
Chapter1201

ItwasakintoGeraldwearingabulletproofvest.WhilehavingitonallowedGeraldtoremainunharmed,

otherpartieswouldn’tbeabletogetclosetohim,resultinginthemfeelinghurt.Thoughtheother

party’sproblemcouldbesolvedshouldthatvestbepenetrated,oncethathappened,Geraldwould

surelybetheonegettinghurtnext.

Itwasthereasonwhyhehadalwayshiddenhisemotionsdeepinsidehisheart.Hebelievedthattime

wasthebestmedicinetocurerancor,andafteralongperiod,everythingwouldsimplyfadeaway.

Shakingthethoughtsoff,Geraldthenchangedthetopicbyasking,“Isee…Whataboutmybuddy,Xeno?

How’shedoing?”

“BackwhenIreturnedtohavemyrevengeagainstJett,IrememberthattheMoldellshadsnatchedup

mostofMayberry’seconomiclifeline.WhileIdoknowthatYoelendedupgettingtorturedtothepoint

wherehebecameabeggar,IonlyheardnewsaboutXeno’sautomobiletradenotdoingtoowellback

then.Sadly,Ididn’thavethetimeorenergytobeconcernedwithtoomanythingsatthetime!”added

Gerald.

“Ah,yes.Iwantedtotalkaboutthattoo.Backthen,Jetthadbeenextremelyhostiletowardanycapital

orconnectionsinvolvedwithyou.Ofcourse,Xenowasnoexception.Notonlywashiscompanyruined

byJett,butthatb*stardhadevenhiredpeopletoassassinatehim!Thankfully,Xenoisquitesmart,sohe

managedtobringhisfiancéealongandescapebeforeJettcouldmurderhim.Regardless,onceJettwas

dealtwith,IreturnedtoMayberryandbegangettingthingsrightagain.Alas,whenitcametoXeno,

evenafteraskingaroundeverywhere,Ifoundnotracesofwherehecouldhavepossiblygoneto,even

tillthisday!”repliedZackwithasigh.

“…Isee.Itseemsthatmanyproblemsstillremainfromthatincidentbackthen…”repliedGeraldashe

foundhimselfspeechless.

Soonafter,thehelicopterarrivedatMayberry.AssoonasGeraldwaswithinthecity’sborders,thejade



charm—thathehadbeenholdingonto—beganvibrating,makingatiny‘buzzing’sound.

Asitturnedout,MasterGhost’spredictionhadoncemorebeenextremelyaccurate.TheZirkobsite

stonetrulywasinMayberry!

Inordertofindthespecificlocationofthestone,however,hestillneededtolookforanothergirlwitha

strongyinphysique.AccordingtowhatMr.Ghosthadsaid,theotherpersoncouldbefoundin

Mayberry.

Geraldwaswellawarethattimewastickingaswell.Itwasn’tgoingtobelongbeforethemiddleofthe

montharrived,andshouldhefailtoaccomplishhistaskbeforethen,heknewhewouldn’tbeableto

hidehisscentfromherformuchlonger,evenwiththeblood.
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Shouldthatscenariohappen,Queenawouldsurelyhunthimdownimmediately,causingalltheworkhe

haddoneinthepreviousdaystoberendereduseless.Withthatinmind,Geralddidn’tdaredelayit

anymore.

“Speakingofwhich,I’llbelayinglowonceIreturntoMayberryduetocertainreasons.Regardless,you

andtheothersshouldjustbehavelikeyounormallywould!”saidGeraldashelookedatZack.

JustlikehowhehadlocatedCundrie,Geraldwouldneedtolookeverywhereinordertofindtheother

personwithastrongyinphysique.Hewasalsowellawarethathewouldn’tbeabletofindsaidperson

justbyrelyingonothers.

“Also,whichareawithinMayberryisusuallymostcrowdedbywomen?”inquiredGerald.



“Well,ifit’saplacefilledwithgirls,theuniversityisdefinitelyyourbestbet.Actually,nowthatyou’ve

askedmethat,theremaybeanevenbetteroption.Yousee,there’scurrentlyafunctionatWayfair

MountainEntertainment.Felicityandmanyothercelebritiesareshootingafilmthere.Asaresult,many

women—fromallovertheworld—constantlyflockaroundthatareatowatchthemshoottheirscenes!

Ifit’saplacewithlotsofwomenyouwant,thenWayfairMountainEntertainmentistheperfectplaceto

go!”

“Excellent!”

Withthat,thehelicopterthenspedupandflewdirectlytowardWayfairMountainEntertainment.To

attractevenmorewomenthere,Geraldwaswellawarethatgettingmorecelebritieswoulddefinitely

dothetrick.Withthatinmind,hethentoldZacktobegincontactinghandsomeandeffeminatemento

comeovertoWayfairMountainEntertainment.

Tomakesurethatthecelebritieswoulddropwhatevertheyweredoingandcomeoverimmediately,

Geraldalsopromisedthattheywouldbepaidtentimesmorethantheyusuallywould.
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Naturally,thatdidthetrickandsoonafter,theentirecitybegangettingcrowdedwithfansfromallover

theworld.

Oncetherewereenoughwomenaround,GeraldbeganslowlystrollingupanddownWayfairMountain

Entertainment,makingsuretoscanthroughthewomencarefullytoseeifanyofthemhadparticularly

strongyinphysiques.However,tohisdisappointment,evenwhennooncame,hestillcouldn’tsense

anyonesuitableatall!

Atlonglast,Geraldfoundhimselfwalkingovertotheareabehindthemountain,whereafewofthecast

andcrewcurrentlywere.Bythelooksofit,theyhadjustcompletedtheirshootingandwerereadyto

getoffwork.



Itwasn’tlongbeforeanextremelybeautifulwomancaughtGerald’sattention,andwhenhesawher,he

couldn’thelpbutbreakintoasmile.

ThewomaninquestionwasnoneotherthanFelicity.

FromwhatGeraldhadheard,afterFelicityhadbecomefamousenough,sheendedupstarringintwo

relativelysuccessfuldramas.Notonlythat,butshewasalsoactiveonscreen.

Regardless,nowthatshehadgottenoffwork,Geraldnoticedthatshewaswearingheadphonesas

othersinstantlybeganservingher…
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TheonesservingFelicitycontinuedfollowingherastheybeganheadingovertoaprivateroomwithin

WayfairMountainEntertainment.

“Felicity!”shoutedGerald,thoughonlyafewextrasseemedtohaveheardhisshout.

Turningtolookathim,oneoftheextrasthenshoutedback,“Hey,now!Lotsofpeoplecometosee

Felicityeverydayyouknow!Whodoyoueventhinkyouare?Golineupproperlyliketherestofthem!”

Hearingthat,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutshakehisheadwithabittersmile.Hehadonlytriedtocatchup

tohersincehewasfeelingslightlytouchedtobeabletomeetupagainwithsuchanoldacquaintanceof

his.

Meanwhile,Felicity’smanagerwascarryingastackofwhatseemedtobescriptsasshesaid,“Thishere

isascriptwrittenbyaninternetwriterwhogoesbythenameof‘TwoEarsisBodhi’,MissNelson!It’s

aboutaloserwhorisesuptofamethemomenthebecomesarichheir!I’vealreadycontactedhim



throughLine,andIwonderifyou’dbeinterestedtohavealookatit.”

Takingapeekatthescripts,Felicitysimplypoutedbeforereplying,“Justforgetitfornowandtossit

aside!Ireallydon’thavethetimeorenergytopayattentiontoitatthemoment!Ijustwanttogeta

goodrestforawhile!”

Followingthat,Felicityenteredherroom,andthemanager—whocouldn’treallysaymuchafterhearing

that—simplyleft.

Uponclosingthedoorbehindher,Felicityfoundherselfheavingalongsigh.Whiledevelopmentthat

yearhadgonebyrapidlyandshehadfinallymanagedtoachieveherlife-longwish,Felicitystillfeltlike

therewassomethinglackinginherlife…

Nomatterhowmuchshegained,shesimplycouldn’tfeelhappyforsomereason…

Regardless,shewasjustabouttoremovehermakeupandtakeabathwhensuddenly,shecaughta

whiffofcigarettesmokeinherroom.Felicity,forone,neversmoked,whichwaswhythescentwasso

evidenttoher.
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Atthatmoment,thedoorsoftheclosetinherroomburstopen,andoutsteppedabig-bellied,bald,

middle-agedmanwhowaswearingasuitandapairofleathershoes.

Laughinglasciviously,thenicotinestainsonhisteethwereclearasday.

“You…ChairmanZabka!”shoutedFelicityassheinstantlybegantakingafewstepsback.



TheonewhowascurrentlystandingbeforeherwentbythenameofChairmanZabka.Whilehewasher

sponsor,hehadconstantlygivenherstrangelooksbeforethis.Nowthathewasdaringenoughtohide

inherroom,Felicitycouldeasilytellwhatexactlyitwasthathewantedfromher.

Nowalreadyclosetothedoor,Felicityimmediatelyranovertoittomakeherescape.Alas,Chairman

Zabkawasfasterthanher!

Grabbingontoherarm,ChairmanZabkabarelygaveanytimeforFelicitytoscreamashequicklystuffed

Felicity’smouthwithawhitecloth!

Thoughshedidattempttostrugglefree,Felicitysoonfeltherbodygrowingweakerandweaker.

“I’msureyou’velongknownaboutmyfeelingsforyou,Felicity…Yetwhydidyoukeepavoidingme?I’ve

yearnedforyoufornightsonend,youknow?Ireallycan’ttakeitanymore!”saidChairmanZabkaashe

tossedFelicityontothebed.
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“N-no…!”repliedtheenfeebledFelicityasshecontinuedtryingtostruggletonoavail.

“Worrynot,I’llvideowhatwe’reabouttodonextinextremedetail…Aslongasyoulistenobedientlyto

meandservemewell,Iwon’tpostthevideoonthenet!Ifyoudon’t…Well,let’sjustsayyou’regoingto

begettingevenmorefamous!Hahaha!”warnedChairmanZabkabeforelaughinglasciviously.

Everythinghadbeenperfectlyplanned.NotonlyhadhewaitedinFelicity’sclosetforalongtimejustto

dothis,buthehadalsoorderedsomeonetosetupshootingequipmentinherroom!

Knowingthatnothingcouldstophimnow,ChairmanZabkathenbeganundressingrathermenacingly.



Hehadjusttakenhispantsoffwhenheheardsomeoneshout,“Makeapose,ChairmanZabka!”

“Ofcourse!”repliedZabkaoutofhabitasheinstantlyturnedaroundtopose.

Soonenough,however,hiseyesbeganwideningashisbodyquiveredinplace.

“…Who…Whothehellareyou?Howdidyouevengetinhere?”
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Atthesightofthepersonwhowascurrentlystandingatthedooralongsidetwoblack-suited

bodyguardsbehindhim—whowerebothholdingvideocameras—DesmondZabkaimmediatelyslidon

hisclothesagain.

FromwhatDesmondcouldtell,thetwobodyguardsseemedevenmoreprofessionalthanthed*mned

photographersinhiscrew.Afterall,hehadn’theardanyfootsteps.Hell,hedidn’tevenhearthedoor

beingopened!

‘I’mdonefor!They’vedefinitelycapturedeverythingI’vedoneearlierontape!Ifthatfootagegets

spreadaroundthenFelicity’sbehind-the-scenesbosswilldefinitelybreakallmylimbsoff!’

Zabkahadn’tbeenafraidofdoinghisownrecordingsinceheknewhecouldalwaysmanipulateit

enoughtomaketheassailantseemlikeitwasn’thim.Ifthingshadgoneaccordingtoplan,hecould’ve

evenusedittothreatenFelicity!



“Howlongdoyouplanonfilming,youb*stard?!Yougotadeathwishorsomething?!Whodoyouwork

for?!”scowledDesmondasheimmediatelytriedpouncingonthemtosnatchthecamerasaway.

However,allittookwasasinglekickfromoneofthebodyguardstosendtheman—whoweighedovera

hundredkilograms—flyingbackintotheroomandsmashingagainstthedressingtable!

AfterwatchingthemirrorgetshatteredtopiecesuponZabka’simpact,Geraldthenasked,“Areyoutwo

doneshootingthevideo?”

“Yes,Mr.Crawford!”repliedboththeguardsinunison.

“Thengomakethepreparations!”

AfternoddingandbowingslightlytowardGerald,bothofthemthenhurriedlylefttheroom.
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AsforFelicity,thesecondsherealizedthatitwasGeraldwhohadsavedher,shewassoexcitedthatshe

almostburstintotears.Eventhoughshecouldn’tmove,hermindwasfinallyateasenow.

“You…Youb*stard!Areyouplanningtothreatenme?!Justtellmehowmuchyouwantalready!

Actually,beforeyousayanything,I’lltellyounowthatIhaveseveralpowerfulconnectionsinMayberry!

SinceI’mfeelinggenerous,I’llpayyoufifteenthousanddollarstodeletethatvideo!Ifyouaccept,I’ll

considertoday’sincidenttoneverhavehappened!Ifyouchosenottoaccept,however…Well,don’t

blamemeforwhat’sgoingtohappentoyounext!”warnedDesmondashesomewhatcalmlybegan



lightingacigarette.

Beinginvolvedwithsocietyforsolong,Desmondhadalreadyseenmuchandgainedquiteabitof

insightintohowtheworldoperated.Fromhispreviousexperiences,heknewthathecouldjustbribe

paparazzilikethesetopacifythem.Oncetheydeletedthephotosorfootage,Zabkawouldsimplysend

someoneovertosecretlyassassinatethem!Nobodywouldknowwhathappened,andhewouldjust

continuelivinghislifeasheusuallydid.

Atthatmoment,Desmondheardthefamiliarmuffledsoundsofawalkie-talkiesaying,“We’re

downstairs,Mr.Crawford!Everything’sbeenwell-prepared!”

Bringingthewalkie-talkietohismouth,Geraldthenreplied,“Alright,makeitquickthen!Besurenotto

createanuproar!”

WatchingasGeraldtossedthewalkie-talkieaside,thepuzzledDesmondthensaid,“…Whatdoyou

mean,‘makeitquick’?WereyouevenlisteningtowhatIsaidearlier?Isfifteenthousanddollarsstilltoo

littleforyou?Whothehelldoyouevenworkfor?Givemeyourname!”

AfterlookingatGerald’sdemeanorforawhile,Desmondcouldfeelhisconfidenceslowlysinking,hisgut

tellinghimthatGeraldwasbadnews.

“…Youknow,there’sasteepcliffrightoutsidethewindow,youknow?”saidGeraldfrigidly.
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“…W-whatdoyouintendtodo…”repliedDesmondasheglaredatGeraldwhiletremblingallover.

“Yousee,youmessedwiththewronggirl…She’smyclassmateandfriend,youknow?AndIonceswore



thatI’dmakeanyonewhodaredtoharmthoseclosetomepayaheavyprice…Withthatsaid,I’llmake

sureyou’llregreteverbeingborn!”growledGeraldashestaredatDylan,hismurderousintentreflected

clearlyinhiseyes.

Gerald’smurderousintentwassoimmensethatDesmondfeltlikehehadjustbeenthrownintoa

freezingdungeon.Tremblingevenmorenowaschillafterchillrandownhisspine,Desmondthen

shouted,“H-howdareyou!It’ddoyougoodtoresearchmoreabouthowinfluentialIaminthiscity!I

havethemostpowerfulconnectionsinMayberryandIownendlesspowerhere,youknow?!”

NowknowingthatGeraldwasn’tdoingallthismerelybecauseofmoneyortocollectevidenceforjuicy

gossip,Desmondwassoterrifiedthathealmostlostcontrolofhisbladder
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Evenso,knowingaboutallthisnowwasalittletoolateforDesmond.

Grabbinghimbytheneck,GeraldthenliftedDesmond—tillhisfeetcouldn’ttouchtheground—before

tossinghimouttheroom!Naturally,thebodyguardsfrombeforequicklytookcareofhimfromthat

pointonward.

Withthatdone,Geraldslidanincensestickoutofhissleeve,litit,andbeganlettingFelicitybreathein

itsscent.

AsGeralddidso,herecalledhowallthishadbeguninthefirstplace.Justashewasabouttoknockon

Felicity’sdoorearlier,hehadheardoddnoisescomingfrominside.

Itdidn’ttakelongforhimtorealizewhatwashappeninginside,andthoughhismurderousintent

immediatelyfiredupatthatmoment,Geraldquicklycalmedhimselfdown.Afterall,hewaswellaware

thathecouldn’tacttoorecklesslynowthathehadreturnedtoMayberry.



Itwasthereasonwhyhehadquicklyformulatedtheeventsthathadjusttakenplace.

Regardless,FelicitysoonfoundherselffeelingmuchbetteraftersmellingGerald’sincense.Themoment

thefeeblenesswasgone,sheimmediatelysatupexcitedlyandembracedGeraldbeforesaying,“T-thank

godyouwerehere,Gerald!I…Iwassoscaredjustnow…”

Quitehonestly,Felicitywasterrifiedwiththethoughtthatthiswasalljustadream.Thatwhenshe

eventuallywokeup,thepersonshehadyearnedfor,forsolongwoulddisappear…

“Everything’sfinenow…Also,you’realreadyagreatcelebrity,aren’tyou?Howcouldyoubesocareless

andnothaveafewbodyguardswithyouatalltimes?”repliedGeraldwithaslightlybittersmile.

“Well,sinceChairmanLyleandmanyothershavealwaystakencareofme,Ihadtheassumptionthat

nobodywouldactuallytrytoframeme…Iadmit,Iwaswaytoonaïve!Butenoughaboutme!When…

Whendidyoucomeback,Gerald?NaomiandIwentlookingforyouthesecondweheardthatyouhad

disappeared,youknow?Andthateventuallyledto…”
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Felicity’ssentenceslowlytrailedoff,seeminglyrememberingsomethingfrightening…

“…There’snoneedtogointodetailaboutthat.It’sallinthepastnow.Whatmattersisthatwe’resafe

andsoundnow.Isn’tthatnice!”repliedGeraldashelookedatherwithasubtlesmile.

“…Yeah…Speakingofwhich,Gerald…DidyoureturntoMayberryjusttoseeme…?”askedFelicityina

softenedtone.

Eventhoughsheknewthattheanswerwasstillprobablygoingtobeno,thetouchedgirlstillfeltthe



urgetoaskthatquestion.Afterall,whoknows,therecouldbeachancethatittrulywasthecase.

“…Somewhat,”repliedGerald,whichwasthetruth.

Whilehehadwantedtomeetupwithhersoonerorlater,hehadn’treturnedtoMayberryjusttosee

her.Hismainobjectivewasstilltofindanothergirlwithastrongyinphysique,afterall.Besides,hewas

alsoplanningtovisithisotheroldacquaintances.

Regardless,heofallpeopleknewbetterthantouseambiguouswordstocoaxher.

Hearingthat,ahintofdisappointmentcouldbeseenonFelicity’sfaceasshesaid,“…Isee!Regardless,

I’mgladtoseethatyou’resafeandsound!”
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“…Speakingofwhich,how’sNaomibeen,recently?Iknowyou’vebeenbusyshootingafilmherein

Mayberry,buthaveyoucontactedheratallwhileyouwerehere?”askedGerald.

“Naomi?Oh,we’vebeenintouchquiterecently,actually.Wehadtousetheschoolshewasteachingin

toshootafewscenes,yousee.Thedirectorevenallowedafewstudentsinherclasstoactwithus!Still,

thoughIdidconsideraskingNaomitostaybymyside,Irefrainedafterhearinghowmuchshewas

enjoyingherjobnow.Speakingofwhich,I’msureyou’vealreadyguesseditbynow,butshe’salreadya

teacher,youknow?She’sevenboughtahouseforherandhermotherneartheschool!”explained

Felicity.

“I’mawareofthatmuch,”repliedGeraldwithanod.

“That’sgoodtoknow!Still,Iwonderifyou’reawareofthetroublesshe’scurrentlyfacing…Thoughit’s



onlybeentwodays,she’srefusedtogoouttohavelunchwithme,sayingthatshewasbusy.Whilethat

maynotsoundlikemuch,shehadpreviouslyalwaysagreedtomylunchinvitations!WhenIaskedher

whattheproblemwas,shesimplyremainedsilentandsulky!”saidFelicityasshesmoothenedherhair

beforepouringaglassofwaterforGerald.

“…Oh?Isthatso?I’llgomeetupwithherfirstthen.Meanwhile,youshouldgettherestyoudeserve.

Youknow,IplantoreturntoMayberryUniversitytomorrow.Ifyou’reinterested,wecouldheadthere

together!”

“O-ofcourse!”repliedFelicity,overjoyed.

AfterhearinghowsulkyNaomihadrecentlybeen,Geraldimmediatelythoughtofpayingheravisitas

well.Thefactthatshewasstayingclosetoaschoolalsomadeitpossibleforhimtokilltwobirdswith

onestone.Hestillneededtolookforanotherwomanwithastrongyinphysique,afterall,andwhere

bettertofindacrowdofwomenthanaschool.Whataperfectcoincidence!

Withthatinmind,GeraldthenleftWayfairMountainEntertainmentinhisLamborghinitomeetupwith

Naomi…

Chapter1205

MayberryFirstHighSchoolwasthenameoftheschoolNaomiwascurrentlyteachingin.Itwasalso

whereshewaslivingcloseto.

AftergettingthedirectionsfromFelicity,Geraldfoundhimselfarrivingatthefrontgatesofasmall

neighborhoodthatlookedlikeitwasstillprettynew.

Bysheercoincidence,healsosawNaomi—whohadafewgroceriesinherarms—there!However,a

womanandamanseemedtobetalkingtoherasthetriowalkedfurtherintotheneighborhood.The

manhimselfhadanotebookandpeninhand,seeminglyrecordingdetailswheneverNoamispoke.

Fromthatalone,Geraldcoulddeducethatthetwoofthemwerepoliceofficersdressedinregular

clothing.



‘Whatonearthcouldhavehappened…?’Geraldthoughttohimselfashecontinuedwatchingthem

inquireNaomiaboutsomething.

Ashekeptasafedistancefromthetrioinhiscar,Geraldmadesuretoconstantlybeonthelookoutfor

anywomenwithparticularlystrongyinphysiques.

Beforelong,GeraldwatchedasthetwopoliceofficersshookhandswithNaomi—seeminglydone

questioningher—beforedrivingoffinthedirectionofMayberryFirstHighSchoolwhichwasn’tlocated

toofaraway.

Naomiherselfseemedtolookquitedisappointedasshecontinuedcarryingtheingredientsbacktoher

home.

Lookingathernow,Geraldthoughtabouthowithadbeenalmostoverayearsincehehadlastbumped

intoher.Thoughshestillretainedherlonghairandfairskin,NaomiwasnowateacherandGeraldcould

senseanintellectualcharm—aswellasgreatermaturity—fromherthathadn’tbeenpresentthelast

timetheymet.

Nowthatshewasaloneagain,Geralddroveclosetoherbeforepressinghishornslightly.
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Hearingthat,Naomiturnedtolookattheluxurious-lookingcarthatwascurrentlyslowlytailingher.

Asahintofimpatienceflashedacrosshereyes,Naomisimplybeganquickeningherpace.Sheutterly



hatedthesekindsofplayboyrichheirswhoassumedthattheyweregreaterthanotherssimplybecause

theyhadmorewealth.

‘Howdisgusting!’

Seeingherreaction,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutlaughashecontinuedfollowingher.Atsomepoint,Gerald

overtookthegirlbeforestoppinghiscarinfrontofher.

Hearinghimhonkhiscaragain,Naomifacedherbackagainstthecarbeforescowling,“Areyoumad?

Getlostalready!”

Sincesuchaluxurious-lookingcarwaspresent,itwasnaturalforthosearoundtheneighborhoodtoget

drawntothescene.Infact,severalwomenwerealreadywalkingclosertosnappicturesofthecar.

Thoughtherestwereinawe,Naomiwasn’ttheleastimpressedwiththeindividualdrivingthecar.Quite

frankly,theonlythingthedriverwasdoingright,wasraisinghertemper!

Rollingdownthecarwindow,GeraldlookedatNaomiwithasmilebeforeasking,“Now,now,istherea

needforsuchabadtemper?”
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Uponhearingthatfamiliarvoice,Naomisuddenlybegantremblingallover.Thatvoice…Itmadeher

doubtforasecondwhethershewastrulyawakeorjustdreamingallthis.Feelingherheartclench,

Naomithoughttoherself,‘Could…CouldIhavejustheardwrongly…?’

Slowlyturningaroundtoseeforherself,Naomifoundherselflooseninghergripanddroppingallthe

groceriesshehadinhand!Thoughthegirlhadn’tcriedinthelongesttime,shewasnowreadytobawl



herheartout.

ShehadmissedGeralddearlyeverysingledayfromthemomenthehadleftherayearandahalfago…

Constantlyyearningtohearhisfamiliarvoiceagain,sheoftentimesfoundherselfrecallingthetimes

whenshehadfirstmetGeraldbackinuniversity.Duetohimbeinganicepersonwithakindheart,she

hadalreadydevelopedacrushonhim,allthewaybackthen.Whatmore,therewasjustaspecialcharm

tohim.

ThoughtheothersintheuniversityhadneverbeenabletostandGeraldbackthen,Naomihadalways

foundhimtobequitebrilliant.Shewasabletoseeallhisgoodpointswithinhimwithoutbeingbiased

abouthowpoorhewasbackthen.

Quitehonestly,shestillregrettednotmakingamoveonhimbackthen.Ifthetwoofthemhadbecome

acouplefromtheverybeginning,maybeshewouldn’thavetobefilledwiththepainofmissinghim

now.

Shakingthethoughtsoff,thenowred-eyedNaomisaid,“…G-Gerald…?Isthat…reallyyou…?”

Steppingoutofthecar,hethensmiledwhilelookingatherbeforereplying,“WhoelsecouldIbe?”

Hearingthat,Naomiwasn’tabletoholdherselfbackanylonger.Rushingovertohim,sheimmediately

wrappedherarmsaroundhim…
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SinceGeraldhadmentionedbeforethathisfatewasstilllargelyundecided,shehadoftenfoundherself

thinkingabouttheworst-casescenarios.Itwasthereasonwhyshewassogladtoseehiminonepiece

now.

Bythen,thoselivingintheneighborhoodwerealreadycrowdingaroundtheduoastheywatchedin

jealousy.



“Itmustbenicebeingsorich!I’msurehecandowhateverhepleases!”saidoneofthemeninthe

crowdratherenviously.

Hisvoicewassoloudthatawoman—whowasreturningfromastrollinanearbypark—heardit.Finding

hiscommentstrange,shethenrealizedthatahugecrowdhadformedrightinfrontofherhouse!

Feelingthatsomethingwasamiss,shequicklymadeherwaythroughthecrowdandwasshockedtosee

thatherdaughter—alongsidesomemanwhosebackwasfacingher—wasthecenterofalltheattention!

“Still,thatrichheirtrulyiscapable…Allhedidwassayafewthingstothatbeautytogainheraffection!”

saidanotherpersonfromwithinthecrowd.

Hearingthat,thewomangrowled,“…What?”

Undertheimpressionthatherdaughterwasgettingbullied,shethenrushedoverandpulledNaomi

awayfromthestranger’sembracewhilebefore,“Youb*stard!Unhandmydaughter!”

Shecouldn’tcarelesswhetherthepersonwasarichheirornot.Aslongashewastryingtotake

advantageofherdaughter,shewasgoingtomakesurethatthatplayboywouldgetapieceofhermind.

“Nowlistenhere,you-”
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Momentarilystunnedwhenshesawwhothepersonherdaughterhadbeenhuggingwas,herangered

faceslowlyturnedintosurprisebeforeeventuallyendingindelight.

“…Gerald…?Are…AreyoureallyGerald…?”askedthewoman,hershockevidentinhervoice.

“IndeedIam,madam.It’strulybeenalongtimesincewe’velastmeteachother!”repliedGeraldwitha

smile.

“AndhereIthoughtthatsomeonewasbullyingNaomi!Well,nowthatIknowwhoyouare,docome

in!”repliedNaomi’smotherhappily.

SinceGeraldhadcuredherillnessbackthen,hersuddenchangeinmoodwasreallynosurprise.

Regardless,allthreeofthemthenenteredNaomi’shouse.

Uponentering,Naomi’smothertookgoodcareofGeraldandimmediatelyheadedofftocookthe

ingredientsthatNaomihadbroughthomewithher.Accordingtohermother,Geraldhadtostayfora

home-cookedmealwiththemnomatterwhat.

Geraldhimselfwasn’tabouttosaynotothat,andhesimplysatonasofa,chattingwithNaomiasher

mothercookedinthekitchen.

Whilechatting,GeraldeventuallyaskedaboutthetwopeoplethatNaomihadtalkedwithbackatthe

entranceoftheneighborhood.

JoinTelegramGroupForchitChatandFastupdate

Scratchingthebackofherhead,Naomithenexplained,“Ifyouhadn’tremindedmeaboutit,Iwould’ve

surelyforgottenaboutitbynow…IevenpromisedthetwothatI’dheadovertotheschooltohelpthem



gettothebottomoftheincidentonceIbroughtthegroceriesbackhome!”

“Anincident?Whathappened?”askedGerald,realizingnowthatthe‘incident’hadsomethingtodo

withNaomi.

Atthatmoment,Naomi’smotherwalkedoutandsaid,“It’sallbecauseofthatthirtythousanddollar

scholarship…Yousee,notonlydoesNaomihavethepositionofaclassteacher,butshealsomanages

thescholarshipsoftheseniorstudents!Thethingis,allthatmoneysuddenlywentmissingthenight

beforethescholarshipmoneywastobedistributed!Asifthatwasn’talreadytroublingenough,a

womanbythenameofYazminYallopkeepsassertingthatNaomiwastheonewhohadtakenthe

money!HerargumentwasthatNoamiwassuddenlyabletobuyahousenotlongafterthemoneywas

stolen!”

“Whileeventheschoolhadinitiallywantedtodealwiththesituationinalow-keymanner,that

madwomanreportedthecasetothepoliceandinsistedthatNaomiwastheperpetrator!That’sthe

reasonwhytheofficerswerelookingforherinthefirstplace!”grumbledNaomi’smotherangrily.

Following,shethenadded,“I’msureyou’rewellawarethatNaomiisn’tsuchaperson,rightGerald?

Afterall,eventhoughyoursubordinateskeeptryingtohandhermoney,Naomineveracceptsanyofit!

Withthatinmind,whywouldsheevencovetthethirtythousanddollarscholarship?”

“ButofcourseIbelieveher!”repliedGeraldwithanod.

“I’mgladyouagree!Butmydaughterhere…Youknow,shesaidshewaswillingtojustadmittostealing

themoneyandletbygonesbebygones!Justgivingawaythirtythousanddollarsforsomethingshe

didn’tdo?Notonmywatch!There’snowayI’mallowingthatYazmintotakeadvantageofherlikethis!”

growledtheangeredmother.

“Firstthingsfirst…WhoexactlyisthisYazminperson?”askedGerald.

“Ah…She’stheclassteacheroftheclassrightnexttomine…She’sbeenjealousofmeeversinceItook



overherpositioninthegradeshe’steachingin.Ididn’tevenhaveasayinitwhenIgotrecommended

togettheroleduringtheconferringofacademictitles…However,shefullydoubtsthatandbelieves

thatImadeschemestosnatcheverythingawayfromher!Withthatinmind,she’sbeenhostiletoward

meeversince!”repliedNaomiwithasigh.

“She’sbullyingyoubecauseherhusbandisbothpowerfulandcapable!Asidefromthat,you’realso

slightlyatfaultforbeingsogentleallthetime!Somepeoplearejustlikethis,youknow?Themoreyou

respecther,themoreshe’llthinkhoweasilybulliedyouare.I’vealreadytoldyoutotellChairmanLyle

aboutthis,butyousimplyrefused…WehaveGerald’ssupportonourside,youknow?Whatareyou

evenafraidof?”

“…It’dbebetterifyousaidlessaboutthismom.Regardless,Ineedtoheadovertotheschoolsincethe

officersarestillwaitingforme…Doyoumindwaitinghereforthemoment,Gerald?”askedNaomi.

“Actually,Iwasplanningtoheadtoyourschooltohavealookaroundanyway.Let’sjustheadover

together!”repliedGeraldashestoodup.

Chapter1207

GeraldknewNaomi’spersonalitywell.Aslongasshethoughtthatshewasabletosolveanissue,she

simplywouldn’trelyonotherstohelpher.Infact,shewouldstillrefusetobegothersforhelp,evenif

shecouldn’tsolvetheissueintheend!

Healsoknewthatshewasprobablyfeelingguiltyaboutaskingforhis—andinturn,Zack’s—helpafter

receivingsomuchofhismoneyduringtheirlastmeeting.

‘Forateacher,shestillbehaveslikeasillygirl…’GeraldthoughttohimselfashedroveNaomito

MayberryFirstHighSchool.

Uponparkinghiscarattheentrance,bothofthemhadjusttakenafewstepsintotheschoolwhena

femalestudent—carryingabackpack—sawNaomiandcalledout,“MissMilton!Hello!”



Fromhergreeting,itwasevidentthatshewasoneofNaomi’sstudents.Thoughherclotheswerewell

keptandherfacewasconsiderablybeautiful,Geraldcouldtellthatthegirlbarelyhadanyconfidencein

her.Afterall,shehardlyevendaredtoraiseherheadwhiletalkingtoothers.Whileobservingher,

Geraldalsonoticedthatherbackpackwasslightlytorn.

“Youhaven’tgonehomeyet,Sherry?”askedNaomiinaslightlyconcernedtone.

Afterloweringherheadevenmore,Sherrythenreplied,“I-Iwastoldtostaybackatschool,miss…I’ve

alreadywrittenabouthowyouremainedatschoolthroughouttheentiredaythedaybeforeyesterday…

Theytoldmethatitcouldbeusedasevidence!I’mreallysorryIcan’thelpwithmuch,MissMilton!ButI

trulybelievethatyouweren’ttheonewhohadtakenthemoney!”

Sherry’svoiceslowlygotsofterandsofter,andbytheendofhersentence,thenowteary-eyedgirl’s

voicewasbarelyaudible.

Smilingsubtly,Naomithensaid,“It’sfine,Sherry.Yousaidthetruthandthat’sallthatmatterstome…

Regardless,yourresultshavebeenwaveringslightlyoflate…It’salmosttimeforthefinalhighschool

examyouknow?Focusmoreonthatandgiveityourall,alright?Now,it’sgettingprettylate.Hurry

alonghome,now!”

Aftergettingpattedonthehead,Sherrythennoddedbeforeleavingtheschool.
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AsNaomiwatchedherrunoff,GeraldavertedhisgazefromSherry,disallowingNaomifromnoticingthe

suddenseriousnessinhiseyes.

“…She’sthemostobedientstudentintheclass,youknow?She’sextremelydiligentwhenitcomesto



herstudiesaswell.Seeingherthathardworking,Iwasalwayswillingtostaybackatschooltoteach

her…However,itwasaboutamonthagowhenhermoodsuddenlyturnedslightlybad…I’mnotsure

whathappened,butitinfluencedherresultsslightlynegativelyaswell!”saidNaomi,concerninher

voice.

“Studiesaren’ttheonlythingyoushouldbeconcernedabout,youknow?Ifyouthinkthestudent

deservesit,thenasateacher,youshouldbeconcernedaboutherlifeaswell.Youshouldtakenoteof

whetherthereareanysorespotsthatsherefusestotalkabout,orwhethersomething’shappenedto

herfamily…Thingslikethat,youknow?”repliedGeraldashesmiledatNaomi.

“Youalmostsoundlikeyou’vepreviouslyworkedasateacheryourself,”saidNaomiasshereturnedthe

smile.

“Ihave,butnowherenearyourlevelofdedication,ofcourse!IwasaBiologyteacherforashortperiod,

butthenagain,Ionlytaughtbyreadingoutofthetextbook!”

Amused,Naomisimplychuckledathisreply,andsoonenough,bothofthemarrivedattheprincipal’s

office.

Beforetheyevenentered,however,bothofthemcouldalreadyhearthefranticyellsofawomanfrom

insidetheprincipal’soffice.

“I’mtellingyou,officers,she’stheculprit!Youreallydon’thavetoinvestigateanyfurther!Iswearto

godthatthere’snobodyelsecapableofdoingthedeed!Besides,notonlydowehaveatestimonynow,

butwealsohavematerialevidence!Imean,justlookatthehouseshe’sjustboughtforherself!I’ve

beenwonderingforawhilehowshewassowillingtosuddenlyforkoutsomuchtobuythathouse!At

longlast,Ifinallyrealizedthatshehadhereyesonthecashthisentiretime!It’sbeenherplanthis

entiretime,Itellyou!Soagain,there’snoneedtoinvestigateanymore!Justcaptureandtakeheraway

already!Imprisonorshootherinthehead,Idon’tcare!Justdowhateveryouneedtodo!”
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“MissYallop,pleasebequiet…Solidevidenceisneededbeforewedoanything…”repliedthemale

officerasbothofthepolicelookedhelplesslyatYasmine.

ItwasatthatmomentwhenGeraldandNaomidecidedtostepintotheprincipal’soffice.

Staringattheteacherwholookedtobearoundtheageoftwenty-four,GeraldrememberedhowNaomi

hadsaidthatYazmin’shusbandwasquitecapable.

WhileNaomihadonlybeenabletojointheschoolafterpassingtheofficialteacherexamination,Yazmin

wassimplygivenanimportantpositionintheschoolthemomentshewasrecruited.

Astimepassed,thedifferencebetweenYazminandNaomi’scapabilitiesbecamemoreandmore

discernible.WithNaomiclearlybeingmoreadeptatherjob,itwasnowonderwhytheprincipalhad

handedthemoreimportanttasksforNaomitodealwith.

KnowingthatonlycausedYazmin’sjealousytoskyrocket…

Chapter1208

Yazminwasn’tjustjealousofNaomi’scapabilitieseither.Infact,shewasevenmoreirkedbythefact

thatNaomihadbeenchosentobethetopbeautyintheschool!

Themomentshefoundoutaboutthat,Yazminnearlywentmadwithrage.AslongasNaomiexisted,

Yazminfeltthatshewouldalwaysremaininhershadow.

“…Humph!Don’tyouknowhowlateyouare?Youalmosthadmewonderingwhetheryouweretoo

frightenedtocomeforfearyou’dgettossedintojailimmediately!Youevenbroughtsomeguywithyou!

Areyouplanningtoscaremewithhimorsomething?Justlookathowshabbyhelooks!”saidYazmin

rightoffthebat.



Simplychoosingtoignoreher,Naomithenbeganexplainingherpointofviewtotheofficersandthe

principal.

Intheend,theyweren’tabletoarriveatanimmediateconclusion.Withthatsaid,theofficersthentold

themthattheywouldprobablyreturnagainthedayafter.TheyalsotoldNaomitobepreparedatall

times,statingthataslongastheycouldcontactheratalltimes,sheshouldbefine.

Themomenttheofficersleftaftersayingthat,YazminimmediatelyturnedtolookatNaomibefore

shoutingcoldly,“Humph!Evenifthereisn’tanimmediateconclusion,Iassureyouthattheincident

won’tenduntiltheculpritiscaught!AndhereIwasthinkingthatyouwereawomanwithgood

temperamentbeforethis…Tothinkthatyou’dactuallystealthescholarshipmoney!Don’tyouhavea

guiltyconscienceatall?It’strulyawonderhowyouwerechosentobethemostexceptionalteacherin

thefirstplace!”

“Honestly,youofallpeopleshouldknowwhatexactlytookplace…Bestbecarefulnow…Don’tgetinto

toomuchtroubleoryou’llenduphurtingyourselfinstead!”sneeredGeraldasheglaredicilyatYazmin.

Suddenlybeingstaredatlikethat,Yazminfeltherselfgopaleasshegulpedslightly.

NaomiherselfturnedtolookatGeraldinbewilderment.

‘…Whywouldhesaysuchathing…?IsheassumingthatYazminstolethemoneyandplacedtheblame

onmeinstead…?Butthat’simpossible!Yazminwasoutonabusinesstripwhentheincidenthappened…

Besides,shewasn’tevenawarethatIhadtakenthescholarshipoutatthatpointintime…Heck,not

evenmymomknewbackthen!Withthatinmind,I’mtheonlypossiblepersontoknowaboutthis…It’s

thereasonwhyYazminimmediatelyplacedtheblameonme…’Naomithoughttoherself.
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“…What…Whatdoyoumeanbythat?Don’tgetintotoomuchtroubleorI’llenduphurtingmyself?

Listen,you’dbettertellmewhatyoumeanbythat,orI’mnotlettingyouleavetheschoolalive!”replied

Yazmin,heranxietyevidentinhervoice.

“Oh,I’msureyouknowexactlywhatImean…Eitherway,let’sjustwaittilltomorrow.I’llsharethetruth

behindallthisandIhopesomeonewon’tendupcryingthen!”saidGeraldasheledNaomioutofthe

office.

Oncetheyhadleft,Yazmin’seyesgrewfierceasshelefttheofficeandinstantlybeganmakingaphone

call.

“…Hubby?I’mfacingsomeissues…Naomicalledoversomeguyandheseemstobetargetingme!What

shouldIdo…?”askedYazmin.

“Worrynot.I’llinvestigatehisbackgroundrightthisinstant!”

“That’sgreattohear!Hah!I’lldefinitelyruinNaomithistime…Asforthestudent,thinkofawaytokeep

herquietandobedient!I’mgladthateverythingisstillundercontrol”repliedYazmininaviciousvoice

beforehangingup.

Meanwhile,GeraldandNaomiwerealreadyinhiscar.However,itwasn’tlongbeforeNaomirealized

thattheyweren’theadingbacktoherhome.

“…Gerald…?Whereareweheadedto?”askedNaomi.
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“Well,aboutthatstudentofyours…Sherry,wasit?Couldyoutellmewhereshelives?”askedGeraldin

return.

“…Huh?YouwanttomeetSherry?Forwhatreason…?She’sanobedientchildandshe’salreadygiven

herpartofthetestimony…Iassureyouthatshe’sonlytoldthemthetruth,andItrulyhopethatshedid

soratherthanchoosetoliejusttodefendme…Thatway,shewon’thavetoomuchtoweighonher

mind!”repliedNaomi.

“Oh,Icouldtellthatshe’sobedient.However,Icouldalsotellthatshewasfacinganotherissue,avery

troublingoneatthat.Ifwedon’tactfastshecouldendupfallingintoanendlessabyss…Soagain,

wheredoesshelive?”

Chapter1209

Geraldwasnostrangertomindreading.Aslongasaperson’strainingwaslessthanhis,hewasableto

seewhatthatpersonwasthinkingfromjustasimpleglance.

Thatsaid,whenhehadearlierbumpedintoSherry,hecametolearnaboutthetruthabouttheincident.

Yazmintrulywasaviciouswomanwiththewickedestofhearts.Afterall,fromwhatGeraldfoundout,

deathwasn’toffthetablewhenthatwomanbecamejealous.Fearingthatsomethingwouldhappento

Sherry,GeraldwantedNaomitobringhimtoher.

FromwhatGeraldhadreadfromSherry’smind,itwasaboutaweekagowhenYazminmadeher

appearancebeforeSherry’shouse,eventhoughYazminshould’verightfullybeenonsomekindof

businesstripatthattime.

AftercallingSherryout,sheorderedhertosecretlystalkNaomiandattempttostealthescholarship

money.Yazminevenexplicitlysaidthatbydoingso,shewouldbeabletoframeNaomi!Addingthather

husband’ssubordinateswouldlendherahandinsecretwhileSherrydidthedeed,Yazminalso

promisedthatonceSherryacquiredthemoney,shecoulduseittopayforthemedicalexpensesneeded



totreathermother’sillness.

Upondiggingabitdeeperintohermemories,Geraldfoundthathermotherhadfallenseriouslyillabout

halfamonthago,andherfatherlessfamilywassimplytoopoortodoanythingaboutit.

Evenso,Sherrysimplycouldn’tbringherselftosteal!

ItwasthenwhenYazminbeganthreateningher.AccordingtoSherry’smemories,Yazminhadtoldher

thatifsherefusedtohelpher,thenYazminwouldactivelytrytocutoffhergranttothepointwhere

Sherrywouldn’tbeabletositforhercollegeentranceexams!

Infact,shewouldn’tevenbeabletoacquireherhighschoolgraduationcertificate!Hearingthat,Sherry

wasinstantlyterrified.Afterall,herbiggestdreamwastogetadmittedintouniversity.

Afterafewrestlessnightsofbattlingbetweenherdreamsandhermorals,Sherry’sdeterminationfinally

shatteredthemomentYazmintoldherthatshewasgoingtouseherconnectionstomakeSherrydrop

outifshecontinuedbeinghesitant.
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Withathreatlikethat,Sherryhadnochoicebuttoobey.

Followingthat,SherrybeganstalkingNaomiuntilsheeventuallytookthemoneyout.Thenightafter

Naomididthat,Sherrysnuckintothefinancialroomwiththekeythatshehadpreviouslyduplicated.

Asforthesurveillancesystem,Yazmin’shusbandhadmadesuretosendsomeofhismentodealwithit

first.Duetoallthathappenedbehindthescenes,Naomiwaseventuallylabeledasathief.



Ofcourse,Geraldwasn’tblamingSherryfordoingallthis.Afterall,itwasevidentthatthegirlhada

simpleheart.Otherwise,hewouldn’thavebeenabletogathersomuchoffhermindsoeasily.Beinga

filialandobedientgirl,Geralddidn’tdoubtthefactthatSherrywasprettymuchavictiminallthisas

well.

Regardless,GeraldcurrentlyhadtwothingsonhismindashecontinueddrivingtoSherry’shouse.

Firstly,hetoldNaomiallthathehadfoundouttogetherclarificationonallthis.

Asfortheotherthing,hewantedtosaveSherrytoo.

Afterall,ifshedidindeeduseallthirtythousanddollarstopayforhermother’smedicalfees,then

Sherrywouldstillenduplosingherchancetositforhercollegeentranceexams.Whatmore,therewas

alsoaveryrealchancethatshewouldendupgettingimprisoned!Notonlywouldherlifeberuined,but

hermotherwouldalsobefilledwithgrief!Itcouldtrulyresultinabrokenfamily!

ThinkingaboutitmadeGeraldrememberhowviciousandcruelawomanYazminwas.Quitehonestly,

hehadtoactivelyholdhimselfbackfrombeatingthatwomantodeathwhentheyhadearliermetinthe

principal’soffice.
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Regardless,afterhearingwhatGeraldhadtosayaboutthesituation,Naomiendedupcoveringher

mouthinfear.WhilesheabsolutelyboughtwhatGeraldhadjusttoldher,shesimplycouldn’tbelieve

thatYazminwoulddaretodosuchathing,eventhoughNaomiknewforafactthatshewasbeing

targetedbyher.

Shetrembledasshethoughthowterrifyingajealousperson’sheartcouldget.

“…Then…Ifwhatyou’resayingistrue,thenSherry’slifewillsurelyberuined!Thatpoordiligentgirl!”

saidNaomi,herworryapparentinhervoice.



“It’snottoolateyet.However,judgingfromthatwoman’sactions,I’msurethatshe’llbesendingsome

peopleovertokeepaneyeonSherrysoon.Hangontight,we’regoingtoberushingovertoherplace!”

repliedGeraldasheinstantlybeganaccelerating.

Soonafter,theyarrivedatashantytowninthesuburbsofMayberry.Itwasn’tlongbeforebothofthem

couldseeSherryfromafar,holdingontoathermosinherbackyard.Fromthelooksofit,shehadjust

cookedamealforhermotherandwasnowheadingbackintoherhouse.

Justasshewasopeningherfrontdoor,however,twoblackcarssuddenlycametoascreechinghalt

beforeherhouse,andoutsteppedsixsturdy-lookingmen.Allofthemhadcrewcutsandtheywerealso

wearinggoldchainsaroundtheirnecks.Withbagsundertheirarmpitsandcigarettesintheirmouths,

themenwerequicktoblockSherryfromclosingthedoorbehindher.

“What’sthehurry,littlegirl?I’msurethatservingthemealcanwait!”saidwhatseemedtobethe

leaderwithacoldsmile.

“…It’syoupeopleagain!Ialreadydidthethingyoutoldmeto!Whyareyoustillpesteringme?”replied

Sherryasshehuggedontoherthermostightlywhiletakingastepbackinfear.

“Haha!There’snoneedtobeafraid…Honestly,we’rejustheretowarnyounottorevealtheincidentto

othersnomatterwhat…Well,thatwastheinitialplan,thatis.Wedecidedtotakeanextrameasureby

havingyourecordyourselfadmittodoingthedeeds.Fretnot,foraslongasyoudon’trevealthe

incidenttothepublic,thenthevideowillbesafeinourhandsforever.However,shouldnewsaboutthe

deedspillout,thenyou’llsoonfindyourselfgettingfamousalloverthecountryoncewepostthevideo

oneverymajorsocialmediasite!”addedtheleaderashelaughedaloud,promptingafewofhismento

showSherrythevideocamerastheywereholdingonto.
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“Again,worrynot,littlegirl!We’llbequickaslongasyou’reobedient.Infact,I’devenbewillingtopay

yousomecash…ifyoumakemefeelgood,thatis!You’llbeusingthemoneytosavealifeanyway,so



whatI’mabouttodotoyounextisgoingtobeafairtrade!”shoutedtheleaderashedraggedSherryby

thearm,causingthethermosshewasholdingontotofalltotheground!

Asthecarefully-preparedfoodthatSherryhadearliercookedforhermothergotspilledalloverthe

ground,theleaderquicklycoveredhermouthandbegancarryingherintooneoftheircars!

Seeingthat,theotherfivemenstoodatthesideastheylaughedinexcitement.

However,oneofthemen’slaughterwasshort-livedashesuddenlyfeltsomeonegrabbinghisrightear!

Beforehecouldevenreact,thesickeningsoundoffleshbeingtornoffcouldbeheard.Bythetimehe

screamedinagony,halfofhisfacewasalreadybloodied!

Geraldhimselfcasuallytossedthetorn-offeartothegroundbeforerevealingthathewasholdingonto

alargeironstickthathehadpickedupfromthestreets.

Withasinglesmashtotheman’shead,heimmediatelyfelltotheground,convulsingasfoamexitedhis

mouth!

Thesecondtheysawhowterriblytheircomradewassuffering,theremainingmenimmediatelygrew

terrified.Asfortheirleader,hequicklyjumpedoutfromthecar,ahideousexpressiononhisface.

“Youf*ckingbastard!Howdareyouruinouraffairs!You’rejustbeggingfordeath,aren’tyou?!”roared

thefierce-lookingmanasheunsheathedadaggerthathadbeenattachedtohiswaist.

Beforetheleadercouldstrike,anotheroneofhismenhadalreadyunsheathedhisowndagger,andwas



currentlyrushingtowardGeraldtostabhim!

However,Geraldwasmuch,muchfaster.
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Grabbingontotheassailant’sear,Geraldtwisteditwithgreatforce,causingyetanothertearingsound

tobeheardasanewscreamfilledtheair.

Repeatingtheprocess,Geraldtossedtheearasidebeforesmashingthestickintothesideofhishead.

Naturally,thismanreactedexactlythesameasthefirst.

“You…Youb*stard!Ganguponhim!”orderedtheleaderashiseyelidstwitchedrapidly.

Thoughtheleaderweighedoverahundredkilograms,hismovementsweren’tclumsyatall.Infact,he

wasthefastestandalsothesmartestamonghismen.

ChargingatGerald,heleapedintotheair,aimingaflyingkickrightatGerald’shead!

Evenso,Geraldremainedcalmashestrucktheironstickrightintotheman’slegbeforehewaseven

abletogetclosetoGerald.

Followingthesickeningsoundsofbonescracking,theleaderscreamedinpainashetoppledtothe

ground.WithhowhardGeraldhadhithisleg,hislegwasnowangledinawaythathiscalfwasfolded

againsthisthigh.Afterbeingtwistedinsuchafrighteningway,themancouldevenfeelhisthighwith

histoes!



AshecontinuedscreamingonthegroundwhileconvulsingerraticallybeforeGerald,Geraldhimself

coldlydeclared,“Iwon’tevenbotherusingmyfiststobeatallofyouup!You’reallnothingbut

b*stards!”
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Aftersayingthat,hethenrippedtheleader’searoffaswellbeforethrowingitaside!Nowbleeding

profusely,theleaderofthemenalmostfoundhimselffaintingfromthesheerpainalone.

Seeingthat,theremainingmeninstantlythrewtheirdaggersasideastheybeganrunningaway!After

seeingtheirbossbeingbeatenupsoeasily,theyknewtheycouldneverdreamofdefeatingGerald.Not

onlywasGeraldpowerful,buthewasalsoasavageforpullingofftheearsofwhoeverhebeatup!

Ofcourse,itwasimpossibleforthemtoescapeinthefirstplace.

Runningaftertheescapingmen,Geraldwhackedhisironstickontoallofthem,makingsuretoripan

earoffeachofthemen.

Oncehewasdone,hefedtheearshehadcollectedtoafewstraydogs…
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Withalltheassailantsnowlyingontheground,Geraldthrewthestickaway.Naomiherselfimmediately

rantowardthecartohelpSherryup.

Beingbothsoftandweak,thescenefromearlierhadalmostshockedSherrytodeath.



Hadthosemenhadthechancetotouchherinappropriately,Sherrywouldn’thavehadthewilltoliveon

withthatmemoryinmind!

Thefactthatshehadbeenconstantlyforcedtodothingsagainstherwillforawhilenowdidn’thelpher

mentalstate.Iftheyhadtrulyhadtheirwaywithher,thenSherryfearedthattakingherownlifewasn’t

goingtobeoutofthequestionanymore.

Regardless,herteacherwasnowhereandtheteary-eyedSherryimmediatelyembracedNaomiwhile

whimpering,“M-MissMilton…!Y-you’vebeensogoodtomeandyetI…I…I’msuchajerk!Atotal

inhumane,jerk…!”

Comfortingthecryinggirl,Naomisimplyreplied,“It’salright,Iunderstand…Idon’tblameyou…Afterall,

youonlydidallthisbecauseyourmotherhadfallensick,right?Whydidn’tyoutellmethatyouhad

beengoingthroughsucharoughtime…?”

NaomitrulyfeltbadforwhatSherryhadtogothroughthisentiretime.Shecouldn’timaginehowhellish

itwouldbeforthegirlhadGeralddecidednottocomebacktolookforher…

It’dbeacompletewasteforsuchatalentedgirl’sfuturetobedestroyed,justlikethat…Notwantingto

thinkaboutitanymore,Naomisimplyremindedherselfthatintheend,themostimportantthingwas

thatherstudentwasstillsafe.

“I-Iwastheonewhostolethemoney,miss…!”wailedSherry,unable—andunwilling—tohidethetruth

anymore.



“B-butIdidn’tdareuseanyofthemoney!NomatterhowbrokeIam,I’dneverusesuchuncleancash!

I’vebeenearningallthatIneededbyworkingpart-timeasatutor!”addedSherryinbetweentears.
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“I’mproudofyoufornotusinganyofit…Andagain,Iunderstand!”repliedNaomiasshecontinued

comfortingthesobbinggirl.

Alittlewhilelater,Geraldwalkedtowardthesideofherhouse’sdoorandliftedaloosetile.Justas

Sherryhadsaid,themoneywasthere,allthirtythousanddollarsofit.Seeingthat,Geraldcouldn’thelp

butfeelslightlytouchedbySherry’ssincerepersonality.

“Heynow,yourmotherstillhasn’teaten,youknow…?Nowstopcryingandlet’sgocookheranewmeal!

I’dliketomeetheratthehospitalaswell!”saidNaomiasshewipedthetearsoffSherry’sface.

Noddingslowlyinagreement,thetwoofthemthenquicklycookedupanewmeal.Aftergettingitinto

thethermos,GeraldsentbothNaomiandSherrytothehospital.

Asforthebloodiedbodyguardsleftthere,Geraldeasilysettledthemessyscenewithasinglephonecall.

Oncetheyarrivedatthehospital,GeraldjoinedtheduoastheyvisitedSherry’smother.Fromjusta

singlelookather,Geraldwasabletotellthattheillnesswasnothingtooserious,atleastforhis

standards.Whileitwasn’tincurable,theproblemwasthattreatinghermother’ssicknessrequiredalot

ofmoney.

Sherrytrulyhaditrough.Withthatinmind,Geraldpaidforallthemedicalfeesneededandeven

promisedSherrythatallheruniversitylivingexpensesandfeeswouldbesponsoredbytheMayberry

CommercialGroup.



GeraldalsotoldherthathewouldgetapersonnamedZacktoarrangeajobforheronceshemadea

fullrecovery.Comfortingher,Geraldaddedthateverythingwasgoingtogetbettersoon.
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Itwasaboutnineatnightwheneverythingwassettled.KnowingthatSherryhadbeenthroughalot

today,Naomidecidedtoaccompanyandhavealittletalkwithher.

SinceGeralddidn’treallyknowhowtocomfortsuchayounglady,heheadedoffwiththesameflask

frombeforetogetsomewater.

Itwasatthatmomentwhen…
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Allofasudden,thejadecharmthatGeraldhadbeencarryingaroundseemedtosensesomething!

Feelinghisbodytrembleinexcitement,Geraldknewthatawomanwithastrongyinphysiquewas

around!

Withthat,heimmediatelybegansearchingaroundthearea.

However,thejade’sreactionquicklyvanishedandGeraldfoundhimselfdisappointed.Hecouldn’tjust

haveimaginedthat,right?

“Whatonearthhappened…?Whydiditstopreactingsoquickly?”mutteredtheconfusedGeraldto

himself,hisdisappointmentevident.

Sincethecharmhadreactedsostronglyjustmomentsago,Geraldassuredhimselfthatthereaction



musthavediminishedsincethewomanwiththestrongyinphysiquehadleftthearea.Withthatinmind,

Geralddasheddownthehospital,activelylookingaroundwhilehopingforanotherreactionfromthe

jade.However,nofurtherreactionsweretriggered.

Bythetimehegaveupandreturnedtothehospitalroom,Naomihadjustclosedthedoorbehindher.

“Ithinkweshouldleavefornow,Gerald…Sherry’sclearlyexhaustedherselffromallthepressureshe’s

beenfacinglately,andIsaythisbecauseshe’snowfastasleeponanextrabedintheroom!Still,Ican’t

helpbutworryabouttheirsafetyifweleavejustlikethat…”saidNaomi.

“Nottoworry.I’vealreadyorderedforafewbodyguardstostandguardoverthemwithoutthem

knowing.Myguardsarequitecapablesoyouneedn’tworryanyfurther!”

“That’sarelief…Also,Sherrytoldmethatshewouldbeheadingtothepolicestationtomakeher

statementtomorrow.She’sfartoopitifulafterhavingtofaceallthatsoIreallyhopethatyou’lltake

goodcareofher…Shedoesn’tdeservetogethurtasecondtime!”
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“I’llbethereforeverything!”

Hearingthat,Naominoddedslowly,acocktailofemotionsreflectedinhereyes.

AslongasGeraldwashere,Naomiwouldn’tbeafraideveniftheskybeganfalling.

Tobeentirelyhonest,shesometimesstillwonderedwhatlifewould’vebeenlikeifshehadgotten

togetherwithGeraldattheverybeginning.Perhapstheywould’vegottenmarriedbynow,livinglife

happilywitheachother…Shedidn’tevencareforGerald’smoney…Allshetrulywantedwastobewith



him…

Evenso,NaomiknewthatGeraldwasstillyearningforMilawhohadapparentlygonemissing.Withthat

inmind,therewasnowaythatshewasgoingtoactthatselfishly…

However,themoreGeraldcaredforher,theharderherheartthrobbed.

Followingthat,GeraldsentNaomihomeandNaomi’smothercookedanicesupperforbothofthem.

Geraldonlyleftafterhavinghissecondhome-cookedmealfromNaomi’smother.

Sometimelater,Yazminaskedherhusband,“…Hubby?Issomethingthematter…?”
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“It’sjuststrange,youknow?Ican’tseemtocontactThiagoandtheothersatall!Also,earlierwhenI

calledthehospital,Sherry’smotherwasapparentlyinthemidstoftransferring?BythetimeIgotthere

tohavealookformyself,shewasn’teveninthesamewardanymore!Whatthehellisevengoing

on…?”grumbledYazmin’shusbandwithafrown.

“Well,maybeThiagoandtheothersareouthavingsomefun!Theyprobablymutedtheirphonesor

something…AsforSherry,itwouldn’tsurprisemeifthehospitalhasfinallykickedheroutsinceshe

doesn’thavethecashtopayforallthosemedicalexpenses!I’llcallThiagolateraswelltoaskhimabout

it…Thoughagain,ifyou’vealreadybeentryingtocallhimforsometime,Itrulybelievethathe’sjust

havingtoomuchfuntonotice!”repliedYazmin.

“…That’strue.Finethen…Regardless,I’vealreadygottenallmyconnectionstocheckforthatman’s

background.It’sweirdthattheyhaven’trepliedtomethough…Whateverthecaseis,I’mstillgoingto

findthechancetoshowhimhowgreatIamtomorrow!”sneeredherhusband.



Itwasexactlyatthatmomentwhenhisphonebeganringingmany,manytimes.Severalmessages

were—almostsimultaneously—beingsenttohim,andYazmin’shusbandquicklypickeduphisstill-

vibratingphone.

Uponreadingthetextmessages,afrownslowlyformedonhisfaceashemuttered,“…Thehellisallthis

supposedtomean…?”

“Whatisithubby…?”askedYazmininagentletone.AslongasherhusbandcouldhelpgetridofNaomi

forher,shedidn’thavemuchelseshewishedfor.

“…Allthesemessages…They’reallsayingthesamething…”repliedYazmin’shusbandasheshookhis

head.

“…Whatisit?”

“Well,theyallsay,‘goodluck!’”
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Theverynextday,Yazminheadedtoschoolalongwithherhusband.

SinceNaomihadgottenamantobackherupthedaybefore,Yazminwasdefinitelygettingherstohelp

heraswell.Yazminwassurethatthesightofherhusband’scaralonewouldbeenoughtoscarethelife

outofNaomi’sman!Humph!



Still,YazminwouldbelyingifshesaidthatthoseweirdmessagesandThiago’sdisappearancetheday

beforedidn’thaveherworried.Evenaftercallinghimandhismen,noneofthempickedup,andnoneof

themwereatSherry’splaceeither.Wherecouldtheybe…?

ThoughThiagoandhismencouldgetabitwildwhileenjoyingthemselves,shealsoknewthemtobe

veryresponsiblemen.Itwasnear-impossibleforthemnottoreturnhermessagesaftercompletingtheir

job.

Feelingoddabouttheentiresituation,thatwasthesecondreasonshewasbringingherhusbandalong.

Whateverthecasewas,sheknewSherry’sbackgroundwellsosheprobablywouldn’tbeaproblemfor

her.

Itwasn’tlongbeforetheyarrivedinfrontoftheschoolbuilding.SinceYazmin’shusbandwasdrivingthe

newestBMW7-series,agroupofmalestudentswasinstantlydrawntoit.

“Holycow!IsthatMrs.Yallop’shusband?NotonlyishedrivingaBMW7-series,buthe’salso

charming?!”

“D*mn!Soherhusband’sarichheir!Bythelooksofit,hisfamilymustbesuperpowerfultoo!Though

withhowluxuriouslyMrs.Yallopalwaysdresses,itisn’ttoosurprisingthatherhusbandisn’tanordinary

man!”

Still,intheirhighschooldays,itwascommonenoughformalestudentstofavortalkingaboutgames

andcars.

Lockingherarmsaroundherhusband’s,Yazminthenstoodinfrontofthecarforabriefmoment,



enjoyingeverysecondofhowenviousandadoringthestudentswereofherandherhusband.
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Afterpretendingtoretrievesomethingsfromthecar,Yazminsawafewofhercolleaguescomingto

workandcalledout,“Wellhellothere,Mrs.Shaq!You’reearlytoday!Andthesamegoesforyouaswell,

Mrs.Xanders!”

Seeingthesmilingwomancallingouttothem,Mrs.Shaqthenreplied,“Gooddaytoyoutoo,Mrs.Shaq!

Isthatyourhusband!Thecarhe’sdrivinglooksprettynew!Itmust’vebeenexpensive!”

ThougheveryonelookedenthusiastictoreplytoYazmin’sgreeting,deepinside,theywereallequally

upset.

‘Why’ssheevenbeingallproudaboutthat?Sowhatifshehasarichhusbandandanicecar!Bigdeal!

Still…Whyisitthatotherpeoplealwayshavebetterlives…There’snowaywecouldevercompetewith

her!’Thoughtseveralofhercolleagueswhowerecursingherintheirmindswithutterjealousy.

AsthefemaleteacherscontinuedputtingonacheeryfaçadewhiletalkingwithYazmin,afewmale

colleaguesofYazmin’sshowedup.

Themomenttheyallsawthecar,theywereinstantlyimpressed.Oneofthemwassoexcitedthathe

immediatelysaid,“Holy!That’saBMW7-series!It’sthenewestmodelin2020andit’sbarelybeena

fewdayssinceitwasreleasedintothemarket!Howcool!”

AftertheycontinuedtalkingwithYazminandherhusbandforawhile,oneofthefemaleteachersfinally

foundherselfunabletoholdbackanymoreassheasked,“Whenwouldyoubefreetotakeusoutona

rideinthecar,Mrs.Yallop?”



“Why,anytime,ofcourse!Wherewouldyouliketogo?Myhusbandcanbeourdriver!”repliedYazmin

withasmile.
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“Oh,howkindyouare,Mrs.Yallop!I’llbethankingyouinadvancethen!”

“I’mjustgladyoufinallyrealizehowniceapersonIam!WhileIknowIcanbehardtodealwith

sometimes,butI’mgenerallyaverykindpersontothoseclosetome!It’sjustthewaymy

straightforwardpersonalityis!Unlikeaveryfaketeacherofcourse!Youknow,thehouseshebought

nearourschoolspansagoodhundredandfiftysquarefeet!It’squiteobviouswhereshegotthemoney

tobuythathousefrom,givenhercurrentfinancialstatus!”repliedYazmin.

“Idon’tknow…Maybeshejustfoundarichhusband…?”saidoneofthemaleteachers.

“Hah!Her?Tellyouwhat,I’vecheckedthebursaryrecordbeforeandI’vealreadyseenwhather

husbandlookslike!”repliedYazmin.

“What?Howdoeshelook?”

CHAPTERLIST

Chapter1214

“Sayingthathelooksbelow-averageisanoverstatementforhim!Withthatinmind,howcouldhe

possiblyberich?He’sprobablyjustsomeregularworkersomewhere!”

Knowingthat,Yazminwasbeyondsurethatsuchapersonwouldn’teverbeabletocomparewithher

husband.



Beforeanyofhercolleaguescouldevenreact,agroupofstudentsbeganscreamingoutoftheblue!

Somewereevenscreamingsohardthattheyseemedclosetofainting!

“…Thehell?”mutteredYazminassheandherothercolleaguesturnedtolookatthefrontgatetosee

whatallthecommotionwasabout.

Thesecondtheysawwhatthestudentswerescreamingabout,however,thegroupofteachers

immediatelywidenedtheireyesbeforecursingoutloudinshock.Yazmin,inparticular,seemedmore

flabbergastedthantherest,coveringhermouthinastonishment.

“W-whatacoolcar!”shoutedeveryoneinbothshockandawe.

The‘coolcar’theywerereferringto,wasonethatcostmillionsofdollars.Infact,itwasarguablya

hundredtimescoolerthanaLamborghinisportscar!Thecaritselfwasnowslowlydrivingfromthe

schoolcompoundtowardthemainschoolbuilding.

Notevencaringabouttheschoolrules—whichstatedthatstudentsweren’tallowedtobringtheir

phonestoschool—anymore,allofthemimmediatelybegansnappingpicturesoftheexpensive-looking

car.

“I-It’saLambo!Amillion-dollarLambo!”stutteredYazmin’shusbandashisjawdropped.

“Whosecaristhat?Isitthehusbandofoneoftheteachers?Orperhapsoneofthestudents’fathers?”

addedoneofthemaleteacherswhowasstillshockedbythesight.
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“IfI’mcorrect,thenthatcarrightthereislimitededition!Therearelessthanahundredcarsforthis

modelinourcountry,youknow?”shoutedacarexpertfromwithinthecrowd.

Withallthishappening,Yazmin’sexpressionquicklyturnedsour.Naturally,thiswasbecausethe

spotlightonherhusband’sBMW7-serieshadnowbeenstolenbythatothercar!

“…Sinceyouknowsomanypeople,can’tyouguesswhothedriverofthatcaris,hubby?”askedYazmin.

Hearingthat,theotherfemaleteachersinstantlygrewjealousagain.Afterall,theyknewbetterthanto

doubthowpowerfulYazmin’shusbandwas.

“…Well,whileIdoknowseveralwealthybusinessmeninMayberry,someregionsarestillbeyondmy

reach…Regardless,onceIseethedriver’sface,Imayknowwhoheis!Bringmemynamecard,Yazmin!”

repliedherhusbandashestraightenedhissuit.

“Rightaway,hubby!”saidYazminasshehappilyreturnedtohiscartoretrievehisnamecard.

Beforesheopenedhiscar’sdoor,however,shemadesuretolookatherfemalecolleaguesbefore

saying,“Businessmenarealwayslikethis,youknow?It’snaturalforthemtowanttoexchangename

cardswithothers,especiallywhentheotherpartyisanexperienceddirector!Afterall,itcouldverywell

bringbusinesstothem,thoughIdon’texpectanyofyoutounderstand!”

Naturally,thismadetheotherfemaleteachersupset.
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Regardless,thecarfinallystoppedmovingwhenitparkedrightnexttotheBMW7-series.

Everyone’sattentionwasnowonthecar,andbothteachersandstudentsalikeheldtheirbreaths,eager

tofindoutwhotheownerofthecarwas.

Shortlyafter,thecar’sdoorwasopened,andoutsteppedayoungmanwithhisrighthandinhispocket.

Simultaneously,thedooroppositeofthedriver’sseatwasalsoopened,andanextremelybeautifulyet

familiar-lookingwomansteppedout.

ThemomentYazminsawtheduowhohadjustexitedthecar,thenamecardinherhandinstantly

flutteredtotheground.Herentirebodynowtrembling,Yazminfeltasthoughhersoulhadjustbeen

crushedbyanimmensestrikeoflightning.

Hermindnowcompletelyblank,thecurrentsituationfeltalmostdream-like.

WhileYazminfeltlikeshewasabouttofaint,manyoftheotherstudentsandteacherswerenow

screaming!

“MissNaomi!It’syou!”
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Truetotheirwords,theduothathadjustdescendedthecartrulywereGeraldandNaomi.

Knowingthat,Yazminfeltasthoughherentireworldhadjustbeenflipped.

Afterall,shehadassumedthatsinceNaomiprobablydidn’thaveanyonecapablebackingherup,her

husbandcouldeasilygetridofher.WhileitwastruethatshehadmetGeraldyesterday,Yazminsimply

thoughthewassomeordinarymanwhowouldsufferterriblybyherhandtoday!



Nevercouldshehaveimaginedthathewouldbethisfilthyrich!

Nowsweatingprofuselyandgenuinelyunsureofwhattoevendonext,herheartskippedabeatthe

momentshesawapolicecardrivingintotheschool.

Thoughtherehadonlybeentwopoliceofficersthedaybefore,fourofthemsteppedoutofthecar

today.

Scanningthecrowd,oneoftheofficersglaredatYazminbeforesaying,“Goodday,MissMilton,andI

seethatMissYallopisheretoo!There’sbeensomeprogressonthecase…Whydon’twediscussthisin

theprincipal’soffice…?”

“F-finebyme…!”repliedYazmin,herguttellingherthatsomethingwasinsanelywrong.

Oncetheywereintheoffice,thepressuringatmospheretherecausedgreatdiscomforttoYazmin.After

all,everyonewasnowlookingatherdifferently.

“…We’vereceivednewevidenceaboutthetheft,andaftersomedigging,wefoundanewlead!

Apparently,someonehadbeenforcingastudenttoactontheirbehalf,andinextremelycruelways

too!”explainedoneoftheofficerstotheprincipal.
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“Thanksforyourhardwork,officers!”



Hearingthat,Yazmin’sfaceturnedevenpalerasherheartskippedabeat.Gulping,sheturnedtolookat

herhusband,aclearsignthatshewasaskingforhishelp.

However,themomenthetookastepback,Yazminfinallyrealizedwhereherfeelingsofinsecuritywere

stemmingfrom.

Yazmin’shusbandknewforafactthathecouldn’tgetinvolvedanyfurtherintothematter.Theyoung

manwhowascurrentlystandingbeforehim…Hisbackgroundwasdefinitelynotasimpleone,andwith

thatinmind,herhusbandknewbetterthantochallengesuchaperson.

HealsoknewthatifhecontinuedhelpingYazmin,hewouldn’tbeabletogetawayeasily.Thoughhe

honestlywantedtojustrunoutoftheofficeatthatmoment,hewaswellawarethatafewsecurity

guardswerecurrentlypatrollingrightoutsidetheoffice’sdoor.

Ashecontinuedthinkingaboutwhatheshoulddonext,oneoftheofficerstookawarrantoutand

showedittoYazmin.

“MissYallop,wesuspectthatyouandyourhusbandareinvolvedinacrime!Withthatinmind,please

followusbacktothestationforfurtherquestioning!”

Utterlystunnedtohearthat,Yazmin’shusbandimmediatelyretorted,“T-thisisnoneofmybusiness!

Thatwomanwasinchargeoftheentirething!Thisdoesn’tinvolvemeatall!”
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Followingthat,heimmediatelyswungtheofficedooropenandattemptedtoescape!Naturally,hewas

instantlycaughtbyoneofthesecurityguardswhowerestillpatrollingoutsidetheoffice.



Uponhearingthat,Yazmininstantlybeganshriekinginafrenzybeforeattemptingtoescapeaswell!She

knewforafactthatiftheywerefoundguiltyofthedeed,thentheywouldn’tbereleasedforatleast

twentyyears!

Withthatinmind,shemanagedtodashpasttheguardswhowerestillbusypinningherhusbanddown.

Noneofthemhadexpectedhertorunoutaswell!

Bythetimeshearrivedatthestairs,allthestudentswhohadseenherrunningforherlifewereutterly

confusedastowhatwashappening.

Beforeshecouldeventakethefirststepdown,however,shefeltajoltofelectricityrunningdownher

spine!

Screamingfromtheimpactofthethrownobject,Yazmincrumbledtothefloorandsawthatshehad

beenhitbyanelectricrodthatwasglowingblue!

“H-huh?Isn’tthatMrs.Yallop…?”

“Mygod!Whyaretheytryingtocaptureher?!”

Asthepresentstudentsinstantlycoveredtheirmouthswhiletakingstepsbackward,Geraldhimself

joggedovertowhereYazmincurrentlylay.

Seeingthattheotherofficerswerestilladistanceaway,Geraldbentdownandshockedherwiththe

electricrodonemoretimebeforetheyarrived,sendingthewomanunconscious.

“Ifitwasn’tforourcurrentlocation,IhopeyouknowthatI’dhavetornyouintoathousandpiecesby

now…!”growledGeraldashetossedtherodtotheside.



Withhiscurrenttemper,hewouldn’ttrulybeGeraldifhedidn’ttreatacruelwomanlikeYazminthe

samewayhedidtothatwomaninLugawCity…
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Withthecurrentmatterresolved,GeraldandNaomisoonfoundthemselvesreturningtothehospitalto

visitSherryandhermother.

ThoughGeraldstayedforquitealongtimeinthehospital,heeventuallyfoundhimselfdisappointed.It

didn’tseemlikethepersonwhohadtriggeredthejadecharmbeforewasgoingtomakeanappearance

againanytimesoon.

Whilehehadinitiallythoughtthatthepersoninquestioncouldbeoneofthedoctors,nurses,oreven

patientsinthehospital,afterwalkingthroughtheentirehospitalformostofthemorning,Geraldwas

nowdoubtfulthatthatwasthecase.

Withthemiddleofthemonthnowdangerouslyclose,hewouldbelyingifhesaidthathewasn’t

anxious.

Eventuallyconcludingthatthewomanwiththestrongyinphysiquewould’veshownherselfbynowif

shetrulywasrelatedtothehospital,GeraldsimplysentNaomibacktotheschoolbeforeconsidering

headingtoothernearbyschoolsoruniversitiestobeginsearchingagain.

Honestly,hefeltthatnoneofthismadeanysense.Afterall,accordingtowhatMasterGhosthadsaid,

duetofate’srole,evenifGeraldweretomissmeetingtheotherpersonthefirsttime,theywould

certainlymeetagain!

Knowingthatthinkingaboutitwouldn’treallydohimanygood,Geraldsimplyspenttherestofthe

morningdrivingaroundseveralhighschoolsanduniversities.Intheend,hestillcouldn’tfindtheperson

hewaslookingfor.



Withonlyonefinaluniversityleftunchecked,Geraldsimplysighedbeforemutteringtohimself,

“…MayberryUniversityitis!”

Ifshewasn’tthereeither,thenhereallydidn’tknowwhereelsetolookforher.

Uponarrivingattheuniversity,Geraldimmediatelyfeltslightlyembarrassedwhenhesawsomany

studentspointingathiscar.Hereallyshouldn’thavebeenthishigh-profile…
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Withthatinmind,hequicklyturnedhiscararoundandheadedforthesmallforestwhereheusedto

parkhiscarinthepast.Uponarrivingthere,hesawthatafewcarshadalreadybeenparkedinhisusual

spot.

Momentarilystoppinghisowncar,Geraldsawthatthereweremanybeautifulgirlstheredressedto

impressaswell,asseveralrichyoungmenwhoeachseemedtoowndifferentkindsofsportscars,

Ferraris,andmanyotherexpensive-lookingcars.

Geraldalsonoticedthatthereseemedtobeaconflictbetweentwoofthemen,andalltheothers

presentatthescenewerecurrentlygatheredaroundthem.

Listeningin,Geraldheardoneofthemensay,“Howdareyouevenparkyourcheapcarhere?Aren’tyou

ashamedofyourselfatall?Mycarisworthatleastthreehundredthousanddollarsyouknow?”

“Mr.Yackeeissohandsomeandcool!Hiscarlooksabsolutelymarvelousaswell!”



“Yeah!Whatawonderfulcar!”

Squealedafewofthegirlswhilelookingratherenviouslyattheonewhohadspoken.

FromwhatGeraldcouldtell,theotherman’scarprobablycostaroundahundredandtwentythousand

dollars.Asaresult,allthegirlstherewerenaturallysupportingMr.Yackee.
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Nobodywasstandingupfortheotherguyatall,andafterbeingmadetofeelsoinferior,theotherman

simplydroveawayangrily.

WhileGeraldhadonceusedthissecludedspottohidehowrichhewas,thingshadapparentlychanged

now.Fromwhathecouldtell,thosewhonowknewaboutthissmallforestweremostlyownersof

luxurycars.Toshowofftheirwealth,onlythemostexpensiveanddazzlingluxurycarswerepermitted

toparkhere.

Asfortheotherswhoknewofthisplace,theymostlyconsistedofbothmaleandfemalestudentswho

wantedtoenjoytheshow.

Regardless,themomentMr.Yackeesawthathehadsuccessfullydriventheotherguyaway,an

extremelyproud-lookingexpressionwasformedonhisface.Justashewasabouttoparkhiscar

properly,however,theloudrevvingofenginescouldsuddenlybeheard.

Turningtolookatthesourceofthesound,everyone’seyeswidenedasanevencooler-looking

Lamborghinimadeitsappearance!Theatmosphereclimaxedassoonasitstoppedcloseenoughanda

youngman—wearingapairofsunglassesaswellascroppedpants—steppedoutofthecar.

TurningtolookatMr.Yackee,theman—whowaschewingsomegum—thendeclared,“Abouttimeyou

getlost,don’tyouthink?Doyoureallythinkthatyoudeservetoparkhere?Mycarisworthatleast



sevenhundredandsixtymilliondollars,youknow?”

“I-it’sMr.Lockworth!”

“Ohmygod,he’ssohandsome!”

Geraldcouldsimplywatchasthegirlsbegansquealinginexcitementagain.

Whilehewasn’tawareofthis,everyonefromwithinthatcrowdknewofthelegendsurroundingthat

smallforest.Essentially,thelegendstatedthatamysteriousandrichyoungmanoncemadehis

appearanceinthisveryforestinatop-notchluxurycar.Followingthat,theownerofthecarmanagedto

pursueandgettheuniversity’stopgoddesstofallforhim!Thoughitwassimple,thetalewaspopular

enoughtomakethesmallforestwestoftheuniversityafamousparkingspotforthosewithluxurycars.

“Whatareyoustilllookingat,Mr.Yackee?MoveyourcaralreadysothatYaltercanparkhiscar!”

“Indeed!It’smoresuitableforMt.Lockworthtoparkthereandyouknowit!”

Afterhearingthegirls’shoutsofcontempt,Mr.Yackeecouldonlypursehislipsashisinferiority

complexkickedin.Bythetimehedroveoffangrily,thescenehadalreadyattractedtheattentionofat

leastahundredonlookers.

Shakinghisheadwithawrysmileonhisface,Geraldsimplythought,‘Thesekidsthinkthey’resoyoung

andrich…Youshouldbemakinguseofyouryouthandwealthtodomoremeaningfulthings!’

Followingthat,hesteppedonhisaccelerator,drivinghisLamborghinidirectlytowardthecrowdof

people…
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Asthestudentsheardtherevvingofyetanothercar’sengine,theyturnedtolookattheLamborghinias

itswervedrightbeforethembeforehalting,sendingthefallenleavesonthegroundscatteringallover

theplacewiththeforceofanautumngale.

Theabruptappearanceofthecarlefteveryoneatthescenemomentarilyfrozeninshock.

“…Is…isthataLamborghiniReventon…?”

Thesituationwassodream-likethateveryonecouldbarelyhidetheshockontheirfaces.Noneofthem

evendaredtoblinkforawhile,forfearthatthesightoftheluxuriouscarwouldsimplydisappearthe

secondtheydid.

Notonlywasthelimited-editionLamborghiniReventonacarthatwasworthatleasttwomillionandsix

hundredthousanddollars,butaccordingtothelocallegend,themysteriousrichandyoungmanhad

initiallyownedasimilarcar!

Nowthatthatspecificcarhadarrivedatthisspecificlocation,thosepresentfeltliketheywerelivingout

thelegendthateveryonekepttalkingabout.Noneofthemhadtrulyexpectedtobeabletowitnessthe

carforthemselves,whichwaswhytheywereallsostupefiedbythesightofit.

Mr.Lockworthhimselfwasleftutterlydumbfounded.However,hequicklyregainedhissensesandknew

thathehadtoadmitdefeatthistime.

‘Thatcar…It…It’ssimplytooluxurious!’Yalterthoughttohimselfbeforeimmediatelydrivinghiscar

awayfromtheparkingspacesothatGeraldcouldparkhiscarthere.



Afterparkinghiscarinhisoldspot,thegirlsinstantlybeganscreaminghysterically—withmanyofthem

placingtheirhandsovertheirmouthsandtherestcuppingtheircheeks—asGeraldsteppedoutofhis

car.

Allthiswassimplytooamazingforthemtoremaincalm!
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“Heythere,brother!What’syourphonenumber?”

“Doyouhaveagirlfriend,brother?”

AsthegirlsthereinstantlybeganhuddlingaroundGerald,theotherrichmenquicklybeganheading

overtotheirowncars—withtheintentionofdrivingthemawayfromthearea—whileshouting,“We’ll

betakingourleavenow,brother!”

“Holdit!”shoutedGeraldinacoldvoiceasheturnedtolookatthem.

Hearinghowfrigidandcommandinghisvoicewas,everyonewasinstantlyparalyzedinplace.

Followingthat,Geraldthenretainedhiscoldvoiceasheasked,“Tellme,wasthereapointofcomparing

howwealthyeachofyouwere?”

Hearingthat,theboysquicklyloweredtheirheads,eachofthematalossforwords.



“Whileyoumayberich,Ihopethateachofyourealizethatthere’llalwaysbewealthierpeopleout

there!Withthatinmind,sincethere’salwaysgoingtobesomeonericherthanyou,whyevenbother

comparinginthefirstplace?Ifyouhavethatmuchtimeandenergy,youshouldbespendingallthaton

yourfamilyandthoseyoucareforinstead!Whyevencomeallthewayoutherejusttoshowoff?”

addedGeraldinacasualtoneastheboysturnedredinembarrassmentwhilenoddingslowly.
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“He’sright,youknow?HowcouldpeoplelikeMr.LockworthorMr.Yackeeeverdreamtobeableto

comparetohim?”

“NowthatI’vemetyou,Ifinallyunderstandwhatitmeanstobematureandstable,sir!Youtrulyare

charmingandeverythingyousayiscompletelytrue!”

Bythatpoint,severalofthegirls—withlove-struckexpressionsontheirfaces—werebackingGeraldup

withaffectionatevoices.

AsoneofthegirlsbeganrubbingherarmagainstGerald’shesimplypushedherasidebeforesaying,

“Yougirlsaren’tanybetter!”

Turningtofacethemnext,hethensaid,“Haveagoodlookatwhatyou’reallwearingnow!T-shirts

withoutanypantsorevenshortsunderneath?Isthishowgirlsshouldbeacting?Don’tyouthinkyou’re

allbeingalittletooshameless?!Asforyouinparticular!Yourtopisnothingmorethanathinropeat

thispoint!What’sthepointofexposingsomuchofyourbodytoothers?Beabitmoreladylikefor

heaven’ssake!”

Afterseeingthismoney-worshipinggroupofyoungsters,itwasnorealwonderwhyGeraldwasso

furiousatthem.

Knowingthattheywoulddefinitelycometoregretit—inthefuture—iftheydidn’tusethistimeto

cherishandappreciatetheirfamilymembersandlovedones,Geraldcouldonlyreprimandthemin

hopesthatitwouldreturnthemtotheirsenses.



However,severalofthegirlssimplybegancryingassoonastheyheardGeraldscoldingthem!

“…Just…Leavealready!Leave!Allofyou!”
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Afterwavinghishandtodriveeveryoneaway,Geraldmadesureheparkedhiscarproperlywhile

wonderingtohimselfwhatwaswrongwithtoday’ssociety.

Sowhatifonewasrich?Ifeverythingcouldberesolvedwithmoney,thenGeraldwouldn’thaveto

continuesearchinglikethis.

Shakingthethoughtoff,Geraldthenlookedatthecampusbuildingbeforeheadinginitsdirectionto

continuehissearchforawomanwithastrongyinphysique.

Whathappenedearlierwassimplyasmallepisode,andGerald’sthoughtsweresoonreplacedwitha

slightnostalgiaashesteppedintothecampusagainaftergraduatingforovertwoyears.

Asthesayingwent,lifewasacirclethatwentroundandround.Regardlessofwhetherapersonwasrich

orpoor,theywouldalwaysendupreturningtowheretheycamefrom.

Truetothatsaying’swords,allofthishadstartedinthisveryuniversity.Afterall,Geraldhadfirstbeen

toldthathewastheheiroftheCrawfordfamilywhilehewasstudyinghere.Whatmore,Geraldhadalso

mettheloveofhislifeonthisverycampus.

Eventhemilkteashopattheentranceofthecampuswasstillthere,andtheownerofthatshopwas

stillthesameperson.



Lookingattheshop,herecalledhowMilahadforgottentobringherwalletoutwithherwhenshewas

buyingsomemilkteabackthen…Himhelpingherpayforitwastheirveryfirstencounter…

Backthen,hisrelationshipwithMilahadbeenbothpureandinnocent…Thereweren’tanyearth-

shatteringorbittermomentsintheirrelationshipatall.Justasimple,‘Iloveyouandyouloveme’

relationship…Ofcourse,goodthingsnevertendedtolast.

Fromthemomenthehadmether,GeraldhadneverwantedtobetheheiroftheCrawfordfamily.Ifhe

couldchoose,hewould’veverymuchpreferredtoremainpoor.Afterall,Miladidn’tdespisehim

regardlessofhiswealth.
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Aftergraduatinguniversity,bothofthemcouldhavecontinuedlivingtogetherhappily.Aftergetting

jobsandcollectingenoughmoney,theycould’veevenopenedamilkteashoptogether.Bythatpoint,

theywould’vesurelyearnedenoughtogetmarriedandstartabeautifulfamilytogether…Allcould’ve

gonesoperfectly…

Thinkingaboutit,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutsmileslightlybitterly.Thenagain,therewasnowaythatthe

pasthimwould’vebeenabletopredictthatallthiswouldhappen…

Ashecontinuedbeingdeepinthought,hesuddenlyheardavoicecallout,“Heythere,handsome!

You’vebeenstandingalldazedthereforagoodfiveminutes,youknow?Areyoualright?”

Turningtolookatwhohadcalledhim,Geraldwasgreetedbythesightofasmilinggirlwithaponytail

hairstylewhowascurrentlywavingathim.

Caughtoffguardbyhersuddenquestion,Geraldonlymanagedtosay,“…Uh…Yeah.You…need



somethingfromme?”

Hearingthat,thegirlsimplylaughedaloud.Howsillyofhimtobestandingthereinadazeinbroad

daylight…Shewonderedwhathecouldpossiblybethinkingof…

“…Well,myroommatesandIwereplanningtotakepicturestogetherbythelake,yousee…Iwas

lookingforsomeonewhocouldhelpphotographus!Sinceyou’rethefirstpersonI’vebumpedintowhile

searchingaround,Iwonderifyou’dbewillingtotakeourpicturesforus,handsome?”askedthe

girl—whohadalreadybeeninterestedinGeraldwhenshefirstsawhimfromadistance—assheheld

outhercameratohim.Itwasundeniable,afterall,thatGeraldhadacharmingappearance.

“…Oh.I…SureIguess…”repliedGeraldashetookthecamerafromher.Seeingthatitwasn’ta

particularlydifficultrequesttobeginwith,Geraldfoundithardtoturnherdown.
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“Alright!Also,pleasebecarefulwiththat.It’saveryexpensivecamera!Thinkyouknowhowtooperate

it?”askedthegirlwhonowrealizedthatGeraldwasdressedinratherordinaryclothing.Withthatin

mind,shecouldn’thelpbutworrythathewouldaccidentallygetittomalfunctionifhetrulyhadnoidea

howtouseit.

“Don’tworry,Ido!”repliedGeraldwithasimplenod.

Meanwhile,sixgirlscouldbeheardchatteringawayatthesideofthelake.Sincetheywereallaboutto

headintotheirsecondyearofuniversityandtheweatherlookedgoodtoday,allofthemhadagreedto

comeouttotakepicturestogether.Theywantedtomakesurethattheycapturedsufficientmemories

oftheirfirstyearinuniversity.

Whilethereweremanypeoplestrollingaroundthelake,allofthemseemedtobecouples,andmany

wereevenactingratherintimatelybyhuggingeachotherinpublic.Duetothat,thegirlsfeltthatit



wouldbealittletooawkwardforthemtoaskthemfortheirhelp.

“…Speakingofwhich,wherethehellisYulisa?Fromhermessageearlier,shetoldmethatshe’salready

foundsomeonetophotographus!What’stakinghersolong…?”

“Speakofthedevil!Theretheyarenow!Hey,lookattheguyshebroughtalong.Helooksrather

handsome,no?”saidanothergirlasshegiggled.

“Handsome?Him?Hah!Ithinkhelooksratherordinary!”repliedathirdgirlassheshookherhead.

“That’squiteenough.Whatareyougirlseventhinking?Remember,he’sbeingkindenoughtohelpus

takeourpicturessoweshouldbecourteousandpolitetohim!”saidalong-hairedgirl—whowas

standingrightinthemiddleofthegroup—withasmile.
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Hearingthat,thegirlsmadesuretothankGeraldfirstassoonashegotcloseenoughtothem.

Evenwhentheydidso,however,Geraldwasstillfeelingslightlyabsentminded.Afterall,hewas

constantlybeingbombardedwithnostalgicmemoriesofhisown,backwhenhewasstillstudyinghere.

Eventually,Geraldsnappedoutofitandgotintopositionbeforesaying,“Well,I’llbetakingthepicture

nowifyougirlsareready!”

“We’reallgoodtogo!”saidthegirlsaftergettingintovariousposesastheylaughedamongthemselves.

Gettingtheconfirmationheneeded,Geraldslowlyraisedthecamera.Oncehewassurethateveryone

waswithinthepicture,hethensaid,“Alright,onthecountof,one!Two!Three-f*ck!”



Outoftheblue,Geraldsuddenlyjoltedinbothsurpriseandexcitement,resultinginthecamerabeing

thrownintotheair!Bythetimeeveryonerelevantrealizedwhatwashappening,thecamerahad

alreadycollidedontotheground!Withitslensslightlycrackedandafewextra‘clunks’comingfrom

insidethecamera,everyonewasfairlycertainthatafewcomponentsinsidethedevicehadbeenbroken.

Regardless,Gerald’sactionsstemmedfromthefactthatatthatmoment,hehadsuddenlyfeltan

immenselystrangefeelinginhisheart.Notonlythat,buthewasalsosurethathehadfeltthejade

charmreactwhilehewasstillconcentratinghishardestontakingthepicturejustsecondsago.

TheonlyothertimehehadfeltsuchawaywaswhenhehadfirstmetCundrie.Turningtolookatthe

girlsagain,Geraldwassurethathisinitialshockhadbeentriggeredwhenhefirstpaidcloserattention

tothelong-hairedgirl’s—whowasstandinginthemiddleofthegroup—aurawhilehewasstillcounting

downearlier.Therewasnodoubtaboutitnow.

Shewasdefinitelythesecondgirlwiththestrongyinphysiquethatheneededtolocate!

AsMasterGhosthadpreviouslysaid,yinsandyangswerepronetoattractingeachother,especially

whentheywerecloseby.Shouldtheseoppositescometooclosetoeachother,theywouldmost

definitelyhaveanencounterwitheachother.
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Whateverthecasewas,Geraldknewthathehadmadetherightchoicebylookingforthegirlinhisold

universityaswell.TothinkthattheonehewaslookingforwasstudyingatMayberryUniversitythis

entiretime!

ThoughGeraldwassighinginrelief,theothergirlswerenowallequallydumbfounded.Withtheirjaws

gapingwidely,theyallstaredinhorroratthecamerathatwasstilllyingontheground.



Thecameraalonecostaroundseventhousandandsixhundreddollars!Tothinkthatthisguywouldjust

tossitintotheairlikethat!

Naturally,Yulisawasthefirstpersontoreactassheshouted,“W-what?!”

Herentireworldwasnowspinningashervisiondarkenedslightlyinhershock.Afterall,thecamera

wasn’tevenherstobeginwith!Itwasarentedcamera,andwithitnowbeingbroken,surelyshe’dhave

tobetheonetopayforitsrepaircost!

“You…Youa*shole!Whatwereyouthinkingbyjustthrowingourcameraintotheairlikethat?!”roared

YulisaassherushedovertoGeraldbeforepushinghiminherrage.

Ofcourse,theothergirlswereequallyasangryasshewas.Afterall,thiswassupposedtobeahappy

occasionandtheywereallreadytohavetheirphotographstakentocommemoratetheeventaswell!

Anyonewouldgetdispleasedwithsomethingasunexpectedasthishappening.

“Whilehecertainlylookslikehewon’teverbeabletoachieveanythinginhislife,he’scertainlyaproat

ruiningthings!Seriouslythough,Yulisa!How’dyouevenmanagetofindsomeonelikethistotakeour

picture?!”growledoneofthegirlsasallofthemtookturnsglaringatGerald.
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Whateverthecasewas,Yulisalookedlikeshewasreadytoburstintotearsatanysecond.

Seeingthat,thelong-hairedgirlpushedherhairbehindherearsbeforepickingthecameraupand

checkingforanybrokenparts.Afterawhile,shesaid,“…Idon’treallythinkthatthecamerais

damaged…Afterabrieflookatit,Irememberthatthiskindofcamerahasaprotectivelayeraround

eachofitscomponents…Evenso,we’llprobablystillneedtoforkoutatleastonetotwothousand

dollarssincethecameralenslooksslightlycrackedduetothefallearlier!”



“Humph!YouhavenoideahowangryIamrightnow!OfallthepeopleIcould’vebumpedintoand

askedforhelp,ithadtobehim!Ifitwasanyoneelse,wecould’vehadourpicturestakenagesago!Oh,

whyonearthamIsounlucky…?”grumbledYulisawhowasnowbeyondannoyedandangry.

“HowmuchdoIoweyou?I’llcompensate!”repliedGeraldimmediately.

“Hah!You?Paymeseventhousandandsixhundreddollars,thenwe’llbeeven!”snortedYulisa.

“You’reaskinghimforthatmuch…?We’dbeluckyifhe’sevenabletofessupthreehundreddollars!

Howtrulyunluckyweare…!”sighedtheothergirls.

“I’llpayyouthatexactamount!”saidGeraldasheslidhishandintohispockettoretrievehiscellphone

sothathecouldimmediatelytransferthemoneyover.Thesecondhedidso,however,heinstantlyfelt

bothawkwardandembarrassed.Afterfeelingaroundinallhispockets,herealizedthathiscellphone

wasn’tonhim!

Thinkingwherehecould’vemisplacedit,hequicklyrememberedthathehadlefthiscellphoneinhis

carearliersincehehadbeenabittooeagertolecturethatgroupofmoney-worshipingteenagers!

Theonlymoneyhehadonhimnowwasapparentlyahundredandtwentydollars!Afterall,hehadn’t

hadtheneedtousephysicalmoneyforthelongesttime.

“…Hah!Forasecondthere,youalmostmademefeellikeyouwerecapableenoughtopayforthe

damage!”
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Yulisa’stonewasbeyondcontemptuousasshesaidthat.

“…Regardless,let’sjustforgetabouttakingthepicturesfornowandfocusmoreonthecameraissue



first…Oncewe’redone,wecangoeatoutatDominoesorsomething…”saidthelong-hairedgirlasshe

shookherhead.

“What?Wecan’tjustlethimoffjustlikethat!Wehavetomakesurehepaysusforallthatdamage!”

repliedYulisa,clearlyunwillingtoletGeraldoffthateasily.

“Justforgetitalready!”saidthelong-hairedgirlinaratherawkwardtoneasshewatchedasmoreand

morepeoplebeganexcitedlygatheringaroundthemtoseewhatthecommotionwasabout.

Asshecontinuedtryingtopullherfriendsawayfromhim,Geraldquicklyturnedtolookatthelong-

hairedgirlbeforesaying,“Holdon!Could…Couldyougivemeyourcontactinformation?Istillneedto

transferthemoneyovertoyoulater,youknow?”

Hearingthat,Yulisaandherfriendsinstantlybecamedumbfounded.F*ckinghell!Tothinkthatafter

droppingtheircamera,hestillhadtheaudacitytoaskforNoelle’sphonenumber!Tothinkthatsucha

personevenexisted!

Fromwhateveryonecouldnowtell,GeraldhadonlydroppedthecameraforachancetogetNoelle’s

contactinformation!Wasitbecauseshewasmorebeautifulthantheywere?Thethoughtofitonly

servedtofurtherfueltheangerandcontemptthegirlshadtowardGerald!

Noelleherselftrulywantedtojustleavealready.Notonlydidshenotwanttocontinuegetting

entangledinthesituationanyfurther,thefactthatsomanypeoplewerecurrentlylookingatthem

simplymadeheruncomfortable.

“Hah!Brother,IhopeyouknowthatNoelle’sthemostbeautifulgirlinourdepartment!Don’tyouknow



howmanyrichandyoungheirshavealreadyattemptedtopursueandconfesstheirlovetoher?To

thinkthatyou’dactuallydaretoaskforherphonenumber!”

“Indeed!Whileyoumayhavehadtheslimmestchancetodosoifyouhadmanagedtoproperlytakeour

photographearlier,youmanagedtomessthatupgreatlyaswell!Hopeyouregretyourownactions

now!”
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AsseveraloftheonlookerscontinuedputtingGeralddown,Geraldsimplyshookhisheadwithawry

smileonhisface,ignoringtheirmockeryforthemostpart.

Inhismind,hewaswonderingiftheattractionbetweenyinandyanghadinterferedandaffectedthe

balanceinhisheartagain.Afterall,thesamethinghadhappenedbackwhenhehadfirstmetCundriein

LugawCity.

GeraldhadendedupmakingahugeblunderuponhisandCundrie’sfirstmeetingduetohimbeing

unabletoproperlycontrolhisownemotions.Somewhatsimilartothepreviousevent,hehadmade

anothermistakeuponcomingacrossNoelle—whohadastrongyinphysique—thoughthistimehe

endedupbreakingthepony-tailedgirl’scamerainstead.

Whatmore,hehadevenattemptedtorushthingsbyimmediatelyaskingforNoelle’sphonenumber

eventhoughtheonewhohadrentedthecamerawasthegirlwiththeponytail!Hewasclearlytoo

impatientandanyonewouldfindthatsortofbehaviorannoying!

Despitethemisunderstanding,however,Geraldwasstillquitehappywiththeturnofevents.Afterall,

hehadfinallymanagedtofindthepersonwiththestrongyinphysique.Thatmeantthathewouldbe

abletofindtheZircobsitestonesoon!

Eventhoughthemiddleofthemonthwascomingsoon,therewasstillachancethathewasgoingtobe



abletomakeit!Allhiseffortshadn’tbeeninvain!

Snappingoutofit,GeraldturnedtolookatNoelleandtheothers—whowerecurrentlystillwalking

awayfromthescene—andinstantlybegantailingthem.

ThoughNoelleandherroommateswereonlyintheirfreshmanyear,theyhadalreadyencounteredall

sortsofboys.Noelle,inparticular,hadhadtodealwithendlessguystryingtopursueher.Duetohaving

todeclinetheadvancesofthosefromherveryownclasstoseniorsfromherdepartment,Noellefound

herselfgrowingeasilyfrustratedbyguysattemptingtowooher.
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Withthatinmind,notoncehadsheagreedtoanyone’sattemptstobeherboyfriend,andGerald’sfate

wassurelygoingtobenodifferentfromalltheothersshehadrejected.Afterall,hecouldn’tevenget

somethingthatsimpledoneright!Itwastrulyannoying.

Shakingthethoughtoff,Noelleandherfriendsquicklydealtwiththeissueontheirown,withNoelle

usingherownmoneytocompensateforthedamages.

Followingthat,thegroupofgirlsheadedovertoDominoestograbaquickbite.Whiletheywereatit,

theywerealsohopingtolookforsomeonealittlemorecapabletohelptakepicturesofthemnearthe

mountainousarearightoutsidetheircampus.

Atthatmoment,Geraldrevealedthathehadbeenfollowingthemforawhilenow.Afterall,hetruly

wishedtosincerelyexpresshisapologies.Whiledoingso,healsohopedthathewouldbeabletoclear

theseriousmisunderstandinghehadwiththem.Hereallywasn’tthekindofpersontheywereprobably

imagininghimtobe,afterall.

Uponseeinghim,thegirlswereutterlyflabbergastedastheysaid,“It’shimagain!Howannoyingcanhe

get?!”

Afterallthathadhappened,itwascompletelyreasonableforthegirlsnottohaveagoodimpressionof



Geraldintheleast.Justashewasabouttobitethebulletandattempttoexplainhimself,anexplosive

soundcouldsuddenlybeheard!

Allofasudden,pinkflowerpetalsbeganfallingfromtherestaurant’sceiling,thesuddenromantic

atmosphereshockingeveryonewhowaseatingthere!Secondslater,ahandsome-lookingboydressed

inasuitbeganwalkingintotherestaurant,abouquetofrosesinhand.

WalkingpastGerald,hethenstoodbeforeNoellebeforekneelingononekneeandholdingoutthe

bouquetofflowersforhertotake.

“Doyoulikeit,Noelle?It’sasurpriseIpreparedforyou!”saidtheboy.

Itwasaromanticconfession!
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“Holy!It’sPreston!”squealedseveralofthegirlseatingthere,clearlystunnedbythesuddenromantic

turnofevents.

Mostgirlscouldonlydreamtobesurprisedsoromantically,sotherewasnowaythattheyweregoing

tobeabletoremaincalmnowthatsuchasituationwashappeningrightbeforetheirveryeyes.

Whatmore,thepersonconfessingwasevenkneelingononelegwhileholdingoutabouquetofrosesin

hishand!Nomatterhowfrigidagirl’sheartwas,anygirlwouldfindthemselvesmeltinginsheerdelight

afterbeingconfessedtolikethis!

Girlsjusthadageneraltendencytopreferguyswhodidsuchpleasantlysurprisingthings.



Regardless,withsuchasceneactuallybeingplayedoutbeforetheothergirlsnow,envyandslight

hatredweretheonlyemotionscurrentlyreflectedintheireyes.Whilethesameemotionsranthrough

YulisaandtherestofNoelle’sfriends,theyweresimultaneouslyexcitedforher,andtheyquickly

steppedasidetogivePrestonandhersomeroom.Whiledoingso,theyalsofishedtheircellphonesout

tobeginfilmingthisextremelyromanticscene.

Nowleftsittingaloneatthetable,Noellecouldonlyblushwithslightdiscomfortasshetuckedherhair

behindherears.Inashytone,shethenasked,“Whatonearthdoyouthinkyou’redoing,Preston…?”

“Youshouldverywellunderstandwhatmyintentionsare,Noelle…PleaseunderstandthatI’vealready

likedyouforthelongesttime,andIswearthatI’lltakegoodcareofyoufortherestofmylifeifyou

agreetobewithme!Withthatsaid…Pleasebemygirlfriend!”repliedPrestoninaserioustone.

“Holy!Goon,accepthim!”

“Accepthim!Accepthim!”

Afterhearingsuchaseriousproposal,therewasnowaythattheaudiencewasgoingtoremainsilent.

Uponhearingtheaudiences’chants,asmuglookinstantlyformedonPreston’sface.
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However,Noelleclearlydidn’tlooklikesheappreciatedanyofthis.Asshefeltherfacegethotterand

hotter,shesuddenlystoodupbeforesaying,“I’vealreadytoldyouthatIhavenointentionsofgetting

intoarelationshipatthemoment!”

Followingthat,shegrabbedherbagbeforeturningaroundtoleave!



Clearlynotexpectinghertojustleavelikethat,theembarrassedPrestonimmediatelycalledout,“Wait!

Noelle!”

Noelle,however,didn’tstopwalking.Nowthathehadfailed,thepetalsonthegroundalmostseemed

liketheyweremockinghim,andPrestonendeduptossinghisbouquetofrosestothegroundinanger.

AsheimmediatelybeganchasingafterNoelle—withslightreluctance—Yulisaandtheothersexcitedly

followedafterthem,hopingtowitnesswhatwouldhappennext.

WhenYulisapassedbyGerald,however,shemadesuretopurposelypushhimtothesidewith

contemptassheshouted,“Moveaside!”

Forsomereason,allthegirlssimplyassumedthatNoellewould’vealreadyagreedtoPreston’sproposal

andbecomehisgirlfriendifGeraldhadn’tcausedhertobeinabadmoodearlier!

“Can’tyouseehowmanypeoplearetryingtopursueNoelle?DespitePrestonbeingsucharichand

excellentyoungman,Noellestilldidn’tagreetobehisgirlfriend!Withthatinmind,whyissomeonelike

youevenstillcourageousenoughtoaskforherphonenumber?Justgetlostalready!”scowledanother

oneofNoelle’sfriends—ratherunceremoniously—assheglaredathimbeforeimmediatelyrunningoff

withtheothergirls.
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Withallthathadjusthappened,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutletoutadeepinternalsigh.Asifheeverhad

anyintentionsofpursuingNoelle!Hejustwantedtobefriendhersothathewouldbeabletogetherto

willinglyhandhimadropofherblood!Whateverthecasewas,thingswerenowdefinitelygettingabit

toocomplicatedthanhewould’veliked.

Withthatinmind,hewasnowratherhesitantonwhethernowwastherighttimetocontinuecatching

uptoandpesteringher.



AsGeraldponderedhisdilemma,threepeoplesimplysippedontheirCokeastheycontinuedlookingat

him.Theyhadbeencalmlyspectatingthisentiresceneforawhilenow.

“Heyboss,didyouseethat?ThoughthatkidlookedlikehewasinterestedinpursuingthatNoellegirl,I

guesshewasjustonesteptooslowfromthatPrestonkid!Lookslikehe’sthoroughlyregrettingitnow!”

saidoneofthemenwithachuckle.

“Hah!Ijustcan’thelpbutgetmadwhenIseesuchwimpyguys,youknow?Ireallyfeellikebeatinghim

upnow!Onehastobeboldandshamelesswhenpursuingagirl,youknow?Ifhewas,thenhe’d

definitelyhavebeenabletogetanygirlhewanted!”scoffedanotherofthethreemen.

“Sinceyou’resayingthat,whydon’tyouheadoverthereandteachthatkidathingortwothen,Zacky?I

heardyouwerequiteanexperiencedloveryourselfbackinuniversity!”repliedwhatseemedtobethe

bossofthatgroupashepattedZackyontheshoulder.Whilehedidso,however,hecontinuedstaringat

Geraldwithasomewhatoddgaze.

“Hah!Withmytricks,he’llbeabletogetthatgirleasy!Let’sbettenmealsonwhetherwhatIsaidends

upbecomingtrueornot!”saidZacky.

“Icallbullsh*t!Whateverthecaseis,dobecareful.Withhisheartjustfreshlybroken,hemayattempt

tobeatyouup,youknow?Ofcourse,ifhedoesagreetoletyouteachhimandheendsupgettingthat

girl,thosetenmealswillbeonme!”addedthefirstmanwhohadspokenwithachuckle.
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“Hah!IfhereallyintendstobeatmeupthenI’dgladlyallowhimtomakethefirstblow!”sneeredZacky

ashegotupandbeganwalkingtowardGerald.

Geraldhimselfhadjustmadeuphismindthatwhateverhisnextcourseofactionwas,hestillneededto

findNoellefirst.

Beforehecouldleave,however,hesuddenlyheardsomeonecallingout,“Hey,kid!Holdonaminute!”

Sensingthatafirmhandwasattemptingtograbontohisshoulder—beforehecouldeventurntosee

whowascallinghim—Gerald’sbodyinstinctivelywentonthedefensive.

WithZacky’shandinchesawayfromhisshoulder,Geraldtiltedhisshoulderslightly,causingarebound

inenergythatimmediatelysentZackyflyingbackward!

ItwasonlyafterknockingoveratleastadozentablesandchairsthatZackyfinallycametoahalt!

“F*ck!”shoutedZacky,feelingasthoughhehadjustsufferedamassivedefeatasheclungontohisnow-

numbarm.

Eventhebossandtheothermanhadalreadystoodupbythispoint,bothhavingbitterexpressionson

theirfacesastheireyelidstwitchedrapidly.TheywerebothwellawareofhowstrongZackywas,and

underregularcircumstances,nonormalmancouldeverhopetodefeathim!Withthatinmind,that

broken-heartedkidwasterrifyinglypowerful!

“Stoprightthere,kid!Youcan’tjustwalkawayafterhittingsomeone!”shoutedthetwomenasthey



instantlybeganapproachingGerald,intentongrabbinghim.
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Seeingthat,GeraldsimplytossedthemenoutoftheDominoeswithbarelyanytrouble.

“Areyouguysreallythatfree?”saidGeraldcoldlyasheinstantlybeganleavingwithouteventurningto

lookatthetwoconfusedmenwhowerenowlyingonthestreet.

“…M-Mr.Crawford…?”mutteredthebossinastonishmentaftercatchingaglimpseofGerald’sface

whilehewasbeingthrownout.Stillfrozeninshock,thebossthenwatchedasGeraldstoppedwalking

forward.

Uponhearingthatfamiliarvoice,Gerald’sbodyinstantlybeganquiveringasheturnedaroundtoseeifit

trulywashim.Uponseeingwhatthebosslookedlike,theindifferentexpressiononGerald’sface

immediatelyturnedintodelightashesmiledwhileshoutingexcitedly,“Aiden?Aiden,isthatreally

you?”

“Mr.Crawford…Soitreallyisyou!”shoutedAideninreturnasheimmediatelygottohisfeetinhis

excitement.

ThepersonstandingbeforeGeraldnow,wasnoneotherthanAidenwhohadpreviouslyjoinedthearmy.

Pleasantlysurprisedtoseehisoldfriendhere,Geraldthenreplied,“It’sbeenagessincewe’velastmet,

Aiden!”

Withthat,bothofthemquicklyranovertoeachotherinembrace.Sinceithadbeenagoodtwoyears

sincetheyhadlastmet,Aidenwasalreadycryinginhisexcitement.



Asitturnedout,afterAidenhadenlistedinthearmytoserveasasoldierbackwhenJettwasstill

wreakinghavocinMayberry,hehadmadegreatprogressinthearmysinceAidenwasalreadyaperson

withagoodfoundationinthefirstplace.
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Oncehisrecruitmentcompanyended,Aidenhadjoinedaspecialcompanytofurtherhistraining.He

wasnowinMayberrysincehehadbeenentrustedwithcertaintasks.

Aftercompletingsomeofthetasks,heandhismenhadcomeovertoMayberryUniversitytograb

somethingtoeatbeforecontinuingonwiththeirwork,whicheventuallyledtothecurrentscene.

“IstillrememberthemassivechangesMayberryhadundergonethemomentyouwentmissing…

Regardless,Ionlyreturnedabouttwodaysago.Aftercatchinguponsomethings,Ihadinitiallyplanned

tocontactMr.Lyletoaskhimwhereyouwere.Alas,Ifoundoutthatatthetime,Mr.Lylehadgoneona

businesstriptoLugawCity!”explainedAidenonceallfourofthemwereseatedinthatDominoesagain.

WhilelisteningtoAidentalk,Geraldnoticedhowmuchtannerandmuscularhewasnow.Infact,Aiden

wasalsomuchmorematureandstablenow,unliketheyoungandrecklessAidenheusedtoknow.

Whatmore,Aidenseemedtobequiteacapablebossaswellnow!ItmadeGeraldhappytoseehis

youngerbrotherallmaturedandgrownup.

Naturally,theyhadmuchtotalkabout,andafteralongchat,AidenturnedtolookatGeraldbefore

saying,“Still,tothinkthatyouaren’tloyaltousatall,brother!Afterall,despiteyoudoingwellandall,

youdidn’tevenbotherinformingusofyourcurrentsituationthemomentyoumadeitbacksafelyto

Mayberry!Instead,youjustwentofftoMayberryUniversitytopursuesomegirl!”
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“NowAiden,youknowmewellenoughtoknowthatI’mnotthekindofpersonwhoenjoyschasing

aftergirlsinthefirstplace!I’monlydoingwhatIdidsinceIneedthatgirltohelpmewithsomething!”

repliedGeraldasheshookhishead,awrysmileonhisface.



Geraldchosenottogointodetail—aboutthefactthatheneededinvigoratingbloodfromafemalewith

astrongyinphysique—sincehedidn’twantAidentoworryabouthim.

SincebothAidenandYoelhadalreadyhelpedhimalotinthepast,nowthattheycouldfinallyaffordto

haveastablelife,Geralddidn’twanttodragthemintohisownproblematicsituationsagain.Explaining

thingsinonlythemostgeneralsensewasanactivechoiceonGerald’spart.

“Hahaha!Isee,Isee…Wellifthat’sthecase,consideryourselfluckytohavebumpedintome!Afterall,

ifyoudidn’talreadyknow,I’manexpertatpursuinggirls!”saidAidenwithalaugh.

“AsI’vesaid,I’mnottryingtopursueher…I’msimplytryingtogethertohelpmedosomething

willingly!”mumbledGeraldinasoftenedtone.

“Igetit,Igetit…Well,thatsoundssimilartotryingtopursueheranyway!”

“…Regardless,IdoagreethatI’mluckytohavebumpedintoyoutoday,Aiden!Afterall,Iknowthatyou

alwayshaveallsortsoftricksreadyupyoursleeves!SinceI’mrunningoutoftime,Ireallyneedyouto

helpmefigurethissituationout!Tothinkthatshe’salreadyhadsuchamajormisunderstandingwith

mebeforeIcouldevenmakeapropermove…Itrulyhavenoideahowtoproceedfromhere!”said

Gerald.

Thoughhewasstrong,Geraldstillhadhisownshortcomings.Forone,hereallywasn’tgoodatpicking

upgirls.



Afterall,hewasbothanhonestandinferiorstudentbackwhenhewasstillinuniversity.Infact,hewas

soinexperiencedwithgirlsthathewouldimmediatelybeginblushingwhenhecamefacetofacewith

onebackthen!
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AsforXavia,itwasthroughsheercoincidencethathewasevenabletobetogetherwithherinthefirst

place.

Withthatinmind,itwasanexceptionallydifficultfeatforGeraldtoevenattempttoearnNoelle’strust

withouttheproperfoundations.

“Noproblematall,brother!Butbeforethat…I’mcurrentlybusywithaproblemofmyownaswell.You

see,theonlytaskIhaveleftinvolvescapturingsomeonewho’sasslipperyasaneel!Nomatterhow

manytimesI’vehuntedhimdown,hekeepsmanagingtoescapemygrasp!We’restillsearchingforhim

now,butoncewemanagetolocatehim,we’replanningtobesiegeandcapturehiminMayberryCity!”

explainedAidenwithasigh.

SinceAidenhadalwaysbeenextremelysinceretowardGerald,Geralddidn’tdoubthisclaimsatall.

Whatmore,GeraldnowunderstoodthatAidenwasonlylookingsoexhaustedduetohimhavingto

chasethatthiefaround.

Withthatinmind,Geraldsimplysmiledbeforesaying,“Ithoughtyourskillswerealreadyprettygood

earlier!Isthethieftrulythatcapable?How’shemanagedtokeepescapingrightunderyournoses?”

UponhearingwhatGeraldsaid,Aideninstantlyfelthisfacegored.Skillful?Hewasn’tevenabletoland

asinglehitonGeraldearlier!

“…Well,thatmanishonestlymoreofabeastthananactualman…Afterall,he’sarapist!He’salready

beeninvolvedinmanycases,andweweretransferredovertohelpsincetheinitialpeopleonhiscase



werelackinginmanpowertohunthimdown!WhileIsaidthatwewerestilltryingtofindhim,locating

himisn’teventhelargestissue.Theproblemliesinsuccessfullycapturinghim!Ourcurrentplanistoset

upatrapforhiminhopesthathe’llwalkrightintoit!”

“Verywell.Aslongasyouguyscanlockontohim,youcanjustleavethemattertome.I’llhelpyou

capturehimonceandforall!”repliedGeraldwithasmile.

JoinTelegramGroupForchitChatandFastupdate

“…What?Areyouserious,brother?”askedAideninsurprise.

“Well,capturingacriminalisalsopartofmyduty.Withthatinmind,I’mmorethanwillingtohelpyou

takedownsuchscum!”

ThesecondGerald’ssentenceended,Aiden’sintercomsuddenlybeganbeeping.Withthepushofa

button,amessagebeganplayingontheotherendoftheintercom.

“Groupone!Groupone!We’velocatedMaverickWakins!He’scurrentlydrivingastolencaronthemain

roadofMayberryCity’sYonderStreetafterkidnappingtwogirls!Fromthelooksofit,he’sheaded

towardSouthStreetthisverymoment!Yourteamhasbeenorderedbythehigherauthoritiestohead

thereimmediatelytoprovidesupport!Replyifyou’veheardthemessage!”

“Rogerthat!Received!”repliedAidenasheandhismenquicklystoodup.

“We’vefoundhim,brother!”

“Nice!Let’sgothen!”

SinceGeraldalreadyknewthatNoellecouldbefoundoncampus,hewasn’tallthatworriedabout

locatingheragain.Whatmore,hetrulyneededAiden’shelptoseekNoelle’sforgivenessinhopethat



shewouldeventuallybewillingtoofferhimsomeofherinvigoratingblood!

Ofcourse,evenifhedidn’trequireAiden’shelp,Geraldwould’vestillhelpedhimintheend.Afterall,

Geraldwasthekindofpersonwhowouldn’thesitatetodohispartandofferhisbrotherahelpinghand

uponrealizingthathewasfacingdifficulties.

Regardless,thiswashowtheirplanwouldgo…1224

TheircurrentgoalwastogetthethieftoheadtoSouthStreet.Oncehewasthere,theywouldforcehim

intothetrapandcapturehimassoonaspossible.

Withthatinmind,Aidenquicklydrovethereandwithinfiveminutes,theyarrivedatthestreet.

Uponarrivingatthescene,GeraldsawthattheywereonlyfivepersonnelwaitingforthethiefonSouth

Street.Aidentrulywasn’tkiddingwhenhesaidthattheirmanpowerwasscarce.

“How’sthesituation?”askedAidenthesecondhecamecloseenoughtothegroupthatwasalready

there.

“Asstatedearlier,we’vealreadylockedontoMaverickandhe’sgoingtobearrivingatSouthStreetany

secondnow.We’llbetryingtostophimfromadvancinganyfurtherhere.Speakingofwhich,whyare

thereonlythreeofyou?Didn’tyousaythatyoumanagedtogetmorecapablehands?”askedtheleader

oftheotherteamwhowasarathertallwoman.

Hearingthat,Geraldinstantlysteppedoutofthecar.Hehadremainedseatedinsideearliersincehewas

busyobservingthesurroundingterrain.Afterall,ifhewasgoingtostoptherapist,thenhefirstneeded

tochecktheareaforanypossibleescaperoutesthatthecriminalcoulduse.



WhileGeraldalreadyhadexcellentskills,abilities,andconfidence,hewasbeingextracarefulsince

Aidenhadalreadymentionedthatthecriminalwasanextremelycunningperson.

Addingthattothefactthathewasalsodoingthistohelpaclosefriend,Geraldwantedtobeascareful

andmeticulousashepossiblycould.AnotherreasonhewasbeingthiscarefulbecauseGeraldwaswell

awarethathecouldn’tusehisinnerstrengthyet.Ifonlyhecould,thenhewould’veeasilysubduedthe

rapistwithoutmuchissue,evenifthecriminalhadmanagedtorunafewkilometersaway!

Regardless,hehadfinishedscanningtheareaanyway,whichwaswhyGeraldwasn’thesitantabout

steppingoutnow.
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However,themomentherevealedhimself,thewoman—whowasstandingbesideAiden—instantlysaid

inasurprisedtone,“…Gerald?Whatareyoudoinghere?”

Uponhearingthatname,anotheryoungmanfromherteamcamerunningtowardherside,ahintof

jealousyinhiseyes.

‘…MaiaandWarren…?Whataretheodds?’Geraldthoughttohimself,abittersmileonhisface.Ittruly

wasasmallworld.

Fromwhathecouldremember,thelasthehadmetbothofthemwasaboutayearandahalfagowhen

hewasstillpretendingtobeSandersoninordertotakedowntheSchuylers.Atthetime,Maiaand

WarrenhadbeentheretoinvestigateallthecrimestheSchuylershaddonethroughouttheyears.

Whilehehadburneddownthemanoraftersavingthem,Geraldhadmadesuretoleavebehindseveral

piecesofevidencedetailingthefamily’scrimesforMaia.Asaresult,Maiatookfullcreditforsolvingthe



incident.HewasevenkindenoughtoleaveapersonalnoteforMaia,statingthathewassimplyoffering

ahelpinghandtohisoldclassmate.

Regardless,aftergoingtheirseparateways,Geraldhadn’tkepttabswithhowMaiawasdoinguptillthis

veryday.TothinkthatshehadalreadyreturnedtoMayberryforsometime.Whatmore,fromthelooks

ofit,sheseemedtohavebeenpromotedaswell!

Ofcourse,thatnaturallymeantthatthemanwithjealousyinhiseyeswasnoneotherthanWarren.

BothofthemwerewellawareofwhoGeraldwas,andWarreninparticularfeltlikehehadjustreceived

atightslapacrosshisfacejustfromseeingGeraldagain.Inaway,forWarren,seeingGeraldsimply

causedhimtofeellikeachildwhowasbeingexposedtosomethingtraumatic.
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“It’strulybeenalongtimesinceI’velastmetyou,Gerald.Ionlyheardaboutwhathappenedtoyou

uponreturningtoMayberryCity.FromwhatIwastold,youbrokeofffromyourfamilyandwentmissing

shortlyafter!Colormesurprisedtoseeyouinonepiecenow!”saidMaiaasshelookedathimin

surprise.

However,shequicklyreturnedtohersnobbishattitude.Afterall,shewasnolongershockedaboutthe

factthatGeraldwasactuallyrichnow.Withthatinmind,shethenaskedinatonethatsuggestedthat

shewassuperior,“So,whatareyouworkingonnow?”

“I’mnotworking.IsimplyreturnedsinceIhavesomethingtodo.I’malsoheretohelpAiden!”replied

Geraldwithawrysmileonhisface.

“…Help?”saidMaiaandWarrensimultaneously,thistimetrulycaughtoffguard.



WithbothofthemsimultaneouslyturningtolookatAiden,Maiathenasked,“He…He’sthehelpthat

youinvitedover…?”
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“That’sright!”repliedAidenratherproudly.

SincetheGeraldheonceknewbarelyhadanyfightingcapabilities,Aidenhaddefinitelybeencaughtby

surprisebyhowcapableandimpressiveGeraldnowwas.Regardless,afterwitnessingGerald’strue

strengthwithhisveryowneyes,AidenwascertainthatwithGerald’shelp,theywouldsurelybeableto

capturetherapisteasily.

IfAidenwasgoingtobecompletelyhonest,eventhemostlegendaryoffightersinthemilitarydistrict

weren’tworthyenoughtobeGerald’sopponentsatall.

“…Soitreallyishim…?”saidMaiaasbothsheandWarrentookturnsshakingtheirheads,wrysmileson

theirfaces.

“IsteamAidenreallypullingourlegnow?Whileit’struethatGeraldhasaprominentbackgroundand

hewasquiteaformidablefigureinMayberryCitybackthen,Ihopeyourealizethatwe’recurrently

dealingwiththeverycunningandcapableMaverick!Asarichheiryourself,I’msureyou’vehadagood

historywithGerald,butareyouseriouslyexpectingmetobelievethatthehelperyouinvitedheretoday

isGerald?”addedMaia,soundingincrediblyunconvinced.

FromhowexcitedAiden’stonehadbeenwhenhewasonthecallearlier,Maiahadassumedthathehad

managedtoinviteoneofthelegendarypeoplefromthearmytohelpthemwiththecase!Toher

astonishment,thepersonhewasactuallytalkingaboutwasGerald!



“Iassureyou,teamMaia,thataslongasmyBrotherGeraldishere,Maverickwon’tstandachanceof

escapingtoday!”repliedAiden.

Assoonashissentenceended,theintercomssuddenlyblaredtolifeatthesametime.

“Thetargetisswiftlyapproaching!Intercepthim,quick!Over!”
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“Rogerthat!”

Theothershadalreadybeenpreparedforthis,andseveralofthem—whowerecarryingloaded

firearms—immediatelybegansettingupthetrap!

Atthatmoment,Maiahadanextremelyseriouslookonherface.MomentarilyturningtolookatGerald,

shethenshookherheadbeforesaying,“I’llhaveyouknowthatthemurdererthistimeisextremely

cruelandruthless.You’dbestkeepyourdistancefromhim!”

Withthatsaid,sheimmediatelybeganleadinghergrouptoSouthStreet.

Geraldhimselfturnedtolookatthehighway.Maialookingdownonhimdidn’treallymakehimfeel

anything.Heropiniononhimdidn’treallymattertoGeraldanyway.Whatwasimportantwasthathe

washeretodaybecausehewantedtohelphisbrotherout.

Soonenough,GeraldspottedaPassatthatwasbeingdrivenwildlydownthehighway.Severalothercars



seemedtobechasingafteritaswell.

DespitehowwildlythePassatwasbeingdriven,Geraldcouldtellfromaglancethatthedriverwasan

expertathiscraft.Gerald’sassumptionwasprovenwhenthecriminaleasilygotridofthecarsthatwere

chasingafterhimwithhisexcellentdrivingskills.

Nowmomentarilyfreefromhavingtodealwiththeothercars,thePassatcontinueddrivingrapidly

towardSouthStreet.
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SouthStreetitselfwasalowareawithmountainsonbothsidesoftheroad.Itwasalsoanareathat

didn’tusuallyhavemuchgoingon.AslongastheywereabletosubdueMaverickhere,thenhe’d

definitelybecapturedthistime.

AsMaverickdroveclosertotheroadblocksthathadbeensetup,bothMaiaandWarrencouldn’thelp

butholdtheirbreathsintheiranxiety.

Naturally,Maverickwasabletoseetheroadblocksamileaway.However,hecouldn’treallyreversethe

carsincethereweresoldierschasingafterhimfromtheback.

“D*mnitall!Whatabother!”cursedMaverickashefiguredthattheonlywayhewasgoingtoescape

capturewasbyattemptingtobruteforcehiswaythroughtheroadblocks.

Uponhearinghisvoice,oneofthetwobeautifulgirlsinthecar—whowascryingsincebothsheandher

friendhadtheirarmsandlegstiedup—fearfullycriedout,“P-please,justletusgo!Ibegofyou!”

Asshewaspleading,abumpontheroadcausedthecamerashewasholdingontotofalltothecar’s

floor.



“Shutthehellup!You’rebeingreallyannoying,youknow?SayonemorewordandI’mkillingyouright

thisinstant!”roaredMaverick.

Maverickhimselflookedtobeinhisthirties,andhisscare-filledfacelookedevenmorehideousand

viciouswheneverhespoke.

Themomenttheyheardthat,thegirlsimmediatelyzippedtheirmouthsshut.

Seeingthattheywerefinallyquietagain,Maverickreturnedhisgazeontotheroadahead.Awrysmile

onhisface,Maverickthenlaughedbeforesaying,“It’sjustaroadblock!Allofyoumustbedreamingif

youthinkthatthat’llstopme!”

Withthat,Maverickbeganhittingontheaccelerator,drivingstraightfortheroadblock…However,at

theverylastsecond,heswervedhissteeringwheeltotheleft,causingthecartoslightlydriveupthe

mountainousslope!

Withanothersharpturnofhissteeringwheel,anear-piercingsoundfromthefriction—causedbythe

car’swheels—causedthecartomomentarilysoarintheair…

Beforelandingagainrightatoptheroadbehindtheroadblocks!Hittingtheacceleratoroncemore,

Maverickthencontinuedspeedingdownsouth!

WarrenandMaiawereleftcompletelydumbfoundedbyallthis.Wasthemaneuverhehadjustpulled

offevenpossible?Abetterquestionyet,washeactuallygoingtobeabletoescapeagainevenafter

beingcorneredlikethat?

AshecontinuedlookingatMaverick,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutsmile.Thingswerestartingtogetalittle

interestingnow.
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Seeingthattherewasamotorcyclenearby,Geraldquicklyshouted,“Lendmethatmotorcyclefora

moment,Aiden!”

Hearingthat,theoneholdingthekeystosseditatGerald.Afterexpertlycatchingit,Geraldquicklyslid

thekeyintothemotorcyclebeforesteppingonthegasanddrivingafterthecarasswiftlyasanarrow!

WatchinghimgoafterMaverickwithouttheslightesthesitation,Maiaandtheothersquicklysnapped

outofit.Aftermakingsomerapidadjustments,theybegantheirsecondphaseoftheplanby

hurriedly—andratherreluctantly—chasingafterbothGeraldandMaverick.

NoticingGerald—whowascurrentlyonamotorcyclethatwassandwichedbetweenMaverick’scarand

theotherswhoweretryingtoarresthim—slowlygettingcloserandclosertohimthroughthecar’srear-

viewmirror,Maverickcouldn’thelpbutcurse,“D*mnit!Hisridingskillsareprettygood!”

Eventhetwogirlsinthecarwidenedtheireyesinshockwhentheyrealizedwhowashotontheir

kidnapper’stail.

“I-it’shim!Noelle,that’stheguywhobrokeourcamera!”shoutedoneofthegirlsasshegulped.

Ifitwasn’talreadyevident,thetwokidnappedgirlswerenoneotherthantheunluckyYulisaandNoelle.

Itwassupposedtobeahappyday!Adaywheretheyweresupposedtotakegroupphotoswiththeir

classmatesincommemorationoftheendoftheirfreshmanyear!However,everythingstartedgoing

wrongwhentheguy—whowascurrentlyridingthemotorcycleoutside—brokethecameratheyhad



rented!Asaresult,Noellehadtoforkoutherownmoneyjusttofixit!

Asifthatwasn’talreadybadenough,boththatguyandPrestonfurtherruinedNoelle’smoodwhilethey

wereeatingatDominoesthatafternoon!AftereventuallymanagingtogetridofPreston,thegroupof

girlsthenheadedovertoNorthLanetotakesomepictures.
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Totheirutterdismay,theyencounteredMaverickthere!ThefugitivethencapturedbothNoelleand

Yulisawithoutevengivingareasonwhy!

Withhisgreatstrength,Maverickthenquicklyrobbedapersonoftheircar!Afterforcingthetwogirls

intothebackseats,Maverickthenfledthelocationuntilhereachedsomeplacefarfromwherehehad

hijackedthecar.Itwasthenwhenhehadtiedbothoftheirarmsandlegsup.

Bythatpoint,bothNoelleandYulisawereutterlyterrified.Notonlydidtheynotknowwherethe

fugitivewastakingthem,buttheturnofeventskeptremindingthemofcertainscenesinhorrormovies.

Insuchmovies,hostageslikethemwouldalwaysendupgettingmurdered!

Alreadyfrightenedtodeathbythen,thetwoofthemactivelytriednottothinkaboutthatoutcome.

Evenso,bothgirlsalreadyfeltliketheirdespairandfearcouldn’tpossiblygoanydeeper.

However,nowthatGeraldwasactuallyabletocatchuptothemonhismotorcycle,NoelleandYulisa

couldn’tdenythatseeinghimbroughtbacksomehopeintotheireyes.

“Youtryingtoplayaroundwithme,youngone?I’llhaveyouknowthatyou’restilljustarookie!”

sneeredMaverickashetookaglancetoseehowfarGeraldnowwas.



However,hequicklyfoundhimselfutterlyshockedwhenherealizedthatthemotorcycle—thatwasstill

rushingtowardthecarduetoinertia—nolongerhadarider!

“Thef*ck?!Wherethehellishe?!”
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AssoonasMaverick’ssentenceended,aloud‘thud’couldbeheardontheroofofthecar,causingthe

entirecartobobbleslightly.

Washeontopofthecar?

Lookingupatthesunroof,MaverickwasgreetedbythesightofGeraldlookingdownathimwithasmug

smileonhisface!

“You…Youb*stard!Gotohell!”shoutedMaverickashebeganswervinghissteeringwheelfromleftto

right,attemptingtotossGeraldoffthecar.However,nomatterhowmuchthecarswayed,Gerald

barelybudgedfromhisspot.Infact,heappearedtoberelaxedofallemotions!

Soonafter,however,Geraldcaughtaglimpseofakindergartennottoofarahead.Seeingthat,Gerald

knewthathecouldn’taffordtocontinueplayingaroundwithMaverickanymore.Afterall,ifanything

dangeroushappened,thelosseswouldmostcertainlyoutweighthegains.

Withthatinmind,Geraldthenlaidonhisbellyasheusedonehandtobreakthesunroofopenwhile

simultaneouslygrabbingontothedriverseat’sdoorhandle.Withasingletug,Geraldtorethedoorright

offthecarbeforetossingitaside!

“W-whatthef*ckinghell?!Whatinblazesisgoingon?!”shoutedMaverickinsheerhorror,hiseyes

widenedasstrongandcoldwindsblewdirectlyintohisnowworn-outface.



BeforeMaverickcouldevenbeginregisteringwhatthehellwashappening,Geraldhadalreadygrabbed

ontothehandbrake,—throughthenowbrokensunroof—causingthecar’stirestoscreechloudly!The

carstoppedjustintimebeforealargetree,barelyavoidingcollidingintoit!

Duetotheabruptstop,thegirlswerethrownforwardwhileMaverick’sfacewasimmediatelygreeted

bytheimpactofthecar’sairbag!

“Y-you!D-d*mnitall!You’recrazy!”yelledMaverickinhissheerterror.

Bythen,Maiaandtheothershadarrivedwherethecarwas,andallofthemhadwitnessedtheentire

sceneplayout.MaiacouldonlygulpbeforehermouthhungopenforawhileasshestaredatGeraldin

utterdisbelief.
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Withoutwitnessingitforthemselves,nobodywould’vebelievedthatallofthishadtrulytakenplace.

Afterall,nonormalpersonwouldbeabletopossesstheimmensestrengthtojustripacardooropen

withsucheasewhilebeingonanactualmovingcardrivingatsuchhighspeeds!

Whileitwastheoreticallypossibleforsomeonewithimmenseskill,strength,andbalancetodoso…It

wassimplytooabsurdtoeventhinkofsuchapersonexisting!

Maiaherselfwould’veneverimaginedthatherhighschoolclassmate—whousedtobesothinandfrail

andwasconstantlyworryingabouthowhecouldmakemoremoneytoproperlyfeedhimselfevery

day—couldactuallyendupbeingsopowerfultoday!

Thoughshehadalreadyacceptedthathewasarichyoungmasterforquitesometime,asitturnedout,

hewasalsoanextremelyskillfulpersonwhosepowerwasequivalenttoagod-liketopmaster!



Warrenwasalsoinastateofuttershockatthatmoment.Afterall,hehadbeensittingbesideMaiain

thecarearlier,whichmeantthathesaweverythingshedid.However,healsonoticedhowMaiahad

beenstaringatGeraldforawhilenow.

Inaway,Maiawasnowlookinglikeagirlwhohadneverfalleninlovebefore.Agirlwhohadbeen

longingforaherotoappearinherlifeforthelongesttime.AsfarasWarrenknew,allyounggirls

yearnedforsuchaherotostealtheirhearts.

Regardless,WarrencouldnowseeitclearlyreflectedinMaia’seyesthatherherohadfinallyarrived.

Foratime,Warrenhadassumedthathewastheheroinherheart.Afterall,hehadwontheTaekwondo

championshipinthepast!

Asitturnedout,however,thatsimplywasn’tthecase!

AsimmensejealousywassparkedinWarren’sheart,GeraldhimselfwasnowbusyliftingMaverickout

ofthecarwithonlyasinglehand.
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Anyremainingdangerhadbeensubduedandbestofall,thereweren’tevenanycasualties.

Still,allthishadtakenplacequiteclosetoakindergarten,andsinceitwasalmosttimeforthechildren

toreturnhome,severalparents—whohadbeenwaitingtopicktheirchildrenup—hadwitnessed

Gerald’samazingfeats.

Duetoalltheloudnoisesoutsideandthefactthatclasseshadendedatthatexactmoment,moreand



morepeoplebeganturninguptoobservethescene.

Becauseofthat,thepolicepresenthadnochoicebuttocordonofftheentireroad.

“Whatonearthhappenedhere…?”

“Daddy…?What’sgoingon…?”

Whilemanyofthechildrenwerenowaskingtheirparentswhathadjusthappened,evenmore

parents—whohadjustarrived—foundthemselvesitchingtoknowthedetailsaswell.

“It’sashameyoumissedit!Seethatyoungmanoverthere?He’ssuccessfullycapturedandarrestedthe

rapistwho’sbeeninvolvedwithseveralcrimesinMayberryCity!”
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“Ohgod!Youshould’veseenhiminactionearlier!HewaslikesomekindofSuperman!”

ThesecommentswerecomingfromthefewparentswhohadearlierbeenpresentwhenGeraldfinally

caughtMaverick.Stilltremblinginexcitement,theysimplyfelttheurgetoleteveryoneknowaboutthe

thrillingeventthathadjusttakenplacebeforeme.

Afewmothersevenfoundthemselvescompletelyignoringtheirchildrenastheyranovertorecord

videosofGeraldinstead.

“Superman!Superman!”chantedthechildrenwhilelookingatGerald.



“Goodjobarrestinghim!”shoutedseveraloftheparents,completelyinaweofGerald.

Simplynoddingattheparents,GeraldthentossedMaverickontotheground,promptingAidento

immediatelystepintocuffhim.

“D*mnit,d*mnit,d*mnit!HowunluckycanIgettoday?!”growledMaverickwhowasequallyas

dumbfoundedbytheturnofeventsashewasamazedbyit.Evenwhilehewasbeingpushedintothe

policecar,hecontinuedstaringatGeraldinsheerdisbeliefbeforefinallylettingoutalongsigh.

Thatguy…itwasalmostlikethelawsofphysicsdidn’tapplytohim…!

“Youdidgreattoday,brother!YouhavenoideahownervousIwaswhilewatchingyouchaseafterthat

thiefearlier!”saidAiden,lookingquiteenvious.

WarrenhimselfcouldseethatMaiawasnowactingslightlyshyandembarrassed.Itwasquiteobvious

thatshewantedtoapproachGeraldtohaveatalkwithhim.

Withthatinmind,howcouldn’thebejealous?

Aftertakinginadeepbreath,Warrenthensaid,“…Sincewe’vealreadycaughtMaverick,weshould

retreatfornow.Whydon’tyougobackintothecarfirst,Maia?”

Despitehisquestion,Maiaalmostseemedlikeshewasunabletoevenhearhimspeaking.

Instead,shebeganwalkingtowardGeraldbeforesaying,“…Did…DidyouhurtyourselfGerald…?That…

Thatwasreallydangerousjustnow,youknow?!”
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“Notatall,”repliedGeraldcasually.

ThoughMaiawantedtosaymoretoexpressherconcern,shesimplycouldn’tbringherselftosay

anythingatall.Afterall,shehadearlierlookeddownonGerald,evenclaimingthathewasgoingtogive

themmoretroublethanhelp!

Well,tobemoreprecise,shehadn’ttreatedhimseriouslyatallfromthemomenttheyhadfirstmetall

thewaybackinhighschool.EvenwhentheyhadfinallyreunitedinthebaryearslaterandafterMaia

foundoutthathewasextremelyrichbackintheSalfordProvince,neverhadshetakenhimseriouslyin

theleast.

Regardless,Maiacouldn’thelpbutfeelherheartracenowthatshewasstandingbeforethisstrange,

newGerald.Inallhonesty,shenowhadgreatadmirationandrespectforhimdeepinherheart.

GeraldhimselfbarelyfelttheneedtoshowoffinfrontofMaia.Afterall,hedidn’tneedheradmiration

orrespecttofulfillhisvanity.

Shakingthethoughtoff,Geraldsuddenlyrememberedsomething.Turningaround,hesaw—fromquite

adistanceaway—thatthetwogirlsfromearlierwerestillquiveringinthecar.

Backwhenhewasonthecar’sroof,hehadheardoneofthegirlsscreaming.Uponhearingthatfamiliar

voice,GeraldwasimmediatelyabletoguessthatMaverickmusthavekidnappedbothYulisaandNoelle!

ThefactthatGeraldcouldearlieralsofeelstrongyinenergycomingfromwithinthecarfurther

solidifiedhistheory.



Withthatinmind,hequicklyheadedovertothecar.

Thegirlsthemselveshadn’tbeenwearinganyseatbeltsearlier,so—duetothecarstoppingso

abruptly—theyhadbeenflungforward,collidingwiththebackofthefrontseats!Bothofthemwere

nevermeanttobearthisamountofimpact,soitwasnowonderwhyYulisaandNoellewerefeelinglike

theirbodiesweregoingtofallapartanysecondnow.
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BythetimeGeraldcamecloseenough,hecouldseethatYulisabarelyhadtheimageofayounglady

anymoreasshecontinuedbawlinghereyesout.

“Everything’sgoingtobealright…Nowcomeonout.Bothofyou!”saidGeraldashecouldn’thelpbut

smilewrylywhilelookingatthetwogirls.

Theslightbitternessinhissmile,ofcourse,hadstemmedfromthefactthatGeraldcouldtellthatall

thathadhappenedwasn’tjustmerecoincidence.

HoldingontoGerald’sarm,NoellethenfixedherhairwithasmilebeforenoddingatGeraldasshesaid,

“…T-thankyou…”

Whenitcametoimpressingsomeone,nothingcouldsurpasssavingone’slife.WhileNoellehad

previouslyhatedGerald,shenowfeltabitmoreaffectionatetohiminstead.

Regardless,boththevictimswereaskedafewquestionsfromthepolicebeforetheywereallowedto

leaveandgetsomerest.



SinceAidenandtheotherswerestillbusywithquiteabitofthings,Geralddidn’taskhimtoaccompany

himback.

Instead,Geraldchosetosendthetwogirlsbacktocampushimself.Thistime,Noelledidn’tturndown

Gerald’soffer.Infact,sheacceptedhisinvitationwithgreatpleasure.
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SinceNoellewaslookingalittlehaggard—sinceshehad,afterall,sufferedquiteascareearlier—Gerald

knewbetterthantomentiontheinvigoratingblooddropletsnow.

Afterall,itwouldbebadifNoellesomehowcametotheassumptionthathehadonlysavedhersincehe

wantedtogethishandsonherblood.Thatwoulddefinitelydestroyherimageofhimforgood.

AsGeraldcontinuedthinkingaboutit,hewasslightlystartledwhenNoellesuddenlylookedathim

beforeasking,“I…I’vebeenprettyrudetoyoutoday…SoI’dliketoapologizeandthankyouaswellfor

savingus!”

Uponhearingthat,GeraldtrulyfeltthatAidenwasquiteimpressive.Afterall,beforeAidenhadleft,he

hadtoldGeraldthatNoellewoulddefinitelyapologizeandexpresshergratitudetohimsoonerorlater.

AccordingtoAiden,afterGeraldrepliedwithafewspecificwords—thatAidenthensharedwith

Gerald—Geralddidn’tevenneedtoaskherforhercontactnumberanymore.

QuicklyrepeatingwhatAidenhadtaughthiminhismind,Geraldthensaid,“It’sfine.There’snoneed

foryoutothankme.Still,ourmeetingmustbefatedsincewekeepmeetingeachotheroverandover

again.Maybeit’sjustourdestiny.Regardless,I’mgladIwasabletosaveyoutoday!

WatchingasGeraldthensmiled,Noellefoundherbreathgrowingrapidassheinstantlybeganblushing

slightly.



Thecornersofherlipsslowlycurvingupwardintoabeautifulsmile,sheremainedsilentforawhile

beforenoddingandsaying,“…W-well,we’llbeheadingbackfirst,then!Farewell!”

Thoughshesaidthat,shedidn’tbudgeaninch,hereyesstillaffixedonGerald’s.
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Geraldtrulyhadn’texpectedthatNoellewouldbehavewordforwordlikehowAidenhadpredicted.

Afterall,AidenhadtoldGeraldthatgoddesseslikeherenjoyedplayinggamesofcatandmouse.

Inotherwords,theyreallyenjoyedtheprocessofbeingpursued.Theyparticularlylikeditwhenthe

onestheywereaftertrulyseemedtocareforthem.

Withthatinmind,accordingtoAiden’sguess,evenifGeraldtrulyhadsavedNoelle’slifetoday,shestill

wouldn’ttaketheinitiativetohandhimhercontactnumber.Themostshewoulddowaschatbriefly

withhimbeforeturningtoleave.Ofcourse,shewouldn’tactuallyleaverightoffthebat.Instead,she

wouldwaitaroundalittletowaitforGeraldtoaskhertostayinstead.

Thiswasthereasonwhyitwasoftentimessodifficulttopursuemostgoddesses.Afterall,whatsuch

girlstrulyenjoyedwastheprocessofbeingpursuedandsoughtafter.

Regardless,eachandeveryoneofNoelle’sactionswerenearlyidenticaltowhatAidenhadpredicted.

Seeingthat,GeraldthenproceededtorelaythescriptthatAidenhadearliersharedwithhim.

Noddingwithanonchalantexpressiononhisface,Geraldthenreplied,“Indeed.Sincebothofyougot



injuredearlier,it’ddoyougoodtogetsomewell-deservedrest.I’llbetakingmyleaveaswellsinceIstill

needtoprepareaspecialgiftforafriendofminebytoday.Nowifyou’llexcuseme,farewell!”

Aftersayingthat,Geraldslowlyturnedaroundandbeganwalkingaway,calmly.Nowthen,ifwhat

Adrianhadtoldhimwascorrect,Noellewoulddefinitelycallouttohimatthecountoffive…

‘One…Two…Three…’

AssoonasGeraldcounted‘five’inhismind,Noellesuddenlyshouted,“…Holdon,Gerald!Gerald,wait

forasecond!”

…Seriously?!
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“…Yes?Whatisit,Noelle?”askedGerald.

“Well…Whereexactlydidyoulearnyourskills,Gerald…?Ifit’spossible,I’dliketolearnsomesimpleself

-defensetechniquesforwomen!Wouldyouhappentohaveanyrecommendationsforme…?”asked

Noelle.

Hearingthat,Yulisanoddedaswellbeforeadding,“I-I’dliketolearnaswell!”

“…Oh?Isthatso?Well,IcouldgiveyouapubliccontactnumberthroughWhatsAppifyou’dlike…It

belongstomyfriendandhe’salwaysuptodatewithsuchskills!”

Bythispoint,Geraldfeltthathetrulyunderstoodthesegirls’heartsnow.ThesentencesthatAidenhad



taughthimtrulywereeffective,especiallytheonethatinvolvedhimsayingthatheneededtogo

prepareaspecialgiftforhisfriend.

Inaway,sayingthatallowedhimtocounterthecatandmousegametactic.Waitingtillnowtosayit

wasalsoparticularlyimpactfulsincehehadalreadyplayedtheroleoftheherowhosavedthetwo

beauties.

Aiden’saccountwascalled‘PracticalTactical’,andAidenfrequentlysharedinformationaboutfighting

andmartialartsskillsthere.WhileGeraldcouldhavejusttoldthemthenameoftheaccountforthem

to—rathereasily—searchforit,GeraldaskedtobefriendsontheirWhatsAppaccountsinsteadinorder

forhimtoforwardAiden’scontactinformationtothem.

However,justasAdrianhadanticipated,thegirlssimplyobligedwithoutquestion.Geraldcouldnowsay

forcertainthatthetwogirlswantingtolearnself-defensetechniqueswasnothingbutanexcuse.
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AllNoellewasreallyafterwasacapableguybyhersidewhowasinterestedinher,justlikeGerald.As

longashekeptpursuingherinaconsideratemanner,Noellewouldsurelyopenupmoretohim

eventually.

Withthatinmind,afterpartingwayswiththegirls,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutadmireAidenforhaving

sucheffectivetacticsonhand.

Atthesametime,hecouldn’thelpbutwonderwhyhehadn’tunderstoodMila’sheartbetterinthe

beginning.Intheolddays,bothofthemwouldspeakoverthephoneeverynight,andeventually,Mila

wouldalwaysbethefirsttosaythatshewantedtoheadtobed.

Ofcourse,beingasdenseashewasbackthen,Geraldwouldalwayswishhergoodnightalmost

immediately,tellinghertosleepwellbeforeheadingtobed.Whyhadn’therealizedbackthenthatMila



actuallywantedhimtoaskhertostayalittlelonger?

Itwasnowevidenttohimthatshehadconstantlywantedhimtothinkmoreabouther.Tospendmore

timewithher.Inaway,itwasherwayoftestinghowsignificantshewasinGerald’sheart!
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Ofcourse,GeraldknewthathewastheonlyoneinMila’sheartandthatshewouldn’tevertreatother

guysthesamewayshedidtohim…

Snappingoutofit,Geraldremindedhimselfthatitwasonlythreedaysawaytillthemiddleofthe

montharrived.Withthatinmind,itwasimpossibleforhimnottofeelslightlymoreanxious.

HereallyneededtodiscussthematterwithAidentonight.

Attheveryleast,thegoodthingwasthathealreadyhadagoodheadstartnow.Bothofthemjust

neededtomeetuplatertodiscussthenextsteps…

“Youknow,IhaveafeelingthatGeraldisn’tactuallyinterestedinyou,Noelle…Afterall,eventhough

youtoldhimthatyouwantedtolearnafewself-defensetechniques,tothinkthathe’dactuallyforward

apubliccontactnumbertoyou!”saidYulisaalittlelater.



“What’swrongwithwhathedid?Itrulyaminterestedinlearning,youknow?Still,didyouseehow

braveandheroichelookedwhenhesavedusearlier?ThemoreIthinkaboutit,themoreIfeelthat

there’sanunknownsidetoGeraldthatwedon’tknowof…Howtrulymysterious!”repliedNoelleina

softtoneasshesmiled.

“…Oh?Coulditbethat…You’vealreadyfallenforGeraldjustbecausehesavedusonce?WhileIagree

thathe’sdefinitelypowerful,hemostprobablyisn’trichatall!Evenifyoutrulywishtobetogetherwith

himwiththeassumptionthatit’ssimplyfatedoingitsjob,whatwillyourfamilythink?”askedYulisa,

remindingNoelletocarefullyconsidertheprosandconsofherdecision.

“Idistinctlyrememberyousayingthatyoudidn’twanttogetintoarelationshipnowsincequiteabitis

currentlyhappeningwithinyourfamily…Honestlythough,Ithinkthatgettingarelationshipisexactly

whatyouneedtosolveyourproblems!Bythat,Imeanyoushouldgetaguywho’sabletosolveyour

family’seconomiccrisis!Withthatinmind,IthinkyoushouldbegoingafterPrestonratherthan

Gerald!”

“Afterall,hisfamilyownsapubliclistedcompanyoftheirown,youknow?They’refilthyrich!Aslongas

youagreetobecomehisgirlfriend,thenhe’lldefinitelybeabletohelpresolveyourfamily’sfinancial

issues.IremindyouthatgettingtogetherwithGeraldwon’thelpyousolveanythingatall!”explained

YulisaasshecarefullyanalyzedthesituationwhilemakingherwaybacktogetherwithNoelle.

Inallhonesty,Noellewasn’tinlovewithGerald.Shesimplyfeltslightlyaffectionatetowardhim.After

all,hehadleftherwithatrulyfavorableimpressionofhimthistimearound.Asidefromthat,shewas

alsoquitecuriousabouthimasawhole.
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Thoughshedidn’truleoutthepossibilityofthemgettingintoarelationshipupongettingrescued,

Noellehadnowcalmeddownconsiderably,especiallyafterhearingwhatYulisahadtosay.

WhileitwastruethatshestillhadslightaffectionandadmirationtowardGerald,Noellewaswellaware



thatshehadlosttherighttochooseherpartnerafterwhathappenedtoherfamilylastmonth.Dueto

thatincident,itseemedthatshetrulyhadnochoicebuttolookforarichandpowerfulpersontostay

byherside.

AsYulisahadsaid,apersoncouldn’treallydomuchwithoutmoneyortheproperconnections.

ThoughNoelleknewthat,shehadrejectedPrestonearliersinceshewantedtoplaycatandmousewith

himforatleastafewmoretimes.

Now,however,sheknewthatshehadtostartthinkingmoreaboutherfamilyandgetserious.Whileshe

knewthatgettingtogetherwithPrestonwoulddefinitelyhelpwithherfamily’ssituation,shehadno

feelingsforhimatall.

AsforGerald,shewascertainlymoreattractedtohimthananyofthepreviousguysshehadcome

across.Thatmuchwascertain.However,unlikePreston,beingtogetherwithhimwouldn’thelpher

familyatall.AllthismadeNoellefeelextremelyentangled.

“Areyouseriouslystillthinkingabouttherightchoice,Noelle?Remember,it’syourbirthdaytomorrow

night,andyoushouldknowthateventhoughyouhumiliatedhimtodayinfrontofsomanypeopleby

rejectinghisconfession,Prestonhasn’tgivenuponyouyet.Rather,Iheardthathe’sputtinginalotof

efforttogetreadyforyourbirthdaycelebrationtomorrow,eventhoughhehasn’tevenbeeninvited

over!Withthatsaid,I’msurePrestonwillbeoverjoyedifyouallowhimtoattendyourbirthdayparty!”

saidYulisa.

“Iknow,Iknow…Regardless,I’malsoplanningoninvitingsomeoneelsetoattendmytwentieth

birthdayparty!”repliedNoelleasshebitherlowerlip.
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“Youcan’tpossiblybereferringtoGerald,canyou?”askedYulisaashereyeswidened.



“Well,nomatterwhatthecaseis,Geraldstillendedupsavingbothofustoday.Ifitwasn’tforhim,then

whoknowswhatwould’veeventuallybecomeofus!Withthatinmind,it’sonlynaturalforustoexpress

ourgratitudetohim,don’tyouthink?”saidNoelleassherecalledthemomentwhenGeraldhadgently

supportedheroutofthecarsinceshehadinjuredherleg.Thememoryofthatalonewasenoughto

makeherfrozenheartslowlybegintomelt!

Bothofthemthencontinuedchattingbeforeeventuallyreturningtotheirdormsandtellingtheir

roommatesthattheyweresafe.

Sincethetwogirlsweren’tallthatinterestedinactuallylearningself-defensetechniquesinthefirst

place,Yulisasimplydeletedthenumberrightoffthebat.

Laterthatnight,Yulisa’sheadbeganhurtingratherbadly.Assumingthatitwasduetoaninjuryshe

sufferedwhenthecarhadsuddenlyhitthebrakesearlier,Noelleandtheothersquicklybroughthertoa

nearbyhospitalforacheck-up.

ItwasaroundthenwhenGeraldreceivedabirthdayinvitationmessagefromNoelle.

JustasAidenhadpredicted,itseemedthatGeraldtrulywouldbeabletoobtaintheinvigoratingblood

thatheneededtomorrow.Sinceitwasalreadyextremelyclosetothemiddleofthemonth,thatwas

verygoodnews.AsfortheZircobsitestone…Geraldcouldalmostfeelitinhishandsnow…
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Soonafter,theverynextdaycame.



Despitefacingafinancialcrisis,Noelle’sfamilystillplacedgreatimportanceinthepreparationprocess

forNoelle’stwentiethbirthday.Afterall,Noellebeingabletocelebrateherbirthdayhappilywasthe

mostimportantthingtoherfamily.

Itexplainedhowwhatwasinitiallyatinybirthdaybanquetendedupbecomingmoreofalargefamily

gatheringinstead.

Thevenueofthecelebrationitselfwasalargeprivateroom—thatcouldaccommodateuptothirty

people—inLongthorneInternationalHotelthatNoelle’sparentshadbookedfortheday.

AmongthethirtypeopleinvitedtothebanquetwereNoelle’sfamilymembers,herclassmates,her

cousins,andseveralotherrelativesincludinghereldest,andthirduncle.Theywereadamantonmaking

thisbirthdaybanquetasfestiveaspossibleinordertoridtheirfamilyoftheirbadluck.

“Sister-in-lawandSecondbrother!Bothofyouaretrulyblessedtohavesuchabeautifuldaughteras

Noelle!Shehassuchagoodtemperamenttoo!I’msurethetwoofyouwilldefinitelybeableto

continuelivingandenjoyingagoodlifetogetherwithNoelleinthefuture!”saidNoelle’sthirdauntwith

asmileasshelookedatNoelle’sparents.

“Enjoylife?Whatevenistheretoenjoy?Youshouldbewellawareofhowmessyourfamily’scurrent

financialstateis,Third!Weevenhavetobeginthinkingabouthowwe’regoingtosurvivethesecond

halfofourlives!”repliedZavienasheshookhisheadbitterly.

Hearingthat,Noelle’seldestandthirdunclecouldonlysigh.



“…Still,there’snoneedtogettooanxious…Quitehonestly,ourbusinessisn’tdoingasterriblyaswe

hadinitiallyimagined.Aslongaswecangetsomeonetoinvestasumofmoneyintoourbusiness,we’ll

surelybeabletogetthroughthiscrisis!Youknow,IheardthatPreston,theWakefamily’syoungmaster,

hasactivelybeenpursuingafterNoellerecently.DoanyofyouknowanythingabouttheWakefamily’s

strengthorbackground?”

ThemomentNoelle’sthirdauntchangedthetopic,everyone’sattentionimmediatelyfellonNoelle.
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Intruth,Noelle’seldestandthirdunclewerepeoplewhoonlydidthingsthatbenefittedthemselves.

Withthatinmind,whyweretheyevenbotheringtobringtheirentirefamiliesalongjusttoattendthe

birthdaybanquetofayounggirllikeNoelle?

Puttingitbluntly,itwasbecausetheywerewellawareofthebenefitsthatNoellecouldpotentiallybring

totheirfamily.

EvenZavienandGraciehadheardaboutPreston’spursuitsofNoelle,soNoelle’sthirdaunt’sstatement

wasn’twrongatall.

Fromwhattheyknew,theWakefamilywasextremelyformidable.Notonlydidtheyownapubliclisted

companyoftheirown,buttheirfamilyalsohadthebackgroundoftheMayberryCommercialGroup!

Withthatinmind,anyonewhometorencounteredtheWakeswouldsurelygivethemface.

Regardless,ifNoelletrulyendedupgettingtogetherwithPreston—andPrestonwaswillingtohavea

wordwithhisfatherabouttheircurrentsituationontheirbehalf—thentheShadwellswoulddefinitely

beabletoturnthingsaroundandresolvetheircurrentcrisis.

Withthatsaid,itwasnowonderwhyNoelle’sauntsanduncleshadtakentheirtimetocomeovertoday

justtocelebrateherbirthday.



“…SpeakingofPreston,IheardthatNoelleinvitedhimovertothebirthdaybanquet,right?”addedher

thirdauntwithasmile.

Graciesimplylaughedsubtlybeforesaying,“Tothinkthatyou’reevenmorewell-informedthanIam,

sister!Howdidyouevenfindoutthatsheinvitedhimover?”

JoinTelegramGroupForchitChatandFastupdate

Smilingawkwardly,Thirdauntsimplyreplied,“I…Justsohappenedtohearaboutit!”

“Isee!Forthosewhodidn’tknowanybetter,I’msurethey’dhaveassumedthatyou’vebeenpaying

closeattentiontoPreston.Sadly,thoughFayeisquiteexcellent,shehasn’tquitehadtheluckof

bumpingintosomeonelikePrestonatall.Iguessshestillneedstoworkhardertogaintheattentionand

favorofsomeonelikehim,aren’tIright,Faye?”saidGracieasshelookedatherthirdaunt’sdaughter

whowasthesameageasNoelle.

Graciecouldn’thelpbutfeelslightlyjealoussinceThirdauntwasabletoknowquiteabitaboutPreston

afterjusthearinghisnameafewtimes.ItsimultaneouslyalsoworriedherthatNoelle’sthirdauntcould

beplanningtointroduceherowndaughter,Faye,toPreston.WasshetryingtosnatchGracie’spotential

son-in-lawfromher?Ifthatwasthecase,Gracie’sonlycommentwas‘dreamon!’

Afterthinkingaboutitalittlewhilemore,Graciecontinuedbysaying,“Speakingofwhich,sister,you

maynothaveheardaboutthis,butPrestongaveNoelleanextremelytouchingconfessionbeforethe

unfortunateincidenttookplaceyesterday!Heevenkneltbeforeher,youknow?Iheardthatmany

peoplewerewatchingtheentirethingaswell!It’sjustsuchapitythatNoelle,beingthestubborngirl

sheis,simplyrefusedtobecomehisgirlfriend!”

“…Isthatso?My,howamazingNoelleis!”repliedThirdauntassheblushedinembarrassmentwhile

praisingNoelleinaslightlybittertone.

Atthatmoment,awaiteropenedthedooroftheprivateroomwhilesaying,“Mr.Wake!Please,come



in!”

Followingthat,ahandsomeyoungmanwearingawhitesuitandanecktiewalkedintotheroomwitha

bouquetofflowersinhand.
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“Hello,UncleShadwellandAuntWauter!”greetedthecharmingboyashequicklyheadedovertothem.

Ofcourse,thehandsomeyoungmaninquestionwasnoneotherthanPreston.

PrestonhadbeenextremelyexcitedfromthemomenthereceivedNoelle’sinvitationtoherbirthday

banquet.

Duetothat,hehadmadesuretopayextraattentiontohowhedressedtodaysothathecouldgiveoff

theauraofayoungmasterfromarichfamily.

Itseemedthathiseffortspaidoffsincesoonenough,theShadwellfamilybeganpraisinghimendlessly.

Becauseofthat,Prestoncouldn’thelpbutfeelalittlesmugandarrogant.

Shortlyafter,theyinvitedhimtositatthemaintable.

However,itwasatthatmomentwhenGraciesuddenlyrealizedthatherdaughterwasn’tevenaround.



MomentarilypausingherchatwithPrestonbeforeturningtolookatNoelle’sroommates,Graciethen

asked,“Speakingofwhich,wheredidNoelleandYulisago?Ihaven’tseenbothoftheminawhile!”

“Fromwhatweheard,bothofthemwentdownstairstoreceivesomeone!”repliedoneofher

roommatesastherestofthemcontinuedsippingontheirjuice.

“Theywhat?Isn’tPrestonalreadyhere?Whoelsearetheyplanningtoreceive?SayPreston,didyourun

intoNoelleonyourwayuphere?”askedGracie,feelinglyslightlypuzzled.

Afterall,Prestonwasundoubtedlytheprotagonisttoday.
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“Unfortunately,Ihaven’t.Sincethishotelbelongstooneofmyuncles,I’vealwaysusedthespecialVIP

passagewheneverImovearoundhere.IfIhadknownthatshewouldbewaitingformedownstairs,

thenI’ddefinitelyhaveusedtheregularentrance!”repliedPreston,hintsofexcitementandjoyonhis

face.

Tobecompletelyhonest,PrestonhadalreadyheardabouttheShadwellfamily’sfinancialcrisisfromhis

father.Withthatinmind,itwasn’thardforhimtoimaginethattheShadewellswereonlytreatinghim

thiswellbecauseofsaidissue.Afterall,theywereprobablywellawarethattheWakefamilyhadthe

supportoftheMayberryCommercialGroup.

Inrelationtothat,thestatusofcompaniessuchashisfamily’s—thatwereundertheMayberry

CommercialGroup—withinMayberryCitydidn’tevenneedtobeelaboratedon.

Regardless,PrestonknewthatitwasonlyamatteroftimenowbeforeNoelleagreedtobehisgirlfriend.

Hell,therewasevenapossibilitythatshewouldaccepthisconfessiontoday!



“Oh?SoyoucameuphereusingaspecialVIPpassage!That’sprobablythereasonwhyNoellehasn’t

comeupagainyet!Holdon,I’llcallherrightthisinstant!”saidGraciewithasmile.

“Oh,there’snoneedtocallher,AuntWauter!IfeelprettybadforhavingNoellewaitdownthereforso

longsoI’lljustgodownstairstolookforherthenbringherbackup!”repliedPrestonasheshookhis

headwithasmileonhisface.

ThoughPrestonhadtokneelbeforeNoelleyesterdayjusttoaskherout,nowthathehadfoundout

aboutthepredicamenttheShadwellswerein,Prestonwasfeelingprettyconfidentabouthimself.With

that,hethenbeganwalkingdownstairswithouttheslightesthesitation.

“Waitforme,Preston!I’mcomingalong!”shoutedGracieassheimmediatelyfollowedafterhim.

JoinTelegramGroupForchitChatandFastupdate

Graciefeltlikeshestillwasn’tasclosetoPrestonasshewouldliketobe.Afterall,shewasalready

treatinghimasthoughhewasalreadyherson-in-law.

UponseeingGracieandPrestonleave,Yulisa’sroommatesthensaid,“Let’sgolookforYulisaandNoelle

aswell!”

Asthesmallgroupofpeoplebegandescendingthebuilding,twogirlscouldbeseenwaitingrather

anxiouslybythestreetrightoutsidethehotel.

“Can’twejuststopwaitingforhim,Noelle?Hemust’vebeenscaredoffthemomenthereadfromyour

messagethatLongthorneInternationalHotelwasthevenue!Itrulybelievethatfromthevenueof

choicealone,hemust’vefinallyrealizedhowlargethedifferencebetweenbothofyouwere.Fromthe

looksofit,he’sprobablyneverattendedaneventatsuchagrandplaceasLongthorneInternational



Hotel!Withthatinmind,there’sahighpossibilitythathemaybetoopressuredtoevendaretoshow

uphere!”complainedYulisa,herarmscrossed.

WhileYulisahadaprettygoodimpressionofGeraldinthebeginning,aftereverythingthathad

happened,herimpressionofhimhadseverelydropped.

Quitefrankly,ifhehadn’trescuedthemthedaybefore,Yulisawouldn’teverhavelookeduptohim

again!

Thenagain,couldshereallybeblamedforbeingrealistic?Afterall,thiswasGerald’sownfaultfornot

beingoutstandingenough.Humph!

ThePoorestRichMan1232|THEINVISIBLERICHMAN1231|TheSecretlyRichMan1231

CHAPTERLIST

“Hello,UncleShadwellandAuntWauter!”greetedthecharmingboyashequicklyheadedovertothem.

Ofcourse,thehandsomeyoungmaninquestionwasnoneotherthanPreston.

PrestonhadbeenextremelyexcitedfromthemomenthereceivedNoelle’sinvitationtoherbirthday

banquet.

Duetothat,hehadmadesuretopayextraattentiontohowhedressedtodaysothathecouldgiveoff

theauraofayoungmasterfromarichfamily.

Itseemedthathiseffortspaidoffsincesoonenough,theShadwellfamilybeganpraisinghimendlessly.

Becauseofthat,Prestoncouldn’thelpbutfeelalittlesmugandarrogant.

Shortlyafter,theyinvitedhimtositatthemaintable.



However,itwasatthatmomentwhenGraciesuddenlyrealizedthatherdaughterwasn’tevenaround.

MomentarilypausingherchatwithPrestonbeforeturningtolookatNoelle’sroommates,Graciethen

asked,“Speakingofwhich,wheredidNoelleandYulisago?Ihaven’tseenbothoftheminawhile!”

“Fromwhatweheard,bothofthemwentdownstairstoreceivesomeone!”repliedoneofher

roommatesastherestofthemcontinuedsippingontheirjuice.

“Theywhat?Isn’tPrestonalreadyhere?Whoelsearetheyplanningtoreceive?SayPreston,didyourun

intoNoelleonyourwayuphere?”askedGracie,feelinglyslightlypuzzled.

Afterall,Prestonwasundoubtedlytheprotagonisttoday.
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“Unfortunately,Ihaven’t.Sincethishotelbelongstooneofmyuncles,I’vealwaysusedthespecialVIP

passagewheneverImovearoundhere.IfIhadknownthatshewouldbewaitingformedownstairs,

thenI’ddefinitelyhaveusedtheregularentrance!”repliedPreston,hintsofexcitementandjoyonhis

face.

Tobecompletelyhonest,PrestonhadalreadyheardabouttheShadwellfamily’sfinancialcrisisfromhis

father.Withthatinmind,itwasn’thardforhimtoimaginethattheShadewellswereonlytreatinghim

thiswellbecauseofsaidissue.Afterall,theywereprobablywellawarethattheWakefamilyhadthe

supportoftheMayberryCommercialGroup.

Inrelationtothat,thestatusofcompaniessuchashisfamily’s—thatwereundertheMayberry

CommercialGroup—withinMayberryCitydidn’tevenneedtobeelaboratedon.



Regardless,PrestonknewthatitwasonlyamatteroftimenowbeforeNoelleagreedtobehisgirlfriend.

Hell,therewasevenapossibilitythatshewouldaccepthisconfessiontoday!

“Oh?SoyoucameuphereusingaspecialVIPpassage!That’sprobablythereasonwhyNoellehasn’t

comeupagainyet!Holdon,I’llcallherrightthisinstant!”saidGraciewithasmile.

“Oh,there’snoneedtocallher,AuntWauter!IfeelprettybadforhavingNoellewaitdownthereforso

longsoI’lljustgodownstairstolookforherthenbringherbackup!”repliedPrestonasheshookhis

headwithasmileonhisface.

ThoughPrestonhadtokneelbeforeNoelleyesterdayjusttoaskherout,nowthathehadfoundout

aboutthepredicamenttheShadwellswerein,Prestonwasfeelingprettyconfidentabouthimself.With

that,hethenbeganwalkingdownstairswithouttheslightesthesitation.

“Waitforme,Preston!I’mcomingalong!”shoutedGracieassheimmediatelyfollowedafterhim.
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Graciefeltlikeshestillwasn’tasclosetoPrestonasshewouldliketobe.Afterall,shewasalready

treatinghimasthoughhewasalreadyherson-in-law.

UponseeingGracieandPrestonleave,Yulisa’sroommatesthensaid,“Let’sgolookforYulisaandNoelle

aswell!”

Asthesmallgroupofpeoplebegandescendingthebuilding,twogirlscouldbeseenwaitingrather

anxiouslybythestreetrightoutsidethehotel.



“Can’twejuststopwaitingforhim,Noelle?Hemust’vebeenscaredoffthemomenthereadfromyour

messagethatLongthorneInternationalHotelwasthevenue!Itrulybelievethatfromthevenueof

choicealone,hemust’vefinallyrealizedhowlargethedifferencebetweenbothofyouwere.Fromthe

looksofit,he’sprobablyneverattendedaneventatsuchagrandplaceasLongthorneInternational

Hotel!Withthatinmind,there’sahighpossibilitythathemaybetoopressuredtoevendaretoshow

uphere!”complainedYulisa,herarmscrossed.

WhileYulisahadaprettygoodimpressionofGeraldinthebeginning,aftereverythingthathad

happened,herimpressionofhimhadseverelydropped.

Quitefrankly,ifhehadn’trescuedthemthedaybefore,Yulisawouldn’teverhavelookeduptohim

again!

Thenagain,couldshereallybeblamedforbeingrealistic?Afterall,thiswasGerald’sownfaultfornot

beingoutstandingenough.Humph!
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CHAPTERLIST“Irefuse!Afterall,he’salreadysaidthathewouldcometoday!Asforallthatyou’vesaid,

I’vealreadytakenallthatintoconsiderationthenightbefore!That’sthereasonwhyIarrangedtomeet

upwithhimattheentranceofthehotel!”saidNoelle.

Withherbeautyandhowmeticulousshewaswithdetails,itwashardnottocallNoelleagoddess.

JustasYulisahadsaid,NoellehadtakenintoconsiderationthatGeraldhadprobablyneversteppedfoot

intoafive-starhotellikethisbefore.Withthatinmind,shehadafeelingthathewoulddefinitelybe

feelingslightlytimidandpressured.Duetothat,Noelhadtoldhimtomeetupwithheratthehotel’s

entrancesothattheycouldentertogether!

However,thoughtheyhadagreedtomeetupatninethatmorning,itwasnearingninefortynowyet

Geraldstillcouldn’tbeseenanywhere!Infact,hehadn’tevenreadanyofNoelle’smessageson

WhatsApp!



Duetoallthat,Noeltrulycouldn’thelpbutwonderwhetherGeraldreallywasn’tcoming.

Shealsorememberedhimmentioningthathewasgoingtoprepareaspecialgiftforafriendofhis.Who

wasthatfriend?Coulditbeagirlwhowasclosetohim?CouldGeraldalreadylikesomeoneelseother

thanher?

IfGeraldhadjustbeensomeordinaryguy,shewouldn’thavebeenbotheredaboutthatfactatall.

However,Geraldwasnoordinaryperson.

Hehadseveralpositivepoints,forone,hisgreatestbeinghowstrongandskillfulhewas.Hewasalso

currentlyaherointhemindsofseveralpeople.Inotherwords,hewasanoutstandingperson.

ItwasbecauseofthisthatNoellecouldn’thelpbutfeelalittleentangledwhenevershethoughtabout

whetherGeraldtrulylikedherornot.

Thiswasn’tanythingoutoftheordinaryforgirlstothinkabout,especiallybeautifulones.Itwassimply

somethingthathappenedandwascompletelyunderstandable.
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Atthatmoment,Preston,Gracie,andYulisa’sroommatesarrivedatthehotel’sentrance.

“Noelle!Thereyouare!I’mterriblysorryforhavingyouwaitforsuchalongtime!Ienteredthroughthe

specialVIPpassageearlier!”



Earlierwhenhewassecondsawayfromarrivingatthehotel’sentrance,Prestonhadalreadyseenhow

anxiouslyNoellewaslookingatbothsidesofastreet.Recallinghowshehadrejectedhimyesterdayand

comparingittohowshewastoday,Prestonimmediatelyfeltagreatsenseofsatisfaction.

Followingthat,Graciethensmiledbeforesaying,“DidyouknowthatPreston’sbroughtalongabirthday

giftforyou,Noelle?Also,whileIwasjustplanningtocallyouupthroughthephoneearlier,Prestonkept

insistingthathegodownstairstopersonallylookforyou!

“Oh.Thanks,Preston!Regardless,youandmomcangobackupstairsnow,”repliedNoelleasshesmiled

brieflyatPreston.

Uponhearingthat,Preston’sfaceimmediatelywentpale!EvenGraciewasslightlytakenaback.

Somethingwasn’tquiterightwithherdaughter…

HadshenotbeenwaitingforPrestonthisentiretime?

AsPrestonhimselfbeganthinkingthesamethingGraciewas,Gracieaskedinaratherimpatienttone,

“…Noelle?Whoexactlyareyouwaitingfor?”
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“I’mjustwaitingformyfriend…Iwonderwhyhe’snothereyet!”repliedNoellewithoutconsideringher

wordstoomuch.

“A…friend?…Noelle,isitaheorashe…?”askedGracieagain.

Insteadofreplying,however,NoellesimplywalkedfurtherouttowardtheroadsidetoseewhyGerald



stillhadn’tarrived.

Seeingthat,GraciethenturnedtolookatYulisabeforeasking,“Yulisa,whoexactlyarebothofyou

waitingfor?”

Withthat,Yulisathenbegantellingeverythingtoher,startingfromwhenshehadaskedGeraldforhis

helptotakesomepicturesforthem.

Afterhearingaboutallthathadhappened,Graciefinallyunderstoodthatthepersonherdaughterwas

waitingforwasjustsomepoorperson!

Preston—whohadbeenlisteningtoYurisaassheexplained—foundhimselftakinginadeepbreath,his

sheerjealousyevidentonhisface.

Noticingthechangeofexpressiononhisface,Gracieinstantlybegangrittingherteethaswell.Andhere

shewasthinkingthatherdaughterknewbetter!Shouldn’tshebewellawarethatPrestonwasway

moreimportantthanGeraldintermsofsolvingtheirfamily’scurrentdilemma?

Fuminginanger,GracietheninstantlywalkedovertoNoelle,reprimandingherviciously.

…

MovingbacktoGerald,afterreceivingNoelle’sinvitationlastnight,hehadattachedgreatimportanceto

theevent.Duetothat,hehadbeenwell-preparedtoheadtothebanquetfromveryearlyinthe

morning.

Byhisestimationsbackthen,heshould’vearrived—inhiscar—beforeeightthirtyevencame.

Insteadofdrivingaluxuryorsportscar,however,Geraldchosetodriveanordinaryone.



ThiswasbecauseafterresolvinghismisunderstandingwithNoelle,herealizedthathedidn’tneedto

usemoneyoranyinteresttobuildtheirrelationshipup.Theonlythingheneededtodowasattendher

birthdaybanquetandpresentherwithagiftthathehadmeticulouslyprepared.Oncethatwasdone,

everythingelsewouldflowsmoothly.

Quitepersonally,Geraldhimselffeltthatitwasratherrepulsivetodrivealuxurycar,justtoshowoffhis

wealth.

Noellesimplywasn’tthesameasCundriewas.
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Fromwhathefound,thoughCundriedidn’treallycareaboutmoney,Noellestillexhibitedhintsthatshe

hadalittleinterestinriches.

Withthatinmind,Geraldwasafraidthatonceshefoundoutthathewasactuallyrich,herfeelings

wouldn’tbesincereanymore.Shouldthathappen,evenifheweretosuccessfullyobtaininvigorating

bloodfromher,itwouldbecompletelyuselesstohim.Thatwasthereasonwhyhehadrefrainedfrom

drivingaluxurycarovertoday.

EvenAidenhadsaidthattherewasnoneedforhimtoshowherhisfinancialresources.Duetothat,the

carGeraldwasdrivingtodaywasonlyanordinaryonethatcostaroundtenthousanddollars.

Alas,hetrulyhadn’tanticipatedfortheretobeatrafficjamthisearlyinthemorning!

Whiledrivingalongslowly,thecarinfrontofGeraldsuddenlyhitthebrakes!Seeingthat,Gerald

instantlystoppedhiscaraswell.



Whilehemanagedtoavoidhittingthecarinfrontofhim,thesoundofsomethingcrashingsoon

followedfrombehindhimasGerald’scarrockedforwardslightly!

Itwasobviousthatwhoeveritwasbehindhim,theyhadaccidentallysteppedontheacceleratorinstead

ofthebrakes!

Knowingthatthebackofhiscarhadbeenhit,Geraldinstantlyturnedaroundtoseearatherprettyyet

coquettishgirlwhowaswearingahatanddrivingaPorschebehindhim.Notonlywashestuckina

trafficjam,butnowhiscarwasdamagedaswell!Howcouldn’tGeraldbefrustrated!

Asifthatwasn’tenough,thewoman—whowasalsosmokingacigarette—thengotoutofhercar,her

handbaginhand,beforewalkingtoGeraldandyelling,“Youb*stard!Don’tyoukeepyoureyesopen

whenyoudrive?Howcouldyoujuststopyourcarlikethat!”

“Ibegyourpardon?It’sclearlyyourfaultforbangingintomycar,auntie!”retortedGerald,trulyata

lossforwordsbeforethisunreasonablewoman.
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Thesecondsheheardhimreferringtoheras‘auntie’,thewomaninstantlyrecoiledinshock.Asecond

later,herentirebodybeganshudderingasherexpressionturnedextremelyugly.

“You…Howdareyoucallmeanauntie?!Actingallarrogantbeforeme!I’vealreadyseenmanypoorfolk

likeyou!Justhaveagoodlookatyourowncarthencompareittomine!I’mwarningyounow,you’d

betterbesmartandcompensatemeforthedamage!Otherwise,I’mcallingmyhusbandrightthis

instanttodealwithyou!”roaredthewomaninrage.

Hearingthat,Geraldcouldonlyshakehisheadwithawrysmile.



Sincethetrafficwassoheavythatthecarsliterallyweren’tevenmovinganymore,severalofthepeople

trappedtherebeganrollingdowntheircarwindowstowatchtheexcitingshow.

Asthesoundsofcarhornsfilledtheair,Geraldlookedatthefumingwoman.Sinceitseemedlikeshe

reallycaredaboutherface,Geraldcouldtellthatshewasn’tgoingtolethimoffthateasilybefore

sufficientlyhavingherrevenge.

Naturally,Geraldwasn’tgoingtopayasinglecenttoher,resultinginhercallingherhusbandover!

Itwasn’tlongbeforeherhusbanddroveoverinabigHummer.Thesecondhearrived,heimmediately

dashedacrossthesidewalkovertoGeraldandhiswifewas.

Stickingcloselybehindhimwereseveralbigandsturdy-lookingmen,eachofthemwearinggoldchains

aroundtheirnecks.UpongettingcloseenoughtoGerald,theyinstantlyslidtheirhandsintotheir

pockets,makingsuretocracktheirneckswithloud‘plops’astheysmokedtheircigarettesrather

intimidatingly.
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“That’shim,husband!He’stheonewhostoppedhiscaroutoftheblueandcausedmetobumpinto

him!”explainedthewomanquickly.

“You’vegotgutstotargetmywoman,younglad.AreyousickoflivinginMayberryCityalready?Tellme,

doyouknowwhoIam?”askedthemiddle-agedleaderofthegroupinafrigidtone.Inhislefthand,was

abagandonhiswrist,agoldenwatchglistened.

“Beatsme!”repliedGerald,shakinghisheadashetookhiscellphoneouttocheckthetime.



“Youf*cker!”shoutedtheguardsassoonastheyheardGeraldsaythat.

Aseachoftheminstantlysteppedforward,themiddle-agedmanshoutedinrage,“Howdareyou!You

trulyaredonefortoday,youngman!I’llmakesureyouwon’tevenbeabletostanduponcewe’redone

withyou!”

“Oh?Whoexactlyisgoingtodothedeed?”askedGeraldashecasuallylookedatthewoman’shusband.

“Me,ofcourse!”roaredthemiddle-agedmaninreply.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldsimplylaughedoutloudbeforeshakinghisheadandglaringstraightintothe

man’seyes.

RealizingthatGeraldwasstilltryingtomakeafooloutofhim,themiddle-agedmanfelthisangerpeak.

Thesamewentforhismenaswellwhowerenowallfuminginanger.

“We’reendingyou,youmother*cker!”roaredallofhismenastheytossedtheircigarettestothe

groundandmadeadashatGerald!
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AsthebigburlymenimmediatelysurroundedGerald,readytoassaulthim,Geraldcouldtellthatthis

wasn’ttheirfirstrodeodoingthis.

ThewomanherselfwaswaitingforthethugstograbholdofGeraldsothatshecouldgivehimtwotight

slapsacrosshisfacetoventoutallherfrustration.



Toeveryone’ssurprise,themomentoneofthemenrushedover,Geraldsimplylaunchedaswiftkickto

hisstomach,sendingthehundredandtwentykilogrammanflyingagoodtwentymetersaway!

Everyonecouldonlystarewide-eyedasthethugcollidedwiththemiddle-agedman’sHummer,causing

allofthecar’swindowstoshatterintopieces!

Astheglassshardsscatteredacrosstheroad,thewomaninstantlybeganscreaminginshock.Evenher

husbandwasflabbergastedbytheturnofevents.Afterall,everyonehadsimplyassumedthatGerald

wasjustapooryoungman.Nobodycould’veanticipatedhimtobethispowerful!

Afterseeingwhathappenedtotheirally,theremainingthugsdidn’tdaretomoveamuscleanymore,

andforgoodreasontoo.Theycouldallseethattheinjuredmanhadnowcurledintoaballfromthe

pain,andevenhismouthwasfoaming!TothinkthatGeraldhadalmostkilledtheirallywithasinglekick!

Onlyanidiotwoulddaremakeanothermovesosoonafterwitnessingsuchpower.

Seeingthatnobodywasattacking,Geraldresumedlookingatthetimeonhisphone.Fromthemoment

thecaraccidenthadhappened,quiteabitoftimehadpassed.Addingthattotheterribletrafficjam

beforethis,itwasnowalreadypastnineforty.Inotherwords,itwaslongpastthetimeGeraldhad

agreedtomeetupwithNoelle.

Noellemusthavebeenwaitinganxiouslyforhimthisentiretime,andfromwhatAidenhadtoldhim

yesterday,womenhateditmostwhenmendidn’tkeeptheirpromises.

Ashethoughtaboutit,hecouldn’thelpbutimagineMilawaitingforhimbackthen.

Unfortunately,hedidn’tshowupintimeandhewasn’tevenabletoseeherbeforeherdisappearance.



IfhemadeNoellewaitforhimtoolongatthehotel,thenallthegoodimpressionshehadmadeonher

thedaybeforewould’vebeenfornaught!ThethoughtofthatalonemadeGeraldfeelextremely

nervous.Hetrulycouldn’taffordtodelaythisanylonger!
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Turningtolookatthemiddle-agedmanwhowasstillparalyzedinfear,Geraldthenfishedhiscellphone

outtocallZack.

“Mr.Lyle,sendahelicopterovertowhereIam,immediately!IneedtoattendabirthdaybanquetASAP

andIdon’thaveapropermodeoftransportation!”

Followingthat,Geraldthenhunguphisphone.Hedefinitelywasn’tgoinganywhereinhiscarwithsuch

aterribletrafficjam,andhecouldn’tjustsitherewaitinganylonger.

Withthehelicopter,hewouldbeabletoreachthehotelrelativelyquickly.Evenso,therewasthe

obviousriskofhimexposinghistrueidentity.However,runningovertherewouldsimplytaketoolong.

Theretrulywasnootherwayotherthanheadingtherewithahelicopter.

“A…helicopter?”mutteredseveralofthepedestrianswhohadoverheardGerald’sconversationearlier.

Thoughitsoundedextremelyabsurd,manyofthemdidn’tdaretolaughafterseeinghowstrongGerald

was.Ofcourse,thatmeantthatsomeofthemstilldid.

“Didhetrulyjustasksomeonetopickhimupinahelicopter?Hemust’vegonebonkers!”

“Maybehe’sgottenabittoosimple-mindedafterspendingallhistimeonlytraininganddevelopinghis

fightingskills!”



AsmoreandmorepeoplebeganlaughingandmakingfunofGerald,themiddle-agedmanfinally

returnedtohissensesagain.Hisopponentwasjustsomekid!Whywasheeventhisfrightenedbyhim?

D*mnit!
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SinceGeraldwasstillstaringathisphone,themiddle-agedtookadvantageofthesituationbygetting

hisremainingmentosurroundhimagain.

Asplitsecondlater,themiddle-agedmanrevealedasmallbutverysharpknife!Aftergivingoutanother

order,theothermentookoutsimilarknivesaswell!

WithallofthempreparedtolaunchtheirattackonGerald,theenragedmiddle-agedmanwasjust

abouttoorderthemtoattackwhensuddenly,adroningsoundbeganfillingtheair!

Themenwerefamiliarenoughwiththesoundtoknowthatitwascomingfromahelicopter,andupon

realizingthis,allofthemfrozeinplaceintheiruttershock.

“A-Ahelicopterhastrulyarrived!”shoutedseveralofthepedestriansastheylookedupatthesky.

Hearingthat,manyofthestuckcardriversinstantlygotofftheirvehiclestohavealookforthemselves.

Thehelicopter—thatresembledahugefalconhoveringinthesky—wasnowslowlydescending,almost

asthoughitwaspreparingtoland.Duetohowcloseitwastotheground,thestrongwindsitproduced

weresoimmensethattheycouldcauseaperson’slipstocrack!

Soonenough,thoseonthehelicopterpinpointedwhereGeraldwasstanding…
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AsthebigburlymenimmediatelysurroundedGerald,readytoassaulthim,Geraldcouldtellthatthis

wasn’ttheirfirstrodeodoingthis.

ThewomanherselfwaswaitingforthethugstograbholdofGeraldsothatshecouldgivehimtwotight

slapsacrosshisfacetoventoutallherfrustration.

Toeveryone’ssurprise,themomentoneofthemenrushedover,Geraldsimplylaunchedaswiftkickto

hisstomach,sendingthehundredandtwentykilogrammanflyingagoodtwentymetersaway!

Everyonecouldonlystarewide-eyedasthethugcollidedwiththemiddle-agedman’sHummer,causing

allofthecar’swindowstoshatterintopieces!

Astheglassshardsscatteredacrosstheroad,thewomaninstantlybeganscreaminginshock.Evenher

husbandwasflabbergastedbytheturnofevents.Afterall,everyonehadsimplyassumedthatGerald

wasjustapooryoungman.Nobodycould’veanticipatedhimtobethispowerful!

Afterseeingwhathappenedtotheirally,theremainingthugsdidn’tdaretomoveamuscleanymore,

andforgoodreasontoo.Theycouldallseethattheinjuredmanhadnowcurledintoaballfromthe

pain,andevenhismouthwasfoaming!TothinkthatGeraldhadalmostkilledtheirallywithasinglekick!

Onlyanidiotwoulddaremakeanothermovesosoonafterwitnessingsuchpower.

Seeingthatnobodywasattacking,Geraldresumedlookingatthetimeonhisphone.Fromthemoment

thecaraccidenthadhappened,quiteabitoftimehadpassed.Addingthattotheterribletrafficjam

beforethis,itwasnowalreadypastnineforty.Inotherwords,itwaslongpastthetimeGeraldhad

agreedtomeetupwithNoelle.



Noellemusthavebeenwaitinganxiouslyforhimthisentiretime,andfromwhatAidenhadtoldhim

yesterday,womenhateditmostwhenmendidn’tkeeptheirpromises.

Ashethoughtaboutit,hecouldn’thelpbutimagineMilawaitingforhimbackthen.

Unfortunately,hedidn’tshowupintimeandhewasn’tevenabletoseeherbeforeherdisappearance.

IfhemadeNoellewaitforhimtoolongatthehotel,thenallthegoodimpressionshehadmadeonher

thedaybeforewould’vebeenfornaught!ThethoughtofthatalonemadeGeraldfeelextremely

nervous.Hetrulycouldn’taffordtodelaythisanylonger!
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Turningtolookatthemiddle-agedmanwhowasstillparalyzedinfear,Geraldthenfishedhiscellphone

outtocallZack.

“Mr.Lyle,sendahelicopterovertowhereIam,immediately!IneedtoattendabirthdaybanquetASAP

andIdon’thaveapropermodeoftransportation!”

Followingthat,Geraldthenhunguphisphone.Hedefinitelywasn’tgoinganywhereinhiscarwithsuch

aterribletrafficjam,andhecouldn’tjustsitherewaitinganylonger.

Withthehelicopter,hewouldbeabletoreachthehotelrelativelyquickly.Evenso,therewasthe

obviousriskofhimexposinghistrueidentity.However,runningovertherewouldsimplytaketoolong.

Theretrulywasnootherwayotherthanheadingtherewithahelicopter.

“A…helicopter?”mutteredseveralofthepedestrianswhohadoverheardGerald’sconversationearlier.

Thoughitsoundedextremelyabsurd,manyofthemdidn’tdaretolaughafterseeinghowstrongGerald



was.Ofcourse,thatmeantthatsomeofthemstilldid.

“Didhetrulyjustasksomeonetopickhimupinahelicopter?Hemust’vegonebonkers!”

“Maybehe’sgottenabittoosimple-mindedafterspendingallhistimeonlytraininganddevelopinghis

fightingskills!”

AsmoreandmorepeoplebeganlaughingandmakingfunofGerald,themiddle-agedmanfinally

returnedtohissensesagain.Hisopponentwasjustsomekid!Whywasheeventhisfrightenedbyhim?

D*mnit!
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SinceGeraldwasstillstaringathisphone,themiddle-agedtookadvantageofthesituationbygetting

hisremainingmentosurroundhimagain.

Asplitsecondlater,themiddle-agedmanrevealedasmallbutverysharpknife!Aftergivingoutanother

order,theothermentookoutsimilarknivesaswell!

WithallofthempreparedtolaunchtheirattackonGerald,theenragedmiddle-agedmanwasjust

abouttoorderthemtoattackwhensuddenly,adroningsoundbeganfillingtheair!

Themenwerefamiliarenoughwiththesoundtoknowthatitwascomingfromahelicopter,andupon

realizingthis,allofthemfrozeinplaceintheiruttershock.

“A-Ahelicopterhastrulyarrived!”shoutedseveralofthepedestriansastheylookedupatthesky.



Hearingthat,manyofthestuckcardriversinstantlygotofftheirvehiclestohavealookforthemselves.

Thehelicopter—thatresembledahugefalconhoveringinthesky—wasnowslowlydescending,almost

asthoughitwaspreparingtoland.Duetohowcloseitwastotheground,thestrongwindsitproduced

weresoimmensethattheycouldcauseaperson’slipstocrack!

Soonenough,thoseonthehelicopterpinpointedwhereGeraldwasstanding…
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AsthebigburlymenimmediatelysurroundedGerald,readytoassaulthim,Geraldcouldtellthatthis

wasn’ttheirfirstrodeodoingthis.

ThewomanherselfwaswaitingforthethugstograbholdofGeraldsothatshecouldgivehimtwotight

slapsacrosshisfacetoventoutallherfrustration.

Toeveryone’ssurprise,themomentoneofthemenrushedover,Geraldsimplylaunchedaswiftkickto

hisstomach,sendingthehundredandtwentykilogrammanflyingagoodtwentymetersaway!

Everyonecouldonlystarewide-eyedasthethugcollidedwiththemiddle-agedman’sHummer,causing

allofthecar’swindowstoshatterintopieces!

Astheglassshardsscatteredacrosstheroad,thewomaninstantlybeganscreaminginshock.Evenher

husbandwasflabbergastedbytheturnofevents.Afterall,everyonehadsimplyassumedthatGerald

wasjustapooryoungman.Nobodycould’veanticipatedhimtobethispowerful!



Afterseeingwhathappenedtotheirally,theremainingthugsdidn’tdaretomoveamuscleanymore,

andforgoodreasontoo.Theycouldallseethattheinjuredmanhadnowcurledintoaballfromthe

pain,andevenhismouthwasfoaming!TothinkthatGeraldhadalmostkilledtheirallywithasinglekick!

Onlyanidiotwoulddaremakeanothermovesosoonafterwitnessingsuchpower.

Seeingthatnobodywasattacking,Geraldresumedlookingatthetimeonhisphone.Fromthemoment

thecaraccidenthadhappened,quiteabitoftimehadpassed.Addingthattotheterribletrafficjam

beforethis,itwasnowalreadypastnineforty.Inotherwords,itwaslongpastthetimeGeraldhad

agreedtomeetupwithNoelle.

Noellemusthavebeenwaitinganxiouslyforhimthisentiretime,andfromwhatAidenhadtoldhim

yesterday,womenhateditmostwhenmendidn’tkeeptheirpromises.

Ashethoughtaboutit,hecouldn’thelpbutimagineMilawaitingforhimbackthen.

Unfortunately,hedidn’tshowupintimeandhewasn’tevenabletoseeherbeforeherdisappearance.

IfhemadeNoellewaitforhimtoolongatthehotel,thenallthegoodimpressionshehadmadeonher

thedaybeforewould’vebeenfornaught!ThethoughtofthatalonemadeGeraldfeelextremely

nervous.Hetrulycouldn’taffordtodelaythisanylonger!
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Turningtolookatthemiddle-agedmanwhowasstillparalyzedinfear,Geraldthenfishedhiscellphone

outtocallZack.

“Mr.Lyle,sendahelicopterovertowhereIam,immediately!IneedtoattendabirthdaybanquetASAP

andIdon’thaveapropermodeoftransportation!”



Followingthat,Geraldthenhunguphisphone.Hedefinitelywasn’tgoinganywhereinhiscarwithsuch

aterribletrafficjam,andhecouldn’tjustsitherewaitinganylonger.

Withthehelicopter,hewouldbeabletoreachthehotelrelativelyquickly.Evenso,therewasthe

obviousriskofhimexposinghistrueidentity.However,runningovertherewouldsimplytaketoolong.

Theretrulywasnootherwayotherthanheadingtherewithahelicopter.

“A…helicopter?”mutteredseveralofthepedestrianswhohadoverheardGerald’sconversationearlier.

Thoughitsoundedextremelyabsurd,manyofthemdidn’tdaretolaughafterseeinghowstrongGerald

was.Ofcourse,thatmeantthatsomeofthemstilldid.

“Didhetrulyjustasksomeonetopickhimupinahelicopter?Hemust’vegonebonkers!”

“Maybehe’sgottenabittoosimple-mindedafterspendingallhistimeonlytraininganddevelopinghis

fightingskills!”

AsmoreandmorepeoplebeganlaughingandmakingfunofGerald,themiddle-agedmanfinally

returnedtohissensesagain.Hisopponentwasjustsomekid!Whywasheeventhisfrightenedbyhim?

D*mnit!
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SinceGeraldwasstillstaringathisphone,themiddle-agedtookadvantageofthesituationbygetting

hisremainingmentosurroundhimagain.

Asplitsecondlater,themiddle-agedmanrevealedasmallbutverysharpknife!Aftergivingoutanother

order,theothermentookoutsimilarknivesaswell!



WithallofthempreparedtolaunchtheirattackonGerald,theenragedmiddle-agedmanwasjust

abouttoorderthemtoattackwhensuddenly,adroningsoundbeganfillingtheair!

Themenwerefamiliarenoughwiththesoundtoknowthatitwascomingfromahelicopter,andupon

realizingthis,allofthemfrozeinplaceintheiruttershock.

“A-Ahelicopterhastrulyarrived!”shoutedseveralofthepedestriansastheylookedupatthesky.

Hearingthat,manyofthestuckcardriversinstantlygotofftheirvehiclestohavealookforthemselves.

Thehelicopter—thatresembledahugefalconhoveringinthesky—wasnowslowlydescending,almost

asthoughitwaspreparingtoland.Duetohowcloseitwastotheground,thestrongwindsitproduced

weresoimmensethattheycouldcauseaperson’slipstocrack!

Soonenough,thoseonthehelicopterpinpointedwhereGeraldwasstanding…
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ThehelicopterblatantlylandedonGerald’sparkedcar.

Themiddle-agedmanandwomanwerebothdumbfounded.Thiswasbecausetherewereafewbig

charactersprintedonthesideofthehelicopterthatread‘MayberryCommercialGroup’!

ThismanwasactuallyamemberofMayberryCommercialGroup,anditseemedasthoughhisstatus

wasnotlow!



D*mnit!Thiswastooruthless!

Themiddle-agedmaninstantlybrokeoutincoldsweat.

“Mr.Crawford!”Ayoungmancamedownfromthehelicopterasherespectfullyemptiedthecockpit.

“Mm.Youcandrivethecarbackonmybehalf.Also,Iwantyoutolookintothebackgroundofthesefew

thugsbesidemebeforepunishingthemaccordingly!”Geraldinstructedasheputhiscellphoneaway.

“Youcanrestassured,Mr.Crawford!”Theyoungmanrepliedashenodded.

AsGeraldwasabouttoleave,hesawoneofthethugsholdingaknife,andhewasjustabouttostabthe

knifedirectlyintoGerald’swaist.Geraldglancedatthemanwhowasalreadyfrozeninplaceashebroke

outincoldsweatbecausehedidnotdaretomove.

Aguiltysmileappearedonhisfaceashesaid,“Mr…Mr.Crawford…”
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ThemanflewoutdirectlyafterGeraldgavehimaslapacrosshisface.

“Youaresuchabigman,butyouarecarryingsuchasmallknife.Whoareyoutryingtoscare?!”

Geraldwasspeechlessyetagain.



Hewouldhavetoleaveeverythingelseinhissubordinate’shandsnow.Geraldthengotintothecockpit

beforeflyingthehelicopteraway.Thepassersbywereallwailingandtremblinginshock.Thisscenewas

simplytooincredible!

Geraldthenguidedthehelicopteralong,andhenaturallydidnotencounteranymoreinterference

alongtheway.

Shortlyafter,hearrivedatLongthorneInternationalHotel.However,Geralddidnotparkhishelicopter

downstairsinaconspicuousmanner.Instead,hesimplyparkeddirectlyonthetopofthehotel.

Afterthat,hehurriedlytrottedallthewaydownstairs.

AftercallingNoelle,GeraldrealizedthatNoellewasstillwaitingforhimattheentranceofthehotel.

“Gerald,whydidyoucomeoutfrominsidethehotel?!”Noellecouldnothelpbutfeelsurprisedwhen

shesawGeraldrunningoutofthehotel.
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“Oh!Icamefromthebackdoor!”Geraldreluctantlyexplained.

Noelleimmediatelyunderstood.Shefeltthatsincetherewouldbemanymagnatescominginandoutof

theentranceofthehotel,Geraldwouldnaturallyfeelembarrassedtoo.Perhapsthatwasthereason

whyhehadchosentocomeinthroughthebackdoor.

“Heistheone?”



WhenGraciesawGerald,shehadasullenexpressiononherface.Shewasnotdonereprimandingher

daughteryet.

Accordingtoherwishes,regardlessofwhetherthismanhadsavedherdaughterornot,thatwas

secondary.Whatwasthebigdealanyway?Atmost,shecouldwaituntilsheresolvedtheirfamilycrisis

beforegivinghimasumofmoneyforsavingherdaughter,then.

GraciefeltthatNoelleshouldnotowehimthiskindofaffection.Whatdidshemeanbyinvitinghimhere

tocelebrateherbirthdaytoday?!

WhenPrestonsawGerald,hecouldnothelpbutfeelevenmorejealous.Itturnedoutthattheperson

thatNoellehadbeenwaitingforwasthiskid.

Shehadnotonlyinvitedhimtoattendherbirthdaycelebrationtoday,butshehadalsoinvitedthiskid.

Inanycase,PrestoninstantlyregardedGeraldashisloverival.

HecouldnothelpbutfeelevenmoreuncomfortablewhenhethoughtabouthowNoellehadbeen

lookingforwardtoGerald’sarrivaljustnow.

Afterall,Prestonhimselfwassorichandoutstanding,butNoelledidnotseemtocareaboutthatatall.

“Itisfinenowthatyouarehere!Itisalmostteno’clocknow!Weshouldhurryupandgoin!”Noellesaid

andsmiledslightlyasshelookedatGerald.

“Whoareyouaskingtogoin?!Youareaskinghimtocomeintoo?!Noelle,areyoureallyusingyour

brain?”GraciecouldnotstopherselffromscoldingNoelle.

Wasn’tNoelledeliberatelyincitingPrestonbydoingthis?!WhatifPrestonbecameveryangrybecause

ofthisincidentanddecidedtoleaveNoelle?Inthatcase,theShadwellfamilywouldhavemissedouton

agreatopportunitytoturnthingsaround!



However,atthistime,NoellehadalreadyledGeraldintothehotel.

Graciehurriedlychasedafterthem.

Intheend,onlyPrestonwasleftbehindwithalookofangerandresentmentonhisface.

‘Youbrat!YouactuallysucceededinmakingNoelletreatyousowell!Ihavebeenchasingandpursuing

herforoverhalfayearnow,andshehasnevergivenmeanyproperattentionbefore.Thebothofyou

haveonlyknowneachotherfortwodays!’

Prestonfeltasenseofhumiliationsweepingthroughhisentirebody.

Hegroundhisteethangrilybeforehetookouthiscellphonetomakeaphonecall…
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especiallysoforGracie’semotions.Itwouldnotbeanexaggerationtodescribethatallofher

menopausalsymptomsforthenextthirtyyearsofherlifehadanoutbreakatthisexactmoment.

Anyonecouldtellthatherdaughter,Noelle,hadaveryunusualrelationshipwiththisyoungman.Asa

personwhohadalreadygonethroughalloftheseexperiencesbefore,Graciecouldtellthather

daughterseemedtobeinterestedinthisyoungman.

However,NoellewasveryindifferenttowardPreston.IfGracieallowedthistodevelopanyfurther,it

wouldcertainlybeverytroublesomeifPrestonwasoffended.

Underthiskindofsituation,asNoelle’smother,Graciecouldnotjustletthispasswithoutcomingup

withasolution.Shecouldnotsimplycontinuewatchingasherdaughtertookonestepaftertheother



intoanabyss,right?!Therefore,Graciewasinafoulmood,andshewasveryunfriendlytowardGerald

duringthebanquet.

“Yourwagyusteakishere!”

Atthistime,thedisheswerefinallyserved.

Thewaiteralsobroughtthemaindish,whichwasthehighlightofthebirthday

banquettoday,intotheroom.

Afterthat,themanageralsofollowedthewaiterintotheroom.

Themanagerwasamiddle-agedman.InordertoshowhisrespectforPreston,hehaddecidedtocome

herepersonallytoservethemealandexplainitindetailtothem.

ItcouldevenbesaidthathewasactuallygivingtheShadwellfamilyalotofface.
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Gracietrulyfeltthatshereallyhadalotofface.

GeraldhadalreadyeateninmanyrestaurantsinMayberryCitybefore.Infact,hehadalreadylong

heardthatthewagyusteakattheLongthorneInternationalHotelwasveryfamous,butGeraldhad

nevertrieditbecausehehadn’tbeenherebefore.Thiswasalsothefirsttimethathehadevertriedthis



dish.

“Sir,doyouknowanythingaboutthisdish?”

AsGeraldwasabouttotastethedish,themanagerexchangedglanceswithPrestonbeforehesuddenly

interruptedGeraldwithacoldexpressiononhisface.

“Oh!Idon’treallyknowmuchaboutit!”Geraldrepliedasheshookhishead.

“Hmph.Youlooklikeyoucomefromthecountryside,right?Isthisyourfirsttimecomingtothe

LongthorneInternationalHotel?”Themanagersaidwithahintofsarcasminhistone.

Everyonepresent,includingafewofthegirls,couldnothelpbutputtheirchopsticksdownatthistime.

ItwasobviousthatthemanagerwassayingthesewordsbecausehewastargetingGerald.

“Whatdoyoumeanbythat?Evenifthisismyfirsttimehere,didIdoanythingwrong?”Geraldcould

alsosensethehintofsarcasminhiswords,andheinstantlyraisedhisheadtolookatthemanager.
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“Ourwagyusteakisusuallyeatenbyourmostprestigiousandpreciousguestsatthishotel.Itwouldbe

acompletewasteforsomeonelikeyou,whoobviouslyhasnotseenmuchoftheworld,toeatthis

wagyusteak!Men,comeandtakethisdishawayfromhim!”Themanagersaidlightly,withhishands

behindhisback.

“Whogaveyoutherightstodoso?!”



AlookofangerandresentmentflashedthroughNoelle’sfaceatthistime.Thismanagerdidnotonly

lookdownonpeople,buthehadnorespectforothersatall.

HowcouldshepossiblyknowthatthiswasallPreston’sdeliberatearrangement?

AstheyoungmasteroftheWakefamily,Prestonhadaveryinfluentialstatusin

thisplace.

Themanagerknewthisverywelltoo.Heknewthathiscareerandbusinesspathwouldcertainlygo

smoothlyinthefutureifhefavoredPreston.Also,hewouldbeabletobuildupagoodrelationshipwith

Prestonifheweretohumiliatethisyoungladheretoday.Therefore,howcouldthemanagerpossibly

letgoofsuchawonderfulopportunity?!

Atthistime,Prestonmerelysmiledcoldlyashestaredatthescenebeforehim.

“Waitaminute!”

Geraldputdownhisutensils.

Afterthat,helookedatthemanager,whohadasmuglookonhisface,ashesneeredandsaid,“Youare

openinganestablishmenttorunabusiness,soyoucannotgooverboard.Thisisthefoundationofthe

businessindustry.Itisyourdutytotreateachandeverycustomerequallyandwithrespect.Thisisalso

thevirtueanddutyofeverybusinessman.So,Mr.Manager,don’tyouthinkthatyouaretakingthingsa

littletoofar?”

“Pfft!Younglad,doIlooklikeIneedyoutoteachmealesson?Youlooksopoor!Everyonehereis

definitelyworthyenoughtoeatthefoodinourhotel.Youaretheonlypersonwhoisnotworthyatall!

Intruth,theonlyreasonwhyIdidnotkickyououtofthisplaceissimplybecauseIamgivingMr.Wake

andMissNoelleface!Youareactuallytryingtotalkbackandeducatemehere?!Youshouldtakeapiss

andlookatyourownreflectionfirst!”Themanagersaidcoldly.



Hesaideverythingthathewantedtowiththosefewwords,andthiswasexactlywhatPrestonwanted

tosee.

Youbrat!Youwanttoplaywithme?Howareyouevergoingtofightagainstme?!

“Men,come!Wherearethesecurityguards?Drivethisperson,whodoesnotknowhisownplace,out

ofourhotelnow!Ialsowantyouguystoputasigninfrontofthehotelstatingthatthiskindof

worthlesstrashisnotallowedtostepintoourhotelinthefuture!”Themanageryelledtohismen

outside.

Notlongafterthat,aboutfourtofivesecurityguardsrushedintotheprivateroom,almostasthough

theyhadalreadybeenonstandby.
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Itwasobviousthateverythinghadbeenpremeditated.

“Iwasinitiallyplanningongivingyousomeleeway,butitseemsasthoughyoudo

notwantitatall!”Geraldsaidcoldlyashesmiledatthemanager.

“Gerald,don’tattackhim!”Noellewasalittlefrightenedatthistime.

Atthispoint,sheknewthatPrestonmusthavesecretlyplannedforthemanagertodeliberately

humiliateandmakethingsdifficultforGerald.IfGeraldweretobeatthemanagerup,Prestonwould

certainlyhaveawaytodealwithGeraldforhisactions,then.Thus,NoellewantedtodissuadeGerald

fromdoingso.



“Attackhim?Hahaha!Idonotneedtopersonallytakeanyactionsagainstaworthlesspersonlikehim!

Infact,attheverybeginning,hewasstillworthyenoughtoreceiveafewslapsfromme.However,now,

heisnotworthyatall!”Geraldsneered.

“Younglad,Ithinkyoumustreallybetiredofliving!Men,come!Throwhimoutofthisplace!”The

managersneered.

Afterthat,helookedatGracieandtheothersashesaid,“Ms.ShadwellandMrs.Shadwell,IknowthatI

ambeingrudeanddisrespectful.However,Itrulycannotacceptthefactthatsuchavulgarpersonis

actuallysittingatthesametableasyou.Pleaseforgivemeformyactions!”

Gracieimmediatelystoodupasshesmiledandsaid,“Oh,don’tworry!Areyoukiddingme?Youcan

simplyactaccordingtoyourowndiscretion.Asforsomeirrelevantpeople,wedonotwanttobe

botheredwiththemeither!”GracieglancedcoldlyatGerald.

AsforGerald,hehadalreadytakenouthiscellphoneandsentatextmessageatthistime.

ThesecurityguardshadalreadygatheredaroundastheypreparedtotakeGeraldaway.
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Geraldsaid,“Thereisnoneedforyoutohurry.Yoursuperiorshouldbecomingoverhereinashort

while!”

“Mr.Zillan?Youaresayingthatheisgoingtocomeoverhere?F*ck!DoyouknowwhoMr.Zillanis?!



Evenifyoureallysentatextmessage,wouldn’tyousimplybereportingamattertothemanagement

anyway?Hahaha!Letmetellyousomething.Theinformationaboutthereportwillultimatelyendupin

myhandsanyway!Youngbrat,youwillcertainlybedumbfoundedatthattime!”Themanagersaidashe

laughed.

Thefewsecurityguardsalsolaughedoutloud.

“Heisreallyfullofhimself!”

GracieateamouthfuloffoodbeforesherolledhereyesatGerald.Afterthat,sheevenpouredacupof

wateronthegrounddirectlynearGerald’sfeettoventherangeranddissatisfaction.

Justasthemanagerwasabouttoaskthesecurityguardstoproceed,hiscellphonesuddenlystarted

ringing.

Themanagersnortedslightlybeforehetookouthiscellphone.Hewastakenabackwhenhesawhis

callerID.

“Mr.Zillan?!”Hesaidinshock.
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AsforPreston,heplayedaroundwithhiswatchatthistimeasheshookhisheadwithawrysmileonhis

face.

‘IsittrulyaphonecallfromUncleZillan?’



HecouldnothelpbutfeelthatGeraldwasprettywell-connectedashecouldactuallymakeareport

directlytoUncleZillan.

TheLongthorneInternationalHotelwasalargefamily-ownedenterprisewithMayberryCityasthecore

ofitsbusiness.Itadoptedthemodelofaninternationalhotelchain.However,notanyonecouldsimply

reportamatterdirectlytothehighermanagementofthehoteliftheywantedto.Itwasjustasthe

managerhadjustsaid.Ifanyonewantedtoreportanything,theywouldhavetogothroughhimfirst.

Thiswasalsothereasonwhyhedaredtoactsounscrupulously.Whatcouldapoorboypossiblydoto

himanyway?

However,sinceMr.Zillanwasthemanageroftheheadquarters,themanagerdidnotdaretoneglecthis

call.

AfternoddingatPreston,hehurriedlyansweredthephonecall.

“Yes!Yes!Yes!”

“What?”

“I…Iunderstand!”

Themanagerrepliedinthreesimplesentences.However,atthistime,hewasalreadyturningpaleashe

startedbreakingoutinasweat.Hewasobviouslyfeelingverynervous.

Prestonsaid,“UncleZillanisalsofriendswithmyfather.CoulditbepossiblethatUncleZillanisreally

goingtoteachyoualessonbecauseofthiskid?ShouldIcallmyfathertomakeaphonecalltoUncle

Zillan,then?”

“Howcanitpossiblybebecauseofthisstinkybratoverhere?!Theheadquartersdonotknowwhatis

happeningeither.However,heissimplymobilizingallofthestaff.Mr.Zillansaidthathewillbecoming



overtoassemblehereattheLongthorneInternationalHotelinashortwhile.Evenourchairman,whois

currentlyrecuperatinginthehospital,willalsobepersonallymakingatriphere!”

“Oh,myGod!Thecompanyhasneverencounteredthiskindofsituationbefore!Ihavetohurryupto

makesomepreparationsfortheuppermanagement’ssuddeninspection!”Themanagersaidexcitedly.
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solemnlyandrespectfully.Eventhehotelstaffwerenotanexception.Allofthemhadalready

assembledinthelobbyonthefirstfloorofthehotel.

Everyonewasveryexcitedwhentheyheardthatthechairmanwaspersonallymakingatripheretoday.

Therehadneverbeensuchathingbefore.

Themanager,Hazen,hadalsoputonasuitatthistimeashestoodasideinpreparationtogreetand

meetthechairman.

Hewasextremelynervousatthistime.

“AuntWauter,UncleShadwell,IknowalotofunclesfromtheLongthorneGroup.Sincetheyarecoming

overhere,Iwouldliketogodownandgreetthem.Otherwise,iftheyfindoutthatIdidnotgodownto

greetthemwhentheyarehere,theymightactuallyblamemeforbeingignorant!”

Atthistime,intheprivateroom,Prestonputdownthewineglassinhishandandspokeupashelooked

atGracie.

“Oh,ofcourse!Preston,youmustknowofmanybigandpowerfulfigures.LongthorneGroupisapublic



listedcompany.Sincetheiruppermanagementisheretovisit,itisonlynaturalforyoutogoandgreet

them!”

“Bytheway,Preston,theShadwellfamily’sbiggestbusinessisaboutiquefastfoodrestaurantchain.

AlthoughitcannotbecomparedtotheLongthorneInternationalHotel,itisstillacateringindustryafter

all.IwonderifyouwillbeabletoputagoodwordinforusinfrontofMr.Zillanlater?Itwouldbegreat

ifyoucouldsimplyhandourbusinesscardovertohim!”Gracieasked

embarrassedly.

“Thatwillnotbeanissue,AuntWauter.AlthoughIdonotpersonallyknowChairmanHayesWadder

fromLongthorneGroup,IamquitefamiliarwithMr.Zillan!”Prestonsaidashestretchedouthishandto

revealthegoldwatchonhishand.

Afterthat,hegrabbedhiswalletandstoodupimmediately.
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“Yes,yes.That’sright.ItwouldbegreatifwecouldexchangebusinesscardswithMr.Zillan.Itwould

alsobegreatifwecouldgettobrieflyintroduceourselvestohim.Let’sgotoo!”Thirdauntandthe

otherslaughedatthistime.

Afterthat,theystoodupandwalkedtowardthedoor.

Atthistime,manybigandsmallcarshadalreadygatheredoutsidetheentranceofthehotel.

Alloftheseniorexecutivesanduppermanagementpersonnelwereallhereregardlessofwhetherit

wasthehumanresourcesdepartmentorthefinancedepartment.Theywerehereaslongastheywerea

seniorofficer.



Everyonewassupportinganoldmanwhowasinhisseventiesandstilltremblingashewalked.

“ChairmanWadder!”Mr.Yandlesaidinsurprise.Hewasalreadyabouttokneelatthistime.

AsforChairmanWadder,heshudderedashehurriedlyspoketohispersonalassistantatthistime,

“Quick!HeadtoRoom602!”

Atthistime,Mr.Zillan,whowasbehindthechairman,wasalsoverypaleashehelpedthechairman

headupstairs.
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Atthistime,Mr.Yandlesuddenlyrealizedthatitseemedasthoughtheywerenothereforaninspection.

Instead,itfeltasthoughtheywereheretodealwithsomething.Whatwashappening?Room602?

Wasn’tthattheyoungmasterPreston’sroom?!

TheShadwellfamilymembers,whowerejustabouttogetintotheelevator,alsohappenedtoruninto

ChairmanWadderatthistime.

Graciewasabouttobowdowntoshowherrespecttothechairman,butthechairmandidnoteven

botherlookingatheratall.

Toeveryone’ssurprise,ChairmanWadderwalkeddirectlyintotheirprivateroomwiththehelpofhis

assistant.

Somethingthatmadeeveryonefeelevenmoreshockedandsurprisedhappenedinthenextmoment.



Assoonastheyarrivedatthedoor…

ChairmanWadderhadkneltonthegroundwithathud.Atthistime,hisfacewasalsocoveredintears

ashetrembleduncontrollably.

“Oh,myGod!”Gracieswallowedindisbelief.

Prestonwasalsodumbfoundedatthistime.

“Ididnotknowthatyouwerehere,Mr.Crawford!Ideservetodie!Ideservetodie!”

Hayeshadparticipatedinseveralimportantandgrandmeetingswiththechamberofcommerce,andhe

hadalreadywitnessedGerald’sgrandeurinthepast.

Justnow,hehadreceivedaphonecallfromtheMayberryCommercialGroupsayingthathis

subordinatewastryingtothrowMr.Crawfordoutofhishotel,andtheotherpartyhadactuallyasked

himwhathewasgoingtodoaboutthismatter?

Hayescouldnotbelievehisownears,andhehadcomeoverhereimmediatelyfromthehospital.

Atfirstglance,heimmediatelysawthatthepersonwhowassittingatthefurthestendofthetablewas

noneotherthanMr.Crawford!

ThereasonwhyLongthorneGroupcouldbesodeeplyrootedandhadsuchasteadydevelopmentinthe

businessindustryforsomanyyearswassimplybecauseMr.Lylehadalwaysbeentakinggoodcareof

themandlookingoutforthem.



IftheyweretooffendMr.Crawfordtoday,LongthorneGroupwouldcertainlybedonefor!

“ChairmanWadder,isyoursubordinatereallythatimpressive?Iwassimplytryingtoeatapieceof

wagyusteak,andheactuallyaskedthesecurityguardstocomeoverheretothrowmeout!”Geraldsaid

ashesmiledbitterly.

“Ihavealreadyheardaboutit!”Thechairmancriedoutbeforeheslowlystoodupwithhisassistant’s

help.

“WhereisHazenYandle?!”ThechairmanaskedashelookedatMr.Zillan.

Hazenwasstandingattheentranceoftheprivateroom,andhewaswatchingtheincrediblescenethat

wasunfoldingbeforehisveryeyeswithGracieandtheothers.

Assoonasheheardthechairmancallinghisname,Hazenranovertohimimmediately.

ThePoorestRichMan1239|THEINVISIBLERICHMAN1239|TheSecretlyRichMan1239

CHAPTERLIST“ChairmanWadder,yourbodyissofrailanddelicatenow.Howcouldyoukneelinfrontof

thisstinkybrat?!Iwillfindsomeonetodealwithhimrightnow!”Hazensaidviciously.

ThechairmanwasinstantlyenragedashestaredatHazenindisbelief.Afterthat,heshoutedatMr.

Zillan,“Beathimup!Iwantyoutobeathimupuntilhismouthisallswollen!”

Mr.Zillanhurriedlyreplied,“Yes,sir!”

Assoonashewavedhishand,severalofthechairman’spersonalbodyguardshurriedlycameforward

directlybeforepressingHazendownontheground.Therewasevenabodyguardwhobroughtabaton

over.



“Chairman!WhatdidIdowrong?!”Hazenwasfilledwithgrievanceashecriedoutloud.

Aloudsoundcame,andthebodyguardhadalreadyhitHazenonhismouthwith

thebaton.

Atthistime,Hazen’snoseandmouthwerefilledwithblood.

Hazen’seyeswerealsofilledwithtears.

Whenthepeopleonthesidelinesawthis,theywereallterrified,especiallyGracieandtheotherwomen.

Whenhadtheyeverwitnessedthiskindofscene?!

Thebodyguardscontinuedbeatingthemanagerupatthistime.
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Hazen’steethwereflyingout,andhewasspurtingbloodoutofhismouth.

Intheend,hegotbeatenupuntilhewasalmosthalfdead.Hazenwasconvulsingashelayonthe

ground.

“Mr.Zillan,whatisgoingonwiththismatter?!WhogaveHazenYandlethecouragetoactthatway?”

ChairmanWadderaskedasheglancedatHazenbeforehelookedatMr.Zillan.



“IhavealreadyspokentosomeofHazen’sassistantsjustnow.Ifoundoutthatthereasonwhyhedared

todoallthisisbecausesomeonenamedPrestonWakecalledhiminadvancetoaskhimtoactinthat

manner!”Mr.Zillan’svoicewasverycoldandstern.

HenaturallyknewwhoPrestonwas,andhealsoknewPreston’sfather.However,theWakefamilywas

basicallydoneforatthistime.Therefore,Mr.Zillannaturallywantedtocutoffalltieswiththem.

Beforehecouldfinishspeaking,thebodyguardshadalreadydraggedPrestonovertothescene.

“Mr.Zillan,whatareyouguystryingtodo?!Myfatheris…”

Beforehecouldevenfinishhissentence,Prestonhadalreadyreceivedatightslapacrosshisface.
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“YoudaretocausetroubleforLongthorneInternationalHotel?!Icannottoleratethisatall!Continue

slappinghimonmybehalf!”ChairmanWadderyelledoutloud.

“What?!”Prestonwasshocked.

Thebodyguardshadalreadysteppedforwardtodoastheyweretold.

Atthistime,Gracieandtheotherswereallstunnedanddumbfounded.

“Gerald,this…whatisgoingon?”



Noellewasalsofrightenedatthistime.Shetrulydidnotexpectsuchbigtroubleandsuchahugescene

tounfoldjustbecauseGeraldhadmadeasmallreport.

WhenGraciesaweverythingthatwashappeninginsidetheroom,sheswallowedwildly,afraidthatshe

wouldalsogetbeatenup.

So,shesubconsciouslywalkedtowardGerald’ssidebecausesheknewthatitwouldbesafestforherto

staybyGerald’ssideatthistime.

Verysoon,Prestonwasbeatenupuntilhisfacewasallbloody.Thefourorfivebodyguards’handswere

alsoswollen.Afterthat,theyliftedPrestonupbeforethrowinghimoutofthehotel.

Afterthechairmanhadapologizedrepeatedlytohim,Geraldfinallyfeltalittlesatisfied.

Graciewasextremelysurprised.

Whatwasgoingon?

ThechairmanhadactuallyorderedhismentobeatPrestonupjustbecauseGeraldhadmadeasmall

report.

Thiswasbeyondcommonsense.Somethingwasnotright!Heryearsofexperienceinstantlymadeher

realizethatsomethingwasnotright!Moreover,itseemedasthoughthechairmanwasalsoveryafraid

ofhim.

Atthismoment,Graciequietlypulledherdaughter,Noelle,aside.ShewantedhertoaskGeraldabout

hisbackgroundandidentity.

WhywasthechairmanreferringtohimasMr.Crawford?!CoulditbethathewastheMr.Crawford



fromMayberryCity,then?!
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CHAPTERLIST“Gerald?Areyoufullalready?”askedNoelleassheattemptedtostophimfromleaving.

Thesubsequentbirthdaypartywasextremelyhastyifanything,mainlyduetowhathappenedawhile

back.Evenso,nobodydaredtospeakupanylonger,especiallyGraciewhohadremainedobediently

quietthisentiretime.

“IndeedIam!”

“Isee…Bytheway,Gerald,mymomwantedmetoaskyouwhatyoudidforaliving…”askedNoelleina

softtone,thoughitwasevidentthatshewascuriousaboutthataswell.

Afterall,everyonehadseenhowChairmanWaddertreatedGeraldearlier.

“Me?Goodquestion!IwonderwhatIdoforalivingmyself!”

Hearingthat,Noellesimplyrepliedwithalaugh.Geraldwasgettingmoreandmoremysteriousbythe

second…

“Actually…Could…itbethatyou’rethelegendaryandmysteriousMr.CrawfordfromMayberryCity…?”

askedNoelleagain,hervoicegentle.



Bythatpoint,GracieandtheothershadgatheredbehindNoelle.Allofthemwereholdingontotheir

breathsastheyanxiouslylookedatGeraldwhileawaitinghisanswer.

Geraldhimselfsimplyshookhisheadwithawrysmileonhisfacebeforereplying,“Isitimportant

whetherI’mhimornot?Tobequitefrank,there’ssomethingI’veneededyourhelpwithforsometime

now,Noelle…Iwonderifyouseemeasafriendenoughtowillinglylendmeahand…”
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HiseyeswereseriousashestaredatNoellewhileaskingthatquestion.

Afterobservinghowshekeptlookingathimforawhile,Geraldcoulddiscernthatherfeelingstoward

himseemedtobedifferentfrombefore.Theyfeltmuchmoresincere.

Withthatinmind,Geraldfeltthatitwasfinallyasuitabletimetoaskthatquestion.Hewashonestly

alsoslightlyworriedthatifheallowedthosefeelingstocontinuedevelopingbeyondthispoint,he

wouldinevitablyenduphurtingher.

“Also,regardingthecrisistheShadwellsarecurrentlyfacing…Let’sjustsaythatyou’llbereceivingthe

fundingyourequirebeforelong.Oncethathappens,youwon’tbeboggeddownbytoomanyworries

andallofyouwillbeabletodoasyoupleaseagain!”addedGerald.

Uponhearingthat,Gracieandtheothersimmediatelytookinadeepbreath.

IfGeraldhadsaidthesamethingaboutanhourago,thenGraciewould’vecertainlyassumedthathis

statementwasfake.Now,however,sheknewthateverywordhesaidwasentirelytrue.



“ButofcourseItreatyouasafriend!Infact,I’veconsideredyoutobemybestfriendeversinceyou

savedmefromthatkidnappingattempt!Abestfriendthathasquiteabitofsecrets…Regardless,now

thatyou’veevenhelpedmyfamily,Itrulywishtorepaymygratitudetoyou!Whathelpdoyouneed?

I’dgladlylendahand!”repliedNoelle,resolutioninhertone.

WhileshehadbeengratefultowardGeraldforawhilenow,Noellehadn’treallyseenhimasanything

morethanagoodfriend.Afterspendingmoretimearoundhim,however,shewasnowseeinga

differentsidetoGerald.Notonlywasheshroudedbymystery,buthewasalsosurroundedbyastrong

aura.Deeplyintriguedbythesetwoattributes,itmadeherrealizethatshewasstartingtogetattracted

tohim…
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Withthatinmind,aslongasshecouldmakeGeraldhappybyhelpinghim,she’dcertainlyattempttodo

whateverheaskedfor.

UponseeinghowwillingandsincereNoelle’sreplyhadbeen,Geraldimmediatelygrewexcitedthough

hedidn’tshowit.

“…However,there’sonethingIwishforinreturn!”addedNoelle.

“Whatisit?”

“OnceIhelpyou,I’dlikeyoutotellmeyourtrueidentity…Idon’twantyoutohideitfrommeanymore!

Isthatacceptable…?”askedNoelleasshelookedatGeraldwithasmile.

“Deal!”repliedGeraldextremelystraightforwardly.

ThesecondGeraldsaidthatherequiredadropoffreshbloodfromNoelle’sfinger,Noelle,Gracie,and

theotherswereexceedinglyconfusedanddoubtfulabouthisrequest.Nevertheless,itwasn’tthatbiga

dealsoNoellesimplyhandedhimadropofinvigoratingblood…



Withthatdone,thatmeantthatGeraldhadtokeephissideofthepromise.Noticingthateveryonewas

extremelyeagertoseehowhewasgoingtoexplaintheincidentearlier,Geraldwasn’taboutto

shamelesslybreakhispromise.

Afterlaughingbitterlyforawhile,hefishedaroundinhispocketbeforetakingoutatinydevice.Upon

pressingit,twotiny‘beeps’couldbeheard.

Allwassilentforawhile…Untilsecondslater,droningcouldbeheardcomingfromatopthebuilding!

Was…Wasthatahelicopter…?

Theirquestionwasansweredshortlyafterwhentrueenough,ahelicopterbegantakingofffromthetop

ofthebuilding!
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Theblackhelicopter—thatlookedsimilartoafalcon—wasunmanned,anditwascurrentlyflyingitself

towardGerald’slocationthroughitsautopilotsystem,absolutelystupefyingeveryoneelsewhosawit.

Thathelicopter…Ithadtocostatleastfifteenmilliondollars,right…?DiditbelongtoGerald?

Noellefoundherselfcoveringhermouthinherflabbergastedstate.Geraldhadgivenallofthemhis

answerwithoutevenneedingtodirectlysayit.

Soonenough,thehelicoptertoucheddownandGeraldgotintothecockpit.



LookingatNoellefrominsidethehelicopter,hethensmiledbeforesaying,“There’syouranswer.If

there’sanythingelseyouneedinthefuture,justlookforZack!”

Afterflashingheranothersubtlesmile,hethenflewthehelicopterawaywithouteventurningtotakea

secondglance.

“…Oh…my…God.He…H-hereallywasMr.CrawfordfromMayberry!Gerald’sMr.Crawford!Mygod,

we’regoingtoberich!TheShadwellsaregoingtobelivingprosperously!”shoutedGracieasshebegan

dancingaroundinjoy.

Whileeveryonewascelebrating,Noelleseemedtobetheonlyonewhowasataloss.It…Itseemedlike

shehadjustlostsomethingveryimportant…

Geraldhimselfhadfinallyacquiredhisseconddropofinvigoratingblood.Asthesayingwent,truethings

trulydidcometothosewhowaited!

Regardless,Geraldhadnotimetowasteandheimmediatelytrieddetectingtheyinaurafromtheblood

thathehadkeptwithinasmallbottle.Theresultsweresimultaneouslysurprisinganddelightful.
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‘OnceI’vereceivedthebaptismofheaven,I’llundergoarapidincreaseinstrength!Inotherwords,I

won’tbehelplessanymorebeforeQueena!Speakingofwhich,thepledgeoftheholywaterisaboutto

beginsoon…Iwonderhowgrandpaandtheothergreatmastersaredoingrightnow…Couldtheystill

besearchingforwherethepledgeoftheholywaterwasbeingheld…?’



Thoughhewascuriousabouthowhisgrandfatherwasdoing,Geraldwasn’tparticularlyworriedabout

him.Afterall,Christopherwasthereaswell,andthatoldmanhadundergonesuchimmensetraining

thatGeraldcouldsafelysaythathewasapowerfulperson,evenamongtheothergreatmasters.

Evenso,hewasnowunderGerald’scontrol,andGeraldhadlefttheissueofChristopher’slifeanddeath

tobemanagedbyhisgrandfather.Withthatinmind,Christopherwasprettymuchforcedtohelp

Gerald’sgrandfather,evenifhedidn’twantto.

Whateverthecasewas,theonlythingleftforGeraldtodo—oncehewasabletoridhimselfofhis

currentpredestinedrelationship—waslocatethewomaninwhite.

‘OnceQueena’soutofthepicture,I’llhopefullybeabletofindthewomaninwhitewithoutmuch

trouble!SinceallthemysteriesoftheSunLeagueareconnectedwiththewomaninwhiteandjudging

fromhowmuchI’vecurrentlyprogressed,I’mdefinitelyslowlygettingclosertothetruth!’Gerald

thoughttohimself.

Regardless,nowthathewashighintheskyinhishelicopter,Geraldsprinkledthebloodoverthejade

charm.Immediatelyafter,hesensedthatthejadecharmwasalreadyattemptingtolocatethestone.

Withthatinmind,Geraldcalmedhimselfaswell,hopingtodetecttheZircobsitestoneforhimself.

Itwasn’tlongbeforeGeraldheardalowrumble.Theoddthingwas,theoddrumbledidn’tseemtobe

comingfromanexternalsource.Instead,Geraldcouldhearitcomingfromthedepthsofhisheart!As

thesoundcontinuedresonatinginhismind,Geraldcouldalmostfeelhisbodypulsatinginrhythmwith

it.Itwasalmostasthoughhisbodywasinteractingwithitssurroundings.

Itdidn’ttakelongbeforeGeraldbegansensingaparticularareathatseemedtoemanateamysterious

‘repelling’power.Inotherwords,theareaseemedtobeactivelypreventinghimfromheadinginthat

direction.
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GeraldknewforafactthatthatmeantthattheZircobsitewasthere.Afterall,theZircobsitewasastone

filledwithyangenergy.Itwasonlynaturalfortheyin-filledbloodtorepelagainstit.

Feelingecstatic,Geraldthenshoutedtohimself,“I’vegotyounow!”

Withoutthinkingmuch,Geraldthenbeganflyingthehelicopterinthatdirection.Itwasonlywhenhe

washalfwaytherewhenhesoonrealizedthathewasheadingtoward…

“…MountainTop?”Geraldmutteredtohimselfinsurprise.

‘…Holdon,aren’tIheadedforMountainTopVillanow…?Couldthestonehavebeenburiedinthe

innermostpartsofMountainTopthisentiretime…?’

Upontouchingdownatopthemountain,hegotoutofhishelicopter.Withhowstronglyhisheartwas

reactingnowthathewasstandinghere,Geraldgottheconfirmationthatheneededthatthiswasthe

placehewaslookingfor.

Shortlyafterhisarrival,theentiremountainbeganshaking,andseveraloftheplantsgrowingthere

werequicktowitheraswell!Geralddeducedthattheplantswerebeingsuckeddryduetothesudden

releaseofyangenergy.

Thoughhewasextremelyhappytofinallyhavelocatedthestone,Geraldimmediatelysuppressedhis

joyandgaveZackacall.

HehadalreadytoldZackaboutwhatneededtobedoneoncetheitemhewaslookingforwasfound.

Duetothat,themomentZackansweredthecall,theprojectinstantlycommenced.



Zackhimselfhadalreadyhiredanengineeringteamthatconsistedofafewthousandpeople,andthey

weretobeginworkingassoonasZackorderedforit.Theteamwasexpectedtooperatefortwenty-four

hourswithoutstoppinguntiltheywereabletopenetratethemountain’ssurfaceandobtainwhatMr.

Crawfordneeded…

ThePoorestRichMan1242Theblackhelicopter—thatlookedsimilartoafalcon—wasunmanned,andit

wascurrentlyflyingitselftowardGerald’slocationthroughitsautopilotsystem,absolutelystupefying

everyoneelsewhosawit.

Thathelicopter…Ithadtocostatleastfifteenmilliondollars,right…?DiditbelongtoGerald?

Noellefoundherselfcoveringhermouthinherflabbergastedstate.Geraldhadgivenallofthemhis

answerwithoutevenneedingtodirectlysayit.

Soonenough,thehelicoptertoucheddownandGeraldgotintothecockpit.

LookingatNoellefrominsidethehelicopter,hethensmiledbeforesaying,“There’syouranswer.If

there’sanythingelseyouneedinthefuture,justlookforZack!”

Afterflashingheranothersubtlesmile,hethenflewthehelicopterawaywithouteventurningtotakea

secondglance.

“…Oh…my…God.He…H-hereallywasMr.CrawfordfromMayberry!Gerald’sMr.Crawford!Mygod,

we’regoingtoberich!TheShadwellsaregoingtobelivingprosperously!”shoutedGracieasshebegan

dancingaroundinjoy.

Whileeveryonewascelebrating,Noelleseemedtobetheonlyonewhowasataloss.It…Itseemedlike

shehadjustlostsomethingveryimportant…



Geraldhimselfhadfinallyacquiredhisseconddropofinvigoratingblood.Asthesayingwent,truethings

trulydidcometothosewhowaited!

Regardless,Geraldhadnotimetowasteandheimmediatelytrieddetectingtheyinaurafromtheblood

thathehadkeptwithinasmallbottle.Theresultsweresimultaneouslysurprisinganddelightful.
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‘OnceI’vereceivedthebaptismofheaven,I’llundergoarapidincreaseinstrength!Inotherwords,I

won’tbehelplessanymorebeforeQueena!Speakingofwhich,thepledgeoftheholywaterisaboutto

beginsoon…Iwonderhowgrandpaandtheothergreatmastersaredoingrightnow…Couldtheystill

besearchingforwherethepledgeoftheholywaterwasbeingheld…?’

Thoughhewascuriousabouthowhisgrandfatherwasdoing,Geraldwasn’tparticularlyworriedabout

him.Afterall,Christopherwasthereaswell,andthatoldmanhadundergonesuchimmensetraining

thatGeraldcouldsafelysaythathewasapowerfulperson,evenamongtheothergreatmasters.

Evenso,hewasnowunderGerald’scontrol,andGeraldhadlefttheissueofChristopher’slifeanddeath

tobemanagedbyhisgrandfather.Withthatinmind,Christopherwasprettymuchforcedtohelp

Gerald’sgrandfather,evenifhedidn’twantto.

Whateverthecasewas,theonlythingleftforGeraldtodo—oncehewasabletoridhimselfofhis

currentpredestinedrelationship—waslocatethewomaninwhite.

‘OnceQueena’soutofthepicture,I’llhopefullybeabletofindthewomaninwhitewithoutmuch

trouble!SinceallthemysteriesoftheSunLeagueareconnectedwiththewomaninwhiteandjudging

fromhowmuchI’vecurrentlyprogressed,I’mdefinitelyslowlygettingclosertothetruth!’Gerald

thoughttohimself.



Regardless,nowthathewashighintheskyinhishelicopter,Geraldsprinkledthebloodoverthejade

charm.Immediatelyafter,hesensedthatthejadecharmwasalreadyattemptingtolocatethestone.

Withthatinmind,Geraldcalmedhimselfaswell,hopingtodetecttheZircobsitestoneforhimself.

Itwasn’tlongbeforeGeraldheardalowrumble.Theoddthingwas,theoddrumbledidn’tseemtobe

comingfromanexternalsource.Instead,Geraldcouldhearitcomingfromthedepthsofhisheart!As

thesoundcontinuedresonatinginhismind,Geraldcouldalmostfeelhisbodypulsatinginrhythmwith

it.Itwasalmostasthoughhisbodywasinteractingwithitssurroundings.

Itdidn’ttakelongbeforeGeraldbegansensingaparticularareathatseemedtoemanateamysterious

‘repelling’power.Inotherwords,theareaseemedtobeactivelypreventinghimfromheadinginthat

direction.
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GeraldknewforafactthatthatmeantthattheZircobsitewasthere.Afterall,theZircobsitewasastone

filledwithyangenergy.Itwasonlynaturalfortheyin-filledbloodtorepelagainstit.

Feelingecstatic,Geraldthenshoutedtohimself,“I’vegotyounow!”

Withoutthinkingmuch,Geraldthenbeganflyingthehelicopterinthatdirection.Itwasonlywhenhe

washalfwaytherewhenhesoonrealizedthathewasheadingtoward…

“…MountainTop?”Geraldmutteredtohimselfinsurprise.

‘…Holdon,aren’tIheadedforMountainTopVillanow…?Couldthestonehavebeenburiedinthe

innermostpartsofMountainTopthisentiretime…?’



Upontouchingdownatopthemountain,hegotoutofhishelicopter.Withhowstronglyhisheartwas

reactingnowthathewasstandinghere,Geraldgottheconfirmationthatheneededthatthiswasthe

placehewaslookingfor.

Shortlyafterhisarrival,theentiremountainbeganshaking,andseveraloftheplantsgrowingthere

werequicktowitheraswell!Geralddeducedthattheplantswerebeingsuckeddryduetothesudden

releaseofyangenergy.

Thoughhewasextremelyhappytofinallyhavelocatedthestone,Geraldimmediatelysuppressedhis

joyandgaveZackacall.

HehadalreadytoldZackaboutwhatneededtobedoneoncetheitemhewaslookingforwasfound.

Duetothat,themomentZackansweredthecall,theprojectinstantlycommenced.

Zackhimselfhadalreadyhiredanengineeringteamthatconsistedofafewthousandpeople,andthey

weretobeginworkingassoonasZackorderedforit.Theteamwasexpectedtooperatefortwenty-four

hourswithoutstoppinguntiltheywereabletopenetratethemountain’ssurfaceandobtainwhatMr.

Crawfordneeded…
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wascurrentlyflyingitselftowardGerald’slocationthroughitsautopilotsystem,absolutelystupefying

everyoneelsewhosawit.

Thathelicopter…Ithadtocostatleastfifteenmilliondollars,right…?DiditbelongtoGerald?

Noellefoundherselfcoveringhermouthinherflabbergastedstate.Geraldhadgivenallofthemhis

answerwithoutevenneedingtodirectlysayit.

Soonenough,thehelicoptertoucheddownandGeraldgotintothecockpit.



LookingatNoellefrominsidethehelicopter,hethensmiledbeforesaying,“There’syouranswer.If

there’sanythingelseyouneedinthefuture,justlookforZack!”

Afterflashingheranothersubtlesmile,hethenflewthehelicopterawaywithouteventurningtotakea

secondglance.

“…Oh…my…God.He…H-hereallywasMr.CrawfordfromMayberry!Gerald’sMr.Crawford!Mygod,

we’regoingtoberich!TheShadwellsaregoingtobelivingprosperously!”shoutedGracieasshebegan

dancingaroundinjoy.

Whileeveryonewascelebrating,Noelleseemedtobetheonlyonewhowasataloss.It…Itseemedlike

shehadjustlostsomethingveryimportant…

Geraldhimselfhadfinallyacquiredhisseconddropofinvigoratingblood.Asthesayingwent,truethings

trulydidcometothosewhowaited!

Regardless,Geraldhadnotimetowasteandheimmediatelytrieddetectingtheyinaurafromtheblood

thathehadkeptwithinasmallbottle.Theresultsweresimultaneouslysurprisinganddelightful.
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‘OnceI’vereceivedthebaptismofheaven,I’llundergoarapidincreaseinstrength!Inotherwords,I

won’tbehelplessanymorebeforeQueena!Speakingofwhich,thepledgeoftheholywaterisaboutto

beginsoon…Iwonderhowgrandpaandtheothergreatmastersaredoingrightnow…Couldtheystill

besearchingforwherethepledgeoftheholywaterwasbeingheld…?’



Thoughhewascuriousabouthowhisgrandfatherwasdoing,Geraldwasn’tparticularlyworriedabout

him.Afterall,Christopherwasthereaswell,andthatoldmanhadundergonesuchimmensetraining

thatGeraldcouldsafelysaythathewasapowerfulperson,evenamongtheothergreatmasters.

Evenso,hewasnowunderGerald’scontrol,andGeraldhadlefttheissueofChristopher’slifeanddeath

tobemanagedbyhisgrandfather.Withthatinmind,Christopherwasprettymuchforcedtohelp

Gerald’sgrandfather,evenifhedidn’twantto.

Whateverthecasewas,theonlythingleftforGeraldtodo—oncehewasabletoridhimselfofhis

currentpredestinedrelationship—waslocatethewomaninwhite.

‘OnceQueena’soutofthepicture,I’llhopefullybeabletofindthewomaninwhitewithoutmuch

trouble!SinceallthemysteriesoftheSunLeagueareconnectedwiththewomaninwhiteandjudging

fromhowmuchI’vecurrentlyprogressed,I’mdefinitelyslowlygettingclosertothetruth!’Gerald

thoughttohimself.

Regardless,nowthathewashighintheskyinhishelicopter,Geraldsprinkledthebloodoverthejade

charm.Immediatelyafter,hesensedthatthejadecharmwasalreadyattemptingtolocatethestone.

Withthatinmind,Geraldcalmedhimselfaswell,hopingtodetecttheZircobsitestoneforhimself.

Itwasn’tlongbeforeGeraldheardalowrumble.Theoddthingwas,theoddrumbledidn’tseemtobe

comingfromanexternalsource.Instead,Geraldcouldhearitcomingfromthedepthsofhisheart!As

thesoundcontinuedresonatinginhismind,Geraldcouldalmostfeelhisbodypulsatinginrhythmwith

it.Itwasalmostasthoughhisbodywasinteractingwithitssurroundings.

Itdidn’ttakelongbeforeGeraldbegansensingaparticularareathatseemedtoemanateamysterious

‘repelling’power.Inotherwords,theareaseemedtobeactivelypreventinghimfromheadinginthat

direction.
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GeraldknewforafactthatthatmeantthattheZircobsitewasthere.Afterall,theZircobsitewasastone

filledwithyangenergy.Itwasonlynaturalfortheyin-filledbloodtorepelagainstit.

Feelingecstatic,Geraldthenshoutedtohimself,“I’vegotyounow!”

Withoutthinkingmuch,Geraldthenbeganflyingthehelicopterinthatdirection.Itwasonlywhenhe

washalfwaytherewhenhesoonrealizedthathewasheadingtoward…

“…MountainTop?”Geraldmutteredtohimselfinsurprise.

‘…Holdon,aren’tIheadedforMountainTopVillanow…?Couldthestonehavebeenburiedinthe

innermostpartsofMountainTopthisentiretime…?’

Upontouchingdownatopthemountain,hegotoutofhishelicopter.Withhowstronglyhisheartwas

reactingnowthathewasstandinghere,Geraldgottheconfirmationthatheneededthatthiswasthe

placehewaslookingfor.

Shortlyafterhisarrival,theentiremountainbeganshaking,andseveraloftheplantsgrowingthere

werequicktowitheraswell!Geralddeducedthattheplantswerebeingsuckeddryduetothesudden

releaseofyangenergy.

Thoughhewasextremelyhappytofinallyhavelocatedthestone,Geraldimmediatelysuppressedhis

joyandgaveZackacall.

HehadalreadytoldZackaboutwhatneededtobedoneoncetheitemhewaslookingforwasfound.

Duetothat,themomentZackansweredthecall,theprojectinstantlycommenced.

Zackhimselfhadalreadyhiredanengineeringteamthatconsistedofafewthousandpeople,andthey



weretobeginworkingassoonasZackorderedforit.Theteamwasexpectedtooperatefortwenty-four

hourswithoutstoppinguntiltheywereabletopenetratethemountain’ssurfaceandobtainwhatMr.

Crawfordneeded…

ThePoorestRichMan1242Soonenough,afewthousandworkersarrived,readyforduty.

Sincetheirtaskwastopenetratethemountain,theyhadnorealchoicebuttofirstdemolishMountain

TopVilla.

Ofcourse,withsuchamajoroperationhappening,observantpeoplesoonrealizedwhatwashappening.

Withthat,newsaboutitbeganspreadingonlinelikewildfire,causingaheateddiscussionamongthose

inMayberry.

“AretheyreallyplanningtodemolishMountainTopVilla?”

“Theyare!D*mnit!Toevenconsiderdemolishingthatvillathatcostoverahundredandtwentymillion

dollars…Howrichtheymustbe!”discussedfansofthebuildingamongthemselves.

Regardless,evenwithsomuchinformationabouttheincidentcirculatingthenet,theadministrative

departmentofMountainTopVillahadn’tseemedtoreceiveanynewsaboutthedemolitionyet.Itdidn’t

helpthatwhenZackwantedsomethingdone,hedidn’teverexplainhimselftothosefromthe

subordinatedepartments.Afterall,tohim,therewasnoneedto.

However,itshouldbenotedthatfortheadministrativedepartment,MountainTopVillawasn’tjust

someordinaryresidence.Ithadbeenpainstakinglybuiltwiththecombinedeffortsofseveralengineers.

Tothosefromthatdepartment,itwaslessofabuildingthanitwasapieceofart.

Movingbacktothepresent,astheworkerscontinuedperformingtheirtasks,anangry-looking



woman—wholookedtobearoundtwenty-seven—stompedherwaytowardoneofthembefore

shouting,“Holdit!Whothehelltoldallofyoutodemolishthisplace!Aren’tyouawareofwhoowns

thisplace?Howverydaring!”

“Lady,wegetordersfromChairmanLyle,weexecutethem.Ifyouhaveanyproblemswiththat,then

justgomeethimdirectly!”sneeredtheworkerinresponse.

Hisresponsemadehersoangrythatsheinstantlytookinadeepbreathtocalmhernerves.Raisingher

headtolookatthemanyotherworkers—fromthedemolishingteam—whowerehigherupthe

crowdedmountain,thewomanthenfrownedbeforemakingherwayupthere.
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Themomentshearrived,however,shewasjustintimetohearadeafeningexplosion,followedbythe

sightofoneofMountainTopVilla’swallscrumblingtotheground!

Shewasjustsecondstoolatetoattempttopreventsomethinglikethatfromhappening.Knowingthat,

thesaddenedwomaninstantlybeganscowlingatallthoserudepeopleextremelysternly!

Atthatmoment,bothZackandGeraldwereinthegardenofMountainTopVilla.

TurningtolookatGerald,Zackexplained,“Basedonourestimations,thefastesttheprojectcanbe

completedwillbeintwodaysandnights!”

“Noted.Docontinueworkinghardthroughoutthesetwodaysthen,ChairmanLyle.Besuretokeepan

eyearoundhereandshouldtherebeanynews,contactmeimmediately!”repliedGerald.



“Verywell,Mr.Crawford!”

AssoonasZack’ssentenceended,abodyguardcamerunningoverbeforesaying,“Mr.Crawford!

There’sawomanattemptingtocausetroubleoutthere!Shesaysshe’sfromtheMayberryOrganization

aswell,andshe’sdesperatelytryingtogetinthewayoftheproject!Ifpossible,we’dliketoforceher

outofthisplace!Whatdoyousay,Mr.Crawford?”

“Whatab*stard!HowdareanyonetrytostopMr.Crawfordfromdoingwhathewants!Getthatperson

outofthisplacenomatterwhotheyare!”roaredZack.
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“B-beforethat,shesaidhernamewasRita!Shetoldusthataslongaswementionedhername,you’d

knowwhoshewas,ChairmanLyle!”repliedtheguard.

“…R-Rita…?”mutteredZack,stunnedasheturnedtolookatGerald.

RitawasMila’ssecondcousin,andshecouldbeconsideredtobeMr.Crawford’seldersister.Withthat

inmind,Zack’sangerimmediatelydissipated.

Geraldhimselfwasshockedtohearthatfamiliarnameoutoftheblue.Afterall,hepreviouslyhadquite

anumberofencounterswithRita,andheknewforafactthatherrelationshipwithMilawasverygood.

‘What’sMila’ssecondcousindoinghere…?’

ThoughGeraldhadmissedbothMilaandhisownfamilythroughoutthetwoyears,hecertainlyhadn’t

forgottentobeconcernedabouttheconditionofMila’sfamily.

AslongastherewasawaytocompensateMila’sfamily,he’ddefinitelydosowithouttheslightest



hesitation.Uptillthispoint,GeraldhadmadesurethattheSmithswouldbeabletoliveworry-freefora

fewgenerationsmonetary-wise.Itwastheleasthecoulddo.

Regardless,eventhoughhehadreturnedtoMayberrytwicewithinthesetwoyears,hehadnever

personallyvisitedanyofMila’sfamilymembersthroughoutthattime.Afterall,eversinceMilawent

missing,hehadfeltimmenseguilttowardtheSmiths.

Milahadchosentobetogetherwithhim,yetintheend,shedisappeared.Whatelsecouldthatmean

asidefromthefactthathehadn’ttakengoodcareofher?

Hedidn’tevenknowhowtofaceanyoftheSmiths,sonowthatRitawashere,Geraldwasfilledwith

immenseterror.
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Soonenough,afewthousandworkersarrived,readyforduty.

Sincetheirtaskwastopenetratethemountain,theyhadnorealchoicebuttofirstdemolishMountain

TopVilla.

Ofcourse,withsuchamajoroperationhappening,observantpeoplesoonrealizedwhatwashappening.

Withthat,newsaboutitbeganspreadingonlinelikewildfire,causingaheateddiscussionamongthose

inMayberry.

“AretheyreallyplanningtodemolishMountainTopVilla?”

“Theyare!D*mnit!Toevenconsiderdemolishingthatvillathatcostoverahundredandtwentymillion

dollars…Howrichtheymustbe!”discussedfansofthebuildingamongthemselves.



Regardless,evenwithsomuchinformationabouttheincidentcirculatingthenet,theadministrative

departmentofMountainTopVillahadn’tseemedtoreceiveanynewsaboutthedemolitionyet.Itdidn’t

helpthatwhenZackwantedsomethingdone,hedidn’teverexplainhimselftothosefromthe

subordinatedepartments.Afterall,tohim,therewasnoneedto.

However,itshouldbenotedthatfortheadministrativedepartment,MountainTopVillawasn’tjust

someordinaryresidence.Ithadbeenpainstakinglybuiltwiththecombinedeffortsofseveralengineers.

Tothosefromthatdepartment,itwaslessofabuildingthanitwasapieceofart.

Movingbacktothepresent,astheworkerscontinuedperformingtheirtasks,anangry-looking

woman—wholookedtobearoundtwenty-seven—stompedherwaytowardoneofthembefore

shouting,“Holdit!Whothehelltoldallofyoutodemolishthisplace!Aren’tyouawareofwhoowns

thisplace?Howverydaring!”

“Lady,wegetordersfromChairmanLyle,weexecutethem.Ifyouhaveanyproblemswiththat,then

justgomeethimdirectly!”sneeredtheworkerinresponse.

Hisresponsemadehersoangrythatsheinstantlytookinadeepbreathtocalmhernerves.Raisingher

headtolookatthemanyotherworkers—fromthedemolishingteam—whowerehigherupthe

crowdedmountain,thewomanthenfrownedbeforemakingherwayupthere.
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Themomentshearrived,however,shewasjustintimetohearadeafeningexplosion,followedbythe

sightofoneofMountainTopVilla’swallscrumblingtotheground!

Shewasjustsecondstoolatetoattempttopreventsomethinglikethatfromhappening.Knowingthat,

thesaddenedwomaninstantlybeganscowlingatallthoserudepeopleextremelysternly!



Atthatmoment,bothZackandGeraldwereinthegardenofMountainTopVilla.

TurningtolookatGerald,Zackexplained,“Basedonourestimations,thefastesttheprojectcanbe

completedwillbeintwodaysandnights!”

“Noted.Docontinueworkinghardthroughoutthesetwodaysthen,ChairmanLyle.Besuretokeepan

eyearoundhereandshouldtherebeanynews,contactmeimmediately!”repliedGerald.

“Verywell,Mr.Crawford!”

AssoonasZack’ssentenceended,abodyguardcamerunningoverbeforesaying,“Mr.Crawford!

There’sawomanattemptingtocausetroubleoutthere!Shesaysshe’sfromtheMayberryOrganization

aswell,andshe’sdesperatelytryingtogetinthewayoftheproject!Ifpossible,we’dliketoforceher

outofthisplace!Whatdoyousay,Mr.Crawford?”

“Whatab*stard!HowdareanyonetrytostopMr.Crawfordfromdoingwhathewants!Getthatperson

outofthisplacenomatterwhotheyare!”roaredZack.
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“B-beforethat,shesaidhernamewasRita!Shetoldusthataslongaswementionedhername,you’d

knowwhoshewas,ChairmanLyle!”repliedtheguard.

“…R-Rita…?”mutteredZack,stunnedasheturnedtolookatGerald.

RitawasMila’ssecondcousin,andshecouldbeconsideredtobeMr.Crawford’seldersister.Withthat

inmind,Zack’sangerimmediatelydissipated.



Geraldhimselfwasshockedtohearthatfamiliarnameoutoftheblue.Afterall,hepreviouslyhadquite

anumberofencounterswithRita,andheknewforafactthatherrelationshipwithMilawasverygood.

‘What’sMila’ssecondcousindoinghere…?’

ThoughGeraldhadmissedbothMilaandhisownfamilythroughoutthetwoyears,hecertainlyhadn’t

forgottentobeconcernedabouttheconditionofMila’sfamily.

AslongastherewasawaytocompensateMila’sfamily,he’ddefinitelydosowithouttheslightest

hesitation.Uptillthispoint,GeraldhadmadesurethattheSmithswouldbeabletoliveworry-freefora

fewgenerationsmonetary-wise.Itwastheleasthecoulddo.

Regardless,eventhoughhehadreturnedtoMayberrytwicewithinthesetwoyears,hehadnever

personallyvisitedanyofMila’sfamilymembersthroughoutthattime.Afterall,eversinceMilawent

missing,hehadfeltimmenseguilttowardtheSmiths.

Milahadchosentobetogetherwithhim,yetintheend,shedisappeared.Whatelsecouldthatmean

asidefromthefactthathehadn’ttakengoodcareofher?

Hedidn’tevenknowhowtofaceanyoftheSmiths,sonowthatRitawashere,Geraldwasfilledwith

immenseterror.
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Atthatmoment,thedoorstothevillawereopened,andinsteppedafewbodyguards,draggingRita

alongwiththem.

Ritaherselfwasstrugglingquiteabittogetfreeassheshouted,“Unhandme!Unhandmethisinstant!”

“Ceasethisatonce!”shoutedGeraldasheimmediatelybeganwalkingovertothem.



“…Gerald?”mutteredRitainarathersurprisedtonethesecondshesawhim.

Fromthemomenthercousinhadgonemissing,shehadn’tmetorevenheardanynewsaboutGerald.

Snappingoutofhershockquickly,Ritathenthoughttoherself,‘Humph…GeraldCrawford…Therich

heiroftheCrawfordfamilywithnear-endlesswealth…Beingsopowerful,Ihadmydoubtsthatyou’d

stillthinkfondlyaboutmycousinafterallthistime…Hell,youneverevencontactedusfromthedayshe

wentmissing!Youprobablydon’tevencareaboutwhethermycousin’sdeadorstillalive!’

Backthen,GeraldhadonlysentZackovertopacifytheSmiths.RelayingwhatGeraldhadtoldhim,Zack

toldthemthattheycouldaskhimforhelpiftheyeverfacedanyissues.TheCrawfordswoulddefinitely

trytheirbesttohelptheSmithsregardlessoftheirrequests.

Evenso,thosefromtheSmithfamilyknewthatGeraldhadonlysaidthatoutofcourtesysinceMr.

Crawfordwasattemptingtoexpresshisregret.Afterall,withMilanowmissing,whywouldanysortof

relationshipstillexistbetweenGeraldandtheSmiths?TheSmithswerewellawarethattheytrulyhad

noreasontocontinuebeinginvolvedwithsuchawealthyfamilyanymore.

Understandingthat,theysimplyrejectedanyfinancialsupportthatZackprovidedthemwith.

Honestly,ifitwasn’tforthefactthatRitahadfoundoutthattheyweredemolishingMountainTopVilla,

shewouldn’thavecomeoversoangrilytomeetZackinthefirstplace.Afterall,thisplacewassupposed

tobeGeraldandMila’sweddinghouse.
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‘EventhoughGeraldknowsaboutthat…Humph!Howungrateful!’Ritathoughttoherself,agreatwrath

withinher.

Evenso,aftertwoyearsofnotmeetinghim,Geraldappearedtobemuchmorematurecomparedto

howhehadbeeninthepast.Whatmore,helookedmuchsturdierandmuscularaswell,anauraof

prestigioussuperioritysurroundinghim.

Regardless,GeraldnoddedatRitabeforesaying,“Rita!Mycousin!Ihopeyou’redoingwell!How’veyou

beenlately?”

“Humph!LikeI’ddaretotroubleyouwithmyconcerns,Mr.Crawford!AndsincewhenhaveIbecome

yourcousin?TheSmithsaredefinitelyincapableofclaimingarelationshipwitharelativesuchas

yourself!”sneeredRita.

“Youb*tch!HowdareyoutalktoMr.Crawfordlikethat?!”shoutedtheguardsassoonastheyheard

Rita’smockery.

“There’snoneedtoshoutonmybehalf!Standdown!”growledGeraldastheguardsimmediately

heededhiswordsandleftrespectfully.

Gerald’scommandhadbeensodomineeringthateveryonewhohearditfeltchillsrundowntheirspines

andsimplyfelttheurgetoreverehim.EvenRitafeltthesamething,andasshelookedoddlyatGerald,

shethoughttoherself,‘It’sjustbeentwoyears,hasitnot?Howcouldhehaveundergonesucha

massivechange…?’

Shewasrighttofeelthatitwasstrange.Afterall,hehadpreviouslybeenacowardyetnow…
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“Listen,Rita,Iknowthatwe’vehadsomemisunderstandingsandIadmitthatMilagoingmissingismy

faultfornottakinggoodcareofher.Duetothat,myresponsibilitytofindheragain.Tellme,doyou

honestlythinkthatI’vealreadyforgottenaboutMila?”askedGeraldashelookedintohereyes.

“Haven’tyou?”askedRitainacasualtone.

Hearingthat,GeraldcarefullyretrievedasmallsachetfromhispocketandwhenRitasawit,shewas

instantlystunned.

ItwasthehandmadepresentthatMilahadgivenGeraldbackthen.Sinceshehadjustlearnedhowto

sewfromhermotheratthetime,thesachetitselfwasn’tverywellmade.However,Ritaremembered

thatMilahadworkedhardsewingitthroughoutthenight.Eventhelopsidedpairofmandarinducks

werestillvisibleonthesachet.

RitarecalledlaughingherselftodeathbackthenwhensheheardthatMilawasgoingtogivesuchapoor

excuseofhandicrafttothemanshelovedmost.ShehadbeencertainthatGeraldwould’vechosento

disregardherpoorhandiworkandsimplyacceptedthesachetwithdisdain.

Tothink,however,thathestillhaditwithhimtillthisveryday…

“Ineverforgeteventhesmallestdetailsinmylife,soyoucanbesurethatIwon’teverforgetaboutMila

either!I’veconstantlybeenlookingforherthroughoutthesetwoyears,andaslongasIknowthere’sa

chancethatIcanstilllocateher,I’mwillingtogototheveryendsoftheworldjusttogetherback!With

thatsaid,IhopeyounowbelievemewhenIsaythatyou’vemisunderstoodme,Rita!”
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“…Is…Isthatreallytrue…?”askedRita.

Afterhearinghisexplanationandseeingthesachetagain,Ritahadtoadmitthatshewasstartingto

believehimslightly.ItalsohelpedthatsheknewhowGeraldwasasaperson,atleastinthepast.

Regardless,hedidn’tseemlikethekindofpersonwhowouldjustforgetsomeonehelovedthatmuch.



“I’msayingitnowthatI’veneverpersonallycontactedyouthroughoutthesetwoyearssinceIwastoo

ashamedtostandbeforeanyoftheSmiths.WhydoyouthinkIkeptsendingZackovertohelpyou?

Evenso,Zack’stoldmethatnoneofyouhaveacceptedanyofmygifts.Isthattrue?”askedGeraldwho

hadn’treallyquestionedtheirdecisionbefore.

“Itis.TheSmithshavetheirowndignitytomaintaintoo,youknow?SinceMila’sgonemissingandboth

ofyouaren’tevenmarried,whatrightdowehavetotakeyourthings?Atleastthat’swhatmygrandma

keepssaying!”repliedRitanowthatGeraldhadclearedupsomeinitialmisunderstandingsthatshehad

withhim.

Withthat,shehadnoproblemwithdetailinghowtheSmithfamilywascurrentlydoing.

Asitturnedout,eversinceMilawentmissing,theSmithshadconstantlybeenenshroudedin

gloominess.Forthelongesttime,thelosshadbeensosuppressingthatevenbreathingwassometimes

difficult.ThemockingandsneeringfromothersonlymadetheSmithsfeelliketheywerecontinuingto

drownevendeeper.

ThemockeryitselfhadstemmedfromthefactthattherelativesandfriendsoftheSmithfamilyknew

thatMila’sboyfriendwasanextremelycapableandpowerfulman.Afterall,hehadpurchasedthema

villathatcostatleastfifteenmilliondollars!Apersoncapableofthatmustsurelybeimmenselywealthy!

However,sinceGerald’sidentitywasspecial,theSmithshadneverpubliclyrevealedthattheirfuture

grandson-in-lawwasactuallytherichheirfromMayberry,Mr.Crawford.Regardless,withsomanygood

thingshappeningtotheSmiths,itmademanyfriendsofthefamilybothadmireandenvythem.Manyof

themeventriedtheirbesttofawnontheSmithsintheirattemptstobefriendMila’smysterious

boyfriend.



ThesecondMiladisappeared,however,hugechangesbegantakingplacewithintheSmithfamily.

SinceSerenityJordain—whowastheoldladyoftheSmithfamilyandalsoMila’sgrandmother—wasa

personwithgreatprideanddignity,shequicklyreturnedthevillathatGeraldhadgiventothemonce

sherealizedthathergranddaughterwasn’tgoingtobefoundanytimesoon.Withthatdecisionmade,

theSmithsthenreturnedtowheretheyinitiallylived.
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SerenityevenmadeitapointtorejectanycharitythatGeraldattemptedtogivetheirfamily.

‘Withmygranddaughternowmissing,whatwouldtheSmithsevenbetoMr.Crawford?There’sno

needforustocontinuefawningoverhimsoshamelessly!’ThatwasprettymuchLadySmith’sthought

processatthetime.

Duetothat,theyreturnedtotheiroriginallives.Evenifpeopleenjoyedtheirmisfortune,sobeit.

“…Isee.SoallofyousimplyassumedthatIhadalreadygivenuponMilathisentiretime,isthat

right…?”askedGeraldashetookinadeepbreath,hintsofguiltinhisvoice.

ThoughhehadbeenextremelyfocusedonlookingforMilaandhisuncle,hehadtoadmitthathehad

ignoredMila’sfamily.Realizingthatnowonlyintensifiedhisguilt.

Inresponse,Ritasimplynodded.

“…Then,isMr.Smith,grandma,andtheothersdoingfine…?Pleasebringmealong.Iwishtomeetup

withthem,”saidGeraldinaserioustone.



“There’snowaytheycouldbefine…Today’sthebirthdayofoneofgrandma’schildhoodfriends,you

know?WhilethatfriendofhersceasedcontactwithgrandmaassoonassheheardaboutMila’s

disappearance,recentlyshe’sbeenconstantlyinvitingallmyfamilymembersovertoherplace!”
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“It’sextremelyevident—atleasttothosesensibleenough—whatGeorgiaWalfordmeansbythis.You

see,sinceMilaalreadyhadyoubackthen,myfamilyhadrejectedGeorgia’sgrandson’smarriage

proposal,andboydidtheyresentthatfact.Regardless,Georgia’sfamilyisquiteamazingnow,andher

grandsonevenendedupmarryinganicegranddaughter.Withthatinmind,she’sclearlybeen

constantlyinvitingusoverjustsothatshecouldshowoffinfrontofmygrandma.Truthbetold,ifI

hadn’theardthatMountainTopVillawasgoingtobedemolished,I’dhaveattendedthepartyaswell!”

ThePoorestRichMan1245|

Ritabitherlowerlipslightlyassheconcludedherexplanation.

“Sincegrandmaalreadyknowsthattheydon’tmeanwell,whyisshestillinsistentongoing?”asked

Gerald.

“Well,grandmasaidthatsincetheSmithshaven’tdoneanythingshameful,ourspiritsshouldn’twaver.

Whatmore,Georgia’sfamilyhadinvitedourfamilyoverwithgreathospitality.Withthatsaid,there

trulyisnoreasonforusnottobestraightforwardandjustattend,”repliedRita.

“Whilewe’reonthetopic,grandmahasundoubtedlybecomemoreandmorestubbornthroughoutthe

pasttwoyears…Itwasherbirthdayyesterday,youknow?However,shemissesMilasomuchthatshe

saidthatshewasunwillingtocelebrateitagainuntilthedayMilafinallyreturns!”

“…Isee.Regardless,sinceyou’regoingtoattendthebirthdaypartylateranyway,allowmetocomewith

you!”repliedGerald.



GeorgiabelongedtotheSierfamily,andinaway,itwasquitesimilartotheSmiths.Afterall,theywere

bothordinarycompaniesthatweren’ttoolargeorsmallinMayberryinthepast.UnliketheSmiths,

however,theSiershadbeendevelopingextremelyrapidlyinthepasttwoyears.

Meanwhile,LadySmithhadjustarrivedatGeorgia’svillaalongwiththeothersfromtheSmithfamily.

Thevillaitselfwasatop-notchstructurethathadquiterecentlybeenbuiltinCloudCity.Withits

constructionpricebeingovertwelvemilliondollars,thebuildingwasconsideredtobequiteprestigious,

toppedonlybyafewothervillasinclusiveofMountainTopVilla.

Regardless,uponenteringGeorgia’shome,theSmithsfoundthatmanyofthegueststherewere

unfamiliarfaces.

Evenso,justasSerenityhadtoldthemtimeandagain,despitehavinglostMila,theSmithscouldn’tjust

remaincowardlyandsimplyhideathome.Theystillhadtobedaringtoheadoutandmeetothers!
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Anyway,secondsupontheirentry,alloftheSmithsweregreetedbythesightofasixty-year-old

woman—whowasbeingsupportedbyaboyandagirloneithersideofher—whosefacewasbeaming

asshewalkedtowardSerenityandherfamily.

Hadtheguestsnotknownthattodaywastheoldwoman’sbirthday,itwouldn’thavebeenastretchto

assumethatshewasthereincarnationofQueenElizabeththesecond!

Ofcourse,shewasnoneotherthanthecurrentheadoftheSierfamily,LadyGeorgiaWalford.



WhileGeorgiaandSerenitywererathergoodfriendsfromwhentheywereyoung,theirrelationshiphad

alwaysbeenratherhardtodescribe,especiallyasthetwobestiescontinuedgrowingupwitheachother.

Puttingitsimply,bothofthemenjoyedcompetingwitheachotherratherunrealistically.Askids,they’d

competewitheachothertoseewhoseclotheswerenicer.Whentheystartedstudying,theybegan

competingtoseewhogotbettergradesinstead.Evenafterenteringsociety,theycontinuedcompeting

byseeingwhosejobwasbetterandwhomarriedabetterhusband.Nowthattheywereold,theywere

stillcompetingbyseeingwhosefamilywasstronger.Asidefromthat,theyalsoenjoyedcomparingtheir

childrenwitheachother,competingtoseewhohadmorecapableandoutstandingoffspring.

Evenafterdoingitforsomanyyears,bothofthemsimplycontinuedbeingcompetitive.Theywerejust

thatkindofpeople.

Regardless,thesecondtheoldwomansawSerenityandherfamilyentering,Georgiacouldalreadyfeel

theskybeingparticularlybluethatday.

“You’relate,Serenity!Ihadjustbroughtsomeoldfriendsofmineovertohavealookatthebirthday

giftsthathadbeengiventome!Whydon’tyouheadovertherelatertohavealookforyourself?Inthe

meantime,I’llbemovingaroundtoservealltheotherguestspresent!There’sjustsomanyofthem,you

know?Regardless,sinceafewofmygrandsons-in-lawandgranddaughters-in-lawhaven’tpresented

theirgiftstomeyet,youaren’ttoolatetotheparty!Infact,I’dsaythatyou’rejustintimetoseethem

presenttheirgiftstome!”saidGeorgiainahumbletoneandadelightedsmileonherface.
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Gavincouldn’thelpbutfeelembarrasseduponhearingGeorgia’sstatement.Werethereeventhat

manyguestspresent?

Serenityherselfbegandisplayinganevenmoreunpleasantexpressionthanshehadbefore.However,

shequicklyforcedonasmilebeforereplying,“Itseemsthatyou’retrulyleadingagoodlifenow,

Georgia!Astarkcontrasttohowpooryouandyourfamilywerewhenyouwereyounger!Istill



rememberthatitwasalwaysyourfamilywhohadtosendgiftstoothersbackthen!Goodforyounow

thatothersaresendinggiftstoyouinstead!”

LadySmithwasn’tabouttoshowanyweaknessbeforeGeorgiaanytimesoon.Georgiaherselfinstantly

feltherexpressionstiffenuponhearingthat.

Evenso,boththeoldladieswereextremelyslick,andneitherofthemweregoingtorevealtheirtrue

emotionswithoutafight.

“Indeed!NowthatI’mmucholder,Igettoenjoyallmywealthandhappinesstogetherwithmyfamily!

Speakingofwhich,mygrandson-in-lawgotmeanewcarawhileback,youknow?I’malreadyoversixty!

Iwonderwhathewasthinkingwhenheboughtthatnewcar…”saidGeorgiaasshefakedasighwhile

makingsuretopayattentiontoSerenity’sreaction.

Backthen,hergrandsonhadlikedMilaalot.Duetoanextremelypowerfulandrichheirbecomingher

boyfriend,however,hischanceofbeingtogetherwithMilawasshattered.Thatcausedhergrandsonto

sufferabrokenheartforquitealongtime.Naturally,Georgiahadbeensadtoseehergrandsoninsuch

astateaswell.
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Regardless,everythingwasfinenow.Afterall,hergranddaughterhadgonemissingandthatrichheir

boyfriendofhershadmostdefinitelyforgottenabouttheSmithsbynow.

“Still,rememberhowmygrandsonhadconstantlytriedtogainMila’saffectionforatime,Serenity?I

wonderifyou’reregrettingallowingMilatoturnhimdownnow…ThoughI’msureyoudidn’thavemuch

sayinthat…Afterall,it’samatterthatconcernsonlythechildren!Evenso,astheheadofthefamily,

youshould’vebeenabitstricterindecidingforher,don’tyouthink?Ifonlyyouhadbeen,thenMila

wouldn’thaveactedoutofspiteandcontinuedfurtheringherstudiesinHongKong!Ifthatdidn’t

happen,shecouldhavealreadymarriedmygrandsonnowandopenedacompanytogether!Now

wouldn’tthathavebeengreat!”declaredGeorgiaasseveraloftheguestswhoheardthatbeganshaking

theirheads.



“Indeed!Whatanabsolutepity!”

Ascommentsaboutthesituationcontinuedbeingsaidaloud,thosefromtheSmithfamilyfound

themselvesblushingdeeply.ThiswasespeciallysoforbothGavinandHelen,theparentsofthemissing

girl.

WithGeorgiamentioningMila’snamesomanytimesandcontinuingtopoketheirsorespots,the

parentscouldn’thelpbutgettearyandred-eyed.

Thetwoweren’ttheonlyonessaddenedeither.MilahadbeenSerenity’smostadoredgranddaughter,

andtheoldwomanhadwatchedMilagrowfromwhenthegirlwasjustababy.

WithGeorgiasayingallthistoherfacenow,allsortsofemotionswerebeginningtobrewwithin

Serenity,andnoneofthemweregoodfeelings.

TothinkthatthosepeoplehadcontinuouslytriedtofawnonthembackwhenMilawasstilltogether

withthatrichGerald…NowthattheyknewthatGeraldwasnolongersupportingthem,however,it

seemedliketheyweretakingalltheirpastcomplimentsback.Infact,nothingseemedtopleasethem

morenowthanenjoyingthemisfortuneoftheSmiths.

Understandingthat,theoldladyremainedsilentandsimplysatdownatatable,herfamilydoingthe

samesoonafter.

Forthenexthour,theSmithssimplyremainedseatedthere,observingtheexpressionsoftheother



guests.Bythen,severalofthemhadbeensittingsostillthattheyfoundthemselveshavingpinsand

needles.Justastheywerefeelingthattheywerenearingtheirlimittohowmuchmoreshamethey

couldtake,aservantsuddenlywalkedintothevillawithamanandawomanfollowingbehindhim.
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Theduowas,ofcourse,GeraldandRita.

SinceSerenity’shealthhadn’tbeenallthatwellrecently,Ritahadbeenstayingclosetoheratalltimes

totakecareofher.However,sinceRitahadearlierheardthatMountainTopVillawasgetting

demolished,shewasn’tabletostickbyhergrandma’ssidetillnow.

WhenthosefromtheSmithfamilysawwhowasstandingbesideRita,allofthemendedupgapingin

bewildermentastheysimultaneouslymuttered,“…Gerald?”

Allthesmithsfeltliketheyweredreaming.IttrulywasnoneotherthanGerald!But…WhywouldGerald

bewithRita?Andwhywasheevenheretoday?

Needlesstosay,everyonewasovercomewithextremeshock.

“…Oh?IsthatRitaIsee?Whyhaveyouonlyarrivednow?Regardless,who’sthatbesideyou?Couldhe

beyourboyfriend?”askedGeorgiaassoonasshesawthetwowhohadjustentered.

SinceGeorgiawasquiteclosewithSerenity,sheknewSerenity’srelativesandfriendswell.Thatsaid,

shealsoknewthatRitawasSerenity’sniece,andthatshewasalsoafavoriteofthatoldwomanaside

fromMila.Withthatinmind,itwasnaturalthatshefelttheneedtoinquireaboutthenewface.

ShortlyafterGeorgia’squestion,JustinSier—hergrandson—andhisrecentlymarriedwifebegan



walkingover.Seeingthat,hergranddaughter—QuinSier—andherhusbandwalkedovertothegroupas

well.
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“Grandma,”saidbothoftheminunisonasJustintookapeekatRita.

Followingthat,helaughedratherbitterlybeforesaying,“It’sbeenquiteawhilesincewe’velastmet,

Rita!Notonlyhaveyoubecomeprettier,butitalsoseemslikeyoualreadyhavesomeonenow!”

“Whoisshe,hubby?AreyouclosetoRita?”askedagorgeously-dressedwomanwhowasstanding

besideJustin.

“Hmm?Oh,she’sthepersonImentionedtoyoubefore!Mila’scousin!It’sapitythough,shecould’ve

beenmycousinbackthenaswell!Ohwell!”sneeredJustin.

“Ah,Isee!”repliedthewomaninacoldtone.

Fromthatalone,itwasevidentthatJustinhadalreadytoldherabouttheincidentofhimgoingtothe

Smithfamily’shometoproposetoMila.

“Justin,youcan’tjustgreetRitawhenherboyfriend’sstandingrightnexttoher.Goaheadandgreet

himaswell!”saidGeorgiawhilescanningtheordinarily-dressedGeraldfromheadtotoe.

SinceRitahadalwaysbeenanarrogantandproudgirl,Georgiahadnoideawhyshewouldgetherselfa

personlikethat.Afterall,Geraldlookedvastlydifferentfromalltheotherrichheirsthere.
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Georgiahadpurposefullyraisedhervoicetoensurethateveryonethereheardher.

Nowthateveryone’sattentionwasonGerald,Justinsmiledsubtlybeforesaying,“Ah,soyou’remy

cousin-in-law!Apleasuretomeetyou!”

HeshowednointerestinevenwantingtoshakehandswithGerald,andhiswifesimplystaredatRita’s

boyfriend,sizinghimupfromherhusband’sside.WhileGeraldcertainlydidn’tdressluxuriously,shejust

hadagutfeelingthatsomethingwaswrongwithhim.

“Sinceyou’resoexceptional,Ibelievethatyourboyfriendmustbeequallyasexcellentaswell!Do

introducehimtous!”saidGeorgia.

“Apologies,LadyWalford,butheisn’tmyboyfriend,”repliedRitaassheturnedtolookattherestofher

familywhowerestillseatedatthetable.

TheSmithshadn’tevenrecoveredfromtheirshockyet,andtheirmouthssimplyremainedwideopenas

theycontinuedstaringattheduoinsilence.EvenSerenityhadn’tbeenabletoregainherwitsintimeto

reply.

“…Oh?Soheisn’tyourboyfriend?Thenwhatpositiondoeshehavetoownarighttobeheretoday?”

‘Whatonearthareyoutryingtopulloffhere…?’Georgiafoundherselfthinking.



“Thishere,isGerald.Andhehaseveryrighttobeheretodaysincehe’sMila’sfiancé!”explainedRita.

“…What?Mila’s…fiancé?Buthowcouldthatbe?Hasn’tshegonemissingforatleasttwoyears?

Shouldn’therboyfriendhavebrokenupwithheralongtimeago?”repliedGeorgia.
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ShewaswellawarethatMila’sboyfriendwasextremelypowerful.Afterall,hehadcompletely

overshadowedthembackwhenMilawasstillaround.NowthatRitahadsaidsuchathing,alltheguests

inthevillaimmediatelyfellsilentastheystaredatGerald.

“…Mila’sFiancé?Him?Issheforreal?”

“Whatonearthishappening…?”

Astheotherswhisperedamongthemselveswhilediscussingthecurrentsituation,Geraldsaid,“Though

Milaisn’thereatthemoment,I’dliketoassumethatI’malreadypartoftheSmithfamilysincebothof

ushavealreadybeeninarelationshipforsuchalongtime.Whatmore,we’vealreadydecidedtomarry

eachother!Withthatinmind,I’msureyouwon’tblamemeforcomingoversinceyouinvitedtherest

oftheSmithfamilyheretodayanyway,rightLadyWalford?”

WhileitwastruethatGeraldwasusinghisengagementwithMilaashisexcusetobehere,hewasn’t

lyingaboutbothofthemverballyagreeingtomarryeachother.ThoughGeraldhadplannedtoget

engagedwithMilaafterherstudiesendedinHongKong,well…Allthathappened.

Regardless,afterhearingwhatGeraldhadtosay,Georgiaandtherestoftheguestsinstantlybecame

stunned.



“Holycr*p!Ishereallythesameboyfriendfrombefore?Theextremelywealthyman?!”

“Fromthelooksofit,hetrulyis!Ohgod,he’shere!”
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AsGeorgiafeltchillsrundownherspineafterhearingalltheexclamationsofsurprisefromtheguests,

shecomposedherselfbeforesaying,“…ButofcourseIwouldn’tmind!Infact,it’sanhonortoourfamily

thatyoucouldcome!”

Followingthat,sheretractedherhandsfromthetwolovelychildrenwhohadbeensupportingherthis

entiretime.TherewasnoneedforhertobepretentiousbeforeGerald.

Withthat,GeraldandRitathenheadedovertothetablewhereSerenityandtheotherswerecurrently

seatedat.

“Grandma,Mr.Smith,andMrs.Smith!I’vereturned!”saidGeraldashelookedatthemwithasmile.

“M-MisterCrawford!W-we…”stutteredSerenitywhofeltlikeshehadjustawokenfromalongdream.

Afterall,theSmithshadalreadyassumedthatGeraldhadlongforgottenabouttheminthepasttwo

years.

“IpromisethatregardlessofwhathappenstoMila,I’lltakecareofeverythinginthefuture,”saidGerald

beforeallthemembersoftheSmithfamily.

Hearingthat,severaloftheSmithsincludingMila’seldersister,Irene,begancryinginexcitement.



Theytrulyhadsufferedwaytoomuchinjusticeinthepasttwoyears.
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SuddenlyhearingallthistrulytouchedeverysingleoneoftheSmiths,includingSerenity.Theynow

finallyrealizedthattheyhadmisunderstoodGeraldthisentiretime,andthatMilahadn’tmisjudgedhim.

Regardless,theatmosphereofthesettinginstantlychangedratherdrasticallynowthatGeraldwashere.

ThoughnotmanyoftheguestshadevenpaidtheSmithsanyattentionearlier,moreandmoreofthem

werenowheadingovertotheirtabletotoastandchatwiththeminhopesofbeingabletodeepentheir

relationshipwiththatfamily.Ofcourse,therewerealsothosewhoimmediatelybeganfawningonthe

Smithsaswell.

EvenafewofthepresidentswerealreadysurroundingSerenitywhilesaying,“Speakingofwhich,itwas

yourbirthdayyesterday,wasn’tit,Madam?Whydidn’tyousendusinvitationcardstoattend?Sucha

pitythatweweren’tabletocelebratewithyou…Whateverthecaseis,we’llcertainlymakeupforit

later!”

Withallthishappening,thepersonwhowassufferingthemostwasmostdefinitelyGeorgia.

Afterall,shehadinitiallyinvitedSerenityandherfamilyovertoshowoffhergrandson,granddaughter-

in-law,andgrandson-in-law.TothinkthatMila’spowerfulboyfriendwouldmakeasudden

reappearanceoutoftheblue!Shedefinitelyneededtoberespectfultowardhim!However,thatwasn’t

eventhebiggestshockforher.



Gulping,Georgiathenasked,“…Madam,whatdidyousayhisnamewas…?Mr.Crawford?WhichMr.

Crawfordareyoureferringto,exactly…?”

ThesecondtheguestsheardGeorgia’squestion,alloftheminstantlyfellsilentinshock.Afterall,

everyonepresentwaswellawareofwhoMr.Crawfordwas,especiallysincetheywereinMayberry.

Hearinghisnamealonewasenoughtocauseeveryonetobecomemomentarilystupefied.

“WhichotherMr.Crawfordwouldyouassumehimtobe?Ofcoursehe’stheMr.Crawfordfrom

Mayberry!IbumpedintohimwhileIwasatMountainTopVilla,youknow?”repliedRitaasshetooka

peekattheguests’reactions.

Mr.CrawfordfromMayberry?MountainTopVilla?!

Whocouldremaincalmafterhearingallthis?Atthatmoment,multiplescreechingofchairs—being

pushedagainstthefloor—couldbeheardaseveryoneimmediatelystoodup,flabbergastedexpressions

ontheirfaces.
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Georgiawasnowbarelyabletobreatheherself.

“Coulditreallybetrue?CouldMila’sextremelypowerfulandwealthyboyfriendtrulybeMr.Crawford

fromMayberry?”

“Thinkingaboutitnow,itshouldn’tbefake!Afterall,MilaandMr.Crawfordbothgraduatedfrom

MayberryUniversity!Wealsoknowthatherboyfriendisexceedinglyrich!Withthatinmind,Ihave

reasontobelievethathetrulyisMr.Crawford!”



“Ohgod!WeshouldhavefiguredoutearlierthatMila’sboyfriendwasactuallyMr.Crawford!”

Whileallofthemwerefeelingbewilderedastheydiscussedthissuddenrevelation,theywere

simultaneouslyfilledwithregret.Whyhadn’ttheyjustcontinuedmaintainingagoodrelationshipwith

theSmiths?Iftheyhad,theywould’vedefinitelybecomebothprosperousandsuccessfulbynow.

Staggeringslightly,thepantingGeorgiahadtobesupportedbythetwochildrenagaintoavoidfalling.

SheneededtoheadovertogreetGeraldrightthisinstant!

‘Ohgod!HetrulyistherealMr.Crawford!Heevenintroducedhimselfastheson-in-lawoftheSmith

family!Thereisabsolutelynowaywe’lleverbeabletocompetewithSerenity’sfamilynow!’

ThoughGeorgiahadinitiallyseenfluffywhitecloudsinthebluesky,allthecloudswerenowdarkand

thunderwasflashingeversooften.Herheartwascompletelydesolatenow.
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JustasJustinhimselfwasabouttoheadovertoGeraldtokneelasasignofhisrespect,YanaShute—his

wife—suddenlysaidinadoubtfultone,“…Something’soff…Whydoeshelooksofamiliar…ThemoreI

lookathim,themoreIfeellikeI’vemethimsomewherebefore…”

“What’swrong,Yana?Whatdoyoumeanhelooksfamiliar?Regardless,headovertherequicklyand

helpusapologizetoMr.Crawfordforneglectinghimearlier!He’sclearlytherealdeal!”saidGeorgia.

“…Holdon,grandma!There’snoneedtobesonervous!I…Ithinkthatheisn’treallyMr.Crawford!”

saidYanaassheheldontohergrandmother’sshoulder.

“…What?Whywouldyoumakesuchaboldclaim?”



“Callitagutfeeling,butI’mfairlycertainthatheusedtobemyclassmatewhenIwasmuchyounger…

ThemoreIlookathim,themoreheresemblesthatoldclassmateofmine!”
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Yana’svoicesoundedmuchmoredeterminednow.

“A…Aclassmate?”repliedbothJustinandGeorgia,bothequallyshockedbyherclaim.

ItwasasthoughtheywerehearingsomestoryfromTheArabianNights,andtheyhadtheirreasonsto

bedoubtful.Afterall,suchacoincidencewasprettymuchunheardof!Whatmore,thoughYanahada

powerfulfamilybackground,therewassimplynowayshewouldhavebeenabletoaffordorevenhave

thestatustobeGerald’sclassmate!

“…Whatkindofclassmatecouldyoubereferringto?Donotethatwecan’taffordtomakejokesabout

suchthings,Yana.I’llhaveyouknowthatIhavesomepriorknowledgeaboutMila’sboyfriend,andIcan

confirmthathetrulyisextremelypowerful.It’sthereasonwhysomanyofusarewillingtobelievethat

Mr.Crawfordreallyisherboyfriendafterherevealedhisidentity!Ifweendupoffendinghimnow,we

maynotbeabletosurviveinMayberryanylonger!”saidGeorgiaasshebegansmackingherthighsin

heranxiety.

“That’sright,Georgia!You’dbestthinkaboutitcarefullyfirst!Areyoureallysurehe’syourclassmate?

Pleasedon’tendupmistakinghimforsomeoneelse!”addedJustin.

“I’mfairlycertainthathe’smyprimaryschoolclassmate.Afterall,Iclearlyrememberthatduringmy

primaryschooldays,mydadhadbeenfocusedonexpandinghisundergroundforcesandhadchosento

begindevelopmentinSereneCounty.Duetothat,Inaturallyhadtofollowhimandthat’showIended

upstudyinginaprimaryschoolthere.Regardless,therewasapersoncalledGeraldinmyclass,and

afterhearingthatnameagainaftersolong,Icouldn’thelpbutstartdoubtinghim.Afterall,themoreI



lookathim,themorefamiliarheseems.Ihadn’tsaidthisearliersinceIadmitthatIcouldn’treally

rememberwhathelookedlike.However,afterobservinghimforawhilenow,Itrulybelievethathe’s

thesameGeraldIusedtoknow!”repliedYanaasshesquintedhereyesinconfirmation.

“TheGeraldIknewbackthen…Irememberhimbeinginaparticularlydifficultpositionsincehewasso

poor…IfI’mrecallingcorrectly,bothofusevenhadsmalltalkbackthen!Regardless,whatdoyouthink,

grandma?IsitnotpossiblethattheSmithshiredsomeonetoimpersonateMr.Crawford?”whispered

Yana.

Uponhearingthat,Georgiafeltherheartskipabeatasshethought,‘…Honestly,whatshe’ssuggesting

isn’tcompletelyoutofthequestion!’

“…Quitefrankly,eventhoughIwastheonewhohadinvitedthemover,Ihadn’texpectedSerenityand

herfamilytoactuallyattendthisbirthdayparty.Afterall,they’ddefinitelyexpectmetoshowoffalot.

Despitebeingawareofthat,sheactuallycame!Ifounditoddthatshehadbeenabletoremainso

confidentuptillthispoint.It’salsostrangethatRitaonlyshowedupnow,andwithMila’sboyfriendof

allpeople!”mutteredGeorgiaasshefurtheranalyzedthesituation.

‘Youknow,afterhearingwhatYanahadtosay,I’mstartingtothinkthatSerenityhadplannedforallthis

tohappenallalong!Ifmyguessiscorrect,thenSerenityisdefinitelytryingtoembarrassmeonpurpose!

Whataviciousoldwitch!’Georgiathoughttoherself,seeminglyseeingthebiggerpicture.
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FromwhatJustinandYanahadheardtheirgrandmothersay,eventheywerestartingtoarriveatthe

sameconclusionshewas.Afterall,allofitsimplymadesense.

“…Regardless,westillcan’tactblindly,Yana.Weshouldatleastmakesureifhe’sabsolutelyyour

classmatefirst!”addedGeorgiawhowasclearlystillslightlyfrightened.Afterall,iftheytrulyhadmade

amistake,thenamajormishapwouldundoubtedlybefallthem.



“Haha!Nottoworry,grandma!I’mnowmorethancertainthathe’stheGeraldIusedtoknow!However,

sinceyou’restillworriedaboutit,I’lldouble-checkjusttomakesureit’shim!Still,tothinkthatsmallfry

ofapauperwouldactuallydareimpersonateMr.Crawford!”saidYana,withdisdaininhertone.

WhileYanawasalreadyahundredpercentsurethathewasheroldprimaryschoolclassmate,shewas

justtakingtheseextrastepstoprovetotheoldladythathewasnothreattothem.Withthat,she

immediatelywaltzedovertowardGeraldwithouteventheslightesthesitation.

SincethetabletheSmithfamilywascurrentlysittingatwasnowsurroundedbypeopleattemptingto

toastandtalktotheSmiths—inhopesofdeepeningtheirrelationships—Yanacasuallyshouted,“Step

aside,please!”

Hearingthat,theguestssimplynoddedwithsmilesontheirfacesastheyreplied,“MissShute!”

Yana’sfamilybackgroundwasn’tassimpleasonewouldthink.Afterall,herunclewasafamousheadof

theundergroundforcesinMayberry.Withthatinmind,anyonewhoknewofherbackgroundwouldn’t

everdaretooffendher,includingthesebusinessmen.

Geraldhimselfhadn’tbeenpayingattentiontoanyoftheirfawnsthisentiretime.Instead,hehadbeen

focusedonchattingwithMila’sparentsandgrandparents,roughlydescribinghissearchefforts

throughoutthepasttwoyears.ItwashiswayofsayingthathehadnevergivenuplookingforMila,not

evenforasecond.
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However,ashewastalking,hesuddenlyfeltthebackofhisheadbeinghitbysomeone!

Knowingthatthereweren’tanywarrior-likepeopleinthevicinity,Geraldhadlonglethisguarddown.



Thefactthathehadn’tsensedanyapproachingmurderousintentmadehimallthemorestupefiedto

realizethatsomeoneactuallydaredtoattackhim!

Turningaroundtoseewhohadhithim,herealizedthatitwasnoneotherthanJustin’snewlymarried

wife!Forsomereason,shenowhadherarmscrossedasshelookedsmuglyatGerald.
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