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IfitwasfunKaiwanted,thenfunhewouldget.Thinkingback,it’dbemeaninglessifhegotridofKai

thateasilyanyway.Withthatinmind,Geraldthenreturnedtohisroombeforelyinginbedtogetsome

rest.

…

ItwassometimelaterwhenKaiwhowasdrenchedincoldsweatfinallyreopenedhiseyes,followedbya

terrorizedscream.TheboyhaddreamtthatGeraldhadbroughthimtoadesertedmountainbefore

tearinghisheadoff…!

Uponrealizingthathewasstilllyingonhishotelbed,Kaiquicklygrabbedaglassofwaterthatwasright

besidehisbedbeforedowningitinonegulp…Oncehecalmeddownabit,hewipedthesweatoffhis

foreheadbeforegrumbling,“Godd*mnit!Thatscaredmehalftodeath…!”

Shakinghishead,Kaithentookalookatthetime.Realizingthatalmostfourhourshadpassed,Kai

figuredthatGeraldmusthavefallenintohistrapbynow.

SinceKaihadplannedforeverythingthathappenedinthatroomtoberecordedbythesurveillance

system,hecouldn’thelpbutsmilesmugly.Afterall,henowhadsomethingtopreventGeraldfrom

gettinginhisway!AslongasGeraldmadeonewrongmove,Kaicouldjustspreadthatvideoaround,

causingGeraldandFujikotoinstantlysufferabadreputation!

Unfortunately,thiswasthebestideahecouldcurrentlythinkoftodealwithGerald,butitwasbetter

thannothing.Withthatinmind,Kaibeganhummingasheskippedtowardthemonitoringroom.

Uponentering,however,Kai’sgleequicklyturnedintorage.Tremblingfrombothangerandworry,Kai

couldn’thelpbutwalktowardthepitch-blackscreen.Hadn’thetoldhisconfidanttokeepaneyeon

things…?!



“Godd*mnit…!”growledKai,wonderingifanythinghadbeenrecordedatall.Heshould’vebeen

informedthatthescreenhadturnedpitch-blackthesecondithappened!Nowfumingwithanger,Kai

slammedhisfistagainstthetable,nearlycausingthemonitortofalltothefloor!

Itdidn’thelpthatKaiknewthathecouldn’tjustrepairorsetupmoresurveillancesystemsinGerald’s

room.Afterall,Geraldwasmostprobablyawakenowandhadprobablyfiguredoutthathewasbeing

setupafterseeingthetwouniversitystudentshehadsleptwith.

Withthatinmind,Kaiwasafraidthatthesecondhesteppedin,Geraldwouldjustbeathimtodeath!

Activelyholdinghisangerback,Kaithencalledhissubordinate.

Thesecondthesubordinatesawwhowascalling,hegesturedfortheC-listcelebritynottosayaword

beforepickingup,onlytohearKaigrowl,“Wherethehellareyou…?!”

“…I-I’mjustoutsidetakingasmoke…!”

“Getbackinhere!”roaredKai,clearlynotbuyingitatall.Afterall,ifhisconfidanthadonlygoneoutto

smoke,heshould’verealizedbynowthatthescreenhadgonedark!

Whateverthecasewas,itwasafewminuteslaterwhenthesubordinatecamerunningbackintothe

roomandthesecondhesawthedarkenedscreen,hebecamesoanxiousthathenearlytoppledtothe

ground…!

Glaringatthesubordinate,Kaiwhofeltlikekillinghimnowthengrowled,“Caretoexplainwhatthehell

isgoingon…?!”

“I…I…H-howcouldthishavehappened…?!EverythingwasfinebeforeIleft…!C-couldsomethingbe

wrongwiththecomputer…?”stutteredthesubordinatewhodidn’tdarerevealthathehadnever

enteredtheroominthefirstplace!



Seethingwithrage,Kaialmostburstintoamaniacalfitoflaughterasheroared,“Well,whatareyou

waitingfor?!Goturnitonandtestitout!”

Kai,forone,hadspentafewthousanddollarsonthecomputer.Withthatinmind,therewasnoway

thecomputerwouldmalfunctionatthemostcriticalofmoments…!
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Knowingthathedidn’treallyhaveanyotherchoice,thesubordinatethenswitchedthecomputeron

andjustlikethat,itwasrevealedthatthesurveillancesystemwasfunctioningnormally.However,nota

soulwasintheroom…!

“Whatwasthataboutsomethingbeingwrongwiththecomputer…?!”growledKaiashesmackedthe

backofhisconfidant’shead.Notonlyhadhissubordinatedisobeyhisorders,butheeventriedtofool

him!Ifthiswasn’tsuchahighendplace,Kaiwould’vealreadybeatenhimtodeath…!

Holdingthebackofhisachinghead,theconfidantwhowasalreadyintearsquicklygettohisknees

beforecryingout,“I-I’msorry,youngmaster…!Ihavenoideawhatwentwrong…!Everythingwasgoing

smoothly,lastIchecked!”

Holdingbackhisanger,KaiwhoknewthatheneededtofocusonGeraldthengrowled,“Wherethehell

didyougo…?!”

WhileKaiknewthatGeraldwasn’tgoingtobefullysoberinjustfourhours,hecouldn’thelpbutquiver

nowthatheknewthatGeraldwasnolongerintheroom.NomatterhowdrunkGeraldwas,therewas

alwaysachancethathe’dseethroughhisplans!Ifthatcametobe,thenKai’slifewouldsurelybein

danger…!

Regardless,notdaringtolietoKaianymore,thesubordinategulpedbeforesaying,“I-I…usedthe

moneyyougavemetolookforaC-listcelebrity…!”



“You…!You,goodfornothing…!Evenifyou’rehorny,golookforwomenatlesscriticalmoments…!”

roaredKai,hisfaceasredasabeetnow.

“B-buthowwasIsupposedtoknowthatsomethinglikethiswouldhappen…?Afterall,itwasclearly

fineduringtheinitialinspection…E-eitherway,sinceGerald’snotintheroomnow…Doyouthinkhe’s

seenthroughourplans…?”whimperedthesubordinateashestaredattheemptyroomonscreen.

“Don’ttrytochangethegodd*mnedtopic…!”growledKaiwhowasmorescaredthanangryatthis

point.Afterall,whathehadfearedmostwasnowareality…!

Barelyasecondlater,Gerald’svoicecouldbeheardoutsidetheirroom,saying,“My,my,howyouspoil

me,Mr.Kanagawa.Notonlydidyoutreatmetoalavishmeal,butyoualsogotmetwobeautiesto

sleepwith!Unfortunately,IhavetosaythatI’mnotinterestedinsleepingaround.”

Uponhearingthat,Kaiinstantlywentpale.

Atthatmoment,herecalledthemomentAidenhadkidnappedhimfromhismanorthatnight.Had

Geraldtrulywantedhimdead,hewould’vesurelyperishedinthatFutabawarehousebackthen.Now

thathisplanhadfailed,hewasonceagaininGerald’sgrasp…!

Watchngashisterrifiedconfidantleapedtohisfeetbeforeclingingagainstthewall,Kaithenforceda

smilebeforereplying,“I…justwantedtomakesurethatyouwerecomfortable…!E-eitherway,I’msorry

iftheyweren’tyourtype!JusttellmewhatkindofwomenyouwantandI’llgetthemforyou…!”

“Reallynow…?”askedGeraldashelitacigarettebeforesittingcrossleggedbeforeKai.

“…O-ofcourse,buddy…!Buddiesneedtotakegoodcareofeachother,r-right…?Youcanpickany

womanyoulikeintheentiretyofJapan,andthatincludesA-listcelebrities…!”declaredKaiwhoknew

thathecouldonlyplayalongnow.
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Simplyshrugginginresponse,Geraldthenreplied,“AsI’vesaid,I’mnotreallyinterestedinsuchthings.”

“T-thentellmewhatelseyou’dliketodo…?Worrynot,I’lldefinitelybeabletogetwhateveryouaskfor!

”declaredKaiwhofiguredthatGeraldhadn’tactuallyfiguredoutwhatwashappening.

Forone,Geraldwasn’tinfuriatedyet.Withthatinmind,KairealizedthatGeraldcouldhavejustleft

sincehedidn’tlikethewomenhehadchosenforhim.Ifthatwasthecase,thenKaididn’treallymind

thisoutcome.Afterall,thoughhefailedtoobtainawaytothreatenGerald,attheveryleast,hewasn’t

introubleyet.

“Hmm…Well,Ihaveaplaceinmind.Followme,I’lldriveyouthere!”repliedGeraldashetossedhis

unfinishedcigarettetothefloorbeforestompingonit.

WatchingasGeraldthenwalkedout,Kaiandhisconfidantwereleftutterlypuzzled.Shortlyafter,the

subordinateinchedtowardKai’ssidebeforewhispering,“Should…wefollowhim,youngmaster…?”

“Doyouevendarenotto?”grumbledKaibeforetakingadeepbreath.Summoningallthecouragein

him,KaithenbeganfollowingGeraldtohiscar,hissubordinatestayingclosetohimatalltimes.

Oncethetriogottothecarparkedrightoutsidethehotel,Geraldgotinthedriver’sseatwhereasKai

andhisconfidantsatattheback.Alreadysensingthatsomethingwaswrong,Kaiclearedhisthroat

beforesaying,“…Um…Gerald…?Whereexactlyareweheadedto…?Youknow,I’msuremysubordinate

andIcanfindanevenbetteralternative!”

“Justtrustmeonthis.I’llbebringingyouguystoanextremelyniceplace,”repliedGeraldwithasubtle

smileasheshookhisheadbeforesteppingonthegasandheadingSouth.

ThoughGeralddroveatnearlyahundredandfiftymilesperhour,Kaiandhissubordinatewhokept

theirbacksgluedagainstthebackoftheirseatsthroughoutthejourneyremainedsilentforfearthat

theywouldaccidentallyoffendGerald.



However,afterabouttwohoursofdriving,Kaiwasstartingtogetworriedoutofhismind.Afterall,

dawnhadalreadycomeandtheystillhadnoideawhereGeraldwastakingthem!Itwashalfanhour

laterwhenKaifinallygaveintofearandasked,“…Um…Gerald…?Wherearewegoing…?”

“You’llknowoncewegetthere,”repliedGeraldinanindifferenttone.

ItwasaroundteninthemorningwhenGeraldfinallystoppedthecaratopabarrenmountain.

“…The…Yamashitafamily’sterritory…?”mutteredthestunnedKai.

Thinkingback,hadn’tRyugutoldhimthatGeraldhadagoodrelationshipwiththeYamashitas?The

thoughtofthatalonewasalreadystartingtoworryKai.

“Getout,”orderedGeraldasheopenedthedoortothebackseat.

Doingashewastold,Kaiwhoselegswerenowshakycouldn’thelpbutask,“…Why…arewehere,

Gerald…?”

ThoughheknewthatfollowingGeraldwasbadnews,therewassimplynoescapinghim…!

“Hmm?Ijustbroughtyouovertohaveanicechat.Don’tworry,there’llbetea,”repliedGeraldwitha

subtlesmileashepattedKaiontheshoulder.ThoughGerald’spatsweren’tparticularlystrong,the

terrifiedKai’slegswerealreadyclosetogivingin.

JustasthetwogotoutandGeraldclosedthecardoorbehindthem,anunfamiliarvoicegreeted,“Hmm?

Ifitisn’tMr.Crawford!It’sbeenawhile!”



Chapter2244

Asitturnedout,thevoicebelongedtooneoftheYamashitas.SinceheknewthatGeraldhadagood

relationshipwiththefamilyelder,hedidn’taskwhatGeraldwasdoinghere.

Whateverthecasewas,Geraldsimplynoddedinresponsebeforereplying,“Indeed.I’mheretohave

someteawiththesetwogentlemen.Doleadthemin.”

WatchingasGeraldthenbeganwalkingdeeperintotheirterritory,theYamashitamanturnedtoface

Kaiandhissubordinatebeforecordiallysaying,“Please,comewithme,gentlemen!”

Notdaringtodisobey,Kaiandhissubordinatesimplysilentlyfollowedafterthem.Kai,forone,knew

thatifhedidn’tfollowGerald’sordersnow,Geraldcouldeasilyturnaroundandkillhiminasinglestrike!

Eitherway,afterwalkingforabouttenminutes,Geraldfinallyarrivedattheoldman’syard.

Hearingfootsteps,theoldmanwhowasfetchinganewkettleofteaturnedaroundandwaspleasantly

surprisedtoseeGeraldwalkinginwithhishandsbehindhisback.Puttingthekettledown,hewasthen

promptedtoask,“Oh?Whatbringsyouheretoday?”

“Icameovertodealwithsomethings,”repliedGeraldwithafaintsmile.

Beforetheoldmancouldaskanyfurther,hewatchedasKaiandhissubordinateenteredafterGerald.

Puttingtwoandtwotogether,theoldmanthenliftedhiskettleagainbeforewalkingintohislivingroom.

Seeingthat,Geraldstoppedbeforethelivingroom’sdoorbeforegesturingtowarditashesaid,“Please

comein,Mr.Kanagawa.”

Unwillingtoenter,theawkwardKaiwhowasgettingincreasinglybadvibesaboutthisplacewas

promptedtoask,“Beforethat…Whatareweevendoinghere…?TobeaKanagawaintheYamashita



family’sterritory…That…isn’texactlyagoodthing…”

“I’vealreadytoldyou,haven’tI?We’reheretohaveatalkwhileenjoyingsometea.Naturally,your

subordinategetstojoinintoo.Don’tworry,I’llsendyoubackoncewe’redone,”repliedGeraldashe

walkedintothelivingroom.

Momentarilyshuddering,Kaitrulyhopedthathewassimplyoverthinkingthingsasheslowlyentered

thelivingroomaswell.

WatchingasKaiwhosehandswereclearlytremblingsatoppositeofhim,Geraldtookoneofthecupsof

teathattheoldmanhadjustpouredandplaceditbeforeKaibeforesaying,“Here,havesomewhileit’s

warm.”

Notevenbotheringaboutthefactthathissubordinatehadbeenignored,Kaiwhowasnowbeyond

anxiousgulpedbeforeasking,“P-please,Gerald…Whatareyoureallytryingtoachievehere…?”

Raisingaslightbrow,Geraldwhoknewthathenolongerneededtopretendtobecordialreplied,“First

off…Youweretheonewhosetupthesecameras,correct?”

ThesoonerhecouldgetridofKai,thebetter.Ifhedidthingsquicklyenough,hecouldpossiblyeven

makeithomeintimefordinner.

Regardless,uponhearingthat,Kaiinstantlywentpale.Feelinghisheartskipabeat,heslowlyreplied,

“W-whatcameras…?”

“Theonesinmyroom,ofcourse.Wasn’tyourmasterplantogetmedrunkbeforeslippingthosetwo

womenintomyroomandfilmingeverything?Wereyouplanningtothenthreatenmewiththe

footage?”saidGeraldinacalmtoneashesippedhisteabeforenarrowinghiseyesatKai.

“I-I’dneverdoanythingofthesort…!Isimplywantedtotreatyoutoanicemealandletyouhavesome



funwiththosewomen…!A-asIsaid,I’mfinewithinvitingyoutoanotherentertainmentcenterifthat

experiencewasn’ttoyourliking…!Asforthecameras…T-theycamewiththehotel!”declaredKai,

desperatelytryingtoclearGerald’ssuspicions.
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Kaijustdidn’tunderstand.EvenifGeraldhadliedaboutnotbeingagooddrinker,thatdrinkcontained

seventypercentofalcohol…!Geraldhaddrunksixglassesofthatalcohol,andanyregularadult

would’vedefinitelygottendrunkoutoftheirmindaftertakingthatmuch!YethereGeraldwas,looking

completelysobereventhoughKaiwascertainthatGeraldhad

Properlydrunkeveryglass!HowhadGeralddigestedallthatalcoholsoquickly?!

“Oh?Isthatso?”repliedGeraldwithafaintsmile.ThoughKaihadsaidallthat,histerrifiedeyestold

Geraldthateverythinghehadguessedwasonthemark.

Whileallthiswashappening,theoldmansimplyremainedsilentTheelder,forone,knewthatheonly

neededtoprovidethisspaceforGeraldtodowhateverheneededto.Whilehewasn’tsurewhyGerald

couldn’thavejustheldthisconversationbackattheFutabamanor,theoldmanknewbetterthanto

inquireaboutthatatthemoment.

Whateverthecasewas,Kaiwhoseforeheadwasnowdrenchedinsweatthenadded,“I…Imeanit!You,

ofallpeople,shouldknowthatI’dneverdoanythingtoharmyou…!”

“Isee…andwhatdoyousay?”askedGeraldasturnedtolookatKai’ssubordinate.

“T-theyoungmasterspeaksthetruth!Weweresimplytryingtogiveyouarelaxingtimeinhopesthat

you’dforgiveusafterallwe’vedoneinthepast!Wemeantnoevil!”declaredthequiveringsubordinate.

“Hmm…DidIwronglyaccuseyouthen…?”askedGeraldwithaslightlyraisedbrow.



“Y-youdid…!Look,ifIreallywantedtoharmyou,wouldn’tithavemadesenseformetodoitwhileyou

weredrunk?Why’dIprovideyouwithwomenifIreallywantedtohurtyou!”repliedKaiwithanod.

“Sothat’syouranswer…?DoyoureallythinkIdidn’thearyourconversationearlier?”growledGerald

withafrown.

“T-that…H-howdoIexplainthis…”mutteredKaiasheinstantlyavertedhisgaze.

“Nottheslightestbitofsincerityinyou…Sincethat’sthecase,Iwon’tneedtokeepyoutwoalive,”

repliedGeraldwithasigh.

Realizingthathehadtrulyf*ckedupthistime,thenervousKaiinstantlyyelled,“N-no-!”

However,beforeKaicouldsayanythingelse,Geraldsimplyflickedatoothpicktowardtheboy’sthreat!

ThetoothpickitselfpiercedthroughKai’sneckbeforeembeddingitselfontothewalllikeanail!Though

KaicouldtellthatGeraldhaddonesomethingsincetherewasnowasearingpaininhisthroat,hehadn’t

evenbeenabletoseeGerald’sattackclearly!

“G-Gerald…You…!”mutteredKai,unabletosayanythingelseduetotheimmensepainthatcame

wheneverhetalked.Beforelong,bloodbegandrippingoutfromthecornersofhismouth.

Bythispoint,evenbreathinghadbecomedifficultforKai.Itfeltasthoughsomeonewassqueezinghis

neck,andnomatterhowmuchKaitriedtobreathe,hesimplycouldn’ttakeinanyair.

“Y-youngmaster…!”criedoutKai’ssubordinateasheturnedtolookatthebloodytoothpickthathad

beenembeddedintothewall.EasilyseeingtheconnectionbetweenthetoothpickandKai’sagony,the

subordinatecouldn’thelpbutwonderhowallthiswasevenpossible!Thiswasn’tsomeactionmovie…!

“Firstassassins,nowthis?Youreallydeservewhatyou’recurrentlyexperiencing.Regardless,Ibrought

youheresinceIwon’tbeinmuchtroubleforkillingyouwithintheYamashitafamily’sterritory,”



retortedGerald,glaringatKaitheentiretime.
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Kai,however,wastoopreoccupiedtryingtobreathetoevenreply.Hesimplycouldn’tbreatheno

matterhowmuchhetried!

Hearingnoreply,GeraldsimplywatchedinsilenceasKai’sdeathswiftlyapproached.

Throughouttheprocess,theoldmanseemedcompletelyunfazedaboutwhatwastakingplacebefore

him.Remainingindifferent,theoldmansimplyoptedtohavemoreteaashereadthroughafewbooks

thatwerelayingaround.Kai’ssubordinate,ontheotherhand,wassoterrifiedthathewasparalyzedin

place.

BythetimeKaifinallydied,hishandshadbeengraspingsotightlyontohisneckthisentiretimethat

theyremainedfrozenthere,anagonizedexpressionetchedonhisface.Tilltheverymomenthedied,

Kaihadfailedtorealizewhathadkilledhim,thoughnoneofthatmatteredanymore.

Eitherway,nowthattheboywasdead,theoldmantossedhisbookasidebeforelookingatGeraldwith

asmileashesaid,“Asexpected,youtrulyarestrong…”

“Thatwasnothingcomparedtowhatyou’recapableof,”repliedGeraldinaslightlyembarrassedtone

ashescratchedthebackofhishead.Afterall,hehadpreviouslywitnessedtheoldmansummonaflame

inhispalmoutofthinair.Now,thatwasaweworthy.

Beforetheoldmancouldreply,hisnosesuddenlytwitchedasheaskedwithafrown,“What’sthat

smell..?”

“Smellslike…urine…?”mutteredGerald.ForpeoplelikeGeraldandtheelder,discerningeventhe

faintestofsmellswasnothingtothem.



“I-I’msorry…!Icouldn’tholditin…!”whimperedtheterrifiedsubordinatewhowastraumatizedafter

watchingKaidiesomiserably.

Shakinghishead,Geraldthenwavedhishandbeforesaying,“Leave.Iwon’tkillyou.”

“…R-really…?”askedthesubordinatewhodidn’twanttobegivenfalsehope.

AfterwatchingGeraldnod,thesubordinateinstantlyboltedoutoftheroom!Asheranhelter-skelter

awayfromthemanor,thesubordinatethoughtabouthowheneededtoleavethecountryassoonas

possible.HeneededtofindsomeplacewherenobodyknewhimsothatGeraldwouldn’teverbeableto

trackhimdown…!

Regardless,afterthesubordinateranoutofhismanor,thepuzzledoldmanwaspromptedtoask,“…

Areyoureallysureyou’refinelettinghimofflikethis?Aren’tyouworriedthathe’llcauseyoumore

troublebyrevealingwhatyou’vedoneafterthis?”

Laughinginresponse,Geraldsimplyreplied,“IonlysaidthatIwouldn’tbetheonetokillhim.That

doesn’tmeanhe’sgoingtoleavethisplacealive.”

Uponhearingthat,theoldmansimplynoddedbeforegesturingatoneoftheYamashitaswhowas

standingatthedoorashesaid,“Disposeofhim.”

Immediatelydoingashewastold,itwaslessthantensoundslaterwhenanagonizingscreamcouldbe

heardSoonafter,themanreturned.Gettingtohisknees,theYamashitamemberthendeclared,“He’s

beendealtwith,sir.”

“Good.Nowgetridoftheircorpses,”repliedtheoldmanwithasatisfiedsmileashepointedatKai’s

corpse.



Oncethecorpsewasdraggedoutandthedoortothelivingroomwasclosed,theoldmantookasipof

teabeforefacingGeraldasheasked,“So…Thatpersonyoukilledwastheyoungestmasterofthe

Kanagawafamily,correct?”

“He’stheone,”repliedGeraldwithanod.

“Isee.You’vedoneagoodjobdecidingtodealwithhimhere.It’llsurelyeliminatealotofpotential

troubleforyou,”saidtheoldmaninanapprovingtone.

“Thankyou,thoughIdohavetoapologizeforcausingyoutrouble,”repliedGeraldinaslightly

embarrassedtone.
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ThiswasprettymuchthebestplaceGeraldcouldthinkoftosafelydisposeofKai.Otherwise,he

wouldn’thavedecidedtobringtroubletotheoldman’sdoorstep.

“Ohplease,thisisjustatrivialaffair.Regardless,ifpeopledocomelookingforthem,I’lljusttellthem

thattheyleftwithyoushortlyafter.Inotherwords,IhavenoideawherethosetwoKanagawasare,”

repliedtheoldmanwithawink.

“Iappreciateit.Speakingofwhich,thoughIcameheremainlytodisposeofKai,Ialsohavesomethingto

discuss,”saidGeraldwithamuchmoreserioustone.

“Goon…”repliedtheoldmanwithanod.

“Well…I’vefoundawaytogettoYearningIsland,”saidGeraldaftertakingadeepbreath.Honestly,just

talkingaboutitmadeitdifficulttoevenbreathe.

“…Hmm?Thenwhatareyoustillsittingherefor?Hurryandrescueyourparentsandsister!Wecan’tlet



Darylcontinuetousethemtothreatenyouanymore!”declaredtheoldmanwithasternexpression.

“Toclarify,atthemoment,I’veonlyfoundoutwhereIcangetinformationonhowtogettotheisland.

Yousee,theSeadomtribehasapparentlyplacedeverythingrelatedtoYearningIslandintheancient

ruinsinYanam.OnceIgetthere,IshouldbeabletogettheinformationIneed,”repliedGeraldwitha

faintsmile.Thoughhehadonlymetthisoldmanafewtimes,hecouldn’thelpbutrespecthimasan

elder.ItwasafeelingGeraldhadn’texperiencedinthelongesttime.

“TheancientruinsinYanamyousay…Can’tsayI’veheardofthatplacebefore.Hopefullyyou’llfindit

aftersearchingaroundforabit.Also,keepinmindthatitprobablywon’tbeeasytoenter,”muttered

theoldmanafterthinkingforabit.

“I’vebeentherebefore,”repliedGeraldwithanod.

“Oh?That’sagreatstart!Wasiteasytoaccess?”askedtheoldman,hisexpressionreturningtoa

relaxedone.

“Well…Ididbumpintoanoldmanguardingtheplace,butduetomyHerculeanPrimordialSpirit,he

endedupgreatlyrespectingme.Infact,heevensaidthateverythingtherebelongedtome,andthatI

wasfreetotakewhateverIwanted.IhadnoideawhythatwaswhenIfirstvisitedthatplaceafew

monthsago,andquitefrankly,Istillhavenoideawhyallthathappened,”repliedGeraldwithashrug.

“Nowisn’tthetimetobebotheredbythat.Youshouldheadoverquicklytolearnhowtogetto

YearningIslandalready!”grumbledtheoldman,soundingmuchhastierthanusual.Afterall,notonly

didhewanttohelpGerald,buthewasalsocurioustofindoutwhyDarylhadendedupthewayhe

currentlywas.

“I’llheadoffonceI’vesettledtheFutabafamily’sissues.Whileit’struethatIinitiallyonlygotintouch

withthemtogetincontactwiththeSeadomtribe,nowthatI’vegottenthisinvolvedwiththem,Ican’t

justleave,”repliedGeraldasheshookhishead.



“Andhowlongdoyouplantohelpthemexactly?”askedtheoldman.

“I’llbeoffoncetheircurrentissuesareresolved,”repliedGeraldwhoreallydidn’twanttoleavethe

Futabastofendforthemselves,especiallysincetheyhadnowpointedhimintherightdirection.Whileit

wastruethathecould’veeventuallylearnedthatthesecretsoftheSeadomtribewereinthesecret

ruinsinYanam,bythatpoint,therewasahighpossibilitythathewould’vebeentoolatetosavehis

parentsandsister,andthatwasapossibilitythatGeralddidn’twanttoeventhinkabout.

“…Icangetmyfamilytohelpyou,”suggestedtheoldmanafterthinkingforawhile.

“Iappreciateit.Thenlet’sgoaftertheHanyusfirst.Ireallycan’tresteasyknowingthatfamilyisstillup

andabout,”repliedGerald.

“Negative.Focusonsavingyourfamilyfirst.YoucandealwiththeHanyusonceyou’redonewiththat,”

saidtheoldmanaftergivingitsomethought.
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Uponhearingthat,Geraldmomentarilyfellsilent.WhileitwastruethatAmarehadtoldhimthathis

parentsandsisterwerebeingtreatedhumanely,hewasstillworriedthatthingscouldchangeatany

moment.

However,simplyleavingtosavethemfeltirresponsibletowardtheFutabas.Afterall,thesecondthe

KanagawasandHanyuslearnedthathehadleft,theywouldsurelystartharassingtheFutabasagain,

andGeraldwasprettysurethattheFareastConsortiumcoulddolittletostopthem.

Nowthattheoldmanwasvolunteeringtohelp,however,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfeelmoreassured.

Afterall,themostmysteriousfamilyinJapanwassteppingin!KnowinghowstrongtheYamashitaswere,

GeraldbelievedthatnobodywouldbeabletotouchtheFutabasiftheywerereallygoingtohelphim.



SeeinghowsilentGeraldhadgotten,theoldmanwaspromptedtoask,“So…madeyourdecision?”

Lookingattheoldmanforawhile,Geraldthenreplied,“Are…youreallywillingtohelpme…?”

“Butofcourse!Intheend,you’restillDaryl’sgrandson,sohelpingyouisonlyright.Besides,I’mcurious

tofindoutwhythatoldmanunderwentsuchdrasticchangessincewelastmet…Honestly,Istillfindit

hardtobelievethathelockedyourfamilyup!”declaredtheoldmanwithasmile.

“Well,alrightthen!Iwon’tbeasworriedaslongasyou’reinvolved!WhileI’msureyou’realreadygoing

todothis,pleasedoyourbesttohelptheFutabasonceI’mgone.I’lldefinitelyreturntohelpoutonce

I’verescuedmyparentsandsister!”saidGeraldinadeterminedvoiceasheslappedhisthigh.

“Oh,Iwon’tbeinvolved,”repliedtheoldmanasheshookhishead.

“Comeagain?”askedGerald,rightfullypuzzled.

Laughinginresponse,theoldmanthentookasipofteabeforereplying,“Allowmetoclarify.Inreturn

forgettingtheYamashitastoguardovertheFutabas,IonlyaskthatIbeallowedtojoinyouonyour

questtosaveyourparents.Ibelievethatmyfamilyismorethancapableofhandlingthemselves,and

you’llgetextrahelponyourjourneytheretoo.What’smore,thoughit’sbeenagessincewe’velastmet,

ItrustthatonceDarylmeetsupwithme,he’llbecompelledtotreatyourfamilybetter.So?Whatdo

yousay?”

Frowningslightly,Geraldthensaid,“But…remember,westillneedtoheadtotheancientruinsin

YanamfirstinordertolocateYearningIsland.Whatmore,Ihaveafeelingthatwe’llcomeacrossquitea

fewCrawfordcultivatorsalongtheway…”

“Hmm?WorriedthatI’llendupburdeningyou?”askedtheoldmanwithasmile.

“Ofcoursenot!You’remuchmorepowerfulthanme…”mutteredGeraldasheshookhishead.



“Thenwhat’stheissue?Listen,Iadviseyoutoheadbackandprepareyourselfassoonaspossible.I’llbe

gettingmyfamilyreadytoprotecttheFutabasaswell.Ifeverythinggoessmoothly,thenweshould

leavebydawn.How’sthat?”askedtheoldmanwithawaveofhishand.

“…Fine.Let’sgowiththat,”repliedGeraldinresignation.Thoughhehadagreedwiththeplan,Gerald

washonestlystillworriedthattheoldmanwouldsuffersomeinjuriesintheend.Afterall,thoughthe

oldmanwasstrong,theCrawfordcultivatorsweren’tpushoverseither.

Whateverthecasewas,GeraldthenlefttheYamashitafamily’sterritorybeforedrivingstraightbackto

theFutabamanor.

Gerald,forone,wasn’tworriedaboutKai’smurderatall.Afterall,hetrustedthattheoldmanwould

knowwhattodowiththecorpses.WhileitwastruethattheKanagawaswouldsurelyflyintoarage

oncetheyrealizedthatKaiwasdead,Geraldwassurethatthiswouldalsodeterthemfromdealingwith

theFutabasanytimesoon.

Eitherway,bythetimehefinallyarrivedattheFutabamanor,theskywasalreadystartingtodarken.

Cometothinkofit,GeraldhadwastedtwoentiredaysjusttogetridofKai.
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Whateverthecasewas,uponenteringthemanor,Geraldquicklytoldeveryonetogatherintheliving

room.

OnceTakuyaandFujikoweresittingbyhissides,Geraldcasuallysaid,“…Alright,so…I’vekilledKai.”

“You’ve…what?!Gerald,isn’tthatabittoorash?!Myfamily’sjustgottenbackontrackyouknow?Once

theKanagawasfindoutaboutthis,theFutabaswillsurelybeinhotwater!”exclaimedTakuyaashe

leapedtohisfeet.



“Don’tworry,patriarch,IkilledhimintheYamashitafamily’sterritory.Withthatsaid,theYamashitas

willbesettlinganysubsequentissuesthatarisefromKai’smurder,”explainedGeraldwithawaveofhis

hand.

“Isee.Well…that’sgoodthen,”repliedTakuyawithasighofrelief.ThankGodGeraldandthe

Yamashitaswereongoodterms…

“Speakingofwhich,I’llalsobeleavingtomorrowmorningtoheadtotheancientruinsinYanam.Don’t

worry,afternotifyingtheYamashitasaboutit,theyagreedtosendsomementoguardallofyou.With

thatinmind,youwon’tneedtoworryaboutanytroublefromtheotherfamilies,”saidGeraldtoensure

thatTakuyawouldn’tgetunnecessarilyworried.

Naturally,Takuyaendedupfrowningslightly.Afterall,itwasbestifGeraldstayedwiththemforever.

However,knowingthatitwasimpossible,Takuyasimplyreplied,“That’sgood!Thesooneryouleave,

thelesssufferingyourparentswillfaceonYearningIsland.Wewishyouluck,Gerald!”

“Thankyou.Well,thosewerethetwothingsIwantedtotalkabout.Also,onceI’vesavedthem,I’llbe

suretoreturntoproperlyhelpyoudealwiththetwofamilies,”saidGeraldwithanod.

“Afteryou’vedealtwiththeHanyusandKanagawas,willyouremainwithmyfamily…?”askedTakuya.

“Unfortunately,Isimplycan’t,”repliedGeraldwithasubtlesmile.Whileitwasimpossibleforhimto

remaininJapan,Geraldpromisedhimselfthathewouldvisitthemfromtimetotime.Afterall,hehad

honestlygrownfondoftheFutabas.

“Willwebecomingalong?”askedMasterGhost.

“That’dbenice,butIdon’tmindifyouguyswishtoremainhereeither,”repliedGerald.



“I’mcomingalong!”declaredAiden,andthoughMasterGhostsaidnothingelse,hisexpressionmadeit

evidentthathewasdoingthesame.

Asallthiswashappening,Fujikoremainedseatedsilentlyattheside.WhilesheknewthatGeraldwould

havetoleavesomeday,shehadn’texpectedittobethissoon.Truthbetold,shesimplyhadafeeling

thatshewouldneverbeabletomeethimagainonceheleft.

Regardless,afterdrinkingsometea,Gerald,Aiden,andMasterGhostreturnedtotheirrespectiverooms.

Oncetheyweregone,Takuyasighedbeforeturningtolookathisdazeddaughterbeforeasking,“Well

youwereoddlysilentearlier.”

“I…I’mjustfeelingalittletired…”mutteredFujikoassheshookherhead.

BeforeTakuyacouldsayanythingelse,shesimplygottoherfeetbeforewalkingoff.Sighingonceshe

left,Takuyacouldn’thelpbutsay,“Thisgirl…”

Still,asherfather,heknewexactlywhatwasgoingoninhermind.Thenagain,hewasalsowellaware

thatGeraldhadzerointerestinhisdaughter.

Fastforwardtothenextmorning,Geraldcouldbeseenstandinginthelivingroomatthebreakofdawn.
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Havingonlyabackpackandacigaretteinhand,itwasn’tlongbeforeGeraldwasjoinedbyMasterGhost

andAiden.Takingonefinallookatthemanor,Geraldthensighedbeforesaying,“Let’sgo.”

AftergettingintotheSUV,thethreeofthemwereabouttoheadoffwhenallofasudden,knocking

couldbeheardatthesideofthecar.Momentarilysurprisedtoseewhoitwas,Geraldthenloweredthe

car’swindowpullingthecigaretteoutofhismouth,beforeaskingwithasmile,“IsthereanythingIcan

doforyou,MissFutaba?”



“I…I’mcomingwithyou!”declaredFujiko,hertoneshowingjusthowdeterminedshewastocome

along.

Naturallysurprisedtohearthat,Geraldsimplyreplied,“WhileyoumaybeJapan’sQueenofSoldiers,I

hopeyouunderstandthatthejourneyisn’tgoingtobesomecakewalk.Withthatsaid,I’llhaveto

refuse.”

“Sinceyoualreadyknowmytitle,youshouldbewellawarethatI’mperfectlycapableoflendingyoua

hand!”saidFujikoasshecircledtheSUVbeforeknockingthedoortotheshotgunseat.

Unsurewhattodo,Aidenwhowassittingtherethenopenedthedoorbeforesaying,“MissFutaba-”

NotevenlettingAidenfinishhissentence,Fujikosimplyyankedhimoutbeforegettingontothecarand

saying,“Yousitattheback.”

Afterplacingherbagdown,Fujikothenadded,“I’vealreadythoughtthisthrough.You’vebeen

continuouslyhelpingusthisentiretime.Withthatinmind,ifyoujustleavelikethat,thenwon’tIbe

consideredanungratefulperson?”

AsGeraldwonderedhowtoevenreply,AidensighedbeforesittingbyMasterGhost’ssideattheback

whilemuttering,“WhydoIgetthebadtreatment…”

IgnoringAiden,Fujikosimplypointedaheadbeforesaying,“Drive.”

“Areyoureallysurethatyouwanttocomewithus…?”askedGerald,findingitdifficulttorejectherkind

intentions.

“Butofcourse!I’dneverjokeaboutsomethingthisserious!”declaredFujikoasshenodded



determinedly.

“Fine…However,Iemphasizethatthisisgoingtobeaverydangerousmission.Infact,I’msurethereare

goingtobeplentyofopponentsthatevenAidencan’ttakedown,”repliedGeraldaftertakinginadeep

breath.

“Worrynot!Idefinitelywon’tendupburdeningyou!Ifthere’sanythingyouneed,justsaythewordand

I’lldefinitelyhelpyou!”saidFujiko.

“WherehaveIheardthosewordsbefore…”mutteredAidenashestretchedhisheadtolookather.

“Youprettymuchsaidthesamethingwhenyouaskedtocomewithmebackthen,”repliedGeraldwith

afaintchuckle.

UponhearingthatandrecallingtheeventsinYanam,Aidencouldn’thelpbutgrinashesaid,“Justa

headsup,butouropponentswillmostlikelybeinacompletelydifferentleaguecomparedtothosewe

usuallyfaceduringregularmissions.Beforesuchopponents,evenIhavetoadmitthatI’llbeaburdenat

best!”

“I’maware…”mutteredFujikowhoonlyhadGerald’sstrengthasareferentialpoint.Asidefromthat,

shehadnoideajusthowmuchstrongertheiropponentscouldget.

Seeingthatnothingelseneededtobesaid,Geraldthenbegandriving.

ItwasnearingnoonbythetimetheyarrivedattheYamashitafamily’sterritory.Uponnearingthefront

gates,however,GeraldwassurprisedtoseethatasidefromthefamiliarYamashitawhohadinitially

greetedhimbackwhenhebroughtKaiover,theoldmanwasalsoalreadywaitingthereforthem.

Quicklystoppingthecar,Geraldthengotoutbeforejoggingtowardtheoldmanwhileasking,“Sir?How

longhaveyoubeenwaitinghere?”



AsidefrombeingDaryl’soldacquaintanceandbearingthestatusofanelder,theoldmanhadalso

helpedhimonnumerousoccasions.Withthatinmind,itonlymadesenseforGeraldtorespecttheold

man.
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“Notlong,actually.Iestimatedyou’dbeherearoundthistime,soIsimplygotoutalittleearlier,”

repliedtheoldmaninacheerytoneasheslippedhishandsintohissleeves.

“Hmm?Areyouproficientwithfortunetellingaswell…?”askedGeraldasheturnedtolookatMaster

Ghost.

“Negative.Isimplyestimatedhowlongit’dtakeforyoutogethereifyousetoffatdawn!Don’tworry,I

onlywaitedhereforalittlewhilejustsowecouldgetthingsdonealittlefaster,”repliedtheoldmanas

heshookhishead.

Feelingslightlypleasedthattheoldmanwasbeingsoeagertoleavethusshowingjusthowconcerned

hewasoverGerald’saffairs,Geraldwasthenpromptedtoask,“So…areweleavingrightaway?”

Noddinginresponse,theoldmanthenturnedtolookathisfamilymembersbeforesaying,“Remember

myorderslastnight.KeepaconstanteyeontheFutabasandimmediatelystopanyonewhoposesa

threattothem.Iftheydon’tgetthemessage,thenjustgetridofthem.Ifanythingelsetakesplace,I’ll

dealwithitonceIreturn.Understand?”

“Gotit!Afterleadingeveryonethere,I’llmakesurethateachoftheFutabaswillremainwellguardedtill

youreturn!”declaredwhatappearedtobetheleaderofthegroupwithanod.

“Wellsaid.Let’sgetgoingthen,”saidtheoldmanasheturnedtolookatGeraldagain.

LookingatthefourseaterSUVthatwasnowgoingtobecrampedbecauseofFujiko’ssuddenintrusion,



Geraldwhodidn’twanttheoldmantobeforcedtositbehindwithAidenandMasterGhostwas

promptedtoask,“Um…Bychance,doyouhaveabiggercar…?”

Uponhearingthat,theoldmanthenyelled,“Getthecar!”

Noddinginresponse,oneoftheoldman’ssubordinatesthenboltedoffandshortlyafter,asevenseater

MPVcametoahaltbeforeeveryone.

“Thisshouldsuffice,right?Ijusthadafeelingthatspacewouldbeanissuethenightbefore,soIgotthis

carprepared.Asforhowwe’regettingtoYanam,myfamilyhasasmallcargoshipatthedock.Withthat

said,weshouldn’thaveaproblemgettingtoourdestination,”saidtheoldmanwithasmile.

Momentarilystunned,Geraldquicklysnappedoutofitbeforeplacinghishandstogetherandsaying,“I…

appreciatethethoughtfulness.”

“It’sreallynobigdeal.Iwaspracticallytheunofficialheadbutlerofyourfamilybackthen,youknow?

Withthatinmind,evenafteralltheseyears,consideringsuchthingsissecondnaturetome,”replied

theoldmanwithachuckle.

Noddinginresponse,Geraldthenopenedoneofthecar’sdoorsbeforesaying,“Afteryou.”

Laughingjoyously,theoldmanthengotinashecalledout,“Comenow,getinaswell,youfour!”

GoingonatripwithDaryl’sdescendantwasmakingtheoldmanreminisceaboutthegoodolddays,

whichexplainedwhyhewasfeelingsocheery.Regardless,onceeveryonewasinside,theyimmediately

begandrivingtowardthedocks.

Oncetheyweregone,theotherYamashitascouldn’thelpbutwhisperamongthemselves,“I’venever

seenThirdElderthishappybefore…”



Foraslongastheyknewhim,theelderhadrarelyeverportrayedanyotheremotionsasidefromthe

solemnexpressionhewasknownfor.Hell,mostofthetime,hebarelyevenspoke,simply

communicatingthroughgestures.However,fromthedaytheWestonerfirstcametotheirfamily,the

elderhadsaidmorethanheeverhad.Infact,itprobablywasn’tevenastretchtosaythattheelderhad

spokenmoreinthesefewdayscomparedtotheentiretyoflastyear!

“Thathasnothingtodowithus.Let’sjustfocusonwhatThirdEldertoldustodo,”repliedtheleaderof

thegroupwhodidn’tlikethemtalkingbehindtheirelder’sback.Hell,theyshouldn’tevenbetalking

aboutallthisinthefirstplace.Afterall,theYamashitashadrulesthatprohibitedthemfromdoingso!

“Roger!”declaredeveryoneelseuponhearingthat.

Noddinginresponse,theleaderthenadded,“Alright,onceyouandyoursubordinatesarriveatthe

manor,remembertokeepyoureyespeeledatalltimes.Ifanyonetriestolookfortrouble,takethem

downthesecondyoucan.Remember,prioritizekeepingtheFutabafamilymemberssafe.Ifwefailto

dothat,thennoneofuswillbeabletoanswertotheThirdElderoncehereturns!”

Withthatagreedupon,overtencarsbegandrivingfromtheYamashitaterritorytowardtheFutaba

manor.
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MovingbacktoGeraldandhisparty,itwasn’tlongbeforethefiveofthemarrivedatthedockUnderthe

oldman’slead,theysoonsawasmallcargoshipthathadbeenanchorednearthedocksbearingthe

logoofYamashitafamily.

Beforetheyevengottotheship,amancamerunningitptothembeforesaying,“ThirdElder!Justas

you’verequested,we’vepreparedenoughoilinthecargoshipforyoutoheadbackandforthfrom

JapantoYanamuptothreetimes!”

“Goodjob,”repliedtheoldmanashepattedhimontheshoulder.



Feelingoverwhelmedtobepraisedbytheelder,themanimmediatelybowedbeforedeclaring,“I-Ionly

didasIwasorderedto!”

Oncethatpersonranoff,theoldmanturnedtolookattheothersbeforesayingwithasmile,“Speaking

ofwhich,therearequiteafewshopsonthisdock,soifyouneedanything,goaheadandgetthem.If

nothing’sneeded,thenwecanjustsetoffnow.”

“Imean…Frommypastexperience,Gerald’sprobablygoingtostopusfromgettinganything

unnecessary!Hesaysit’sawasteofmoney!”grumbledAidenwhowoulddefinitelylovetogetsome

snacks.

Unfortunately,Geralddidn’tsharethesamesentiment.

“Hmm?Nowwhosaidanythingaboutspendingmoney?”repliedtheoldmanashissmilebroadened.

Confused,Aidenthenscratchedthebackofhisheadasheasked,“Um…Howelsearewegoingtoget

things…?”

“Myboy,theYamashitafamilyownsthisdock.I’vealreadytoldthemofourarrivalyesterday,sofeel

freetogetanythingyouwantfromthoseshopsaslongastheitemscanbebroughtuptheship,”replied

theoldmanashepointedattheshopsthatwereinbusiness.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldthoughtforamomentbeforesaying,“Well,whileIassumetheshipalready

hasplentyoffoodandwaterpreparedforus,Ibelievewe’llbeneedingextrasetsofclothes.Remember,

thisisn’tgoingtobeashorttrip.Withthatsaid,I’drathernotstinktohighheavenaswetraverse

throughYanamandeventuallytoYearningIsland.”

Geraldknewthathehadtobecleanandneatwhenhefinallyreunitedwithhisfamily.Afterall,his

sisterwouldprobablybeginlecturinghimaboutthepoorwayhedressedthesecondshesawhim

wearinghiscurrenttatteredclothes.Thinkingback,herememberedplayinginabogalotasachild,and



everytimehereturned,hissisterwouldgrabhimbyhisearbeforedragginghimtotheshowerroom

andleavinghimthereThethoughtofitalonemadeGeraldsmilealittle.

Whateverthecasewas,asidefromsavinghisfamily,Geraldwasalsosecretlyhopingtolearnmore

abouttheSunLeague.

Regardless,Geraldsnappedoutfromhistrainofthoughtwhentheoldmanreplied,“AsGeraldsaid,

there’samplefoodandwaterontheship,soyouguysshouldprobablyfocusongettingclothes.When

askedtopay,justsaythatyou’rewiththeThirdElder.”

Beforeanyonecouldsayanythingelse,theyendedupstaringwideeyedastheoldmanleapedoffthe

groundandrightontotheapproximatelysixteenfeethighship’sdeck!AidenandFujikoinparticular

weremomentarilyshockedspeechless.Afterall,notevenhighrankingsoldierslikethemwereableto

performsuchafeat!Yettheoldmanhadmadeitseemlikeapieceofcake!

Alreadyusedtoseeingsuchthings,Geraldhimselfsimplyheadedintothenearestclothingshoptoget

somenewapparel.Oncehewasdone,hegotaboardtheship,onlytoseetheoldmansittingondeck

whileenjoyingacupoftea.UponseeingGerald,theoldmanquicklygotanewcupbeforepouringmore

hotteaintoit.

Sittingbesidetheoldman,Geraldthenplacedhisnewclothesasidebeforesaying,“Well,that’sdone

with.Speakingofwhich,Istilldon’tknowyourname,Sir.”

“Well,namesaren’treallyimportant,butifithelps,youcancallmeSeniorJobson,”repliedtheoldman

withawaveofhishand.Thinkingback,ithadbeenafewdecadessincehehadusedhisrealname.After

all,toJobson,namesweresimplyareferentialcodethatborelittlemeaning.

“Gotit,seniorJobson,”repliedGeraldwithanodashenoteddowntheoldman’ssurname.

Noddinginresponse,theoldmanthensaid,“So…what’stheplan?”
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“Well…theonlyplanistoheadtotheancientruinsofYanamnow.Asidefromthat,there’snotreallya

PlanB.Afterall,it’sexactlybecauseweknowsolittleaboutYearningIslandthatwe’reheadingtherein

thefirstplace.Hopefullywe’lllearnmoreabouttheislandoncewegetthere,otherwise,we’lljusthit

anotherdeadend…”mutteredGeraldasheshookhisheadwithasigh.

“Nothingelse?”askedJobsonwithaslightfrown,clearlyexpectingGeraldtoknowmoreaboutDaryl.

“Sadly.However,Idohavethis…”repliedGeraldasheslippedhishandintohiscoatbeforepullingout

theseamap.

“Hmm?Isthatthelegendaryseamap?”askedJobsonashetookthemapfromGeraldbeforestudying

itcarefully.

“Oh?Youknowaboutit,sir?”

“Ofcourse,Ido.Remember,I’maWestoncultivatoraswell,soitmakessensethatI’veheardaboutthe

map.Regardless,accordingtolegends,thismapleadstoasecrettreasureinthesea,right?Theonethat

ifobtained,grantstheseekergreatwealth?”repliedtheoldmanashepointedatanislandinthe

middleofthemap.

“A…secrettreasure…?”askedGerald,hiseyeswidenedinsurprise.

“Indeed.Why?Weren’tyougoingafterthat?Ordoesthemapserveanotherpurpose?”repliedJobson

inacurioustone.

“IusedthemaptotrylocatingYearningIsland…Yousee,Ioncesawtheislandappearontheseamap,

butitonlylastedforalittleundertensecondsbeforedisappearingagain…Asforthesecrettreasureyou

mentioned,it’sthefirstI’veheardofit,”explainedGeraldasheshookhishead.



“Ifthat’sthecase,thenIguessthattheseamapleadstomultiplethings.Eitherway,ifwehavethe

chance,weshouldtryseekingoutthesecrettreasureaswell.Ihaveafeelingthatit’stherealdeal,”

repliedJobson.

“Oh,I’vealreadybeenthere.Ijustdidn’tknowthatthetreasurewastherebackthen.AsforWhyI

headedthereinthefirstplace,IinitiallythoughtthatitwasYearningIsland.Unfortunately,theisland

onlyhousesasectoftheCrawfordfamily,”repliedGeraldashepointedatthesameislandthatJobson

hadidentifiedearlier.

“Oh?Howinteresting…”mutteredJobson.

“Indeed…Regardless,whileIwasontheisland,Darylsenthissubordinatesovertotestmystrength.

Shortlyafterthat,Willsentsomeofhisownmentoassassinateme.Allinall,IthinkIgotattackedthree

timesonthatisland…”saidGeraldasherecalledthoseincidents.

“Will?”askedJobson.

“Ah,hewasadoptedbyDaryl,andhe’saboutthesameageasIam.FromwhatIknow,he’scurrently

theheiroftheCrawfordfamily,andheapparentlythinksthatI’mtryingtofindtheislandtosnatchhis

positionaway!YoucantellhowdesperateheissinceheevendaredtodisobeyDaryl’sorders!”

explainedGeraldwithalaugh.

“Howinteresting…TothinkthatwhileDarylmerelywishestotestyourstrength,hisheiristryingtokill

you.ThecurrentCrawfordfamilydoesn’tsoundpeacefulatall,”repliedJobsonashestrokedhisbeard

withasmile.

“Indeed…Eitherway,Ireallycouldn’tcarelessaboutthatposition.Ijustwanttorescuemyfamily

already…”mutteredGeraldasheshookhishead.Infact,evenifDarylreallywantedhimtobethenext

patriarchoftheCrawfordfamily,hewould’vedeclined.

“Speakingofyourfamily,howlonghavetheybeenlockedup?”askedJobson.



“Averylongtime,”repliedGeraldwithasigh.

“AndDarylhasn’thurtthem?”askedtheoldmanashepouredmoreteaforGerald.

“FromwhatanassassinthatWillsentovertoldme,they’reapparentlytreatedwell,thoughthey’ve

remainedlockedupinaroomatthebackoftheCrawfordmanorthisentiretime…”repliedGerald.
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“IwasalsotoldthatonlyDarylisallowedintotheareathey’relockedupin,soWillcan’tmessaround

withthem.Attheveryleast,that’swhattheassassintoldme,”addedGeraldasheshookhishead,

unsureofwhethertobelievethatornot.

“Thingssimplygetmoreandmoreinteresting,huh…Soafterhecapturedyourparentsandsister,he’s

nowforcingyoutogosavethem?Atthesametime,hedoesn’twantyoudeadeither.Iwonderifyou’re

missingsomethinghere…”mutteredtheoldmanwhoknewDaryl’spersonalitywell,whichwaswhyhe

stillrefusedtobelievethatDarylwouldharmhisfamilywithoutgoodreason.

UnderstandingthatJobsonwastryingtojustifyDaryl’sactions,Geraldsimplyclenchedhisfistsbefore

replying,“EvenifIam,nograndfathershouldevermaketheirgrandsonlearnaboutsomethingthrough

suchdespicablemeans…”

ItwasclearthathishatredtowardDarylhadpeaked,andhadanyoneelsesaidthat,thenGerald

would’vealreadyattackedthemwithouttheslightesthesitation.

SensingGerald’shostility,theoldmansimplymutteredinaslightlyresignedtone,“…Let’stalkabout

thisagainoncewereachthemanor.Whoknows,hemayfinallytellyouwhyhedidallthatonceyou

arrive.Again,beforepartingways,Irememberhimalwaysbeingextremelykindtohisfamilymembers,

especiallyyourparents.Infact,he’shardlyeverscoldedthem!”



BeforeGeraldcouldreply,Fujiko,MasterGhost,andAidenreturned.Seeingthem,Geraldchosenotto

continuethetopic.Instead,heslippedtheseamapbackintohiscoatbeforesippingonhistea.

Oncetheywerecloseenough,Aidenfishedaroundinhisbagbeforetakingabeerbottleout.Tossingit

towardGerald,hethensaid,“Haveadrink!”

Easilycatchingit,Geraldthenplaceditonthetablebeforegettingonhisfeetandreplying,“Appreciated.

Eitherway,Ibetyouguysarehungry.Letmecooksomethingupforus!”

Itwasnowthreeintheafternoon,andnoneofthemhadeatenanythingsincelastnight’sdinner.Since

evenhewasfeelingalittlehungry,hecouldonlyimaginehowstarvedordinarypeoplelikeAidenand

Fujikowere.

“We’reonacargoship,youknow?Notsomeprivateyacht!Withthatsaid,wealreadyhavechefson

board.Wehavesailorsandacaptainaswell,soallofyoucanjustrelax,”repliedJobsonasheheldonto

Gerald’sarm.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldnoddedinresponse.Howconvenient.

ItwassometimelaterwhenGeralddecidedtotakeawalkaroundthedeck.SinceMasterGhostand

Fujikowerebusydistributingthethingstheyhadbought,Aidenwhodidn’thaveanythingelsetodoand

justsohappenedtoseeGeraldwalkingouttossedwhateverhewasdoingasidebeforerunningafter

Gerald.

Oncehewasonthedeck,GeraldstaredattheslowlyshrinkingcountryofJapanbehindthem.Holding

ontotheship’srails,Geraldsighedashefeltalightandsaltyseabreezebrushagainsthisface.

WalkingtoGerald’sside,Aidenremainedsilentforawhilebeforeasking,“Whoexactlyisthatold

man…?”



“He’stheYamashitafamily’selder…He’salsoacultivatorwho,togetherwithmygrandfather,studied

underthesamemaster…”repliedGerald.

“And…hesimplywantstohelpus…?”askedAiden.

“Itwouldappearso,”saidGeraldaftertakingadeepbreath,notevenabletoseeJapananymore.

“Isee…well,nottoberudebut…he’squiteold,isn’the…?Ratherthanhelpingus,don’tyouthinkwe’ll

havetospendmoretimetakingcareofhiminstead…?”whisperedAidenaftertakingapeekatthe

cabins.

Burstingoutinlaughter,Geraldsimplyreplied,“Youknow,evenIcan’tsayforsurethatI’llbeableto

beathim!”

Thoughhehadneverwitnessedtheoldmanincombat,thefactthatJobsonwasabletosummona

flameoutofthinairshowedjusthowstronghiscultivationwas.However,thefactthatJobsonwasable

todothatmeantthatDarylcouldprobablydothesame.Ifthatwasthecase,thenGeraldwasworried

thathe’dfailtorescuehisfamilyoncehegotthere.

Evenso,Geraldhadalreadymadeuphismind.Evenifhegotheavilyinjuredorevenkilled,hewasstill

goingtotrytosavehisfamily.
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“…Cometothinkofit,hedidleapontotheship’sdeckearlier!HowcouldIhaveforgotten?!”exclaimed

Aidenashequicklycoveredhismouth.WasJobsonevenhuman?!

“Indeed.Eitherway,thatjustshowshowstrongheis.Thetruthis,I’mfeelingmuchmoreconfidentwith

himhere,”repliedGeraldasheleanedagainsttherailingwhilelightingacigarette.



Shortlyafter,theyenteredtheship’srestaurant,onlytorealizethatthechefwasalreadydonewith

theirmeals.Fromthelooksofit,thechefwasapro.Afterall,eventhoughonlyfiveofthemwereeating,

thechefhadprepareduptoeightWestondisheswithevensomesoupontheside.Seeingthat,

everyonequicklygatheredaroundthetabletobegindiggingin.

Sinceeveryonewasalreadygatheredthere,Geraldtookthechancetoremindthemthatdangercould

popupatanytimeduringtheirmissiontouncoverthesecretsoftheSeadomtribe.

Afterall,evenduringthespecialforcescompetition,aYanamsoldierhadcomelookingfortroublewith

them.Withthatinmind,GeraldhadnodoubtthatthesecondtheydockedatYanam,newsabouthis

arrivalwouldgettotheYanamMilitaryinnotime.Still,thefactthatthemilitaryleaderwasjustCarter

madeGeraldalittlemorerelieved.

Eitherway,onceGeraldwasdone,Jobsonlookedateveryonebeforeasking,“Speakingofwhich,are

anyofyouinterestedinparticipatinginanauctiononcewearriveinYanam?”

“Hmm?Whatsortofauction?”askedGerald.

“FromtherumorsI’veheard,it’sfocusingontraditionalmedicine,thoughIcouldbewrong,”repliedthe

oldmanasheshookhishead.

“ThenI’mafraidI’mnotinterested,”repliedGeraldwithawaveofhishand,clearlyprioritizingsavinghis

family.

“Isee…Well,Ijustthoughttosayitout…Justincaseanyonewouldbeinterested,youknow?”saidthe

oldmanbeforegoingquiet.

Meanwhile,averyflusteredWillcouldbeseeninhisroom.ThoughhehadinitiallyassumedthatAmare

wouldsuccessfullyassassinateGerald,intheend,Amarenevercametohimtoreporthowthemission

went.Withthatinmind,Willwasn’tevensurewhetherGeraldwasalreadydeadornot!Hecouldn’tjust

lookforAmaretoclarifythingseither.Afterall,Darylhadalreadycaughthimtryingtoassassinate



Geraldonce.IfhemessedupnowandDarylmanagedtoputtwoandtwotogether,hewouldsurelyend

upinboilingwater…!

AsWillcontinuedwonderinghowtosettlethisdilemma,thecornerofhiseyecaughtaglimpseof

Amarewalkingpasthisdoor.Eyewidening,Willimmediatelycalledoutinahushedtone,“Amare…!

Comeoverhere…!”

EversinceDaryllearnedthatWillhadattemptedtoassassinateGerald,Willhadnoticedthatmore

cultivatorsfromhisfamilyhadbeentransferredtohislivingspace.Withthatinmind,Willknewthat

Darylhadsentthemovertokeepaneyeonhim,whichexplainedwhyWillwastryingsohardtolielow.

InsteadofdeterringWillfromdoingthesamething,however,Willwasnowkeenerthanevertokill

Gerald!Hewasutterlyconvincedthatthispersonwouldsnatchhispositionastheheir!
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Whateverthecasewas,uponhearingWill’svoice,Amarecouldn’thelpbutshudderasheturnedaround

andreplied,“MasterWill…”

“Getinhere…!Hurry…!”grumbledWillashecontinuouslylookedleftandright,gladthatnoneof

Daryl’scultivatorswerearoundatthemoment.

WatchingasWillthengesturedforhimtohurryup,Amareknewhehadnootherchoicebuttoobey.

ThoughAmarehadactivelybeentryingtoavoidWillsincehereturned,itappearedthathecouldn’trun

forever.

OnceAmareentered,Willquicklygottwoteacupsoutbeforeasking,“Careforsometea?”

“I…No,I’mfine.Is…thereanythingIcandoforyou,MasterWill…?”askedtheuneasyAmarewitha

gulp.



Raisingaslightbrow,Willthenreplied,“Whatdoyouthink?Tellmewhathappenedalready…!”

“W-whathappenedwhere,MasterWill…?”stutteredAmarewhowasaterribleliar.

“ItoldyoutoassassinateGerald,didn’tI?It’salreadybeenaweeksinceyou’vereturned,don’tyou

thinkit’shightimeyoutoldmewhetheryousucceededornot?”grumbledWillwithafrown,knowing

fullwellthatAmarewasplayingdumb.

“O-oh…!Soyouwereaskingaboutthat,MasterWill…Well…thoughIsearchedfarandwide,Isimply

couldn’tlocateGeraldinJapan!He’sreallygoodathiding…”repliedAmareashesmackedhisforehead,

hopingtofoolWillthathehadjustrecalledtheincident.

“Bullsh*t!IalreadygotconfirmationthatGeraldhadbeenwherethespecialforcescompetitionwas

beingheld!Withthatsaid,howthehellcouldn’tyoufindhimifyouwentthere?!Youdidn’ttakemy

orderseriously,didyou?!”growledWill,activelytryingtosuppresshisanger.

“O-ofcourseIdid…!You’reourfamily’sfuturepatriarch!There’snowayI’ddisobeyyourothersona

whim!BelievemewhenIsaythatIwould’vedefinitelyassassinatedhimhadImanagedtolocatehim

backthen!”declaredtheanxiousAmare.

“…Thenexplainwhyyoudidn’timmediatelyreportbacktomethesecondyoureturnedtotheisland?”

repliedWillinaslightlycalmertone.ThefactthatAmarehadcalledhimthefuturepatriarchofthe

familyhadclearlypleasedhim,andWillwasnowstartingtothinkthatAmarewastellingthetruth.

Clearlygettingbetteratlyingnow,Amarequicklyexplained,“Well…Ijustdidn’thavethecourageto

faceyouafterfailingthemission…Afterall,youtrustedmetocompleteit!”

Bythispoint,Willwassooverjoyedbythethoughtofgettingtobethefuturepatriarchthathedidn’t

evencareanymore.Thinkingback,ofcourseasimpletonlikeAmarewouldfailtooutsmartGerald!With

thatinmind,Willthenreplied,“Well,sinceGeraldmanagedtoevadeevenme,Iguessitmakessense

whyhewasabletoescapeyourgrasp.Fine,you’reforgiven!”



Hearingthat,Amarewhocouldn’thelpbutsecretlysighinreliefthendeclared,“Ifthechanceever

arrives,I’llgladlyattempttotakehimdownagain!”

“Justgobackfornow.Andremember,don’ttellanyoneaboutthis…!”repliedWillinaslightlyresigned

tone.

“Verywell.Ifthere’sanythingelseyouwishtogetdone,makesuretocallformeagain!”saidAmare

beforeattemptingtoleavetheroom.

“Wait,”calledoutWill.
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Momentarilyfrozeninfear,theterrifiedAmaregulpedasheslowlyturnedtofaceWillagain.

Seeingthat,Willthenclearedhisthroatpretendingtobeseriousashesaid,“KeepinmindthatI’mjust

aregularmemberofthefamily.Withthatsaid,don’tidentifymeasthefuturepatriarchsinceMr.Daryl

isstillincontrol.”

“Gotit,”repliedAmareashenoddedbeforeswiftlyleaving.

Afterheleft,Willquicklyclosedhisroom’sdoorbeforepacingupanddownhishandsbehindhisbackas

hemuttered,“Howodd…AsidefrombeingabletotakeWolfandLucdown,Geraldwasevenableto

evadeAmareforsolong!WhatkindofcultivationdoesGeraldevenpossess?Couldhistalentsexceed

thatofordinarypeople…?”

Thoughthereweremanyquestionsinhismind,Willdecidedtoputeverythingasidefornow.

Intheend,hewasprettysurethatDarylwasstilldissatisfiedwithhimforsendingotherstoassassinate



Geraldbeforethis.Withthatinmind,hedidn’tdaremakeanothermovesosoonorhemayreallyneed

togiveuphispositionastheheirofthepatriarch…Itcertainlydidn’thelpthatthereweremanyothers

whoweremoretalentedthanhimwithinthefamily.Whatmore,thoughbeingadoptedbyDarylmade

himspecial,italsomeantthathedidn’tpossessCrawfordbloodinhim.

Fastforwardtotwodayslater,thecargoshipfromJapanfinallyarrivedinYanamwaters.Asidefrom

eatingandsleeping,GeraldhadspentmuchofhistimestaringoutattheoceaninthedirectionYanam

was.Knowingthathewasgettingclosertosavinghisfamily,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfeelslightly

anxious.

Afterall,ifhefailedtosavethemnow,therewasahighchancethatsuchagoodopportunitywouldn’t

presentitselfagainanytimesoon.

Whateverthecasewas,sincethecargoshipwasnowsoclosetoYanam,itwasn’tlongbeforethe

YanamMilitaryreceivednewsthatGeraldwascoming.

Upongettingthenews,Carterwhowasinhisofficeinstantlygotupfromhisseatbeforeexclaimingin

fear,“W-what?!Gerald’sback?!”

IthadbeenextremelydifficulttosendGeraldoffinthepast.Tothinkthatthatdevilwasbackwhen

CarterhadbarelyhadthetimetorelaxandenjoyhisnewpositionastheYanamMilitaryleader!

“Heis!Wesawhimstandingatopacargoshipthroughatelescopeaswewereinspectingthelocalsea

areas!”reportedasubordinatewhowasstandingbeforeCarter.

Feelinghispalmsgrowsweaty,Carterwaspromptedtoask,“A-areyousureyouweren’tmistaken?”

“Ahundredpercent!Otherwise,wewouldn’thavereportedthistoyouinthefirstplace!Regardless,

whydoyouthinkthatevilman’sreturnedleader…?Notonlydidbecauseamassivemessinourmilitary,

buthe’salsoexterminatedthreemajorfamilieshere!Ifhe’sreallybackformoretrouble,thenwemay

notbeabletostophim!”repliedthesubordinate.



“Shouldwearmourmostcapablesoldierswithourheaviestweaponstokillhimbeforehelands?I’m

suretroublewillstartbrewingthesecondhedisembarks!”suggestedtheindividualinchargeof

Yanam’sseas.He,forone,didn’twanthistorytorepeatitself.

“LikeIhaven’tthoughtaboutthatalready!Eitherway,resumewithwhateveryouweredoing!I’ll

contactyouifIneedanythingelse!Also,keepacloseeyeonGeraldatalltimes!Don’tlethimsneak

pastus!”grumbledCarterwhocouldfeelaminorheadachecoming.
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Carterhonestlycouldn’tbelievethatthelivingnightmarehadreturnedtohaunthimagainsosoon!He

hadbarelyevenbeenabletoenjoyhisnewpostasmilitaryleader!

Whatmore,hewasutterlyterrifiedthathewouldsomehowendupjustlikeGodwin.Aftersearchingfor

anentiremonth,theyeventuallymanagedtofindhim.

However,helookedmorelikeasavagethananythingatthetime.Hell,hadtheinvestigationteamnot

recognizedhisclothes,hewould’veprobablybeenshottodeaththesecondtheybumpedintohim!

Eitherway,Carterhadmadesuretoconcealtheincidentwell.Afterall,hedidn’twantunnecessary

troubletobrewsincethatcouldpotentiallyaffecthispostasleader.Withthatsaid,Carterhadhidden

Godwininaremotemountainvillage,makingsuretohaveafewofhissubordinatesguardhimthereat

alltimes.

Regardless,afterseeingwhathappenedtoGodwin,Carterwasdeterminednottorepeathisex-leader’s

mistakes.Withthatinmind,thoughtheindividualinchargeofYanam’sseashadmadeatempting

proposaltoimmediatelysendheavilyarmedmilitaryteamstotakeGeraldoutearlier,Carterknew

betterthantojustagreewiththat.

Afterall,Geraldhadyettomakeamoveonthem.Duetothat,eveniftheydidmanagetotakehim

down,Westonasawholewouldpotentiallycomeafterhimnextformurderinganinnocentman!



However,ifheallowedGeraldtosetfootonYanam,thendealingwithGeraldwouldbecomeevenmore

difficult.Asthesayingwent,preventionwasbetterthancure.

Thankfully,afterthinkingforagood,longwhile,

Carterfinallythoughtofagoodidea.Pickingthephoneonhisofficedeskup,Carterthencalledthe

personinchargeofYanam’sseas.Oncehepickedup,Carterimmediatelytoldhimtocomeback,stating

thathewasabouttoissueanextremelyimportantordertohim.

Shortlyafter,themanfrombeforeburstintotheroombeforeaskinginahushedtone,“Arewegoingto

makeGeralddisappearbeforehereachesland,leader…?”

AsthepersoninchargeofYanam’sseas,hewasn’tabouttoallowGeraldtocauseanymoretroubleif

hecouldhelpit.Hell,afterGeraldleftthelasttime,hehadevenfiledanapplicationtopursueandkill

Geraldwhilehewasstilloutatsea.Unfortunately,Carterhaddeniedhisrequest,sohehadtogiveup

ontheideaatthetime.

Whateverthecasewas,uponhearingthat,Cartercouldn’thelpbutnarrowhiseyesasheasked,“Are

youreallyplanningtokillGeraldjustlikethat?”

“AreyouproposingthatwelethimenterYanam?Ifhemanagestogettoland,Geraldwillsurelycausea

chaoticscenelikethelasttime!HewasGodwin’smurderer,forheaven’ssake!”repliedthemanina

slightlyreluctanttone.WhenGodwinwasleader,heneverhesitatedwhenitcametodealingwithhis

opponents.Carterwasthecompleteoppositeofhim.Withhowhesitanthealwayswas,Carterdidn’t

havethedemeanorofaleaderatall!

“Rememberthathe’sstillaWestoner.Ifwelookfortroublewithhimoutoftheblue,I’msureWeston

willtrytomakeanissueoutofthis.Afterall,wehaven’texactlyhadagoodrelationshipwiththe

countryinrecentyears,”mutteredCarterwhofoundoutaboutthesethingswhilehewasstillworking

underGodwin.



“Then…whydidyousummonmehere…?”askedthemaninconfusion.

“Right.IwantyoutokeepacloseeyeonGeraldandreporthiseverymovetome.Ifittrulyseemslike

he’sapproachingourdocks,immediatelyreportback.I’mmeetinghiminpersonthistime…”ordered

Carterafterthinkingforabit.
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“B-butleader!YoushouldknowhowcruelGeraldis…!Notonlydidhekillourformerleader,buthe’s

alsotakenoutourcountry’sthreemajorfamilies…!Withhowmuchchaoshe’scausedhere,it’sonly

safetoassumethatyou’llbeinseriousdangerifyoufacehim!”repliedtheterrifiedman.

“It’sfine,I’mtheleader,afterall.IfIdon’tstepup,whatrightdoIhavetoholdthisposition?”said

Carterashepointedathisseatinacalmtone.

Truthbetold,Carterwasextremelyterrified.However,hewasalsowellawarethathehadyettooffend

Gerald.Infact,hehadevengivenGeraldhissilentapprovaltoleaveYanambackthen,andhewassure

thatGeraldwouldrememberthat.

AsforwhyhewantedtomeetGerald,CarterwantedtoinquirewhyhehadcometoYanamthistime.

RegardlessofwhateverorwhoeverGeraldwaslookingforhere,Carterwouldsurelyobtainandhandit

orthemtotheyouthinexchangeforpeace.Withanyluck,Carterwouldbeabletoretainhisnew

positionformuchlonger.

“Leader…I…!”saidthepersoninchargeofYanam’sseasbeforehisvoicetrailedoff.Whilehehadno

ideawhatCarterwasthinking,hecouldn’thelpbutfeelthathispreviousopinionsaboutCarterwere

toorashnow.Asitturnedout,theleaderhadbeenplacingYanamfirstthisentiretime.Hell,hewas

evenwillingtoriskhislifeforthecountry!

“There’snoneedtosayanymorethanthat.JustdoasIordered,”repliedCarterashegesturedforthe

mantoleave.



“…Understood!I’llgetsomementobewithyou,justincase!Thatway,ifGeraldtriesanythingfunny,

you’llatleastbeabletoremainrelativelysafe!”declaredthemanbeforeleavingCarter’soffice.

Thesecondheleft,Cartercouldn’thelpbutslumpintohischair.JustthinkingaboutmeetingGerald

madehishandstrembleuncontrollably.Evenso,he’drathertaketheinitiativetolookforGeraldrather

thantheotherwayaround.Doingsocouldatleastminimizethepotentialdamagedone.

Eitherway,Carter’sorderswerequicklyspreadaround,andinnotimeatall,overtenfleetsfrom

Yanam’smaritimeforcessetofftokeepacloseeyeonGerald,everyoneaboardmakingsuretodetail

thelocationofGerald’scargoshipatalltimes.

ItwasonlywheneveningfellwhenGerald’sshipwasfinallyanchoredatYanam’sdocks.Bythatpoint,

asidefromtheoldman,theotherfourhadchangedintonewsetsofcleanclothes.

Thesecondtheywereabouttogothroughcustoms,however,theywereimmediatelystoppedbyten

armedsoldiers.

“Quitethewarmwelcomewe’regetting,don’tyouthink?”saidJobsonwithachuckle,seemingly

unafraidofallthoseguns.Afterall,hehadalreadyseenmuchoftheworld.

“Let’sjustsayIhadsomeissueswiththembeforesothey’realittlescaredofme…”repliedGeraldashe

scratchedthebackofhisheadbeforesighing.

Shortlyafter,thepersoninchargeofYanam’sseassteppedforwardbeforesaying,“Mr.Crawford!Our

leaderwouldliketomeetyou!”

“Carterwantstomeetme?”repliedGeraldwithaslightfrown,recallinghowCarterhadmerelybeenan

executivebeforeGeraldhadgottenridofGodwin.Thinkingback,itwasratherfunnyhowthatdrunken

manwhomGeraldhadcapturedbackthenendedupgettingelectedtobethenextmilitaryleaderof

YanamWhateverthecasewas,themanthennoddedbeforesaying,“Indeed.Pleasecooperatewithus,



Mr.Crawford.”

“Gladly,thoughcouldyouaccommodatemyfriendsforthemeantime?”repliedGerald.

“We’vealreadyconsideredthat.Withthatsaid,pleasecomewithme,ladiesandgentlemen.I’llbe

leadingyoutoyourguestroomstorestinthemeantime,”saidthemanasheturnedtolookatAiden

andtheothers.
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Feelingachillrundownhisspine,Carterfoughttheurgetofleebeforegesturingforthemen

surroundingGeraldtoleaveashesaid,“Leaveusbe.”

Hearingthat,thesoldiersgaveasalutebeforeleavingtheoffice.

Thesecondtheyweregone,Carterquicklyclosedthedoor.GulpingashewalkedtowardGeraldand

handedhimacigarette,Carterthensaid,“Um…So…Whyexactlyhaveyoureturned,Gerald…?I-If

there’sanythingoranyoneyouneed,justsaythewordandI’llhelpobtainthemforyou…!”

Lightingthecigarettebeforesittingonthecouch,Geraldthencrossedhislegsbeforereplying,“I’mnot

lookingforanyoneoranything.”

“H-huh…?Then…Whyareyouhere…?”whimperedtheterrifiedCarter.

“I’mjustheretosightsee.OramInotwelcomehere?Justsoyouknow,Istillhavethegreencardissued

byyourgovernment,”saidGerald,amusedbyCarter’shypervigilance.Thismanwasincomparableto

Godwin!

“O-ofcourseyouare…!Iwelcomeyouifyou’rejusthereforthat…!”repliedCarterasheplacedhis

handstogether.



“Goodtohear.Anyway,ifthere’snothingelse,I’llbetakingmyleavefirst,”saidGeraldasheplacedhis

unfinishedcigaretteintoanashtraybeforegettinguptoleave.

“P-pleasewait!”calledoutCarter.

“Whatisitnow?Stopwastingmytime…”growledGeraldwithadeepfrown.

“I-I…Please…isthattheonlyreasonyou’rehereinYanam…?I’mjustworriedformycountry’ssake

afterallyou’vedonehereinthepast…”whimperedCarterwhohadnochoicebuttobehonestsincehe

didn’twanttoaccidentallyangerGerald.

“You’reworried,yousay…?”repliedGeraldashelookedattheterrifiedman.

“Y-yes…YoushouldknowthatI’mtellingthetruthsinceI’vealwaysbeenhonestwithyou…P-please

rememberthatIwasalsotheonewhogavetheorderforyoutosafelyleavebackthen…HadInotdone

that,thepersoninchargeofYanam’sseaswould’vedefinitelycontinuedtryingtoretaliate,you

know…?”stutteredCarterasherevealedanawkwardsmile,clearlytryingtobutterGeraldup.

“Soyou’resayingIshouldstatemytrueobjectiveasthanks?”sneeredGeraldinresponse.

“O-ofcourse,not!I’mjustsayingthatwe’lldefinitelyhelpyouifyouneedanything!Inreturn,Ionlyask

thatyoudon’t…well…goonanotherrampage…”mutteredCarter.
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“Fine,IcametoYanamtolookforsomething,butI’mnotinterestedincausinganyunnecessary

trouble,”repliedGeraldbeforeturningtofacethedooragain.

“T-thenI’ll-”However,beforeCartercouldevenfinishhissentence,Geraldhadalreadywalkedout.



Still,sinceGeraldhadclarifiedthathewasn’theretocausetrouble,Cartercouldn’thelpbutfeelslightly

relieved.Aslongashedidn’tgooutonhiswaytooffendhim,thenGeraldwouldn’tbeanissuefor

Yanam.Regardless,Geraldsoonmadeittotheguestroomsthatwasn’ttoofarfromCarter’soffice

wheretheothersalreadywere.Thoughtheterm‘guestroom’hadbeenused,thetruthwas,Carterhad

bookedoneofthemoreluxurioushotelsinYanamforthem.Sincetheplacewasusuallyreservedfor

importantpeoplefromoverseas,ifonedidn’thavetherightconnections,thentheywouldn’tbeableto

staythere,eveniftheyhadthemoney.

Eitherway,theotherswereeatingatthemomentGeraldenteredtheroom.

Seeinghim,Aidenimmediatelyputhisfooddownbeforeasking,“Gerald!WhatdidCarterwantfrom

you?”

“He’sjustworriedthatI’llcauseunnecessarychaoshere.Afterall,hejustgotpromotedtobeingthe

militaryleader,”repliedGeraldasheshookhisheadwithasmile.

WatchngasGeraldthensatbesidehim,Aidencouldn’thelpbutsneer,“Hah!Italldependsonwhether

theypickabonewithusfirst!”

“Indeed.Eitherway,allofyoushouldrestupforthenight.Fortomorrow,I’llhaveMasterGhostcome

alongwithme.Aiden,Fujiko,andSeniorJobson,youthreecancontinuerestinghere,”repliedGerald,

nottakingCarterwhowasnowherenearasbigathreatasGodwinwasseriouslyatall.AslongasCarter

madeonewrongmove,Geraldcouldeasilygetridofhim.

“I’llbecomingalong,”saidtheoldman.

“Alright,”repliedGerald,knowinghowknowledgeableandexperiencedJobsonwas.Hell,thoughthe

probabilitywaslow,therewasalwaysachancethatJobsonwouldnoticesomethingthatGeraldmissed

whiletheywereintheancientruins.Eitherway,oncedinnerwasover,everyonereturnedtotheir



respectiveroomstorest.

Lyingonhisbedthatwasrightnexttothewindow,Geraldtookapeekoutsideandsawthatseveral

Yanamsoldierswereguardingthehotel’sentrance.Notevenbotheringaboutthem,Geraldthenturned

tofacethevast,silentoceanbeforelookingatthecloudyandmoonlessnightsky.

“We’regoingtohaveheavyraintomorrow…”mutteredGeraldashelitacigarette.

Justsecondsafterhebeganpuffingonit,afewraindropsfellagainstthewindowpane.Soonenough,

torrentialrainbegancrashingdown.Despitetheheavyrain,theYanamsoldiersseemedcompletely

unfazedastheycontinuedpatrollingthearea.

Staringatthefallingrain,Geraldwasremindedofthenighthisfamilywaskidnapped.Drenchedinrain

uponreturninghome,Geraldhadnoideawhathadhappenedtohisfamilytillheeventuallyrescued

MasterGhostandfoundout.

Puttinghishandstogether,Geraldthenclosedhiseyeswhilefacingtheskybeforewishing,“Maythings

gosmoothlythistime…ThesoonerIgettosavethem,thebetter…”

Thesecondhissentenceended,thunderranginthesky,followedbyaboltoflightningthat

momentarilylitthedarkskyup.
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Darylappearedinhisdreamsthatnight,andtheoldmankeptontalkingaboutGerald’schildhoodtill

themomentGeraldfinallyawokefromhisnightmare.Evenashepantedvigorouslyuponwakingup,

Geraldcouldn’thelpbutcheckhissurroundings.Ithadallfeltsoreal.Oncehecalmeddownalittle,

Geraldsawthatitwasonlyfourinthemorning.

Lookingoutthewindow,Geraldrealizedthatitwasstillrainingheavily.Knowingthathewasn’tgoingto

getanyfurtherrestthatnight,Geraldthenrolledoutofbedandstoodbythewindow,silentlygazing

out.



Allofasudden,knockingcouldbeheardfromhisdoor.Raisingaslightbrow,Geraldthenlooked

throughthedoor’speepholeandsawthatitwasAiden.Openingthedoor,Geraldcouldn’thelpbut

smileashesaid,“Wellsomeone’searly…”

“Yes,aboutthat…Yousee,Ijustreceivedanurgentmessagefrommysuperior,butbeforethat,doyou

stillrememberMissLawrence?”askedAideninanervoustone.

“Thatunrulyyounglady?Ofcourse,Ido.Youescortedherback,right?”repliedGeraldwhoneededa

momenttoevenrememberher.

“Bingo.WhileIdidsendherback,sheapparentlyreturnedtoYanamalone.Sincethen,nobody’sbeen

abletocontacther.Withthatinmind,mysuperiorhasurgentlyorderedmetolocateher.Following

that,I’mtosafelyescortherback.”MutteredAidenashedoublecheckedifanyonewasnearbybefore

closingthedoorbehindhim.

“Nowwhyonearthwouldshecomehere?”askedGeraldwithafrownasherecalledthetimeheand

AidenhadescortedhertotheGrubbfamily.Hadtheynotsteppedinbackthen,shewould’vesurely

gottendeflowered.

Eitherway,GeraldalsorememberedtellingLindsaytimeandagainnottocontactthatfamily,andhe

wasprettysurethatshehadpromisednottobackthen.

“HowshouldIknow?MysuperiorhasevenaskedtheLawrencefamilyregardingthis,thoughthey

refusedtoexplainwhyshehadreturned.Personally,Iassumeshe’sherebecauseofthatmysterious

keepsakethatshesent.TheGrubbsmayhavesomecontactwiththeLawrencesaswell,sothe

LawrencesprobablyhadnosayinLindsay’sreturn,whichultimatelyresultedinthecurrentsituation,”

repliedAidenwithahelplessshrug.

“Wellisn’tthisinteresting…”saidGeraldwithachuckle.



“Easyforyoutosay…WhatshouldIdo…?”mutteredtheanxiousAiden.

“YoulikeLindsay,don’tyou?”repliedGeraldwithaslightlyraisedbrow.

“…H-huh?Wheredidthatcomefrom…”mutteredAiden,failingtostophimselffromblushing.

“Behonestwithme.”

“That…I’m…nottoosureaboutthat,tobehonest…”repliedAidenasbeloweredhishead.Sincehehad

beeninthemilitaryforsomanyyears,hehadnevertrulyconsideredstartingalovelife.

“Alright,listenup.You,ofallpeople,shouldknowthatmygoalistouncoverthesecretsoftheSeadom

tribeattheancientruinssothatI’llpotentiallybeabletolocateYearningIslandandsavemyfamily.I

trustyouunderstandhowmuchthismatterstome,correct?”askedGeraldaftertakingadeepbreath.

“Ido,”repliedAidenwithaslightnod.

“Good.Now…IfyoutrulylikeLindsay,I’lldefinitelyhelpyousaveher.Afterall,whatarefriendsfor?

However,ifyoudislikeher,thenthisisamatterbetweenyouandyoursuperior.Inotherwords,you’ll

besavingheronyourown.Withthatsaid,what’sitgoingtobe?”askedGeraldinasolemntone.
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“I…Don’tknow…”mutteredAiden,clearlyconflictedaboutthewholematter.Whilehewasn’tsureifhe

reallylikedher,hedidfeelgreatuneasethesecondhissuperiortoldhimthatLindsayhadgonemissing.

Afterall,hisfirstreactionwastoupdateGeraldaboutthisdespitetheungodlyhour!

“Ifthat’sthecase,remindyoursuperiorsthatyou’recurrentlyonvacationandtellthemtosend

someoneelsetosaveher.Ifyou’renotseriousabouther,thenstaywithme.I’llneedallthehelpIcan



get,”repliedGeraldashelookedoutthewindow.

“But…MissLawrencecouldbeindanger…”saidAiden.

WhilehewouldnormallyprioritizeGerald,thethoughtthatLindsaywaslockedupbytheGrubbswas

makinghimhesitate.However,Aidenwasalsoworriedthatifherushedover,hecouldpotentiallyruin

things.

“Hmm?Didn’tyousayyoudislikedher?”repliedGeraldwithalaugh.Gerald,forone,knewAidenwell

enoughtoknowthatifhedidn’tcareaboutLindsay,hewouldn’thavecomerunningovertotellhim

aboutthisinthefirstplace.Hell,ifthatreallywasthecase,hewould’veprobablyrejectedhissuperior’s

ordersthesecondhegotthem!

Uponhearingthat,Aidenwentsilentforamomentbeforeeventuallysaying,“…Alright,I’vemadeup

mymind.Let’ssaveher.”

“Wellsaid.We’llfocusonrescuingMissLawrencefirst,then,”repliedGeraldwithanod.

Whilesavinghisfamilywasimportant,GeraldknewthatLindsay’srescuehadtobeprioritized.Afterall,

hewaswellawareofwhatkindsofpeoplewereintheGrubbfamily.Withthatsaid,ifshetrulyhad

beencapturedbythem,thenanydelayswouldsurelyresultinhereithergettinghurtordefiled.

Shouldthatcometobe,thenAidenwoulddefinitelybebrimmingwithselfreproach,andGeraldreally

didn’twanttoseehisgoodfrienddrowninginsuchgrief.

“Thankyou,Gerald…”saidAiden,pleasedthatGeraldwaswillingtohelp.

Shakinghishead,Geraldsimplyreplied,“There’snoneedforthat.Eitherway,didyoursuperiorprovide



anyhintastowhereshecouldbe?”

Thoughhehadn’tsaidit,GeraldhadbeenkeepingtabswithallthetimesAidenhadremainedbyhis

sidetohelphim.Withthatinmind,nowthatAidenneededhishelp,Geraldwasdefinitelygoingtolend

hisaid.Regardless,Aidenthenshookhisheadbeforesaying,“Unfortunately,no.Hejusttoldmethat

MissLawrencewentmissinginYanam,andthattheLawrencesprovidednousefulinformationaboutall

this…”

“Isee…Well,eithershewascapturedbytheGrubbs,orshemaynotbeinYanamatall,”repliedGerald

ashenarrowedhiseyes.

“That’swhatI’mthinkingaswell,”mutteredAidenwithasigh.

“Thenlet’sstarttheinvestigationattheGrubbfamily’smanor,”repliedGeraldinahelplesstone.Since

hehadkilledFreybackthen,nobodyelseintheGrubbfamilyshouldhaveulteriormotivesagainst

Lindsay.Thoughthatwasthecase,theyreallydidn’thaveanyotherleadsatthemoment,sotheymay

aswellinquiretheGrubbsaboutthisfirst.

“Andtheancientruins…?”askedAiden,feelingslightlyembarrassedforcausingGerald’sgoalstobe

delayed.

“Let’ssaveMissLawrencefirst,”repliedGeraldwithaslightwaveofhishand.

Withtheirmindsmadeup,theduothenimmediatelyleftthehotel.Ontheirwayout,Geraldmadesure

tosendatextmessagetoMasterGhost,explainingthegistofwhereheandAidenwereoffto.Aside

fromtellinghimtorelaythemessagetoFujikoandJobson,Geraldalsostatedthattheywouldreturn

immediatelyiftheymanagedtosaveLindsay.
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Thoughithadalreadybeenrainingforages,therainonlyseemedtogetheavierastheduogotinto

theircar.SinceYanamsoldierswerestillpatrollingthearea,thesecondtheysawGeraldandAiden



leaving,oneofthemimmediatelyreportedthesituationtotheirsuperior.

Meanwhile,Carterwassleepingsoundlywithintheleader’slounge.AfterlearningthatGeraldwasn’t

heretocausechaos,Carterhadbeensorelievedthathehadinvitedseveralexecutivestodrinkwithhim

thenightbefore,whichexplainedwhyhewasinsuchacomfortableslumber.

However,thesnoringmanwasabruptlyawokenwhenhisbutlerburstthroughthedoor,gentlyshaking

Carter’ssleepingbodyasheexclaimed,“B-badnews,Captain…!”

Annoyedthathewassuddenlyawoken,Carterthenyelled,“Getlost!”

“Captain!GeraldandthatspecialforcessoldierfromWestonhavejustleftthehotel!Shouldwesend

ourmenovertokeepaneyeonthem?”repliedthebutlerwhowasn’tintimidatedintheleast.

Undernormalcircumstances,thebutlerwould’vesurelysentpeopleaftertheduowithoutevenneeding

toaskforCarter’spermission.However,sinceCarterapparentlyhadhisownwaysofdealingwith

Gerald,thebutlerrefrainedsincehewasworriedthatsendingtheirmentotailGeraldwouldeventually

ruineverything.

“Let’sjusttalkaboutitonceI’mup…!Withthatsaid,ifyoudon’tgetlostnow,you’reinforaworldof

trouble…!”growledCarter.Sincehewasn’tfullysoberyet,hehadn’treallyheardwhathisbutlerhad

said.Tohim,everythingwassimplygibberish.

“Withallduerespect,captain!Geraldandhisallyhaveleftthehotel…!”repliedthebutlerwhohadno

choicebuttoraisehisvoicealittle.

“Areyoucourtingdeath?!”roaredCarterashefishedforhispistolthatwasbyhisbedbeforeaimingit

atthebutler!



“I-I’llleaveimmediately…!”criedoutthebutlerbeforerushingoutoftheroom.Whileheknewthatthe

halfawakeCarterhadn’tgottenthemessage,thebutlerwasn’tabouttoriskhislifejusttogethispoint

across.

Knowingthathehadsuccessfullygottenridoftheloudbutler,Carterthentossedhispistolontothe

floorbeforelyinginbedagain.Itwasn’tlongbeforehissnoringresumed.

BackonGerald’sside,heandAidencontinuedspeedingtowardtheGrubbfamily’smanor.Thoughthe

wipersweredoingtheirbesttoclearthewindscreen,therainwasabsolutelyhorrendous.Notwanting

toriskcrashingthevehiclesincehecouldbarelyseetheroadbythispoint,Geraldhadnochoicebutto

slowthecardown.

Staringattheonslaughtofrainoutsidehiswindow,Aidenwaspromptedtoask,“DoyouthinkMiss

Lawrenceisindanger,Gerald…?”

“YouknowIcan’tanswerthat,”repliedGeraldashefocusedontheroad.Honestly,haditnotbeena

missiontosavehisfriend’sloveinterest,Geraldwouldn’tevenhaveconsidereddrivinginthisweather.

“Isee…Still,sincewe’vegottenridofPrey,sheshouldbefineifshe’scurrentlywiththeGrubbs.After

all,asidefrombeingherfather’sgoodfriend,LucianisalsoMissLawrence’sgodfather.Withthatin

mind,Ireallyhopethatshe’sthereandthatherphoneisjustbrokenorshejusthasn’tbeenlookingat

it…”mutteredAiden.

“Thatwouldbeforthebest,”repliedGeraldwithashrug.
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WhilethejourneytotheGrubbmanorshould’vetakenthreehoursatmost,itendedupextendingto

fivehoursduetothetorrentialrain.Withthatsaid,itwasnearnoonbythetimetheygottothemanor.

Afterparkingthecar,GeraldcheckedhisphoneandsawthatMasterGhosthadseenhismessage.

PleasedthatMasterGhosthadalsosaidthathewouldrelaythemessagetotheothers,Geraldwas



abouttoleavethecarwhenhesuddenlynoticedaservantrunningtowardhimwithanumbrella.

Outstretchinghishandthatwasholdingontoafoldedumbrella,theservantthenasked,“Goodday,sir.

MayIknowwhyyou’rehere?”

“I’mlookingforMr.Grubbtodiscusssomething,”repliedGeraldashetooktheumbrellaandopenedit.

OnceAidenwasunderGerald’sumbrellaaswell,theservantsmiledbeforeasking,“Pardonme,but

whichMr.Grubbcouldyoubereferringto?”

Asidefromtheliveinson-in-lawandthedaughter-in-law,mostofthepeoplelivingtherewereGrubbs.

“Lucian,”repliedGeraldinacalmtone.

“Oh?You’reheretomeetthemaster?”repliedthestunnedservantwhoquicklystraightenedhisbackto

appearmorerespectful.

“Ishein?Ifheisn’t,there’snoneedtoringhimup.We’lljustwaithereforabit,”saidGeraldasheand

Aidenbeganwalkingintothemanor.

“He’sin.Withhowheavytherainistoday,hedoesn’thaveanyotherguestsvisitingeither,”explained

thebutlerasheloweredhisgaze,notevendaringtolookGeraldintheeye.Afterall,notonlyhadthe

youthdaredtocomeover,buthehadevencalledhismasterbyname!Allthatcouldonlymeanthat

Geraldeitherpossessedahighstatusorhewassomeonehismastertookextremelyseriously.

“Leadustohim,”repliedGerald.



Withthat,theservantinstantlyledthetwotothereceptionroom,wheretheywerepromptlyserved

somehottea.

Ashortwhilelater,Aidenwhohadantsinhispantscouldn’thelpbutsay,“…I’mtakingalookaround.”

IfLindsayreallywaslockedupinhere,hewasgoingtotakeeverychancehecouldtosearchforher.

Frowningslightly,Geraldreplied,“Justremainseatedhere.I’msurehe’llcomesoon.”

“ButI’mworriedaboutMissLawrence’ssafety…!”grumbledAidenashestaredoutthewindow.Not

showingsignsoflettingupatall,therainwassoheavythathecouldbarelyseeathing.

“Evenifshe’shere,haven’twealreadyalertedtheenemybyshowingourselves?Ifyoustartsearching

now,aren’tyoujustmakingitevenmoreobviousthatwe’relookingforher?”repliedGeraldashe

sippedhistea.

“I…didn’tthinkofthat…”mutteredAidenashequicklycalmeddown.

“I’mgladyou’verealized.Nowgetbackhereandhaveyourteawhileit’shot,”repliedGeraldasheheld

Aiden’scupoutforhim.

ThesecondGerald’ssentenceended,Lucianundertheguideofhisservantcouldbeseenenteringthe

receptionroom.Thoughhispantsweredrenchedinrainwater,hedidn’tseemtocareatall,especially

whenhesawGerald.

Instantlybreakingintoasmile,LucianthenwalkeduptoGeraldhishandextendedwhilesaying,“And

hereIthoughtmyservantwaskiddingwhenhesaidyouwerehere!”

“It’sbeenawhile,Mr.Grubb,”repliedGeraldashebeganwalkingtowardtheenthusiasticmanaswell.



“Indeed!Still,whyareyoubacksosoon?Doyouhavesomeaffairstoattendto?Orcoulditbethat…

You’vemanagedtograspthemeaningbehindtheDevotionMirrorandyou’reheretoreturnit?”asked

LucianasheshookGerald’shand.

“You’rethinkingtoohighlyofme,Mr.Grubb.There’snowayI’dbeabletoseethroughthemirrorthis

quickly!Truthbetold,I’veyettoevenscratchthesurfaceofthemirror’ssecrets!”repliedGeraldashe

shookhisheadwithalaugh.
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Thetruthwas,Geraldhadn’tevenlookedattheDevotionMirrorfromthesecondhegotit.Hehad

simplybeentoobusytounravelitsmysteries.Whatmore,themirrorwasn’texactlyasimportantas

Lucianwould’velikedtobelieve,thoughGeraldknewbetterthantotellhimthat.Afterall,anenraged

Lucianwouldonlyspellmoretroubleforhim.

“Ohplease,yourtalent’sexceptional,mister!Afterall,you’rethefirstpersonwho’sbeenableto

retrievethemirrorfromthecave!Sinceyou’veevenobtainedrecognitionfrommyancestors,Ihave

reasontobelievethatit’sonlyamatteroftimebeforeyouuncoveritsmysteries,”declaredLucianashe

shookhishead,makingitclearthathetrustedtheDevotionMirror’schoice.

“Don’tworry,I’lldefinitelysharewhatlieswithinthemirrorifImanagetocrackthecode,”replied

Geraldwithaheartylaugh.

“Ifyoumanagetodoso,you’lltrulybeagreatbenefactortomyfamily!”declaredLucian,hiseyes

glimmeringwithhope.

Accordingtohisfamily’sancestralrecords,anyonewhomanagedtograspthemeaningofthemirror

wouldgainsupremeskillsandcultivationthatwouldthengrantthemeasieraccessinbecomingatop

cultivator.Withthatsaid,ifGeraldsucceededindecodingthemirror,thentheGrubbswouldeasily

becomethelargestandstrongestfamilyintheentiretyofYanam!Actually,sinceallthecultivatorsin

theirfamilywouldbeabletomaxouttheircultivationbythen,forgetYanam,they’dbecomethe

strongestcultivatingfamilyinthecultivationrealm!



Regardless,Geraldthenreplied,“It’salreadyanhonortobegiventhechancetoinspectthismirror…”

Throughouttheirconversation,GeraldhadkepttabsonLucian’sexpressions.Asidefromexcitement,

however,Geraldcouldn’tdiscernanyothervagueexpressions,whichmeantthatLucianhadn’t

kidnappedLindsay.Thoughthatwasthecase,thatdidn’tmeanthattheotherGrubbshadn’tdonethe

deed.

Whateverthecasewas,uponhearingthat,Luciancouldn’thelpbutexclaim,“Youtrulyaremyfamily’s

luckystar,mister!”

“Youflatterme.Speakingofwhich,haveanyweirdincidentshappenedwithinyourfamilyrecently?”

askedGerald.

“Hmm?Everything’sbeennormalasfarasI’mconcerned…Honestly,haveyoureturnedtodealwithmy

family’saffairs,mister?Doesitconcernthecaveorthemirror…?”repliedLucianafterthinkingforabit.

“Let’sjustsaythatI’vereturnedtolookforsomething,thoughitdoesn’tconcernyourfamily.Don’t

overthinkmyearlierquestion,”repliedGeraldwithawaveofhishand,notwantingtoaccidentally

mentionthathewasheretoinvestigateLindsay’sdisappearance.

“Isee…Youscaredmeforamomentthere…However,thereisoneotherthingI’dliketotalktoyou

about…”mutteredLucianafterheavingarelievedsigh.Itwassomethingthathehadrealizedrightafter

Geraldleftbackthen.
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“Goon,”repliedGeraldashemomentarilylookedattheheavyrainoutside.

“Well…I’msureyouknowofmyadoptedson,Frey,right?Yousee,it’sbeenagessinceI’velastseen

him…Heseemstohavejustvanishedintothinair!Itdoesn’thelpthatasfarasIknow,hedidn’thave



anydisputeswithmyotherfamilymembers.Withthatsaid,Iwaswonderingifyouhadbumpedinto

him…”mutteredLucianwithaslightfrown.

InhissearchforFrey,notonlyhadLuciansearchedeverynookandcrannyofhismanor,buthehad

evengonetoalltheplacesFreyusuallywentto.Hell,asidefrommeetingupwithFrey’sfriends,hehad

alsousedallhisconnectionstolocatehissontonoavailevenaftertwoentiremonths.

“Frey?”askedGeraldinacalmtone,thoughhonestly,hecouldn’thelpbutfeelsadforLucian.Afterall,

hehadkilledFreybackinthatcave,andGeraldwasprettysurethatnotevenFrey’sashesremained.

Still,tothinkthatLucianthemightymasteroftheGrubbfamilywouldendupadoptingsuchanevil

son…Howtrulypitiful.

“Yes…WhileIhadinitiallydoubtedthathehadmetwithanaccidentorwaskidnapped,aftersolong,I

justwantnewsabouthimalready…Anynews…”mutteredLucian,hiseyesnowslightlyredandteary.

UnabletobeartellingLucianthetruth,Geraldsimplyreplied,“…I’llkeepaneyeoutforhim.IfIhear

anythingaboutFrey,I’lldefinitelynotifyyou.”

“Iappreciateit.Still,Ihaveafeelingthathe’sprobablybeenkilledbyanaccidentsomewhere…Evenif

that’sthecase,Istillhavetofindhiscorpseinordertogivehimaproperburial…”saidLucianbefore

sighingheavily.Itwasclearthathenolongerhadanyhopethathissonwasalive,andthathewasonly

sayingallthistogetitoutofhissystem.

“Iagree.AsWestoncustomsgo,alldeadindividualsneedtobeburied,”repliedGerald.

Noddinginresponse,LucianthenwipedhistearsawaybeforelookingatGeraldandsaying,“…Either

way,dostayheretilltheraingoesaway…It’sdangeroustodriveinsuchhorridweather…Speakingof

which,yousaidyouwereheretolookforsomething,right?Tellmewhatitis.Igetmymentoobtainit

foryou.”



“Icangetiteasily,sodon’tworryaboutit.Whateverthecaseis,let’stalkaboutitoncetherainstopsin

afewdays,”repliedGeraldashelookedoutside.

“Afewdaysindeed…Well,itdoesn’tseemliketherainwillbelettingupanytimesoon,whynotstay

hereinthemeantime?I’llgetmybutlertocleanupafewofourguestroomslater.Also,you’ve

probablydrivenforquiteawhiletogethere,correct?Youmustbestarving!I’llgetmychefstoprepare

somethingforusrightthisinstant!Wecanjusteatinthereceptionroom,”saidLucianwithasubtle

smile.Gerald’sarrivalhadhonestlybeenthebestthingthathadhappenedtohiminthepastfewdays.

“I’llbetroublingyouthen,Mr.Grubb,”repliedGeraldasheplacedhishandstogetherbeforeLucian.

“Ohplease,you’renotroubleatall!Truthbetold,I’mgladyou’restayinghere!”repliedLucianwitha

waveofhishand.Asitturnedout,Lucian’stemperamenthadundergonequitethechangeeversince

Freydisappeared.

…

“Well,lookslikewe’llbestayinghereforthenextfewdays,Aiden,”saidGeraldasheturnedtofacethe

dazedboy.

Quicklysnappingoutofit,Aidensimplyrepliedwithanod.

Itwasn’tlongafterbeforeservantsbeganappearingwithseveraldishesinhand.TocelebrateGerald’s

arrival,Lucianevengothisspecialwineout,andthetriofoundthemselvesenjoyingtheirmealinthe

receptionroomasraincontinuedpouringoutside.

Oncetheyweredonewiththeirmeals,GeraldandAidenheadedtotheirguestroomsthathad

thoroughlybeentidiedup.ThesecondAidenclosedthedoorbehindhim,heimmediatelyinchedcloser

toGeraldbeforewhispering,“DoyouthinkLucian’sawareofLindsay’sdisappearance…?”



Narrowinghiseyes,Geraldthenthoughtforamomentbeforereplying,“…Idon’tthinkso,no…”
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“Isee…Still,let’sstartinvestigatingtonight.Afterall,evenifLucian’snotawareofit,hisotherfamily

membersarestillhighlysuspicious.Thelongerwedon’tmakeamove,thehigherthechancesofMiss

Lawrencebeingindanger…!”declaredAidenwhodidn’tevenbotherwhisperinganymore.Thoughthe

heavyrainmaskedhisvoicewell,itdidn’tchangethefactthathistonesuggestedthathewantedtoflip

throughtheentiremanortoseeifLindsaywaspresent.

Frowningslightly,Geraldthenreplied,“Calmyourself.”

“LikehellIcan!IfMissLawrenceendsupbumpingintosomeonelikeFreyagain,she’lldefinitelybe

ruined!”grumbledAidenwithasigh.

“Andthat’sexactlywhyyoushouldremaincalm.Howareyougoingtosaveherwithanunclearmind?”

repliedGeraldwhoknewhowAidenfelt.

Afterall,hehadbeenmuchmoreanxiousthanAidenbackwhenMilafirstgotcaptured.AsGerald

wouldcometolearn,untilhecalmedhimself,hewouldn’teverbeabletoresolvehisproblems.

Thankfully,hemanagedtoslowlycalmhimselfovertime.

Whateverthecasewas,knowingthatGerald’swordsmadesense,Aidenthenloweredhisheadwitha

sighbeforesayinginaresignedtone,“Fine,I’lltrytoremaincalm…”

“Attaboy.Now…let’sthinkthisthrough.IfitreallywasaGrubbwhokidnappedLindsay,whowouldbe

ourprimesuspect?”askedGeraldslightlyloudlyduetothecrashingrainashesatatthesideofthebed.

“Frey’smen,”repliedAidenalmostinstantaneously.Hehadalreadyconsideredthatpossibilitywhile

theywerestillinthecarearlier.



“Whiletheydosoundlikethemostplausiblesuspects,whywouldtheywanttocaptureherinthefirst

place?”saidGeraldwithanod.

“That…I…can’tsayforsure…”mutteredAidenasheshookhishead.Itwasclearthathehadn’tthought

thatfarahead.

“Firstoff,Frey’smenonlywentafterherinthefirstplacebecauseofFrey’sorders.Nowthathe’sdead

andthemembersoftheGrubbfamilyhavenoideawherehe’sgoneto,whywouldhissubordinates

suddenlywanttokidnapher?”repliedGerald.

“Imean…whenFreywasabouttodeflowerherthatnight,plentyofhismenwerewithhim…I’msureat

leastsomeofthemyearnedforher…Tome,thataloneisreasonenoughforthemtokidnapher!”said

Aidenasherecalledtheeventsofthatnight.

“Whilethat’scertainlyapossibility,it’salowone.Besides,that’smostlyjustspeculation,”replied

Geraldwithanod.

“Then…WheredoyouthinkLindsayhasdisappearedto?”askedthepuzzledAiden.

“Forone,Idon’tthinktheGrubbshaveanythingtodowithhergoingmissing.However,Idohavea

feelingthattheyhaveotherissuesthattheydidn’treporttoyoursuperior…”repliedGeraldashe

narrowedhiseyes.

“Otherproblems…?Cometothinkofit,backwhenmysuperiorcontactedme,hetoldmethatthe

GrubbshadonlytoldhimthatLindsayhadgonemissingonherwaybacktoYanamandnothingelse…”

mutteredAiden,nowstartingtofeelenlightened.

“Lindsayisn’tafool,Aiden.Afterthatincident,Ibelievethatshe’dhavereportedanysubsequent

journeysshemadetoherfamily.Whatmore,there’sahighchanceshehadmadesufficient

preparationsbeforeevenarrivingattheGrubbfamily’smanor.Withallthatinmind,there’snowaya



similarincidentcould’vetakenplace,”repliedGeraldwithafaintsmile,seeingthatAidenwasfinally

startingtoseehispoint.

“That’sright!Lindsayshould’vetoldherfamilybeforecomingover!”exclaimedAidenwhonowhada

newoutlookonthecase.

“Bingo.Whilewedon’tknowwhethershe’sbeinglockedupinthemanororshe’sjusthavinggeneral

troublesreportingback,IcansayforsurethattheGrubbsaredefinitelyhidingsomethingfromus,”

repliedGeraldasheopenedthewindowbeforelightingacigarette.
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Fromthelooksofit,theheavyrainwasn’tstoppinganytimesoon.

“ShouldweaskthemembersoftheGrubbfamilythen?”askedAidenashefishedhisphoneout,fully

preparedtocontacthissuperior.

“Let’sdoathoroughinvestigationherefirst.Still,ifsheisn’tinthemanor,thenthisincidentisdefinitely

muchmorecomplicatedthanwhatweinitiallyimagined…TheGrubbsmayhaveeitherbeenafraidof

theotherpartywhichwouldexplainwhythey’veremainedquietaboutit,orthere’sjustsomeother

reasonwe’renotseeingyet,”repliedGeraldasheplacedhishandsagainstthewindowsillwhilestaring

outside.

“TheGrubbstrulyareaninterestingbunch…Lindsay’sgonemissingyettheystillrefusetorevealit!Are

theyonlygoingtobesatisfiedoncesomethingbadhappens?”growledAidenasheslammedhisfist

againstatable,wonderingwhatLindsaywasexperiencingrightnow.Ifsheendedupgettingdefiledby

someonelikeFrey,Aidenwasn’tagainstmurderingtheculprit…!

“Ican’tsayforsure,”repliedGeraldasheshookhishead,makingitclearthatevenhehadnoideawhat

theGrubbswerethinkingandwhytheywouldcommitthedeed.

“Then…whatshouldwedonow…?”askedAidenashewalkeduptoGerald.



“Let’sgetsometestfirst.I’lltrygettingsomeinformationoutofLuciantomorrow.Hopefullythat’llclear

oursuspicionsofthefamily,”repliedGeraldashetossedhiscigaretteoutintotherain.

Knowingthatthatwasprobablythebestcourseofaction,Aidensimplynoddedinresponse.

Fastforwardtothenextday,theraindidn’tseemtobelettingupatall.Infact,hadGeraldnotchecked

thetimeandrealizedthatitwasalreadyeight,hewould’vesurelyassumedthatitwasstillinthemiddle

ofthenightwithhowdarkitwasoutside.Regardless,aftergettinghimselfcleanedup,Gerald

immediatelyheadedofftolookforLucian.

Oncetheymetup,LucianinvitedGeraldforbreakfast.Soonenough,thetwoweresittingoppositeeach

otherasservantsservedthemtheirmeals.

Bitingintoaloafofbread,LucianthenturnedtolookatGeraldbeforeasking,“So,hadagoodrest?”

“Therainwasabittooloudformytaste,butImostlysleptwell,”repliedGeraldwithasmile,making

suretocarefullyobserveanychangesinLucian’sexpressiontheentiretime.

“It’llunfortunatelyberainingcatsanddogsinthenextfewdays.Still,thatmeansyou’llgettostay

longerhere.Truthbetold,it’sbeenthelongesttimesinceI’vehadachancetohavebreakfastwitha

youtheversinceFreywentmissing…”mutteredLucianwithasigh.

ThoughhewasawareofFrey’sbadhabits,FreywasstillLucian’sadoptedchild.Inaway,thiswashis

faultsincehehadspoiledFreytoomuchasachild.Hell,hehadevenpromisedtomakehimtheheirof

thefamily!However,thatdidn’tmeanthathedidn’twantFreyaround.Honestly,Lucianwould’vesurely

fallenintomuchdeeperdepressionbynowhaditnotbeenforthefactthathestillneededtotakecare

ofhislargefamily.



“Isee…Couldyoudetailmeontheincident…?”askedGeraldwhohadbeenwaitingforLuciantobringit

up.

“Idon’tknowmuchmyself,thoughitseemsthathevanishednottoolongafteryouguysleftback

then…”repliedLucianwholookedparticularlysaddenedeverytimehehadtotalkaboutFrey.

“Howunfortunate…”saidGerald,expertlypretendingthathedidn’tknowanything.

“Indeed…Afteraboutaweekofattemptingtocontacthimtonoavail,Ifinallylodgedapolicereportto

investigatehisdisappearance.However,asI’vesaid,heseemstohavevanishedintothinair…”replied

Lucianwithaheavysigh.
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“Weretherenocluesleftbehindatall…?”askedGeraldwhowasnowprettysurethatLucianhad

nothingtodowithLindsay’sdisappearance.Afterall,Lucianhadn’trevealedanyoddexpressions

throughouttheirconversation.

“Iftherewereany,wewould’vefoundthemagesago.Whatatragedy…NotonlydoInotknowwhether

myson’sdeadoralive,butevenifhe’spassedon,Ican’tfindhiscorpse!Thisistrulyasdepressingas

thingscanget…”mutteredLucianasheshookhishead.

“HaveyouconsideredquestioningFrey’ssubordinates?Afterall,theywereclosesttohimsotheymay

haveanideaofwhatbefellhim,”repliedGeraldashescratchedhischin.

“I’veaskedthemonmultipleoccasions,buteverytimeIdid,theirresponsesremainedthesame.

Essentially,allofthemsaidthatafterFreyleftoneafternoon,heceasedtocontactanyofthem.That

wasprobablythedayhewentmissing,”saidLucianwhohadalreadyconsideredeverythingthatGerald

hadsuggested,makingitevidentthathehadgoneallouttolocatehisson.

“Isee…”repliedGeraldwithasigh.



“Well,Idon’thavemuchhopethathe’salivebythispoint,soI’monlyhopingthatIcanatleastbury

him.Still,beingburiedabroadisquitefrowneduponbyusWestoners…”saidLucianasheshookhis

head.

“It’ssimplykarma…”mutteredGeraldtohimself.

“Comeagain?”askedLucianwhogenuinelyhadn’tcaughtwhatGeraldhadsaid.

“Hmm?Oh,Isaidit’ssuchapity.Afterall,he’stheheirofyourfamily,no?”fibbedGerald.

“Heis.Thoughhe’smyadoptedson,hischaracterandbehavioraremuchmoreoutstandingcompared

tomybiologicalchildren…He’sbeenhelpingmemanagemyfamilybusinessalotinrecentyears,you

know?AndasfarasIknow,he’snevermadeamistake.Iwasabouttotellhimthathewasgoingtobe

theheiroftheGrubbstoo,butalas,heendedupvanishingoffthefaceoftheearth!”mutteredLucianin

ahelplesstone.

“Trulyapity…”repeatedGerald.

“Well…Let’snottalkabouthimanymore…Speakingofwhich,there’sgoingtobealocalauctionina

fewdays.Icouldbringyouthereifyou’dlike,”repliedLucianwhodidn’twanttosoundoverlysad

beforehisguest.

Afterall,thoughhissonwasmostprobablydead,thefactthatGeraldhadreturnedmeantthatnot

everythingwasalldoomandgloom.

Ashisbutlerhadpreviouslysaid,ittrulywastherightchoiceforhimtohandtheDevotionMirrorto

Gerald.Afterall,notonlydidhetrustthatGeraldwouldn’trunoffwithhisfamily’streasure,buthealso

believedthattheyouthwouldeventuallysharehisfindingswithhimonceGeraldcrackedthemirror’s



code.

Bythatpoint,everyoneinhisfamilywouldundoubtedlybeabletoimprovetheircultivation,andLucian

genuinelyhopedthatthatwouldhelpgivebirthtomoreoutstandingyouthslikeFreywhowouldtry

theirbesttobepartofthefamily.

Eitherway,uponhearingthat,Geraldsimplyshookhisheadbeforesaying,“I’mnotthatinterestedin

auctions.”

“Well,thisisn’tanordinaryauctionbyanymeans.It’sactuallythelargestauctionofthecultivation

realmthat’sheldonceeveryfiveyears!Withthatsaid,lotsofraretreasureswillbethere,andifyou’re

lucky,youmaybeabletogetyourhandsonsome!”explainedLucian.

“…Oh?Thelargestyousay…”repliedGeraldasheraisedaslighteyebrow.

“That’sright.Justsoyouknow,Mr.Lawrenceiscomingalongaswell.Cometothinkofit,it’sbeen

almosttwentyyearssinceIlastmethim…Withthatsaid,meetingLindsaybackthenwastrulyaneye

opener.Tothinkthattwodecadeshadpassedintheblinkofaneye…”mutteredLucianwithasigh.

WiththementionoftheLawrencefamily,Geraldtookadeepbreathbeforesaying,“…Ifit’salrightwith

you,couldyouansweraquestionofminehonestly?”

Chapter2271

“Ofcourse!Askaway!”repliedLucianwithanod.

“Well…MissLindsay…Sheneverreturnedsincesheleft,correct?”askedGeraldwithaslightfrown,

thoughaftertalkingtwicetoLucianaboutit,hefeltthatthemantrulydidn’tknowathingaboutallthis.

Whatmore,withhowfondlyhespokeofLindsay,itwashardtoimagineLuciantobeherkidnapper.



“…Whatdoyoumeanby‘returned’?Weren’tyouandAidentheoneswhocamewithher?”replied

Lucian,clearlystartledtohearthat.

Shakinghishead,Geraldthenreplied,“No,Imeantafterthat…”

“Well…Eversinceyoulefttogether,she’sneverreturned…Besides,Mr.Lawrencenevermentioned

anythingaboutsendinghisniceback…”mutteredLucianinresponse.

“Isee…”

“Though…Where’sthiscomingfrom?CouldsomethinghavehappenedtoLindsay…?”askedLucianina

serioustone.He,forone,wasn’ttheheadofthefamilyfornothing.

“Unfortunately,yes,”repliedGerald.

“What?Whyhaven’tIheardaboutthis?Actually,howdidsheevenmanagetodisappear?Afterall,not

onlydoesshehaveyou,apersonwhowasabletotakeoutthehigheldersofthethreelargestfamilies

inYanam,butshealsohadAidenaspecialforcesagentonherside!”exclaimedLucianasheclenched

hisfists.

“IthappenedafterAidensentherback.Apparently,shereceivedamissionfromherfamilyand

supposedlyreturnedtoyourmanorinYanam.Thatwaswhenshewentmissing,”explainedGeraldinan

indifferenttone.

“Butthat’simpossible!Mr.LawrencenevereventoldmethatLindsaywascomingback!I’llcallhimright

thisinstanttoaskwhatreallyhappened!Howcouldshehavejustdisappearedonherwayhere?And

whyhadn’thetoldmeaboutthisseriousmatter!”exclaimedLucianashegottohisfeetbeforegetting

hisphone.



“Holdit,Mr.Grubb!”repliedGeraldashegrabbedLucian’sarm.

“Withallduerespect,notonlyisMr.Lawrencemylifelongfriend,butLindsayisalsomyniece!Howdo

youexpectmetowaitwhensomethingcould’vehappenedtoher?!”exclaimedLucianwhowas

honestlymoreanxiousnowcomparedtowhenhewastalkingaboutFrey.

“Ifthingswerereallythatsimple,thentheLawrenceswould’vesurelynotifiedyouthesecondLindsay

departed.Afterall,shehadonlymadeitbacksafelybackthensinceAidenwaswithher!”repliedGerald

asheshookhishead.

“AreyousayingthattheLawrencesdon’twantmetoknowaboutallthis?”askedLucianafteraslight

pause.

“WhileIdon’tknowwhat’shappenedbetweenyoutwo,Isuspectthattobethecase.Afterall,weonly

learnedaboutherdisappearancefromAiden’ssuperiorwhowastheonlyonetheLawrenceshad

notifiedabouttheincident.Withthatsaid,AidenandIhadcomehereinthefirstplacetoinvestigate

whethertheGrubbswereinvolvedwithLindsay’scase,”explainedGeraldonceLuciancalmeddowna

little.

“What?Whyonearthwouldwedothat?It’snotlikeshehasanythingparticularlyvaluablethatwe

need…”repliedLucianashefirmlyshookhishead.
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“Well…thatshouldbethecase…”saidGeraldasheraisedaslightbrow.

“Areyouhidinganythingelsefromme,mister…?”askedLucian,curiousaboutGerald’sresponse.

“Thetruthis,FreyhadpreviouslyattemptedtoharassMissLindsay,thoughImanagedtostophimin

time,”repliedGeraldashestaredstraightintoLucian’seyes.



“Thatutterb*stard!”yelledLucian.

“Hmm?Aren’tyougoingtoatleastsuspectmeofslander…?”repliedGeraldwhocouldn’thelpbut

chuckle.

“Unfortunately,whileFreyisgoodwithmostthings,theonethinghe’sbadatisselfcontrol…Ican’t

evencounthowmanygirlshe’sharmed,andeverytimeit’smyjobtocompensatethem…Still,tothink

thathe’dactuallysethiseyesonLindsaythistime…Thatboyreallyislosinghisconscience!Ifhe

succeeded,Idon’tthinkI’deverhavethefacetomeetMr.Lawrencefortherestofmylife!”explained

Lucianwithadeepsigh.

“Isee…Well,sincewe’renowonthesamepage,IadmitthatIhadinitiallysuspectedtheculpritstobe

Lucian’smen.However,fromwhatI’vemanagedtogatherhere,Ibelievethattheymaynotbeinvolved

thistime.Still,sincetheLawrencesaretryingtolimitthenumberofpeoplewhoknowabouther

disappearance,Ihavereasontobelievethatthecaseisn’tgoingtobecrackedthateasily…”replied

Gerald.Bytellinghimallthis,notonlywouldhebeabletocurbLucian’sanxiety,buthecould

potentiallygettheGrubbstoalsohelpinthesearchforLindsay.

“There’snoreasonforhertocomeoverinthefirstplace.Also,asyou’vesaid,Mr.Lawrenceshould’ve

notifiedmeaboutallthis…Whatcouldhebehiding…?”mutteredLucianasheponderedthesituation.

“There’snopointinbroodingoverit.Eitherway,I’dliketomeetupwithFrey’smensothatIcan

completelyruleyourfamilyout.OnceIconfirmthatthey’renotinvolved,Icanheadoffandstart

investigatingelsewhere.Areyoualrightwiththat?”askedGeraldashelitacigarette.

“Ihavenoproblemwiththat,”repliedLucianbeforefishinghisphoneoutandgivinghisbutleracall.

Oncehismessagegotacross,Lucianplacedhishandsonthetableasherackedhisbrains,wondering

whatthehellwasgoingon.

Minuteslater,theduosawthebutlerrunninginwithhisumbrella,thoughtheheavyrainstillmanaged

tocompletelydrenchhispants.Regardless,afterwalkingoverandgivingGeraldanod,thebutlerwas



promptedtoask,“Youcalled,master?”

“Indeed.How’stheinvestigationonFrey’sdisappearancegoing?”askedLucianwithasigh.

“Unfortunately,we’vemadenoprogressevenafterusingallthefamily’sconnections…Withthatsaid,

pleasementallyprepareyourself,master…”repliedthebutlerasheshookhishead.

“Indeed.Well,I’malreadyexpectingtheworst.Eitherway,gocallFrey’smenover.Ihavesomethings

toaskthemabout,”orderedLucianwithawaveofhishand.

“Butmaster,we’vealreadyquestionedthemovertentimesnow…Addingthattothefactthatyou’ve

promisedthemamilliondollarprizeiftheymanagedtoprovideanyclues,I’msuretheywould’vetold

youanythingtheyknewbynow…”mutteredthebutler.
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“Thisisn’taboutFrey…It’saboutLindsay.She’sapparentlygonemissingonherwayhere!Also,since

Frey’sharassedherbefore,Gerald’saskingforhismentocomeovertoseeifthey’reinvolved!”replied

Lucianwithasigh.

“W-what?She’sdisappeared?!”exclaimedthebutler,clearlyshockedbythenews.

“Indeed…Also,ifanyofhismenrefusetocome,callthepolicetoconductasearchonthem!Wehave

toensurethatLindsay’sdisappearancehasnothingtodowithourfamily!”orderedLucian.

Noddinginresponse,thebutlerthenquicklyrangallofthemup,tellingthemtogatherthere.Oncehe

wasdone,however,thebutlercouldn’thelpbutask,“Um…Whyhaven’tIheardthatMissLindsaywas

comingover,master…?”

“Iwasjustmadeawareofthismyself,”repliedLucian.



“Ifthat’sthecase,thenwhywouldtheotherfamilymembersknowaboutthis?CouldoneoftheGrubbs

knowsomeonefromtheLawrencefamily…?”mutteredthebutlerashescratchedthebackofhishead.

“Youmakeafairpoint!Howonearthhadtheyknownaboutthisbeforeus?”exclaimedLucian.

“Mr.Grubb,asI’vesaid,Lindsay’sdisappearancemayhavenothingtodowithyourfamily.Withthat

said,I’mmerelyaskingforFrey’smentocomeovertoconfirmthat,”repliedGerald.

“IfImay,couldyoudetailallthat’sbeenhappening?I’mjustcuriousastohowMissLindsaysuddenly

disappeared.Afterall,notonlywerewenotifiedinadvanceofherarrivalbackthen,butIalso

rememberMissLindsaygettingescortedbyaspecialforcesagentfromWestonthelasttimeshecame

over,”askedthebutler,wonderingwhatchangedthatledtoherdisappearance.

“Well,theLawrencesapparentlynotifiedAiden’ssuperiorsaboutLindsay’sdisappearancewhileshewas

onherwaytoyourmanor.Withthatsaid,weinturnonlyfoundoutaboutallthisthroughAiden’s

superiors.Eitherway,asidefromthat,theLawrencesapparentlygavenofurtherdetails…”explained

Gerald.

“Howabsolutelystrange…”repliedthebutlerashecontinuedscratchingthebackofhishead.

“Whateverthecaseis,Lindsay’sgonemissingwithinYanam,sowehavetofindher!”growledLucianas

heclenchedhisfists.

Shortlyafter,Frey’smencamerunningin,completelydrenchedinrain.Notknowingwhytheywere

calledover,theysimplystoodatthedoor,waitingforLuciantosaysomething.However,Luciansimply

staredatthemwithoutsayingaword,immediatelycausingallofthemtogulp.Hadtheymessedup?

Butthatcouldn’tbe!Afterall,eversinceFreywentmissing,theyhadn’tleftthemanoratall…!



Eventually,thebutlerwhorealizedthatLucianwasn’tgoingtosayanythingsoonwaspromptedtosay,

“So…Doallofyourealizewhyyou’vebeencalledover?”

“Wedon’t…”repliedafewofthemenastheyshooktheirheads.

“I’dlikeyoutoconsidereverythingyou’vedoneinthepastfewdays.Ifyouadmittodoingsomething

wrong,thenyouwon’tbeheldresponsible.However,ifyoucontinuetryingtokeepitasecret,thenI’m

afraidtheconsequenceswillbedire,”saidthebutler.
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“B-butwehaven’tdoneanything!”

“Yeah!We’vebeenstayinginthemanorthisentiretime!Ifyoudon’tbelieveus,youcancheckthe

surveillancefootage!”

“IsthisaboutyoungmasterFrey?Isthereanynewsabouthim?”askedthefrightenedmenastheytried

torememberwhethertheyhadaccidentallyviolatedanyofthefamily’srules.

“Howmanydaysago,Gerald?”askedLucian.

“Aboutaweekago,”repliedGerald.

“Sendsomeonetogothroughallthesurveillancefootagefromthepastweek!Conductthorough

investigationsonanyonewho’sleftthemanorforpersonalmattersinthepastweek!”orderedLucian,

promptingthebutlertobegincallingsomeonetoreviewthefootage.

Eitherway,afterhearingallthat,Frey’smencouldn’thelpbutfeeldumbfounded.Afterall,asidefrom

howseriousLucianandhisbutterlooked,Frey’smenwerewellawarethatLucianbarelyeverrequested

forthesurveillancefootagetobechecked.Withthatinmind,theyknewthatsomethingmajorwas



definitelyhappening.

Oncethebutlerwasdonewithhiscall,heturnedtolookatFrey’smenbeforeasking,“So…Whathave

allofyoubeendoinginthepastfewdays?”

“Aswe’vesaid,wereallyhaven’tdoneanything!Thefootagewillproveourinnocence!”

“That’sright!Still,what’sallthisabout…?Didsomethingbighappen…?”askedoneofthemenwitha

gulp.

“Youdon’tneedtoknow.However,notethattillthismatterisproperlyinvestigated,noneofyouare

allowedtoleavethemanor.Knowthatallyourmovementswithinthemanorwillbemonitoredaswell,”

repliedthebutlerwithafrown.

“Understood!”declaredthemeninunison.Whateverwashappeningwithinthefamily,theywere

apparentlyinvolved.

Regardless,uponhearingthat,thebutlersimplywavedhishandbeforesaying,“Nowleave…”

Noddinginresponse,thementhenleftthescene,disappearingoncemoreinthepouringrain.

Oncetheyweregone,thebutlerclosedthedoorbehindthembeforewalkinguptoLucianandsaying,“I

don’tthinkthey’reinvolvedwithherdisappearance.”

“Let’scheckthefootagefirstbeforejumpingtoconclusions.Eveniftheydidn’tleavethemanor,there’s

alwaysachancethattheysentsomeoneelsetodothedeed!Withthatsaid,I’msuretracesofthecrime

willbeleftbehind!Eitherway,iftheytrulyaretheculprits,Iwon’tbelettingthemofflightly…!”growled

Lucian.



“I’llmakesuretorunathoroughinvestigation,”repliedthebutler.

“WhileI’dliketocontribute,Ionlyknowasmuchasyoudoknow,”saidGeraldwithasigh.Sincehe

didn’tevenknowwhereLindsayhadfirstgonemissing,locatingherwasnearimpossibleatthispointin

time.

Still,sincethiswasforAiden,Geraldwasgoingtodohisbest.He,forone,hadalreadyexperiencedthe

painoflosingMila,andhedidn’twantAidentogothroughthesameagony.

“Still,Mr.Lawrenceisquitethecharacter.Afterall,hisdaughter’sgonemissingyetherefusestonotify

usaboutit!Evenifhehashisreasons,hecan’tjustdisregardLindsay’ssafety…!”
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Knowingthatlookingforherthiswaywasnodifferentfromlookingforaneedleinahaystack,Lucian

couldn’thelpbutfeelslightlyhelpless.Itcertainlydidn’thelpthatthelongertheytooktolocateher,the

higherthechancesofherbeingindanger.

“Then…shouldwejustcallMr.Lawrenceforanexplanation…?”askedthebutler.

“Iattemptedto,butGeraldstoppedmeearlier,statingthatiftheLawrenceswerealreadyrefusingto

elaboratetotheWestonspecialforces,therewaslittlechancethatthey’dgiveusanymoredetails.

Withthatsaid,however,IbelievethatMr.Lawrencemustbeinquiteapickle.Sinceheprobablywon’t

provideuswithanynecessaryinformation,let’sjusttryourbesttosaveLindsay.Evenifwefailtodoso,

attheveryleast,wecansaywetriedourbest.Thatway,itwon’tbetooembarrassingformetomeet

himinthefuture,”repliedLucianasheshookhishead.

“Speakingofwhich,theorganizersforthebigauctionsentusthreeadmissionticketsfortheauctionlast

night,master.Withthatsaid,notcountingthebothofus,we’regoingtohaveoneextraticketdueto

youngmasterFrey’sabsence…”mutteredthebutlerashefishedthreegoldenticketsoutfromhis

breastpocketbeforeplacingthemonthetable.



Hearingthat,LucianthenlookedatGeraldbeforeasking,“Well…Areyouinterestedingoing…?”

“I’dbegladto.Afterall,yousaiditonlytakesplaceeveryfiveyears,correct?”repliedGeraldwithanod.

Whilehehadn’tbeeninterestedinitatthestart,afterbeingtoldthatitwasn’tanordinaryauction,he

figuredthathemayaswelltryhisluckthere.

Besides,whileitwastruethathisprioritywasstilltolearnthesecretsoftheSeadomtribeintheancient

ruinsinordertogettotheislandandsavehisfamily,gettingstrongerwasequallyasimportant.Afterall,

thoughhehadthepoweroftheHerculeanPrimordialSpiritonhisside,hestillwasn’tthatconfident

thathewouldbeabletotakeonDaryl.Hell,hewasn’tevensureifhecouldtakeonWillortheother

Crawfordsthathehadyettomeet.

Regardless,uponhearingthat,Luciancouldn’thelpbutsmileashesaid,“It’sadeal,then.Theauction’s

aweekaway.Ifit’snotaproblem,let’sheadtheretogether.”

Noddinginresponse,GeraldthenleftLucian’sroombeforereturningtohisroomtoupdateAidenonall

thathadhappened.Oncethatwasdone,Geraldthenleftthemanorinhiscar.

Gerald,forone,estimatedthatreviewingallthatfootagewouldtakeatleastthreedays.Sincethe

auctionwasn’ttakingplaceanytimesoonanyway,hemayaswellusethetimetochecktheruinsout.

Afterall,thesoonerhelearnedthesecretsoftheSeadomtribe,thesoonerhecouldplanthingsout.

Still,therainstormwasn’tmakingthingsanyeasierforhim…Intheend,hemanagedtoarriveatthe

forestthroughmemoryinthelateafternoon.Duetothecontinuousrain,however,thesecondhe

steppedout,heimmediatelyrealizedthathewasgoingtobetrudgingthroughamuddypaththeentire

way.Completelydrenchedinamatterofseconds,allGeraldcoulddo

Waswipesomeoftherainwateroffhisfacebeforemakinghiswayintotheforest.Thoughthecanopy

blockedquiteabitofrain,Geraldstillhadtooccasionallywipethewateroffhisfacetoevenbeableto



seethepathbeforehim.

ItwasabouthalfanhourlaterwhenGeraldfinallymadeittothemountaincave.Uponentering,hesaw

boneslitteredalloverthegroundjustlikelasttime,thoughhewaslesscautiousnow.Afterall,theold

manguardingthecavehadpreviouslytoldhimthateverythinginherewashis.

Withthatinmind,thesecondheenteredthecave,theoldman’svoicecouldbeheardsaying,“You’re

back.”

“Iam,senior,”repliedGeraldwithabow,hispalmandfistmeetingeachother.

“Iexpectedyoutoreturninafewyears,notintwomonths.Withthatsaid,haveyoureturnedtofind

something?”askedtheoldmaninamuchkindertonethanbefore.

“Youguessedcorrectly,”repliedGeraldaswalkedfurtherintothecave.
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Aftersteppingonseveralmoundsofbones,Geraldsoonarrivedattheinnermostpartofthecave.

Walkingoutthestonechamber,theoldmanmomentarilylookedatthedrenchedboybeforeshaking

hisheadashesaid,“Arareheavyrain…”

“Indeed…Regardless,I’mherebecause-”

“Stop.Comeoverhereandwarmupfirst.I’llgogetsomedryclothesforyou,”interruptedthemanas

heplacedafingeroverhislipsbeforeheadingfurtherdownthestonechamber.

WhileGeraldhonestlywasn’tevenbotheredabouthiscurrentcondition,sincetheoldmaninsisted,he



simplyshookhisheadbeforefollowinghim.Ashewalkeddownthechamber,hecouldn’thelpbutnote

thatthechamberhadbarelychangedfromthelasttimehewashere.

Regardless,hesoonsawtheoldmanrummagingthroughastonecabinet.Pokinghisheadout,theold

manthentossedabagatGeraldwhilesaying,“Trytheseon.”

BythetimeGeraldcaughtthebag,theoldmanwasalreadytossingsomefirewoodintoabasinnextto

hisbed.Withjustasnapofhisfinger,flamesflaredoutthedrywood,instantaneouslywarmingthe

entirestonechamber.

Naturally,thissurprisedGerald,andhewasmomentarilyspeechless.WhileherememberedJobson

performingsomethingsimilarbackattheYamashitamanor,itwasclearasdaythatthisoldmanwas

evenmorepowerfulthanJobson.

NoticinghowstunnedGeraldwas,theoldmancouldn’thelpbutlaughbeforesaying,“Summoninga

flamelikethatisnothing!”

“ThefactthatyoucansaythatmeansIhavealongwaytogo…”repliedGeraldwithasigh.Afterall,if

anoldmantaskedwithguardingsomeruinswasalreadythisstrong,thenGerald’scurrentcultivation

wasjustthetipoftheiceberg.

“SowhatifI’mstrong?There’snoplaceformetousemypowers!ThoughIguessbeingabletosummon

firewheneverIwantisconvenient…Eitherway,enoughtalk,gochangealreadybeforeyoufallsick,”

saidtheoldmanashesatcrossleggedbythefirewhileextendinghispalmsout.

“But…this…”mutteredGeraldinaslightlyembarrassedtoneashelookedatthebagtheoldmanhad

thrownathim.Geraldfiguredthatalltheoldman’sclotheswerehemprobessincehehadonlyever

seentheoldmanwearingthem,andwhileitdefinitelysuitedGerald’stemperamentasacultivator,

theywerenowinthesecularworld!Ifheworethisout,thenhewouldsurelydrawunnecessary

attention,thusinconveniencinghimtodothings.



“What?Youdon’tlikemyclothes?”askedtheoldmanasbeglaredattheboy.

“Ofcourse,not…”mutteredtheflusteredGeraldasheunwillinglyundressedbeforeopeningthebag

onlytofindhimselfsurprisedsinceitcontainedasetofrathermodernandcasualclothes!Infact,there

wasevenmodernunderwearandsocks!Gerald,forone,wasn’tgoingtocomplain,andhequicklygot

himselfchanged.

Uponhearingthebucklingofabelt,theoldmanwaspromptedtoask,“Well?Doesitfit?”

“Itfitsperfectly,honestly.Still,tothinkthatyou’dforeseemydrenchedarrivalandevengetmethis

fittingoutfit…”mutteredGerald,feelingslightlytouched.

“Ohplease,Ididn’tgetthemforyou.IsimplyboughtthemtolookatwheneverIfeltbored!Asforthe

perfectfit,Iguessyoujusthappentosharethesamemeasurementsasmyson!”repliedtheoldman

withacackle.‘

“H-huh?”saidGeraldasheawkwardlytookasniffathisclothes.
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“Don’tworry,theyhaven’tbeenwornbefore,”repliedtheoldmaninanindifferenttone.

Sheepishlynoddinginresponse,Geraldthenhunghisclothesbythefirebeforesittinginfrontoftheold

manasheasked,“So…DoyouknowwhyI’mhere,senior?”

“DoyouthinkIknowdivinationtechniquesorsomething?”repliedtheoldmanasherolledhiseyes.

“Well…I’mheretouncoverthesecretsofYearningIsland.FromwhatthedescendantsoftheSeadom

tribetoldme,alltheimportantrecordsoftheirtribewerekepthere…”mutteredGeraldwithasigh.



“YearningIsland?Seadomtribe?”repliedtheoldman,lookingslightlyconfused.

Seeingthat,Geraldwaspromptedtoask,“Perhaps…Icouldlookaroundmyself…?”

“Byallmeans.AsI’vesaid,everythinginhereisyourssinceyouhavetheHerculeanPrimordialSpirit

withinyou.I’mjustheretoguardyourbelongings,”repliedtheoldmanashecontinuedwarming

himselfbythefire.

Noddingwithasigh,Geraldthengottohisfeetbeforewalkingtowardthebookshelvesinthestone

chamberwhilesaying,“Forcontext,myparentsandsisterhavebeenimprisonedonthatisland.With

thehelpoftheseamapthatIpreviouslyobtainedhere,wemanagedtofindthedescendantsofthe

SeadomtribewhothentoldusthatthesecretstogettingtoYearningIslandwerewithintheseancient

ruins…”

“Thengoaheadandstartsearching,”repliedtheoldmanwithoutevenliftinghishead.

Hearingthat,Geraldthennoddedbeforestartingtobrowsethroughthemanybooksthere.

Shortlyafter,theoldmanyawnedbeforewavinghishandslightlypromptingthefiretomoveabit

closertoGerald’swetclothesandsaying,“WhileImaybeprying,withyourpower,youshould’veeasily

beenabletoprotectyourfamily.Unless,ofcourse,you’veoffendedsomepowerfulpeopleinthe

cultivationrealm.”

“Inaway.Mygrandfather’stheculprit,”repliedGeraldashemomentarilystoppedflippingthrougha

book.

“Oh?Howinteresting…Areyoutellingmethatyourfamilyfelloutwithyourgrandfather,resultingin

himkidnappingthem?Ifthat’sthecase,whydidn’thekidnapyouaswell?”askedtheoldmanwitha



slightlyraisedbrow.

“Beatsme,”repliedGeraldasheshookhishead.

Wavinghishandfanforawhile,theoldmanthenlaidonhisbedbeforesaying,“Whataqueerturnof

events…Regardless,Ihopeyou’reawarethatyou’vejustlearnedthebasicsoftheHerculeanPrimordial

Spirit.Withthatsaid,ifyourgrandfatherisreallystrong,youmaynotbehisopponent.”

“Evenso,Istillhavetotry,”repliedGeraldashegrittedhisteeth,knowinghowtruetheoldman’s

wordswere.

“Goodluckfindinginformationonwhateverthatisland’snameisthen,”saidtheoldmanasheclosed

hiseyes.

“YearningIsland,”repliedGeraldinacalmtone.

Uponhearingsnoring,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutturnaroundwithaslightlyraisedbrow.Realizingthat

themanhadfallenasleep,Geraldwentsilent,notwantingtoaccidentallywakehimup.

Followingthat,asidefromtheoccasionalsoundofGerald’sfootsteps,pagesflipping,andthecrackling

ofburningwood,allelsewassilent.Eventheoldmanstoppedsnoringafterawhile.Regardless,

throughoutthatperiod,Geraldmadesuretocarefullyreadthrougheverypagehecameacross,fearing

thattherecordonYearningIslandwouldendupbeingjustasimpleandeasilymiss-ablefootnote.

Unfortunatelyforhim,therewerebookshelvesagainstallfourofthewalls.Fromwhathecouldtell,

therewereatleastahundredbooksoneachbookshelf,anditwashonestlywaymorethanGeraldhad

anticipated.

Truthbetold,hehadexpectedtheoldmantojustgethimthebookthatheneededthesecondhe

mentionedYearningIsland.Sadly,thatsimplywasn’tthecase,andhewasprettymuchforcedtoslowly



flipthroughallthebooksthere.Whileitwascertainlyannoying,thiswastheonlywaytogetthe

informationheneeded.

Afterquitesometime,Geraldfoundhiseyesightgettingblurrierandblurrier.However,hedidn’tdare

stopsincehehadbarelyevenfinishedreadingafifthofthebooksthere.Howfrustrating.

Chapter2278

Justashewasstartingtosmokeandresthiseyesforabit,Geraldheardtheoldmansay,“Foundwhat

youwerelookingfor?”

“Notyet,”repliedGeraldwithasigh.

“Isee.Youshouldknowthatthereareatleastathousandbooksinhere,withmostofthemabout

cultivationskillsandtheothersbeinghistoricalrecords.Withthatsaid,ifyoureallywantinformationon

thatisland,I’mafraidyou’llneedaminimumofhalfamonth,”saidtheoldmanwhilerollingoffhisbed.

“Istherenobetterwaytodothis…?”mutteredGeraldashewatchedtheoldmanwalktowardhim.

“Ofcourse,not!Thoughtheancientruinshaveexistedforoverathousandyears,I’veonlybeenherefor

thepastsixtyofthem.Eventhen,I’veyettotouchasinglebookinhere!”repliedtheoldmanashesat

besideGeraldbeforelookingup.

Stubbinghiscigaretteout,Geraldthengottohisfeetbeforereachingforabookashesaid,“How

troublesome…”

Despitehowtimeconsumingallthiswas,Geraldknewbetterthantogiveup.Afterall,thiswashisbest

shotoflearningthesecretsofYearningIsland.

Regardless,seeingthatGeraldhadresumedreading,theoldmanwentsilentbeforeeventuallydeciding



toheadbacktobedtotakeanothernap.

Wakingupagainsometimelater,hestaredatGeraldforawhilebeforeleavingthecave,hishands

againsthisbackAroundhalfanhourlater,theoldmanreturnedwithafewbags.

MovingastonetableuptoGerald’sback,theoldmanthenplacedthebagsonitbeforesaying,“Alright,

timetoeatYou’llneedtheenergyifyouwanttokeepsearching.”

Realizingthattheseniorhadbroughtfoodback,Geraldthenstraightenedhisstiffneckbeforereplying,

“Iappreciateit,Senior.”

WatchingasGeraldloosenedhismuscles,theoldmanthensatbeforetearingoffachickendrumstick

andasking,“So,doyouonlyplanonleavingafteryou’vefoundtheinformationyouneed?”

“Mostprobably,”repliedGeraldinacasualtone.

“Thenbepreparedtosleepoutside.There’sonlyonebedhere,”saidtheoldmanashepointedathis

stonebed.

“You’rebeingabittoomuch,don’tyouthink…?”mutteredGerald,feelingslightlyspeechless.

“Wereyouthinkingofsleepingonmybedthen?”repliedtheoldmanasheraisedaslightbrow.

“…No,ofcoursenot…”saidGeraldwithasigh.Truthbetold,hedidn’tmindsleepingonthefloor,butat

theveryleast,hewantedtosleepsomeplaceawayfromthewindandrain.

“Speakingofwhich,where’sthegeneralareaofthatisland?”askedtheoldmanwhohadnearlyfinished



eatingtheentirechickenonhisown.

“Northbay,”repliedGerald.

“Finally,afamiliarname.IfI’mnotmistaken,there’sanancientbookabouttheislandsinNorthbayon

thatbookshelf,thoughI’mnotsurewhichbookitis,”saidtheoldmanashelickedhisfingersclean

beforepointingatoneoftheshelves.

“Oh?”repliedGerald,hiseyesmomentarilyglintingwithexcitement.

“Relax,kid,getsomerestaftereating.Youcancontinueonceyouwakeup.FromwhatIcantell,therain

shouldlastforatleastthreemoredays,soit’snotlikeyoucanleaveanytimesoon,”saidtheoldmanas

hetookanotherroastedchickenoutofanotherbag.

Chapter2279

Watchingastheoldmanthenpushedthechickentowardhimwithagrin,Geraldsimplynoddedbefore

saying,“Iappreciateit,senior.”

Bitingintoadrumstick,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfeelthatitwasaspecialtreattobeabletoenjoya

pieceofhotandcrispyfriedchickeninsuchcoldweather.Regardless,oncehehadhisfill,Geraldsatby

thefiretorest.Seeingthat,theoldmanthengotuptostartlookingforthebookthatcontained

informationabouttheNorthbaySea.

Afterawhile,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfeelbored.Staringatthefirebeforehim,hewassuddenly

remindedoftheoldman’sabilitytoconjurefireoutofthinair.SinceJobsoncoulddothesame,Gerald

waspromptedtoask,“Say,senior?Doyouknowanythingaboutninjas?”

“Noideawhattheyare,”repliedtheoldmanashepickedanotherdustybookupbeforestartingtoflip

throughit.



“Isee…Well,backwhenIwasinJapan,Imetanelderwhowascapableofsummoningfireoutofthin

air,justlikeyou,”saidGerald.

Pausingforamoment,theoldmanthenreplied,“He’sprettystrong,then.”

“Indeed…IwonderwhenI’llgettothatlevel,”saidGeraldashelookedathispalm,tryingtofigureout

howitwasdone.Afterall,creatingfireoutofthinairwasalmostmagicalinnature.

“You’llfindoutonceyoubetterunderstandtheHerculeanPrimordialSpiritorDevotionMirror,”replied

theoldmanashepointedatGerald’schest.

Lookingatwheretheoldmanwaspointingat,Geraldrealizedthathewaspointingdirectlyathis

supposedlywellhiddenmirror!FromthemomenthehadlefttheGrubbmanor,Geraldhadkeptthe

mirrorclosetohimatalltimes,fearingthathemightaccidentallyloseit.

However,thoughhehadn’tmentioneditfromthemomentheenteredthecave,theoldmanhad

apparentlyknownaboutitfromtheverystart!Fullyawarethathehadalsobeenparticularlycarefulto

concealitwhilechangingearlier,thesurprisedGeraldcouldn’thelpbutmutter,“Senior,you…”

“You’rewonderingwhyIknowyouhavethemirror,correct?”repliedtheoldmanwithasmirkashe

casuallytossedthebookinhishandtothetopoftheshelf.

WatchingasGeraldnoddedinresponse,theoldmanthenaddedinaratherdisdainfultone,“IfIwas

abletodetectyourHerculeanPrimordialSpirit,whatmakesyouthinkthatyoucanhidetheDevotion

Mirrorfromme?It’snothingspecial!”

ThewayhesaiditmadeitsoundliketheGrubbfamily’sancestraltreasurewasnothingmorethana

commoncabbage.



Afterponderingforamoment,Geraldthenasked,“Then…DoyouandtheoldseniorImentioned

possesspowersstrongerthantheHerculeanPrimordialSpirit?”

“Negative.Incaseyouhaven’tnoticed,theHerculeanPrimordialSpiritissomethingallcultivatorsyearn

for.IfIhadit,I’dcertainlynotremainstagnantatmycurrentcultivatinglevel.Infact,I’dprobablyhave

advancedtoanotherlegendaryrealm!Regardless,there’snopointtalkingaboutallthistoanewbielike

you,”repliedtheoldmanwithafrown,makingitevidentthathebelievedthatGeraldwouldn’t

understandhimevenifhetriedtoexplainthings.

“Then…WhydoIhavetofullyunderstandthepoweroftheHerculeanPrimordialSpiritbeforeIcan

attainacultivationlevellikeyours…?”askedGeraldwhohadconstantlybeenfumblingthroughouthis

pathofbecomingabettercultivator.Withthatsaid,sinceitwasn’teasytocomeacrosssomeonewho

knewtheirstuffintermsofcultivation,therewasnowayhewasgoingtomissthischancetolearnfrom

theoldman.

Uponhearingthat,theoldmantossedhisbookawaybeforesittingbeforeGeraldandsaying,“Alright,

listenup.”

Chapter2280

“Tocreatefireoutofthinair,youfirstneedtocreatearesonancebetweenyourownpowerandthe

powerofheavenandearth.Withthatsaid,youcanuseyouressentialqitomobilizethenatural

elements.Know,however,thatcreatingfireisoneofthesimplestthings.FromwhatI’veheard,the

greatmastersinancienttimeswerecapableofoverturningmountainsandevenmakingthesunand

moonvanishwithasimplegesture!”explainedtheoldmanwithalonginggaze,knowingthatthatwas

thetruelimitofcultivation.

Unfortunately,acultivatorcapableofthathadn’tappearedinoverathousandyears.Afterall,notonly

didoneneedtobeextremelytalented,buttheyalsoneededtohavegreatskillandluckbeforethey

couldevenremotelysucceedinachievingsuchgreatness.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutmutter,“But…isn’tmakingthesunandmoonvanish

impossible…?”



Gerald,forone,hadreceivedenougheducationtoknowthatitwasliterallyimpossibletocontrolthe

sunormoon.Suchanactionsimplyviolatedthemostbasicofnaturallaws!

HittingGeraldontheheadwithakaratechop,theoldmansimplysnapped,“Didyouseriouslyjusttake

measafool?Haven’tyouheardoffigurativelanguagebefore?!”

WatchingasGeraldwhowasnowholdingontothebumponhisheadgroanedinpain,theoldmanthen

added,“Regardless,onceyoureachacertainlevelofcultivation,you’llbeabletoformaconnection

withthesurroundingnaturalenergy.It’sbeenrainingcatsanddogsforafewdaysnow,right?”

“Indeed…”mutteredGeraldashecheckedonhisclothesthatwerenowfullydried.

“Lookatmypalm,”repliedtheoldmanasheextendedhisdryhand,promptingGeraldtokeepaclose

eyeonitWatchingastheoldmanfrownedbeforemovinghispalmslightly,Geraldwassoonabletofeel

moisturearoundhim.Ashestaredon,Geraldwassurprisedtoseemoreandmorewaterdroplets

formingontheoldman’spalm.Soonenough,therewasenoughtoformasmallpuddle.

Aswaterbegandrippingfromtheoldman’shandandontotheconcretefloor,thestunnedGeraldwho

hadn’twitnessedsuchatechniquebeforecouldn’thelpbutask,“Is…thisnaturalenergyaswell…?”

“Butofcourse!Thisismerelyanexampleofhowmycultivationresonateswiththesurroundingnatural

energy.Withhowheavilyit’sbeenrainingthesepastfewdays,Icouldfloodthiscaveinamatterof

secondsifIwanted!Wouldyouliketoseethat?”askedtheoldmanwithagrinasheclappedhishands

together.

“Pleasedon’t!”yelledGerald,knowingthatthiscavewasfilledwithhispossessions.Iftheoldmanreally

decidedtofloodthisplace,thenforgetthetreasuresstoredinhere,he’dprobablylosehisoncechance

oflocatingYearningIsland!

“Heh.Eitherway,sinceyouhavetheHerculeanPrimordialSpiritinyourbody,onceyourcultivationgets

tomylevel,you’llbewaystrongerthanme.SinceIcanmobilizethenaturalenergywithinten



kilometersatmylevel,you’dprobablybeabletomobilizeatleastahundredkilometersbythen,”

repliedtheoldmanasheoutstretchedhishandtowardthebookshelfandasplitsecondlater,asingle

bookwaslaunchedfromtheshelftowardhim!


