
Chapter 601
“Is Diane panicking?” Ethan Hunt finally found a bag of potato chips and tore it open without even asking.

“N-no, CEO Palmer is still quite calm.”

“That’s settled then. She can resolve this, I believe in her.”

“On what grounds?”

“She’s my wife,” Ethan Hunt rolled his eyes at Ms. Cindy. “Did you think just anyone could become my wife?”

He couldn’t be bothered with her anymore. He took the chips and went to have tea with Timothy Murphy.

Ms. Cindy watched Ethan Hunt leave and suddenly realized that Ethan Hunt’s words made a lot of sense.

Palmer Group’s product had been classified as a Band 3 product according to the international standard, and so it was now two grades below those products from overseas brands. This hit Palmer Group’s new product very badly.

All the shops placed Palmer Group’s product into the shelf meant for Band 3 products, and that was the shelf with the poorest exposure to consumers.

Without those sales channels who originally wanted to work with Palmer Group, the company now had very few retailers carrying their products. The few shops that carried their products weren’t big names that specialized in beauty products either, so you could only find Palmer Group’s new product in a corner.

This was as good as saying that Palmer Group’s new product was going to be eliminated from the market.

“As I said, Palmer Group is asking for it by doing this. The standard has been set by someone else but they still want to challenge those people? One word from them can make Palmer Group fall into hell!”

“I’m so glad I called the deal off in time. Otherwise I’d be stuck with their products and I’d make such terrible losses.”

“The CEO of Palmer Group is really muddleheaded. They had such a good opportunity but they wasted it. That Diane Palmer is really foolish!”

Many were making sarcastic remarks, and many more were secretly happy that this happened.

Everyone was saying that Palmer Group had made a terrible decision. They could have used this new product to gain a foothold in Ravendale City’s market. They might not have taken a large share, but they would definitely make quite a bit of money.

But what did Diane do?

She made one mistake and lost everything!

Many businesses were glad that they had cut their deal with Palmer Group off in time. If those big brands wanted to go against them, they’d have trouble surviving in Ravendale City.

But no matter what others said and how awful their words were, Diane heard none of it.

She was determined to do what she set out to do.

Since the physical shops weren’t doing well, she started selling the product online and set up Palmer Group’s own online shop to sell their company products.

As for the physical shops, she put in her own money to lether employees promote the product on the streets. They were giving product away, teaching consumers how to use it and they were everywhere.

In just a few days, they had spent around $10 million!

But the effect didn’t seem significant.

“Diane has gone crazy. She’s got too much money to spend, huh? HAHA!”

“Others want to make money and she wants to spend money. She’s really too stupid. Palmer Group is really going to meet their doom this time.”

“Did they think that people would use their product just because they’re giving it away? The consumers always look at the industry standard’s classification!”

The Palmer Group employees became angry when they heard these words, but Diane remained calm.

“The standards are not fixed, so a product will prove itself by its own quality. I believe in Palmer Group’s products, and I believe that consumers are not stupid. After using our products, they will be able to feel the difference.”

Diane didn’t stop and continued to persist in doing this promotion. The Ravendale City branch office also held on and ignored all the nasty comments from others.

She didn’t even complain once to Ethan Hunt, neither did she ask him for help. She quietly stuck to her own decision and refused to back down.

One day later, there was no effect.

Two days later, there was still no effect.

Three days later, it was still like this.

The jeers from others were getting louder, and the sarcastic comments were getting nastier.

There were even people betting on how long Palmer Group could hold up. They felt that Palmer Group was practically burning money and wouldn’t be able to keep doing this for long, so Palmer Group would have to leave Ravendale City and might even declare bankruptcy at this rate.

Ethan Hunt didn’t bother himself with any of this. He would not interfere in a normal business competition. He believed in Diane and he believed that she had made ample preparations.

Finally, there was some movement.
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A post online suddenly attracted everyone’s attention.

The person who posted it was an influential blogger and hosted her own beauty video channel online. She often tested products from the big brands and used her own experience to tell her viewers whether the product was really effective or not.

She had seen all the news online about Palmer Group’s new product, so she thought she would test it out, to find that the product was just as good as those from the big brands.

In fact, it was even able to improve and brighten her skin, which was something that those who often wore makeup like herself worried about.

It had been so long since her skin felt so relaxed.

This one post instantly set the internet on fire.

The post described everything in full detail with a logical explanation and a fair perspective, so many consumers replied to the post.

“The effect of this product is difficult to put down in words. You will only feel it after you’ve tried it for yourself. I’m sure everyone can judge for themselves. Besides, I’ve researched on the business culture of Palmer Group, and I believe such a company will use the highest and strictest standard to make their products so that they can be answerable to the consumers and answerable to themselves!”

This paragraph alone received many likes.

Those who were supporters of Palmer Group’s new product were initially angry that this product had been classified as a Band 3 product.

But now they seemed to have found a channel to make their voices heard and didn’t hold back.

Of course the consumers knew if a product was good or not.

Why should they let an overseas standard decide for them?

Why should they have the right to choose the classification? This product was good and reasonably priced, but it had been classified as a Band 3 product.

Those big brands all supposedly had Band 1 products, but they didn’t seem any better.

“I support Palmer Group!”

“If I can get the same effect at less than half the price from Palmer Group, why should I buy those products from overseas brands?”

“They set the standard, so are they always right? They’re just benefiting themselves!”

The comments online were unstoppable.

The popularity of Palmer Group’s new product instantly went up.

Diane felt rather touched by this.

As long as the product was good, the consumers would be able to feel it.

She always believed that the product would speak for itself. As long as her product was good enough, it would be able to move consumers, and they would prove her capability and it would be enough to set her own standard!

Palmer Group became even more motivated and started to work even harder to improve themselves.

Meanwhile, Ethan Hunt sat in front of Timothy Murphy and sipped his tea calmly.

“Big Boss, you’re not joking with me?”

Palmer Group’s product was going on the rebound right now and Ethan Hunt really wanted to do this?

“That’s right. Diane’s way of thinking is correct. Letting a product speak for itself is the right way to go, but the business world is filled with traps and snares, so she will need other things to help the company,” explained Ethan Hunt. “This girl isn’t able to do such things, so of course, I’m going to be the bad guy.”

Timothy Murphy took a deep breath and gave Ethan Hunt a thumbs up.

He really admired the love Ethan Hunt had for Diane.

“Don’t worry, I’m best at doing such things, I’ll get it done.” Timothy Murphy saw to it immediately.

In no time, there was a new voice on the internet.

Someone pointed out that the influential blogger had been paid by Palmer Group to say all those nice things. The same person shot Palmer Group’s new product down by saying that it didn’t reach the international standard and didn’t have the right to enter the market at all.

This voice instantly incurred the wrath of the public.

That influential blogger in particular, got so angry that she wrote another five or six posts to scold the PR teams of other brands for maligning her.

She said that they were worried that Palmer Group’s product would do better than theirs, so they were resorting to dirty tricks like this.

The comments continued to rage, and it was as if there was a huge hand in the darkness that kept smearing Palmer Group. It continued to insist that Palmer Group’s product didn’t match up to international standards and wanted Palmer Group to recall their products.

The fiercer these words were, the angrier the public became.

Even Diane got angry.

“Who are these people! Why are they so awful! Why must they smear Palmer Group’s reputation?”

“They’re going too far!”

She bit her lip angrily. She had remained calm for a long time now, but she was really speechless now. “They keep talking about this international standard, but we don’t accept this standard!”
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Timothy Murphy hung his head and didn’t dare to speak as he stole a glance at Ethan Hunt.

Ethan Hunt sat there calmly as if he had nothing to do with this.

“These people are indeed awful. They think that they can make Palmer Group back down, but that’s not possible,” he nodded very seriously and consoled Diane.

Timothy Murphy had to hold a thumbs up for Ethan Hunt in his heart. This stunt was really…wicked!

As the arguments online became fiercer, the response became stronger and even more people started to support Palmer Group’s products.

The orders online were overloaded everyday, and there were many beauty bloggers who stood up and wanted to use their influence to overthrow the so called international standard.

They were the most familiar with these products, so since their own country had come up with a reasonably priced product that was comparable in standard to those big brands, they didn’t see why they had to continue giving in to those big brands.

There was no reason to.

The reputation of Palmer Group’s product just kept going up over the next few days.

The good reviews came in waves.

The online sales could barely keep up.

As for the physical stores.
There were several young ladies outside one of the shops. They looked like university students who didn’t have much money, and what they needed most was a good product that didn’t cost too much.

“Hello there, does your shop carry Palmer Group’s new product?”

“Palmer Group? We don’t carry it, but we have big brands like L’Oréal…”

Before the boss of the shop could finish his sentence, the female students shook their heads and walked away.

“It’s such a good product but they don’t carry it! Let’s go elsewhere and try.”

The boss was stunned. How many have come here now?

And why were they all asking about Palmer Group’s product?

He quickly called one of his suppliers to ask if they had Palmer Group’s products on hand. This was a chance to make money!

This sort of thing was happening at several shops around Ravendale City.

The product was good and reasonably priced and that seemed to be the slogan of Palmer Group’s products. On top of that, the spokesperson for this product was the popular singer Ava Collins, and there were also another dozen beauty bloggers recommending it.

This was the best product for ordinary office workers and university students.

More and more people were enquiring at physical shops and told the shop owners to carry Palmer Group’s products. This put several suppliers at a loss.

Palmer Group’s product had suddenly become popular again, and nobody seemed to have realized that their product was only a Band 3 product.

The retailers started to look a little nasty now.

They were the ones who had the first chance to work with Palmer Group and were supposed to be the ones selling their products. But now, they didn’t have any chance to get their hands on the goods at all.

There was so much money to be made!

“Why don’t we give CEO Palmer a call? Beg her for forgiveness and to forget what happened earlier?”

Several retailers sat together and didn’t look too good.

They were the ones who called off their deal with Diane. They were the ones who had tried to force Diane into giving up her ideals.

But now Palmer Group’s product was getting more and more popular because the quality of the product was really high, so all the consumers were buying it up and this was an excellent opportunity to make money.

Besides, this product had also sold like hotcakes in the southeast region. It had proven itself in that market already.

They thought that Palmer Group would suffer under the pressure of those big brands and their international standard. They thought the product would fail to sell even before it became popular.

But now?

It was unstoppable!

It was impossible to stop a truly good product!

They could see that Palmer Group’s product would become a bestseller in Ravendale City’s market because Palmer Group had chosen a different marketing strategy. Diane was simply too brilliant!

“Beg her!” One of the retailers couldn’t take it anymore.

This sort of opportunity might slip by very quickly.

If they didn’t act now, they might regret it for the rest of their lives.

Those big brands sold their products very expensively, so most people would only buy one set a year. But what about Palmer Group’s?

It was a good and reasonably priced product!

It was a product targeted at the consumers with lower spending power. That was a huge market.

These people made up the biggest portion of consumers in any city.

The increase in sales alone could bring tremendous profit.

“I’m going to Palmer Group now!”

“Me too!”

“Let’s all go!”

Nobody could sit still anymore. If they missed this chance and couldn’t sell the big brands on their hands, then they would make even more severe losses.

They all reached Palmer Group’s Ravendale City branch office in no time, but couldn’t go in.

The receptionist blocked their way and said with a smile, “Do you have an appointment? CEO Palmer is very busy, so she won’t see you without an appointment.”

“Please let her know that we’re all sales channel representatives and we’re willing to carry Palmer Group’s new product. We supply many stores!”

“I’m really sorry but the company does not intend to work with other companies anymore,” replied the receptionist. “If there’s nothing else, please leave.”
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The suppliers started getting anxious.

Diane was turning them away.

But they had no choice. They were the ones who called off the deal and even tried to push Diane into a corner. Anyone would have gotten angry.

“Let’s look for the Knight family!”

All of them immediately went looking for Olivia Knight, hoping that she would put in a good word for them so that they could continue working with Palmer Group.

But Olivia Knight only scoffed and said, “I gave you the chance long ago but you didn’t cherish it. Now you’re regretting it? It’s too late!”

She threw all of them out. She regretted introducing Diane to all these selfish people who changed their attitude depending on who offered them more benefits.

Meanwhile.

Palmer Group had set up their own shopping platforms.

They started opening up like a web, and opened six boutiques in one day. Both online and offline channels were selling the same products at the same time, offering the same quality and the same service.

Diane’s second step had officially started!

The market was in a frenzy again.

Palmer Group now had their own boutiques and they were everywhere, so it immediately caused a spike in the sales.

As more and more people used the product, their brand and reputation started going up. As long as the quality of the product was ensured, Diane wasn’t worried about the decisions she had made.

She had targeted the market right at the lowest end of the consumers. These were the people who led ordinary lives and wanted good products at decent prices.

The standard she had set wasn’t to make the prices in the market higher and it wasn’t to make even more money. She was trying to expand the market so that there would be more choices while not being restricted by others.

The first step was to stabilize Palmer Group in Ravendale City, then the second step was for Palmer Group to open their own boutiques, and the third step was to set their own industry standard.

Diane sat in the office and took a deep breath when she looked at the amended proposal in front of her.

She looked up at Ethan Hunt seated on the other side and bit her lip.

“Is there someone talented in doing business among your Beggars’ Sect friends too?”

Ethan Hunt was the one who amended this proposal.

Some of the most important steps in the proposal were suggested by Ethan Hunt. If they went with Diane’s original idea, they would have gotten the same effect, but it wouldn’t have gone so smoothly nor so quickly.

“My wife is so clever. I did consult a friend from Beggars’ Sect and made some changes accordingly. Not bad, right?” said Ethan Hunt with a laugh.

“Then all that about challenging the big brands…”

“That was just a cover up,” replied Ethan Hunt calmly.

“Then those people who tried to smear our products’ reputation…”

“I arranged for that. Oh by the way, Timothy Murphy did all of that, so if you got unhappy over it, look for him,” Ethan Hunt continued to smile.

Diane didn’t know what to say.

Ethan Hunt just spent his days in the office drinking tea and eating potato chips. He had just gone about his life quietly and hadn’t seemed to have done anything at all. He didn’t interfere directly at all but he had actually managed to tear a hole in this big problem.

And all she had to do was to follow along this little hole and the entire thing would be sliced open.

Diane took a deep breath. “Hubby, I suddenly don’t feel a sense of achievement anymore.”

“Nonsense,” Ethan Hunt walked over. He pulled her into his arms and kissed her on the forehead. “Having me is your greatest sense of achievement.”

“What’s next?” said Diane. “For the third step, is your idea different from mine again?”

“L’Oréal has been working secretly with the industry trade association to classify our products as Band 3. How are we going to counterattack?”

Diane had some ideas already, but she wanted to ask Ethan Hunt first.

Because this fellow always had a different idea from other people.

“I think they’re right to say that,” said Ethan Hunt. “According to our own standards, this product’s standard is also only at Band 3, don’t you think so?”

Diane looked straight at Ethan Hunt for ten seconds without saying anything.

After a long time, she bit her lip, then threw her arms around Ethan Hunt’s neck without thinking and kissed him hard.

“You are terrible!”

After some time, Diane finally pulled herself away with a red face. “You thought of all this right from the start, didn’t you? You’ve been leading me down this train of thought!”

She finally realized what was going on.

Ethan Hunt had basically dug a huge hole for her opponent. She had only realized this after hearing what Ethan Hunt said, so her opponent was definitely clueless.

“My wife is a clever girl. So what happens next depends on how well you perform.”

Meanwhile.

At the top floor office of L’Oréal’s Ravendale City office.

Treyton Duke stood in front of the French window with a conflicted expression on his face. Palmer Group had taken a step according to his plan, but the result was completely different from what he had expected.

Palmer Group had targeted their products at the most ordinary consumer with the least spending power and it had put him at a loss.

He suddenly understood what it meant to pick up a rock to smash his own foot now.

“Diane, you’re good!”
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Treyton Duke never expected Diane to fool him with this tactic.

Palmer Group had publicly announced that they wanted to change the industry standard and set their own local industry standard. They even cut all ties with the various sales channels that they had taken so much effort to connect with.

Everyone thought that Palmer Group was going to make sure their new product would be able to be classified as a Band 1 product and fight fair and square with those international brands.

But in the end?

It was all a ruse!

Diane’s true aim was to quickly take over the low end consumers and target the consumers who had the lowest spending power but formed the largest part of the population.

“I don’t know whether to call you clever or sly, Diane.”

Treyton Duke shook his head. He was surprised and a little indignant at the same time. He didn’t expect to be fooled by Palmer Group.

He had walked into their trap so easily.

This was something that had never happened before in all his years of doing business.

Before meeting his opponent, they had fought a battle and he was losing.

Right now, Palmer Group’s new product had a huge share of the low end market, and it was impossible to find a rival for them in Ravendale City.

This market was completely different from the one that an international brand like L’Oréal was targeting.

They made high end products and were targeted at high spenders. The price was high, but their sales were never as high as the low end market.

After all, ordinary folks made up the majority in this world.

Treyton Duke was quite unhappy not because Palmer Group’s product had done well and turned the tables on him. He was unhappy because he felt that someone like himself shouldn’t have been tricked by such a simple stunt.

It felt like an insult.

To him, Palmer Group was a weak company and he only needed to use the international standard to beat them, but they had played him out instead.

“Mr. Duke, I didn’t expect Diane to be so capable. Nobody saw this coming.”

The secretary was also in shock. Nobody could have foreseen any of this, and now the result was already apparent. Nothing Treyton Duke did now would make a difference.

“Diane is going to hold a press conference tomorrow?” asked Treyton Duke without any expression on his face.

“That’s right. She’s going to give some explanations regarding Palmer Group’s operations and the opening of their boutiques.”

The secretary took a deep breath. Palmer Group’s actions were rare in this industry. Palmer Group had refused to work with other retailers and chose to open their own boutiques as well as sell their products on their own website at the same time.

Nobody had seen a business model like this before.

“Call that reporter to come here.”

“Yes, Mr. Duke.”

The secretary left the office.

Treyton Duke paced around his office for a while as he fell into deep thought.

He finally walked back to his desk and took a name card out. He had obtained this from one of his retailers.

Treyton Duke immediately dialed the number without hesitation. He had made a decision, so he wasn’t going to drag it out.

“Hello, Diane Palmer speaking.”

Someone on the other line picked up.

“Hello,” Treyton Duke spoke in a low voice and made himself sound mature and charming. “Miss Palmer, my name is Treyton Duke. I am the head of L’Oréal’s Ravendale City office.”

Diane knew immediately who it was when she heard his name.

He was the head of L’Oréal’s Ravendale City office!

That person who secretly made sure that Palmer Group’s product was classified as Band 3!
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“I’m surprised Mr. Duke has called me,” replied Diane calmly. “Why, does Mr. Duke have any suggestions for my company’s products?”

Treyton Duke listened to the beautiful voice over the phone and laughed as he placed his legs on his office table.

“You’re angry, aren’t you?” he asked calmly. “Because I was the one who got the industry trade association to label your product as a Band 3 product, right?”

Diane didn’t say anything.

“According to the international standard, Palmer Group’s product is really only at Band 3, so you can’t blame me for that,” said Treyton Duke. “But I have a way to make Palmer Group’s products get classified as Band 1 products. I’m not sure if you’re interested?”

“Oh really? If you have a good way, I’m all ears.”

Treyton Duke went straight to the point.

“One of the companies that set this international standard is L’Oréal, and I think you can understand that our company has high standards for everyone, not just for Palmer Group.” Treyton Duke continued in a disdainful voice, “What I’m saying is that none of the locally made products are good enough to reach Band 1’s standard!”

He was telling Diane directly that not only was Palmer Group’s products trash to him, all local brands were equally trashy.

Not a single one could compete with international brands.

“But there’s a way to achieve this,” he laughed. “As long as Palmer Group becomes a subsidiary of L’Oréal, then you can go ahead and say that all your products have been manufactured according to L’Oréal’s standards. That way, all your products will be classified as Band 1.”

Diane felt like snorting. Treyton Duke actually wanted to make Palmer Group a subsidiary of L’Oréal?

How ambitious!

“Mr. Duke, you’re so humorous.” Diane went straight to the point, “But this joke of yours isn’t funny at all. If you have nothing else to say, I’ll hang up now.”

“Miss Palmer, if you want Palmer Group’s products to always be stuck as a Band 3 product, then that would really be a joke. Consider my words.”

Treyton Duke hung up.

He laughed coldly. He had plenty of ways to deal with Palmer Group. The international standard alone was enough to kill them!

He was going to make sure that Palmer Group’s products were going to be aimed at the low end market forever and would never enter the high end market. Palmer Group would never be able to truly rise to become an international brand because of this!

And that was what Palmer Group hoped to become, wasn’t it?

Treyton Duke knew that once he had Palmer Group by the throat, they wouldn’t know what else to do. So far, it seemed like Diane was clever, but wasn’t experienced enough and didn’t know how to strike a balance.

“Mr. Duke, Mr. Jameson, the reporter, is here,” the secretary came in with a man wearing black framed glasses.

“Mr. Duke.”

Treyton Duke waved his hands for his secretary to go out. Then he got the reporter to sit down and smiled as he poured him tea.

“I’ll need you to do me a favor. As for the remuneration, it’ll be twice the last amount I gave you. You know what to do, right?”

The reporter’s eyes lit up immediately. He had earned this sort of money a lot of times now!

…

On the other side, Diane had just hung up and was rather amused.

Treyton Duke had suddenly called her because he wanted Palmer Group to be a subsidiary of L’Oréal?

Where did he get this confidence from?

“Since you didn’t agree to this, this fellow is going to pull a few stunts now.” Ethan Hunt had heard the entire conversation and there was no expression on his face. It was as if he hadn’t felt anything. After all, he had already anticipated that Treyton Duke would try something like that. “I’m suddenly very excited.”

Diane glanced at Ethan Hunt.

The press conference the next day was Ethan Hunt’s idea, because Ethan Hunt said that someone would definitely come to make trouble, but that would be Palmer Group’s best chance to fight back! 
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The press conference started on time.

There were plenty of reporters who had come even without being invited. Palmer Group’s product had caused quite a stir, so many media outlets wanted to report on this hot topic.

Palmer Group themselves were a topic on their own. Their very unusual business culture alone was enough to attract their attention. Diane hosted the press conference and explained all the questions everyone had about Palmer Group’s product. She also promised repeatedly that if Palmer Group’s products had any quality issues, her company would definitely bear all responsibility.

Her presence was incredible, and even the way she moved exuded a special sort of charm.

She was completely different from the shy and reliant Diane in front of Ethan Hunt.

When Diane was in work mode, she became a workaholic who was serious, focused, responsible and no nonsense.

Ethan Hunt fell more and more in love.

“Members of the media can raise any questions now,” Diane glanced at the reporters with a smile.

“I have a question!”

A man in black framed glasses immediately raised his hand. “I would like to ask – Palmer Group would like to make a name for themselves in Ravendale City, but Palmer Group’s products barely reach Band 3 according to international standards. Does a product like that have the potential to enter the high end market?”

This question was a little pointed.

It even sounded a little deliberate.

Everyone knew that Palmer Group wanted to set their own local industry standard, but this reporter seemed to be trying to poke holes in Diane’s words and spelled out the problem that Palmer Group was facing right now.

If Palmer Group couldn’t resolve this issue or at least come up with a solution, then they would have held this press conference for nothing.

If they couldn’t even solve the most important issue at hand, there was no point in talking so much about expansion.

“Palmer Group will definitely enter the high end market!” Diane said each word with great confidence and determination. “But it will not be with this product.”

“But from what I know, this is the bestselling product that Palmer Group has and it represents the best technology Palmer Group has to offer. Are you trying to say that the classification by the trade association is wrong?”

The reporter’s next question was clearly laying several traps for Diane.

If Diane said that the classification was wrong, then she was openly challenging the international standard. If she did that, then L’Oréal wouldn’t be the only brand going against Palmer Group.

But if Diane agreed with the classification, then she was admitting that Palmer Group’s product was really only at Band 3.

What a treacherous question!

The directors seated on one side were all staring at that reporter, wondering which media outlet he represented. This reporter was obviously here to stir up trouble.

He clearly wanted Diane to embarrass herself in front of everyone.

“You’re right.” Diane was unexpectedly calm and wasn’t angry at all. She smiled and continued, “The new product from Palmer Group is indeed only at Band 3.”

There was an uproar in the crowd.

Nobody expected Diane to admit to this so easily.

Didn’t that mean that Palmer Group’s product could only remain in the low end market and didn’t have the right to compete with the international brands for the high end market?

“And that’s because the industry standard that Palmer Group has set for itself says so.”

Diane’s next sentence made the whole place quieten down again.

“Palmer Group has its own industry standard, and this will be the standard that we will want the rest of the country to use as well,” Diane declared in a loud voice. “Our new product is only at Band 3, but it’s not because our technology is only at that level. It’s a product aimed at the majority of the population, so a Band 3 rating is suitable.”

“Since we have already established the industry standard, how is one going to decide whether our technology levels are up to standard? I’m sure you wouldn’t understand how to do this since you’re not in this line.”

This statement from Diane instantly shut the mouth of the reporter.

If he continued asking, it meant that he was someone from outside the industry asking someone within the industry and his words wouldn’t carry any weight since he was no expert.

What Diane was implying was very clear. The reporter thought that he had dug a hole for Diane and she had actually jumped in. But after jumping in, she dug an even deeper hole and made him fall into it!

“I’m sure everyone has seen how well received this product is. Both the quality and the effects of our product are comparable to those from major brands, which means that those big brands that have managed to be classified as Band 1 by the international standard would be classified as Band 3 by Palmer Group’s standards.”

This was what Diane really wanted to say.

After she said that, nearly all the reporters turned to look at the reporter.

They looked at him and were obviously wondering if he had been planted there by Palmer Group to put on this show!
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How much did Palmer Group pay him? This coordination was perfect.

The reporter’s expression immediately changed. He had been fooled by Diane!

His question had only made himself fall into a trap. So now the industry standard set by Palmer Group was even higher than the international standard.

If the Band 1 classification of the international standard was only Band 3 of Palmer Group’s standard, what did that mean?

That meant that those supposedly top tier products of the major brands weren’t any better than Palmer Group’s cheap and good Band 3 product.

The reporter felt like Diane had just given him a slap in the face. He had prepared such a beautiful trap for her but he ended up falling into it himself.

How was he going to answer to Treyton Duke?

“Do you still have any other questions?” asked Diane. She was still smiling.

The reporter didn’t dare to ask anymore in case Diane pulled another fast one on him. He suddenly realized that Palmer Group must have been prepared for this to happen already.

“If there are no more questions, then we will end the press conference here. Palmer Group will release a Band 1 product within the next three months, and I hope everyone will give your honest appraisal then.”

Diane then got up and left.

The camera flashes went off as report after report was published on every major media channel, causing another uproar.

Treyton Duke’s expression started to look nasty when he saw the latest news articles.

His expression was grim as he looked at the reporter he hired and gave a chilling smile.

“I told you to lay a trap for Diane and you ended up supporting her view?”

“No…Mr. Duke, I didn’t!”

“There are people saying that you’ve taken money from Palmer Group! How much did they pay you? More than me?!” Treyton Duke started shouting.

“I didn’t!” the reporter was trembling now. “I did everything according to your instructions!”

“According to my instructions?”

Treyton Duke walked towards the reporter and gave him a tight slap across the face. He roared, “You’ve made a major brand like L’Oréal become equivalent to Band 3 of Palmer Group’s standard! Do you know what that means?!”

His eyes were going to pop out of his head soon. He was furious. “That means Diane is going to succeed!”

“You’re an idiot!”

Treyton Duke was so angry that his body was shaking.

Diane was really too scheming. She hadn’t held this press conference for Palmer Group, but for Treyton Duke.

He wanted to dig a huge hole for Diane and Palmer Group, but in the end, Palmer Group was the one who dug the hole for him.

And he had jumped in himself!

After being fooled by someone he never had any regard for more than once, Treyton Duke was extremely frustrated. “Diane! Did you think you could really take my food away from my mouth? Dream on!”

If he couldn’t salvage this situation, he was going to become the laughingstock of the industry.

How could the head of the distributor of a major international brand lose to a woman from the south? Treyton Duke couldn’t take this lying down.

He was still thinking of a way when his phone suddenly rang.

Treyton Duke’s expression changed slightly when he saw who was calling and immediately picked it up.

“Hello, CEO!”

Treyton Duke was a little nervous. The news of what happened must have reached headquarters by now.

This was a matter of the brand’s reputation, so this was no small matter.

“Treyton, I’ve heard all about what happened in Ravendale City. You’ve done a good job.”

Treyton Duke was stunned. Was his CEO complimenting him?

“From today onwards, I’ll give you a long break until you find a new job.”

The next sentence from the CEO pushed Treyton Duke into a deep abyss.

“CEO! CEO!”

Before he could say anything, the other party had hung up.

Did this matter already have such a huge impact?

Treyton Duke didn’t think he would lose so badly!
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Treyton Duke had only lost once, so he felt that he still had a chance to turn the situation around and chase Palmer Group out of Ravendale City’s market.

So what if Palmer Group already had a footing in Ravendale City?

They were still relegated to being a low end brand and posed no threat to L’Oreal. So why did the CEO call him personally to fire him?

Treyton Duke soon understood the reason why.

The internet and other major media outlets were all comparing Palmer Group’s new product with products from an international brand like L’Oreal.

After comparing both brands from various aspects, it turned out that Palmer Group’s product that was classified as a Band 3 product was just as good as L’Oreal’s product.

L’Oreal had become a point of comparison, and it ended up making Palmer Group’s new product seem even more outstanding instead.

How could the headquarters of L’Oreal not be angry?

Treyton Duke had been used as a tool by Palmer Group and he didn’t even realize it.

Palmer Group’s product’s influence kept growing and the sales figures kept going up. More and more people were looking forward to the upcoming product that Palmer Group said would reach Band 1 of their standard.

Everyone was certain that the standards Palmer Group had internally were much higher than that so called international standard.

After all, L’Oreal was supposed to be an internationally recognized brand, but their product was as effective and only as good as Palmer Group’s Band 3 product.

Treyton Duke felt like puking blood now. This entire incident was a trap for the high end brands right from the beginning!

The other big brands did not attack them, but he had failed to hold himself back because he had been greedy.

He even wanted to take this chance to acquire Palmer Group and expand his own market. In the end, he turned out to be their prey instead.

He had lost, and had lost terribly. He was like a mouse that was being teased by a cat, and he only realized this right at the end.

After news of what happened came out, many people started to really admire Diane, the corporate goddess from the south.

Palmer Group had looked much further ahead before stepping into Ravendale City. They had already put all their plans in place and made ample preparations.

Diane had even dug a huge hole for all the international brands so that she could step on them and allow Palmer Group to have a strong foothold in Ravendale City.

This talent in doing business was really shocking.

Diane instantly became famous as the Corporate Goddess of the South!

Things got more and more exaggerated. Diane was nearly a legendary figure now.

“Have you heard? Diane from Palmer Group is a corporate genius that you only see once in a hundred years!”

“Exactly! This battle was fought beautifully! I thought Palmer Group couldn’t get into Ravendale City, but they managed to turn the situation around and ended up stepping on L’Oreal! An international major brand!”

“This was a really well laid trap! I can’t believe the distributor for L’Oreal fell for this trap! He wasn’t dumb, just greedy! He deserved it!”

“She’s really a corporate goddess, and her thought process is really admirable! How did she even come up with this?!”

Everyone in Ravendale City was discussing this and they were all in wonder. How did Diane even think of something like this to beat her rivals?

Diane was wondering the same thing.

How did she come up with such an idea? It seemed like Ethan Hunt was the one who had led her down this road, right?

She didn’t know how she had become the Corporate Goddess of the South either.

Ethan Hunt only drank tea and ate tidbits everyday. Diane was the one who did everything. She held meetings, she drew up plans, she oversaw the research and she even went round to check the boutiques.

But Diane knew that the decisions made at every major point was secretly driven by Ethan Hunt, and he made sure that she didn’t make any mistakes.

Diane had only realized what had been happening all this while along with everyone else at the very last moment when the last step of the plan was revealed.

This was a terrifying level of intelligence. Was this really her husband? Her husband, Ethan Hunt?

“Corporate Goddess of the South. I like this name.” Ethan Hunt behaved like nothing had happened. “Wifey, you really suit this title.”

Diane scrutinized Ethan Hunt carefully as she walked two rounds around him and looked at him very seriously.

She could feel like he was scheming something.

Palmer Group’s expansion was practically legendary, and this incident had made her famous. They were now an incredibly influential company in the corporate world, and not everyone could attain this.

“You’d better be honest with me!” Diane scoffed. “What are you trying to do?”

If she still couldn’t tell that Ethan Hunt was the one controlling all of this, then she had to be really stupid.

“Have you heard of another person called the Corporate Goddess of the North?”
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Ethan Hunt purposely said this in a secretive manner.

Diane was surprised by this question, then she nodded.

The woman with that title was truly worthy of it. She was a woman that all women in the corporate world truly looked up to.

When Diane was still in university, she had heard of the Corporate Goddess of the North already. That woman was definitely considered the top businesswoman in the country.

And now she had suddenly become the Corporate Goddess of the South. Diane wasn’t sure if she should laugh or cry.

How could she compare herself to that woman?

“Her name is Eleanor Belmont,” Ethan Hunt looked at Diane. “And she said that she will marry no one else but me.”

Diane was really shocked this time. She suddenly remembered that Ethan Hunt had told her before that someone wanted to snatch him away from her, and that woman was extremely outstanding, and was possibly the most outstanding woman right now.

So that woman was the Corporate Goddess of the North?

And she was marrying nobody else but Ethan Hunt?

Diane instantly felt tremendous pressure. If it was that woman – one who made everyone around her idolize her and revere her – how could Diane match up to her?

“Hubby, I think…I can’t win against her.”

Diane’s eyes were a little teary and she looked rather upset.

This was the first time she was a little afraid that Ethan Hunt would really leave her and be taken away by another woman.

“Who says?” Ethan Hunt laughed and took Diane’s hands in his. He became very serious and said slowly and clearly, “You are the Corporate Goddess of the South, so you’re no less than the Corporate Goddess of the North!”

“I’m going to bring you to the north to defeat her!”

Diane stared at Ethan Hunt.

He wanted to bring her to the north to defeat the woman who was known as a corporate genius?

“Hubby…”

“You’re not confident?” asked Ethan Hunt. “Then I’m going to be taken away by someone else.”

“I’m confident!” Diane became anxious. “I’m confident! I won’t let anyone take you away!”

She immediately threw her arms around Ethan Hunt’s waist tightly, as if Ethan Hunt would disappear if she let go of him.

Ethan Hunt couldn’t help but laugh loudly.

He hugged Diane tightly. Nobody could separate the two of them, not even the gods!

News spread very quickly, and someone had brought this news to the north on purpose.

In an instant, a Corporate Goddess had appeared in the south, and she shook the corporate world.

…

The Belmont Group in the north!

One could say it was a pillar that led to the heavens in the north.

In just a short period of five years, Eleanor Belmont had started the company and turned it into a terrifying business empire.

She stood at the top of more than a dozen industries, and nobody could move her from her position.

Eleanor Belmont’s name was like a high and mighty god seated high above the rest. Others could only look up and fall at her feet, and nobody even dared to go near her. This level of genius put tremendous pressure on her peers in the north.

But nobody knew that Eleanor felt very lonely.

Belmont Group’s building stood at more than a hundred stories high, and was a landmark in the north.

There was a dragon’s head sculpture on the roof and gave off a fierce presence. The building itself had dragon scales carved into it, making it look even more imposing. Anyone who looked upon this building would feel great pressure.

At the top of the building, a woman stood in front of the huge glass window wall. Her long hair was tied up and her expression was fierce. Her professional office wear accentuated her figure perfectly.

That presence was enough to make others fear her even through the glass.

“Corporate Goddess of the South,” Eleanor’s expression remained calm. Almost nobody had ever seen her smile all these years. She was like an iceberg and had a perpetually icy expression that kept everyone at arm’s length. “I never thought a Corporate Goddess from the South would appear.”

Chapter 611
“Miss Belmont, this is just a name that other people came up with. Who else in this world can be compared to you?” Eleanor’s secretary spoke with some contempt in her voice.

She had followed Eleanor for five years and saw for herself how this merely 25 year old woman managed to build a corporate empire from scratch.

She was definitely a corporate genius like never before. Even an elite would have only achieved 0.01% of what she did. 

So when she heard that a Corporate Goddess of the South had appeared from a tiny city in the south, she thought it was hilarious.

Those people in the south probably didn’t know anything about the name ‘Corporate Goddess’. It already belonged to Eleanor so everyone else could forget about using it.

“You can’t say that,” replied Eleanor quietly. “This Diane Palmer has done an excellent job with the incident in Ravendale City. She saw much further ahead before entering Ravendale City and made ample preparations. This isn’t something an ordinary person can think of.”

“Besides, the trap that she set was for nine out of the top ten brands. As long as any one of them walked into the trap, it was going to work. So the probability of this plan working out was very high.”

“But how would she know that one of them would definitely walk into the trap?” The secretary was still indignant.

“Because that’s human nature,” said Eleanor. “A psychological battle is the most intelligent sort of battle. Competitions between corporations have always been very extreme, so since a local brand wants to rise up, the international brands would never allow it. Someone would definitely walk into this trap, it’s just a matter of who the unlucky one is.”

The secretary was surprised. A psychological battle was not something that everyone could pull off.

Looks like that Corporate Goddess of the South was quite capable after all.

But she still couldn’t be compared to Eleanor and she was definitely on a completely different level.

“She tricked her opponent into the trap one step at a time, and she masked her true aim very well. So by the time her opponent realized he had walked into a trap, he might not have been able to salvage the situation. This was a really clever one, really clever.”

Eleanor seldom complimented anyone, but she had made so many compliments today.

This sort of trap was useless against an ordinary person. This was targeted at those elites who thought that they were very clever. They were sure to fall for this.

It was a clever plan indeed.

She was suddenly very curious about this Corporate Goddess of the South. She wanted to know what she was like, what she looked like, what temperament she had and how she had thought of this.

“I’m having some feelings of anticipation,” said Eleanor.

“You seldom compliment someone like that,” said the secretary in surprise.

“That’s right. After being in a high position for too long, it’s easy to feel lonely. I wish someone could speak to me normally too. But who would dare to come close to me, and who has the right to come close to me?”

She shook her head. “Enough, you can get back to work. Tell me if you have any news from the south.”

“Yes, Miss Belmont,” the secretary replied and left the office.

This 2,000 square feet office was left with Eleanor alone, and she looked very lonely.

She stood in front of the window and looked over at the area her business had conquered, but she didn’t look happy at all.

“Where have you gone to now? Are you hiding from me?” Eleanor’s eyes lost a little of their focus. “You can’t run away. I’m marrying nobody else but you! Nobody else can take you away from me!”

“I don’t care if you’re the exiled son of a powerful family or the son of a rich man. Even if you were homeless, I, Eleanor Belmont, will still marry you. This is something that will never change.”

Just as she was thinking about this, her phone started ringing. When she saw who was calling, she frowned and there was an impatient look in her eyes.

She didn’t want to pick up the call but the phone kept ringing.

“Stop calling me. I will not accept a marriage of convenience, so stop trying,” Eleanor went straight to the point after picking up the call. “Either I cut ties with the Belmont family, or you are not to interfere with my life. I’ve said this many times before. I will not marry anyone else but him.”

She started to really get angry.

As someone belonging to a rich and powerful family, there were times where she didn’t have a choice over her life.

As a woman, if she hadn’t built a business empire that belonged to her alone, then her fate would have been just like all the other women with her background. She would have been used in a marriage to secure her family’s future, and would have married someone she didn’t like or didn’t even know, and live the rest of her life like that.

“Eleanor,” the voice on the other end sounded authoritative, but wasn’t angry at all. “I called you today not because I want you to go into a marriage of convenience. I want to tell you that the family doesn’t oppose you marrying him anymore, that man that you set your eyes on since you were a child.”

Eleanor was about to hang up when she heard this, and wondered if she had heard him wrongly.

“What did you say?” her voice was trembling. “Did you say the family is agreeable with me marrying him? They’re willing to let me marry that exiled son?”

She had quarreled with her family over this for so many years and nearly cut ties with them so many times but her family never agreed. Why did they suddenly agree now?
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“That’s right, the family is agreeable,” the voice over the phone was still calm. “We will not stop you and we will not force you into any other marriage. But whether you can find him or not will depend on yourself.”

Then he hung up.

Eleanor held onto the phone and it took her a long while to finally respond.

She bit her lip gently because she thought she had heard wrongly and was afraid that this was just a dream.

Her family was agreeable?

Even if that fellow had been thrown out by his family and became a homeless man, they agreed to let her marry him?

There was suddenly a look of joy on Eleanor’s face.

“Ethan Hunt!” She started to become excited. “I’ll definitely find you!”

Eleanor seemed to have become a different person now. She grabbed her coat and bag, and ran out of the office. She was completely different from how she was usually calm and steady.

All her staff were shocked to see her like that.

They had never seen Eleanor so anxious before.

There wasn’t anything in the world that could make Eleanor like this, right?

…

Meanwhile, at the Hunt house.

Luther Hunt had returned and made his move quietly.

He didn’t expect Ravendale City to go through another round of turmoil, but this time Diane was the one who played this game beautifully, thereby setting the future direction of Palmer Group.

And Diane had become the Corporate Goddess of the South.

Of course none of this escaped Luther Hunt’s eyes.

“Is everything good to go?” asked Luther Hunt.

“Don’t worry, Master, everything is ready,” replied Darius respectfully. “I also have someone keeping an eye on Ravendale City, so he will report any movement.”

“This time, Palmer Group has done a wonderful job and played a beautiful psychological battle. Miss Palmer is really brilliant.”

“Tsk, you don’t have to compliment her in front of me. You think I can’t tell that she got the help of that naughty boy?” Luther Hunt scoffed. “But even so, Diane is indeed outstanding enough and I’m very pleased.”

Darius just smiled along and didn’t dare to say anymore.

He did intend to compliment Diane more in front of Luther Hunt. If Diane hadn’t helped him the last time, he would probably be dead by now.

Darius was going to return this favor with every chance he got.

Besides, Luther Hunt had gone to Greencliff to visit Diane’s parents, and he was even more pleased with Diane. He said that he wasn’t going to stop Ethan and was even going to support him fully.

Even if Ethan didn’t appreciate it.

“Master!” The butler came running in and nodded at Darius politely, then reported, “Miss Belmont is here.”

Luther Hunt frowned slightly.

Why was she here?

“Tell her to come in.” Luther Hunt sat where he was lazily while Darius stood to one side politely.

“Uncle Luther!” Eleanor walked in with an expression that was completely different from how she was in the office. She was now full of smiles and overflowing with happiness.

“Eleanor, why did you come to visit an old man like me today?” Luther Hunt smiled. “Come and have a seat. Darius, pour tea for her.”

“No need,” Eleanor replied with a smile. “I haven’t seen you in a long time and happened to pass by, so I thought I’d drop in to say hello.”

She sat down and hesitated for a while, as if she was embarrassed.

“Uncle Luther, I want to ask you. Do you…have news about Ethan?”

She had asked Luther Hunt this question so many times.

After so many years, besides Luther Hunt meeting Ethan that one time, nobody knew where he had gone, who he was now and where he was right now.

Eleanor used to come by the Hunt house whenever she had time to see if Ethan had come back, even though she knew that the chances of Ethan returning were extremely low.

“Humph, why would I know anything about that fellow?” Luther Hunt scoffed the minute he heard Ethan’s name. “He has no relation whatsoever with the Hunt family anymore.”
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“Eleanor, the betrothal back then was decided by the elders of the family, but after what happened, the engagement was called off, so you don’t have to worry yourself over it. Besides, Ethan has been thrown out of the Hunt family, so I don’t think your family will have any regard for him.”

There were four supremely powerful families in the north. Even though the Hunt family had become one of the four only because Luther Hunt went into a marriage of convenience back then, why would the Belmont family be willing to let Eleanor marry a son who had been thrown out of a powerful family?

Nobody else in the world was more practical than these so-called powerful families!

“My dad has agreed!” Eleanor couldn’t hide her happiness. “My family has agreed and said they won’t stop me anymore. I want to marry Ethan, so I must marry him.”

“Uncle Luther, won’t you tell me where he is? I’ll look for him.”

Luther Hunt’s expression froze for a moment. There was a complicated gleam deep in his eyes.

He glanced at Darius and Darius’s expression was equally grim.

“Your dad has agreed? How very rare of him,” Luther Hunt calmly responded without giving away any of his emotions. “When Ethan was thrown out of the Hunt family, he came the very next day to call off the engagement. So why is he agreeable now? Is he just trying to console you temporarily?”

“Besides, I wouldn’t know where Ethan is. I don’t care if he’s alive or not. Have you forgotten? He tried to kill me!”

Eleanor didn’t say anything.

The only time Ethan appeared in the north after so many years was because he wanted to kill Luther Hunt for revenge.

He had been chased out of the family, left to wander on the streets and even lost his mother because of this. Of course Ethan was going to come back for revenge.

But in the end Luther Hunt didn’t die and Ethan went missing again.

Luther Hunt looked hard at Eleanor. It was really difficult to imagine how this girl swore to marry nobody else but Ethan just because Ethan kissed her when she was three. And even though Ethan was eventually chased out of the house and wandered the streets, she never gave up on him.

“After so many years, do you know what Ethan could have become?” he sighed as he asked Eleanor.

“He might have become a bad person, or he might be a very ordinary person, or…he could already have a wife and children, or he might even already be dead,” said Luther Hunt. “You still want to marry him?”

Eleanor’s expression changed.

“That’s impossible,” she frowned slightly. “He won’t change. I will find him and marry him. Nobody can snatch him away from me!”

Eleanor got up. She knew that she couldn’t get any information from Luther Hunt, so she nodded politely and took her leave.

Luther Hunt could only think of how determined Eleanor looked before she left, and he started to feel troubled.

It wasn’t just because Eleanor was still insistent on marrying Ethan. It was more because it seemed like it wasn’t possible to hide Ethan’s identity anymore and he was about to be exposed.

Otherwise there was no way for that lofty Belmont family to agree to a marriage that they called off so long ago.

“Master, I’m afraid the Belmont family already knows,” said Darius warily. “Someone has leaked news about Young Master’s identity.”

Luther Hunt didn’t say anything. But the lazy look he had earlier instantly disappeared and there was a deep and intense look on his face now.

If Ethan’s identity was exposed, then even more people would be watching him now.

Whoever could get Ethan would become like a tiger with added wings, and they could fly very high.

If they couldn’t get him, then they weren’t going to let anybody else have him either.

Nobody wanted to see their rivals suddenly become stronger.

So the most effective way was to kill Ethan and get rid of this problem forever.
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Of course, that was the worst case scenario.

Others might not have thought of this, but Luther Hunt wasn’t an ordinary person. He had extremely good foresight and knew very well that the north didn’t just have other equally powerful and intelligent people in every corner, but there were also very frightening people hiding in the darkness.

Luther Hunt’s expression was very solemn and it made Darius become nervous.

“Master, will the Young Master be in danger?”

After following Luther Hunt for many years, he could tell from Luther Hunt’s expression that things were going to become tricky.

“Don’t worry, besides both of us, I don’t think any more than three people in the north know who he is. The Belmont family is probably just making a guess,” said Luther Hunt calmly. “As for anyone else, humph, they’re just making a guess.”

It wasn’t easy to find out who Ethan was, but there were also some people who had really good connections, so they might find a few clues.

If they were just trying to make a guess, then they would also try to test and see if their guess was right.

Ethan was probably going to get into a bit of trouble.

“Don’t worry about him,” Luther Hunt scoffed. “If he doesn’t suffer, then this fellow will never know how hard it is to survive in the north. We just need to do our part.”

“Got it!” replied Darius immediately.

He knew Luther Hunt was preparing to make some major moves, so all he could do was to make sure Luther Hunt’s instructions were carried out.

……

Ravendale City.

Diane had become famous after one business war and became the Corporate Goddess of the South. This incident had allowed Palmer Group’s new product’s sales to continue soaring.

The rate at which their market share was growing could be described as explosive, and it was definitely shocking.

Palmer Group now had a stable foothold in Ravendale City. As long as they kept this pace up and continued to work hard at keeping themselves within this internationally renowned city, they could use this city as a springboard to make their way out of the country. It wouldn’t be difficult for them to become a multinational company after that.

Now that everything was settled, Diane breathed a sigh of relief.

She had been fighting battle after battle for more than a month, and she hadn’t gotten a good rest at all.

Ethan brought her to have a relaxing hot spring bath, then they had a delicious meal, and after that, he hugged her to sleep.

The next day, Diane was energetic again.

“Time to go home.”

Diane didn’t want to get up since she was in Ethan’s arms. Her hair was a bit messy but she didn’t care and continued to nuzzle against Ethan’s chin.

It made Ethan feel so itchy.

“I miss Mum’s cooking,” sighed Ethan. “We can finally go home now.”

“You greedy cat!” Diane scoffed. “Let’s get up and have a meal with Ava Collins before going back. Mum says she’s prepared good stuff for us tonight.”

She wriggled out of Ethan’s embrace like a little cat, jumped off the bed, and got her slippers on. She picked up the phone on the table and gave Ava Collins a call.

The phone rang for a long time but nobody picked it up.

“Is Ava Collins busy?” Diane hung up. “I’ll call later. I’ll get changed first.”

She then dragged Ethan out of bed and pushed him to go wash up.

…

Meanwhile.

Ava Collins was back in her own house. She hadn’t been back in about six months.

She didn’t look too pleased. She had been standing in the same spot for half an hour without moving. In front of her was a man who wasn’t very tall, but was fairly muscular. He was in training clothes and was sorting out the weapons and other equipment used for martial arts training.

He didn’t seem to notice Ava Collins at all and treated her like she was air.

“If you’re not going to talk, then I’m leaving,” said Ava Collins. “You don’t want to see me anyway, so why did you bother calling me back?”

She looked at the back view in front of her, then turned to leave.

“Humph! If you dare to leave, then don’t call me your father!” Adonis Collins finally spoke up and his voice was filled with anger.

He was really angry that Ava Collins had entered the entertainment industry. He had opposed it from day one.

He didn’t know much about the entertainment industry, but whatever he heard about it proved that it wasn’t a good place. It was corrupt and filthy!

He didn’t understand why she couldn’t find a decent job and ended up singing in front of so many people. It didn’t seem like a job for a decent woman to sing and dance in front of tens of thousands of people in public.

And Ava Collins’s concert not too long ago was such a success too.

Thousands of fans looked so crazy when they watched her concert, and Adonis Collins couldn’t stand it at all.

“How have I embarrassed you?” Ava Collins’s shoulder trembled slightly. “Just because I like to sing? Is that a crime?”

“That’s not a proper job!” yelled Adonis Collins angrily. “What’s wrong with me asking you to find a proper job? Isn’t it good if you can live a stable life, find someone nice to marry and settle down with children?”

“You’re always out in the public wearing all sorts of nonsense!” he was furious. “Do you know what all the neighbors are saying about you? You think you’re not embarrassing? You’re such an embarrassment!”
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Ava Collins shook her head.

“How have I been an embarrassment? All I’ve done is to sing and I’ve never done anything that’s embarrassing to you or gave up my dignity, so what have I done wrong?” There was a bitter smile on her face and she gave up. “You would rather listen to what others say than to believe your own daughter.”

“Is there anything clean about the entertainment industry?” roared Adonis Collins.

Many people gossiped about her, saying that there were many implicit rules in the industry, so many people were willing to sell their bodies and give up their dignity for the sake of getting better connections and becoming famous.

Even if Ava Collins could hold on, there were many wicked people in the world. Would they let Ava Collins off easily?

“There is,” Ava Collins replied. “My current boss takes very good care of me and is fine with me doing nothing but singing. I don’t have to do anything else that I don’t want to.”

“Your boss?” Adonis Collins’s expression instantly changed.

He walked over to Ava Collins and stared straight at her with deep eyes as he asked fiercely, “What boss? Is it a man or a woman? Why does he take such good care of you?!”

There was no free lunch in this world. Adonis Collins was sure this boss didn’t have good intentions.

He was a man himself, and knew how awful men could be.

“He didn’t do anything to me, you’re overthinking it.”

“Humph, now he doesn’t do anything. What about in the future? You think he’s being nice to you for nothing? You’re too young to know anything!” Adonis Collins was both angry and anxious. “Where is he? Tell him to see me! I’ll make him terminate his contract with you!”

Ava Collins was amused.

She didn’t understand why her own father always thought of the entertainment industry as such a filthy place. She might have felt the same way in the past, but things had changed.

Her boss was now Ethan, Diane’s husband.

He was a man with upright principles and was a respectable man. He didn’t care for any of those implicit rules.

Ethan was so outstanding that if he was open to it, countless women would have thrown themselves at him by now.

“He’s very busy and doesn’t have time to see you,” Ava Collins replied quietly and waved her hands. “Forget it, I don’t want to talk anymore. Since you don’t want to see me, then I’ll leave now.”

She turned and her phone started ringing again.

Ava Collins picked up the call, and the moment Adonis Collins heard a man’s voice, he snatched the phone from her.

“Are you Ava Collins’s boss?”

“I am.”

There was a pause on the other side before Ethan responded.

“It’s really you!” Adonis Collins’s face fell the moment he heard the affirmative answer from the other party. “Why are you looking for Ava Collins?!”

Ava Collins didn’t have any work today. So if her boss had called her first thing in the morning, he definitely was up to no good.

“I want to ask her out to lunch,” replied Ethan honestly.

He really had ill intentions!

Adonis Collins understood immediately.

First it was a meal, then it was drinks. Then after a drop too many, what would happen?

Even though he wasn’t young anymore, he knew what kind of things went on in the world today.

Luckily he had caught this fellow in time, otherwise Ava Collins was going to suffer!

“She’s at home now, you can pick her up.” Adonis Collins had an urge to break Ethan’s legs. He suppressed his anger and said, “Collins Martial Arts Academy. You should be able to find it.”

He then hung up the phone.

Ava Collins got a little angry.

“Dad, how could you do that? I’m sure Ethan has a good reason for calling.”

What was that tone of voice Adonis Collins used?

He was clearly doubting Ethan and viewed Ethan as one of those men filled with wicked thoughts.

But Ethan wasn’t that sort of person at all. He had Diane, and his heart would have nobody else but her.

“A good reason? You’re not at work today, so what could he want with you?” Adonis Collins snorted. “When he gets here, I’m going to show him that no daughter of mine is easily bullied!”

He then stormed over to tidy up the sandbags.

When he couldn’t hold it in, he would punch the sandbags again and again to produce loud blasts.

On the other side, Ethan put down the phone and turned to Diane who was combing her hair.

“Ava Collins’s at home, and I think her dad was the one who picked up the phone. He said we can look for her at her place.”

“Her place?” Diane turned. “I’ve never been to Ava Collins’s home before.”

In fact, Ava Collins rarely mentioned her family. She didn’t seem to be on good terms with them, so Diane never asked.

“Let’s go look for her then.”

Diane looked at herself in the mirror and felt that her hair must look really nice today, and that’s why Ethan kept staring at her.

The two of them took a cab to Collins Martial Arts Academy. It was quite far out from the city center and was built in an older area, so everything nearby looked rather old too. The signboard right in front had clearly been wiped very often and there wasn’t a speck of dust on it.

Ethan stood at the entrance. He looked up at the signboard and narrowed his eyes slightly.
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A martial arts academy was hard to find, especially in a highly developed city like Ravendale City.

Diane knocked on the door. “Is anyone there? I’m looking for Ava Collins.”

After a while, the door was opened. Adonis Collins stood at the entrance with a dark expression on his face. He noticed Ethan first, then Diane.

He laughed coldly in his heart.

This guy was quite smart. He didn’t come alone and even brought a woman along. Did he think Adonis Collins would fall for that?

“You are Ava Collins’s boss?”

He didn’t look at Diane and stared straight at Ethan.

“Yes, I am.”

Ethan was fairly amused. It was clear that this older man didn’t like him very much, and sounded very wary of him.

“Come in!”

Adonis Collins turned and walked in with his hands behind his back. He even scoffed as he did so. He clearly did not welcome Ethan at all.

Ethan exchanged glances with Diane.

“What’s going on?” whispered Diane as she stuck her tongue out cheekily.

“Maybe he’s going through andropause,” replied Ethan.

They both walked in.

The academy was quite large, and it was rare to have such a large space in a city like Ravendale City, where land was so expensive. Ava Collins’s family was quite well off then.

Ava Collins sat in the training room and looked all helpless when she saw that Ethan and Diane had come.

She really didn’t know how to explain this.

“Diane, you guys are here.”

Ava Collins stood up to walk over and explain, but Adonis Collins stopped her.

“Bring this young lady to the back.”

Ava Collins frowned slightly. She looked at Adonis Collins and wanted to speak.

“Didn’t you hear me?!” Adonis Collins’s voice went up in volume instantly.

Ava Collins started getting angry. She felt that her father was being very rude.

“You! Come and tidy up all this equipment!” Adonis Collins instructed Ethan without being polite at all.

Even Diane was frightened by that fierce expression on Adonis Collins’s face.

She looked at Ava Collins, and Ava Collins looked very apologetic.

“Sure, I’ll help Uncle to tidy up this place,” Ethan didn’t seem to mind at all. He smiled and said, “Ava Collins, take Diane in.”

Ava Collins looked apologetically at Ethan and didn’t say anymore. She brought Diane to the living quarters at the back.

The entire training room was left with only Adonis Collins and Ethan.

Adonis Collins stared at Ethan as if he was looking at a thief. His gaze was unfriendly and it was filled with anger and viciousness.

But Ethan remained calm and even had a smile on his face.

“Where should I keep these things?” Ethan pointed at all the knee guards and cushions on the floor and asked with a smile.

“Put them there,” Adonis Collins simply pointed at a space randomly.

Ethan didn’t say anything. He nodded and patiently sorted out everything before putting them where Adonis Collins told him to.

Adonis Collins continued to glare at Ethan’s head from behind and scoffed in his heart.

“He can really pretend.”

He watched as Ethan tidied up all the things scattered all over the floor. It was as if Ethan wasn’t a guest, and Adonis Collins could just order him around.

“All done.” Ethan worked quickly and tidied everything up. He kept a calm attitude and didn’t seem annoyed at all.

He could tell that everything was scattered all over the place because Adonis Collins had deliberately thrown them everywhere.

“Move this wooden pole over to that side for me,” instructed Adonis Collins.

Ethan didn’t refuse him. He stretched one arm out and carried the wooden pole to the other side.

Adonis Collins’s eyes instantly lit up.

“You’re trained in martial arts?” he asked immediately. Ethan could move a wooden pole that weighed 50kg with one arm, so he wasn’t any ordinary man.

“I know a bit,” Ethan replied honestly.

He couldn’t hide this from someone who owned a martial arts academy.

“Excellent!” Adonis Collins laughed coldly in his heart.

He narrowed his eyes and didn’t beat around the bush. He stretched and arm out and curled his palms at Ethan. “That’s great! We could spar with each other!”

If Adonis Collins couldn’t beat up this guy who dared to have ill intentions towards Ava Collins, his anger wouldn’t go away!

He was going to make sure Ethan knew that Ava Collins wasn’t so easily bullied because her father would protect her!

Ethan shook his head and wanted to refuse Adonis Collins, but Adonis Collins had already made his move.
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He moved like the wind and his first move was an intensely violent punch that was headed straight for Ethan’s shoulder.

But it wasn’t anywhere near fatal. Adonis Collins knew better than that.

Adonis Collins threw this punch and hoped to see Ethan yelp in pain and go flying out. But unexpectedly, Ethan actually managed to block his attack.

He stretched a hand out and caught Adonis Collins’s fist.

“Uncle, I don’t really know much and I might not hold up for long, so I think we should forget it.”

“Forget it?” Adonis Collins scoffed and his eyes narrowed. “You could catch my fist and you dare to say you don’t know much? Are you looking down on yourself or are you looking down on me?!”

Even though Adonis Collins had only used 20% of his strength in this punch, most people wouldn’t have been able to catch it.

This fellow had hidden his skills well!

And so now, he really wanted to see how far Ethan’s ability could go.

Adonis Collins stomped his foot hard. It was as if his skeleton was loosening as it produced a cracking sound. After that, his fist moved forward fiercely once more.

This time, he used 40% of his strength.

Ethan still caught it.

He looked at Adonis Collins with a smile, “Uncle, you’re getting on in age, so it’s better not to lose your temper so easily.”

Adonis Collins was stunned and his face was a little red now.

Ethan had actually caught his fist again.

How could that be?

Even someone with some training in martial arts wouldn’t have been able to catch his fist with 40% strength.

But Ethan clearly looked like catching his fist didn’t take any strength out of him.

Adonis Collins scoffed. “Young man, you’ve hidden your skills really well, huh?!”

“Then take another punch!”

Adonis Collins gave a low shout, moved back a step before bouncing right back. He sent out a long punch with a series of crisp sounds. This punch carried 60% of his strength!

His fist was like an illusion. It seemed to move very slowly, but it reached Ethan in an instant.

But Ethan remained where he was.

Ethan still just stretched one arm out and caught Adonis Collins’s fist, so Adonis Collins’s fist couldn’t move any further.

Adonis Collins’s face was filled with shock and horror.

He looked at Ethan in disbelief.

This…this was impossible!

Did he judge this boy wrongly? That wasn’t possible.

His gaze instantly changed. There was surprise and excitement deep in his eyes, but the anger on his face had not dissipated a single bit.

Adonis Collins didn’t say anything. He moved two steps back and looked very seriously at Ethan.

He took off his coat, stepped on the floor hard and dashed towards Ethan like a missile.

His energy surged and increased his strength from 60% to 70% and finally released all of it.

He gave it his all!

But Ethan didn’t move back at all. He moved his fists and punches were even crazier than Adonis Collins’s.

The entire training room was filled with the sound of fists slamming into one another.

In the back room.

Ava Collins could hear the commotion in the training room and started to worry for Ethan.

She wanted to go over to have a look but Diane pulled her back.

“Don’t go over, they must be fighting!” Diane actually had some excitement on her face. “I’m surprised that your dad is so good at fighting!”

In her mind, anybody who could fight with Ethan must be a very highly skilled fighter. She had seen for herself how Ethan could defeat 60 or 70 men all by himself!

If she knew that even grandmasters died at Ethan’s hands, then she would start worrying for Ava Collins’s father.

“My dad has been training in boxing since he was a child, so he’s been training for nearly 50 years now.” Ava Collins was a little worried. “I’m afraid he might not know how to hold back and injure Ethan!”

“50 years?!”

Diane got a shock. How incredible must her father be by now?!

When Diane heard that Ethan might be hurt, she became worried and immediately dashed out without waiting for Ava Collins to say anymore.

Back in the training room, Adonis Collins’s back was heaving as he panted heavily. The sweat on his forehead continued to drip down his face.

He stared at how Ethan didn’t even seem out of breath. Besides the shock in his eyes, there was also a tinge of indignation.

He had already used all the strength he had. So what did that mean?

Even if others didn’t know, Adonis Collins knew.

“Why you little bastard!” he cursed and picked up his fists again. He gathered up all his strength and dashed towards Ethan again. He threw another bold and ferocious punch.

“STOP IT!”
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Ava Collins came running out from the back and was instantly furious when she saw how hard her father was coming towards Ethan.

“You’ve gone too far! How could you do this!” She quickly ran in front of Ethan and blocked Adonis Collins’s way. “Are you hurt? I’m really sorry!”

Diane ran over to Ethan and was relieved after she checked and saw that Ethan wasn’t hurt at all.

“You gave me a scare!”

Ethan didn’t do anything. Adonis Collins was all red in the face and it was filled with indignation and he felt that this was unfair to him.

Was he a person who didn’t know how to behave?

Did his daughter really think that he would really injure someone younger?

Besides, if either of them were to get hurt, Adonis Collins would be the one who would get hurt.

Diane didn’t know him, so it didn’t matter. But Ava Collins was his own daughter! He was standing up for her and protecting her, so why was she blaming him now?

Adonis Collins was angry enough to scold someone now.

“Hubby, as long as you’re alright. I really got a scare.”

Diane patted her heart and let out a long sigh of relief.


Adonis Collins froze for a moment when he heard what Diane called Ethan.

“You’re his wife?” he asked as he looked at Diane.

Diane nodded.

“Then Ava Collins…”

“Ava Collins is my best friend,” replied Diane with a smile. “Uncle Adonis, my name is Diane Palmer. Hasn’t Ava Collins mentioned me before?”

Adonis Collins’s head spun. The name Diane sounded very familiar. He wasn’t sure if Ava Collins had told him about her before, but he felt like he had heard this name very often in Ravendale City recently.

If she was this fellow’s wife, then how was Ava Collins related to this fellow?

“He’s really just my boss. He protects me because I’m best friends with Diane. Do you get it now?” said Ava Collins in frustration because she knew that Adonis Collins had misunderstood her relationship with Ethan.

“I’m so glad you didn’t injure Ethan. How would I be answerable to Diane if that happened?”

“They came to look for me because they’re going to leave Ravendale City today and wanted a meal with me before leaving. It’s nothing serious at all, so why did you have to attack so hard?”

Adonis Collins’s face got redder and redder as Ava Collins continued to berate him.

“It’s alright, nothing happened. I was just sparring with Uncle Adonis and he knows where to draw the line, so he wouldn’t injure me,” Ethan quickly tried to resolve the situation after looking at Adonis Collins and felt bad for him.

He could tell that Adonis Collins had misunderstood his relationship with Ava Collins. Adonis Collins thought that Ethan was using his status as Ava Collins’s boss to take advantage of her, and Adonis Collins was trying to teach Ethan a lesson and scare him off.

He was a stern and conservative middle aged man who loved his daughter dearly but didn’t know how to express his love.

Adonis Collins’s eyes were a little red now.

He had never suffered such injustice before.

Injured?

He was the one who was nearly injured!

Ethan was a crazy guy whose ability was so incredible it was terrifying. Adonis Collins was a veteran boxer who was at grandmaster level, but didn’t get the upper hand when he fought with Ethan. If they were really fighting each other, Adonis Collins was definitely going to die!

But in the end, he got scolded instead.

What logic was this?!

“It’s too late to go out and eat now, so just stay here and have a simple meal here. I’ll cook a couple of dishes and send you guys to the airport.” Ava Collins immediately turned to Diane to ask for her opinion without even looking at Collins.

Diane didn’t say anything and looked over at Adonis Collins, afraid that Adonis Collins would be unhappy.

“There’s food in the fridge, you can cook something,” snorted Adonis Collins.

Diane nodded and followed Ava Collins to the back again.

Ethan was about to follow them but Adonis Collins called him.

Diane wasn’t worried. She knew that they wouldn’t fight anymore.

The training room was left with just Ethan and Adonis Collins again.

Adonis Collins walked to the entrance and shut the door. His expression became extremely stern.

He walked over to Ethan and his gaze deepened. He now looked completely different from the father who doted on his daughter earlier.

“Those grandmasters who came to Ravendale City – were you the one who killed them?”
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Adonis Collins went straight to point and asked this question in a low voice without hesitation. His gaze was very grim as he stared right into Ethan’s eyes.

“That’s right,” Ethan’s eyes narrowed and didn’t intend to hide this. He nodded and answered honestly.

He already knew what level Adonis Collins’s ability was at after sparring with him earlier.

He was at grandmaster level!

Nobody would have imagined that a rundown martial arts academy in an old part of the city would be hiding a grandmaster level fighter who had trained in boxing for the past few decades.

After that round of sparring, they both knew what each other was capable of.

But while Ethan knew Adonis Collins’s limits, Adonis Collins didn’t know Ethan’s limits.

Adonis Collins didn’t expect Ethan to reply so simply. He didn’t know what to say.

He looked at Ethan for ten full seconds and took a deep breath.

“You’re in big trouble.”

Ethan replied calmly, “Is that so? I didn’t know.”

“You are very powerful and you might be even more powerful than a grandmaster. But there are many highly skilled fighters hiding in the martial arts world, and it’s beyond your imagination,” Adonis Collins scoffed without holding back. “Did you think it’s impressive to be at grandmaster level? Ha, you’ve just not seen enough of the world!”

The martial arts world?

It had been a long time since he heard this term.

Of course Ethan knew that this martial arts world existed. Many martial artists were hiding away from the public eye, and many of these highly skilled fighters were in the city and living in modernity. They weren’t hiding in some deep mountain or forest.

That martial arts world had not disappeared. It just existed in a different form.

Just like Adonis Collins – he was a highly skilled fighter, but he continued to stay in this rundown martial arts academy and lived quietly.

If Adonis Collins wanted to, he could have easily become an honored guest at a powerful family in the north!

“Martial arts fighters are just low profile but they have not disappeared completely. News of four grandmasters dying in Ravendale City has made its rounds in the martial arts world and I thought they were just rumors. But after meeting you today…”

Given Ethan’s ability, killing four grandmasters might be difficult, but not impossible.

He had such a terrifying ability at a very young age, but that wasn’t necessarily a good thing.

“I didn’t expect Uncle Adonis to be so familiar with the affairs of the martial arts world,” said Ethan with a smile.

Adonis Collins’s face turned red and he scoffed. “I’m not from the martial arts world, but I’m surrounded by it.”

He glared at Ethan unhappily.

If he hadn’t misunderstood Ethan earlier and felt apologetic, he wouldn’t have bothered to say so much.

“One of the grandmasters you killed is from the Northern High Kick Sect, a descendant from the school of Twelve Routines Springing Leg. His name is Ian Tanner. Now that he’s dead, he has probably ruined the reputation of the entire Northern High Kick Sect, and they’ll definitely make trouble for you!”

Ethan narrowed his eyes slightly, but there wasn’t a trace of worry on his face.

“The fight between the Southern Fists and the Northern Kicks has never stopped. Did you think that there would be fewer martial artists in this modern and developed city?”

Adonis Collins snorted, “You little punk, you’re in deep trouble! I’m warning you, make sure you don’t get Ava Collins into trouble, otherwise…otherwise I won’t let you off!”

But after thinking about it, he couldn’t defeat Ethan in a fight, so there was no way to teach him a lesson either.

He was impressed that Ethan had achieved this level of fighting ability at such a young age, but he had been too flashy about it, so if those martial artists hiding in the city found out, it wouldn’t be anything good.

He felt that it was better if Ava Collins kept a distance from Ethan.

“Wait a minute,” Ethan suddenly stretched an arm out to stop Adonis Collins from talking as if he hadn’t heard anything. He turned to the back of the house and sniffed, “Uncle Adonis, do you smell that? It smells amazing!”

“……”

Adonis Collins was completely stunned.
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“Looks like Ava Collins’s culinary skills are really not bad.”

Ethan didn’t take anything that Adonis Collins said to heart and couldn’t even be bothered. He pulled the door open and went towards the back.

“You…”

Adonis Collins was so angry that he started shaking. “You little punk! Didn’t you hear what I said?! HEY!”

Ava Collins’s culinary skills were really fantastic.

Diane couldn’t help but eat another bowl and her eyes were sparkling.

“I never knew that your culinary skills were this good! It’s delicious!” Diane was filled with admiration for Ava Collins. “If my mum found out, she would love you to bits!”

Compared to Ava Collins’s cooking, Diane felt that her cooking was practically inedible.

“If you like it, eat more,” Ava Collins laughed. Her mother had passed away when she was a child, so she had been cooking for the family since a young age. A few simple home cooked dishes was no challenge to her. “It’s been some time since I last stepped into the kitchen too.”

Adonis Collins quietly scoffed and poured Ethan a cup of wine.

Regardless of whether Ethan was drinking it or not, Adonis Collins clinked his cup with Ethan’s and drank it down in one go.

Ava Collins hadn’t cooked for him in so long.

“The wine is pretty good,” Ethan took a sip. “You made this yourself?”

“If not?” Adonis Collins’s voice was a little loud. “Others receive wine from their children, while I have to make my own!”

He sounded both upset and angry.

When she was younger, Ava Collins would save up money and buy wine for him. But after she wanted to sing and became a singer, the two of them quarreled badly and Ava Collins hardly came home.

How could Adonis Collins not be angry?

He was just concerned for Ava Collins and was afraid that she would be taken advantage of by those wicked people in the entertainment industry. He really just hoped that she could live well and in peace, but when the words came out of his mouth, they ended up sounding like he was scolding and shouting at her.

So whenever the two of them met, they would go separate ways unhappily.

Every time Ava Collins left the house crying, Adonis Collins felt bad and filled with regret, and he wished he could just slap his mouth. But then the next time she came back, the same thing would happen again.

“I got the message. Uncle Adonis, you’re saying that I haven’t given Ava Collins enough holidays,” Ethan laughed and poured himself another cup of wine. He picked up the cup with both hands and gave Adonis Collins a toast. “Tell you what, in the future, Ava Collins can go home anytime she wants, she can arrange her own work schedule.”

“Also, Uncle Adonis, I can guarantee you that nobody in my company will dare to bully her or hurt her. She can pursue her dreams in peace and nobody will disturb her. Everything you’re worried about will never happen.”

Adonis Collins was stunned.

“You’re sure?”

“I’m not the only one who’s sure. I believe you’ve made sure earlier too, right?”

Ethan smiled.

After the sparring session earlier, Adonis Collins knew what Ethan was capable of.

Adonis Collins picked up the cup of wine and thought to himself that Ethan was in deep trouble and still dared to be so arrogant about it. He was going to berate Ethan but then he realized that Ethan was way more powerful than he could even tell, so since Ethan wasn’t worried, he didn’t have to be worried either.

He clinked his cup with Ethan’s and said very sternly, “Alright, fine. I won’t bother her about singing anymore. But if I find out that someone is bullying my daughter, I’ll break your legs!”

He then gulped the entire cup of wine down.

After drinking, his eyes were a little red. He got up and waved as he walked out. “I’m full, you guys can continue eating.”

Ava Collins looked at Adonis Collins walk out. Her eyes were a little red and couldn’t stop the tears from coming to her eyes.

She knew that Adonis Collins had always been watching out for her. He had hidden a whole pile of her posters in the drawer of the old table. Did he think she didn’t know about that?

“Uncle Adonis is so cute,” Diane ate as she looked at Ava Collins. “As cute as you.”
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Ava Collins’s eyes were red and she didn’t say anything



After so many years, this was the first time her father was not opposed to her singing career. Now he truly believed that Ava Collins just wanted to sing and wouldn’t do anything against her morals or throw her dignity away for fame or anything like that.





She looked up at Ethan and wanted to thank him. But she felt that if she did that, she would seem strangely formal and distant.





Ethan met her eye and nodded slightly. There was no need for words.





After eating, Ava Collins wanted to send them to the airport.





“You don’t have to, we still need to pick Alice up. I think she’s just woken up,” Diane laughed. “You seldom get a chance to come home, so spend more time to chat with Uncle Adonis.”





Diane then took Ethan’s hand and walked out. Adonis Collins was sitting on a wooden chair and drinking tea.





“Uncle Adonis, we’re leaving now, we’ll come and visit you another time!”





Adonis Collins still looked grumpy, but his gaze was gentler than before. “Ok.”





He looked up at Ethan and wanted to give Ethan a few reminders, but then he decided against it and waved his hands. “Have a safe journey home.”





Ethan knew that these words sounded like they were for Diane, but he knew that Adonis Collins was also telling him these words.





Since he had killed off someone from Twelve Routines Springing Leg, all the martial artists from the Northern High Kick Sect hiding in the city would probably come looking for him soon.





But he never worried about this.





Ava Collins saw them out, and when she came back, Adonis Collins was still sitting there, but he had finished all his tea.





She picked up the teapot. “I’ll get you some more.”





After she took two steps, Adonis Collins called out after her, “I won’t oppose your singing career anymore.”





Ava Collins’s shoulders trembled.





“That fellow told me earlier that you’ve suffered a lot. Why didn’t you tell me?”





“Wouldn’t you just become angrier if I told you?”





“That’s rubbish!” Adonis Collins stood up. “You’re my daughter! If you suffer, I would feel worse than anybody else!”





“Next time…if anything happens, you must tell me! I’m not dead yet! I’ll see who dares to bully you!”





Ava Collins couldn’t hold it in anymore and her shoulders were trembling even harder than before.





She turned around to look at Adonis Collins and there were tears coming to her slightly red eyes. “Alright, I will.”





“I’m on leave these two days, I’ll be staying here.”





Ava Collins then went to make tea.





……





Ethan brought Diane to the hotel to pick Alice up, then they went to Ravendale International Airport and returned to Greencliff.





Alice was still in a daze as she watched the airplane take off and sighed, “I have left behind my mark as a legend in Ravendale too.”





It wasn’t long before she had to start school, so she had to go home and spend more time with her parents. After she started university, she had to study hard so that after she graduated, she would be able to help Diane and Ethan.





After the plane landed, Brother Geoff was already waiting outside to fetch all of them.





“We welcome the Legend of Fairbanks back!”





Brother Geoff and Alice high fived and burst out laughing.





The Palmer house was more lively than usual.





April had bought a lot of food and even got two ladies to help her to cook, otherwise she wouldn’t be able to cope.





Tom Foster and the other wolves had received a call to go over for a meal as well.





The moment Diane came back, she put her bag down and ran into the kitchen. She loved sticking to April, and April chided her for still behaving like a child despite being married.





Ethan and Tom Foster were having tea in the courtyard.





“There’s some movement in the north.”





Ethan nodded to tell him to continue.





“The head of the Whitlock family has changed.” A meaningful glance flashed through Tom Foster’s eyes. “That Ivan Whitlock is more capable than I expected. He actually ousted Harry Whitlock from his position as the head of the family.” 
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Nobody expected the least respected member of the family, the son that everyone thought was useless, to have actually hidden his true abilities so well.





Ivan Whitlock suddenly put his capabilities on full display, so Harry Whitlock couldn’t fight back and obediently let him take the position of being the head of the family. His two elder sisters tried to fight with him, but they lost even more terribly.





“Looks like this fellow is pretty capable after all,” said Ethan.





Ivan Whitlock had gone to Ravendale City to look for Ethan and wanted a chance, but Ethan rejected him.





Ivan Whitlock was an intelligent boy and knew that if he didn’t do anything to prove himself, he wouldn’t get a chance.





He was a clever person and was pretty likeable too.





“So what’s happening in the north now?”





“After Ivan Whitlock became the head of the family, he immediately cut off any businesses that were remotely controlled by the Whitlock family via a spokesperson. That’s as good as cutting off the rotten flesh from his own body.”





Those businesses were a tremendous source of profit. So it really took quite a bit of courage for Ivan Whitlock to boldly chop this arm off.





He had probably guessed that if he didn’t break this arm off himself, then Ethan would eventually do it. And it would be much worse than just cutting off the rotten flesh.





“After Ivan Whitlock did that, it caused a stir in the north, so a number of people are watching the Whitlock family and they want to know what Ivan Whitlock is trying to do.”





Ethan nodded. He knew what Ivan Whitlock was trying to do.





So now everyone in the north would probably be wary too.





They might even think that Ivan Whitlock was somehow connected to Greencliff.





This wasn’t anything good, but it wasn’t anything bad either.





“Alright, I got it,” said Ethan as he heard April call them in for dinner. He got up and smiled as he patted Tom Foster’s shoulder. “No matter what we want to do later, we have to eat first. Let’s go.”





“Let’s go!”





…





Meanwhile.





There was a strange atmosphere in the air slowly rising in the north.





The Whitlock family had suddenly changed the leader of the family, and the most surprising part was that Ivan Whitlock was the one who took over. Harry Whitlock was still considered young, so surely he could still lead the family, right?





Even though the Whitlock family had suffered a terrible blow after what happened in Ravendale City’s illegal circle, a skinny camel was still larger than a horse.





After Ivan Whitlock became the head of the family and went on an extensive exercise to change things, it looked like the Whitlock family was chopping their own arms off.





The Whitlock family was afraid!





The message that the Whitlock family was sending out was that they were afraid. They were scared of Greencliff and were begging for mercy. This made the other powerful families start to worry. They were worried that Greencliff was going to come aggressively towards the north and pose a threat to them.





Suddenly, everyone was overcome with fear and many were secretly investigating who the person behind Greencliff was.





In a forest in the countryside, the birds were chirping and the flowers were in full bloom.





There was a house built out here. It wasn’t large but it was fairly quiet and it was hard for anyone who didn’t know their way around to find it.





The wooden house was quiet and filled with the smell of tea. One could only see the back view of the man seated in the pavilion through the blinds.





“My Lord.”





There were two men in black kneeling reverently outside the pavilion.





“Have you found out if that Ethan Hunt from Greencliff is the child that was thrown out from the Hunt family back then?” The man behind the blinds had a hoarse voice.





“We have no evidence to prove this. Someone might be using this name as a disguise.”





“Hoho, sometimes you can’t tell the genuine one from the fake one. But regardless of whether he is or not, I need to know this man’s true identity as soon as possible. Send someone to sound him out.”





That hoarse voice was calm and steady as he said nonchalantly, “If he affects my plan, then kill him.”
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“Got it!” the two men in black responded in unison. They then disappeared in a flash.





The figure behind the blinds moved slowly as he made tea and poured tea for himself. His movements were very smooth and nobody could sense any murderous air from him.





“I’ve spent 30 years setting up all of this, so I’m not going to let anyone affect my plans.”





“Anyone who blocks my way must die.”





He poured the water over the tea leaves and the smell of tea became stronger.





The commotion in the north was pretty big, and it was hard to escape notice. That so called forbidden territory called Greencliff was coming closer and closer. It started from Greencliff, but it was slowly coming towards the north.





It was difficult not to become wary.





It was a crucial time now. He had prepared everything for nearly 30 years now, and his plan couldn’t afford any mistakes!





Even the slightest threat had to be taken out before it could become any bigger.





“Hoho, very interesting. I don’t know who’s doing this, but regardless of who it is, it is all in futility.”





The wind blew and the blinds shook in the wind. The figure seemed to become a blur and didn’t seem real anymore.



…



At the same time.





Back in Greencliff.





After getting back home, Ethan went back to his usual lazy self.





April cooked everyday, so he didn’t need to think about what he wanted to eat and she would make sure he was well fed.





But recently April kept making herbal soups for himself and Diane and he wasn’t sure what she was trying to do.





Did she find that he seemed weak and needed some supplements?





Diane and her father had gone to Palmer Group’s headquarters for a meeting to decide on their next step. Ethan stayed at home and leaned lazily against the sofa. He was eating fruits while talking on the phone at the same time.





“Ok, keep a close eye on things. I think someone has trouble sitting still already,” said Ethan calmly. “Watch them carefully, especially those supremely powerful families.”





“Big Boss, if you find out that it’s the Hunt family in the end, will you deal with them?” Winston asked on the other end of the line.





Ethan was silent for a moment. He put the grape in his hand and changed position. “Winston, I think you’re becoming more and more long winded.”





“Is it because I haven’t hit you in too long?”





“I think it’s because I can’t wait for you to come back to the north, and I’m getting restless.”





Winston then hung up after that.





Ethan threw the phone aside. His gaze slowly became sharp and they were like a sharp knife that could chop everything to pieces!





“Red Cloud…who on earth are you?”





A crazed and murderous look began to appear on his face.





It surged and soared like sea waves.





“There are very few in this world who can injure that old man. And everyone I’ve checked isn’t able to.”





Ethan thought about how his Master had told him two words before he had disappeared with severe injuries. “Red Cloud.”





This seemed to be a symbol of sorts, but his Master didn’t know what it meant and he couldn’t tell Ethan either. He only guessed that this Red Cloud was hiding in the north.





After that, his Master said he was going to find a place to rest and recover, and told Ethan not to worry about him.





But Ethan figured that the old man’s days were already numbered.





He had investigated this matter for many years, and he could only confirm that the man who carried that red colored cloud as his symbol was hiding in one of the supremely powerful families!





He had gone to Greencliff not just for Diane. More importantly, he wanted to find the mastermind behind this because his Master had told him that this Red Cloud was a bad sign and they would eventually bring disaster upon this place.





So he had to find who was behind the Red Cloud and get rid of them completely.





But this was someone who could injure his Master so severely and hide himself so well, and absolutely nobody knew who this terrifying fellow was. So wasn’t going to be easy to deal with him.





So Ethan decided to change tactics and start from Greencliff. He created this model of a forbidden territory in order to attack the spokesperson model that the powerful families of the north benefited from.





He distracted everyone by making them think that he was going to clean up the north and kept inching nearer and nearer to the north. He could sense that this wind blowing through all this grass had already caught the attention of that person.





“You’d better hide yourself better, otherwise, if I find you…”





The murderous look in Ethan’s eyes instantly made the temperature in the room go down by more than ten degrees.





“I’ll kill you off without mercy!”
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“Did you turn the air conditioning on?” April shuddered as she walked in with some food. She felt like the room was very cold.





She looked up to see that the central air conditioning wasn’t on and was surprised.





“Ethan, I know the weather is getting warm, but you shouldn’t sit right in front of the air conditioner or you’ll fall sick, understand?”





Ethan turned around and his expression had returned to normal. He smiled and said, “Got it, Mum.”





“What are we eating tonight?”





“What do you want to eat?”





“I want sweet vinegar pork ribs, but Diane said she wanted Szechuan boiled fish.”





“Then we’ll have sweet vinegar pork ribs!”





April seemed to have automatically ignored the back half of Ethan’s sentence. She ran back into the kitchen and started making preparations.





Ethan resumed his lazy position as he held a grape in his hand and continued watching TV.





…





At the same time.





In the northern mountains.





This was the headquarters of the school of Twelve Routines Springing Leg that belonged to the Northern High Kick Sect.





Even though the original martial arts school was gone and the descendants of the pioneers had already gone into business and were ordinary folk.





But the status of the main bloodline of the Tanner family was immovable.





The entire huge Tanner family had eight bloodlines.





The one who had the most say in the clan was naturally the current top grandmaster of the Twelve Routines Springing Leg, Ignatius Tanner!





Even in the north, Ignatius’s name was very famous and even someone as powerful as Arthur Young had to politely call Ignatius his senior. Ignatius was extremely reputable in the martial arts world.





There were so many powerful families that wanted him to work for them, but Ignatius ignored all of them because he despised this sort of thing.





As a veteran in the martial arts world, he despised those martial artists who trained for the sake of money, power and status. He believed that each martial artist should stand proud on their own.





He was really disgusted by people like Ian Tanner, because he brought shame to the Twelve Routines Springing Leg’s reputation. Ignatius had issued a warning before that he wanted to cut ties with Ian Tanner and throw him out of the family.





But now Ian Tanner was dead.





Someone sent news to the northern mountains to say that Ian had died in Ravendale City and had been killed in a scheming plan by someone else. He had died along with three other grandmasters.





The Tanner family’s ancestral hall was filled with tears.





Everyone in Ian Tanner’s bloodline was now kneeling on the floor and bawling loudly.





“As the leader of the Tanner family, you have to do something about this!”





“Ian was killed by a scheming man, so he had died unjustly!”





“Those wicked people used a scheming plan against him, so you must avenge Ian!”





All of them were crying loud and appealing to Ignatius Tanner to take revenge.





Ignatius’s eyes were half closed and didn’t have much expression on his face. But the anger in his heart started to burn.





He didn’t like Ian and actually hated him.





Even though Ian was gifted in martial arts and was already a grandmaster in his forties, he was attracted by money, power and status, so he went against the moral code of martial arts to attain all this.





Ignatius had wanted to maim him several times himself.





But now, Ian was dead.





No matter how horrible Ian’s deeds were, he was a member of the main line of the Tanner family and their blood flowed in him. So only Ignatius had the right to kill him or beat him. Who else would dare to do this?





And the other party had actually used a scheme to trap Ian!





If Ian’s ability was lower than his opponent in a fight, then he deserved to die. But if the other party had used underhanded means…





Then that was posing a challenge to the Tanner family!





“You have to do something!”





“Avenge Ian Tanner! He’s a grandmaster of the main line of the Tanner family, how could he die like this…”





“Master Tanner, Please listen to us!”





The wailing continued to echo through the hall.





The other families in the hall didn’t say anything and kept a gloomy expression on.





They all knew that Ignatius didn’t like Ian, even though Ian was so gifted in martial arts.





But now, the reputation of the Tanner family was at stake. Ian was dead, so they couldn’t hold him responsible anymore. So now they had to go after Ian’s killer to demand justice.





“Enough.”





Ignatius slowly opened his eyes and said this one word. Everyone in the ancestral hall immediately stopped crying and didn’t dare to make any noise.





“Send my words to Greencliff,” said Ignatius. “I give the killer three days. Within three days, he must come to the northern mountains and apologize to us. Otherwise, I will pay a visit to Greencliff myself.”
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Everyone in the ancestral hall was shocked.





The head of the family was going to make a move personally?





Was this a joke?!





Given Ignatius’s position in the martial arts world, he just needed to say the word and the few hundred members of the Tanner family would go forth and raze Greencliff to the ground!





And with one word, he could also make everyone in the Northern High Kick Sect respond.





There was no need for Ignatius to do this himself.





Someone who had used underhanded means to kill another person was not worthy for Ignatius to make an appearance personally.





The representatives from the various bloodlines exchanged glances and wanted to stop Ignatius, but he just waved his hands.





“Don’t say anymore, I have already decided. All of you may leave.”





“Got it.”





The ancestral hall was silent in no time.





Ignatius sat on his wooden chair. His hair was white and his beard was long like someone of high standing. The martial arts training clothes he was in didn’t have a single crease on it.





“How long has it been since the main line of the Tanner family walked in the ways of the martial arts world?” His cloudy eyes shone bright. “This world has fallen apart, but the spirit of the martial arts world has never dissipated.”





As long as the Tanner family had Ignatius around, even those powerful families of the north didn’t dare to touch anybody that belonged to the Tanner family, much less someone who was at grandmaster level.





But that man from Greencliff had not only killed Ian Tanner, but he had used a dirty trick to do so. Otherwise, how else would he have done in four grandmasters at one shot?





He didn’t care about the rest. But the Tanner family was not going to let one of theirs die for nothing!





Ignatius’s words were soon brought to Greencliff.





Any movement in Greencliff would alert the powerful families of the north.





They didn’t expect the Tanner family to send word out.





This terrifying family that had descended from the martial arts world wanted the person controlling Greencliff to personally visit the Tanner family and apologize!





Who would dare to refuse?





That would offend the entire Tanner family.





There were so many members of the Tanner family connected to the powerful families of the north, and the Tanner family itself was not a family to be trifled with.





Greencliff wasn’t just faced with one powerful family or just one grandmaster. They were facing an entire family of the martial arts world, and possibly the entire Northern High Kick Sect!





If Ethan went to the northern mountains to apologize to the Tanner family, then Greencliff’s reputation as a forbidden territory would fall apart by itself.





But if he didn’t go, then Ignatius was going to personally make a move.





Everyone was focused on how Greencliff was going to respond.



Butler Richard gathered all the information he had on the Tanner family and felt that this Tanner family was not simple at all.





He brought everything he had to Ethan.





“They’re really aggressive,” said Butler Richard. “You asked me to take note of all these veterans in the martial arts world, and I’ve checked the Tanner family out in particular. They’re really quite complicated.”





“Unlike those powerful families in the north, the Tanner family is a huge clan by themselves. They aren’t really powerful in the north nor in the legal circles, but every generation produces a number of highly skilled fighters, and many powerful families want these fighters to work for them.”





Of course Ethan knew about this.





Descendants of martial arts sects like the Tanner family continued to keep the spirit of the martial arts world going and never wanted to become part of modern society and compete for power and money.





They also continued to teach their children to never live for power and money.





Most veterans in the martial arts world were like Ava Collins’s father, Adonis Collins, and lived an ordinary life. Under most circumstances, nobody would know that they were incredibly highly skilled fighters even if you met them face to face.





Those who worked for powerful families for the sake of power and money like Ian Tanner were probably the odd ones out among the Tanner family.





“I used dirty tricks to kill Ian Tanner?”





Ethan was amused.





He remembered that it only took one punch to kill Ian Tanner.





Even though Ian Tanner was a grandmaster, he had only just reached this level. There was also quite a large difference in level between grandmasters.





“The clan leader, 9, has said that Mr. Hunt must go to the northern mountains within the next three days to apologize, otherwise he’ll come and pay Greencliff a visit.”





This threat was more than sufficient.





Who was Ignatius Tanner?





He was an extremely powerful and famous person in the entire Northern High Kick Sect!





If he came to Greencliff, he might cause an earthquake in Greencliff!





“According to my research, Ignatius has never liked Ian and wanted to cripple him many times. So I’m afraid he’s trying to use this chance to recover the Tanner family’s reputation,” analyzed Butler Richard.





“No problem,” replied Ethan casually. “If he wants to come, he can come.”





“The scenery in Greencliff isn’t too bad. Or maybe he’s getting on in age and wants to see the world outside before he dies.”
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Perhaps only Ethan would dare to say such words.





Butler Richard was a little stunned at first, then he said, “These descendants of the martial arts world are a bit tricky. They don’t have any regard for the laws and rules of modern society and I’m afraid it might be difficult to defend ourselves against them.”





People like Storm  never bothered about the rules of this world. He killed every man with one slash of the sword, and dared to kill enough to make the people in the north frightened.





“They are just old fashioned and stubborn sticks in the mud. Richard, you’re thinking too highly of them,” Ethan waved his hands and wasn’t bothered by any of these things. “These old antiquated people in particular – you don’t have to worry about them.”





“Alright.”





Butler Richard didn’t say anymore and replied to the Tanner family with Ethan’s response.





Greencliff’s response made some of the powerful families in the north who had been watching Greencliff closely feel a little gleeful now.





“Come if you want? That king of Greencliff really dares to say anything he wants!”





“He must be insane! That’s Ignatius Tanner! A powerful grandmaster! Come if you want? Since he actually dared to reply to Ignatius Tanner like that, then nobody can save Greencliff now.”





“The Tanner family seems to have six grandmaster level fighters and almost every member of the family is trained in martial arts. Greencliff is in serious trouble this time!”





Some people were gleeful, and some people continued to watch the situation closely. There were also those who felt that the person in Greencliff had the guts to say something like that because he really had the confidence.





After so long, who had been able to ruin Greencliff’s reputation as a forbidden territory?





Even though Greencliff had offended the Tanner family this time round, there were still some who believed that Greencliff was well prepared and didn’t fear the Tanner family at all.





Many others didn’t say anything and continued to quietly wait in the shadows for the final result.





When the news went back to the northern mountains, the entire Tanner family was furious and wanted to raze Greencliff to the ground immediately!





But Ignatius remained calm. He had no expression on his face and continued to look high and mighty. It was as if he didn’t care about what Ethan said at all.





“He still has two more days,” said Ignatius calmly.





Two more days!





Ignatius had said that if Ethan came personally to apologize and admit his mistake within the next three days, he would not kill Ethan.





Since the three days wasn’t up yet, he wasn’t going to care about what Ethan just said.





Everyone had to surrender to him in the end. Otherwise, they would have to pay a tremendous price!





What was this forbidden territory of Greencliff all about?





Ignatius didn’t care. As a veteran in the martial arts world, he had seen and heard almost everything by now.





Even though the martial arts world didn’t exist anymore, the spirit of it never disappeared.





At least Ignatius kept his pride as a martial artist.





Everyone had been watching closely for Greencliff’s response to the warning from the Tanner family. Nobody expected Greencliff to respond so arrogantly.





Come if you want?





Were they tired of living?





Even those powerful families of the north would never dare to say something like that to the Tanner family.





This family was made of the descendants of the Twelve Routines Springing Leg, the central pillar of the Northern High Kick Sect, an ancient sect of the martial arts world!





Even those large clans in the north or those powerful families were always extra polite to these veteran martial artists. Nobody dared to offend them.





Greencliff was doomed.





They were really doomed this time.





The first of three days had passed, and Greencliff’s response caused a huge uproar.





The members of the Tanner family were furious.





All of them couldn’t wait to kill their way to Greencliff. They wanted to show Greencliff how powerful the Tanner family was.





“How audacious! I’m going to Greencliff right now and bash all their teeth out!”





“What is this?! How dare they say something like that? Come if you want? Then we’re going right now! Let’s go!”





“Raze Greencliff to the ground! Raze Greencliff to the ground!”
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All the younger people in the Tanner family couldn’t stand it at all. The various bloodlines started gathering their people together and wanted to head for Greencliff immediately to show them how powerful the Tanner family was.





Who had ever looked down on them like that before?





But as long as Ignatius didn’t tell them to go, none of them dared to make a move.





“How is it that Master Tanner can still endure this? Those people in Greencliff are going to climb over our heads!”





“They killed Ian Tanner and aren’t embarrassed to say such bold words! Where do they get this sort of confidence from?!”





“Do they really think the Tanner family are pushovers?”





Some even went to beg Ignatius to let them head for Greencliff immediately. But Ignatius ignored all of them and continued to sit quietly on his wooden chair with his eyes half closed.





He was like a highly esteemed person who had made his decision. Nobody could move him no matter what happened.





Ignatius’s expression showed no change, but the anger boiling in his heart was going to overflow soon.





“Looks like the Tanner family has really not made any move for too long and people have forgotten.”





He didn’t care about Ian Tanner’s death. Even if these rebellious members of the family weren’t killed off by someone else, Ignatius himself would have made them disappear from the family.





But the people in Greencliff had gone too far!





They had used dirty tricks and were unashamed to say such bold words. They really had no regard for Ignatius at all.





Now everyone was watching from all sides to see what response the Tanner family would give. If Ignatius gave in, then the reputation of the Tanner family was doomed for sure.





The Twelve Routines Springing Leg will no longer be the top school within the Northern High Kick Sect, and the Tanner family would no longer be their central pillar.





The second day passed.





The Tanner family still didn’t head for Greencliff.





There was some murmuring among the powerful families of the north.





“Looks like the person controlling Greencliff is not simple at all. The Tanner family is afraid of him!”





“Ignatius is just trying to hold onto the little reputation he has. So many people have already died in Greencliff! Even a grandmaster like Ian Tanner died at the hands of someone from Greencliff!”





“Didn’t they give Greencliff three days? There’s one more day left, so what’s the hurry?”





“You believe that? The Tanner family has definitely surrendered! They won’t dare to go to Greencliff!”





All these rumors made the Tanner family even angrier than before.





More and more people came up to Ignatius and requested to head for Greencliff immediately to restore the Tanner family’s reputation.





But Ignatius refused to agree.





He knew that those people out there had other intentions for saying these things. After so many years, Ignatius could tell.





He didn’t care.





Even if those people continued to jump about anxiously, they were like clowns to him. He was going to do what he wanted and nobody could affect him.





The authority and reputation of the Tanner family did not depend on what people said. It depended on their Twelve Routines Springing Leg and was built upon every kick they made!





The third day!





The person from Greencliff still did not come to the Tanner family to apologize, and didn’t even send a message of apology.





The only response was that sentence – come if you want!





They were ridiculously arrogant!





The entire Tanner family was about to burst. It was so hard to hold it in.





“Please let us go forth and fight!”





“The people of Greencliff have stepped all over our dignity as the Tanner family, so we can’t let them off!”





“The Tanner family has never been this humiliated in the last two hundred years! We should fight!”





All the members of the family had come and stood outside the ancestral hall. None of them could sit still anymore.





The people of Greencliff were too bold!





If they didn’t teach them a lesson and make them pay, then the Tanner family couldn’t remain as the central pillar of the Northern High Kick Sect anymore.





Ignatius Tanner stood up. His gaze was like fire.





He walked to the entrance and his long beard blew in the wind.





“One grandmaster from each bloodline shall go with me to Greencliff.”





These words alone were enough to make everyone’s blood rush.





Ignatius was going to bring eight grandmasters with him. Who could block the way of nine grandmasters?





When he didn’t want to move, he didn’t move at all. The moment he wanted to move, he was going to move mountains!





This battle shook up all of the north.





Nobody expected Ignatius to be so aggressive. Never mind that he was bringing eight grandmasters with him. Just Ignatius alone was the one with the highest standing in the entire Northern High Kick Sect!





Greencliff had really offended the wrong person this time.





Ignatius brought eight grandmasters with him and headed for Greencliff.
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Meanwhile.





Life in Greencliff went on as per normal and there was no change at all.





Ethan wasn’t even bothered at all.





He continued to send Diane to work, ate April’s cooking at home and paid a visit to the training facility in the countryside now and then to teach the new batch of trainees.





Everyone outside of Greencliff was already going crazy with the news that Ignatius Tanner was coming to Greencliff, but very few within Greencliff even bothered.





They were all so used to this sort of thing.





So many people had come to make trouble here already.





But none of them managed to get anything out of Greencliff.





Besides, the members of the Tanner family were really being ridiculous. Ian Tanner was the one who tried to kill Ethan first for the sake of money and power, but Ethan fought him off and ended up killing him instead.





And now they were unabashedly telling Ethan to visit them and apologize!





How could they put forth such a shameless request?





Ethan was at the training facility. A new training course had just been completed.





The wolves had used their own experience to improve on the original facility design to make it more suitable for ordinary folks to train and help them improve themselves as quickly as possible.





Ethan affirmed their design.





What he wanted to do was just to teach them how. The actual journey to finding their own path would depend on themselves.





“Big Boss, they’re really here,” reported Tom Foster calmly. He didn’t seem worried at all. “Looks like they intend to step on Greencliff in order to restore the Tanner family’s authority.”





Ethan looked up. “I’m not free.”





He lay on the long bench and said nonchalantly, “It doesn’t matter who’s coming. I’m not free.”





He was going to finish teaching these fellows, then pick up Diane from the office. The next episode of the drama he was following was on tonight, so he didn’t have time for these sticks in the mud who refused to change with the times.





“Got it,” Tom Foster nodded and left.





Ethan shut his eyes again. He could tell the progress of the trainees by the sound of their training alone.





He didn’t care about this Tanner family at all.





…





Meanwhile.





Ignatius’s expression was rather nasty.





He was a grandmaster, a representative from the Twelve Routines Springing Leg! He had come to Greencliff personally and Ethan said he wasn’t free to see him?!





He was really too arrogant!





Did he think the Tanner family were pushovers?





Ignatius’s expression was grim. He was nearly 70 years old now and he had never had to endure such an insult before. The middle aged men with him were filled with a murderous air and they couldn’t wait to tear Ethan apart.





But the thirty men in front of him were equally expressionless.





“I’m really sorry but Big Boss is very busy lately and does not want to see anyone. Please return to where you came from,” said Brother Geoff with a cold snort. “Big Boss said that you could come if you wanted to, but even if you come, we’re not receiving you.”





Ignatius clenched his fists and his knuckles cracked loudly.





“How very arrogant,” he scoffed. “I wonder if his ability is as high as his nose in the air!”





“If you cannot give the Tanner family an answer, then don’t blame me for getting nasty!”





“Does he think we don’t dare to fight him? Don’t push us!”





The various members of the Tanner family were shouting. “If he doesn’t come out, we’ll fight our way in!”





There were so many eyes on the Tanner family now and watching their movement in Greencliff. If they came all the way here and couldn’t even get to see the person they wanted to see, that would be the greatest joke of all.





The Tanner family had never had to endure such humiliation before!





Even Ignatius started to tremble from his anger even though he was normally calm and steady and carried himself well.





“Fight your way in?” Brother Geoff broke into a smile. The men behind him instantly fell into a formation. “Sure, but you’ll have to get through our dead bodies first!”





“If you want to touch our Big Boss, you’ve got to check if we’re agreeable first!”





Thirty of them got into formation and their presence was now completely different.





Initially they were like scattered sand, but now they were like an iron wall.





Ignatius’s expression changed a little.





Of course he could tell that the wolves’ formation technique was not simple.





He was surprised that people like that existed in Greencliff.





He could tell that the wolves weren’t very strong, and if they had to fight grandmasters one on one, they wouldn’t hold up for long. But when they combined their forces, they became rather fearsome.





This wasn’t just an addition of their strength together. This was a multiplication of their strength, so it was a really frightening technique.





The martial arts world hadn’t heard of people like this before.





“I want Greencliff to be accountable for what you’ve done to the Tanner family,” said Ignatius. “If you refuse, then I’ll demand it!”





He took a step forward and unleashed the murderous air within him. There was a cold glint in his cloudy eyes. “A life for a life has always been the way to go since ancient times!”
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Brother Geoff burst out laughing when he heard these words.





“That fellow from the Tanner family wasn’t highly skilled enough and couldn’t defeat my Big Boss, so what’s there to account for? You can’t take care of your own people and your children started fighting for the sake of power and money, so they deserve to die! If you end up killing me in battle, my Big Boss won’t take revenge either! Let’s fight it out!”





Brother Geoff continued to shout loudly, “You want to kill my Big Boss? You’ve got to ask the rest of them first!”





Ignatius’s eyes narrowed violently.





He could see more and more people gathering behind the wolves. These people…were all ordinary folk.





There were even aunties who had just returned from buying vegetables at the market and were holding their baskets of food with faces filled with anger.





Some were carrying water bottles and seemed to have run over from the park.





There were even young children who were frowning and clearly angry.





“Who is trying to make trouble for Mr. Hunt?”





“Who said he wants to kill Mr. Hunt? Which asshole said that? Come out here now!”





“Someone wants to do harm to someone like Mr. Hunt? And dared to set foot into Greencliff? Are you tired of living?!”





“Beat them out of here! Beat all of them out of here!”





There were nearly a thousand people gathered now and they were a huge crowd.





Ignatius felt his heart suddenly tighten. He had been through so many decades of life but he had never met with a situation like this.





What…what on earth was going on?





This Ethan Hunt was so reputable in Greencliff!





How could this be?





There were men, women, old folks, children and every single one of them were furious and filled with righteous anger. Even leaving Greencliff safely was going to become a problem, never mind dashing in to make trouble for Ethan.





Ignatius’s lips quivered and he felt like all the blood in his body was surging.





“This…this is what they meant by the forbidden territory of Greencliff? This is why it’s called a forbidden territory!”





He had thought that this term was only referring to the illegal circle of Greencliff and referring to Ethan and his gangsters. But now he realized that the entire city and its population were protecting the city and making sure that everyone inside was safe.





“Master Tanner…”





The grandmasters with Ignatius were also pale in the face.





There were nearly a thousand people now and more were coming. They had never met with such a situation before!





“Who’s making trouble in Greencliff?!”





“Did you think the people of Greencliff are easy to bully?!”





Many people started shouting. Their voices were thunderous and they looked unbelievably imposing.





“They want to kill Mr. Hunt!” yelled Brother Geoff. Everyone instantly exploded. The anger on their faces raged more than before and they surrounded Ignatius and the other grandmasters. The way they looked at them was so terrifying that even Ignatius felt his body tremble.





This was way too terrifying!





Before they could even see Ethan, they might not even get out of here safely, never mind finish him off.





If each person in this crowd spat at them, there were enough of them to drown them in spit.





The grandmasters started to panic and moved a few steps back. Even Ignatius felt like he couldn’t hold up against these people either.





“I’m only here to get an explanation!” he declared loudly. “I’m not here to kill Ethan!”





“There’s no explanation to be given, get out!” someone shouted loudly. “Mr. Hunt is a good man who has helped many people! He has never harmed anyone! All of you are definitely here to harm him! Everyone! Chase them out!!”





The crowd kept moving forward.





Ignatius’s expression changed dramatically.





Had these people already started to protect Ethan to this extent?





“Everyone…”





“Don’t bother talking to him! Anyone who wants to harm Mr. Hunt and make trouble in Greencliff has to get out!”





“This is our home! Nobody is to make trouble here!”





The angry shouts struck fear in Ignatius.





“Master Tanner, what do we do now?”





“We can’t fight them! We’ll die if we try!”





“Master Tanner! Greencliff is too scary, we have to leave this place!”





When Ignatius saw the crowd coming towards him, for the first time in his life, he felt how angering the masses was such a terrifying thing!
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The immense number of people was enough to scare someone to death.





Even though Ignatius was no ordinary man, he didn’t dare to fight any of these ordinary folk. That would be against the ethics code of the martial arts world!





Ignatius never imagined that Greencliff would be this frightening.





Why was Ethan so reputable here?





He must have lied to the public!





“Retreat!” Ignatius clenched his teeth.





He didn’t dare to move forward anymore. All these angry ordinary folks would eat them alive if they tried.





He was going to be chased out of Greencliff without even seeing Ethan. Ignatius never even dreamt that such an embarrassing thing would happen to himself.





“Get out!”





“If you dare to make trouble in Greencliff again, don’t blame us for getting nasty!”





“Greencliff will never allow anyone to make trouble! Never!”





……





The crowd was still raging and Ignatius’s ears were ringing. He didn’t dare to say anymore and quickly left Greencliff with the other grandmasters.





They didn’t go back. They found a place to stay near Greencliff.





How many powerful families of the north were watching the Tanner family now?





How many martial artists were watching Ignatius now?





If he didn’t get an explanation and seek justice, then the reputation of the Tanner family was destroyed for sure.





It wasn’t just going to be embarrassing for Ignatius. Even the Twelve Routines Springing Leg would become the laughing stock of the martial arts world.





“Master Tanner, what do we do now? We can’t even get into Greencliff.”





The grandmasters with him all looked fairly nasty.





They had never met with such a situation before. They were really terrified earlier.





“Are those people nuts? I can’t believe they’re so protective of that despicable man.”





“But we can’t let this go, otherwise the Tanner family will lose its place in the martial arts world.”





“Kill Ethan! If we don’t kill him, the Tanner family is doomed!”





The few of them couldn’t stop saying such things.





“Enough!” Ignatius shouted coldly. “All of you, shut up!”





He scanned all of them with him. “I know what to do, so just listen to my instructions. For now, go and sleep.”





“Master Tanner…”





“Are all of you going to disobey me now?”





“We will return to our rooms!”





The eight of them didn’t dare to say anymore and went back to their rooms.





Even though they were indignant inside, they didn’t dare to make Ignatius angry.





Ignatius sat there and narrowed his eyes slightly. He had thought through many possibilities and figured that Ethan wouldn’t be easy to deal with, and would have come up with some despicable method to stop Ignatius.





But he didn’t expect Ethan to make use of even ordinary folks!





Shameless!





Too shameless!





Initially he only wanted to teach Ethan a lesson and make him kneel down to apologize so that the Tanner family could assert their authority. As long as Ethan repented and changed his ways, that would be the end of this matter.





But now he wanted to kill Ethan!





To Ignatius, Ethan was sly and scheming and didn’t seem to have any moral boundaries. He even used ordinary citizens, so he was sure there was nothing Ethan wasn’t capable of doing!





This sort of person would do more harm than good if he were left alive.





The spirit of the martial arts world gave him this sense of responsibility. He had the responsibility to get rid of despicable, underhanded, cruel and vicious people like Ethan.





Ignatius had no expression on his face, but the murderous thoughts in his heart started to rise.





He sat there until it was late at night. His eyes were half shut and didn’t move, as if he was rooted to that position.





Suddenly, Ignatius opened his eyes, and now they both shone brightly.





“Ethan Hunt, tonight, I shall kill you!”





He got up and disappeared.





…





Meanwhile.





At the Palmer house.





A delicious pot of grilled fish was their supper for the night.





William and Diane had just reached home after working overtime and they were starving.





“It smells so good!” Diane sniffed the pot and her eyes were sparkling. “I’m going to start eating!”





“If you’re afraid of growing fat, then go ahead and eat,” said April sarcastically. “Ethan hasn’t come to eat yet, so how could you start first?”





She turned to look around her and didn’t see Ethan.





“Where’s Ethan? Doesn’t he like eating so much? Where is he now?”





At this moment.





Ethan was standing in the courtyard outside the bungalow estate. The cigarette in his hand was almost done.





He narrowed his eyes slightly and looked at the figure coming towards him…
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“It must be really hard for the top grandmaster of the great Tanner family to have to sneak into this place just to look for me.”





“Ethan Hunt!” Ignatius scoffed coldly. “You are really shameless. How could you make use of ordinary folk? Are you still human?”





“Since you used underhanded means to kill one of mine and ruined my clan’s reputation, tonight I’m going to make you pay for it!”





Ethan flicked his finger and the cigarette in his hand flew beautifully into a trashcan not too far away. The cigarette was instantly extinguished.





He shook his head. “How muddleheaded.”





“What did you say?”





“I said you’re muddleheaded,” repeated Ethan. “I got rid of the trash in your family, so I’ve actually helped you to clean up the clan. Never mind that you aren’t grateful to me. Now you even want to make trouble for me?”





“Besides, I didn’t use any underhanded means. Ian Tanner was too weak.”





“You’re audacious!” Ignatius flew into a rage.





Ethan was about to die but he was still speaking so outrageously!





Ignatius’s long beard flew in the wind and he didn’t hide the murderous air within him anymore. It immediately exploded out of him.





He stepped on the ground and flew towards Ethan like a dragon.





“Prepare to die!”





The strongest and most powerful grandmaster of the Tanner family’s main line from the true school of Twelve Routines Springing Leg had burst out in fury.





He kicked a long leg across and it was followed by the sound of a series of air blasts. Even Arthur Young would have to admit defeat in front of Ignatius if he was faced with this level of ability.





Ignatius didn’t seem to be a man nearing 70 years of age at all. His movements were as fierce as a ferocious tiger coming down the mountain. His presence was imposing and his legs were like a whip that was lashing hard towards Ethan’s head.





Ethan went into a half squat and didn’t move. He raised a fist and met those legs head on.





There was a loud blast and it shook the place so hard that even the viewing pavilion swayed. Ignatius’s expression immediately changed.





“You have also reached grandmaster level?”





His face paled. Ethan was so young, so how could that be?





Even in the dim lighting, he could tell that Ethan was 30 years old at most. He had reached grandmaster level at 30?!





That was impossible!





“You look down on me.” Ethan suddenly moved. His body was like a ghost as it instantly became a mere shadow and dashed towards Ignatius like a violent gust of wind!





Ignatius’s expression changed drastically.





The wind that Ethan created made his beard fly up and he nearly couldn’t open his eyes.





Just as he was about to counterattack, he felt that Ethan’s fists were already right in front of him.





The wind created by the punch was so strong that it cut his face and he could feel the pain.





It was too fast!





Ethan’s fists were faster than his legs!





This was unbelievable!





A leg was longer than an arm and should have been more advantageous for him. Even though he was getting on in age, Ignatius was still extremely confident of his speed of attack and his use of kicks.





But today, he had lost before he could even make his move!





Ethan didn’t continue and kept his fists away. This move alone told Ignatius that he was no match for Ethan.





If he tried anything, Ethan would kill him without hesitation.





“You…you…”





His lips trembled as he looked at Ethan in shock. His face was filled with disbelief.





Others might not know, but as the top grandmaster of the Tanner family, Ignatius could tell that Ethan’s ability was beyond his imagination.





If Ethan hadn’t kept his fists away, Ignatius would be a corpse by now.





That was really a terrifying thought.





Was Ethan human?





His heart pounded wildly. He had lived for nearly 70 years now and Ignatius had never felt this close to dying before.





“You…why didn’t you kill me?”





“I don’t kill idiots,” Ethan put his hands away. “Don’t you know very well how rotten the martial arts world is?”





“Do you still think it’s an honorable place after the powerful families in the north have made use of these martial artists?”





Ethan shouted these words out loud and clear.





Ignatius’s face instantly reddened.





He wished Ethan killed him instead.





He was being scolded harshly by someone younger than him. Ignatius’s face was all red and he opened his mouth to argue back, but he realized he didn’t know how to.





“Did you think that just because you kept your own pride, others would look up to you? Tsk, dream on!” Ethan laughed coldly. “They’re still making use of you, but you’re so foolish that you never realized it. If someone like Ian Tanner doesn’t die, then the ones who are going to die is the entire Tanner family instead!”





“So stupid! Nothing can save you now!”
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Ignatius’s entire body was shaking.





Ethan didn’t mince his words at all.





“It’s not just the Tanner family. Don’t you know how many rotten pieces of flesh there are in the martial arts world?”





“What’s all this about keeping the spirit of the martial arts world or upholding righteousness and justice? Is it more important than power and money?”





“Once there’s one Ian Tanner, then there will be a second one and a third one. In the end, it will just be a group of rotten flesh!”





“If you’re not completely muddleheaded yet, then have a think.”





Ethan glanced at Ignatius with a face filled with contempt. Ignatius’s eyes were wide open and he couldn’t get a single word out.





If Ethan wanted to kill Ignatius, it wouldn’t take him much effort at all.





All these so called highly skilled grandmasters were nothing to him.





But he didn’t want to kill Ignatius. Ignatius was a little muddleheaded, but there was hope for him.





Ethan didn’t continue talking. He turned and left, because if the grilled fish grew cold, it wouldn’t be as tasty.





He left Ignatius standing there with his back heaving.





He had lived for so many years and even had one foot in the coffin already. When did anyone berate him like this and scold him in the face?





And the worst part was that he didn’t even have anything to argue with.





On top of being unable to argue back, Ethan’s words seem to have struck his brain and made him understand many things.





Perhaps he had already seen all this but refused to admit it.





He thought that as long as he kept his own pride as a martial artist, nothing would change. But he was wrong.





This world had changed too much.





If he didn’t stop it right now, it would be too late.





Ignatius looked up with a start as he watched Ethan walk away and he broke out in a cold sweat.





“Such a terrifying level of ability, I’m afraid he’s already reached…”





He swallowed hard and couldn’t say it out loud, because even though he had a glimpse of it earlier, he still had trouble believing it.





He wasn’t just unable to kill Ethan now. He must not kill Ethan!





He was a stick in the mud and was very stubborn, but at least he still had a little of the spirit of the martial arts world left in him and wanted to preserve some part of the martial arts world.





If he didn’t hold on to these things, Ethan’s punch earlier would have blasted his head to pieces by now.





Ignatius didn’t say anymore. He turned and disappeared into the dark night.





…





At a hotel just outside of Greencliff.





The eight grandmasters from the Tanner family were all gathered together.





They couldn’t find it in themselves to give up like that.





“Let’s sneak into Greencliff and kill Ethan!”





“We must kill him! Otherwise the reputation of the Tanner family will be in tatters!”





“There are so many people watching us. The powerful families of the north as well as other martial artists are all watching us. If the Tanner family becomes a laughingstock, then how are our family members going to face the world? Who would still believe us?”





Nobody would trust them anymore, and their status would be lower than before. It would be impossible for them to ask for more benefits in the future.





The eight of them exchanged glances and didn’t hide the murderous look on their faces.





“Kill Ethan!”





“Let’s go!”





The eight of them got up to head for Greencliff immediately.





But just when they opened the door, they found Ignatius standing there.





“Master Tanner!” When they saw that Ignatius was all dressed in black, they immediately figured out what was going on. “Master Tanner, are you also going to sneak into Greencliff to kill Ethan?”





All eight of them were overjoyed.





They were afraid that Ignatius would look down on killing Ethan in secret.





But now, if Ignatius joined them and nine of them joined hands, even a large clan would be destroyed overnight, never mind one Ethan!





“Who do you want to kill?!” Ignatius’s eyelids twitched and he suddenly roared. “Go back NOW!”





Eight of them were stunned and didn’t understand what Ignatius meant.





He was also entirely dressed in black. Wasn’t he going to kill Ethan too?





“Master Tanner, that Ethan…he killed Ian and ruined Tanner family’s…”





“Shut up!” Ignatius glared hard at them. “Ian deserved to die! Even if Ethan didn’t kill off that piece of trash, I would have!”





“Pack all your things, we’re going home!”





He couldn’t be bothered to say anymore.





“Master Tanner!”





The eight of them were getting anxious. If they missed this chance, it would be too difficult to try to kill Ethan again.





This Greencliff was a strange place, so if they didn’t attack tonight, the city would become even more wary of them and they might not even get the chance to enter the city at all.





“I SAID GO HOME!” Ignatius roared even more loudly than before. The eight of them trembled with fear.





They had never seen Ignatius so angry before.





Ignatius looked at the eight of them and scoffed, “All of you want to kill Ethan, huh? Is it for the sake of the Tanner family? Or is it for the sake of those powerful families in the north?”
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The expressions on the eight grandmasters changed slightly. Ignatius seemed to have guessed what was going through their minds and they weren’t able to answer him.





“Don’t think I don’t know about this. Each of your bloodlines has close connections with those powerful families in the north. Ian deserved to die, and you think all of you don’t deserve to die as well?”





Ignatius’s words made them tremble in fear. They didn’t expect Ignatius to know all about these things.





But hadn’t he come to kill Ethan?





Why was he behaving like a completely different person now?





“Pack your things and go back with me. Otherwise don’t go back ever again.”





Ignatius scoffed and didn’t say anymore. He turned and left.





He knew that if these men went to kill Ethan tonight, none of them would come back alive.





Even if all eight of them joined hands, they wouldn’t be a match for Ethan.





Ethan had killed four grandmasters in Ravendale City, and he probably really didn’t pull any tricks. He had fought them with the ability he had.





Ignatius would not doubt him anymore.





Ignatius left that very night. The other grandmasters didn’t dare to go against him, so they all left with him.





…





At this time.





At the Palmer house.





Ethan rubbed his stomach as he lay on the sofa. The grilled fish on the table was left with nothing but bones.





“Aren’t you afraid of getting fat?!”





Diane was so annoyed. Four fifths of the fish were in Ethan’s stomach now, and before he came to eat, April didn’t even let her touch the chopsticks!





“I’m afraid that you will grow fat,” said Ethan very seriously. “So I’ve eaten your share for you. Wifey, look how nice I am to you.”





“HUMPH!” Diane rolled her eyes at him and started to get upset. She turned to April and said, “MUUUMM! Did you hear what Ethan said?!”





“Ethan is right,” April nodded her head instead as she placed the freshly washed fruit in front of Ethan. “Don’t eat so much, you don’t look nice if you’re too fat. With Ethan around to control your diet, I don’t have to worry.”





Diane was dumbfounded.





This was her own mother?





She stared at Ethan, then at April and bit her lips gently.





“You can go ahead and side with your precious son! Your daughter-in-law here is going to leave home now!”





She pretended to go upstairs to pack her things and leave home, but nobody stopped her at all.





Diane really felt like crying.





She secretly opened the door slightly to look at what was happening downstairs to find that April was asking Ethan what he wanted to eat the next day, the day after and even the day after that!





“Ava Collins, I feel like I was picked up from the dumpster…” said Diane sadly into the phone.





That must have been a cold winter’s day and the snow was heavy. April must have seen her crying miserably in the dumpster when she took the trash out and took her home out of the kindness of her heart.





Ethan was truly April’s biological child, not her.





Diane felt that this dream was very real. Who would be so biased towards a son-in-law and disregard her own daughter?





After half an hour on the phone, Ava Collins’s stomach hurt from laughing too much.





When Diane heard Ethan coming upstairs, she whispered, “I’m going to bed, I’ll tell you how horrible he is another day!”





Diane flung her phone to one side, turned off the lights on her side of the bed and covered her head with the blanket to pretend that she was already sleeping.





Ethan’s footsteps were as light as a cat’s. When he saw Diane all tucked in, he didn’t make a single sound.





He was so quiet and seemed to have gone out again.





“Isn’t he coming over?” thought Diane to herself as her eyelashes were twitched. She didn’t feel Ethan come closer to her at all. She bit her lip and said in her heart, “Humph, if I don’t teach you a lesson today, you wouldn’t know who the real darling of this house is!”





But after a long time, Ethan still hadn’t come to bed.





Where had this idiot gone to? Could he have run off to the guest room?





Diane quietly pulled the blanket back a little and opened her eyes to find Ethan smiling at her.





“AHH!” she let out a yelp. “Why didn’t you make any sound?!”





“I wanted to see how long you could pretend to be asleep,” said Ethan with a laugh. “Just three minutes huh. Wifey, you’re not patient enough.”





“You…” Diane retorted, “I woke up from my sleep!”





Ethan just smiled and didn’t say anything.





“You can sleep on the sofa tonight as your punishment!”





This was the method she came up with after discussing with Ava Collins earlier. She had to stay on top of Ethan.





“Ok then,” Ethan nodded and turned to leave. “I’ll sleep on the sofa downstairs then.”





He then started walking off without even turning back. Diane’s eyes widened in anger. This fellow…was so irritating!





“Come back!” she yelled immediately. “I told you to go and you really went?!”





“Of course. I must listen to everything my wife says,” replied Ethan with a straight face.





Diane didn’t know what to say. She couldn’t find a single loophole in Ethan’s words and she couldn’t even refute him.





Her position in this household was already fixed, it seemed.





She gave up.





“Get in here and warm the bed for me!” ordered Diane.





“Yes, wifey.”





Ethan wanted to laugh but he kept a stern expression on as he politely bowed, then immediately hopped into bed and hugged Diane tightly.





“……”





“Turn the lights off! SLEEP!”
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The rest of the night went by quietly.





The grandmasters from the Tanner family had gone to Greencliff, but there was no news after that.





All those watching the Tanner family and Greencliff had waited an entire night for news, but nothing came back to them.





It was as if Ignatius had brought the other eight for a walk and returned to the northern mountains without confronting anybody in Greencliff at all.





This really stunned the powerful families in the north.





They couldn’t believe it.





How could this be?





The Tanner family had gone out with great fanfare. Nine grandmasters had moved out together, so it was like they had thrown a huge bomb into the lake, but it didn’t even cause a ripple.





It had crashed into the lake hard, but floated up and was taken out of the water again.





“I won’t see anyone!” Ignatius was practically yelling. “I don’t want to see anybody!”





“Whoever tries to ask about Greencliff will not get any response from the Tanner family!”





He didn’t expect so many people to come looking for news first thing the next morning. Some came formally and some came in secret, but they all wanted to know about Greencliff and they wanted to know what happened between the Tanner family and Greencliff.





But were they really concerned about the Tanner family?





Bullshit!





Ignatius was beginning to really believe what Ethan said.





The Tanner family was probably already rotten to the core!





Out of the eight bloodlines, how many were really thinking about the reputation of the Tanner family?





Possibly none!





He was so furious.





“News is circulating out there that the Tanner family is afraid of Greencliff and can’t even get justice for ourselves!”





“Master Tanner, let us go! We don’t care if we live or die, but we must not let others look down on the Tanner family!”





“We want to fight!”





Representatives from all eight bloodlines were shouting loudly outside the ancestral hall.





“Go home NOW! Whoever dares to say another word will be thrown out of this family!” Ignatius didn’t mince his words.





His expression had darkened and his angry shouts scared everyone into leaving.





But the people coming to get news never stopped. The powerful families of the north kept trying to use all sorts of channels to get news.





“What an irony,” Ignatius scoffed coldly. “So what if I’ve been embarrassed? If I let my clansmen go to Greencliff, none of them will come back alive!”





Ethan was powerful, and the wolves had a rare formation technique that was formidable. But just from the way those ordinary folks protected Ethan alone, they could forget about even setting foot into Greencliff!





The thing that worried him more now was the problem within the Tanner family.





Ethan was right. The problem in the Tanner family wasn’t just one Ian Tanner, but the entire Tanner family. There were too many people who had been secretly corrupted.





If this went on, the situation would only get worse.





He had to cut off all these rotten pieces of flesh.





Ignatius’s gaze became colder and colder and his eyes looked determined now. “I’m so old and I’ve already suffered my fair share of embarrassment, so what else am I afraid of? If the Tanner family meets its downfall in my hands, then I’ll be the greatest sinner of the Tanner family! HUMPH!”





He immediately sent an order to make sure none of the Tanner family members were allowed to step out of the house.





He knew there were definitely more people who were in close contact with those powerful families of the north. He was going to watch and see who else was rotten in the Tanner family!





There was no movement from Greencliff, and the Tanner family didn’t respond at all.





All the people watching both sides were thoroughly confused.





Since it was impossible to get any news from Greencliff, they could only try to get news from the Tanner family.





Meanwhile.





A few men in black were kneeling on one knee behind the blinds. They reported everything about the Tanner family heading for Greencliff in detail.





“Oh? So nine grandmasters went to Greencliff but didn’t even make a splash?” The man behind the blinds laughed faintly. “How very strange.”





“You didn’t miss anything?”





“No. The men from the Tanner family have all returned to the northern mountain and we can’t get any information from them at all. My Lord, should we continue to sound him out?”





The person controlling Greencliff was so high profile before this, but this time he didn’t reveal himself at all. It was as if he knew that someone was using the Tanner family to sound him out.





“Continue to sound him out,” replied the man behind the blinds. “Use whatever means necessary to dig out that fellow.”





“Yes, My Lord!”





The figures disappeared in a flash.





The north was already in turmoil as the reputation of Greencliff as a forbidden territory was public knowledge now.





And the name ‘Ethan Hunt’ started to ring in many people’s ears.





“Ethan Hunt? You said the man who’s been the talk of the town lately is called Ethan Hunt?” Eleanor Belmont looked at her own secretary and her face was filled with happiness. “He’s in Greencliff!”
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“That’s right, his name is Ethan and he’s been making waves everywhere.” Eleanor Belmont’s secretary was surprised that her boss looked so happy. Just this one man could make her smile? “Miss Belmont, do you know him?”





Eleanor Belmont didn’t answer her question.





Of course she knew Ethan. She knew him since she was a child!





But was this Ethan the same Ethan she knew? She hoped he didn’t just have the same name.





“Tell me, what does he look like and where does he come from? Is he from the north?”





Eleanor Belmont was going to jump out of her seat when she heard this name.





She had just come from her own house and confirmed that her family really didn’t oppose the engagement, even if Ethan had already been thrown out of his family and had become an abandoned child.





But she didn’t care.





“He’s not from the north. Apparently he used to be a homeless man with mental issues.”





Eleanor Belmont was even more excited now. But her heart also went out to him.





She had heard about how Ethan was thrown out of the Hunt house and had to wander the streets. Even his mother had died because she couldn’t get her illness treated in time.





It was Ethan!





She was sure it was him.





“But now it seems he has married into his wife’s family to wash away their family’s bad luck or something.” The secretary had a look of disdain on her face. “A grown man with arms and legs decided to marry into his wife’s family? What a disgrace.”





She didn’t notice the change in Eleanor Belmont’s expression and continued to mutter on, “Nobody would look up to a man like that. Miss Belmont, so many people are laughing at him.”





“From now on,” Eleanor Belmont expression had suddenly darkened. She glared at her secretary as if she was an angry lioness. “You’re fired!”





The secretary was in shock and couldn’t react.





“Miss Belmont…”





Eleanor Belmont ignored her.





Who dared to say anything bad about Ethan?





She wouldn’t allow it.





Eleanor Belmont didn’t hesitate at all. She booked a plane ticket immediately and went to Greencliff.





She was going to confirm if he was that man she knew.





After she left the north, Luther Hunt heard about it.





“Master, Miss Belmont has gone to Greencliff already. I’m afraid it’s going to be difficult to keep this secret,” said Darius a little worriedly.





The Belmont family didn’t oppose Eleanor Belmont marrying Ethan anymore even though they were the ones who called it off back then in the first place. So they must have guessed something.





“Tsk, some things are fake and some things are real. Sometimes the real thing looks even more like a fake,” said Luther Hunt with bright eyes. “Do you think the Belmont family knows? They’re just trying to sound him out. They’re not sure, and so they let Eleanor Belmont go to Greencliff.”





The Belmont family would naturally think that no matter what Ethan looked like now, Eleanor Belmont would be able to recognize him.





Darius was surprised. “Master, have you prepared something?”





“I don’t need to prepare anything,” scoffed Luther Hunt. “Ethan is an intelligent boy. He’s chased the Tanner family away on the surface, but he’s secretly placed another piece on this chess board. This little punk is getting better and better at this.”





Of course he knew that Ethan would have made preparations and wouldn’t reveal his own identity so easily.





Ethan knew how to hide himself at least until he had found out who that mysterious man was.





Even though he had revealed some of his ability so as to make people guess, the more real something was and the more seamless something was, would make those who thought themselves as very clever even more suspicious.





Human nature was such.





And someone who could see through human nature and use it to his benefit like Ethan, were the most terrifying.





“Darius.”





“Yes, Master.”





“Ethan will settle Greencliff himself. What you have to do is to keep an eye on those supremely powerful families of the north!”





Darius immediately nodded.





“The Belmont family in particular!” Luther Hunt whispered. “You understand?”





“I understand, don’t worry.”





Luther Hunt nodded and didn’t say anymore. He let Darius attend to these matters.





Very few people knew what happened back then.





Someone who could hold himself back for a few decades was indeed very terrifying. But once he had put everything in place and was ready to make his move, probably nobody could stop him.



But who was that person? Even Luther Hunt didn’t know at all.



Ethan’s plan had started from the illegal circle of Greencliff and was slowly challenging that mysterious man. If he couldn’t sit still anymore, then he was going to make a move soon.



The moment he revealed the slightest bit about himself, Ethan was going to dig him right out!
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“This punk’s intelligence takes after me,” scoffed Luther Hunt.



Meanwhile.



Palmer Group’s headquarters in Greencliff.



Diane was surprised and almost couldn’t believe it. The famous Corporate Goddess of the North, Eleanor Belmont was coming to Greencliff.



She said she wanted to tour Palmer Group and exchange pointers with her.



Most other people would have been too excited to sleep.



What an honor!



This was Eleanor Belmont!



She was the Corporate Goddess of the North, a woman who was a legend in the corporate circles. Whoever even managed to meet her would be so proud of themselves.



But Diane frowned.



That was because she knew who Eleanor Belmont was. She was the one who wanted to snatch Ethan away from her!



“Reject her visit?” Ms. Cindy stared at Diane. This was such a good chance but Diane wanted to reject her? “CEO Palmer, are you sure? This is a rare opportunity.”



“I don’t want to see her at this point in time.”



Diane bit her lips. She wasn’t confident.



Even though she had grown tremendously, she still felt that she was like an ugly duckling in front of Eleanor Belmont.



If she really had to see Eleanor Belmont now, Diane was afraid that she didn’t have the confidence.



“CEO Palmer…”



“It doesn’t matter, others can say what they want, I don’t care,” said Diane with a smile. “I just feel that I’m still not qualified to stand in front of her. If I have to be compared to her, I will lose, and I really can’t afford to.”



If she lost, would she lose Ethan to her?



Diane suddenly felt panicky.



“I’m afraid we can’t reject her visit,” Ms. Cindy replied helplessly. “They informed us only after she arrived in Greencliff. She’s already downstairs and I think she’s already taking the elevator up.”



Diane froze.



“CEO Palmer,” Ms. Cindy noticed the change in Diane’s expression. “I don’t think you’re weaker than her. In fact you’re better off than her.”



“You have Brother Ethan! I don’t think there’s a second man as good as Brother Ethan in this world.”



Diane stared blankly at Ms. Cindy.



That’s right. She had Ethan. Ethan told her not to worry and not to be nervous. She…didn’t have to worry about whether Ethan would leave her, right?



Someone knocked on the office door and snapped Diane back to reality.



Before she said anything, the door was pushed open and the smell of perfume wafted in.



Before she saw anybody, she heard her first.



“Where is Diane Palmer?”



From just the sound of her high heels on the floor, she could imagine how enchanting that pair of long and slim legs would be.



Diane turned around to see an incomparably beautiful woman in a professional suit. She exuded a mature and mesmerizing sort of air around her as she walked in confidently.



Eleanor Belmont couldn’t wait a moment longer.



She had confirmed the news that Ethan had married into the Palmer family. So she came straight to Palmer Group without saying anything.



“You’re Diane Palmer?”



At their first meeting, Diane seemed weak, while Eleanor Belmont seemed aggressive. “I’ll give you Belmont Group, return him to me!”



She was so direct!



And so aggressive!



Diane was stunned while Ms. Cindy was completely confused.



Eleanor Belmont would give Belmont Group to Diane but Diane had to return him to Eleanor Belmont?



Who was he?



“I’ll put this in clearer terms,” Eleanor Belmont decided to repeat herself since Diane didn’t react. “I can give Belmont Group to you without any questions. And all you need to do is to leave Ethan and return him to me. Do you get it now?”



Ethan!



She was here to snatch Ethan away!



Diane took a deep breath. She didn’t think this day would come so quickly.



Eleanor Belmont had come knocking on her door specially for Ethan.



Such a powerful and aggressive woman didn’t want anything but Ethan. She would rather give away Belmont Group, the business empire she had built from scratch.



Diane wasn’t the only one who was stunned by this. Even Ms. Cindy took a few deep breaths because she was afraid she might faint on the spot.



What on earth was going on?!



She had just told Diane that she didn’t think Diane was weaker than Eleanor Belmont because Diane had Ethan as her husband, and every woman was jealous of this.



But now Eleanor Belmont’s first words were to tell Diane to leave Ethan and return Ethan to her?



She was even willing to use Belmont Group, the business empire she built from scratch in exchange?!



Good heavens!!



Did she know what she was saying?!
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Eleanor Belmont was talking about Belmont Group. It was impossible to set up a second Belmont Group in the world, and Eleanor Belmont wanted to use such a company in exchange for Ethan?



Was that Brother Ethan who always stole Ms. Cindy’s chips worth so much?



“I won’t exchange him,” Diane looked seriously at Eleanor Belmont. She pursed her lips and took a deep breath. “Ethan is my husband, I’m not going to exchange him for anything.”



“You’re not worthy of him,” replied Eleanor Belmont bluntly. “Since you want to become the Corporate Goddess, I’ll grant you this wish by giving you all of Belmont Group and all the resources that I have. I can give you everything and all you need to do is leave Ethan. Isn’t that a good deal?”



Diane shook his head. “He’s a human being and cannot be exchanged like this. Besides, he’s my husband and I’m sorry but I won’t exchange him for anything.”



The two of them stared at each other like this without talking for ten whole seconds.



Nobody expected things to turn out like this.



Ms. Cindy stood to one side and felt that these were the longest ten seconds of her life.



Her mind was blank.



The Corporate Goddess of the North had built a business empire from scratch and was using it in exchange for Ethan, while the Corporate Goddess of the South said she wasn’t exchanging him for anything.



What…what on earth was going on?!



When it came to poise, looks, business acumen, these two women were definitely one of the best in the country.



And they both wanted Ethan?



This was simply too shocking.



“Fine, since you’re not willing to exchange him, then I’ll have to snatch him from you.” After a long moment of silence, Eleanor Belmont nodded her head. There was no expression on her face, but it exuded great confidence and pride. “You’re very outstanding, but you are destined to lose. Ethan is mine. You will understand this soon enough.”



Eleanor Belmont didn’t stick around any longer and turned to leave.



She was like a proud peacock and her eyes looked down on everybody.



Including Diane.



She had already given Diane her chance and was even willing to use Belmont Group to exchange for him. But Diane had unexpectedly rejected her.



Since that was the case, then Eleanor Belmont was going to take Ethan by force.



She didn’t care what method she needed to use. Ethan was hers for life and nobody could change that.



Eleanor Belmont had left but Diane was still standing in the same spot. She wasn’t nervous and actually became calm.



She thought that when she saw Eleanor Belmont, she would become nervous, uneasy and lose confidence or even become cowardly. But on the contrary, she actually became more relaxed.



That’s because she had made a decision, and she was very sure of this decision.



“CEO Palmer?” Ms. Cindy whispered as she looked worriedly at Diane. “Are you alright?”



That Corporate Goddess of the North hadn’t come on a business visit at all. She had come for Ethan and she was here to snatch him away!



Ms. Cindy wouldn’t have been worried if someone else had come to do this. Diane was so outstanding that nobody could fight with her, never mind challenge her publicly for her husband like this.



But the one who came was the Corporate Goddess of the North! Someone with great charm and presence!



“I’m fine,” Diane laughed. “Before seeing her, I was a little afraid. But now I’m not scared anymore.”



Ms. Cindy was surprised. Diane already knew that Eleanor Belmont would come and do this?



“Alright now, go back to your work. I’m fine, don’t worry about me.”



Diane then went back to her own seat and focused on her work.



Ms. Cindy could feel that for that moment, Diane seemed to have changed.



But she couldn’t put a finger on it.



She decided not to disturb Diane anymore. She took a deep breath and muttered to herself, “Brother Ethan, Brother Ethan, you’re simply too charming. I don’t dare to dream of becoming your mistress anymore!”



At the same time.



Eleanor Belmont went downstairs again.



Her expressionless face was filled with pride as if she was a queen. Anyone who came close to her would feel tremendous pressure.



The elevator was here and the doors opened. Eleanor Belmont looked up and her eyes immediately narrowed.



The man standing in the lift was Ethan!



Even though she hadn’t seen him in so many years, she couldn’t forget those eyes.



It was him!



It was really him!



It was Ethan!



“Excuse me,” Ethan smiled and used a hand to show that Eleanor Belmont was blocking his way. The people inside the lift should get out before others go in.



Eleanor Belmont was rooted to the ground.



Her breathing quickened and she was overjoyed. She stepped aside for Ethan to come out of the lift but she kept staring at him.



Ethan didn’t seem to recognize her, so she called out, “Ethan!”



Ethan stopped and turned to look strangely at Eleanor Belmont.



“Who are you? Do you know me?”
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“I’m Eleanor Belmont!” Eleanor Belmont looked at Ethan and reached a hand out to grab him. Her eyes immediately started to redden. “I’m Eleanor Belmont! Don’t you remember me?”



Ethan took two steps back and avoided Eleanor Belmont’s hand. He quickly replied, “I don’t know you! Eleanor Belmont? I’ve never heard of this name before.”



It was Eleanor Belmont’s turn to look stunned.



Ethan didn’t know her?



This man wasn’t him? That was impossible! According to the information she gathered, all the signs pointed to Ethan of Greencliff as the man she used to know! He was that fellow!



“You’re lying to me on purpose, right?” Eleanor Belmont’s eyes were red as she stared at Ethan sadly. “You’re him, I won’t remember wrongly. You’re Ethan from the Hunt family in the north!”



“Miss, I think you’ve mistaken me for someone else. My name is indeed Ethan, but I don’t think I’m the same one you know,” Ethan said with a smile. “I’m here to pick my wife up from work, so please excuse me.”



He then started walking away.



“Stop right there!” Eleanor Belmont wasn’t going to let go of him. She grabbed Ethan’s arm and pushed his sleeve up. “Don’t try to lie to me! My bite marks are definitely still there, so you can’t fool me!”



She pushed Ethan’s sleeve up and looked at where she remembered biting him, but didn’t see the scars she expected to see.



Eleanor Belmont froze.



It wasn’t him?



Eleanor Belmont was surprised to find that the bite marks from the time she bit Ethan’s arm so hard that he bled were gone.



That was impossible!



Back then, the doctor said that she had bitten him very hard and would definitely leave a scar. But why wasn’t there one?



“Don’t do things like that, it’s very bad if my wife saw this,” Ethan pulled his arm back and looked strangely at Eleanor Belmont as he moved a few steps back. “You’ve gotten the wrong person.”



Eleanor Belmont stared blankly at him. How could it not be him?



His eyes were so similar. Even though she hadn’t seen him in many years, the feeling she had couldn’t be wrong.



“You’re trying to hide from me, right?” Eleanor Belmont said seriously as she stared at Ethan. She didn’t want to give up.



Her eyes never left Ethan’s face as if she was going to scan every inch of him and confirm if he was that idiot from back then!



“Miss Belmont, I think you’ve gone too far now,” said a voice from afar.



Diane walked over and looked both displeased and angry. “If you want to take a tour of Palmer Group, you’re more than welcome. But you came and said you wanted to snatch my husband away from me, and that’s overstepping the line, don’t you think so?”



She walked over to Ethan and purposely frowned. Ethan immediately stood behind her like an obedient wife.



“Wifey, I didn’t want to talk to her, she was the one harassing me.”



He hid behind Diane and looked very cautious. He looked just like how a man who married into his wife’s family would look like.



Eleanor Belmont frowned even more deeply.



“You’re really not him?” she asked Ethan seriously. “If you say you are, then I’ll take you away right now. Even if I have to give up Belmont Group, I don’t care.”



To her, no matter what Ethan had become, he was hers and was more important than anyone else.



What was Belmont Group compared to him?



“I told you earlier that I’m not exchanging him.” Diane said in an aggressive voice, “Also, I would like to tell Miss Belmont that even though Palmer Group has just started on its corporate journey, it definitely won’t be any less than Belmont Group in the future.”



“Ethan is my man, so nobody can take him away from me!”



She was so domineering!



Ethan hid behind Diane and didn’t behave like a man at all.



Eleanor Belmont’s gaze flickered as she thought through her memories of Ethan.



Even though that boy had been chased out of his own house, the pride and stubbornness that he had was nowhere to be found on the man standing in front of her now. This man was too weak.



Even if Ethan had to die hungry on the streets, he probably would despise becoming a man who had to marry into his wife’s family in order to live.



It wasn’t him. Definitely not.
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“I’m sorry, I got the wrong person,” Eleanor Belmont’s expression went back to her usual cold and distant self. She glanced at Ethan and there was disappointment in her eyes. She then looked back at Diane, “I’ll look forward to seeing how well you do.”



She then stepped into the lift looking back.



After the lift doors closed and went down, Diane turned to look at Ethan.



“Why did you pretend not to know her?”



Ethan knew her and knew very well that Eleanor Belmont refused to let go of him.



“Are you afraid that she will take you away from me?”



Her eyes were a little red now. If Ethan wanted to leave, she couldn’t stop him and she wouldn’t stop him either.



Back when she first knew Ethan and had to marry him, she was filled with despair and wanted to divorce him and go as far away as possible from him. But now she couldn’t bear to leave him at all.



Life was meaningless without Ethan by her side.



“That’s not why,” replied Ethan. “I’m trying to protect her.”



Diane didn’t understand.



“She’s being watched,” Ethan’s expression became stern. He reached out to pinch Diane’s face gently. “How do you feel now that you’ve seen her?”



“I feel that it’s not easy to keep you by my side,” replied Diane seriously. “She really cares a lot about you. No matter what you’ve turned into or how many years it’s been, her heart has nothing but you. For one moment I even felt like I shouldn’t have you.”



“Then I’ll leave with her,” Ethan pretended to look like he was going to leave. “You’d even get the whole of Belmont Group in return. It’s not a bad deal.”



Diane made a face and looked like she was going to cry. “If you leave, then I’ll have nothing left.”



Ethan was suddenly hit by a feeling of guilt and quickly hugged Diane tightly.



“I’m sorry, I shouldn’t joke with you about this.” He took a deep breath. “Don’t worry, I told you before, nobody can take me away from you. Nobody.”



“I know,” replied Diane. “But I don’t want to lose either. I should become more outstanding than her, then I’ll have the right to remain by your side. You don’t have to worry either, I won’t let you go, unless you don’t want me anymore.”



What else could Ethan say?



He held Diane in his arms and kissed her hard on the lips.



“The deal is sealed! It’s a promise!”



After Diane went back to her office, Ethan left.



Tom Foster was waiting downstairs.



“I’ve sent people to follow her,” his expression was solemn. “Since Eleanor Belmont left the north, someone has been following her. I don’t know who it is, but this person is fairly powerful. I don’t know where he comes from.”



“Continue to follow her and make sure Eleanor Belmont is safe.” A murderous look appeared on Ethan’s face. “He’s finally here!”



“Looks like that person finally can’t sit still anymore.”



After leaving Palmer Group, Eleanor Belmont was in a bit of a daze.



She kept replaying all the memories of their childhood together and tried to merge how Ethan looked back then with how he looked like now.



But no matter how hard she tried, she couldn’t match them.



When she saw Ethan earlier, he was clearly a weak man who lived off his wife. He didn’t even dare to speak too loudly in front of Diane. How could this be the Ethan who dared to even beat up the other kids when they were children?



That was impossible!



“Did he lose his memory? Or is he a different person after all?”



Eleanor Belmont’s eyes were a little red.



She had come with a heart filled with anticipation, but she left with nothing but disappointment.



“Perhaps he died a long time ago.”



It had been fifteen years. She was already all grown up now. Ethan had wandered the streets for fifteen years with nobody to rely on, so he might have died on the streets a long time ago.



Her phone rang and after she glanced at the caller’s name, she picked it up tiredly. Her voice was filled with disappointment. “No, it’s not him. He’s not the one I’ve missed so dearly.”



After that she hung up and didn’t want to say anymore.



“Young Mistress Long, where to?” her driver asked.



“Go back to the hotel first, we’ll go home tomorrow.”



Eleanor Belmont shut her eyes and leaned back against the car seat. Perhaps she would never see him again.



There was a car following behind her and kept a distance from Eleanor Belmont’s car.



“His Lordship said we can use any method to try to find out about him,” said one of them in the car in a malicious voice.



“What do you want to do?” asked another man.



His vicious eyes stared straight at Eleanor Belmont’s car and looked murderous. “Kill her!



Chapter 640

The murderous air within him made the air around him become cold instantly.



Eleanor Belmont didn’t seem to realize that she had been followed. She was now in a very bad mood and felt very depressed.



She had come with great anticipation and was going to leave with great disappointment. She was really upset.



How long had she looked forward to this?



Fifteen years!



From the day he had been chased out, Eleanor Belmont had tried to track him down but to no avail.



Her family had even called off the engagement and refused to let her marry someone who had been thrown out of a powerful family.



But Eleanor Belmont didn’t care. She said she was marrying Ethan no matter what became of him!



If Ethan wasn’t a member of a powerful family, she was going to make one for him!



She used her talent and worked day and night to create Belmont Group. This business empire turned her into the Corporate Goddess of the North who was so greatly revered by all.



But she still couldn’t find Ethan.



She had finally found someone who could be him, but he had married into another person’s family and didn’t even know her.



Eleanor Belmont felt helpless as she smiled bitterly at her reflection in the car window.



“Are we really not meant to be?” she shook her head. “Ethan, is it really time to let you go?”



The car reached the hotel and Eleanor Belmont alighted. She took the elevator to her own room.



She wanted to rest for a while and sort herself out first. She decided to take a nap and go back once she was awake.



Eleanor Belmont walked into her room and was about to close the door when suddenly…



A knife appeared in the gap of the door!



Eleanor Belmont got a shock as she saw a pair of malicious looking eyes. She immediately pushed the door shut and locked it from the inside.



Who was that?!



Why was someone following her?



Eleanor Belmont’s face paled as she used her body to push against the door and her heart started pounding wildly.



Someone was kicking the door!



The door shook violently.



Eleanor Belmont’s face paled. She quickly pressed the button to call the reception for help, but the call was cut off after two rings.



“Who are you?!” shouted Eleanor Belmont in a panic. “I’m from the Belmont family in the north, how dare you come and kill me!”



The only response she got was another kick on the door. There was a crack on the door now!



Eleanor Belmont immediately stepped back and picked up an ashtray from the table. That was the only thing that looked like a weapon she could use to defend herself.



Eleanor Belmont panicked even harder as she watched the door get kicked violently again and again.



She took her phone out and called her driver, “Someone is trying to kill me!”



What was going on?



Why was someone here to kill her?!



There was a loud blast as her door was finally kicked open. Two figures immediately dashed in and Eleanor Belmont dropped her phone from fright.



Eleanor Belmont tried to remain calm even though they were dressed fully in black and their eyes were filled with a cold and murderous look. But she realized that her legs couldn’t seem to move anymore.



“Kill her!”



The two men were ready to kill her.



Suddenly, five or six other men dashed out from within her room. They were extremely quick and blocked the two men from all sides.



“We’ve been waiting for you for a long time.”



Eleanor Belmont was in even greater shock.



This was her room, so why were there others hiding inside?



And who were these other men?



They seemed to be protecting her though.

“Kill them all!”

The two men in black spoke coldly and the vicious glint in their eyes did not go away. They immediately rushed towards the other men.

A battle instantly began!
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“Formation technique!” Number 18 gave a shout and all of them got into formation. They were already in this hotel suite a long time ago to wait for these two killers who had been following Eleanor Belmont.

Right now, the rest of the wolves were coming upstairs to surround and kill off those two men.

They were pretty highly skilled, so the moment they set foot into Greencliff, Butler Richard’s information network detected them. If they wanted to do anything in Greencliff, they had to ask the people of Greencliff for permission first!

Both sides immediately started fighting each other. Number 18’s side immediately realized that these two killers were extremely powerful.

Even with their formation technique, they were still on the losing end.

“Brother Geoff! Hurry up!” yelled Number 18 as loudly as he could, his voice booming like thunder.

He knew that the few of them were probably unable to block these two. They were too strong!

A fist came like the wind, strong and violent at the same time.

The two men in black were like emotionless killing machines. There was no emotion in their eyes and they were incredibly icy.

After that punch, Number 18 stumbled a few steps backwards. He was the shield of this formation and was strong in defense, but he was still pushed back by this attack.

“Protect her!” Number 18’s face was all red as he yelled out, “That’s the order we received!”

He could feel the blood rush through his body and was about to spray out, but he managed to keep it in.

His team continued to change accordingly and kept fighting with the two men in black.

……

Fists and legs struck each other to create ear deafening blasts and they were as ferocious as a dragon.

Number 18 took another hit. Two of his ribs broke with a crack. He yelled in pain loudly and went flying out.

“Number 18!”

Everyone else paled when they saw this.

“Don’t bother about me!” roared Number 18. His mouth was spewing blood but the murderous look in his eyes never dissipated. “Block them! Don’t let them get away!”

When the two men in black saw this, they knew that they couldn’t kill Eleanor Belmont today. If they fought on, more men from Greencliff would come and they would have trouble getting away.

The two of them exchanged glances and didn’t care anymore. They turned to run.

“Where do you think you’re going?!”

Number 18 was fearless as he slammed a palm on the floor and bounced up. He dashed over and grabbed one of the men in black. The rest of them caught up so as not to let the two men escape.

The men in black had a change in expression and their gaze became even more murderous.

One of them raised a palm and slammed it hard on Number 18’s head.

Number 18’s eyes immediately widened as his pupils narrowed violently, then started to lose focus…

Fresh blood flowed down his forehead and couldn’t stop. His entire body went limp in just moments.

“Let’s go!”

The two men in black got out of Number 18’s grip and ran into the emergency staircase and disappeared.

“Number 18!”

The men were so angry that their eyes were bulging as they roared furiously. They didn’t care about the injuries on themselves and rushed after the two men in black.

“Kill them! Kill them!! Kill those two NOW!”

Number 9’s eyes were bloodshot and his arm was bleeding profusely. But he didn’t care and ran after the two men in black like he had gone mad.

The rest also ran out like they had been possessed.

The room was left with only Eleanor Belmont. Her entire body was shaking and she was so badly frightened.

She had watched Number 18 collapse. They had done this to protect her?

She looked at Number 18. His eyes were still open but he was no longer breathing.

“He said that they had to protect me…but who gave this order?”

Eleanor Belmont’s face was drained of color and she was in terrible shock. Who on earth wanted her dead, and who was Number 18 and the other men? Why were they willing to give up their lives to protect her?
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“Young Mistress!” Eleanor Belmont’s driver had reached her room and his expression changed when he saw Number 18’s dead body on the floor.

He had heard the commotion and came right up, but it was too late.

“Young Mistress, are you alright?”

“I’m…I’m alright,” Eleanor Belmont looked at Number 18 and started to cry. “But he…he’s dead.”

She didn’t even know what Number 18’s real name was!

“It doesn’t matter now!” said the driver hurriedly. “Hurry up, we have to leave this place!”

Greencliff was a controversial place and he had already checked up on this place before coming. This city was known to be a forbidden territory, so nobody would dare to simply come here and make trouble.

But he didn’t expect that someone would want to kill Eleanor Belmont when she didn’t even intend to do anything bad.

But it didn’t matter now. He quickly dragged Eleanor Belmont out of the hotel room.

“He…”

Eleanor Belmont’s eyes were bloodshot. She never thought something like that would happen. She had seen a lot in life but her heart was still feeling fearful now.

“Hurry up! If we wait any longer we might not be able to leave anymore!”

She looked at Number 18 and was dragged away by her driver before she even had the chance to thank him.

Brother Geoff and the rest made it to the room. They saw Number 18 on the floor and his face was already covered in blood.

Brother Geoff’s eyes were instantly filled with murder.

“Number 18!!”

Brother Geoff knelt in front of Number 18 and hugged him. His entire body was shaking and he clenched his teeth hard.

His face was filled with a ferocity and his eyes continued to twitch violently.

He stretched a hand out and closed Number 18’s eyes.

He roared loud and clear, “I’m going to make them pay! A life for a life!”

All of Greencliff had been mobilized. The first batch had already been dispatched, and the second and third batches, and even the fourth batch that was still currently in training were dispatched as well.

Everyone in Greencliff’s illegal circle moved and sealed off every exit in Greencliff.

“The entire city is to surround them and kill them!” ordered Ethan coldly.

“The men who came were much more powerful than I expected.”

Tom Foster’s face was filled with anger, but he blamed himself even more. They had detected that they had unwelcome guests in Greencliff, but they couldn’t trace their movements in real time, and that’s how they ended up losing Number 18.

He blamed himself inside and was filled with pain and sadness.

“They are two grandmaster level fighters. It’s not possible to track them down in real time,” said Ethan. “But since such people entered Greencliff, you think their only motive is to kill Eleanor Belmont?”

That wasn’t possible.

If they only wanted to kill Eleanor Belmont, there were better chances outside. There was no need to kill her in Greencliff.

If they wanted to kill Eleanor Belmont here, there could only be one reason.

“Search the city!” yelled Ethan. “Don’t let them get away!”

“Yes, Big Boss!”

Tom Foster saw to it himself.

All of Greencliff moved like sea waves. Everyone from the illegal circle covered every inch of the streets to look for anyone suspicious.

Brother Geoff and the wolves didn’t even drink a drop of water nor eat a mouthful of food and kept searching.

They were going to kill these two bastards and avenge Number 18!

From the day that they followed Ethan, the wolves knew that this was a dangerous path and they might die anytime. Today it was Number 18, tomorrow it might be Brother Geoff.

This was the road they had all chosen for themselves and they did not intend to turn back.

They did not fear death nor care for their own lives. But for as long as they were still alive, they were going to take revenge for their fellow brother!

It was late at night already.

After searching for an entire night, they still couldn’t locate those two men in black.

From the looks of it, they had purposely exposed their whereabouts to attract the attention of everyone in Greencliff, then kill Eleanor Belmont in front of all of them once they had focused all their attention on the two men.
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Wasn’t that in order to frame Greencliff?

If someone with Eleanor Belmont’s status had died in Greencliff, then the supremely powerful Belmont family of the north would not sit still and do nothing.

They would instantly become furious and send their best to raze Greencliff to the ground.

What a vicious scheme.

“Search the city!”

“Find those two bastards!”

“Kill them! Avenge Number 18!”

Greencliff was now like a huge and open net. Once those two men appeared, the net would immediately tighten around them and trap them inside. After that, all of them would surround them and kill them!

The two men in black had already attempted to escape twice. But before they could really escape the city, another huge group of men would rush over and they had to go into hiding again.

“Greencliff’s defense is really too frightening.”

The two men were hiding themselves in a deserted area and there was a tinge of wariness in their eyes.

They were fearless in the face of Brother Geoff and the other highly skilled wolves.

They were at grandmaster level, so it wasn’t a problem to kill them off.

But Greencliff’s defense system was too frightening. It was like a huge web waiting for them. The moment they made an appearance, the net would come for them. If they were trapped by this net, they could forget about getting away.

They meant to escape from the old gate of the city, but there were already people waiting there. The moment they appeared, all the lights came on and a few hundred people came after them. They had no choice but to retreat and go back into the city center.

This was really crazy!

Greencliff’s reputation as a forbidden territory was real.

“What are we going to do now?” asked one of them. “We wanted to use this chance to sound Ethan out, but from the looks of it, we might not even get through Greencliff’s defenses.”

“We have to get out of here and tell His Lordship that even if the man behind Greencliff isn’t from one of the powerful families of the north, the fact that he could create a forbidden territory like Greencliff means that we must not look down on his prowess!” replied the other man. “Perhaps, this person is even scarier than those powerful families of the north!”

The two of them exchanged glances and decided to try to break through Greencliff’s defenses once more. Even if one of them died, the other had to bring this news back.

Suddenly the light above their heads was turned on and everything was as bright as daylight.

All the street lamps were lit and exposed the position of the two men hiding in a small alleyway.

Their faces instantly paled.

The people of Greencliff had located them so quickly?

It was as if a pack of wolves had surrounded them.

Brother Geoff’s eyes were filled with fury and the murderous air around him was icy.

“It’s you two!” he roared. “You killed Number 18! You killed my brother!”

Brother Geoff pointed at them and the men behind him immediately fell in line to create the most powerful formation yet. “Kill him and avenge Number 18!!”

The entire formation immediately rushed over while the remaining men surrounded the two men in black.

Even if they all died, they weren’t letting these two men in black escape!

“Tsk, you overestimate yourselves,” the two men in black snorted coldly. “In front of absolute power, this formation technique of yours can’t hold up at all!”

“Since you want to die so badly, we’ll grant you this wish!”

“Attack!”

The presence of the two men in black instantly exploded.

Even among the grandmaster fighters, they were considered one of the top few.

The two of them were not afraid of the wolves’ formation technique at all and were ready to kill them off.

“If we’re going to kill someone, we’re going to kill all of Greencliff!”

Chapter 644
A battle immediately ensued.

Brother Geoff and the other men were like bloodthirsty wolves as they rushed towards the two men in black.

“Attack!”

“Attack!”

“Attack!”

The shouts echoed down the small alley, and they seemed to have unleashed their highest level of fighting in an instant.

They didn’t hold anything back.

Attack!

They were going to kill these two bastards and avenge their brother!

The formation technique had a wide reach and more than ten of them had come together to become one body. Their coordination was impeccable.

They were at their strongest in terms of both attack and defense!

Brother Geoff seemed to have gone crazy. His punches sent blasts into the air. He threw punch after punch and didn’t seem to be tired at all. His eyes were spewing with murder.

“Go to hell!”

The expressions of the two men in black changed slightly. They didn’t expect these men to be this crazy.

They weren’t afraid to die at all.

Even if the wolves had to endure a punch from the two men, the wolves were going to make sure they bit off some flesh from the two men at the same time.

They were crazy!

A bunch of nutcases!

The men in front of them were clearly a bunch of nutcases. Even if they could kill the wolves off, the two men would also be dragged down with them.

“Break through!”

The two men had gone through countless fights and had plenty of experience. They could tell that the wolves were going to make sure they wouldn’t survive this attack even if the wolves had to die.

So the two men immediately made the decision to bulldoze their way through.

A long fist was delivered like the wind and it smashed hard into Brother Geoff’s shoulder, sending him flying from the impact.

There was instantly a gap in the formation.

“Let’s go!”

The two men moved quickly and were ready to fly out. They knew well that the strongest attacking point of the formation would also be the weakest defense point.

Getting Brother Geoff out of the way was their chance to break through.

“Block them!” Brother Geoff roared. One of his arms was dangling loosely and was clearly twisted but he didn’t care. He slammed his good palm against the ground and bounced up. “Don’t let those two get away!”

The remaining men reacted quickly and Number 6 replaced Brother Geoff’s position immediately.

“Trying to run? Dream on!”

The two men in black were shocked. They didn’t expect the wolves to react so quickly. The murderous look in their eyes grew stronger.

They didn’t say anything. They attacked Number 6 from both sides at the same time.

Kill him!

They would be able to escape after that.

They could see that the only two people who could take on this position of the principal attacker in this formation was Brother Geoff and Number 6.

Brother Geoff had lost half his fighting ability, so once they killed off the reserve, Number 6, they would break this formation.

The two of them suddenly increased in speed. They were quick beyond belief.

“So fast!”

Brother Geoff’s expression fell. He didn’t expect the two men to have hidden away some of their ability.

The more shocking thing to him was that these two men seemed to understand their formation technique very well.

They knew exactly how to break it and how to attack it accordingly.

With one move, Number 6 stumbled back a few steps and blood dribbled out from his mouth. The other men in defensive positions couldn’t defend him in time.

“Protect Number 6!”

Brother Geoff got to his feet and clenched his teeth as he was about to run over.

But of course, these two men in black weren’t going to waste this chance to break through.

The two men raised their palms at the same time, as if their palms were sharp knives and ran towards Number 6.

“Attack!”

They were as fast as lightning!

“Number 6, look out!”

“Number 6, retreat!”

Brother Geoff’s eyes were bulging. They all started shouting loudly and wanted to help but none of them were in time.

These two men in black were way too powerful.

Number 6 narrowed his eyes but didn’t move aside.

If he moved, then these two would get away!

They killed Number 18, so even if he had to die, he wasn’t letting them get away.

“Come at me!” Number 6 roared. His gaze was resolute and he swung his fists. Even if he had to die he was going to drag these two down with him and not let them leave.

Suddenly…

A figure almost instantly appeared in front of Number 6 as quick as the wind and as fierce as the rain. That familiar presence made Number 6’s eyes instantly light up.

Chapter 645
“Big Boss!”

Two punches were delivered.

They seemed to shake the earth.

The two men in black were in great shock and quickly moved several steps back. They looked in horror at Ethan and their faces were filled with disbelief.

“He’s so strong!”

The force of the punches were completely dependent on the strength of his body. How was he so terrifyingly strong?

The look in the two men’s eyes changed. When they thought about this formation technique and the punches from Ethan just moments ago, only one name surfaced in their minds.

“Who are you?!”

“I’m the one who’s going to kill both of you!”

Ethan couldn’t be bothered to say more. His eyes were like dead stars in the night, and the way he looked at the men in black made them tremble in fear.

He stepped on the ground and unleashed his ability.

The incredible wind that one step made caused the two men to be filled with great fear and horror.

That one foot from Ethan caused a depression in the ground as he shot up from the ground with great ferocity and power. He reached the two men in an instant.

He swung a fist.

“Attack!” roared the two men even as they felt cold sweat dripping down their back. They had no other choice. If they didn’t throw a punch to meet with Ethan’s, they would surely die.

There was a blast followed by the sound of bones cracking.

They felt like their fists had hit an iron plank. Even though they were powerful martial artists, this punch alone shattered their confidence in a second.

All the arrogance and disdain immediately fell apart and shattered.

Ethan threw two punches in a row. The punches boomed loudly and set off a series of blasts in the air. The two men’s fists were instantly smashed in.

“You…you are…!”

The expression of one of the men in black changed dramatically.

His eyes were filled with horror. The thing he was most worried about had actually happened!

He didn’t dare to say that name out loud, but he couldn’t hide the terrible fear in his eyes.

He had to tell His Lordship, he had to bring this news back.

The person controlling Greencliff actually turned out to be that man! It was really him!

“I didn’t expect the two of you to be so familiar with this formation technique,” said Ethan as he stared at the two men in black. “I just don’t know who you work for and whose orders you’re following.”

“But none of that matters. Since you’re already in Greencliff, then don’t leave.”

He stood there but didn’t move anymore. He shouted coldly, “Avenge Number 18!”

The wolves immediately roared at the same time and ran over to pounce on them like they had gone mad.

The two of them already had broken fists and didn’t have any more energy to fight back, so they were covered by the crazed wolves in no time…

……

In just moments, the two men were sprawled on the ground and unable to move. Every bone in their body was broken.

Their faces were filled with horror.

They weren’t just afraid of Ethan. They were even more afraid of Greencliff!

They were afraid of these nutcases!

After this battle, they knew very well that Greencliff was a forbidden territory not just because a powerful fighter like Ethan was around but even more so because…

“I know that both of you will never say who sent you here, so I’ve never intended to interrogate you two.”

Ethan walked over and looked down at the two men in black. A glint flashed in his eyes. “I’ll send you on your way.”

Without hesitation, he stepped hard on them and the two of them died on the spot.

Ethan knew very well that trying to force this sort of person to tell him who sent them was impossible.

But at least he knew that he was going in the right direction.

The powerful families of the north were really rotten to the core.

Were they getting wary now?

Since these two were so familiar with his formation technique, that meant that they had actual experience with this technique and the person who sent them might even know Ethan.

Ethan wasn’t surprised that they had suddenly appeared in Greencliff.

Greencliff’s reputation as a forbidden territory had reached far and wide, plus he had said that he was going to kill his way into the north.

Someone out there would definitely make a move.

Ethan was about to walk away when Brother Geoff suddenly said, “What’s this?”

He turned to see Brother Geoff squatting on the ground. He had pulled open the collars of the two men in black to find that they both had a special tattoo on the side of their necks.

A red colored cloud!


Chapter 646
Ethan’s gaze instantly became sharp.

“Red Cloud!”

He stared at the two disfigured faces in front of him after their masks had been removed. It was impossible to tell who they were.

Ethan knew the powerful families of the north had sent these two to sound him out, but he didn’t expect them to be connected to Red Cloud!

The Red Cloud that he had been investigating all this time!

“Looks like I’ve been moving in the right direction alright,” Ethan narrowed his eyes towards the north as if he was staring at someone in the distance. “Just you wait, I’ll kill my way into the north soon!”

He didn’t say anymore and let Brother Geoff deal with the two men in black and prepare for Number 18’s funeral.

…

Meanwhile.

Back in the Long house in the north.

Eleanor Belmont still looked a little fearful.

She had downed several glasses of water already, but her face was still pale.

“How very bold! Someone actually dared to kill my daughter?!” The head of the Belmont family, Damien, slammed the table in fury as a murderous look spread across his face. “Investigate this! Find out who did this!”

“I don’t care who it is, I’m going to make sure he disappears from the face of this earth!”

“Yes, Master!” his men immediately replied politely and left the room.

Damien Long walked over to Eleanor Belmont and patted her shoulders as his expression became gentle and concerned.

“It’s alright, you’re home, so everything will be alright.”

Eleanor Belmont looked up at him and nodded without saying anything.

Her face was drained of color and all she thought of was how Number 18 had collapsed.

Someone who didn’t know her had protected her with his life because someone had ordered him to.

“Dad, you must find out who this killer is,” Eleanor Belmont said after taking a deep breath. “I owe that man my life, so I must avenge him!”

“Don’t worry,” Damien nodded. “I’ll settle this matter.”

His gaze deepened as he looked very seriously at his daugher. But since she still looked so pale, he quickly tried to console her.

After some time, Eleanor Belmont started to look a little better.

“You should have taken more people with you to Greencliff,” said Damien. “I’ve already made arrangements for at least four bodyguards to go with you wherever you go. Right now, not only is the north in a state of unrest, even the south is problematic.”

Eleanor Belmont looked up and there was a tinge of surprise in her eyes.

“Greencliff…is it him?” Damien Long suddenly asked.

He knew that Eleanor Belmont had dropped everything to go to Greencliff because of that fellow. Eleanor Belmont would do anything immediately upon hearing the name ‘Ethan Hunt’.

Eleanor Belmont had told him over the phone that it wasn’t him, but Damien asked again.

“It’s not him,” said Eleanor Belmont with a bitter smile as she shook her head. “I wish it was him too.”

She couldn’t hide the disappointment on her face and tears started flowing down her cheeks.

“Don’t be too upset,” Damien sighed. “Perhaps he died a long time ago.”

After he had been chased out of the Hunt family and became an exiled son of a powerful family, the most tragic thing that could happen wasn’t the fact that he would be homeless. Enemies of the Hunt family would definitely not allow any descendants of the Hunt family to survive.

If they could kill any of the Hunt family’s descendants, they would!

The north was a very cruel place, and the fight between the powerful families was even worse.

In order to exist, you had to step on others’ dead bodies. If others didn’t become dead bodies, you would.

When Eleanor Belmont heard these words, she couldn’t hold it in anymore. She hugged her father and started crying very loudly.

She cried so miserably.

“Don’t cry, don’t cry. My heart breaks when I see you cry.”

Damien sighed as he patted his daughter’s back and tried to console her.

After a long while, Eleanor Belmont stopped crying, but the disappointment and sadness on her face was still very apparent.

Damien had never seen his daughter so upset before.

He was about to say a few more words of comfort when Eleanor Belmont squeezed a smile out.

“Dad, I’m going back to the office.”

Eleanor Belmont didn’t say anymore and left.

Damien watched her leave and his heart broke.

He didn’t say anything and watched her leave the house.

“Master, Young Mistress must have met that man. Is it possible that she didn’t recognize him? They haven’t seen each other in many years after all.”

Chapter 647
A voice spoke from behind Damien Long.

Damien didn’t even turn around.

“If even Eleanor Belmont can’t recognize him, then I’m afraid there’s nobody else in the world who can,” he replied calmly. “Judging from Eleanor Belmont’s reaction, the man in Greencliff is definitely not that exiled son from the Hunt family, and he’s definitely not…”

Damien narrowed his eyes slightly. His gaze was like the galaxy, so anyone who looked into his eyes would fall in and never get out again.

“I’m afraid that someone has purposely used this name to stir up trouble,” he said with a meaningful look on his face. “The north is going to see some rough days ahead.”

“Send orders to stop all of our expansion plans. We’ll watch and wait.”

“Yes, Master.”

Damien stood at the door and looked towards the main entrance of the house for a long time. He was still replaying all the expressions he saw on Eleanor Belmont’s face in his mind.

After a long time, he shut his eyes.

“It really isn’t him. He’s done a good job of distracting us.”

…

Meanwhile.

Eleanor Belmont had returned to Belmont Group and spent an entire hour in her office.

She stood in front of the window wall and her expression was now completely different from that heartbroken little girl she was earlier.

She definitely didn’t look like that girl who was nearly assassinated and was so nervous that she cried and was so scared that she was shaking all over.

Her gaze was sharp and her face was expressionless.

Eleanor Belmont took a deep breath and clenched her fists tightly. She immediately called all the directors of the various departments into her office.

“Miss Belmont!”

The directors were fearful because Eleanor Belmont always had a fierce personality. The secretary she fired the day before had followed her for many years, but she had been terminated just because she had said something wrong. Eleanor Belmont didn’t even give her a chance.

It wasn’t that easy to work under Eleanor Belmont.

“From now on, Belmont Group has only one target moving forward,” Eleanor Belmont looked around at the directors and her gaze made all of them feel nervous. “We’re going to attack Palmer Group from Greencliff. I will not allow them to have any chance to get into the north!”

All the directors were shocked by this announcement.

Palmer Group from Greencliff?

To them, that was just a tiny company and could be completely ignored, especially when compared to Belmont Group.

Even though Palmer Group was rising and was doing well right now, it was so far off from Belmont Group.

“Miss Belmont, is it…is it really necessary for you to place so much importance on attacking Palmer Group?”

“Palmer Group is very ordinary,” Eleanor Belmont’s gaze grew sharp. “But that Diane Palmer is not ordinary at all.”

All the directors were even more shocked when they heard this.

They had never heard Eleanor Belmont give such high praise to anybody before.

Never!

Even those huge enterprises overseas or multinational companies never got such high praise from Eleanor Belmont.

Was that Palmer Group really that impressive?

Was that Corporate Goddess of the South that amazing?

“Palmer Group is definitely going to become a company that can stand on equal footing as Belmont Group, and they might even surpass us.”

Eleanor Belmont’s every word struck fear in the directors’ hearts. If Eleanor Belmont wasn’t the one saying these words herself, they wouldn’t have believed it. “So everyone, you’d better pull your socks up! From today onwards, we’re going all out to attack Palmer Group, understand?”

“Yes, Miss Belmont!”

All the directors took a deep breath and didn’t dare to hesitate anymore.

They immediately left her office to gather information on Palmer Group.

From now on, Palmer Group was going to be their greatest competitor even though they didn’t think much of the company. Eleanor Belmont’s judgment had never been wrong before!

Chapter 648
Palmer Group was really terrifying.

The directors hadn’t even sensed it and never bothered themselves with Palmer Group. They all broke out in cold sweat.

Eleanor Belmont was left alone in the office.

She continued to stand in front of the window wall and looked towards Greencliff. There was a tinge of joy in her eyes, as well as a look of helplessness.

“I know it’s definitely you,” she said to herself. “No matter how you pretend to be someone else or how you purposely pretend not to know me, I’m sure that man is you, Ethan!”

Eleanor Belmont recognized Ethan instantly and was 100% sure that the man in Greencliff was that idiot she knew since she was a child. Even if Ethan pretended not to know her.

“Marrying into Diane’s family is also just a sham, right?” murmured Eleanor Belmont to herself. “I don’t care what the reason is and I don’t care what happened, but you are mine and nobody can take you away from me!”

Even if she had to use Belmont Group in exchange for him, she would not hesitate.

Nothing in this world was more important than Ethan.

And nobody in the world cared more for Ethan than her.

Even that Diane couldn’t be compared to her.

She didn’t understand why Ethan refused to acknowledge her, but she was sure he had his own reasons. She certainly had no idea why her family had suddenly agreed to the engagement she had to Ethan when they were children.

She also didn’t know why Damien seemed to be very concerned about who Ethan was.

She only knew that she had to protect Ethan and nobody was going to be able to get any information about Ethan from her.

“Diane, if you refuse to return Ethan to me, then I’ll have to take him by force.”

Eleanor Belmont’s gaze was determined.

……

Meanwhile,

In Greencliff.

The atmosphere was rather depressing.

The funeral for Number 18 was over.

The wolves were well prepared for this sort of thing to happen.

Even before they followed Ethan and were still fighting for their own lives in the illegal circle, they knew that they might die like this someday.

But when someone close to them actually died, they would still be upset and still find it hard to let go.

All of Greencliff’s illegal circle had gathered. There were more than 3,000 of them.

“We will send Number 18 home.” Brother Geoff had no expression on his face.

They didn’t blame Ethan for this. If not for Ethan, then even if they died, they would have died without any dignity.

They had chosen this path for themselves, so from the moment they had made this decision, being alive was the road they had to take, while death was the end of the road.

“I’ll go,” Ethan spoke up. “I will send him home.”

Brother Geoff looked up at Ethan. His lips moved and his eyes were a little red. But he didn’t say anything and just nodded gravely.

“I’ll go with you.”

Diane’s eyes were red and tears welled up in her eyes.

She didn’t want to lose anyone, especially someone whom she saw often and whom often protected her.

They were all heroes and were afraid of nothing in order to protect this city and the people inside. They were fearless even in the face of death.

Ethan wiped Diane’s tears away and gently said, “You have something even more important to do now, understand?”

Diane looked into Ethan’s eyes and nodded.

“I will…definitely be able to do it.”

Ethan wanted her to make sure Palmer Group entered the north in the shortest time possible.

At the same time, the Corporate Goddess of the North in Belmont Group, Eleanor Belmont, had personally declared that the next important mission for Belmont Group was to attack Palmer Group!

A battle was inevitable!

It had instantly exploded!

Belmont Group was a huge name in the north and nobody could fight them at all. Never mind a company that had barely been in operation for a year like Palmer Group – even those major companies that had been running for decades still had to surrender to Belmont Group.

Once news of this spread, the north wasn’t the only part of the country that was shocked. The entire nation was in shock.

Nobody expected Belmont Group to think so highly of Palmer Group. This looked like an elephant announcing to kill an ant.

And with such great fanfare.

No matter how quickly Palmer Group developed and tried to catch up with Belmont Group, that didn’t seem possible at all. It was difficult to even catch your breath or get a chance to survive once Belmont Group came crashing down on you.

On top of that, Belmont Group had announced that attacking Palmer Group was the most important thing to do right now!

Palmer Group’s path into the north had been cut off instantly and there was no chance!

Chapter 649
In an instant, there was a sudden change in the business world.

There were some who said that Belmont Group was using a cannon to kill a mosquito, and it was a complete waste of time and energy. Palmer Group wasn’t worth wasting so much resources over.

There were also some who said that Palmer Group was expanding too rapidly and carried too much potential, so Belmont Group felt that they were a possible threat and wanted to kill them off while they were still in their early stages.

There were also others who said that Palmer Group was going to fall before it reached its peak. Everything they saw now was just a bubble and it would burst easily.

But Diane never bothered about all the ugly things that others said.

She only knew that Ethan wanted her to do one thing. That was to make sure Palmer Group entered the north and went into their market.

No matter how hard it was going to be or how much trouble she might meet along the way, she had to complete this mission.

Even if the person blocking her way was Eleanor Belmont.

That woman who was known as the legendary Corporate Goddess of the North and didn’t even think much of her own company. She was even willing to use Belmont Group in exchange for Ethan.

She was that woman who wanted to snatch Diane’s man away.

Diane could lose to anybody else, but she could not lose to Eleanor Belmont.

This was war!

This was a battle between Diane and Eleanor Belmont!

A battle between two women.

A battle where one had to win and couldn’t afford to lose.

Diane went back to Palmer Group and immersed herself entirely in this battle. Meanwhile, Ethan brought Number 18’s ashes back to his hometown.

He wanted to personally tell Number 18’s parents that he was sorry.

Ethan brought the wolves along to send Number 18’s ashes back to his hometown.

Diane didn’t even pause for a moment and immediately started on her plan to go up north.

She knew that Eleanor Belmont was going to attack Palmer Group. She wasn’t afraid, and she was going to meet any trouble that came her way head on. She was going to break through every single attack from Belmont Group and pierce her way through to the north.

Because that was what Ethan wanted her to do.

Palmer Group’s counterattack shocked those who were just watching the show from afar.

Nobody expected Palmer Group to actually retaliate.

Anybody else would have quietly surrendered and admitted defeat by now. They would have gone to beg Eleanor Belmont and Belmont Group to let them live.

But Diane actually sent word out that she was going to fight Belmont Group head on.

It seemed ridiculous.

An ant was challenging an elephant to an arm wrestling match. This ant was overestimating itself!

The nasty comments increased, and most of them were mocking Palmer Group. They said that Palmer Group had overestimated themselves, and said that Diane had become complacent just because others had praised her and said that she was the Corporate Goddess of the South, so she really thought she could be compared to Eleanor Belmont.

But no matter how awful the comments became, Diane pretended she didn’t hear anything.

She only had one thing in her heart, and that was to complete what Ethan told her to do.

No matter how difficult or how many obstacles were in the way.

At the same time, Eleanor Belmont heard about this and wasn’t surprised at all.

If Diane surrendered and admitted defeat, Eleanor Belmont would have been really disappointed.

“Is this your answer?” Eleanor Belmont looked out towards Greencliff. “Let me see what right you have to remain by his side!”

She sent orders out and the whole of Belmont Group started to work at a high pace to lay traps not only in the industry that Palmer Group was in, but also in other industries, so that they could kill off Palmer Group from all directions.

One company was like a pillar leading to heaven, so others could only look up to it. The other company was a new star that was up and coming but remained small and weak. These two companies were actually going to fight each other.

This really puzzled many people.

Besides laughing at how Palmer Group was too confident of themselves, they also felt that Belmont Group was overreacting and was really throwing a cannonball at a mosquito.

They thought too highly of Palmer Group.

But just like Diane, Eleanor Belmont didn’t care about the comments from others. She continued to support her own decision and used everything that Belmont Group could use to kill off Palmer Group.

She was going to stop them from entering the north!

Chapter 650
This fight was like a storm that shook up the business world.

Many people’s attention were diverted from Greencliff’s illegal circle and were now focused on the fight in the legal circle.

There were many people secretly making their move in the undercurrents.

In the rural part of the north.

In a quiet bamboo forest.

There was a man behind the blinds of the little tea pavilion within the quiet courtyard, and it seemed like he was now making a different sort of tea. The fragrance was different now.

“My Lord, we’ve lost contact with the two of them, I’m afraid they’re dead.”

“Did they send any news out?”

“No, no news at all. Perhaps they weren’t in time, or perhaps…they didn’t manage to find anything.”

“Tsk, idiots!” The voice of the person behind the blinds suddenly grew cold.

“They thought of killing the daughter of the Belmont family to sound him out! How stupid! This is not the time to make the powerful families wary!”

The man kneeling outside didn’t dare to say anything.

His Lordship said that they could use any method necessary. They only listened to instructions and only wanted results. It didn’t matter what method or what tricks they resorted to.

But clearly, trying to kill Eleanor Belmont was not within His Lordship’s plan. Even if those two didn’t die out there, they would be killed if they came back.

“I have already gotten news from elsewhere that the man in Greencliff doesn’t come from the north, and he’s not that man,” said His Lordship. “Since that’s the case, we don’t have to be too bothered right now. For the time being, all of you had better watch those powerful families of the north, especially the supremely powerful ones!”

He had just received news that the God of War was now overseas. He even had a violent encounter with the king of the Assassins Group and they engaged in a fierce battle.

Various powers all over the world had received the news and there were even eyewitnesses.

So it was clear that the man behind Greencliff wasn’t that man after all. As for whether he had anything to do with the powerful families of the north, they would have to find another way to test him.

In any case, he could eliminate a few of his guesses.

The man outside the blinds was still kneeling there and waiting for orders.

“We’ll wait for the right time, then we’ll take action immediately!”

“Yes, My Lord!”

The man outside disappeared and the fragrance of the tea became stronger.

Slowly, the sound of insects and birds chirping from afar could be heard. It was as if this place was cut off from the world.

“Since you’re not from the north and you’re not that man, then who are you?”

“I don’t care who you are. You’d better not block my way, otherwise…”

In that instant, the sound of the birds and insects immediately stopped.

An extremely icy murderous air instantly filled the entire courtyard. All the insects and birds were so afraid that they were shuddering and didn’t dare to make a single sound.

……

Ethan was sending Number 18’s ashes back to his hometown with the other wolves.

He was holding his phone, and Winston was on the other line.

“Big Boss, I’ve done everything according to your instructions. The king of the Assassins Group has taken action, but he said that you owe him a favor now.”


