him in fear and shock, wondering what | did to anger him that
much.
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“What the hell, Michael? That was really dangerous!”

“He’ll get the wrong idea, you say? Anna, do | need to remind you of our relationship?” he
questioned me with a penetrating gaze.

| found myself freaking out even more as | didn't know what he meant by that nor why
he was so mad at me all of a sudden.

The look in his eyes grew even colder when he heard me avoid his question. “You've
already gotten yourself a boyfriend a few days after telling me about your plans for
marriage? Anna, are you really that desperate to sleep with men?”

| was feeling a little guilty at first, but his questioning angered me too.

“We agreed that we would end our relationship the moment | find myself a suitable
boyfriend!” | said with a frown.

For the briefest of moments, there was a hint of panic on his face before the cold look in
his eyes intensified.

“Yes, | did say we could end our relationship, but | don't remember allowing you to find
yourself a boyfriend so soon!”

What the hell is he talking about? He's clearly going against his own word!
“What are you talking about, Michael? Are you going back on what you have agreed on?”

While | wasn't all that excited about dating Yuval, Michael’s unreasonable, arrogant, and
possessive behavior was really pissing me off.

After all, we were just f*ck buddies, so he had no right to stop me from dating someone
else.

“I never go back on my word. | will allow you to find yourself a boyfriend and get married,
but not now!”
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Michael then started the car before | could even respond and sped off once again.

He was driving so fast that my knuckles turned white from as | looked out the window.
How is he able to drive so fast? Does this man have no fear at all?

“Where are you taking me, Michael? I'm still on a date with that man.”

He was probably so mad at me that he didn't even look at me, but | could clearly feel the
anger he was exuding while driving in silence.

Why would he ruin my date on purpose? What did | do to anger him that much? Could it
be that... he’s jealous because he saw me dating another guy?

| felt a slight sense of joy at the thought of that, but that joy disappeared the moment |
remembered he had never liked me to begin with.

There's no way he'd be jealous! | must be overthinking things!

The car came to a sudden halt about ten minutes later, and | frowned when | saw the
house that Michael had previously given me the keys to.
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I"

“Why are you bringing me here? It is broad daylight now
| glared at him cautiously as he looked very terrifying when he was angry.

“Have you forgotten what this house is for? Why else would | be bringing you here if not
to f*ck you?” Michael said boldly and began dragging me upstairs before | could
respond.

| knew what he was going to do next and began resisting as | wasn't in the mood to do it
with him, especially when we were both angry like this.
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Under normal circumstances, | would have given in to his demands, but his
unreasonable behavior had infuriated me way too much, so | brushed his arm off and
began walking away.

|"

“You're not going anywhere, Anna

Angered even further by my resistance, he ran up to me and grabbed my wrist with a
vice-like grip, causing me to frown in pain as | struggled with all my might.

However, the more | struggled, the tighter his grip became, and | soon found my wrist on
the verge of snapping in half.

“What the f*ck are you doing, Michael? You're hurting me!” | shouted angrily at the top of
my lungs.

What did | do to wrong him today? Why is he doing this to me?

'"

“Hmph! This is what you get for resisting

While Michael didn’t let go of me, he did loosen his grip by a lot after hearing my cries in
pain.

Due to his immense strength, | was completely powerless to resist and got dragged to
the door within minutes.

By holding on to me with one hand, he was able to unlock the door with the other and
drag me inside.

Once we were in the bedroom, he pinned me against the wall and assaulted my lips with
a barrage of kisses.

| pushed against him with all my might, but he simply increased his strength and
intensity to counter my acts of resistance. He then pinned my arms above my head and
began ravaging my breasts to his heart’s content.
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My eyes went red from the humiliation as | glared at him furiously. Is Michael seriously
going to rape me right now?

“Hey! Let me go, Michael! You promised me we'd be over once | find a boyfriend! You
can't go back on your word!” | screamed at him in disgust while struggling.

“I have told you, Anna. | will allow you to get yourself a boyfriend, but not right now!”
Michael glared coldly at me as he said that, his voice filled with domineering arrogance.

His unreasonable behavior had angered me to the core, and | looked him straight in the
eye as | shouted, “What the hell do you want, Michael?”

“I want to f*ck you! | haven't had enough of it!”

Michael made no effort to hide his intentions whatsoever.

The way he was acting like | had wronged him even though he was the one forcing
himself on me only disgusted me even more.

“Our relationship isn't over until | say it is, so you must satisfy me right now, Anna!”
Michael eyed me from head to toe before continuing with his “assault”.

Had it been under normal circumstances, | wouldn't refuse his requests as he had given
me two hundred thousand which saved my dad’s life. However, | couldn’t bring myself to
put up with his acts of humiliation and degradation.

| mustered every ounce of energy | had in me and shoved Michael off with a hard push.
That caught him off guard and left him stunned for a brief moment, so | seized that
window of opportunity to make my escape.

| let out a sigh of relief when | looked back and saw no sign of him chasing after me.
The feeling of relief was soon replaced by sadness and anger at what he did to me.
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Honestly, | just don't understand Michael at all! We both agreed to end it peacefully, so
why did he have to come and ruin things for me when I've finally found myself someone
to marry? He's always cold to me and never contacts me unless he feels horny anyway!

| felt like crap as | walked through the streets by myself with those thoughts running
through my mind.

After what seemed like forever, | took a cab back to Natalie’s and saw her sitting on the
couch.

To my surprise, she was not her usual talkative self and simply stared at me with a
frown.

| sat down beside her and put an arm around her shoulder as | asked, “What'’s wrong,
Natalie? Did something happen?”

Natalie continued to stare at me for a while before saying, “Tell me the truth, Anna. What
is the nature of your relationship with Michael?”

Her question caught me completely off guard, and | froze for a bit as | wasn't really sure
of what to say in response.

“There is none. What relationship could we possibly have?” | looked away as | said that
in an attempt to hide my nervousness.

Hearing Michael’s name made me extremely uncomfortable, and the thought of how he
had nearly raped me earlier filled me with rage once again.

Of course, Natalie didn't believe a word | said as she knew how terrible of a liar | was
and could see right through all my lies. “Are you sure? Then, why did he take you away
just now? | know you two had a one-night stand, but you said there was nothing going
on between you two after that, right?”

Yuval called her about it was the only theory that | could think of at the time, much to my
displeasure. Although | had agreed to try dating him, that didn’t give him the right to go
probing my bestie about my private affairs.
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“Did Yuval tell you that?” | frowned and let out a heavy sigh as | continued, “I'll give him a
proper explanation later.”

“I'm your best friend, Anna. Is there anything you can't tell me about?”
| thought we were done with the topic about Michael, but Natalie wasn't about to drop it.

I let out another helpless sigh and gave Natalie a serious look as | explained, “Look,
Natalie... Michael and | are as good as strangers, so | have no idea why he'd drag me off
like that either.”

It took me every ounce of willpower to suppress the burning anger within me as |
recalled what he did to me earlier.
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