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Hubertwasanxious.

“Alright,that’senough.I’mtired.Youguyscanleavefirst.”

Yeshuaturnedhisbackaroundasheraisedhishandtogivethemtheordertoleave.

WhatBurnardhadsaidwasright.Hubertwasactuallyaskinghimtogoandmeetthisyoungkid?That

wasindeedajoke!

Atthesametime,YeshuaalsofeltslightlydissatisfiedwithHubert.ItseemedasthoughHubertwas

actingalittletoofrivolouslyatthispoint,andthatwasthereasonwhyhedidnotwanttocontinue

talkingtohimanymore.

HubertcouldonlynodasheglancedcoldlyatBurnardbeforeretreatingdirectly.

Burnardalsolefttheofficequickly.

“CaptainJole,doyouthinkthatthisguynamedGeraldCrawfordisactuallyahelperthatHuberthas

hired?Afterall,theelectionforthevicechiefcaptionoftheDragonSquadwillbecomingupsoon.

PerhapsHubertknowsthathe’snotyouropponentatall,andthatisthereasonwhyhecalledhim

here?”

Burnard’sdeputyaskedinalowvoiceatasecludedplaceatthistime.

“Pfft!WhocaresaboutwhoGeraldCrawfordis?So,whatcouldHubertpossiblydoevenifheinvites

himhere?DoyouthinkHubertcouldevenbemyopponent?!Letmetellyousomething.I’llnotpayany

attentiontohimatall!Incontrast,whatworriesmeevenmoreistheSoulArchCompass!Didyouhear

whatHubertsaidjustnow?”Burnardfrownedashespokesoftlywithhishandsbehindhisback.



“You’llbegainingthecontrollingrightsoftheSoulArchCompasssoon,butHubertjusthadtofind

someonetocomeaskingfortheSoulArchCompassatthistime.Ifeelthattheremustbesomehidden

intentionsandmotivesbehindthis!”Thedeputysaid.

“That’sright.So,wehavetogetridofallourobstacles.I,BurnardJole,willturnanyonewhodaresto

standinmywayintoacorpsedirectlyonthespot!Hmph!”

Atthismoment,Burnardbeckonedhisdeputytohissideashewhisperedafewinstructionsintohisear.

Afterthat,thedeputynoddedbeforeheretreatedimmediatelytogetthingsdone,leavingbehind

Burnard,whohadaruthlessexpressiononhisface.

AsforGerald,afterhehadarrivedwithMasterGhost,theywereimmediatelybroughttoareception

room.

GeraldhadinitiallythoughtthathewouldbeabletomeetwiththeleaderoftheDragonSquad,Team

LeaderYeshuaLock,verysoon.

Unexpectedly,astheywaited,onehourhadalreadypassedby.

Atthistime,Hubertwalkedinwithanapologeticlookonhisface.

“Sigh.I’mtrulysorry,Mr.Crawford…”Hubertsighedasheshookhishead.

“I’mguessingTeamLeaderLockdidnotdirectlyagreetothematterregardingtheSoulArchCompass,

right?”MasterGhostsaidashesmiledandshookhishead.



“Cough,cough.Well,thereistrulynothingIcanhidefromyou,MasterGhost.That’sright.Thiswas

originallysupposedtobeaveryeasymatter.Thechiefcaptainwouldneverrefusethiskindofrequest

fromme.Yet,Idonotknowwhathappenedtothechiefcaptain,andheseemedtobealittleunhappy,

choosingtolistentothatBurnardJoleinstead!”Hubertsaidashehammeredhisfistonthetablein

anger.

“MasterGhostalreadytoldmeaboutthisendresultjustnow.So,Mr.Younger,youdonotneedto

blameyourselftoomuch.Ithinkthatit’ssimplybecauseTeamLeaderLockdoesnotbelieveinmy

strength.So,whydon’tyouhelpmegathersomeofthestudentsforthetrialtrainingintheafternoon?I

willhelpyouconductatrialtrainingfirst!”Geraldsaidashelaughed.

MasterGhosthadgivenGeraldalotofadviceinmanymatters.

Theotherparty’sintentionwasalreadyveryobvious.HewantedtoseeGerald’sabilityandstrengthfor

himself.

Sincethatwasthecase,Geralddidnotmindexposinghisabilities.

“Okay.It’dbebestaslongasyou’renotangry,Mr.Crawford.Whydon’twedothis,then?Sinceitis

alreadynoon,wecanjusteatatthebasefirst.I’llgatherallthestudentsimmediatelyafterwe’redone

eating.I’llsendsomeonetodeliverthefoodhere!”Hubertsaidashesmiled.

“Idon’tthinkthatitisnecessaryforyoutogothroughsomuchtrouble.I’veonlyheardoftheDragon

Squadbefore,butI’veneverseentheDragonSquad’sbaseformyself.So,sinceIhavetheopportunity

tolookaroundandseewhattheDragonSquad’sbaseinWestonislike,wecouldjustheadtothe

cafeteriainthebasetohaveourlunchthere,right?Iwonderifitwouldbeconvenientforyou,Mr.

Younger?”

MasterGhostaskedashesmiledmysteriouslyatthistime.

“Ah?Yes,itwouldbeconvenientforme.Afterall,Mr.Crawfordwillbeachiefinstructoratourbasein



thefuture.So,IcanalsointroducesomeofthefacilitiesattheDragonSquadbasetoMr.Crawfordand

MasterGhostalongtheway!”Hubertsaidashesmiled.

GeralddidnotknowwhatMasterGhostwasuptothistime,butsinceMasterGhostwantedtotakea

lookaroundtheDragonSquadbase,hecertainlyhadhisownreasonsfordoingso.

So,thethreeofthembeganwalkingtowardthecafeteriaintheDragonSquadbase…

Chapter1535

Atthismoment,inthecafeteria.

Therewasamemberwhohadbruisesalloverhishands,tremblingasheheldatraywithbothhands.He

hadjustsatdownatoneoftheseats.

“Hey!Whotoldyouthatyoucouldsitdown?BrotherYarethdoesnothaveanyfruitsyet.Hurryupand

getsomefruitsforBrotherYarethnow!”

Severalyoungpeoplewhoweresittingnearbyspokecoldlytothisyoungman.

Alloftheseyoungpeoplehadanarrogantanddomineeringlookontheirfaces,andtheywereobviously

makingfunofthisyoungman.

Amongsttheseseveralyoungpeople,itwasobviousthatthepersonsittinginthecenterofthecrowd

wasnoneotherthanBrotherYareth.Atthismoment,hesimplynarrowedhiseyes,andhehadaplayful

smileonhisfaceashewitnessedthescenebeforehim.

“Okay!I’llgoandgetitnow!”

Theyoungmanbithislipslightly.Itwasclearthatthiswasveryhumiliatingforhim,buthestoodup

anywayashewenttogetsomefruitsbeforeplacingthembesideYareth.



Assoonashesatdownagain,theyoungmanatthesidejustnowshoutedagain,“Whatkindoffruits

didyoubringhere?!Changeittoasmallerone!Hurryup!”

Theyoungmansneered.

Assoonashewasdonespeaking,thefewpeoplearoundhimcouldnothelpbutcovertheirmouthsto

stifletheirlaughter.

Finally,thatyoungmancouldnotstanditanymore.

“FinnickMackrill,haveyouguyshadenough?!AllofusaretrialmembersoftheDragonSquad.So,why

doIhavetolistentoallofyourcommandsanddemands?!”

Theyoungmanslammedhishandsonthetable.

“You’reyelling?Youactuallydaretotalkback?!Itseemsasthoughthelessonswehavegivenyouare

notenough!”

Afterhewasdonespeaking,Finnicksweptalloftheapplesonthetable,andithitthericeplateinthe

youngman’shanddirectly.

Therewasaloudcrashingsound,andthericeplatesmashedandscatteredallovertheground.

“You!”

Theblueveinswereragingontheyoungman’sforehead.



Heclenchedhisfiststightly,butheswallowedhisrageandangeranyway.

“He’ssuchabully!Iheardthatwhenthiskidfirstjoinedtheteam,heworkedveryhard,andheeven

surpassedYarethJoleinoneofthetests.Intheend,heendedupinthisstateaftergettingbulliedand

humiliatedbyYarethJole’speopleeveryday.Justlookatallofthescarsonhisbody!”

“Sigh!Whatelsecanbedone?HowcouldhepossiblyhaveagoodlifeaftergettingtargetedbyYareth

Jole?IbelievethiskidwillnotbeabletocontinuestayingintheDragonSquadtrainingteamforlong.”

“Speakingofit,YarethJolehasaverystrongbackground,right?Heisnotonlyverystrongandpowerful,

buthealsocomesfromaverystrongbackground!”

“Thatisonlynatural.Whydon’tyouthinkaboutit?YarethJole’slastnameisJole,andthelastnameof

thecaptainoftheJoleteamisalsoJole.IthinkthatthecaptainoftheJoleteamishisbiologicaluncle.

Besides,I’vealsoheardpeoplesayingthattheDragonSquadchiefcaptain’sgranddaughterseemsto

haveaverystronginterestinYarethJole!”

“F*ck!Nowondernoonedarestosayanythingatalleventhoughthiskidisbeingbulliedlikethis!”

Everyonecouldonlykeepquietoutoffear.

Atthismoment,theycouldonlyjoininthefunastheywatchedtheyoungman,whowasgettingbullied

andhumiliatedatthistime.

Onthecontrary,Yarethsimplynarrowedhiseyesslightlyashecontinuedeatinghismealwithout

rushingatall.

Meanwhile,Finnickwalkedtowardtheyoungmanrelentlessly.



“Hahaha!What’sthematter?You’renotconvinced?”

Finnicksneeredbeforehecrushedandsteppedonthericeunderhisfeet.

Afterthat,hegrabbedahandfulofthedirtyricebeforehebroughtitdirectlyinfrontoftheyoungman.

“Kid!Youdonotknowyourownplaceandyouactuallydaredtoovertakeourboss?Therewillbeno

goodriceforyoutoday,andyoucanonlyeatthis!Iwantyoutopickitupandeatitnow!”Finnicksaid

viciously.

Theyoungman’sfaceflushedred.

Beforetheyoungmancouldevenreact,hehadalreadyreceivedanotherblowfromanotheroneof

Yareth’shenchmen,andhefelltothegrounddirectly.

Finnickgrabbedholdoftheyoungman’shairimmediatelybeforehebeganstuffingthericeintothis

youngman’smouth.

“He’stooruthless!”

Theotherpeopleatthescenestoodupoutofshockatthistime,butnoonedaredtosayanything.

“Ai…Aiden?!”

However,atthismoment,asomewhattremblingvoicesoundedfromthedoorway.



WhoelsecouldthispersonbeifitwasnotGerald?

Earlier,whenGerald,MasterGhost,andHuberthadwalkedin,theyhadhappenedtowitnessthisscene

thatwasunfoldinginfrontofthem.

WhenHubertsawthatthetrialmemberswerefighting,hewasabouttostepinandtakeaction.

However,hecouldsuddenlyfeelaverycoldintentcomingfromGerald,andhewassoterrifiedthathe

couldonlyswallowhiswords.

Emotional.ItseemedasthoughthispersonwasacquaintedwithMr.Crawford?

AsforGerald,hiseyeswereflashingredatthistime.

Theyoungmanwhowasgettingbeatenupwasnoneotherthanhisgoodbrother,Aiden.

Chapter1536

Ifhehadnotgottenaclearlook,Aiden,whowasseriouslyscarred,wouldbealmostunrecognizable.

“Hmph?So,itturnsouttobeCaptainYounger?”

Atthismoment,whenFinnickandtheotherssawHubertcomingin,theystoppedwhatevertheywere

doingbecausetheyweregivinghimalittleface.

“Mr…Mr.Crawford?”

AsforAiden,whowaslyingontheground,hiswholebodyshookviolentlyassoonashesawGerald.



Inaninstant,histearsofgrievancebeganpouringoutlikeafloodthathadbrokenthroughadamn.

“Mr.Crawford!”

Aidencriedasheyelledoutloud.

“Aiden!Hurryupandstandup!”

GeraldhurriedlyranovertohelpAidenup.

Tobehonest,ifhewasatanyotherlocation,hewouldhavealreadydisembodiedallofthesepeople.

However,sinceHubertwashere,GeraldbelievedthatHubertwouldcertainlygivejusticetohisbrother.

Ofcourse,thismatterwouldnotendjustlikethatregardlessofwhetherjusticewasservedornot.

ThiswasGerald’scharacternow.Nomatterwhowasrightorwrong,andregardlessoftheotherparty’s

identity,aslongasanyonedaredtotouchhisbrother,theotherpartywouldhavetopayapainfulprice

asaconsequenceofhisaction,evenifhisbrotherwastheoneatfault.

WhenHubertsawthatAidenseemedtohaveacloserelationshipwithGerald,hewasalsoveryangry.

Atthistime,hehurriedlyreprimandedFinnickandtheothers.

However,FinnickandtheotherswerenotafraidofHubertatall.

“Hahaha!CaptainYounger,youhavenorighttolectureus.Ifyouhavetheabilitytodoso,youshould

goandlookforCaptainJole!WewillonlylistentoCaptainJole!Besides,itisalsononeofyourbusiness



evenifwedecidetoteachakidfromourtrialteamalesson!”Finnicksaidashesneered.

ThepersonbackingthemupwasofcoursenoneotherthanYareth,andtherewasnoneedtomention

theidentityofthepersonbackingYarethup.

Atthismoment,Hubertwassoangrythathecouldnotsayanythingelse.

MasterGhosthurriedlysupportedAiden,andhewantedtoletAidensitdownandrest.

Unexpectedly,Finnickglancedathisbuddieswhowerebehindhim.

Atthistime,ayoungmanquicklytooktheleadasherantotheseatwhereAidenwasabouttosit.

“Sorry!Thisseatisoccupied!”

Afterhesaidthosewords,agroupofpeoplebegansnickering.

“Youguys…”

MasterGhost’seyeswerefilledwithrage.

Nevertheless,MasterGhostsupportedAidenashebroughthimtoanotherspottositdown.

Justashewasabouttositdown…

“Sorry!There’ssomeonesittingheretoo!”



Anotheryoungmansaidashegrabbedtheseat.

Geraldfrownedslightly.

Atthismoment,helookedatYareth,whowassittingatthesidewithoutdoinganythingashecontinued

eatinghismealcalmly,andheinstantlyunderstoodwhatwasgoingon.

“IreallyneverimaginedthatthisishowthepeoplefromtheDragonSquadbaseare!”

AftersupportingAidentoafewseatswhichwerequicklyoccupiedandtakenbythesepeoplefirst,one

aftertheother,MasterGhostspokeupangrily.

Atthatmoment,hedecidedtosupportAidenandbringhimtoaseatthatwaslocatednearthedoor

instead.

AsforFinnick,helaughedslightlyasheplacedbothofhishandsinhispockets.

Atthismoment,hehurriedlyranover…

“Sorry,but…”

AssoonasFinnickopenedhismouthafterhegrabbedtheseatfromAiden,hewasslappeddirectlyon

hisface.

Finnickflewoutsidewaysdirectly,smashingdownadozentables,oneaftertheother.



Amouthfulofhisteethalsoscatteredallovertheground,andhalfofhisfacewassmashedin.

Itwasobviousthatthisslaphadalreadydeformedhisfacecompletely.

ThepersonwhohadslappedhimwasnoneotherthanGerald.

Geraldhadonehandinhispocketashepattedthedustoffhisbodywithhisotherhand.Afterthat,he

lookedattheaudiencewhowereallstunnedashesaid,“Sorry,butmyhandwasfeelingalittleitchy

justnow!”

Chapter1537

“Whoareyou?!”

OneoftheyoungmenrushedoverdirectlyashequestionedGeraldbecausehewasinstantlyangered

whenhesawGeraldgivingFinnicksuchahardblow.

AsforYareth,whohadbeensquintinghiseyesallthiswhile,hefinallyopenedhiseyesatthismoment

ashelookedatGerald.

“Thisismybrother.Howarewegoingtosettlethisscoresinceyouguysactuallydaredtobullymy

brother?So,whodiditjustnow?!”Geraldaskedinacoldvoice.

“Pfft!Youbrat!Whodoyouthinkyouare?Idid!So,whatareyougoingtodoaboutit?”Ayoungman

said.

“D*mn!Ididittoo!”

Atthismoment,aboutadozenyoungmenstoodinfrontofGerald.



Allofthemhadtheirhandscrossedinfrontoftheirchest,andsomeofthemhadevenpickeduptheir

weapons.

ItseemedasthoughtheyweretryingtodeterGeraldwiththeiraura.

“Isthatso?Itseemsasthoughyouguyshavenointentionofrepentingatall,huh?”Geraldsaidwithan

indifferentsmileonhisface.

“Hahaha!Repent?Ifyouhavetheguts,youcandealwithadozenofus.Otherwise,wewillhavetotake

actionagainstyouandavengeourbrother!”Oneoftheyoungmenstoodandspokeupashelaughed.

Whatajoke!Whydidn’tthiskidtakealookaroundhimandseewhoseterritorythiswas?

WhowouldnotknowthattheJolefamilyandtheLockfamilyactuallyhadaverybigreputationand

backgroundintheDragonSquad?

Thiskidactuallydaredtoprovokesomeonewhowasobviouslymoresuperiorcomparedtohiminterms

ofpowerorstrength?

“Avengeyourbrother?Howareyouplanningtodothat?”Geraldaskedashesmiledcoldly.

“It’sverysimple.Wewillsimplyremoveallfourofyourlimbsandknockoutalltheteethinyourmouth!

Ofcourse,youcanfightbacktooaslongasyou’resurethatyoucanhandleadozenofus!”

TheyoungmensneeredastheyclosedinonGerald.

“Alright,then.Sinceallofyouhavetakenaction,Idonotmindevenifallofyouendupinthesame

stateashim!”



Assoonashisvoicefell,alloftheyoungmenrushedforwardlikeapackofwolvestoattackGerald.

AsforGerald,hedidnotholdbackatall.

Atthismoment,hetransformedintoashadowdirectly,andhetransformedamidstthegroupofpeople.

Thedeafeningsoundofslapsresoundedthroughoutthecafeteria.

Immediatelyafter,therewasaburstofscreamsthatsoundedlikepigsgettingslaughtered.

Verysoon,thesepeoplewerealllookingfortheirteethallovertheground.

Afterall,Geraldhadonlyhadtotakeafewshortbreathsfromthemomenthehadstartedhittingthem

untilhewasdonedealingwiththem.

Atthismoment,everyonewasdumbfoundedatthescenebeforethem.

EvenHubertswallowedhissalivawithagulp.

Tooruthless.Hewastrulytooruthless!

AsforYareth,hefinallyopenedhiseyescompletely,asthescenebeforehimmadehimfeelutterly

incredulous.

Whothehellwasthisperson?



Whywashesopowerful?!

Coldsweatbeganflowingoutfromhisforehead,andhislegsalsobegantremblinguncontrollablyatthis

time.

Hewastoostrongandpowerful!

Whatwasevenmoreterrifyingwasthatatthistime,GeraldactuallyslowlywalkedovertoYareth.

“You’retheirleader?”Geraldaskedindifferently.

“No…no!”

Yarethsubconsciouslyshookhishead.

GeraldraisedhishandasheslappedYarethacrosshisface.

“Aren’tyoutheYoungMasterJoletheyweretalkingabout?”Geraldaskedcoldly.

“Yes,yes,yes!”

Yarethnoddedimmediately.

“Howaboutmybrother,then?”GeraldaskedashelookedatYareth.



“Allofuswillgetalongandlivepeacefullytogetherinthefuture!”

Chapter1538

Yarethfelttrulydisgraced,andhewasutterlyhumiliatedtoday.

Thiswasbecausetheeyesofthecrowdwerealllookingathim,hopingthathewouldmakeamoveand

fightbackagainstthisstrongman.

Unexpectedly,hehadactuallyconcededallatonce.

ThiswasindeedwaytoopainfulforYareth.

However,therewasnootherway.Afterall,hedidnotwanthisteethtobescatteredallovertheground.

“I’mnottalkingaboutthat.Itseemsasthoughyouhavebulliedmybrotheralot.So,howareyougoing

tomakeituptomybrothernow?Ifyoudon’t,I’llabolishyouonthespot,regardlessofwhoyouareor

whatyourbackgroundis!”Geraldsaidashestaredcoldlyathim.

ThismadeYarethbreakoutincoldsweatalloverhisbody.

“Brother,whydon’twejustforgetit?”

AsforAiden,heknewaboutYareth’sbackgroundverywell.So,hecouldnothelpbutspeakupashe

walkedtowardGerald’sside.

GeraldsimplypattedAiden’sshoulderbeforehelaughedslightly.

“Aiden,haveyouforgotten?Doyourememberthatyouweretheonewhotoldmethatyouwould



makesurethatpeoplewouldhavetopaybackathousandtimesmoreaslongasanyoneoffendedyou?

Youtoldmenottobeafraidofthosepeoplebecauseyouguyswouldalwayshavemyback!Doyoustill

remembersayingthosewords?”Geraldasked.

“OfcourseIrememberthat!”

Aidenbithislipslightly.

“Yoelismybrother,andyou’realsomybrother.Thebothofyoulostyourfamilyandeverythingthat

youhadbecauseofmebackthen.I’llalwaysrememberyourloyaltyandloveforme.IalsosworethatI

wouldneverallowthepeoplearoundmetogethurtagain.So,Aiden,youdon’thavetoworryabout

anythingbecauseI’vegotyourback!”Geraldtoldhim.

Aidennoddedheavilywhenheheardthis.

“So,hehastopaythepriceandconsequencesforhisactionstoday!”

“I’llgiveyoutwooptionsnow.YourfirstoptionisthatI’llabolishyouandturnyouintoacrippletoday.

Yoursecondoptionistocrawlundermybrother’scrotchinfrontofme.Inthefuture,you’llalsohaveto

refertomybrotherasyourmasterwhenyouseehim!Ifyoudonotdothat,I’llkillyouthenexttimeI

seeyou!”GeraldspokeupashestareddirectlyatYareth.

“What?Youwantmetosufferthehumiliationofcrawlingunderhiscrotch?!”

Yareth’seyesturnedredinaninstant.

Hereally,reallywishedthathisunclewasbyhissiderightnow.

Yarethwassimplyextremelyashamedandutterlyhumiliatedwhenhesawthateveryonewasstaringat



himatthistime.

“I…I’mthethree-hundred-and-fifty-seventh-generationheirofthePromissorySect.I…Icannot

crawl…!”Yarethpleaded.

Assoonashewasdonespeaking,Geraldgrabbedhisheadandpressedhimdirectlytotheground.

Hewasutterlydefenseless,andhisfacehitthegroundheavily.

Hiswholefacewascoveredinbloodinaninstant.

Geraldcontinuedsteppingonhisheadashesaid,“Now,Inotonlywantyoutocrawlundermy

brother’scrotch,butIalsowantyoutocallhimyourmasterasyoucrawlunderhiscrotch!Ifyoucannot

doit,I’lldestroyyourightnow!”

Geraldincreasedhisstrengthslightly.

“Ahhh!”Yarethscreamedoutinterror.

“I…I’lldoit!I’lldoit!Don’tdoanythingtome!”

Yarethclenchedhisfiststightly,andhissharpnailssankdeepintohispalmsbecauseofthestrongforce.

Hefeltastrongburstofpainbecauseofthat.

Thismomentwasjusttoopainfulforhim.

Inthepast,hehadalwaysbeentheonewhowastreatingotherslikethis.However,heneverwould



haveexpectedthathewouldactuallybetheonegettinghumiliatedheretoday.

Moreover,thepersoninfrontofhimdidnotseemtocareatalleventhoughhehadalreadymentioned

thePromissorySect.

“I’llcrawl!”

Yarethcrawledupfromthegroundwithmuchdifficulty.

AsforAiden,hefeltasthoughjusticehadfinallybeenrestoredforhim.Yarethhadbeenbullyinghimso

muchallthiswhile,andnowthatthingshadalreadycometothisstate,Aidencouldfinallytrampleall

overYareth’sheadatthistime.

Atthismoment,YarethslowlycrawledtowardAiden’scrotch.

Hewasmovingveryslowly,andhewasevencryingoutloudinhisheart.

‘Uncle!Hurryupandcome!I’vealreadysentareporttoyou!Hurryupandcomehere!’

‘Ifyoudon’tcomenow,yournephewwillsufferandgethumiliatednow!Inthatcase,you’llnotbeable

tofaceothersinthefuture!’

‘Besides,ifwordaboutthismatterweretoreachFiaLock’sears,I’llnotbeabletobecomethegrandson

-in-lawoftheLockfamily,then.’

‘Atthattime,yourplanwillbeacompleteloss!’



‘Uncle,hurryupandcome!’

Yarethcriedoutloudinhisheart.

Andjustashewasloweringhisheadtostartcrawlingunder…

“CaptainYounger,thehelperthatyou’vehiredthistimeseemstobereallydomineering,right?I’d

honestlyliketoseehowincredibleandpowerfulyourso-calledMr.Crawfordis!”

Atthismoment,avoicethatcarriedahintofridiculesoundedfromthedoor.

Therewasarushoffootsteps.

Afterthat,alargenumberofmasterspouredintothecafeteriaastheysurroundedGeraldandthe

otherscompletely.

Theirleader,Burnard,walkedincoldlywithhishandsbehindhisback…
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“IthinkthisfriendofyourshereistheMr.GeraldCrawfordthatCaptainYoungerhasinvitedhereto

becomethechiefinstructor,right?”

BurnardsaidwithhishandsbehindhisbackashesneeredwhilelookingatGerald.

“That’sright!”



Geraldnodded.

“Hahaha!Itseemsasthoughwereallyshouldnotjudgeabookbyitscover!Ineverwouldhave

imaginedthatyou’dactuallypossessthiskindofstrengthatsuchayoungage.Thatisindeed

admirable!”

“ButI’veoftenheardpeoplesayingthatapersonwouldoftenoverestimatethemselveswhentheyhave

greaterstrengthandabilities.Ididnottakegoodcareofyourbrotherwhenhewastrainingwithus.

However,youcannotpushalltheblameentirelyontomynephew,Yareth.Ifyouwanttoblame

someone,youshouldalsoblameyourbrotherfornotknowinghisownplace!Hahaha!”

Burnardcontinuedlaughingashewavedhishand.

WhenYarethsawthat,heimmediatelygotupfromthegroundandranbehindBurnard.

“Uncle,ifyoudidnotcomeintime,I’dhavebeen…”Yarethhurriedlysaidfearfully.

“Alright,that’senough.Youdon’tneedtosayanythingelse.I’malreadyhere!”Burnardsaidashe

pattedYarethonhisshoulder.

Atthesametime,heglancedatYareth,signalingforhimtopreparetowatchagoodshow!

AsforYareth,heobviouslyknewthenatureofhisuncle’sheartandcharacterverywell.

Sincehehadalreadybeensobadlyinsultedandhumiliated,howcouldhisunclepossiblyletitgojust

likethat?



Atthistime,hisunclewassimplyusinghiswordstomakesurethattheotherpartynamedGerald

Crawfordwouldbecompletelyspeechlessanddumbfounded.Whentheotherpartywascompletelyata

lossforwords,hisunclewouldthentakeadvantageoftheopportunitytolaunchanattacktoeradicate

thisgroupofpeoplewiththehelpoftheDragonSquad.

Hahaha!Thiswasnotthefirsttimehisunclehadusedthistactic.

Atthismoment,YarethsimplynoddedgentlyashelookedatGeraldandhisgroupfromthesideashe

sneered.

BurnardactedasifnothingwaswrongbeforehecontinuedspeakingashelookedatGerald.

“Mr.Crawford,look.Inthefinalanalysis,itwasadozenofthemwhohadbulliedyourbrotheralone.

Butlookwhatyou’vedonenow?Yousingle-handedlyabolishedadozenoftheDragonSquad’stalented

newblood.TheyweresupposedtobethefuturepillaroftheDragonSquad,butbecauseofyour

selfishness,youhaveabolishedtheentirehopeandfutureoftheDragonSquad.Don’tyouthinkthat

you’vegoneoverboardthistime?”

Burnardwasnotspeakingfromhisownpointofview,buthewasusingtheDragonSquadasanexcuse

anddefense.

AsforHubert,hehadalreadylong-expectedBurnard’ssetup.

Hewantedtorefutehiswordsatthistime,buthetrulycouldnotfindanyreasonstorefutehiswordsat

all.Indeed,ifheweretothinkaboutitthatway,Mr.Crawfordhadbeenalittletooruthless.

WhatHubertwasafraidofwasthatBurnardwouldcontinueusingtheDragonSquadasanexcuseto

sowdiscordanddriveawedgebetweenthesepeople.

Hubertwasveryanxiousatthistime.



“Moreover,Mr.Crawford,wenaturallyhaveourownrequirementsandrulesattheDragonSquadbase.

Ifyourbrotherwashumiliated,thereisnaturallyaspecialplaceforustodealwithit.Youdealtwith

thesepeoplesoruthlesslyattheDragonSquadbase.So,doesthatmeanthatyoudonothaveanyform

ofrespectfortheDragonSquadbaseatall?”Burnardcontinuedsniping.

“That’sright!Uncleisright!WhatdidyouthinkoftheDragonSquadbase?Whatdidyouthinkthisplace

is?Didyoureallythinkthatyoucoulddowhateveryouwanttodohere?You’resimplylawless!”Yareth

saidcoldlyashesneered.

Assoonashewasdonespeaking,helookedathisuncleandsmiledwithasmuglookonhisface.

Thebothofthemweresmiling,andtherewasahintofridiculeatthecornersoftheirmouth.

ItwasobviousthattheywantedtoforceGeraldintoadesperatesituationsothattheycouldusethe

DragonSquadtoeradicatehim.

“You’vedonehimharm!”

AsGeraldwasfacedwithBurnard,whowasintentionallytryingtomakethingsdifficultforhim,Gerald

simplyraisedhishandandspoketoBurnardashepointedatYareth.

“What?Whatdoyoumeanbythat?”Burnardaskedashefrownedslightly.

“Igavehimtwooptionsjustnow,andoneofthemwasawayforhimtolive.Thewayforhimtolivewas

thathesimplyneededtocrawlundermybrother’scrotch!Otherwise,Iwouldhavetokillhimandlet

himsufferamiserabledeath!”Geraldsaidindifferently.

“Butjustnow,heignoredmywordscompletely.Justwhenhecouldhavecrawledundermybrother’s



crotchandbesafeandsound,hechosetogiveuponthischancetolive!”

Geraldshookhisheadhelplessly.

ThesewordsmadeYarethswallowamouthfulofsalivawildly.

AsforBurnard,hiseyelidstwitchedfiercelyatthistime.

“Mr.Crawford,youdidnotseemtohaveheardmywordsclearlyjustnow,didyou?Ididnotmeanthis

atall…”

AhintofruthlessnessflashedthroughBurnard’seyesinaninstant.

“RegardlessofwhetherIheardyouclearlyornot,it’salreadytoolatenow.Didyoureallythinkthatyou

wouldbeabletotrickmeandmakemefeelmorallyinclinedtogiveinjustbecauseyousaidafew

words?Ordidyouhonestlythinkthatyou’rethatwiseorintelligent?”

“Hahaha!Unfortunately,I’vealreadyseencountlesspeoplejustlikeyou!AndI,GeraldCrawford,have

alwayshadahabitofkeepingmywords!So,ifIsaidthatI’mgoingtokillsomeone,thatpersonwillhave

todie!”

Geraldsneered.

Atthatmoment,Geraldpinchedhisswordfinger.

Inaninstant,agoldenglowinstantlyenvelopedhim.



Thespaceinfrontofhimseemedtobesurging.

Chapter1540

Assoonasthegoldenlightshotout,itpiercedrightthroughYareth’sneckinaninstant,likethebladeof

aknife.

Yareth’seyeswerewideopen,butnotlongafterthat,hefelltothegroundinstantly.

“Yareth!!!”

Burnard’seyeswidenedinshock.

Hiseyesocketsinstantlyturnedred.

Thiswasbecausehehadnowaytoblockorstopthatpowerfulblowjustnowatall.

“Youkilledmynephew!!!”Burnardroaredangrily.

“Youkilledhimwhenheonlycommittedaslighttransgression!”

Burnardneverwouldhaveimaginedthatthispersonstandinginfrontofhimwouldactuallybeso

ruthless.

“Ihadalreadysaiditveryclearly.Heobviouslydidnotneedtodiejustnow.Allthathehadtodowas

crawl,butyouweretheonewhoaskedhimtostandup.So,hehadtopaythepriceforhisactionsand

decision!”Geraldsaidindifferently.



“Youb*stard!Don’tyouhaveanyrespectforthePromissorySectatall?!”

Burnardwascompletelyheartbrokenanddistressed.

Everyoneelsealsoswallowedtheirsalivainhorror.

“ThePromissorySect?I’veneverheardofitbefore!”Geraldshookhisheadashelaughedbitterly.

“Youb*stard!I’mgoingtofightitoutwithyou!”

Atthatmoment,BurnardwasfilledwithamurderousauraasherusheddirectlytowardGerald…

Atthesametime,attheheadquartersofficeatthebase.

“TeamLeaderLock!It’snotgood!Somethingterriblehashappened!”

Aninstructorrushedindirectly.

“Hm?Whatisit?Whyareyousoflustered?”

TeamLeaderLockfrownedimmediately,ashewaspracticinghiswritingatthistime.

“Thereisafightgoingoninthecafeteria!”

“What’sthebigdeal?Sendsomeonetheretodealwithitimmediately,then!”TeamLeaderLocksaid

helplessly.



“No!No!It’sYarethJolewhogotintoafightwiththenewchiefinstructor,Mr.Crawford.Asaresult,

YarethprovokedMr.Crawford,andheendedupgettingbeheadeddirectlybyMr.Crawford!”

“Andnow,CaptainJolehasalreadystartedmakinghismoveonMr.Crawford!”

“What?!”

Thepeninhishandfelltothegroundinaninstant.

TeamLeaderLockthenasked,“Bytheway,whoisthisMr.Crawfordyou’retalkingabout?”

“It’stheyounginstructorthatCaptainYoungerinvitedtocomeover!”

“Hurryup!We’llgoovertheretotakealook!”

Ashespoke,TeamLeaderLockhadalreadyledhismenoverthere.

Theyonlysawmanypeoplesurroundingthesceneoutside.

However,whatwassurprisingwasthefactthateveryonehadalreadystoppedtalkingatthistime,and

thescenewassoquietandsilentthatitwasabsolutelyterrifying.

AsfortheThirdTeamLeader,hewasalsostandingaside,andtheydidnotknowwhathehadseen,but

hewascompletelydumbfoundedatthistime.

Itfeltasthoughhehadturnedsillyfromtheshock.



“ThirdTeamLeader,howisthesituationhere?”TeamLeaderLockaskedcoldly.

“ChakraKing!”

ThirdTeamLeadersaidwithablankexpressiononhisface.

“Whatdidyousay?”TeamLeaderLockaskedagaininalowvoice.

“TheRuneRealmwhichisabovethecultivationrealm!Oh,myGod!IactuallysawaChakraKingfor

myselftoday!”ThirdTeamLeaderwasabouttocryoutofexcitement.

“Whatdidyousay?ChakraKing?!”

WhenTeamLeaderLockheardhiswordsclearly,hiseyeswidenedforamoment,andhiswholebody

begantremblingandshakingviolently!!!

Chapter1541

Assoonasthegoldenlightshotout,itpiercedrightthroughYareth’sneckinaninstant,likethebladeof

aknife.

Yareth’seyeswerewideopen,butnotlongafterthat,hefelltothegroundinstantly.

“Yareth!!!”

Burnard’seyeswidenedinshock.



Hiseyesocketsinstantlyturnedred.

Thiswasbecausehehadnowaytoblockorstopthatpowerfulblowjustnowatall.

“Youkilledmynephew!!!”Burnardroaredangrily.

“Youkilledhimwhenheonlycommittedaslighttransgression!”

Burnardneverwouldhaveimaginedthatthispersonstandinginfrontofhimwouldactuallybeso

ruthless.

“Ihadalreadysaiditveryclearly.Heobviouslydidnotneedtodiejustnow.Allthathehadtodowas

crawl,butyouweretheonewhoaskedhimtostandup.So,hehadtopaythepriceforhisactionsand

decision!”Geraldsaidindifferently.

“Youb*stard!Don’tyouhaveanyrespectforthePromissorySectatall?!”

Burnardwascompletelyheartbrokenanddistressed.

Everyoneelsealsoswallowedtheirsalivainhorror.

“ThePromissorySect?I’veneverheardofitbefore!”Geraldshookhisheadashelaughedbitterly.

“Youb*stard!I’mgoingtofightitoutwithyou!”

Atthatmoment,BurnardwasfilledwithamurderousauraasherusheddirectlytowardGerald…



Atthesametime,attheheadquartersofficeatthebase.

“TeamLeaderLock!It’snotgood!Somethingterriblehashappened!”

Aninstructorrushedindirectly.

“Hm?Whatisit?Whyareyousoflustered?”

TeamLeaderLockfrownedimmediately,ashewaspracticinghiswritingatthistime.

“Thereisafightgoingoninthecafeteria!”

“What’sthebigdeal?Sendsomeonetheretodealwithitimmediately,then!”TeamLeaderLocksaid

helplessly.

“No!No!It’sYarethJolewhogotintoafightwiththenewchiefinstructor,Mr.Crawford.Asaresult,

YarethprovokedMr.Crawford,andheendedupgettingbeheadeddirectlybyMr.Crawford!”

“Andnow,CaptainJolehasalreadystartedmakinghismoveonMr.Crawford!”

“What?!”

Thepeninhishandfelltothegroundinaninstant.

TeamLeaderLockthenasked,“Bytheway,whoisthisMr.Crawfordyou’retalkingabout?”



“It’stheyounginstructorthatCaptainYoungerinvitedtocomeover!”

“Hurryup!We’llgoovertheretotakealook!”

Ashespoke,TeamLeaderLockhadalreadyledhismenoverthere.

Theyonlysawmanypeoplesurroundingthesceneoutside.

However,whatwassurprisingwasthefactthateveryonehadalreadystoppedtalkingatthistime,and

thescenewassoquietandsilentthatitwasabsolutelyterrifying.

AsfortheThirdTeamLeader,hewasalsostandingaside,andtheydidnotknowwhathehadseen,but

hewascompletelydumbfoundedatthistime.

Itfeltasthoughhehadturnedsillyfromtheshock.

“ThirdTeamLeader,howisthesituationhere?”TeamLeaderLockaskedcoldly.

“ChakraKing!”

ThirdTeamLeadersaidwithablankexpressiononhisface.

“Whatdidyousay?”TeamLeaderLockaskedagaininalowvoice.

“TheRuneRealmwhichisabovethecultivationrealm!Oh,myGod!IactuallysawaChakraKingfor

myselftoday!”ThirdTeamLeaderwasabouttocryoutofexcitement.



“Whatdidyousay?ChakraKing?!”

WhenTeamLeaderLockheardhiswordsclearly,hiseyeswidenedforamoment,andhiswholebody

begantremblingandshakingviolently!!!

Chapter1542

“…What?AreyousayingthatGerald’salreadyarrivedattheRuneRealm?”askedthebewilderedYeshua

ashebegantremblingallover.

“That’sright!Hisstrengthknowsnoboundaries!Youknow,itbarelytookGeraldasinglehittosmash

Burnardintopieces!Whataterriblewaytodie…Regardless,Gerald’scurrentlysostrongthathe’s

probablynolongerafraidofanyofthechallengeshehastoface!”repliedthethirdteamleaderwhile

quiveringinfear.

“…TothinkthatsuchapowerfulpersonwasinWeston…Sinceit’scometothis,I’mfeelingrather

motivatednow!Afterall,it’dbeanhonorifheendsupagreeingtobeourchiefcoach!”declaredYeshua

inanowcomposedtone.

YeshuawasnolongertakingBurnard’sdeathtoheart.Afterall,nothingintheworldwasmore

importantthanthefactthatsomeonehadactuallymanagedtoentertheRuneRealm!

Justashewasthinkingthat,thecornerofYeshua’seyescaughtaglimpseofGerald—whohadboth

handsinhispockets—slowlyexitingthecrowd.

Withthat,Yeshaquicklywalkedovertohim,bowingslightlybeforehesaid,“I’vetreatedyouwaytoo

discourteouslyearlier,Mr.Crawford!Please,forgiveme!”

“Noworries,Mr.Lock!Idon’ttakeitpersonallyatall!”repliedGeraldwithasubtlesmile.



Quitehonestly,GeraldfeltlittleremorseforkillingBurnardandhisnephew.Afterall,bothofthemhad

actedprettyinsensibly.

“Thankyou,Mr.Crawford!Speakingofwhich,IheardHubertsaythatyouwishedtoborrowourSoul

ArchCompass!Truthbetold,wedon’tnormallyevenrevealittoothersunlesswefirstreceiveordersto

dosofromhigherauthorities.Afterall,thecompassistheDragonSquad’smostinvaluabletreasure.

However,sinceyou’reanextraordinaryperson,we’llcertainlyallowyoutouseit!”saidYeshua

extremelycourteously.

IfMr.CrawfordtrulywasapersonwhomanagedtoentertheRuneRealm,thenhewasundoubtedlya

rarespecimenonthisplanet.ShouldMr.Lockmanagetogetacquaintedwithhim,it’dsurelyendup

greatlyboostingboththeDragonSquad’sstrengthaswellasitsinternationalname!Withthatinmind,

theexperiencedandastuteYeshuadefinitelydidn’thaveaproblemwithanyofthis.

“I’mwellaware.However,theSoulArchCompassisequallyasimportanttous,whichiswhyIresorted

tocomingoverinthefirstplace!”repliedGerald.

Followingthat,GeraldallowedMasterGhosttofollowYeshua’smenintotheirbasetousetheSoulArch

Compass.

Itdidn’ttakelongbeforeMasterGhostwasabletolearnaboutsomemysteriesaswellasthelocationof

YearningIsland.

Aroundthattime,Yeshuasuddenlybegancoughingratherbadly,eventuallyevenvomitingsomeblood!

Evenso,Yeshualookedlikehewasusedtothis,andsimplyshookhisheadwithabittersmilebefore

explaining,“Apologies,Mr.Crawford!It’sratherembarrassingthatyouhadtoseethat…It’sjustthe

resultofanoldillnessofmine!”

“FromwhatIcansee,you’vebeentrainingyourmartialartsskillsinawaythatdoesn’tconformtohow

regularmartialartsarehoned.Asidefromthat,Icanalsosensethatyou’vebeentrainingyourinner



skillsforoverfiftyyears.Withthatinmind,it’snowonderwhyyou’resufferingfrominternalinjuries,”

repliedGeraldwithafaintsmile.

UponhearingGerald’sdeduction,theshockedYeshuacouldn’thelpbutwidenhiseyesashesaid,“I

havetosay,youtrulyareanextraordinaryperson,sir!Asyou’vesaid,I’vetrainedthissetofinnerskills

eversinceIwastwelve,makingitwelloverfiftyyearssinceI’vestartedmytraining!Alas,evenafter

trainingforsolong,IfindmyselfunabletoevenattainentrytotheSilverRealm!Regardless,my

ancestorsweretheoneswhohadcreatedthissetofmartialartsskills,andit’sbeenpasseddowntoall

subsequentgenerationsoftheLockfamily.Evenso,Idowonderwhyyousaidthatthesemartialarts

skillsdon’tconformtohowregularmartialartsarehoned…”

YeshawashonestlysurprisedbyGerald’sclaimsincehehadbeenquiteconfidentofhisfamily’smartial

artsskillsfromtheverybeginning.

“Well,itreallydoesn’t.Withthatsaid,I’dliketomomentarilystaywithintheDragonSquadinorderto

teachyouaformation,thoughknowthatit’lltakesometime.Inreturn,ifitisn’ttooinconvenient,I’d

likeyoutoshowmemoreofyourfamily’sinnerskillsandmentaltrainingtechniquesforobservation

purposes.Ifyoudoso,I’llalsohelpcureyourinjuries!”proposedGerald.

“…Oh?I’dappreciatethat,Mr.Crawford!”

FollowingYeshua’sagreement,Geraldeasilycuredallhispastwounds,andthissurprisedYeshuayet

again.

Afterall,notonlydidMr.Crawfordexhibitexceptionalmedicalskills,buthisgreatmasteryoverinternal

skillswasalsoincomparabletowhatordinarypeoplecouldeverhopetoachieve.

Whatmore,Geraldevenpointedoutfifteenfaultstohisfamily’strainingtechniques.Naturally,after

performingthemthewayGeraldsuggested,theresultswerenothingshortofmiraculous.

Duetothat,YeshuanowreveredGeraldgreatly…



Chapter1543

“Mr.Crawford,thefactthatyou’veevenmanagedtoentertheRuneRealmrealmatyourageis

immenselyadmirable!Withthatsaid,Idohopeyoucouldtellmewhatrankyoucurrentlyarewithin

thatrealm…?”askedYeshua.

“Truthbetold,I’mnottoosureaboutthateither.However,Idorememberoneofmysubordinates

tellingmethatIneededtheSceoliumoftheRingmasterofObliterationtocheckformyrank,”replied

Gerald.

“Ah,theDragonSquadalwayshasSceoliumwithus.Ifyou’rewonderinghowit’susedtodetermine

one’srank,itessentiallydetectsthecontentsofaperson’sessentialqi.Withthatinformation,onewill

beabletoascertainwhatranktheytrulyare.Withthatsaid,whydon’tyougiveitatry,Mr.Crawford?”

askedYeshuawhoalmostseemedoverlykeenonpleasingGeralddespitehavingfulfilledallofGerald’s

previousrequests.

FollowingGerald’sapproval,Yeshuathenwalkedovertoabookshelf—inhisoffice—beforeflippingona

hiddenswitchbehindit.Asecondlater,amechanismcouldbeheard‘clinking’asthebookshelfslowly

swungopen…revealinganancient—andrathersimple-looking—Sceolium.

“Pleaseplacebothyourhandsonit,Mr.Crawford.Followingthat,I’dlikeyoutodirectyouressentialqi

intothestone.Withthatdone,we’llbeabletofindoutwhatspecificrankyou’recurrentlyat!”

explainedYeshuawhowashonestlyeagertofindoutaswell.

“Verywell,”repliedGeraldwhowasjustaseagertofinallyknowhowstronghetrulywas.

Afterdoingashewasinstructed,noticeablechangescouldbeseenontheSceolium.Beforelong,the

resultswererevealed…

“…You…You’vealreadyenteredtheThird-rankRuneRealm…!”exclaimedYeshuawhosemouthwas

nowagapewithshock.



‘Bygod!He’sonlyinhistwenties,no?!Whatamiracle!’Yeshuathoughttohimself.

Quitehonestly,YeshuahadbeenskepticalwhentheThirdteamleadertoldhimthatGeraldhad

managedtoascendintotheRuneRealm.Now,however,hehadzerodoubtsaboutit.

NowonderGeraldbarelyhadanytroublekillingthosemasters!

FromwhatYeshuaknew,manyNinth-rankmastersfoundithardtoeverproceedbeyondthatrank,

evenaftertrainingtheirentirelives.Inotherwords,beingabletoentertheRuneRealmwasalready

leaguesbeyondwhataNinth-rankmastercouldeverhopetoachieve!

“Ikeephearingpeopletalkaboutthis‘RuneRealm’…Howmuchdoyouknowaboutit,TeamLeader

Lock?”askedGerald.

“…Well…FromwhatI’veheard,theonlyoneswhohavemanagedtoenterthatrealmarepeoplewho’ve

livedforoverathousandyears!Whatmore,onlyveryfewhavemanagedtoentertheRuneRealm,and

you’renowamongthosepeople,Mr.Crawford!”repliedYeshua,filledwithevenmoreadmirationthan

before.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldfrownedashefelldeepintothought.IfwhatYeshuawassayingwastrue,

thendidthatmeanthatFinnley—hismaster—andhisgrandfatherhadalreadyenteredtheRuneRealm?

Ifthattrulywasthecase,thenitwouldexplainalot.

Afterall,whileGeraldalreadyknewthatFinnleyhadterrifyingstrength—thatGeraldwasn’tevenable

tomeasureatthetime—,henowrealizedthathehadn’tdoubtedhisgrandfather’struestrengthwhen

theywerestilltogether.Beingabletoconcealhistruestrengthsoperfectlywasproofthathis

grandfatherwasprobablyinthesameleagueasFinnleywas.

Whatmore,hisgrandfatherhadmanagedtotakedownthatgiantanacondawithgreatease.Withthat

inmind,GeraldwasnowprettycertainthathisgrandfatherhadtohaveenteredtheRuneRealmtobe

abletoperformthatfeat.



Geraldhadbeenawareofhowgreathispowertrulywasforquitesometimenow,thoughhisonlyway

ofmeasuringthatwasthroughthefactthatthemastershehadcomeacrosswereallnothingmorethan

antstohim.

WhilehenowknewthathehadenteredtheThird-rankoftheRuneRealm,hewascarefultoremind

himselfthathewasprobablynowhereclosetobeingthestrongestintheworld.

Afterall,hestilldidn’tknowhowstrongFinnley,Daryl,andtheKingofJudgmentPortalwere.

Withthatinmind,hewassurethattheRuneRealmwasn’tthehighestpointoftraining…

Fastforwardtosevendayslater,MasterGhostfinallyexitedthesecretroom,seeminglyhavingfounda

majordiscovery.

Chapter1544

Inthepastfewdays,MasterGhosthadbeenbusyusinghisNineDragonsCalculation

Technique—togetherwiththeSoulArchCompass—inordertoobtainthemostaccurateinformation

possible.

Throughouthistimeusingthecompass,MasterGhosttruthfullyfeltlikehewasthemaincharacterin

somemartialartsnovel.Afterall,hewasabletogainaccesstoinformationaboutstrange

incidents—thathadbeenrecordedindetailwithintheSoulArchCompass—thathadtakenplaceover

theyears.

Forexample,MasterGhostwasabletofindoutthattheDragonSquadhadexistedforwelloverten

thousandyears,thoughitnaturallydidn’tbearthenameitcurrentlydidbackthem.Evenso,the

importantthingwasthatitstillderivedfromthesamebloodline.HefoundoutthattheDragonSquad

backthenmostlydidundergrounddealingsaswell.

Eitherway,withthatinmind,hewasabletoaccuratelyconfirmthereadingshemade—throughthe

NineDragonsCalculationTechnique—byfact-checkingthedetail’shistoricalaccuracywiththerecorded



informationwithinthecompass.

Afterthatlongweek,notonlywasMasterGhostabletolearnofYearningIsland’slocation,buthealso

managedtogaininformationaboutthemasterofthatisland,thepersonwhostartedthewholeissue

regardingtheCrawfordfamily’sorigins.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldthensaid,“…Youknow,IheardLadyGuntermentionbackthenthatthe

Crawfordswereonceaverypowerfulfamilywhenitcametotraining…However,duetoacertain

incident,thefamilyendedupgettingruinedinasinglenight!However,grandpa…”

Momentarilyhesitanttocontinue,Geraldshookhisheadbeforeadding,“…FromwhatLadyGuntersaid,

grandpawastheonlyonewhomanagedtomakeitoutalivebackthen…Followingthat,heattempted

tohavehisrevengeontheGuntersbystealingamagicartifactfromthem.Unfortunately,hisplan

ultimatelyfailed.Inordertoavoidgettinghunteddown,hethenbeganlivinginseclusiononYearning

island.Heapparentlyhadamajorsecretwithhimbythentoo.Regardless,itwasthenwhenhe

establishedtheotherCrawfordfamily.Sometimelater,hewouldthenproceedtocreatetheCrawfordsI

livedwith!Isthatthewholestory…?”

Inresponse,MasterGhostsimplyshookhisheadbeforesaying,“Let’sjustsaythatwhatyoujusttold

meisasimplifiedversionofthewholestory.There’salotofotherimportantinformationthatyou’ve

skimmedpast!FromwhatI’velearnedfromtheSoulArchCompass,yourgrandfather…Heseemsfar

fromordinary,tosaytheleast…Afterall,heseemstohaveagreatconnectionwithanoldlegendthat’s

beenpresentonYearningIslandforthelongesttime!”

“A…legend?”askedGerald,feelingslightlystunned.

“Indeed.Yousee,YearningislandislocatedinamysteriousareawithinYanam’socean.FromwhatI’ve

gathered,alegendemergedtherearoundtenthousandyearsago…anditwasthelegendofaDevil

Incarnate!”repliedMasterGhostashealternatedhisgazebetweenthenowcuriousGeraldandYeshua.

Followingthat,hethencontinued,“Whilelotsoffishermensupposedlyfishedaroundthatareabefore

that,strangeincidentsbegantakingplacearoundtenthousandyearsago.Apparently,largegroupsof

fishermensimplystartedmysteriouslygoingmissing!Atthetime,somespeculatedthatthemissing



fishermenhadsimplylosttheirwayswhileoutatsea.However,theyweremenofthesea.Therewasno

waythatthatwasthecase!”

“Withthatinmind,moretheoriesbeganpoppingupamongtheremainingfishermen.Somesaidthat

theirdisappearancesweretheworkofseamonsters.Othershypothesizedthatthefishermencould

haveencounteredtyphoonsthatendedupdirectingthemtoforeignislands.Whateverthecasewas,

manyofthefishermenbeganconstantlyprayingforthemissingfishermen’ssafereturn…”

“Notlongafter,agroupoffishermenwhowereoutatseametwithatyphoon!Eventually,theyended

upbeingledtoadesertisland…Theshockingthingwas,notonlydidthefishermenfindseveraldried

corpsesthere,buttheyalsomanagedtoidentifythemtobethebodiesofthepreviouslymissing

fishermen!Understandingthattheirfriendshadtohavebeensuckeddrybysomethingtoendupthat

way—aftergoingmissingforjustafewdays—thefishermenwererightfullyterrified!”

“Thankfully,thetyphoondidn’ttaketoolongtodiedown,andtheuneasyfishermenquicklybrought

thecorpsesbackwiththemtotheirfishingvillage.Alas,upontheirreturn,thefishermenrealizedthat

alltheothersintheirvillagehadbeensuckeddryaswell!Noneofthecorpsestheycameacrosseven

hadadropofbloodleftinthem!Deeplygrieved,thefishermenrefusedtobelievethatthereweretruly

nosurvivors.Aftersearchingforalongtime,theydidmanagetofindasinglepersonwhowasstillalive.

Unfortunately,thepersonwasaknownfoolwithinthatvillage…”

“Uponaskinghimwhatexactlytookplace,thefool—whowasalsoknowntobearathergood

artist—begandrawingoutwhathehadwitnessed…Fullyawareofhispreferenceforcommunicating

throughpictures,thefishermensimplywaiteduntilhewasdone.Oncethefoolwasdone,however,the

fishermenfoundthemselvesshockedbywhattheysaw.”

“Apparently,theonewhohadsuckedallthevillagersdrywasapeculiar-lookingpersonwiththreeeyes!

Whatmore,thepersonhadfeetthatwereaslongashalfanadultmale!Withhairthathungdowntillits

waist,theabnormallylong-tonguedmonsterwasapparentlyalsocapableofhumanspeech!”

“Followingthat,thefoolexplainedthatwhenhehadfirstseenthemonster,avillagerhadaskeditwhat

itwasdoinghere.Inresponse,themonstersimplyquestioned,‘IsthisYearningVillage?’”



“Thesecondachildtoldthemonsterthatitwas,themonsterinstantlybegankillingeveryoneinthe

villageextremelycruelly!”

Afterexplainingallthat,MasterGhostsummarizedwhathadtakenplaceafter.Essentially,the

fishermenwhohadescapeddeathwereextremelyangry,soangryinfact,thattheyinstantlybegan

lookingforpeoplewhopossessedsupernaturalpowersinordertodealwiththatDevilIncarnate.

Revengewastheonlythingontheirminds…

NobodycouldhaveguessedthattheDevilIncarnatewasn’tameremindlesskillingmachine.Asthe

fishermenwouldeventuallycometolearn,itpossessedimmensesupernaturalpowersaswell!

Chapter1545

Duetothat,manygreatmasters—thatthefishermenhadhired—endedupgettingslaughteredbythe

DevilIncarnate.Eventhefishermenwhohadsurvivedpromptlymettheirendsatthehandsofthat

monster…

Bytheendofitall,theonlyoneleftstandingwasthefool…

However,afterwitnessingallthosedeaths,thefoolwassomehowabletoregainhiswitsandthink

normallyagain.Nowcapableofregisteringallthathadhappened,hefoundhimselfequallyasangered

asthepreviousfishermen,andhesoonbecamerevenge-drivenaswell.

Withhismentalcapabilitiesrestored,themanwasabletorecallanincidentthathadhappenedtohim

whenhewasmuchyounger.Essentially,hehadoncemetupwithanexceptionalmanwhohadwarned

himthataforeignandmaliciousdevil-likepersonwouldcometohisvillageoneday.

Withthreeeyes,largefeet,andratherlonghair,theexceptionalmanhadalsostatedthatuponthe

monster’sarrival,amassslaughteringwouldtakeplace,andnoneofthepeoplelivingontheisland

wouldbespared!Accordingtotheexceptionalman,themonster’sgoalwastoclaimtheislandfor

himselffortrainingpurposes.Afterall,thewayYearningIslandwaspositionedmadeitanextremely

strategiclocationbetweenheavenandearth.



Regardless,theimportantthingtonotewasthattheexceptionalmanhadtoldtheex-fooltolighta

specialincensewhenthemonstereventuallyarrived.Followingthat,theexceptionalmanwouldsurely

arrivetokillthedemon.

Sincetherewasprettymuchnothingelsehecoulddo,theex-foolimmediatelydidashehadbeen

instructed…

Beforelong,nightarrived,andalongwithitcametorrentialrains…Amidstthethunderandlightning,

theDevilIncarnate—whohadnoticedthatsomeonewasstillaliveontheisland—returnedtothevillage,

readytoeatupthelastpersonthere.

However,themonster’splanwasthwartedwhenoutoftheblue,aholy-lookingmansuddenlybolted

towardit!

WhileagreatbattleensuedbetweentheholymanandtheDevilIncarnate,intheend,hewasunableto

fullydefeatthemonster.Ashislastresort,hesacrificedhisprimordialspirittogreatlyhurttheDevil

Incarnate,simultaneouslymakingitweakenoughtobesealed!

Evenso,theDevilIncarnatewasextremelycunning.Uponnearingdeath,itreleaseditsprimordialspirit

fromitsbodybeforeformingademoniclightthatwouldinherititssoul.Itwasusingatechniquecalled

thedemonicincarnation,andwithit,themonsterwasabletoretainitsconsciousnessuntilitfounda

suitablehosttogetrebornin.

Oncethemonsterfoundasuitablehost,thedemonicincarnationwouldbeginalteringsaidperson’s

heart,graduallycausingthemtostartcreatingchaos.Bythatpoint,itwouldn’tbelongbeforeagreat

disasterwouldtakeplace.

Pausingforabriefmomentwhenhegottothispart,MasterGhostthenshookhisheadbeforeadding,

“…Followingthatincident,tenthousandyearswouldpassbeforeanyonereturnedtoYearningIsland.By

then,theoceansurroundingtheislandwasaptlynamedtheForbiddenSea.Regardless,nobody—if

anyoneevenknewabouthisexistenceinthefirstplace—hadanyideawheretheex-foolhadbeen

throughoutthisentiretime,atleastuntiltenyearsago.Itwasaroundthenwhenpeoplefinallyrealized

thatacultivatingfamilyhadmovedthere…AnditwastheCrawfordfamilyestablishedbyDaryl,the



masteroftheotherCrawfords!”

TurningtolookatGerald,MasterGhostwatchedastheyouthbegantremblingallover,clearlyunwilling

tobelievewhathehadjustheard.

Whocouldblamehim?Afterall,theDarylheknewwasakindandgentleperson.Howcouldwhat

MasterGhosthavesaidbetrue?But…ifitreallywastrue…

JustthinkingaboutitsentshiversdownGerald’sspine.

“…I’dbelyingifIsaidIdidn’tfindallthistobeunbelievable…Eitherway,withhowstrongandsecretive

heis,whatexactlyishispurpose…?”askedthebewilderedGerald.

Shakinghishead,MasterGhostsimplyreplied,“AllIcansayisthattheincidentisrathercomplicated.

WhileIcan’tsayforsurewhatDaryl’sexactmotivationis,Ididmanagetorecoversomerecordsabout

himinhisearlieryearsthatI’msureyou’llbeinterestedinfindingoutabout.Ialsobelievethatafter

hearingit,you’llstartgettingamuchbetterunderstandingofyourgrandfather!”

“Goon…”mutteredGeraldashestaredatMasterGhost.

“Well,youalreadyknowthattheCrawfordsthatDarylinitiallyfoundedwascompletelyravagedina

singlenight,correct?Thendoyouknowwhoitwaswhodidthedeed?”askedMasterGhostasheslowly

loweredhisvoice.
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“Who?”askedGerald.

“…ItwasDarylhimself.Inasinglenight,hecompletelyexterminatedtheCrawfords—whohadboth

birthedandraisedhim—withsometacticthat’scurrentlyunknown…Sincethen,he’slaidlowon

YearningIslandwhileestablishingtheotherCrawfordfamily.It’sworthmentioningthatitonlytookthe

otherCrawfordsafewdecadestoprosper.Infact,itisn’tevenastretchtosaythattheotherCrawford



family’sstrengthisseveraltimeshigherthanwhatthepreviousCrawfordscouldeverachieve!”

“Regardless,Darylbeganexecutinganotherplansometimelater,andtheplanwascalledthePlanof

Insights.He’sapparentlybeenmakingpreparationsforthatplanforthelongesttime,anditappears

thatyou’recloselyinvolvedwiththeplan’ssuccess.Healsoseemstobeholdingontosomesecretthat

I’veyettouncover…”explainedMasterGhost.

“…Isee.Justtoclarify,yousaidthatmanyoftheseincidentsarecloselyrelatedtomygrandpa,no?”

askedGerald,stillslightlyindisbelief.

“Indeed.Also,DarylapparentlyhasrathercloseconnectionswithJaellatraaswell!I’massumingthat

thisispartofhisPlanofInsights!”repliedMasterGhost.

“Jaellatra?Thelegendaryplacelocatedinthecenteroftheearth?”askedYeshua,alreadyfeeling

enlightenedjustfromlisteningtotheconversation.

AsMasterGhostnoddedatYeshua,Gerald—whonowhadaglintofdeterminationinhiseyes—said,“…I

don’tcarewhatthisPlanofInsightsis,nordoIcarewhoI’mfacing.Theonlyimportantthingtomenow

isthatIwon’tallowthatpersontodoanymoreharm!Withthatsaid,sinceyounowknowwhere

YearningIslandis,Iproposewesetoffforthatislandtoday.Honestly,afterrecentlyhearingsomuch

abouttheotherCrawfords,Ifindmyselfwantingtoseewhat’ssodifferentaboutthemcomparedtomy

ownfamily!”

“Soundslikeafineidea,Mr.Crawford.Youknow,theDragonSquadownsaspecialfleetofships…What

I’msuggestingisthatifyou’dlike,I’dbehappytocontributemyshareofpowerasthanksforyour

counselingthroughoutthesefewdays!”suggestedYeshuaquickly.

AfterwitnessingGerald’sstrengthandtraining,Yeshuasimplyhadagutfeelingthatifhecouldgeton

goodtermswiththispowerfulperson,boththeDragonSquadandtheLockfamily’sfuturewouldsurely

bebright.Withthatinmind,Yeshuawasn’tabouttomissanopportunitytohelpGerald.



UponhearingYeshua’skindgesture,Geraldagreedwiththeidea.Afterall,hewouldnowhaveawayto

headtotheislandtogetherwithhisexceptionalmenfromtheSacrasolisPalace.Withthat,morepeople

wouldbeabletolookoutforeachother.

Fastforwardtothenextmorning,thefleetoftenlargepassengerships—thatYeshuahadarrangedfor

Gerald—begandepartingforthesouthwestoceanareainYanam.

Standingonthedeckofoneoftheships,Geraldfoundhimselfstaringintothevastocean.Thelongerhe

stared,themoremelancholicGeraldfeltuntileventually,hefoundhimselfmuttering,“It’sbeenfour

yearssincewe’velastmet,Mila…Fourwholeyears…Thoughmanythingsremainedprettymuchthe

same,thepeoplearoundmehaveundergonevastchanges…I,too,amnolongerwhoIusedtobe…

Mila…Howareyoudoing…?Areyouevenstillaliveanymore…?”

WhilefindingMilahadbeenaconstantworryforhim,hecurrentlyhadgreaterconcernsforhisfamily

whohadbeencapturedbytheotherCrawfords.Hetrulywishedthattheyhadn’tsufferedtoomuch

whileawaitinghisrescuemission…

Truthbetold,giventhechoice,Geraldwouldverymuchprefertoendurethroughallthispainonhis

own…

Thentherewasthefactthathewouldverylikelyhavetofacehisgrandfather—whomhegreatly

respected—inthenearfuture.

AllthissimplymadeGerald’smoodextremelycomplicated.

Ashecontinuedtobevexedoutofhismind,afemininevoiceassweetasanoriole’ssuddenlysaid,

“Goodday,sir.Areyoupartofthispassengership’steam?”

Turningaround,Geraldwasgreetedbythesightoftwowomenstandingbehindhim.



Theonewhohadspokenwaswearingsportsattire,andherhairwasinaponytail.Asforher

appearance,itwasjustassweetandlovelyashervoicewas.Lookingtobearoundtheageoftwenty-

three,Geraldalsosensedthetemperamentofarichyoungladywithinher…
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Thesecondheturnedtohavealookattheothergirl,however,Geraldfoundhiseyelidsinstantly

twitching.Afterall,whilehehadcomeacrossmany,manybeautiesbeforethroughouthislifetime,he

stillfoundhimselfamazedbyhowdazzlingthiswomanlooked.

Wearingalong,graceful-lookingdress,theotherwomanhadexquisitefacialfeaturesandabuxombody

toboot.Thoughshewasdefinitelyeye-catching,shewasrelativelymorealoofwhencomparedtothe

ponytailedwoman.

Thestunningwomanherselfsimplystraightenedherhair—thathadbeenflyingallovertheplacedueto

theseabreeze—asshescannedGeraldfromheadtotoe.Afterabriefmoment,sheavertedhergaze,

clearlyhavinglostinterestinhim.

That,however,didn’tseemtobotherGeraldtoomuchsincehestillhadn’trecoveredfromhisearlier

grievingsessionanyway.Regardless,hethencasuallyasked,“…Yes?IstheresomethingIcanhelpyou

with?”

“Well,I’vebeenlookingatyouforawhilenow,andyouseemtohavequiteabitweighingyourmind.

You’rehonestlyquitehandsome,soIwaswonderingwhyyou’dhavesomanywoes.Regardless,didyou

knowthattheshipwillbepassingbyoneofYanam’sislandssoon?Oncewegettotheisland,myfriend

andIwillbemakingastoptheresinceourotherfriendstoldusthatapartywasbeingheldthere.

Puttingitstraightforwardly,I’mplanningoninvitinganynewfriendsI’vemadeonboardtoattendthe

partywithus.Thatway,everyonewillhavecompanions!”repliedtheponytailedwomanwithasmile.

“Actually,holdon,wherearemymanners?Haha!YoucancallmeSia,SiaTicer.Asforthisbeauty,her

nameisFiaLock.I’dintroduceyoutoourotherfriends,butthey’reallboardinganotherpassengership!

We’llbemeetingupattheislandthough,sodon’tworry!Nowthen,abouttheparty…Nottoberude,

butifyou’reunhappy,youreallyshouldfocusmoreonrelaxingyourself!Ifyou’reconstantlyillatease,

you’llneverbeabletodoanythingwell!”addedSia.



Uponhearingthat,FianudgedSiawithherelbow,asthoughshewastryingtoimplysomethingalong

thelinesof,‘Istherereallyaneedtotalkwithhimthatmuch?Lethimdecideonhisownwhetherhe

wantstogoornot!’

LookingatFia’sactions,GeraldwasremindedthatshewasYeshua’sgranddaughter.

SincehewasusingthepoweroftheDragonSquadtogoabouthisbusinessthistime,Geraldwaswell

awarethatitwouldbeinappropriateofhimtoheadtoYearningIslandwithgreatfanfare.Withthatin

mind,asidefromtheexceptionalpeoplefromtheSacrasolisPalaceandtheDragonSquad,Geraldhad

boardedtheshiptogetherwithseveralregularrichyoungheirsandwealthymerchantstocoveruphis

truemotives.

Regardless,despitehowstronghealreadywas,Geraldhonestlydidn’tmindjoiningthegirlsafter

hearingSia’spersuasion.Afterall,hereallydidneedtorelaxabitandhewasgettingratherbored

anyway.Whilehewasatit,hecouldprobablyalsousethechancetoinquiretherichmerchantsof

Yanamaboutsomethings.

Withthatinmind,GeraldthennoddedtoSia’sdelight.

Asmileonherface,Siathensaid,“I’mgladyouagreed!It’salwaysbesttohaveapositiveattitudeno

matterwhichpointwe’reatinlife!”

Nottoolongafter,theshipportedbyanisland.

ThoughGeraldfollowedSiadowntheship,MasterGhost,Carlos,andafewothersremainedonboard

tomakesomepreparations.Theywererighttobeworried,sincedangerousincidentscouldhappenat

anytimeoncetheygotcloseenoughtoYearningIsland.

“Sia!Fia!Overhere!”shoutedawavingyoungman—whowaspartofalargergroupofyoungpeople

whowerealreadywaitingattheport—thesecondhesawthetriowalkoutfromtheship.



FromwhatGeraldcouldsee,thereweremanyotherrichyoungpeoplegettingofftheotherpassenger

ships.Hisattentionwasbroughtbacktothecurrentscenewhenabespectacledyoungmanexcitedly

added,“Theparty’sbeenscheduledfortonight,youknow?Inotherwords,itstartsintenminutes!With

thatsaid,hurryupandgetinherealready!”

Thesecondthatyouth’ssentenceended,atallandleanyoungmancouldbeseenwalkingtowardFia’s

group.Amongtheotherswithinthegroup,bothheandFiawerethemostimmaculatelydressed.

Eitherway,itappearedthathewasn’treallyallthatfocusedontheparty.Intruth,hewasherebecause

ofFia,andhehadbeenstaringathereversincehesawhergetofftheship.

Aftermomentarily—butalsorathernervously—scanningGeraldfromheadtotoe,heeventually

couldn’tholdhimselfbackasheasked,“Fia…Whoisthis?Andwhydidyougetofftheshiptogether

withhim?”
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TheyoungmanwentbythenameofBeauMabart,andhewasarichyoungheirwithagentlemanly

temperament.

TheMabartsthemselveswereoneoftheJennaProvince’sprestigiousfamilies,andtheyownedassets

worthatleastabillionandfivehundredmilliondollars.Withthatinmind,itwasnowonderthatBeau

hadhiseducationoverseas,specificallyintheUnitedKingdomandFrance.

Evenso,theMabartswerenaturallyinferiorcomparedtotheLockfamilywhoownedtheDragonSquad.

Duetothat,Beauhadonlybeenabletogetaboardaminorpassengershiponhiswayhere.Afterall,

onlythosewiththehighestofreputationswereallowedtoboardthemainshipofthefleet.

Regardless,prettymucheveryonetherewasawareofBeau’sinfatuationtowardFia.Withthatinmind,

theybegansizingGeraldupaswellwhentheyheardBeau’squestion,hopingtobeabletoenjoyhis

misfortune.

“Idon’tknowhim…Sia’stheonewhoinvitedhimtojointhepartyonShrineIslandtogether!”replied



Fiawithaslightfrown.

Beingasproudasapeacock,Fiahatedthefeelingofbeingcontrolledbyothersthemost.However,

betweenGeraldandBeau,shefoundGeraldtobemuchmoreunbearable.Afterall,despiteher

presence,Geraldhadremainedquietthroughouttheirjourneyhere.

Hissilencehadledherintothinking,‘Ishetryingtocatchmyattentionbyremainingsilent?Doeshe

reallythinkthatplayingcatandmousewillworkonme?Youclearlydon’tunderstandyourtarget!’

Themoreshethoughtaboutit,themoreannoyedshegot.

DuetoGerald,however,shenowfoundBeauconsiderablylessannoyingcomparedtohowshehad

previouslyperceivedhimtobe.Upontakingacloserlook,heevenseemedmuchmorematureand

solemn…

Eitherway,whenBeausawhowFiawastreatingGerald,hishearteasedupconsiderablyashesaid,“…I

see!Regardless,I’massuminghe’sadescendantofsomeprestigiousfamily,right?”

WhilehewaspleasedtoknowthatFiawasn’tacquaintedwithGerald,itdidn’tchangethefactthat

Beauhadonlybeenabletogetaboardtheregularship.Gerald,ontheotherhand,hadbeenableto

takethemainshipdespitehimwearingsuchshabbyclothes.Duetothat,itwasnomysterywhyBeau

wasfeelingsojealous.Withthatinmind,hefelttheneedtogainasmuchinformationaboutGeraldas

soonaspossible.

RealizingthatBeauwastryingtotargetGerald,Siaquicklychangedthetopicbysaying,“That’squite

enoughquestionsfornow,Beau!Ijustdraggedhimalongtohavefunwithussinceheappearedall

moodyandaloneearlier!Let’sjusttrytogettoknoweachother!Whoknows,wecouldendup

becomingfriendsinthefuture!”

Hearingthat,theybegantalkingaboutothertopicsthoughGeraldsimplyoptedtostandattheside.



Observingtheisland’sscenery,Geraldhadtoadmitthathewasnowinamuchbettermoodafter

followingthemhere.

Hisheadnowmuchclearer,hethoughtabouthowhisaloofdemeanorcouldhavegivenoffthewrong

impressionthathewastryingtogiveSiathecoldshoulderdespiteherbeingsokindtohim.Withthatin

mind,hedecidedtojoininontheirconversationswithaslightlybrightermood,justtoshowSiahis

appreciation.

Beforehewasabletodoso,however,atleastadozenloudandsimultaneous‘bangs’couldsuddenlybe

heard!Followingthat,confettiandstreamersbeganflutteringdownatopeveryone’sheads,makingthe

portlookparticularlymagnificentatthatmoment.

Shortlyafter,ayouthwearingasuitmadehiswaythroughthecrowdbeforelaughingasheshouted,

“Ah,mylong-lostfriend!Wefinallygettomeetagaintoday!”

“Yosef!”

“Beau!It’strulybeenagessincewe’velastmetfacetoface!I’vebeenwaitingforyouforawhilenow,

youknow?Nowthen,let’sgetthispartystarted!”declaredYosefJenks—theextraordinarilydressed

manwhowasevidentlyBeau’sfriend—ashegaveBeauabearhug.

Thefactthatbothofthemhadbeenresponsiblefororganizingthisevent’samusementhadbrought

themcloserthanever.

Followingaheartylaugh,BeauthenlookedatFiabeforesaying,“AllowmetointroduceYoungMaster

YosefJenkstoyou,Fia!Actually,IthinkIalreadymentionedhimtoyouearlier…He’stheoneI

befriendedwhilestudyingabroadinFrance!Regardless,hisfamily’sbeenlivinginYanamforafew

generationsnow,andit’sevencloselyinvolvedwiththeInternationalMartialArtsAssociation!As

additionalinformation,hisfamilyownsassetsworthnearlyfifteenbilliondollarsaswell!”

Uponhearingthat,everyonefoundthemselveslookingatYosefwiththeirmouthswideopen.



EveryonealreadyknewabouttheJenksfamily’sinfluenceinYanam.Evenso,tothinkthatYoungMaster

JenkswasactuallyclosefriendswithBeau!
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Fia—beingsomeonewithanextremelygoodfamilybackground—alwayshadasenseofsuperiorityover

regularpeople.AfterhearingaboutYosef’sfamilybackground,however,hereyesinstantlylitupasshe

snuckapeekatYoungMasterJenks.

Afterexchangingsomesimplepleasantries,Yoseffoundhimselfasking,“Speakingofwhich,Beau,what

tookyousolong?Didn’tyoupromisetoarriveafewdaysago?”

“Ah,don’tevengetmestartedonthat…Yousee,throughoutmyabsence,massiveandratherdrastic

changeshavetakenplacewithinJennaCityaswellasWeston’sundergroundstructure.Withthatin

mind,I’vebeenhelpingmyfatherdealwiththesituationthisentiretime!”repliedBeau.

“IthinkIheardsomenewsaboutthataswell…SacrasolisPalace,right?Wheredidthatlargeforceeven

comefrom?Accordingtowhatmyfathertoldme,severalprestigiousfamiliesandevenafew

undergroundforcesinYanamhavealreadysubmittedtothem!WhileI’vebeentoldthatthepalace

masteroftheSacrasolisPalaceisaparticularlyviciousindividual,rumorhasitthatbysubmittingtohim,

one’sfamilywilldefinitelybeprotectedandwillceasetodeteriorateforaslongasamillionyears!”said

Yosef.

Duetotheiroverwhelmingwealth,itwasn’tuncommonforlargefamiliestobeincontactwith

extraordinarypeople.Whileordinarypeoplemayfinditslightlypreposterousforrichfamiliestosubmit

tomorepowerfulfamiliesthatbelongedtocertainsects,itwashonestlyjustbusinessasusualforthe

wealthy.

“Speakingofwhich,yourfather’sstillintheJennaProvince,right,Beau?Hashemanagedtocontact

anyonefromtheSacrasolisPalace?”askedYosef.

Shakinghishead,Beauthenreplied,“Wenevergotthechance.Afterall,thereweresimplytoomany

powerfulfamiliesheadingtheretosubmitthemselvestothematthetime.Evenso,itappearsthatthe



PalaceMasterofSacrasolisPalacewasalreadyprettyrichinthefirstplace.Withthatinmind,manyof

thefamiliesthereapparentlydidn’tsuithistastes.FromwhatI’veheard,togetacquaintedwiththem,

onemustfirstpassthroughanumberofassessments!”

Hearingthat,Fiasimplyshookherheadslightlycontemptuouslybeforesaying,“Butofcoursemere

merchantfamilieslikeyoursaren’tworthyofgettingacquaintedwiththeSacrasolisPalace!Doyoueven

knowhowpowerfulthepalacemastertrulyis?HowcouldanyonejustsubmitthemselvestoMr.

Crawfordlikethat?”

“…Oh?Whilewe’reonthetopic,I’veheardthatyourfamilyhasarelationshipwiththeSacrasolis

Palace…Doesthatmeanthatthepalacemaster’ssurnameisCrawford?Also,haveyoumethimin

person?”askedBeauinasurprisedtone.

“HowintheworldcouldIhavemethimbefore?Regardless,I’mextremelysurethathe’sanimmensely

powerfulandawe-worthyperson.Afterall,evenhissubordinatesareallsmartandtough.Ishouldknow

sincesomeofthemarewell-acquaintedwithmygrandpa!”repliedFia,slightregretreflectedinhereyes.

Thinkingback,hergrandfather’seyeshadbeenfilledwithadmirationandrespectwheneverhetalked

aboutMr.Crawfordtoher…

Speakingofhergrandfather,sherememberedhimadvisingher,‘Remembertograbthechancewhen

youseeit!’beforetheshipshadevendeparted.

Whensheaskedwhat‘chance’hewasreferringto,however,hergrandfatherwasoddlyunwillingto

revealanythingbeyondthatnomatterhowmuchsheasked.

‘Wasgrandpatryingtoindicatethispartyorsomething…?’Fiathoughttoherselfassheallowedher

gazetofallonYosefforafewmoreseconds.

Inbetweenlaughsandchattering,theyeventuallyarrivedattheparty’svenue…



Notlongaftereveryonelefttheport,anodd-lookingandghostlikeshipslowlybeganmaterializingout

oftheblue…Skimmingacrossthesea’ssurface,themysteriouspassengershipthenswiftlyapproached

theport…Itwassoquietthatnobodywasevenawareofitspresence…

Oncetheshipdocked,twowomen—bearingextraordinarytemperamentsandwearingwhite

clothes—slowlydescendedtheship…Duetothelightveilscoveringtheirfaces,anyonetryingtosee

whattheylookedlikewouldonlybeabletoseeblurryoutlines.

“WasitreallyagoodideaforustohavegonebehindSisterMilaandcomehere,sister…?Afterall,the

mainreasonwecametoearththistimearoundistoexecutethatspecialmission,no…?”mutteredone

ofthewomeninaworriedtoneasshecuriouslylookedatallthedifferentkindsofpeopleinthe

distance.

“Whatareyouevenafraidof?Don’tworry,thingsaregoingtobefine!Look,lotsofpeoplearealready

there!Nowlet’shurryover!”




