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“All of you standing here will make the villagers feel uneasy. Get lost.”

It just took one word from Ethan and everybody immediately left. Nobody dared to disobey him.

Frank and the villagers were in shock.

Ethan…was too powerful.


Number 18’s mother walked out from the house. She heard a commotion and thought something had happened. She was worried that her son would be bullied or hurt.


Ethan immediately walked over.


“Mum, be careful.”


“Fred, are you alright? I thought I heard the sound of many people coming. They…they won’t bully you, right?”


“Nobody dares to bully me,” said Ethan. “And nobody will dare to bully anybody here anymore.”


“From today onwards, all of you can live here in peace. As long as you don’t want to move, then nobody can force you to. If anyone tries to make trouble for you, look for me!”


All the neighbors started clapping.


The crowd went back to their homes.


Ethan called Tom Foster and Governor Sylvester and told them to check all the people around Greencliff.


It didn’t matter whether it was the legal or the illegal circle. He did not allow anything rotten to exist!


Ethan strictly disallowed anyone to do anything that harmed others behind his back.


There was actually someone who even used the name of Greencliff to threaten others!


Ethan was furious and both Tom Foster and Governor Sylvester could feel his fury. They didn’t dare hesitate at all and immediately started checking everyone.


In an instant, a storm blew through all of Greencliff, cleaning up all those who were secretly involved in illegal activity and places that were involved in any harmful activity. Everything was cleared up!


They acted fast, took drastic action and showed no mercy. These were not just things that Ethan prohibited, but the people of Greencliff did not permit these things to exist either.


This reached beyond the city area of Greencliff, and went into the neighboring towns and villages.


Ethan didn’t bother to oversee this exercise. He knew Tom Foster and Governor Sylvester would do a good job.


They all stayed to have a meal with Frank and his wife to make the two old folks happy.


After the meal, Ethan went outside with Number 18’s mother to enjoy some sunshine. They had to leave and couldn’t be here all the time, but during this time, they made sure to keep the two old folks happy.


“If you have time, come back more often. Your father doesn’t say anything but he misses you deep inside, alright?” Number 18’s mother patted Ethan’s hand.


“Sure, I’ll come back when I have time,” replied Ethan seriously. “Next time I’ll bring a girl home too.”


“Really?”


“Really.”


Number 18’s mother was overjoyed and couldn’t wait. “I’ll be waiting! I’ll be waiting!”


Ethan and the rest left. Frank saw them to the entrance of the village. Besides the sadness on his face, there was also gratitude.


Ethan had used a large amount of money to set up a foundation in Number 18’s name. It was meant specially for the children in the village to have a chance to go to school, so that even those poor families could send their children to school and change their future!


In an instant, the entire village was now thanking Frank’s son.


They all said that Frank brought up a good son!


They all said that Number 18 had made it and was a good person. They wanted their children to be proud of him and to follow his example.


“I…I don’t know what to say. I just know that Fred must be very proud of knowing all of you,” Frank said with bloodshot eyes. “I believe him and I’m sure he never did anything bad. He…was someone whom others respected, I’m sure my son was!”


His son was definitely a hero just like what Ethan and the rest said!


A big hero who was respected and loved by everyone!


“He was, I can guarantee you that,” replied Ethan seriously with a nod.
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Ethan and the rest returned to Greencliff.


None of them said anything on the way back. They had sent Number 18 home, but everyone was still upset.


They knew that Ethan had done everything he could and Number 18 would be very happy to know about this.


“Big Boss, thank you.”


After they reached Greencliff, Brother Geoff and the other wolves thanked Ethan solemnly. Their eyes burned with more determination than ever as they returned to the training facility to continue training.


They knew very well what responsibility was placed upon their shoulders. Protecting this city well was a very important thing to them.


But in order to truly protect this city and everyone in it, they had to become even stronger.


As for Ethan, he called Tom Foster and Governor Sylvester to see him.


When they stood in front of Ethan and saw how stern he looked, the two of them knew that Ethan was really angry this time.


Someone had actually used the name of Greencliff to threaten others!


“Greencliff is a forbidden territory to make sure nobody here gets hurt,” Ethan stared at the two of them. “I can guarantee that nobody from outside will be able to come into this place and hurt anyone here. But if something is rotting from the inside, then the responsibility belongs to the two of you.”


He didn’t beat around the bush at all. He pointed his finger at the two of them in front of him and his voice was cold.


Tom Foster and Governor Sylvester represented the illegal and legal circle respectively. If these two areas had problems, they were to blame.


“I promise you, this will not happen again!” said Tom Foster with great determination as he clenched his fists.


Ethan looked at both of them.


“If something happens again, I’ll look for you two directly!”


“The citizens of Greencliff that trust you two so much and respect you so much will go looking for both of you!”


“All those children who idolize you and treat you as their guardian angels will go looking for both of you!”


Ethan’s words were like a bolt of lightning. Tom Foster and Governor Sylvester felt the burden on their shoulders become even heavier in an instant.


They were beginning to understand more and more what the responsibility they had truly meant.


“Big Boss, don’t worry!” said Tom Foster. “As long as I’m still alive, this sort of thing will never happen again. If it does, I will kill myself as an apology!”


“Me too!”


The two of them looked at each other. They couldn’t disappoint the trust that Ethan had in them. Without Ethan, they couldn’t imagine what they would look like now or what the future would become.


They also couldn’t let down all the people who trusted them and all the children who looked up to them!


“I trust in both of you.”


Ethan didn’t say anymore and just nodded. He knew that Tom Foster and Governor Sylvester were both intelligent men and knew what to do.


Tom Foster and Governor Sylvester left and immediately went to search the entire area. They weren’t going to let anything rot under their watch, even if it only looked like it was about to.


After the two of them left, Butler Richard came.


His expression was rather somber as he passed the folder in his hand to Ethan.


“That’s all I have,” he said in a serious voice. “This is all that’s known about Red Cloud.”


Ethan opened the folder and there was only one sheet of paper with some words on it. This was almost as good as nothing.


“I still have no idea if Red Cloud is one man or a group. Perhaps it is only a symbol. But the more mysterious something is, the more dangerous it is,” said Butler Richard according to his own years of experience. “In my memory, Master Solomon said before that the north has a red cloud that will set the entire sky on fire!”
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Ethan narrowed his eyes slightly.


If Master Solomon were still alive he could have asked him a few things. But it seemed like this Red Cloud was hiding itself very well.


Even someone as scheming and well informed as Master Solomon only knew a little about them.


Red Cloud…Ethan had investigated this matter for so long but he could only confirm that Red Cloud was in the north. But he didn’t know whether it was only one man, or a group, or who the mastermind was.


“Richard, from today onwards, Red Cloud will be the mission with the highest priority. As long as you find anything to do with these two words, investigate it thoroughly for me!”


“Got it!”


Ethan narrowed his eyes. “Since they’ve appeared once, then they’ll appear again. As long as I keep heading up north, they will eventually leave more tracks behind.”


“Mr. Hunt, the two men from Red Cloud came to Greencliff to test the waters here?”


Ethan nodded. “They had come to confirm a few things.”


“They didn’t get to confirm anything, but I did.”


He had killed off the two killers from Red Cloud, so the mastermind couldn’t guess who Ethan was anymore. At the same time, Winston had helped him to arrange for a cover up, so for the time being, it should be enough to fool the mastermind.


But who was behind Red Cloud?


Someone from the Belmont family?


Ethan guessed that they might have tried to kill Eleanor Belmont not just to sound him out but also to erase any suspicion of the Belmont family. It was a pretty good plan to cover both grounds.


But before he had any hard evidence, Ethan would not conclude anything. Every powerful family in the north was suspicious.


Including the Hunt family!


There was a complex look in Ethan’s eyes when he thought about the Hunt family.


“I’ve checked both bodies myself and I didn’t find anything either. Their faces have been completely disfigured and their fingerprints are gone. They’ve left nothing that would give their identities away.”


The people in Red Cloud were really careful and detailed. Everything they did was watertight.


Even if Ethan didn’t kill them, they only needed to bite hard enough to release the poison hidden between their teeth and they would die in an instant.


Even if they died, they wouldn’t reveal anything.


It was going to be difficult to check who these two were.


“But I think there’s a direction in which Mr. Hunt could try investigating.”


Ethan looked up. “You mean I should try to identify them through the way they fought?”


Butler Richard nodded.


Ethan had fought with them and knew what moves they had. If he went down this direction, he would be able to find their background and might pick up a few clues.


“Once you know where they come from, then you would eventually find out who they are and what they’ve done, and this will lead to the person behind them.”


As the person in charge of a huge information network, Butler Richard had decades of experience in hunting people down. Ethan’s eyes lit up when he saw that Butler Richard had thought of this.


He had kept the right person by his side.


“But there aren’t many in the martial arts world who might know their moves,” said Butler Richard. “I’m afraid you would have to think of a way yourself, I’m not very good in this area.”


“Sure, thanks Richard,” said Ethan seriously.


Butler Richard laughed and waved his hands.


“I can’t do very much, unlike Tom and Sylvester. But if it’s within my ability, I will definitely do it without question.”


He got up and left to continue hunting down for information about Red Cloud.


When he reached the door, Butler Richard stopped and turned to look at Ethan with a smile.


“In the past, I did a lot of terrible things. But now that I’m able to do something meaningful, I feel that I haven’t lived for nothing.”
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Regardless of whether it was Butler Richard or Tom Foster, they were men who had mixed around in the illegal circle for a long time. They never knew what was going to happen in the future and they didn’t know if they would meet a good end.


To them, the fate of Master Solomon and Storm Shadow was probably their fate too.


But after meeting Ethan, everything changed.


They got their dignity back and could even change their own fates. The feeling of being affirmed, respected and idolized was really addictive.


Even if they had to sacrifice their lives, they were willing to persevere.


It wasn’t just them. The wolves felt it even more.


It was as if they had been in darkness all this time, walking and struggling aimlessly for many years. Then suddenly Ethan came and he was like a beam of light that helped each of them to find their own direction.


It was like a religion of sorts.


Ethan didn’t think so much about any of this. He didn’t know how noble he was to them. He was only doing what he wanted to do.


After a long day, Ethan didn’t feel tired, so he headed towards Palmer Group.


Diane was too busy to bother about him.


She only greeted him, hugged him for a few seconds and said, “I missed you.”


After that she went right back to work.


Palmer Group was facing a gigantic challenge ahead of them.


Belmont Group of the north was attacking them from all sides in order to block Palmer Group from going up north, and their attack was extremely aggressive. This attack had already caused a huge storm in the corporate world.


Everybody thought that Palmer Group wouldn’t be able to take it and Belmont Group would make them collapse in days.


But to their surprise, Palmer Group was still able to stand even after two or three attacks!


On top of that, Palmer Group had displayed a stubborn fighting spirit under the leadership of Diane. Everyone in the company was equally motivated and united, so it was as if they had become one body and was pushing Palmer Group along together.


This shocked many people, but also made many people admire and respect the company.


As Diane put it, when a strong enemy appears, then one would really metamorphose, and Palmer Group was going to undergo metamorphosis too.


This girl was still young and fragile just half a year ago. Now she was maturing and becoming stronger and more outstanding, but still able to keep her pure heartedness as well as her kindheartedness and innocence. That made Ethan really happy.


He didn’t disturb Diane because he knew that she needed to be fully immersed in her work now.


Ethan sat in the office for five whole hours without even looking for tidbits at Ms. Cindy’s desk. He didn’t want to disrupt anybody’s work.


Diane looked at the clock on the wall. It was nearly 10PM. She exhaled deeply.


She was done.


She was finally done for the day.


She looked up to see that Ethan was still sitting there, and she looked a little apologetic.


“Are you hungry?”


“Nope.” Diane almost felt touched that Ethan had waited for her when he said, “I’ve already eaten.”


She was stunned for a moment, then burst out laughing.


She would feel even worse if Ethan really waited for her to eat.


Ethan had gotten someone to send dinner from Golden Jade Restaurant and placed it on the table in front of him, but Diane had been too busy to even eat anything.


The food was already cold.


“Let’s go home, I’ll tell Mum to cook noodles for you.” Ethan got up and helped Diane into her jacket. “The wind at night is very strong, don’t catch a cold. Let’s go.”


He took Diane’s hand and walked out of her office. The main office was still bright and many people were still working, as if they didn’t feel tired at all.


Ethan didn’t call out to them nor disturb them because he knew that nothing he said now would move them. Everyone knew well when they had to work hard and when they had to rest.


Ethan believed in them.


He held Diane’s hand and they quietly walked through the building. After getting into the elevator, Diane leaned a little against Ethan’s shoulder.


“Are you tired?”


“No,” replied Diane. “Just wanted to lean on you.”


Ethan smiled and didn’t say anything. He pulled an arm around Diane’s shoulder so that she could lean more closely to him.


After they got home, April had already cooked noodles after receiving their call earlier. She felt bad for Diane and told her not to tire herself out, even though April knew very well that anything she said now was going to fall on deaf ears.


After Diane finished her noodles, she went back to her room. She turned on the laptop again and continued thinking about work.


When Ethan finished bathing, she had fallen asleep on the desk already.


“This silly girl.”


He carried Diane up and placed her gently on the bed. He tucked her in and gently kissed her on the forehead. “You’re already very outstanding, wifey.”


“Don’t be afraid. I’ll never leave you, no matter what happens.”


He held Diane’s hand and his expression was gentle. “I promise.”
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Diane’s lips moved and Ethan didn’t know if she had heard what he said. She was mumbling something about work and used a bunch of words that Ethan didn’t understand at all. He tried not to laugh as he turned off the lights and hugged her to sleep.


The night went by quietly.


Diane woke up early and quietly lay in Ethan’s arms. This was the most relaxing part of her day.


“You’re awake?” Diane saw Ethan open his eyes and her smiling eyes were filled with gentleness. “You talked in your sleep last night.”


“Did I?” replied Ethan. “What did I say?”


“You said that you’ll never leave me.”


“That wasn’t sleep talking.” Ethan laughed as he gently caressed Diane’s hair and smelled it. “Those were all words from my heart.”


Diane really wished she could spend the rest of her life blissfully lying in Ethan’s arms!


The two of them got up, washed up and had breakfast.


After sending Diane to the office, Ethan got ready to visit the Tanner family in the northern mountains.


He wanted to go to Ravendale City to ask Adonis Collins if he knew where those moves from the two men with the Red Cloud tattoo came from. But after thinking about it or a while, he figured that since Adonis Collins had not been involved in the martial arts world for many years, he might not know.


But Ignatius was of extremely high standing in the Northern High Kick Sect and spent almost all his life in the martial arts world. So he would know more about such things.


Ethan didn’t hesitate much and didn’t bring anyone along. He took the plane by himself towards the north.


At the same time.


The Tanner family in the northern mountains.


As a central pillar of the Northern High Kick Sect, the reputation and standing of the Tanner family in the martial arts world was very high. Ignatius was the top ranking grandmaster of the Twelve Routines Springing Leg, so he was even more highly esteemed.


He was of much higher standing than that Arthur Young.


But after he returned from Greencliff, the nasty comments out there increased.


Some said that the Tanner family had lost terribly and the reputation of the Twelve Routines Springing Leg was destroyed, while Ignatius had been thrown out with his legs broken.


There were others who said that the moment the men from the Tanner family reached Greencliff, they were so scared that they returned the same way they came and never even entered Greencliff.


There were even some who said that the Tanner family never lived up to its name in the first place. Their reputation and ability was just hearsay, so when they encountered a truly highly skilled fighter, they dared not fight at all.


The people from the eight bloodlines of the Tanner family were going mad from anger but Ignatius didn’t care about any of this.


Someone had actually come knocking on their door to challenge them!


There was a loud blast and the floor of the training room shook. A man stood there with disdain on his face as he looked at one of the Tanner family members who had collapsed onto the floor. He scoffed loudly, “Does the Tanner family have nobody else left?”


“What’s this bull about being the central pillar of the Northern High Kick Sect when you can’t even fight me? This clan is so huge, don’t tell me you don’t even have a good fighter among your young people?”


The muscular man stood there and continued to shout loudly with contempt on his face, “Otherwise, you can send someone older!”


There were representatives from the eight bloodlines of the Tanner family and they all had nasty expressions on their faces.


They really had trouble holding themselves back. They really wanted to go out there and bash this arrogant fellow to death.


So what if he was a kickboxing champion? Did someone like that already dare to challenge them?


Did others look down on the Tanner family to this extent already?


“After training overseas for many years, your technique in fighting is really not bad,” Ignatius smiled calmly and didn’t seem to be bothered at all. “The younger generation of the Tanner family are no geniuses, but they aren’t as weak as you think they are.”


“Oh really?” The man laughed and said in a mocking voice, “Then find one that can actually fight!”


“You can send someone older who’s trained for a longer time, I’m fine with that.”


He was in his early thirties, but he was already a famous kickboxing champion overseas, and nobody could defeat him in close range fights.


He didn’t care for Chinese martial arts at all. This time he heard that the Tanner family had embarrassed themselves, so he couldn’t wait to come and step all over them.


Initially he was a bit wary, but after he defeated two men his age so easily, he started getting complacent.


“Master Tanner, I’ll go!” One of the middle aged men next to Ignatius couldn’t stand it anymore.


If even stray cats and stray dogs came to challenge them like that and the family didn’t respond, others would laugh at them.


“No need,” Ignatius shook his head.


To Ignatius, this boy was just fooling around. All these kickboxing techniques were nothing when it came to techniques that could really kill someone.


“Master Tanner!”


There were several others who couldn’t hold it in either.


The Tanner family had been ridiculed and doubted a lot recently.


But Ignatius didn’t seem to care about it at all. He never argued back and allowed others to look down on them and say nasty things.


Ignatius could endure it, but these young people couldn’t.


And now they were being challenged by some kickboxing champion from overseas! How was the Tanner family going to maintain their standing in the Northern High Kick Sect?
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Ignatius refused to agree. The kickboxing champion laughed even more arrogantly.


“Master Tanner.” A middle aged man walked over to Ignatius and whispered something into his ear. Ignatius’s eyes instantly narrowed.


He looked up at the gleeful kickboxing champion and calmly said, “I have a young man here to fight you. If you can defeat him, then I will publicly announce that the Twelve Routines Springing Leg is only powerful in name and we’re not even as good as kickboxing.”


The entire training room fell silent.


All the members of the Tanner family were dumbstruck. What joke was this?


Was Ignatius joking?


Was he using the reputation of the entire Tanner family as a joke?


Even though he was the leader of the clan, this was going way too far.


The kickboxing champion had already defeated all their young people, and were no match for this man at all. There were very few who could comprehend the Springing Leg technique at this age.


“Are you serious?” There was a big smile on the kickboxing champion’s face. “Elder Tan, you’re a reputable man, so you can’t go back on your word!”


“I won’t go back on my word,” said Ignatius. “I’ve always been a man of my word, as long as you can defeat him. Or you could even kill him. But I fear you’re not capable of doing so.”


“Humph! Tell him to come out!”


Ignatius nodded and turned to the middle aged man who came in earlier. “Bring him here.”


Ethan walked into the training room. He had no idea what special occasion it was. He didn’t understand why there were so many people around and they were all staring at him.


The grandmasters from the eight bloodlines were all wide eyed and wished they could gobble Ethan up!


“Why, do you need so many people just to welcome me?” Ethan walked right up to Ignatius and talked to him without being polite at all.


“The Tanner family doesn’t welcome you,” Ignatius scoffed with a displeased look on his face.


Nobody would feel good after being pointed at and scolded. Besides, Ignatius was a top grandmaster and the central pillar of the Northern High Kick Sect!


He had lived for so many years and nobody had ever dared to scold him like this before.


He didn’t expect Ethan to come here. But since he had come, he was a guest. If he didn’t take care of him, then the Tanner family were the ones being impolite.


“Is he the young man you’re talking about?” The kickboxing champion took one look at Ethan and shook his head before Ethan said anything. “Get someone else. If he looks like this, I’m afraid one punch from me might kill this guy on the spot.”


Ethan didn’t look particularly strong or muscular and didn’t look like he knew martial arts at all.


“I’m just here to challenge the Tanner family and have a sparring match to exchange pointers, I don’t want to kill anybody.”


Ignatius laughed and saw that Ethan had no idea what was going on. He stretched an arm out and said, “You won’t make a difficult journey for fun, so you won’t be here just because you want to look at my face. Since that’s the case, then you need to send the other guest away before we can talk.”


He was implying that Ethan had to come out and fight.


Ignatius was a veteran in the martial arts world. Of course he knew that Ethan needed something from him.


But was Ignatius going to help him so easily?


Ethan could dream on!


Ethan turned around and glanced at the kickboxing champion. He wasn’t interested at all.


“I do need to ask you something,” he replied Ignatius without bothering about the kickboxing champion. “I’ll leave after asking, you can clear up this sort of trash yourself.”


“Who are you calling trash?!” The kickboxing champion was furious when he heard these words.


He thought of letting Ethan off because he was afraid that his punch might really kill Ethan. But now Ethan was calling him trash?


He walked towards Ethan with large strides and fury on his face. “You’d better make yourself clear now!”


Suddenly, Ethan threw a punch as quick as lightning!
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His fist didn’t even touch that kickboxing champion. The punch only created an intense gust of wind that hit the kickboxing champion violently in the face. The kickboxing champion’s eyes instantly grew wide.


After that he went flying and crashed hard on the floor. He fainted from fright.


The entire training room fell completely silent.


This punch from Ethan was so fast. If his fist really landed on that guy, he would have punched a hole through him.


Ethan retracted his fist and didn’t even take a second glance at that kickboxing champion.


He was really uninterested in these clowns.


“Happy now? I have something important to ask you.”


He looked at Ignatius.


“Humph!” Ignatius got up and waved a hand for some of them to clear up the mess. Then he led Ethan towards the courtyard at the back.


He kept both hands behind his back and had no expression on his face. He was clearly still upset over how Ethan had pointed a finger at him and scolded him. Even though Ethan hadn’t said anything wrong, he was still angry.


“Given what the members of this family can do, you could simply send anyone out and this sort of trash would have no chance to be arrogant, no?”


Ethan was amused. Everyone in the Tanner family learned martial arts, so even if the younger ones only knew some techniques and weren’t very good, those grandmasters were definitely no weaklings.


Why let a clown like that challenge them and endure his mockery?


“Chinese martial arts is not for display, but only for killing,” scoffed Ignatius.


Regardless whether he made a move or those grandmasters did, the moment they did, one would be hurt if not dead.


He was really not interested in fighting a clown.


Ignatius turned around and looked at Ethan. “Did you come here to scold me again?”


The last time he got scolded by Ethan. So was he here to berate him one more time?


Ignatius purposely scoffed very loudly to express his deep displeasure.


“Elder Tanner, you’re a highly esteemed man, so I wouldn’t have scolded you if you weren’t old and muddleheaded.”


The front half of Ethan’s sentence made Ignatius feel a little better. So this young fellow admitted that Ignatius was a high esteemed man!


So how could Ethan still point a finger at him and scold him so fiercely!


But the back half made Ignatius’s eyes grow wide and his beard nearly flew from his anger.


“Did you just say I’m old and muddleheaded?”


“So you scolded me for my own good?”


Ignatius was so angry he started laughing. His eyes were wide as they glared at Ethan and even his breathing had quickened.


“It’s also for the good of the Tanner family,” said Ethan seriously.


Ignatius nodded vigorously and was so angry he couldn’t even speak.


He pointed a finger at Ethan and it took a while before he finally said, “Good! Very good! Excellent! So my family still has to thank you? Is that it?!”


“You don’t have to be so polite with me.”


Ethan was going to be the death of Ignatius. Ethan had come asking him for a favor and still wanted him to be grateful to Ethan?


He had never seen anyone so shameless before!


He didn’t want to bother himself with Ethan. He was afraid that Ethan might really drive him up the wall and he might really die from anger.


Ignatius turned to leave, “I can’t help you with anything!”


Ethan came with this attitude and wanted Ignatius to help him?


He hadn’t greeted him properly and didn’t apologize either, and still wanted a favor?


Where did Ethan get this confidence from?!


“If you don’t help me, I’ll come tomorrow to challenge the Tanner family,” Ethan called out calmly. He wasn’t anxious at all. “I’ll come and challenge every single person, from the youngest person in the family all the way till it reaches you.”


Ignatius had only taken two steps when he stopped again.


He turned around and stared at Ethan. His lips moved but he didn’t know what to say.


Ethan wanted to challenge the Tanner family?


Then the reputation of the Tanner family was really going to go down the drain!


If every single person in the family lost to Ethan and even he couldn’t defeat Ethan, then once news of this got out, the Tanner family didn’t even need to exist anymore.


What a vicious move!


Ignatius couldn’t say a single word as he glared at Ethan. His fury and helplessness was written all over his face.


“Why, you little bastard!” He finally couldn’t hold it in and shouted at Ethan. Then he stepped lightly on the ground and flew out towards Ethan.


Ignatius didn’t look like an old man who was nearly 70. He was in very good shape and moved at an incredible speed. Before he reached Ethan, he had delivered a kick like a long whip.


Ethan also reacted extremely quickly and raised his hands to attack.


The two of them exchanged more than ten moves in the blink of an eye. Their movements caused the wooden bridge to creak and shake as they sent water flying everywhere.


Ignatius’s long leg kicked Ethan’s shoulder and he ended up staggering a few steps back while Ethan stood there without moving.


Both of them stopped attacking at the same time.


Ethan’s eyes were bright as he looked at Ignatius, while Ignatius frowned slightly as if he was thinking about something.


“You’re looking for someone?” Ignatius finally asked after a long while.


All the moves that Ethan made weren’t the ones that Ethan normally used. Even Ignatius took a while to realize that Ethan was using these moves to look for someone.
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“That’s right,” Ethan nodded. “I’m not sure where this set of moves come from, but I thought that since Elder Tanner has seen a lot and is knowledgeable, you would probably know.”


Ignatius waved his hand and didn’t want to listen to Ethan anymore. He was afraid that if the front half sounded so good, the back half was probably going to be another personal attack on him.


He waved his hand and thought about this very seriously as he went through all the memories he had. Ethan didn’t interrupt him.


The person with the best knowledge of the martial arts world right now was definitely Ignatius, the most important person within the Northern High Kick Sect.


“The moves you used earlier were two moves from Shape-Will Fist,” Ignatius frowned. “Or you could consider it a modified form of Tiger and Crane Fists.”


Tiger and Crane Fists?


That was one school of Shape-Will Fist.


“But it’s been many years since anyone knew the boxing style of Shape-Will Fist. I used to know a Shape-Will Fist grandmaster, but he already passed away eight years ago,” he looked at Ethan. “He had no disciples.”


What he was trying to say was that there wasn’t anybody who was trained well enough to be considered a skilled fighter in Shape-Will Fist.


The martial arts world was mostly hiding in the cities. Modern society placed money and status as its top priority, so the things that people went after were very different now.


How many would train in martial arts from a young age and spend decades trying to perfect every move?


Even the Tanner family was slowly becoming like this even though they had lived gloriously for so many years, so what more those from smaller groups?


“Why are you looking for them?” asked Ignatius.


“They came to Greencliff to kill me.”


Ignatius’s eyes narrowed violently. He knew immediately what must have happened. Those two were definitely dead.


Any attempt to kill Ethan or even go to Greencliff wasn’t something that many people could do.


But he was more surprised that Ethan was bothered by this. At Ethan’s level, he didn’t have to fear anybody. If god came he would kill him and if the devil came he’d exterminate him.


Anyone who caught Ethan’s attention was certainly no ordinary person.


“They’re trouble,” Ethan knew Ignatius was curious, so he didn’t hide it from him. “It isn’t just the two of them, but many more. They could even…be an entire group. They are not a threat to me by themselves, but their existence is a very big problem and they will cause a disaster.”


“Regardless of whether it’s the legal circle, the illegal circle, the corporate world or even the martial arts world, we will all be affected and we can’t bear the consequences of this.”


Ethan’s words made Ignatius feel how serious this matter was.


He didn’t like Ethan, but he didn’t question his words.


The martial arts world had slowly changed in nature, and the Tanner family was not spared. Ethan’s words made Ignatius furrow his brows and his expression became solemn.


“I must find out who they are, so the background of these two men is extremely important,” said Ethan. “They disfigured their own faces and got rid of all fingerprints. Besides the moves they made while fighting me, I don’t have any other way of trying to find out where they come from, so I need Elder Tanner to help me.”


Ignatius was silent for a long time.


Since they were disfigured and didn’t have any fingerprints, they had deliberately removed any traces of their identity. The moves they knew couldn’t be erased, so this was the only starting point.


“I’ll try my best to investigate,” said Ignatius. “I understand how serious this matter is. If you need anything, the Tanner family will help. Matters within the martial arts world is my responsibility, not yours.”


Ethan didn’t say anything.


He knew that Ignatius was stubborn and refused to change, and continued to insist on some traditional ways of doing things. But when it came to differentiating between right and wrong, Ignatius was definitely very clear on this.


“But I have to make one thing very clear,” Ignatius scoffed as he glared at Ethan. “I still really don’t like you! Humph!”
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Ignatius didn’t like Ethan at all! He had been scolded in the face, so surely there was no way he could admire the other party, right?


Impossible!


Ignatius’s face was full of wrinkles, but his expression looked just like a playful child who was throwing a tantrum now.


Ethan laughed and nodded. “It’s better that way. I’m afraid that if you like me too much, then I’ll feel bad for scolding you next time.”


He then left.


Ignatius watched Ethan leave and opened his mouth but couldn’t shout anything at him in time. He waved a hand angrily and shook his head several times.


“I’m glad you’re not one of the Tanner family disciples, otherwise you would have driven me to my grave by now!”


He walked two steps and scoffed. “When will the Tanner family have a master like him…”


Ignatius walked back to the ancestral hall and called for the ones in charge of the eight bloodlines.


“Master Tanner, do you want us to keep that fellow here?”


“We’re all ready! He can’t get away!”


“This Ethan insulted the family, so I have to break at least one of his legs!”


All the Tanner family members were angry and were determined to not let Ethan run away. They wanted to teach Ethan a good lesson and recover the reputation of the Tanner family.


“He left,” said Ignatius calmly with his eyes half closed.


“He left?”


All of them were so angry.


“None of you will be able to keep him here.”


Ignatius’s calm words instantly made everyone in the ancestral hall quieten down. They thought they had heard him wrongly.


There were fifty or sixty of them from the eight bloodlines, including grandmaster level fighters. On top of that, Ignatius was around too. So many of them couldn’t defeat Ethan?


Then the Tanner family would really be embarrassed!


“I have a few words that I must instruct all of you, especially the ones in charge of the eight bloodlines.”


Ignatius’s expression instantly became solemn and all the grandmasters felt their hearts sink suddenly. There was something different about this situation and Ignatius seemed to be here to say his last words.


“The Tanner family has been living gloriously for nearly 200 years now, and we have always been the central pillar of the Northern High Kick Sect. But now, we have fallen,” he admitted it directly. “As for why we have fallen, I’m sure all of you know better than I do.”


After Ignatius said this, many people had a slight change in expression and they looked a little ashamed of themselves.


“Whatever happened in the past, I do not wish to mention. Times have changed, so there’s no point in blaming you now,” Ignatius sighed. “I’m just a little upset. After I die, who will carry the name of the Tanner family? Ten years later, a hundred years later, will anyone still know the Twelve Routines Springing Leg?”


He scanned the men in front of him and pointed at the grandmasters as he said clearly, “This is your responsibility!”


“For status, for profit, for fame or for this surname!”


Ignatius’s voice suddenly rose in volume. “As long as you feel that you have not done anything to embarrass the surname Tanner, then I have nothing to say!


“Master Tanner!” One of them fell to his knees with a thud and declared loudly, “I swear that the Tanner family will not fall in our hands! I swear upon my life!”


“We all do!”


Many others also fell on their knees.


“We will use our lives as a guarantee! We will not allow the Tanner family to fall!”


“Master Tanner, believe us!”


Everyone fell on their knees. Nobody expected Ignatius to say something like that. This was definitely his final instructions to them and they were all very agitated.


Ignatius laughed and waved his hands.


“Don’t be so nervous, I don’t intend to die yet.” He looked around and said, “I just hope that all of you will remember why you trained in martial arts in the first place and to remember the chivalry of the martial arts world! We are to protect the nation, to punish evil and to help the weak! I hope all of you will remember why our ancestors set up the Twelve Routines Springing Leg!”


“Remember it for life!”


“Yes, Master Tanner!” everyone shouted in unison.


Ignatius nodded. He looked at their reaction and wasn’t sure how many would listen to him and how many would really understand his heart.


But none of this was important anymore. Even if only one person understood, then there was hope for the Tanner family’s future.


“One more thing,” he took a deep breath. “Never, never, ever go up against Ethan Hunt.”
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Everyone looked up. Their faces were filled with shock and confusion and they didn’t understand why Ignatius said something like that.


“He is not an enemy, understand?”


He then waved a hand and didn’t say anymore. He walked back into the house with his back bent.


Even if he didn’t like Ethan, he had to admit that this fellow’s outlook and mindset as well as capability was not something that an ordinary person would have.


Unfortunately he couldn’t defeat him.


Otherwise he could teach him a good lesson as someone older than him. It was such a pity.


Now Ignatius had been scolded by him and still had to do him a favor. How very interesting.


……


Ethan left the northern mountains.


Ethan returned to Greencliff. This trip didn’t waste too much time.


Ethan left the investigation of the two men with the Red Cloud tattoo to Ignatius, so he didn’t think too much about it anymore.


He knew that this stubborn old man would put this matter as high priority more than anybody else once he fully understood the severity.


Sometimes the people in the martial arts world and the spirit of the martial arts world seemed very old fashioned, but when it came to what was right and wrong, martial artists understood best what motivation and responsibility they were supposed to have.


Just after Ethan arrived at Palmer Group, he heard that something had happened.


“I didn’t think that these clowns would come hopping out now,” said Diane angrily. “Palmer Group doesn’t have any feud with them, right? They’re doing this on purpose.”


“I’m afraid it’s because we’re going up against Belmont Group,” said one of the directors. “Belmont Group’s standing in the north is extremely high, and the connections backing the group are even more complex because the number of people who stand to benefit are too many. Anybody would want to be in Belmont Group’s good books and gain the favor of Belmont Group. Going against Palmer Group is the best thing they can do right now.”


That was indeed the case.


There were many people and powers that Belmont Group didn’t care for at all, but there would still be some who would take the initiative to try and gain their favor anyway. They were willing to do it even if they couldn’t get anything.


After all, Belmont Group was too powerful.


On top of that, the biggest backer of Belmont Group was one of the supremely powerful families of the north. They only needed to stomp their feet to shake the entire northern region.


Palmer Group was a much easier opponent to defeat in comparison. So who was going to miss this opportunity?


“How’s the situation now?” Ethan walked into the office and sat down on a chair.


All the directors were grim faced earlier, but once they saw Ethan, their hearts settled instantly, and a sense of peace started to well up in their hearts.


“Our goods have been seized. Even the staff who had gone along to talk to the sales channels had been detained as well,” said Diane. “The other party says that as long as Palmer Group officially announces that we will stop our plans to enter the north and never try entering it again, they will release both our staff and the goods. Otherwise…”


Ethan’s eyes narrowed as his lips curled upwards.


“Alright, I got it. I’ll settle this matter.” He looked at Diane and put a real smile on. “Just continue with your original plan and don’t be affected. With me around, nobody can affect you.”


Diane just needed to focus on what she had to do. Ethan would settle all other problems.


Palmer Group was definitely going up north and they were definitely going to run into a lot of trouble. Diane was in charge of solving all the problems on the corporate side, and she didn’t need to worry about the rest.


Ethan got up and looked around at everyone. “Go back to work, I’ll give everyone a prize on the day Palmer Group successfully sets foot into the north.”


“Brother Ethan, will it be a lot of money?” Ms. Cindy couldn’t help but ask.


Ethan smiled. “Enough to make you a rich little lady with an unlimited supply of tidbits. Is that a lot of money?”


“Of course!”


The atmosphere in the meeting room immediately relaxed. Everyone laughed and sorted themselves out before going back to their work.


Ethan only needed to say a few words to make everyone feel at peace. He was like a magical force that Palmer Group had. No matter what trouble they ran into, they didn’t need to worry.


Diane looked at Ethan with bright eyes. She wasn’t going to say thank you.


She didn’t want to be so formal with her man.


“The market in the north is different from the south. Our older products aren’t suitable. If we want to successfully gain a foothold in the northern market, then we will need another product that can really take the north by storm, you know what I mean?” said Ethan.
