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“Oh?What’swrong?Areyouplanningonhittingmeorsomething?Haha!It’ssosatisfyingtoseeyou

enragedlikesomeuntamedbear!Comeon,hitme!Makemyday!”tauntedSamashebeganpatting

Myles’sfacemockingly.

Asecondafterhesaidthat,Sam’seyeswidenedashefoundhimselfflyingintheair,aburningsensation

nowonhisrightcheek.JustashewasabouttoscreamfromGerald’simmenseslap,allthewindgot

knockedoutofhimthesecondhisbodycollidedagainstthecornerofawall!AsSambeganvomiting

blood,afewteethcouldbeseenmixedinwiththecrimsonliquid.

AsSam’stwobodyguardsstoodfrozeninplace,completelystunned,Samslowlycrawledtohisknees,

glaringdaggersinhisutterdisbeliefatthemanwhowascurrentlystandingbesideMyles.

“You…Howdareyouhitme…?!”growledSamashewatchedGeraldpickhisbagup.

Dustingthedirtofthebag,Geraldthenreplied,“What?Youweretheonewhowasaskingtobehit,no?

Areyousatisfiednow,youblabbermouth?”

“You…You…!You’recourtingdeath!Killhim!”yelledSamfuriouslyathistwosubordinatesashisentire

bodytrembled,toohurttoevengetofftheground.

“No,wait!Don’tdoit!”shoutedMylesinapanic,knowingfullwellthateverybodyguardwithinKing

Valleywasextremelywell-trained.

Whathappenednext,however,causedMyleseyestowideninshock.

Beforetheguardscouldevenmakeamove,Geraldhadswiftlymoveduptothem!Inasinglekick,both

ofthemendedupflyingquiteadistanceaway!



Realizingthatbothofthemwereunabletoevengetupafterreceivingthatattack,thehorrifiedSam

instantlycursed,“F-f*ck!”

Notwantingtostaythereanylonger,Samimmediatelybegantryingtogettohisfeettofleethescene.

Tohisutterdismay,hequicklyfeltGerald’sfootstompingdownonhishead!

“Oh?Didyouthinkyouweregoingtobeabletoleavejustlikethat?”askedGeraldcoldly.

“Y-youbetternotmessaroundwithme…!ThisisKingValley,youknow?Steppingontheheadofthe

mostpowerfulpersonhere…Youhaveadeathwishorsomething…?!”

“Quitefrankly,ItrulyhadassumedthatthosefromtheKingValleywereallexceptionalpeoplebeforeI

camehere.Iwasevenconvincedthatthemasterofyourvalleywassometop-notchperson.Sadly,

everyonefromthevalleythatI’vecomeacross—exceptforMyles—hasbeenutterlydisappointing.With

thatinmind,whyshouldIshoweventheslightestrespecttoauselessstewardlikeyou?Also,whowas

itwhogaveyoupermissiontoeventouchmybelongings?Abitdaringforsuchauselessperson,don’t

youthink?”repliedGeraldasheslowlybeganexertingmorepressureonSam’sneck.

Nowbothterrifiedandinmassivepain,Samfoundhimselfsoilinghispantsduetohowincreasingly

difficultitwasforhimnottothinkabouthisnecksnappingifGeraldcontinuedaddingmoreforcetohis

foot.

“…P-please,havemercy…!Please,let’sjusttalkthisout…!”pleadedSam.

“I’mgladyoufinallyrealizewhereyoustand.Nowthen,whileI’mfinewithlettingyougo,youfirsthave

todosomethingforme.Rememberhowyousteppedonanddirtiedmybag?Cleanitup!”ordered

GeraldashetossedthebagbeforeSam.

“R-rightaway!”repliedSamashequicklybeganwipingthedirtoffthebagwithhishands.



Barelyasecondlater,however,Geraldlandedakicktohisface!

“W-whatdidIdowrong…?!I’mdoingwhatyouorderedmeto…!”whimperedSam.

“Ohreally?Idon’tremembertellingyoutocleanitwithyourhands…Useyourtonguetolickitclean

likethemuttyouare!”growledGerald.

SeeinghowfierceandruthlessGerald’sgazewas,Samcouldonlyinstinctivelytrembleinfright.

Takinginadeepbreath,Samthenthought,‘…Youmayhavethelastlaughtoday,butI’llsurelyhavemy

revengeoneday…!Justyouwait!’

Regardless,Samthenstuckouthistongueandbeganlickingthebagclean,knowingfullwellthatthis

wastheonlywayhewasgoingtoavoidgettingintomoretrouble.

NotreallyexpectingSamtoactuallyobeyhisorders,thedisgustedGeraldthenkickedtheinjured

stewardoutoftheyardwhileshouting,“Nowbeatit!”

AsSamscurriedoff,Myles—whohadbeenstandingtherethisentiretime—couldonlycontinuestaring

wide-eyedatGerald,utterlydumbfoundedbywhathehadjustwitnessed.
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MyleshadinitiallythoughtthatGeraldwasjustsomeordinaryyoungmanwhojustsohappenedto

becomethediscipleofhisbenefactor,aclinicdoctor.

Hewould’veneverimaginedforGeraldtoholdsuchstrength.Peoplecouldusuallytellarealexpert

fromafakewhenthe‘expert’madetheirmove,andfromwhatMyleshadseen,Geraldwasahundred

percenttherealdeal.Infact,hewassostrongthathewaspossiblyevenstrongerthansomeofthe



mastersinKingValley!ThatfactalonemadeMylesmomentarilystunnedspeechless.

Eventually,however,hesnappedoutofitandimmediatelybegansincerelypraising,“M-Mr.Crawford!

Tothinkyouhadsuchimmenseskill!”

MyleswassooverjoyedthatitalmostseemedlikehehadforgottenthatGeraldhadjustheavilyinjured

thestewardofKingValley!

“Youflattermetoomuch,Mr.Myles.Iwassimplyupsetwiththewayhewastreatingyou!”replied

Geraldwithawrysmile.

“Speakingofwhich,Mr.Myles,isthemasterofthevalleyawarethatIneedthethreeherbs?Regardless

ofwhetherhehasorhasn’t,I’dliketomeetupwithhim!”addedGeraldratherbluntly.

AfterhisabsurdencounterwiththoseKingValleysiblingswhotreatedotherpeoples’liveslikethey

weremereplaythings,Gerald’sinitialrespectforthoseinthevalleyhadlongplummeted.

Asifthatwasn’tenough,themasterofKingValleywasobviouslybeingungratefulsincehehadclearly

forgottenaboutthemanwhohadrescuedhimbackthen.Themanintheshantytownhadn’teven

thoughttwiceaboutsavingMylesandthemasterofKingValleyatthetime,sogettingsuchacold

responseinreturnnowcertainlyirkedGerald.

“I’llbehonestandsaythathadIattemptedtointroduceyoutohimbeforethis,notonlywouldhehave

declined,butyoumostcertainlywouldn’thavebeenabletogetthethreeherbsyouwantedeither.

NowthatIknowthatyouhavesuchskill,however,thatchangesthingsentirely.Youshouldknowthat

themasteradmiresmartialartiststhemost!Also,whiletheKingValleymayappeartobepeacefulon

thesurfacelevel,it’sactuallyinthemiddleofacrisisnow.Withthatinmind,themasteriscurrently

busyrecruitingmastersfromallovertheworld!Regardless,let’sgo,Mr.Crawford!I’lltakeyoutothe

masterofthevalleyrightthisinstant!”explainedMyleswithalaugh.

Choosingnottosayanythinginresponse,GeraldsimplyfollowedafterMyles.Quitehonestly,hewas



curiousastowhatsortofdeity-likepersonRupertYateman—themasterofKingValley—was.

Astheymadetheirwaythere,Mylesstartedtalkingaboutsomeofhisbitterexperiencesherewith

Gerald.Essentially,afterbeingRupert’spersonaldriverforquitesometimebackthen,heendedup

gettingpromotedtothepositionofsteward.

Atthetime,hehadtreatedSamlikehisveryownbrother,constantlypraisinghim.However,thingstook

aturnfortheworstwhenthepreviousmaster’swifefellseriouslyill.

Samhadbeenplacedinchargeoftakingcareofheratthetime,butduetohisnegligence,heendedup

mixingthewrongmedicinesandalmostcausedthemaster’swifetoloseherlife!Toavoidpunishment,

SamabusedhistrustwithMylesandframedhimforbeingtheoneresponsibleforallthat!

Duetothatincident,Myleswasimmediatelydemotedtoalow-rankinghandyman,whereasSamwas

giventheroleofstewardinstead.

BythetimeMylesgottothatpartofthestory,bothheandGeraldhadarrivedattheconferencehall,

theplacewherethemasterofthevalleyusuallyreceivedhisguests.

Uponentering,bothofthemsawthattherewasalreadyacrowdofpeopleinside.FromwhatMyles

couldtell,therewasaratherimportantmeetinggoingon,seeingthatanumberofcoremembersofthe

KingValleywerepresent.

Allofthemwereseeminglytooengrossedinsomegirl’sstorythatnobodyevennoticedGeraldand

Myles’spresence.

“Dad,I’mserious!Thatsavageiswaytoopowerful!Hekilledoverahundredpeoplethere,youknow?

ThankgodsisandIwereratherwell-trainedinmartialarts,otherwise,wewouldn’thavebeenableto

escape!”explainedthegirl,hintsoffearinhervoice.



Findingthevoicetobesomewhatfamiliar,Geraldsquintedhiseyesatthegirl,andsureenough,ittruly

wasYennyYateman.

“Ididn’texpecttheFairleighstohavesuchamasterinFairleighValley.Thankfullyheappearstobeon

therun.Ifheweretoobeytheirbidding,KingValleywoulddefinitelybeinforaworldoftrouble!”

repliedamiddle-agedman—fromwherehesatonasofa—calmlyasheturnedtolookatFleur.
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“Asforyou.HowmanytimeshaveItoldyounottogetinvolvedwithanyoftheFairleighs?Knowing

Seamus,whoknowswhathehadinmindwhenyoumadethatbetwithhim?Itshould’vebeenclearas

daythathewantedtocheatyou!Haditnotbeenforthesavagerunningwild,youwould’vedefinitely

lostthebet!”reprimandedthemiddle-agedman.

Tothosewhoknewhim,hewasnoneotherthanthemasterofKingValley,RupertYateman.Hewasa

fathertotwodaughters,thembeingYennyandFleurYateman.

Beingtheyoungerdaughter,Yennyhadquitethebizarreattitude,andherpersonalitywasflippantasit

wasinsincere.Fleur,ontheotherhand,wasmuchmorematureandstable-minded.

Regardless,Rupertcouldn’thelpbutfeelirkedthistime.Afterall,thebethisdaughterhadmadehad

costthelivesofsevenoftheKingValley’smosthighlyrankedmasters.

“AllofyoushouldknowhowcovetouslytheFairleighshavebeeneyeingusthisentiretime!Withthatin

mind,everyoneshouldbeextracarefulwhenevertheydecidethings!Noneofyoushouldgetinvolved

withtheFairleighs,isthatclear?”instructedRupert.

Followingthat,hethenturnedtolookathisdaughtersbeforeangrilyadding,“Asforyoutwo,goback

toyourrooms!You’regroundeduntilfurthernotice!”



Aftertheslightlypoutingduowalkedofftoentertheirrooms,Mylestookastepforwardandbowed

beforesaying,“Greetings,master!Thislowlyonehasarequest!”

Frowningslightly,Rupertthenasked,“Goon,whatisit?”

“Well,Iknowyou’vebeenrecruitingmartialartsmastersfromallovertheworld,master.Withthatin

mind,allowmetointroduceyoutoMr.Crawfordhere!He’sthediscipleofourbenefactorbackthen!”

introducedMyles.

Uponhearingthat,RupertturnedtolookatGeraldbeforereplyinginanindifferenttone,“What

benefactor?”

“…Youknow,theonewho…Well,backintheshantytown…”mumbledMyles.

“Ah,sothat’swhatyou’retalkingabout.Soyou’retellingmethatheacceptedsomedisciplewhojustso

happenstobeproficientinmartialarts?”repliedRupertwhileshakinghishead.

Assomeonewhohadbeenthroughalot,Rupertcouldtellfromasingleglancethatthisyoungmanwas

simplyheretocollectthegracefromthatyear.Thinkingaboutit,Rupertrememberedwantingtooffer

thefarmermoneybackthen,thoughthatmanhaddeclined.Atthetime,Ruperthadwonderedwhat

kindofairsthatfarmerwasputtingon.Tothinkthatthatmanhadbeensavingthatrequestallthistime

tillheeventuallyfiguredoutwhathewantedfromRupert.

“Whateverthecaseis,justgotelltheaccountantandhandthisboyfiftythousand-no,actually,givehim

ahundredthousand!Withthat,Ihopethematterwillbedoneandoverwith!”orderedRupertashe

furrowedhisbrowswhilewavingforthemtoleave.

‘Hah!Martialartist…It’sobviousthathe’sjustsomenaïvekid!’

“Tothinkthatwecameallthewayherejusttoseealiar!DoyouthinkyoucanjustwaltzintoKing



Valleyallwilly-nilly?Whatdoyouthinkthisplaceis,boy?”saidoneoftheratherextraordinary-looking

elderlymenintheroomastheotheroldmenpresenttookturnsshakingtheirheadswithwrysmileson

theirfaces.

Raisingaslightbrow,Geraldcouldfeelmurderousintentbuildinginhisheart.Ifthingswerereallygoing

toproceedthisway,thenhewasn’tagainsttakingthemedicinebyforce.

SeeinghowdispleasedGeraldwas,Mylesquicklyreplied,“B-butmaster,Mr.Crawfordisn’therefor

money!Instead,he’shereinhopesofobtainingthreeraremedicinalherbs!”

Nowsighinginirritation,Rupertthenresponded,“Threeraremedicinalherbsyousay?Whatfavordid

thatmanevendoforustodeservethat!Look,I’mgettingreallyannoyedrightnow,soifyoudon’tleave

withthemoneyalready,you’llbegoinghomeempty-handed!”

Atthatmoment,ayoungservantfumbledintotheroomwhileshouting,“N-notgood!Thingsaren’t

lookinggood!”

Watchingastheboyfelltotheground,Rupert’sfrowndeepenedasheasked,“Whatisitthat’sgotten

youintosuchapanic?”

“I-it’sthemasterofFairleighValley,master!He’sleadinglotsofpeopleover,sayingthatitwasour

peoples’faultforlettingsomeundefeatableGodofWarontheloose!I’mnotsurewhattheymeantby

that,butthey’reclaimingthatthosefromourvalleycausedtheFairleighstosuffermassivelosses!They

wantustocompensatethemnow,andifwedon’t,they’replanningonbargingin!”explainedthe

servant.

“…What?!Thoseutterb*stards!”roaredRupertinfuryasheslammedbothhandsontohistable.

“Gatherourmenimmediately!I’mthedignifiedmasterofKingValley!WhodothoseFairleighsthink

theyarejustdoingastheypleasehere?!”
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“Themasterofthevalleyiscoming!”shoutedoneoftheKingValley’sbodyguardsexcitedly.Hearing

that,theotherguards—whohadbeenfacingoffwiththosefromtheFairleighfamily—feltlikeamassive

weighthadjustbeenliftedofftheirchests.

OversixtybodyguardsfromtheKingValleyhadbeengroaningandhowlinginpainastheylaidonthe

ground.UponrealizingthatRupertwascoming,however,alloftheminstantlybegansupportingeach

otherup—albeitallofthembeingalittlewobbly—beforestaggeringovertohidebehindRupert’sback.

Ruperthimselfwasfrowningdeeply,hisfistsclenchedtightlyasheshouted,“Hershel!Bradley!”

HershelwasthemasterofFairleighValley,andBradleywasHershel’syoungerbrother.

Whilethepresent-dayKingValleyspecializedintheartofpill-makingandtheFairleighswereknownfor

theirexpertiseinmartialarts,therewasonceatimewhenthosefromtheFairleighValleyalso

specializedinpill-making.Afterall,thefounderofFairleighValleywasactuallyasubordinatefromthe

KingValleywhomanagedtoescape!

Withthatinmind,itwasalreadyprettyclearthatthetwofamilieshadalonghistoryofgrievances.

Regardless,despitethefactthatBradleywastheyoungerbrother,hewasextremelypowerful.IfRupert

hadtopickbetweenwhomhewasmoreworriedabout,theanswerwouldmostdefinitelyalwaysbe

Bradley.Iftherumorsweretrue,Bradley’slevelofstrengthwasalreadynearingtheadvancedstageof

theSpiritEarthRealm!ThatwashonestlythereasonwhyRuperthadbegungatheringsomanymasters

inthefirstplace.

Evenwiththatprecaution,however,itwasnowevidentthatnoneofthemwereevenamatchfor

Bradley.Afterall,Bradleyhadsimplytakentheopportunitytogowildtoday,asseenbythesixty-over

injuredguardsnowcoweringbehindRupert.HehadtrulyunderestimatedhowstrongBradleytruly

was…



Geraldhimself—whohadfollowedeveryoneout—wasnowobservingthemandonningblackclothes

andshoeswhowasstandinginfrontoftheotherFairleighs.Lookingtobearoundtheageofforty,a

largescaronthatman’sfaceonlyservedtomakehimappearevenmoreferociousthanhealreadywas.

“What’swrong,MasterofKingValley?Fromthelooksofit,you’veinvitedquiteanumberofmastersto

dealwiththeFairleighs!Ismyguesscorrect?”askedBradleyashetookastepforwardwhilelooking

straightintoRupert’seyeswithasmile.

Beingabigboss,Rupertrepressedhisshockbeforereplying,“Howpresumptionsbothofyouaretoday!

Tothinkthatyou’vebroughtsomanyofyourmenoveronsuchshortnotice!You’veeveninjuredso

manyofourvalley’smen!”

“Aneyeforaneye,MasterRupert!Don’tyourememberhowyougavemybrotherthatscaronhisface?

BackwhenyouusedtheKingValley’smedicinetohireamastertoambushus?Ifmybrotherhadn’t

riskedhislifebackthen,Iwouldn’thaveevenbeenabletoescapeinthefirstplace!Mindyou,Iwon’t

everforgethowthatscarcametobe!”repliedHershelwithacoldlaugh.

Thetwofamilieshadbeenatoddsforfartoolong,andBradleyhadbeenparticularlyvengefulaboutit.

Followingthat,Bradleythenadded,“It’shightimeweendedthisnonsense,RupertYateman!Notonly

dowestillhaveoldunsettledscores,buttothinkthatyourdaughterwouldactuallyfreethe

undefeatableGodofWarthatwesopainstakinglycaptured!Haveyouanyideahowmanymenwelost

justtocapturehim?Ourfamilieshavealreadybeenfightingforalongtime,Rupert!We’vecometoday

tosettleourhatred,botholdandnew!Let’sputanendtoallthistoday!”

NotonlywereBradley’swordsintimidating,butwheneverheopenedhismouth,thescaronhisface

seemedlikeitwasexecutingsomeferocioustribaldance.

Regardless,Rupertremainedmomentarilysilent.Itwastruethathehadpreviouslysentsomeoneto

assassinatethebrothers.Whatmore,thosefromtheKingValleyhadhadincreasedconflictswiththe

Fairleighsquiterecently.NowthattheFairleighswereevenblaminghisdaughterforreleasingtheir

savage,Rupertcouldalreadytellthattheyhadbeenwaitingforanexcusetodoallthis.Tothinkthat

theywerefinallygoingtoactuallydoit!



However,eventhoughitwasclearthattheFairleighswerelookingforafight,giventhecurrent

situation,Rupertfearedthatnotevenallthemastersthathehadgatheredandtrainedoverthepastsix

yearswouldbeabletotakeonBradley!

Withthatinmind,Rupertthenloweredhisvoicebeforesaying,“Don’tthinkyoucanjustdowhatever

youpleasejustbecauseyou’vereachedtheadvancedstageoftheSpiritEarthRealm…I’llhaveyou

knowthatwehereintheKingValleyhaven’tjustbeentwiddlingourfingersalltheseyearseither!”

“Hah!IassureyouthateveryoneknowshowstrongtheKingValleyis,andthatnaturallyincludesus!

Look,thelessyoustruggle,theeasierit’llbeforallofus!Knowthatnoneofyour‘masters’haveeven

beenabletowithstandasingleblowfromBradley!Withthatinmind,stopwastingourtimeandoffer

yourselvestousalready!Ofcourse,ifyoustillwishtofightback,thenitcan’tbehelped.Seamus!You

stayback!There’snotevenaneedforyourseconduncletotakeaction!Ifthey’rereluctantto

cooperate,justcleanuptherestofthoseso-calledmasters!”snortedHershelasheturnedtolookat

Seamus.

Uponhearingthat,theeldersfrombefore—whohadmockedGerald—instantlyportrayedextremely

uglyexpressions.

ThosefromtheKingValleyhadbeenfamousforthelongesttime.Tothinkthattheywerebeingtaken

solightlynow!Asifthatwasn’talreadyhumiliatingenough,theFairleighswerejustleavingajuniorto

dealwiththem!
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Amongthem,however,Rupertseemedtobethemosthumiliated.Takinginadeepbreath,hethen

noddedbeforeshouting,“MasterCroft,MasterJones,andMasterKeay!It’shightimewetookaction!”

Hearingthat,thethreemastersthennoddedinunisonbeforeturningtolookatayoungmanwhowas

standingbesidethem.



“GodealwiththeyoungmasteroftheFairleighfamily,Peter,”saidoneofthethreemasters,prompting

theyoungman—whowasdonningtight-fittingclothing—tonodbeforewalkingtowardSeamusand

facinghim.

AfterPetermadeagesturethatsuggestedthathewassaying,‘afteryou,’anotherofthemastersthen

said,“Peter’stheoldestdiscipleunderme,andhe’sbeentrainingwithmeforovertenyears.He’s

alreadyatthefinalstageoftheNebulaRealm,sodealingwiththisyoungmastershouldn’tbeanissue

forhim.”

Asthethreemasterstookturnsnoddingconfidently,BradleysimplysmirkedbeforelookingatPeterand

saying,“Hah!Sothey’resendingyououttoyourdeath,huh?Tothinkthatamerechildlikeyoueven

darestogoagainstmynephew!Makesurenottoholdanythingback,Seamus!”

“You’retheonecourtingdeath,”repliedPeter.

Beingayoungmanwhopracticedmartialartsdayinanddayout,Peterwasn’tabouttolethimselfget

affectedbytauntslikethese.

Withnothingtolose,PeterthendashedtowardthesneeringSeamuswhohadhisarmscrossed.

Whathappenednexttookplacesoquicklythatthenextthingeveryoneknew,afigurehadalreadybeen

flungbackward!Upontheperson’scollision,theimpactofitalonewasenoughtocausetheentire

ancient-lookingbuilding—thattheywereflungtoward—toquiver!

“P-Peter!”shoutedallthreeofthemastersinunison,theireyesnowfullywidenedafterwitnessing

whathadjusthappened.

Hisbodystickingagainstthebuilding’sside,everyonecouldnowseethatittrulywasPeterwhohad

beenpunchedbackward.AnyonepayingcloseattentiontoPeter’sbodycouldtellthatitwasapunch

sincetherewasaclearfistmarkembeddedinhischest.



“Humph.Itappearsthatmynephewisstillabitsoft-hearted.Restassuredthatyourdiscipleisn’tdead

yet.Regardless,it’snowyourturn…”saidBradleywithagrin,bloodlustreflectedinhiseyes.

Seeingthat,allthreeofthemastersfeltchillsrunningdowntheirspines.Afterwatchingtheirstrongest

disciplefallfromasinglehit,thetrionolongerhadtheconfidencetheyinitiallyhad.Justhowvastwas

thedifferencebetweentheirskilllevels?

Whateverthecasewas,intheend,allthreeofthemknewthattherewasnootherwaythantobitethe

bullet.

Withthat,undereveryone’sexpectantgazes,thethreemastersthenslowlywalkedovertofaceSeamus

beforeoneofthemshouted,“Ceasethismadnessatonce,youloquaciouschild!”

“Humph!Isthereevenaneedformetofearyouthreepretentiousoldthings?Justcomeatme

already!”retortedSeamus.

“Don’tgettoocockyjustyet!”repliedanotherofthethreemasters.Thoughthetrioknewthattogether,

theywerenear-invincible,theystillcouldn’thelpbutfeelirritatedbySeamus’staunting.

Withthat,allfourofthemthenbegangatheringtheirinnerstrength…Andasplitsecondlater,both

sideshadalreadyexchangeduptoeightblows!

Totheuntrainedeye,alltheycouldseewereblackshadowsjumpingaboutintheopenspace,causing

destructionwherevertheylanded.Tomakemattersmoreintense,eachblowwassofastthatitcaused

theairsurroundingtheirfiststowhistle!

Asthefourpeoplefoughton,Rupertcouldn’thelpbutbreakoutincoldsweatashethought,‘…How…

Howterrifying…!TothinkthateventhethirdgenerationoftheFairleighfamilywasalreadythis

strong…!’



Afterallthistime,Rupertfinallyrealizedthathehadbeenatextbookexampleofbeingafroginthewell.

AfteroccupyingSunhillRiseforovertenyears,hehadassumedthathewassecondintheworld,bested

onlybytheheavensitself.Whyhadn’theeverconsideredthefactthatthereweremanyothersinthe

outsideworldcapableofkillinghimwithjustasimplepinch?

‘Oncethisbattleisover,nomatterwhatittakes,I’lldefinitelyhavetorecruitabodyguardwithatleast

thesameamountofstrengththatBradleyhas.Otherwise,nobodywouldevenfindoutifIwereto

suddenlybeassassinated!’Rupertthoughttohimselfashecontinuedprayingthatthethreemasters

wouldwin.Iftheydidenduplosing,thenthosefromtheKingValleywouldtrulybeunabletoweather

throughthiscatastrophe!

Atthatmoment,onefinalexplosivesoundcouldbeheardasthesilhouettesofallfourpeoplehopped

backtoopposingsidesofthefield.Whileoneofthemstoodinthespothehadstartedfrom,theother

threehadretreatedagoodfewstepsawayfromwheretheyhadbegunfrom.

Everyone’seyeswerenowfullywidenedaschillsranuptheirspines.

Thestaggeringtriowhohadretreatedwerethethreemasters…
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“Howunexpectedforagreenhornlikeyoutohaveachievedsuchimmenseinnerstrength!”saidoneof

themasters.Allthreeofthemhadlooksofdisbeliefandbittersmilesontheirfacesastheystaredat

Seamuswhoseentirebodyseemedtobesteamingwithexcessheat.

ThoughSeamuswasnowpantingslightly,itwasobviousthathehadperseveredwellinhisfight.

Knowingthat,hethencockilysaid,“Ihopeyounowunderstandwhatmyfatherandsecondunclehad

meant!Justsurrenderalreadysothatlivescanbespared!LetthisbeawarningthatifIhavetocontinue

fighting,Iwon’tbeholdingbackanymore!UnderstandthatourvisittodayissolelyaimedatRupert!If

youdon’twishtodie,thenstepaside!”



Hearingthat,allthreeofthemasterscouldonlysigh.Barelyanyfightingspiritleftinthem,theywere

wellawarethatiftheywereunabletotakedownSeamusevenaftercombiningallthreeoftheirefforts,

thentheycouldcertainlyforgetabouteverbeingBradley’sopponent.

Seeingthat,RupertandeveryoneelsefromtheKingValleyfeltasthoughtheyhadhitrockbottom.

Understandingthattherewasnolongeranythingtolose,RupertglareddaggersattheFairleighsbefore

shoutingangrily,“Doit!”

Uponhearingthecommand,twogunmeninstantlyrevealedthemselvesfrombehindthecourtyard’s

manyrocks!Bothofthemhadbeenhiredwithmassivesumsofmoney,andtheyhadeachclaimedto

begodsofmarksmanship.Withthatinmind,Ruperthadplacedthemashislastlineofdefense.

Regardless,justasbothofthemwereabouttoopenfire,Bradleysuddenlyusedhisinnerstrengthtolift

twostonesoffthegroundbeforelaunchingthemdirectlyatthetwogunmen!Thestonesthemselveshit

eachofthemrightbetweentheireyebrows,causingbothofthemtoscreaminunisonastheyfelltothe

ground!

Uptillthispoint,theFairleighshadonlymadetheirappearanceforabouttenminutes.Despitethat

beingthecase,manyofRupert’smorecapablemenwerealreadyseriouslywoundedanddownforthe

count.Thoughhestillhadaboutahundredandfiftybodyguardsathiscommand,Rupertknewbetter

thantoincreasethecasualtiesforthesakeofit.Fromwhathecouldtell,theonlyonesleftwhowere

capableofmomentarilyholdingtheirgroundwerehimselfandafewotherelders.However,thatwas

aboutit.

Asheponderedhisnextstep,Bradleysuddenlyshouted,“Stepback,Seamus.I’llbetakingoverfrom

here!”

Withafrostyglare,Bradleythenslowly—andmenacingly—beganwalkingtowardRupert.

Atthatmoment,bothFleurandYennyranuptothesquare—utterlypanickedandsurprisedbythehuge

messtheywerecurrentlywitnessing—astheyshouted,“Father…!”



Bythispoint,Rupert’sfacehadgonecompletelypale.Withtremblinglegs,hethenslowlyturnedtolook

athistwobeautifuldaughters…Thoughheclenchedhisfiststightlyashetriedhishardesttoresist,in

theend,heknewhehadtodoit.

“…Say…Bradley,Hershel…Quitehonestly,weneverreallyresentedyoubackthen…Itwasablessing,

really,thatyourancestorsmanagedtolearntheartofpill-makingfromourKingValley.Afterall,it

eventuallyledtothecreationofFairleighValley!Regardless,I’vealwayshadahunchthatSeamuswas

interestedinourFleur…Whatsayyoutousturningthisenmityintofriendship…?”

“Hah!YoureallythinkmynephewlikesyourFleur?Let’scutthebullsh*tandjustletmekillyoualready!

Oncethat’sdone,I’lljusttakeyourdaughtersothatmynephewcansatisfyhisurges!”scoffedBradley,

notevenworriedaboutfilteringhiswordsanymoreashebeganwalkingmenacinglytowardRupert.

Fromwhateveryonecouldsee,hismurderousintentwasalreadyoverflowingbythispoint.

Atthatmoment,MylesrushedovertostandbeforeRupertwhileshouting,“Master!”

However,thesecondhegotthere,BradleysimplysmackedhishandagainstMyles’sshoulder,causing

himtocrumbletotheground,completelyunabletostand!

PattingRupert’sfacewiththebackofhishand,Bradley—whowasnowstandingrightinfrontofthe

man—thensaid,“Youknow,onceyou’reoutofthepicture,Rupert,FairleighValleywillfinallybeableto

takewhatwe’vealwayswanted.Withthatinmind,didyouhonestlythinkthatwewouldevenneedto

covettoyourpettybargain?”

“B-BrotherBradley,Iadmittomyfaults…!Iwasblindbackthen,sopleaseforgiveme…!Beforeyoudo

anythingrash,pleaserememberthatyourancestorswereonlyabletomaketheirfortunebecauseof

theKingValley!Withthatinmind,youcan’tjustwipeouttherootsofyourforefathers…!”pleaded

Rupert.Nowthathehadnobodyelsesupportinghim,thetremblingRupertknewthathewasno

differentthananordinaryman.

Asplitsecondlater,Rupert’srightcheekwasimmediatelygreetedbyaslap!



“‘Can’tjustwipeouttherootsofourancestors?’Youtalkasthoughyou’reevenworthytocallyourself

that!I’llsayitnowthattome,killingyouisaseasyassquashingabug!Regardless,onceFairleighValley

takesovertheKingValley’sindustry,I’msuretheothervalleyswon’thaveanythingtosayaboutit,amI

correct?”

“Y-yes!It’sasyousaid!Withthatinmind,pleasesparemylife,BrotherBradley!”beggedRupertwho

simplycouldn’tbearthepressureofdeathanymore.Hewassoterrified,infact,thatheimmediately

kneltbeforehisdaughtersandeveryoneelsewithaloud‘thud’beforehuggingontoBradley’slegsand

bumpinghisforeheadontothem.

Regardlessofhowmuchofabigshothewas,hewasonlyhumanandstillfeareddeath.Hehadonly

perseveredforsolongsincehehadtastedpowerandwealthbefore.Inotherwords,hehadbeenmore

afraidoflosinghismaterialbelongingsthandeathuptillthispoint.

Watchingashisformerenemykneltandbeggedlikeadog,Bradleyinstantlylaughedtriumphantly,his

dissatisfaction—thathehadheldinhisheartforovertenyears—seeminglyslowlydissipating.

Asforthethreemastersfrombefore,theycouldonlyholdontotheirchests,unabletoadvancenor

retreat.Sighinginternally,allthreeofthemsimultaneouslythought,‘Todaytrulyhasbeenamistake…

We’venowlosteverything…’

LookingathowpitifultheoncemajesticbossofSunhillRisecurrentlywas,everyone’sheartsfelt

extremelybitter.Afterall,nomatterhowmuchhekneltorbeggedformercy,thatmanwasstilltheir

lord.

“M-Master,youmustn’tdothis…!Kneelingtodaywillonlymakeyouthejokeoftheothervalleysaswell

asourinternationalbusinessmancustomers!”saidMyles,hiseyesreddened.
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“I…I’llfightitoutwithallofyou!”shoutedthefuriousFleuroutoftheblue.

Revealingahiddendagger,shethenrushedtowardBradley,intentonpiercingitrightintohischest!

Sinceshehadalwayslikedmartialartsandhadbeenpracticingseveralformsofthemeversinceshewas

achild,Fleurwasratherconfidentthatshecouldatleastlandahit.

Toherutterdismay,allittookwasasinglekickfromSeamusforhimtodisarmher.Shewasn’teven

abletogetanywhereclosetoBradley!

Asthedaggerfelltotheground,SeamusgrabbedFleurbyherwristbeforepullingherintohisarms.

Seeingthat,theterrifiedYennythenrushedforward,hopingtorescuehersisterassheshouted,“I-I’ll

fightyoutoo!”

ScreamingassherantowardSeamus,anotheryoungmasterfromFairleighValleysimplysteppedinand

grabbedherwristbeforehugginghertightlyinhisarms,justlikehowSeamuswasdoingwithFleur.

Laughingsinisterly,Seamusthensaid,“YouhavenoideahowlongI’vebeenwaitingforthismoment,

Fleur!Ihaveaproposalforyou!Ifyouobeymyeveryordertonight,thenI’lltellmyfatherandsecond

uncletospareyourlife!Hell,I’llevenmakeyoutheyoungmistressofthetwogreatvalleys!Duetohow

generousIam,I’llevenallowyoutokeephalfofKingValley!Howaboutit?”

“Unhandme,youb*stard!”shoutedFleur,despairreflectedinhereyesassheturnedtofacethe

hundredandfiftyKingValleybodyguardswhowerestillstandingthere.

“Whatareallofyouevendoing?Stopstandingthereinadazeandattackalready!”

Uponhearingthatorder,allofthemfinallysnappedoutofitandtookastepforward,intentonfighting

tilltheveryend!However,thesecondBradleyturnedtolookatthem,allofthemsimplyfrozeinplace

again!



AfterwitnessinghowstrongtheFairleighs—whohadbeenlivinginseclusionforsomanyyears—were,

everyoneknewforafactthattheyweren’tgoingtoevencomeclosetobeingtheiropponents.

“F-Fleur,justbeagoodgirlandlistentoMr.Fairleigh!Pleaseagreetowhateverhewantsandsaveyour

father…!”pleadedRupertshamelessly.

“Hah!Save?You’redyingnomatterwhathappenstoday,Rupert!”scoffedBradleyasheknocked

Ruperttotheground.

“Quitdawdlingwithhim,Bradley.It’shightimewegotridofhimandallhispeoplefromKingValley!

Thesooneryoudoit,thequickerwe’llfinallybeabletotakeoverthisplace!”saidHershelwithasmirk.

“Loudandclear!Wellthen,Rupert!I’llbehandingyouyourone-waytickettohell!”snortedBradleyas

heslowlyraisedhisarm,aimingforRupert’shead.

Ruperthimselfwassofrightenedthatheendedupclosinghiseyes.

BeforeBradleycouldlandthefinishingblow,however,Myles—whohadfinallymanagedtostruggleto

hisfeet—suddenlyshouted,“Stop!”

Nowthateveryone’seyeswereonhim,Mylesthenkneltwitha‘thud’beforeGeraldbeforebegging,

“Mr.Crawford!Themasterofthevalleywaswrong,sopleaseacceptmyapologyonhisbehalf!I,Myles

Mateman,amwillingtooffermylifeinexchangeforanother,soplease,pleasesavethemasterofthe

valley!I’llrepayhisdebtwithmylife…!”

AsMylescontinuedkowtowingtillhisforeheadwasallbloodied,Hershelshouted,“Whatareyou

waitingfor,Bradley?Doit!”



Hearingthat,Bradleysnappedoutofitandraisedhispalmagain,thistimeintentonfinishingRupert…

However,attheverylastsecond,Bradleyinstinctivelytookastepbackassomethinglightning-fast

rushedpasthiseyes!Quicklylookinginthedirectiontheobjecthadflowntoward,Bradleywasjustin

timetoseeitcollidingagainstoneofthecourtyard’smanyrockstructures…

Beforesendingtherockexplodingthunderouslyintoaseaofdebris!

Evenasthedustfinallysettled,noneofthepeopletherewereabletobreakfreefromtheirsilent

paralysis.
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“…W-what…?!”shoutedBradly,anutterlyhorrifiedandincredulousexpressiononhisfaceashestared

wide-eyedatGerald.

Bradleywasalreadysomeonewhopossessedimmensestrength.Withthatinmind,howcouldan

ordinarypersonlikeGerald—wholookednoolderthanSeamus—actuallycausehimtoflinchfrom

attacking?

HadhenotwitnessedGerald’ssuddenattackjustsecondsago,hewouldn’thavebelievedhowcapable

theyouthtrulywas!Butthiswasillogical,wasn’tit?

AsBradley—inhisshockandhorror—continuedtryingtomakesenseofthesituation,Hershelcould

simplyfrownasheturnedtolookathisyoungerbrother.

Rupert,Fleur,andtheothersfromKingValley,ontheotherend,werenowfeelingliketheyhadfinally

beengracedwithhopeafterbeingpushedintosuchadesperatesituationearlier.



Tothinkthathehadsuchungodlystrength…Thinkingback,sincenoneofthemhadbeenabletodiscern

howpowerfulhetrulywasearlier,itwasluckythattheydidn’toffendhimtoobadly…

Regardless,whenRupertsawthatGerald—whowasarguablyevenstrongerthanBradley—wasnow

defendinghim,heimmediatelygottohisfeet.

Fleurherselfhadalreadywiggledfreewheneveryonewasstilldumbfoundedearlier,andshehadjust

successfullyfreedhersisteraswellatthemoment.

RunningbacktowheremostoftheKingValleyguardswere,Yennypantedbeforesaying,“S-sister!It’s

him!Ihadn’tnoticedhispresenceearlier,butitturnsoutthatheisn’tdead!”

“Hush!Don’tsayanythingfirst!”repliedFleurwhowasequallyassurprisedasYennywas.

Withtheatmospherenowextremelycoldandsolemn,Bradleyeventuallyfrownedbeforeasking,

“…Whoareyou?”

ThoughhehadalreadynoticedGerald’spresencelongbeforePeterhadevenbegunfightingSeamus,

Bradleyhadn’treallypaidmuchattentiontohim,especiallysincehelookedsoyoung.Instead,his

attentionwasfullypreoccupiedwiththethreemasters,Rupert,andthetwogunmenfromearlier.

Henowknew,however,thatthiskidpossessedtrulyextraordinarystrength.Withthatinmind,itwas

obviousthathehadsomethingtorelyon.

Bradleywasapersonwhohadsurvivedcountlessrainsofbulletsthroughouttheyears,andasidefrom

usingbruteforce,thereasonwhyhewasstillalivewasbecausehehadalwaysbeenextremelycareful.

Evenifhewasfacingaseeminglyordinaryman,heknewbetterthantounderestimatehisopponent.

Afterall,hewasexperiencedenoughtoknowthateverythingcouldgowrongbecauseofasinglewrong

judgment.



SeeingthatGeraldwasn’treplying,Rupert—whowasnowfinallyregainingabitofconfidence—cleared

histhroatashesaid,“…Wellthen!Ihadn’texpectedourbenefactorfrombackthentoraisesuchan

outstandingapprentice!IadmitthatIwasabittoorashandimpetuousjustnow…IfIremember

correctly,MyleshadsaidthatyouwishedtocollectthreeCherishHerbs,correct?Ifyouhelpusdeal

withtheFairleighs,forgetthree,I’llgiveyoutenofthem!Hell,I’lleventhrowinanotherseventy-five

thousanddollars!Howaboutit?”

Uponhearingthat,Geraldsimplyturnedtolookathimbeforesmilingcoldlyashereplied,“Ihopeyou

understandthatIonlysavedyouearlierduetohowsincerelyMyleswasbeggingmeto!Areyou

honestlyattemptingtousethosesimpleterms,thinkingyoucanjustdismissmeafterIdealwiththem?

Whenyou’recurrentlyatsuchacriticalmomentthatcouldeasilyspellyourdeath?”

WhatGeraldhadsaidwasnoexaggeration.HadhenotfeltMyles’simmenseloyalty,Geraldwouldn’t

evenhaveconsideredsavingRupert’slife.Afterall,hecould’vejustobtainedthemedicineonhisown

onceRupertwasdead.

HearingGerald’sreply,Rupertinstantlyfelthisheartclench.

SinceGeraldlookedlikeacountrybumpkinwhohadn’tseenmuchoftheworld,Ruperthadassumed

thatGeraldwoulddefinitelybesurprisedbyhissuddenoffer.Intheend,however,Rupertwastheone

whowassurprisedsinceGeralddidn’tseemtocareabouttheofferatall!

“…Doyounotthinkthatmyofferisgoodenough,younglad?Whatdoyouwishforthen?Justsaythe

wordandI’llgiveittoyouaslongasyou’rewillingtohelpgetridofmyenemiesforme!”bargained

Rupert.

“Oh,whatIwantisquitesimple.IjustwishtoownafifthoftheKingValley!”repliedGeraldwithalaugh.

“…I…Ibegyourpardon…?”repliedRupert,hiseyeswidenedinshock.

EvenFleurhadn’texpectedGeraldtobethisgreedy!



“Oh?Hmm…Well,IsaidIjustwishtoownafourthoftheKingValley!”saidGeraldwithasmirk.

Nowbreathingfrantically,Rupertfinallyrealizedhowseriouslyhehadunderestimatedthekid.Tothink

thatthisyoungcountrybumpkinwouldevendaretoaskforafifthoftheKingValley!Asifthatwasn’t

alreadyoutrageousenough,hewasnowaskingforafourth!

“…I’msureIheardyousaidafifthearlier…Regardless,Iwon’tliethatit’sexceedinglydifficultformeto

justhandoverafifthofmyvalleytoyou!Howaboutthis?Shouldyoubewillingtohelpmedealwith

them,I’llgiveyouatenthofthisplace!It’llcertainlybemorethansufficientforyoutoleadaneasyand

carefreelifefromthemoneygeneratedfromthatarea!”
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Rupertfoundhimselffrowningashesaidthat.Naturally,hewasgoingtobereluctanttopartwithhis

assents,andsincehewasstillalive,hewasdefinitelygoingtoatleastattempttonegotiatefurther.

FixinghisgazeonRupert,Geraldsimplyreplied,“Athird!”

Hearingthat,theeldersfoundthemselvesexchangingglanceswithoneanother.Itwasalreadyobvious

thattheknifewasatRupert’sthroat,sotherereallywasnoreasonforhimtocontinuetryingtobargain

withGerald.Withhowthingswerecurrentlygoing,theeldersknewforafactthattherewasaveryreal

possibilityofRupertlosingtheentirevalleytoGeraldbythetimeallthiswasover.

Takinginadeepbreath,Rupert—whowasstillunwillingtojustagreelikethat—thensaid,“Pleasedon’t

takeadvantageofusknowingthatwe’realreadyatourweakest,younglad!Sobeit!I’llhandyouafifth

ofthevalley,justasyou’veaskedbefore!Isthatagreeable?”

“HalfofKingValley!Nothinglessifyoustillwantmetohelpyou!”repliedGeraldwithasmile.



Rupertinstantlykneltonthegrounduponhearingthat.Hetrulywascaughtinadilemmasinceit

wouldn’tberightforhimtosimplyacceptGerald’sconditionlikethat.

Quitehonestly,hewaswonderingifGeraldwouldtrulyendupbeingusefulintheend.Afterall,not

eventhethreemastersandtwogunmenhehadhiredwereabletodealwiththesituation.Intheend,

however,heknewthatGeraldwashisfinalrayofhope,andhecouldn’tjustlethimwalkoffnowthat

hewasalreadyonthevergeofdeath.

HenowalsoknewbetterthantocontinuetryingtotrickGerald,knowingfullwellthatifheattemptedit

onemoretime,Geraldwouldmostcertainlyendupgettingtheentirevalley.

Ifonlyhehadknownthatthingsweregoingtoendupthisway,thenhewould’vedefinitelyattempted

tobuildabetterrelationshipwithGeraldearlier.TothinkthatGeraldhadsimplystartedoffaskingfor

threeCherishherbs…TherewereatleastamillionofthemstoredwithinKingValleyaftercollecting

themforhundredsofyears!Whyhadn’thejustgiventhreeofthemtohimandbedonewithit?

Nowextremelyfrantic,Rupertcouldalmostfeelhimselflosinghistemper.However,herefrained,

knowingthatwhetherhegotangryornot,therewasstillnotgoingtobeanyotherwayout.

Withthatinmind,themasterofthevalleygrittedhisteethandstompedhisfoothardontheground

beforesaying,“…Verywell!I’ll…I’llgiveyouhalfofKingValley!Nowplease,please,helpmegetridof

thoseenemies!”

“Nowwouldn’tithavebeenbetterforyounottoplayanyofyourpettytricksinthefirstplace…?”

repliedGeraldwithagrinbeforeturningtolookatBradleyandtheothers.

Fromwhathewasabletotell,Bradley’sstrengthwasclosetothemiddlestageoftheSpiritEarthRealm,

thesamestagethatGeraldcurrentlywason.WhilethatwouldtechnicallysignifythatheandGerald

wereequallymatchedintermsofstrength,Geraldwasclearlysuperiorwhenitcametotheamountof

trainingbothofthemhadexperienced.



“…Don’tgetcockytoosoon!FromwhatIcansense,bothofusareequallymatchedintermsofour

innerstrength!Furthermore,Ihavemybrotherandnephewherewithme!”gruntedBradley.Whileit

wastruethathewasaverycautiousperson,hisangerhadovertakenmostofhisrationality.Hewasso

infuriated,infact,thatbloodwasalreadystartingtoseepfromhisoldfacialscar,makinghimlookall

themoreferocious!

LookingstraightintoBradley’seyes,Geraldthenreplied,“Oh?Youdon’tbelievethatIcantakeyou

down?Hmm…Whattodo…IguessI’lljusthavetoprovemypointbyhavingallthreeofyoucomeatme

atthesametime!Howaboutthat?”

“…You…!You’rereallyaskingfordeath,aren’tyou?!”roaredBradleyashiseyesinstantlyflaredupwith

murderousintent.

Intheend,Bradleywassomeonewhoplacedhisworthevenhigherthanhislife.Withthatinmind,

despiteGeraldclearlyhavinganimmenseamountofstrength,Bradleywasmorethandeterminedto

breakhimintopiecesafterbeinghumiliatedsomuchbyhim!

“OnceI’vetornoffyourheadandlimbs,I’llbetossingallofthemintotheriverforthefishtofeedon!”

growledtheenragedBradleywhonowlookedsoterrifyingthateveryonepresentinstantlyturnedpale

infright.

‘Youreallyarejustayoungkidwhodoesn’tknowwhat’sgoodforyou!Lookatthesituationyougot

yourselfin!Couldn’tyousensehowterrifyingBradleyalreadywas?Whydidyouhavetoprovokehim

evenfurther?Whileit’struethatyou’retalented,youshouldknowthatBradley’salreadyaveteran!’

thoughtthethreemastersastheyhelplesslywatchedon.

Myleshimselfwascompletelydumbfoundedbytheturnofevents.WhilehealreadyknewthatGerald

wasarrogant,hehadn’texpectedhimtobethisarrogant!Washereallygoingtoattempttofightall

threeofthematonce…?

BeforeMylescouldwonderanyfurther,hesawGeraldstraighteninghisbodybeforecasuallyreplying,

“Oh?Isthatso?”



Followingthat,Geraldsuddenlyoutstretchedhisrighthandbeforeclenchingandturningiteverso

slightly…Itgavetheimpressionasthoughhehadcaughtthewind…Aseveryonewonderedwhathewas

tryingtodo,Geraldthenretractedhishandtowardhischestbeforeseeminglytossinganinvisibleknife

towardBradley…

Onlyratherthanjustbeingmeremimicryoftossingaknife,everyonestaredwide-eyedasawhitelight

shotoutfromhispalm!Asifthatwasn’talreadyshockingenough,thecrowdwatchedinastonishment

asthegroundsplitslightlyapartastheorboflightcontinuedflyingtowardBradley!

Inthelight’spath,however,wasaratherlargeboulder.Everyonenowcurioustoknowwhatwould

happentothelightuponcollision,theirquestionwasquicklyansweredwhenitsimplyshotthroughthe

boulder!

…Butwait,itdidn’tjustshootthrough…Asplitsecondlater,thebouldersplitintotwocleanhalves,with

bothsidescutsocleanthattheygleamedlikethesurfaceofamirror!Expensive-lookingtilescracking

apartasthelightsurgedon,itfinallystoppedmovingtheseconditarrivedinchesawayfromBradley’s

face.

AsBradleystoodparalyzedinhisuttershock,theothersfoundthemselvestoodumbfoundedtoeven

makeasoundaswell.

EveryonenowlookingatthedeepgashontheearththatGeraldhadcaused,theentiretyofKingValley

becamemomentarilyenvelopedinsilence.
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“…B-bygod…Ishe…Isheahumanoragod…?”

ThoughMyles’smouthhadbeenhangingopenthisentiretime,hecouldn’tcarelessabouthowhe

lookedashetrembledwhilemutteringthatquestion.



Eventhethreemasterswereutterlystunned.Afterall,whileBradleywasmorepowerful,faster,and

moreskillfulcomparedtoregularpeople,hiscapabilitieswerestill—attheveryleast—predictableand

understandable.Gerald,ontheotherhand,wasacompletelydifferentstory.

Afterall,hehadjustsplittheearthandevenalargeboulderclearinhalfjustbywavinghishandinthe

air!Nobodycould’vepredictedthat!Severalotherswerehavingsimilarthoughtsaswell.

Regardless,followingalongsilence,oneofthethreemasters—afterstaringatthemarksleftonthe

groundthisentiretime—murmured,“…Thatwasn’tacelestialtechnique…Instead,itwasastrange

martialart…It…Itwastheairbendingskill…!Addingthattothefactthatthatboyhasalreadyconquered

theNebulaRealmandownsthePoweroftheHundredDivineFists,itwouldn’tbeastretchtosaythat

hewouldbeabletoeasilykillapersonstandingtenmetersaway!Ihadalwaysthoughtthatallthatwas

simplythestuffoflegends…NowthatI’vewitnesseditwithmyveryowneyes,IcansafelysaythatIcan

diewithoutanyregrets…”

Beforeanyonecouldevenrespondtothat,thestepsoffeetpatteringcouldbeheard,prompting

everyonetoturnaround…OnlytorealizethatBradleywasretreating!

“Retreat!Hurry!”yelledBradley.

“…What?He’s…he’sattemptingtoescape…?!”

Ofcoursehewas.AfterseeinghowGeraldhadlaunchedsuchapowerfulattackjustbyfiddlingwithhis

fingers,Bradleyinstantlyrealizedthathehadjustdughisowngrave.

Tohisuttershock,notonlydidGeraldexhibitsignsofsuperbtraining,buthealsopossessedextremely

powerfulmartialartskills!Understandingthat,Bradleyknewthathewasnolongerworthyofbeing

Gerald’sopponent.

Whatanextraordinarybeing!Bradleyknewforafactthatevenifthereweretenofhimself,allofhis



copieswouldn’tevencomeclosetodefeatingGerald!

“Tothinkthathe’salreadyenteredsucharealmathisage!Howutterlyunbelievable!Evenmygeniusof

amasterbackthenwasn’tabletoenterthatrealmtillhewasaroundfifty,andhe’satopmasteraswell

asahero!Howcouldamartialartistwithsuchanordinarybackgroundevenpossesssuchgodlyskills?!”

mutteredBradleyunderhisbreathashecontinueddashingaway,hopingthathisheadstartwould

allowhimtoescape.

JustastheotherFairleighs—whowerenowstartingtogetincreasinglyworried—wereabouttoturn

aroundandbookit,Geraldsimplylookedattheescapingmanbeforesneering,“Finallyplanningon

leaving?I’mafraidit’smuchtoolateforthat!”

Followingthat,GeraldtookinadeepbreathbeforeactivatinghisThunderEruptionskill!Hispalmsnow

reddened,Geraldthenflickedhisfingers,sendingthree,white,silk-likestrandsshootingoutlikebullets

towardBradley,Hershel,andSeamus’sbacks!

Upon—flyingovertenmetersand—hittingtheirbacks,Seamuswasthefirsttoscreamasheinstantly

beganspurtingbloodoutofhismouthbeforefallingtothegroundshortlyafter.

Bradleyhimselffoundhiseyesturningblackashefeltthebluntforce—thatfeltsimilartobeinghitwith

ahammer—onhisback.Beingflungforwardbyhowhardtheforcewas,Bradleyendedupsmashing

directlyintoawall!

Witnessingallthat,thethreemasterscouldonlytrembleinfearasoneofthemsaid,“…Bothhisinner

andexternalstrengthareequallyasextraordinary…!Hereallyiscapableofkillingwithjustasnapofa

finger!He’salivinggodonearth…!”

Whiletheyoungmanonlylookedtobearoundtheageoftwenty-five,noneofthemastershadany

furtherdoubtsthathewasatrueapexgreatmasteraswellassomeoneextremely—and

mysteriously—well-learnedintherealmofmartialarts



Regardless,themastersweregladthattheyhadearlierheldtheirtongues.Afterall,theywould’ve

definitelybeenslappedbyGeraldhadtheysaidwhatwaspreviouslyontheirmind,thatbeing,‘How

couldtherepossiblybeagreatmasterundertheageofthirty?They’realreadyextremelyrareinthe

world,andthey’recomparableonlytolivingmasterpieces!Withthatinmind,onecan’tsimplybrag

aboutbeingagreatmaster!’

Whateverthecasewas,withallthreeofthecommandingFairleighsnowcompletelydefeated,itwas

nowtheirfamily’ssubordinates’turntonotdaretomakeanyfurthermoves.

Seeingthatthetableshadnowcompletelyturned,Rupertfinallyfullyrecoveredfromhisinitialshock

andranovertoBradleybeforekickinghimrightinthestomach!Followingthat,hethenlaughedbefore

saying,“Ibetyouneverimaginedthatthingswouldendupthisway,didyou,younglad?Remember

thatifIcouldhumiliateandtossyououtlikethemiserableoutcastyouwerebackthen,thenIcanjust

aseasilykillyoutoday!Hahaha!”

Thesecondhissentenceended,however,hesuddenlyheardafaintvoicebehindhimsaying,“Iassure

youthatBradleyisn’tdeadyet…He’ssimplyunconsciousfornow…Youhadbestbecarefulthathe

doesn’twakeupfromyourkick…”

Hearingthat,RupertinstantlystoppedlaughingbeforeturningaroundtolookatGerald,apleasant

smileonhisface.

“…Mr.Crawford-No,MasterCrawford…What…didyoumeanbythat…?Didn’tyoukillthis

murderer…?”

Rollinghiseyes,Geraldsimplyreplied,“Nomatterwhatthecaseis,he’sstillalearnedgreatmaster,and

hisinnerstrengthisalmostasgoodasmine.Ionlyhadtheupperhandsincemymartialartsskillsarea

littlebetterthanhis.Withthatinmind,whywouldIkillhim?He’sonlyunconsciousnow!”
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Thesecondhewasfinishedspeaking,GeraldwalkedovertoBradleybeforepattinghisbodyafewtimes.

“…Alright,I’veseveredallofhisvitalenergypoints.Evenifhehasanyinnerstrengthleft,hewon’tbe

abletouseitforthetimebeing.I’llbeleavinghimtoyouthen,”saidGerald.

“T-Thankyou,MasterCrawford!Itrulyaminaweofyourextraordinarystrength,greatness,and

techniques!”flatteredRupertashestoodbesideGerald.

Watchingasthemannearinghisfiftiestriedhisbesttoflatteramuchyoungerpersonwouldmake

anyonewatchingthescenetemptedtolaughoutloud.Itcertainlydidn’thelpthathisattitudebefore

andafterhefoundouthowstrongGeraldwashadtakenacompleteone-eighty!

Uponhearingthat,Geraldhimselfcouldonlyshakehisheadwithawrysmileonhisface.

WhatGeralddidn’tknowwasthatafterexperiencingarollercoasterofemotionstoday,Ruperthad

longgivenuponmaintaininghisdignityandimageanymore.Allhewantedtodonowwastogetinto

Gerald’sgoodbooks,andwhatbetterwaytodothatthantokeepflatteringhim!

Rupert’sthoughtprocesswasthatifhehadsuchalearnedgreatmasterbackinghimup,thenhesurely

wouldn’thavetoworryaboutanyotherchampions,legends,orevenmastersinthefuture!

‘Nomatterhowstrongmyfutureenemiesare,they’dnevercomeclosetoevenbeingaspowerfulas

MasterCrawford,theyouthwhocankillwithjustair!’Rupertthoughttohimself.

Atthatmoment,thethreemasterswalkedovertoGerald—disregardingtheinjuriesontheir

bodies—beforeasking,“MasterCrawford,willhetrulybeunabletousehisstrengthafteryousevered

hisvitalenergypoints?”

Awarrior’sinnerstrengthstemmedfromtheirelixir-of-lifefield.Withthatinmind,ifGeraldtrulyhad

interruptedhismainacupuncturepoints,thenBradleywouldnolongerbeabletoaccesshisinner



strengthforreal!

“Isimplyusedauniquemethodofinterruptinghisbody’smeridiansatseveralpoints.Duetothat,his

innerstrengthwillconstantlybescatteredallovertheplace.Ifhecan’tcollecthisinnerstrength,then

he’sprettymuchrenderedpowerless,”explainedGeraldcasually.

Thethreemastersweredumbfoundedonceagain.Howutterlyamazing!Thisyouthtrulywasagodon

earth!

EvenFleurandYennywerenowblushing.Nowonderhehadn’tbeenafraidwhentheyfirstcaughthim.

Evenwhenhewassenttosuchadangerousplace,bothofthemhadfounditslightlyoddthatthere

wasn’tatraceoffearonhisface!Nowthattheyknewhowpowerfulhewas,itmadesensewhyhe

hadn’tbeenfrightenedintheleast!

“Regardless,nowthatI’vesolvedyourissue,Ithinkit’shightimeyoufulfilledyourpromisetome,

masterofthevalley,”saidGeraldasheclappedhishands.

“…Promise?”repliedRupertasheplacedhishandoverhisheadasthoughhehadjustregainedhis

senses.

Nowthathisenemieshadbeentakencareofandtherewasnomoredanger,Rupertwasstartingtofeel

slightlyunwillingtopartwithhalfofhisassets…

“…Hmm?Couldyouperhapsbeplanningongoingbackonyourword…?”askedGeraldwithafrownas

heglaredatRupert.

ThemomentGerald’seyesmethis,Rupertfeltasthoughhehadjustbeenelectrocuted.Tremblingashe

grittedhisteethinpanic,Rupertthenreplied,“N-no!Ofcourse,not!Worrynot,MasterCrawford,for

I’lldefinitelyfulfillmypromise!”



KnowingthatGeraldwasevenmoreferociousthanBradley,Rupertwasafraidthathislifewouldbeon

thelineifhedidn’tkeephisword.

Evenso,thatdidn’tstophimfromtryingtothinkupcountermeasures.Ashismindcontinuedracing,he

suddenlyheardGeraldsay,“Aslongasyoudon’tgobackonyourword,you’llbefine.Speakingofwhich,

I’llsoonbetakingmyleavefirst,butbeforethat,IneedyoutogetmetheherbsthatIaskedforaswell

asafewoxybloodpellets.I’llbeusingthemsoon!”

“R-rightaway,MasterCrawford…!”repliedRupertinaclearlydepressedvoice.

‘WhatonearthshouldIevendohere…?Ican’tjusthandoverhalfofmyassetstothisyoungkid!He’s

notworthyofallthatpower!I’llhavetofindawaytogetridofhim…Butuntilthen,IguessIcanonly

continuedelayingtheprocessofhandingthevalleyover…I’llneverhandhalfofKingValleytohim…!’

Justashewasdeepinthought,Rupertsuddenlyfelthisbrowsgoingcold.Itfeltasifsomethinghad…

justenteredhisbrain?

Turningaroundquickly,hewasjustintimetoseeGeraldmovinghishandaway.

Touchinghisforehead,Rupertthenasked,“…MasterCrawford…?Whatwereyoudoing…?”

“Oh,nothingmuch.Isimplyinsertedpoisonintoyourbrain!Afterall,withhalfoftheKingValleybeing

putontheline,Ihaveafeelingthatyoumaytrytodelaythingstillyoufindawaytogetridofme!Of

course,ifthat’snotthecase,allthebetterforyou!”repliedGeraldwithasmile.

“…T-that…I…Iwouldnever…”stutteredRupert,nowcompletelydumbfounded.
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“Mr.Crawford,thisistheoxybloodpelletandherbthatyouaskedfor!”

Notlongafterthat,oneoftheservantsbroughtthethingsoverrespectfully.

Geraldcheckedeverythingcarefully.

ThefactthatRuperthadbeenpoisonedbyGeraldwasnotjusttoscarehim.

GeraldhadindeedpoisonedRupertwiththesecretpoison.

AlthoughRupertwasaverygreedypersonandafraidofdying,besideshalfoftheCherishHerbsinKing

Valley,hewasstillprettyusefultoGeraldtoacertainextent.

GeraldwouldnotbeafraidthatRupertwouldgobackonhiswordsinthefutureaslongashecould

threatenhimwiththesecretpoison.

AfterleavingKingValley,Geralddidnotreturntohisuncle’shomeimmediately.

Instead,asperhisagreementwithLeo,hearrivedatthecavethatLeowashidingin.

Geraldcouldnothelpbutfeelalittledumbfoundedwhenhesawthesceneinfrontofhimuponarrival

atthecave.

Leohadusedapileofweedstoblocktheentranceofthecaveandwassimplysittinginsidethecave

motionless,justlikeayoungschoolboywhohadmadeamistakeandwasbeinggroundedathome.

“Mylord!You’reback!”LeosaidashestoodupexcitedlyassoonashesawGerald.



“Wereyouhidinghereinthispositiontheentiretime?”Geraldaskedashelaughed.

“Well,mylord,youaskedmenottomove.So,Ihidherewithoutmovingatallafterfindingthiscave.I

waswaitingforyoutocomebackandpickmeup!”Leosaidashescratchedhishead.

“Youshouldn’tkeepcallingmeyourlord!Leo,speakingofit,youaremyelder.Isimplylooklikeyour

deity,butIamnotthesamedeitythatyouarethinkingof!”Geraldrepliedfrankly.

“Thatisimpossible!Youhavethedragonbloodjadependant.Basedonyouraura,Icanalreadysense

thatyouarethedeity!”

“Aftergettinglockedupbythosemeninthecave,Ihavealreadyfeltmyheartthrobbingoverthepast

fewdays.Itturnsoutthatitisbecausemylord,youarehere!”Leosaidrespectfully.

Geraldhesitatedforamoment.

Queenahadsaidthathewasthedeity.

Also,thisjadependantseemedtohaverecognizedtheexistenceofthedeity.Thatwasthereasonwhy

itgaveGeraldsomanymemoriesattheverybeginningwhenhetouchedit.

Now,Leocouldactuallysensethedeity’saurafromGerald’sbody?!

Coulditbethathewastrulythedeity?Coulditbethatthedeitywasinhisbody?Coulditbethathe

wasindeedthereincarnationofthedeity?Tobeprecise,coulditbethatthedeitywasGeraldinhispast

life,andhewasthedeity’spresentlife?



Geraldhadalreadyhadthesedoubtsinhismindforalongtime.

Allofthesecoincidencesthatwereconnectedseemedtoaffirmandconfirmthisfacttoo.

“Regardingmyidentity,wewilltalkaboutitinthefuture.However,youshouldstopreferringtomeas

yourlord.Itsoundsalittletooawkward!”Geraldsaidashesmiledwryly.

Leowasalittlenervous,andhesaid,“Mylord,coulditbethatyoudespisemeanddon’twantmeto

staybyyoursidetoserveyou?”

“ThatisnotwhatImeant…Sigh…ifyoureallywantto,youcanjustcallmebymyname,then.Myname

isGerald.”

Leoscratchedhisheadbeforehesaid,“Inthatcase,canIsimplycallyouMr.Crawfordjustlikeeveryone

else?TheyalsocalledthatotherpersonMr.Fairleigh!”

“Okay!”

Geraldcouldonlynodhisheadhelplesslyasheasked,“Bytheway,wheredidyoucomefrom,Leo?You

don’tlooklikealocal.”

BothofthemfoundaplaceinthecavetositdownbeforeGeraldquestionedhimoutofcuriosity.

LeowastrulyinaweofGerald.Perhapsitwouldbemoreappropriatetosaythathewasinaweofthe

deity.Thatwaswhytheyhadthisrelationshipnow.

Inaddition,Geraldhadsavedhislife.LeowasespeciallyattractedtoGerald’shandsomeappearance

andthewaythathespoke,whichmadehimseemkindandapproachable.ThismadeLeofeelatease.



ItwasalsothisfeelingthatmadeLeowanttorecognizeGeraldashismaster.Hefeltasthoughhehad

finallyfoundsomeonethathecouldrelyoninthisunfamiliarplace.

So,hewouldnaturallytellGeraldthetruthatthistime.

“Mr.Crawford,Iescapedfromabigflyingbattleshipbeforecomingtothisplaceunknowingly.Moreover,

Ifeltasthoughthisplacewassomehowverystrangeandyetveryfamiliar.IfeltasthoughIhadlived

herebefore,butthenagain,atthesametime,Ifeltasthoughthisplacewasverystrangeandunfamiliar

tome!”Leosaid.

GeraldfelthiswholebodytensingupassoonasheheardLeo’swords.

“Bigflyingbattleship?”Geraldaskedinsurprised.
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Then,helistenedcarefullyasLeoexplainedthewholestorytohim.

ItturnedoutthatwhenLeowasveryyoung,hecouldvaguelyrememberthathewasonalargeflying

battleship.Hecouldnotrememberhowoldhewasatthattime,butGeraldassumedthathewasabout

threetofouryearsoldthen.

Moreover,manypeoplewereonthatflyingbattleship,andtherewerealotofchildrenwhowouldplay

togetherwithhim.

Allofthemweretakentoaplacetogetherwheresomeonetookspecialcareofthem,andLeohad

grownupthere.

Leohadreceivedvarioustraining,andhehadparticipatedinvariousfightseversincehischildhood.



Heonlyknewhowtofight.

Moreover,therehadalwaysbeenaverymysteriouslegendinthatplace,thatwasnoneotherthanthe

deity.

Theplacethattheywereathadtwohugestonestatuesinplace.Itwasastatueofadeityandaladyin

white.

Theyhadgrownupunderthelegendofthedeity.

“Youmeantosaythatyouweretakenawaybytheflyingbattleship?Andyourphysiquechangedand

becamethiswaywhenyouwerethere?”Geraldaskedcuriously.

Hefeltasthoughtherewasamysteriousdoorleadingtoacertaindoorhiddeninthedarkwhichwas

slowlyopeningtohim.

Leonodded.

“Yes,butMr.Crawford,theLeothatyouarelookingatnowisthemeaftermytransformation!”Leosaid.

ItseemedasthoughLeofeltalittleembarrassedwithhiscurrentroughandboorishappearance.

“Afteryourtransformation?”

“Yes.Iamcurrentlyinjured,soIcan’ttransformandchangebacktohowIwasbefore.Ididnotlooklike

thispreviously.Infact,itisreallystrange.Istartedplanningmyescapefromthebigflyingbattleship

aboutonemonthago.AfterIescaped,Iwentintothesea.Afterthat,abigpalaceatthebottomofthe

seaexploded.Itseemsasthoughsomeonehadusedwitchcraftandsomespecialtechniqueonthe

palace.Iwashithardbythismightypower,andIfainted.WhenIwokeup,Ihadalreadybeenturned



intothestatethatIusuallyamin,whenIamfightingandIcannottransformanymore!”Leosaid.

“Intothesea?Anexplosionofapalace?”Geraldrepliedashethoughtcarefully.

“Whathappenedafterthat?Didn’ttheytrytocaptureyou?”Geraldaskedagain.

“Idonotknow.Iwasunconsciousthen.WhenIwokeup,Ifoundmyselfonadesertedisland.Afterthat,

IstartedhidinginsidethewoodsuntilafewdaysagowhenIranintothepeoplefromtheFairleigh

family.Theyusedsomeelectricbatontocaptureme!”

Geraldwasdeepinthought.TheexplosionthatLeodescribedseemedtobeexactlythesameastheone

hehadwitnessedwhenhewasatthepalaceofthekingoftheocean.

Coulditbethattheexplosionatthepalaceofthekingoftheoceanwasthesameexplosionthathad

causedLeotofaint?

“Then,canyougivemeageneraldescriptionofhowthebigflyingbattleshiplookslike?”Geraldasked.

Leobegantousehisbarehandstodrawontheground.Afewminuteslater,Leohadalreadydrawnthe

outlineoftheflyingbattleship.

“SunLeague!”

Geraldstoodupexcitedlyassoonashesawthedrawing.

AlthoughLeohadonlydrawnaroughoutlineoftheflyingbattleship,itsappearancewasalmostexactly

thesameasthatoftheSunLeagueflyingbattleshipwhichwasdepictedonthemuralsonthestonewall.



Gerald’seyelidsbegantwitchingwildly.

LeowasoneofthepeoplewhohadescapedaftergettingcapturedbytheSunLeague?!

Moreover,thatmysteriousflyingbattleshiphadactuallynotbeentoofarfromhimwhenhehaddived

intothebottomoftheseathatday?!

Geraldbegansweatingallover.

Inthatcase,Leowasoneofthepeoplewhohadbeencaptured,buthehadsuccessfullyescaped!

Geraldmadeaboldconjecture.Hefeltasthoughthiswasextremelypossible.

“Bytheway,doyouknowthissign?”

GeraldhurriedlytookoutthetokenoftheholywaterwhichhadthelogooftheSunLeagueonit.

Leo’seyeswidenedimmediately.

“Thatisthemarkthatwasengravedonthosepeople’schests!”Leo’sexpressionbecamealittle

flusteredwhenhesawthelogo.

That’sright!Trueenough,LeohadindeedescapedfromtheSunLeague.ThismeantthatLeowashis

biggestclueinsolvingthemysteryoftheSunLeague!
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Whatistheplacethatyouwereat,Leo?Itseemsasthoughyoucamefromthesameplaceasthedeity

andtheladyinwhite.YoulikelywereoneofthepeoplethattheSunLeaguehadcapturedfromearth!”

Geraldsaid.

Aftersomeexchanges,allofLeo’sdescriptionsseemedtocorrespondtothemanycluesthatGeraldhad

obtainedfromthemuralstogetherwiththeevidencethatGeraldhadgatheredfromthepalaceofthe

kingoftheocean,aswellastheundergroundpalaceinthedesert.

GeraldwasalmostcertainthattheSunLeaguehadcapturedmanypeoplefromearth,andLeowas

simplyoneofthem.

Moreover,theSunLeaguedefinitelyhadaninseparableconnectionwiththeladyinwhiteandthedeity.

Thisway,Geraldcoulddeterminethathewascertainlyontherightpath.Queenahadalsocomefrom

thesameplace.Ifshecouldsurviveintheformofasoul,itwouldnotmakesensethattheladyinwhite

wouldnotbeabletodothesame.

ThelifeexperiencesthatChesterhadhadasachildwereproofthattheladyinwhitehadindeedbeen

activebefore.

Atthistime,Leosaid,“ThatplaceiscalledJaellatra.Itisverydifferentcomparedtothisplace,butthere

isalsoaseventytoeightypercentsimilarity.”

“Jaellatra?So,doyoumeantosaythateveryonewhowascapturedalongwithyouwasallbroughtto

thisplacecalledJaellatra?”Geraldaskedexcitedly.

Leonoddedashesaid,“That’sright.Allofuswerethere,butwedidnotknowhowwecouldescape.

Fortunately,whenweweresentonanothermission,weboardedtheflyingbattleshipagain,andI

managedtorushoutandmakemyescape!”



“Moreover,itseemsasthoughitwouldnotbelongbeforeordinarypeoplelikeyouwouldsuddenly

appeartoreceivetrainingthere!”Leocontinuedspeakingafterthinkingforawhile.

“Then,whatwereallofyoutrainingfor?”Geraldaskedcuriously.

“Idon’tknow.Everyonewasgiventheirownjobsandresponsibilities.Thefewofuswereresponsible

forbuildingweapons.Idonotknowanythingelse!”Leosaidasheshookhishead.

Inthiscase,Geraldhadamajorcluenow,andthatwastheplacethatwasreferredtoasJaellatra.

Milaandtheothershadbeencapturedandtakenawaybytheflyingbattleship.

ItwasnowonderwhyGeraldhadusedallofthefinancialresourcesandmanpowerthathehadtofind

allofthecluesthathehadinthepastyearbuttonoavail.Itturnedoutthattheyhadbeentakento

someotherplacebytheSunLeague.

AlthoughLeodidnotknowwhereJaellatrawasexactly,attheveryleast,Geraldwasnolongeras

confusedandlostashewasbefore.

“Mr.Crawford,youtoldmethatyouwerelookingforsomeonejustnow.Coulditbethatsomeoneclose

toyouhadalsobeencaughtandbroughttoJaellatra?”Leoaskedcuriously.

“Yes!TheyweretakenawaybytheSunLeague!”Geraldrepliedashenodded.

Leoscratchedhisheadandsaid,“ButyouarealegendfromwhereIcamefrom.So,youshouldknow

thewaytoJaellatra.Thereisalsoalong-standinglegendinJaellatra.Shortlyafteryougainedfameand

becamefamous,yousuddenlydisappeared.Unexpectedly,youactuallycamehere!”Leosaidexcitedly.

“Icannotexplaineverythingtoyouinoneortwosentences.However,Iamnotthedeitythatyouare



talkingabout.Asforhim,hisbodyiscurrentlystoredinanundergroundpalace.Moreover,theladyin

whitealsocameherewithhim.IamcurrentlylookingfortheladyinwhitebecauseIwanttohelpthe

twoofthemtobereunitedonceagain.ThisisbecauseIthinkthattherearemoresecretshiddenwhere

theladyinwhiteisat,butIcan’tseemtofindheratall.Furthermore…”

Geraldhadbeenfeelingverydepressedoverthepastfewdays.Hehadsomanypent-upfeelingsinside,

buthedidnotknowwhohecouldtalktoatall.

WhenhesawthatLeoseemedtobeanhonestandtrustworthyperson,hewaswillingtoopenupand

talktoLeoaboutallofthesethings.Moreover,Leowasalsoveryhappytobehisconfidant.

“Ihavealsoheardofsomeoftheirlegendsbefore.ThepossessedQueenathatyouspokeaboutseems

tobehereldersister.Sheisextremelystrongandpowerful,butsheisalsoverywicked.Shedisappeared

atthesametimeasyoutoo,deity!Allofthemcamehere!Moreover,itseemsasthoughshehad

condensedherconsciousnessandthoughtstoformasoul.Nowthatshehasfoundasuitablebody,itis

equivalenttohergettingreborn!”Leosaid.

Sincehisthinkingabilityseemedtobeslightlyweakercomparedtoanaverageperson,hewassilentfor

amomentbeforehesaid,“Ifhissisterhasalreadybeenresurrectedasyou’vesaid,andifshehasalso

shownsignsofbeingactiveafewyearsago,thiscanonlyprovethatshehasalreadycondensedher

consciousnessandthoughttoformasoul.Unfortunately,shecouldnotfindanadaptablebody.

Therefore,therewasnowayforhertogetreborn!”

“Anadaptablebody?”Geraldasked,alittlepuzzled.

“That’sright.Aresurrectedsoulwillneedtofindasuitableadaptablebody.Ifthereisnosuitable

adaptablebody,thesoulwillsimplymovealongwiththecoffin.However,assoonasthereisasuitable

adaptablebodyforher,youcanuseittoleadherout,andshewillbeabletogetreborn,then!Mr.

Crawford,whenthathappens,youwillnotneedtoworksohardtofindhercorpse!”
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“So,thatisthecase!Intheverybeginning,whenhewasattheundergroundpalaceinthedesert,a

mysteriouspersonremindedhimtolookforthecoffinoftheladyinwhitesothathecouldburythem

together.So,itturnsoutthatitwasnottransportinghercorpse,butitwastransportingtheir

consciousnessandthoughts!”Leosaid.

Geraldfinallyunderstood.

“Leo,doyouknowhowtofindasuitableadaptablebodyforher,then?Doyouknowhowtodrawher

out?”Geraldhurriedlyasked.

“Accordingtothelegends,itisrumoredthatsheisthesameasthedeity,andshecultivatesand

practicestheThunderEruptiontechnique.So,thereisthunderessentialqiinherbody,andhersoulhas

alsobeentransitioned.So,youhavetofindsomeoneproficientinThunderEruptiontousetheThunder

GodlyPupiltofindasuitableadaptablebodyforher.Afterfindingasuitableadaptablebody,theperson

shouldalsoreleasethunderessentialqi.Whenshesensesit,shewillcomeoutimmediately!”

“However,Mr.Crawford,therearenotmanypeoplewhocanuseorpracticetheThunderEruption

technique.Inaturallydonotknowhowtouseit!”Leosaidashewasfilledwithself-reproach.

“ThunderEruption?”

AssoonasGeraldheardthis,hecouldnothelpbutfeeloverjoyed.

Wasn’thepracticingandcultivatingtheThunderEruptiontechniquenow?

Indeed,thereweremanytechniquessuchaseyetraining,physicaltraining,andqitrainingrecorded

withinit.

ItturnedoutthathewouldbeabletofindtheladyinwhitebyusingtheThunderEruptiontechnique!



“That’sright.However,thiskindofsecrettechniquehasveryhighrequirementsonaperson’sphysique

andbloodvessels.Iftheyarenottalentedorskillfulenough,theywouldexplodeanddiewhile

practicingorusingthistechnique!”Leosaid,andtherewasastronglonginglookinhiseyes.

WastheresuchasayingabouttheThunderEruptiontechnique?Butwhywasheokayevenafter

practicingit?

Coulditbethathewasindeedthereincarnationofthedeity?

However,Geralddidnothavetimetothinkaboutthisforthetimebeing.

LeotoldGeraldhowtousethethunderessentialqitofindawaytolookforasuitableadaptablebody.

“Leo,thankyoufortellingandgivingmesomanyclues!”

GeraldpattedLeo’sshoulderexcitedlybeforehetookouttheoxybloodpelletthathehadobtained

fromKingValleyovertoLeo.

“Idonotknowifthisoxybloodpelletwillhaveanyeffectontherecoveryofyouressentialqi.However,I

broughtithereforyouanyway.Ifyouconsumeit,Ibelievethatitwillbemoreorlessusefultoyou!”

Geraldsaidashehandedtheoxybloodpelletover.

“Oxybloodpellet?Thatisgoodstuff!Althoughthequalityisnotverygood,itisstillveryuseful.Itis

indeedveryusefultome!Thankyousomuch,Mr.Deity!No,Imean,Mr.Crawford!”Leoexclaimedas

heheldtheoxybloodpellethappilywithbothhands.

Then,hewavedhishandsanddirectlyswallowedaboutadozenoftheoxybloodpellets.



Notlongafterthat,GeraldsawthatLeo’soriginallypalecomplexionhadalreadyrecovered,andhewas

gainingsomecoloronhisruddycomplexion.

Leoclosedhiseyesasheexaminedhisbodycalmly.“Ihavealreadyrecoveredsomeoftheessentialqiin

mybody.Iwilltryandtransformmybodyintoitsoriginalstatenow!”

Ashespoke,Leoclenchedhisfiststightly,andtherewasaloudcrackingsoundinallofthebonesinhis

body.

Immediatelyafterward,Geraldsawthathisphysiquewasshrinkingatanextremelyincrediblespeed

thatwasvisibletothenakedeye.

Itfeltasthoughhewasusingashrinkingtechnique.

Leoeventuallyturnedintoanordinary-lookingunclewithanaverageheightandchubbybodywithout

muchtroubleatall.

“Hehe!Thankyou,Mr.Crawford.Icanfinallybelikeyounow!”Leosaidashesmiled.

“Yes!”Geraldrepliedashenoddedlightly.

“Ijustdonothaveaweapononhandnow.Mr.Crawford,isthereablacksmithshophere?Iwillgoand

getaweaponformyselfsothatwecangoandlookforthem!”Leosuddenlysaidviciously.

“Lookforthem?Whoareyougoingtolookfor?”

“SincetheGunterfamilyactuallytriedtoharmyou,Iwilltearthemaparttoavengeyou!”
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GeraldtrulywouldnothaveexpectedLeotobesoangryandenragedbecausehewantedtoavengehim.

Geraldfeltfaintlymoved.

“Beforethat,Iwillusetheherbstosavesomeone!So,weshouldgobackfirst!”Geraldsaidashesmiled.

“Okay,Mr.Crawford!”Leosaidashescratchedhishead.

Aftertheyhadleftthecave,bothofthemheadeddirectlytowardtheshantytown.

Sierra’sarmproblemcannotbedelayedanylonger.Otherwise,therewouldcertainlybeasequela.

Moreover,Geraldwouldhavetofocusonfindingasuitableadaptablebodyfortheladyinwhiteafter

this.Thereweresomanypeopleinthisworld.So,wherewouldGeraldnecessarilybeabletofindthe

perfectandrightadaptablebodyfortheladyinwhite?!

Geralddidnotknowwhetheritwasacoincidenceornot,butasthebothofthemwerewalkingoutof

themountain,Geraldsuddenlyfelthisspiritualsensesurging.

“Hm?”

Geraldknewthatwheneverhefeltthisway,itsimplymeantthattherewassomeonewiththesame

auraashimwhohadappearednottoofarawayfromhim.

However,whatwasreallystrangewasthatGeraldwouldcertainlyhaveaverystrongfeelingifitwasa

masterthatwasappearingnearhim,suchashowithadbeenwhenhehadmetHoganbeforethis.



Butnow,Geraldsimplyfeltaverysubtlefeeling.

Thiscouldonlymeanthatthispersonwasnotamaster.

Thatwasstrange!

AsforLeo,heobviouslyhadthiskindofintuitiontoo,andhewasonguardatthistime.

AccordingtowhathehadheardfromLeo,Geraldclosedhiseyesslightlyasheusedhismagictechnique.

Whenheopenedhiseyesagain,therewasastrangepurplelightflashinginhiseyes.

Thepurpleraysoflightwereliketworaysthatwereshootinginfourdifferentdirections.

“TheThunderGodlyPupil?!”

Leo,whowasstandingaside,wasalsoshocked.

However,whenhesawthatGeraldwasfullyfocused,hedidnotsayanythingelse.

Atthistime,heonlyfeltasthoughitwastrulystrange.‘Mr.Crawfordisclearlythedeity.So,whyishe

simplyrefusingtoadmitit,then?’

‘HeevenknowshowtousetheThunderGodlyPupil!Thatisalreadyevenmoreself-explanatoryin

itself!’

‘Itmustbebecausethedeityhashisownplansandintentions.Ishouldnotbetalkingandaskingtoo



muchaboutit.Otherwise,itwillnotbegoodifIweretooffendandmakethedeityangry.’

Leosecretlythoughttohimself,andhefeltevenmorerespectforGeraldashewaitedattheside.

“Leo,youtoldmealotaboutessentialqijustnow.OneofthepointswasthatIwouldcertainlybevery

awareofitwhenthereisanotherstrangeauraaroundme.IfeelasthoughIhavealreadyfoundthe

suitableadaptablebodythatyouwantedmetofind.Itisverynearus!”Geraldcouldnothelpbutfeela

littlesurprised.

AccordingtoLeo,thepowerhouseaurawouldgivehimaverystrongfeeling.Besidesthat,hisessential

qiwouldalsoautomaticallygivehimaverycoldsortoffeeling.

Iftheenergywassoftandgentle,theaurawouldfeelevenmorefeminine.

Whattheladyinwhiteneededwasawomanwithasoftandfeminineaurainhersothatshecould

becomeheradaptablebody.

GeraldfoundasuitableadaptablebodyusingtheThunderGodlyPupil.

“Thatmightbepossible.Actually,althoughadaptablebodiesarerare,theyarealsonotscarce.Itis

mostlythatkindofwomanwhoisbornwithaspiritualnature.Theycouldmoreorlessbeusedasan

adaptablebody!”Leosaid.

“Itisjustabouttenmilesaway!Let’sheadoverthere!”

Assoonashisvoicefell,Gerald’sfigurequicklymovedtowardthedirection.

Thislocationwasalreadyveryclosetotheentranceofthemountain.



Therewasasmallvillageoutsidethemountain.

Attheentranceatthismoment,severalyoungmenweresurroundingawoman.Moreover,itseemedas

thoughaboywholookedabouttheageofsixteenorseventeenyearsoldwasinjuredandlyingonthe

groundatthistime.

Hewasstrugglingtogetupsothathecouldfightwiththeseyoungmen.However,hewasquicklykicked

downtotheground.

“Letgoofmyeldersister!”

Theyoungboygrabbedafewpebblesfromthegroundandthrewthemdirectlyattheheadsofthe

severalmen.

Asaresult,thefewmenkickedhimagain,andheflewmorethantenmetersaway.

“Brother!”

Thegirllookedtobeabouttwenty-threeortwenty-fouryearsold,andshewasshoutinginavery

distressedvoiceatthistime.

“Hahaha.So,whatnow?Ifyoudon’twanttoseeyouryoungerbrothergettingbeatenup,youshould

justgetintothecarandaccompanyusforalittlewhile.ItisindeedthefirsttimeI’veeverseensucha

beautifulgirl!”Oneoftheyoungmensaidashegraspedthewoman’schin.

“Getlost!”Thegirlstruggleddesperately.



“WearefromtheSimefamily,littlebeauty.Doyouthinkyoucancontinuelivingifyouweretooffend

us?”Theyoungmanthreatenedheragain.

“You…you…don’tyouguyshaveanyregardforthelawatall?!”

Theseveralyoungmenwerestillholdingfirmlyontothegirl’swrist.

“Thelaw?TheSimefamilyisthelaw!”Oneoftheyoungmensaidashegrinned.

Afterthat,herushedforwardashetriedtoforcehimselfonthegirl.

Atthismoment,someonesuddenlygrabbedhiscollarfromtheback.

Then,theyoungmanwassubsequentlyliftedupbyagentleforce.
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“Whoisit?!”

Theotherfourmenalsoreactedatthismoment.

Thiswasbecausethispersonhadcomeforwardatsuchafastspeed,andthisgroupofpeoplecouldnot

evenseewhatwasgoingon.

So,theyhurriedlytookouttheirdaggers,oneaftertheother.



“Mr.Crawfordsaidthatyouguysdeservetodie!”

That’sright.ThispersonwasnoneotherthanLeo.

GeraldandLeohadbeenfollowingtheaura,andtheyhadfolloweditallthewayhere,onlytowitness

thescenethatwasunfoldingbeforethem.

ThiswaswhenLeohaddecidedtotakeaction.

“WhotheheckisMr.Crawford?!WearefromtheSimefamily!Areyoutiredofliving?!You’dbetterlet

gorightnow!”Thefewmensaidatthesametime.

“Mr.CrawfordsaidthatthepeoplefromtheSimefamilydeservetodieevenmore!”

Afterhewasdonespeaking,Leoexertedsomeslightforce.Afterthat,thepersoninhishandwas

thrownabouttwentymetershighupintothesky.

ItfeltasthoughLeowassimplythrowingachickenintothesky.

Afterhehadfallentotheground,hestruggledafewtimes,andthen,therewerenolongeranymore

movementsfromhim.

“What?!”

Whenthefewmensawthis,theywereallinshock.

Theyimmediatelythrewtheirdaggerstotheground,oneaftertheother,beforetheykneltinfrontof



Leo.

“Master!Pleasespareourlives,master!”

However,Leodidnotcaresomuch.

AllhecouldrememberwasthatMr.Crawfordhadsaidthatthesemendeservedtodie.

So,Leosimplysnappedandbrokethenecksofthetworemainingmeninaninstant.

Afterthepairofsiblingsweresaved,theyhuggedeachotherinfear.

Thescenejustnowhadabsolutelyfrightenedthegirltodeath.

Rightthen,shelookedatGeraldandthemurderousunclewhowasslowlywalkingtowardthem.

“Youdon’thavetobeafraid.Wewillnothurtyou!”Geraldsaidashewalkedoverwithasmileonhis

face.

“Thankyou!Thankyouforsavingus!”Thegirlsaidasshenoddedslightly.

GeraldlookedatthegirlasheusedtheThunderGodlyPupiltoobserveher.

Theauracamefromthisgirlindeed,buttheauraonherbodyseemedtocomeandgo.

Itseemedasthoughshehadanadaptablebody,butontheotherhand,itseemedasthoughshedidnot



haveone.

Basedonthesituation,itwasverylikelythatshehadcomeintocontactwithanotherpersonwitha

suitableadaptablebody.Moreover,herencounterwiththispersonhadhappenednottoolongago.

“Youdon’tneedtothankus.Sinceyourbrotherisholdingabamboobasket,coulditbethatthebothof

youwereheadingupthemountaintogathersomemedicinalherbs?”Geraldasked.

Thegirlprotectedherbrotherwhowasalreadywoundedandbruisedalloveraftergettingbeatenupas

shenodded.

ShewasobviouslystillafraidofGeraldandLeo.

“Thebothofyouliveinthisvillage?”Geraldaskedagain.

Thegirlnoddedagain.

“Ifthereisnothingparticularlyimportantorurgent,itwouldbebetterforyounottoheadupintothe

mountain.Itistoodangerousforthebothofyou.Whatareyougoingtodoifyourunintoawildbeast

there?”

WhenGeraldsawthatthebothofthemseemedtobequitefearfulofhimtoo,Geralddidnotwantto

continueaskingthemtoomuch.

“Wehavetogoupthemountaintogathersomemedicinalherbssothatwecanbrewsomemedicine

formygrandfather!”Theyoungboyspokeupatthistime.“Furthermore,Iamnotafraidofanywild

animalsorbeasts.Icansensethemandknowevenbeforetheycomenearus!”

“Hm?”



Geraldglancedfaintlyattheyoungboywhohadbeenbadlybeatenup.

Geraldonlysmiledwrylyanddidnotsayanythingelse.Hesimplynoddedbeforeheleft.

“Mr.Crawford,itseemsasthoughthatwomandoesnothaveanadaptablebody!”Leo,whowasbeside

Gerald,suddenlyspokeup.

“That’sright.Althoughshedoesnothaveanadaptablebody,shemusthavebeenincontactwith

someonewhohasanadaptablebody.WewillgobackandgiveunclethemedicinetotreatSierrafirst.

Afterthat,wewillcomebackandlookforthemagain!”

AfterGeraldwasdonespeaking,thebothofthemquicklyleftanddisappearedverysoon.

“Sister,thebothofthemhavealreadygonefaraway!”

Atthistime,thesixteenorseventeen-year-oldboysuddenlysaidattheentranceofthevillage.Hehad

beenlyingdownontheground,asthoughhewaslisteningtosomething.

“HowmanytimeshaveItoldyounottoletanystrangersknowaboutyourabilities?Wedonoteven

knowwhotheyareandwhatkindofpeopletheyare.Brother,areyoustillhurting?”Thegirlsaid.

“No,Iamnotinanymorepain.Let’sgo!Wecangointothemountaintogathersomeherbs.Iwantto

gathersomeCherishHerbstotreatRosie’smother.Rosiehasalwaysbeenverykindtoourfamily!

Besidesthat,thatbrotherandunclewhosavedusjustnowhavealsobeenverykindtousandhave

doneusaveryhugefavor!”Theyoungboysaid.
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Atthistime,GeraldandLeohadalreadyreturnedtoGerald’suncle’shouseintheshantytown.

“Gerald,whyareyouonlybacknow?Didyouencounteranytroublealongtheway?”Monicaaskedas

shehurriedlycameforwardtogreethimwhensheheardGerald’svoice.

“Fortunately,itwasjustsomesmallobstacles!”Geraldsaidashenoddedslightly.

“Gerald,whoishe,then?”MonicacouldnothelpbutwonderwhenshesawLeo,whowasdressedin

rags.

“Heismyfriend.Monica,helpmecleanuptheguestroomlater.IwilltalktomyunclesothatLeocan

stayhereforthetimebeing!Bytheway,Monica,whereisuncle?”Geraldaskedashelookedinsidethe

house.

“Unclewentouttorunsomeerrands!”Monicasaid.

“Ihavealreadygottenthemedicinalherbsthatareneeded.IwillgoandhelpSierrachangethedressing

forherwoundsfirst.Afterthat,IwillaccompanyLeotobuyashirt!Westillhavesomethingelsethatwe

havetodotomorrow!”Geraldsaid.

“Ahh?!Whyareyousobusy?Iwantedyoutoteachmesomeofyourskills!”

MonicalookedatGeraldwithapoutyexpressiononherface.However,shelistenedtoGerald’s

instructionsandwenttocleanuptheguestroom.

GeraldspenttwohourshelpingSierrachangethedressingonherwounds.

Thisway,afterSierra’sarmrecovered,therewouldbenoscar,anditwouldbeperfectlyreattached.



Aftertheyweredoneeating,GeraldbroughtLeotohisroom.Theywerepreparingtoreturntothat

villagetomorrow.Thistime,Geraldwouldcertainlybeabletofindasuitableadaptablebodyforthe

ladyinwhite.

Tobehonest,itwasalittlewickedtobeseekinganadaptablebody.

Afterall,accordingtoLeo,ifasoullingeredoninanadaptablebodyformorethantendays,itwould

causeseveredamagetotheoriginalsoulinthebody.

Forinstance,GeralddidnotevenknowwhethertheoriginalandgenuineQueenawasdeadoraliveat

thistime.

Geraldcouldnothelpbutfeelalittleself-reproachwhenhethoughtofthatextremelykindyounggirl.

Althoughhewasnottheonewhohadbroughtthisuponherdirectly,hewasindirectlyrelatedtothis

incidentnomatterwhatitwas.

Ifhehadnotmadethemistakeofenteringanotherrealm,hewouldnothavemadethemistakeof

releasingherandlettingherout.

So,thistime,Geraldwasalreadypreparedtosearchformanyadaptablebodies.

Geraldwasalsowillingtocompensatethemregardlessofhowmuchmoneytheywouldaskforit.

Ifeverythingwentwell,hewouldbeabletosuccessfullysavetheladyinwhite.

Geraldwouldalsoconstantlyhelpherchangeheradaptablebodysothattheycouldavoidharmingor



takinganyinnocentlives.

Asforthatpairofsiblings,theywereanextremelyimportantandinvaluableclue.

Earlythenextmorning,GeraldandLeowenttothevillage.

WhatGeraldwouldnothaveexpectedwasthattheyoungboywhomhehadrescuedyesterdaywould

actuallybesquattinginfrontoftheentranceofthevillageassoonashearrivedattheentranceofthe

village.

Hewasholdingaknifeinhishand,andhewasslashingattheplacewherethebodieshadflownaround

yesterday!

Afterkillingthosemenyesterday,Leohadcasuallythrowntheirbodiesonthegrassbytheroadside.

WhenGeraldwalkedover,hesawthatthescenehadalreadybeencleanedup.

“Bigbrother!Uncle!Thebothofyouarealreadyhere?”

Assoonastheyoungboysawthebothofthem,hehurriedlystoodupasheaskedinsurprise.

WhenGeraldandthisunclehadsavedhimandhissister,hehadrealizedthatthisunclewasextremely

well-versedinmartialarts.

Asforthiselderbrother,theyoungboycouldfeelthathewasevenmoremysterious.

So,theyhadleftaverydeepimpressionontheyoungboy.



“Hm?Itlookslikeyou’rewaitingforsomeone.Coulditbethatyouwerewaitingforus?”Geraldcould

nothelpbutaskashesmiledwryly.

“Yes,Iwaswaitingforthebothofyou!Icouldhearyoucomingtowardthevillage.So,Iknewthatyou

mustbeheretolookformeandmysister.Moreover,youseemtohavesaidthatyouneededmy

sister’shelpyesterday!”Theyoungboysaid.

GeraldandLeoexchangedglanceswithoneanotheratthistime.

Itseemedasthoughthiskidwasnotassimpleashelooked.

ItwasonlythenthatGeraldsuddenlythoughtofwhattheyoungboyhadsaidbeforetheyhadparted

waysyesterday.


