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Hegrabbedthebooksteadilyandcontinuedreadingafterlickinghisfinger.

Geralddidnotstayidle.Instead,hecleanedupthestonetable,walkedtothepreviousbookshelf,and

startedrummaging.

Meanwhile,intheGrubbfamily,undertheinstructionsofthebutler,thefootageofthesurveillance

systemovertherecentweekwaschecked.

“WhereisGerald?”Lucianglancedatthefootageandturnedaroundtoaskthebutlerbehindhim.

“Master,Mr.Geraldhasgoneoutthismorning,sayingthatheisinvestigatingsomething.Heestimated

thathewouldtakearoundtwotothreedaystocomeback,”saidthebutler.

“Whereistheyoungmanwhocamewithhim?”Lucianasked.

“Intheguestroom.However,thisgentlemanhasnotbeeninaverygoodmood.Hedidn’teatthethree

mealssenttohimtoday.Heonlyaskedforafewcupsofwaterfromtheservants,”saidthebutler.

“Sigh.IguessthehigherupsfromWestonmusthaveputpressureonhimtogetLindsayoutsafelyof

Yanam.Still,withtheinformationwehavenow,letalonesaveher,wedon’tevenknowwhoabducted

herandwheresheis.”

Lucianputhishandsonthetableandsighed.



“Master,shouldweaskforhelpinyournamefromafewfamiliesandconsortiathatareclosetousto

investigateiftherehavebeenanykidnappingcasesoranystrangesituationsrecently?”

Althoughthebutlerhadbeenworkingunderorders,hehadbeenthinkingabouthowtosolvethis

matterallthetime.

“You’reright.Yougoandhandleitinmyname.”

Lucianfrowned,andafterthinkingitoverforawhile,hesaidimmediately,“Right,goandcallthespecial

forcesagentover.SinceGeraldisnothere,lethimtakealookatthefootage.”

“Noproblem.”Thebutlerrespondedandleftrightaway.

Afterawhile,Aidenknockedonthedoorandcamein,hisfaceextremelygloomy.Hehadn’treceived

anynewsofLindsayoverthesetwodays,andheevensuspectedshehadbeenkilled.

“You‘reBaker,right?”SeeingAidencomein,Lucianasked.

“Yes.”Aidennodded.

“Hereisthefootageofthemanoroverthesesevendays.Ihaveorderedmymentolookatallofthem

alldaytoday.Nothingstrangewasfound.ItcanalmostruleoutthepossibilityoftheGrubbfamilybeing

involvedwithLindsay’sincident.”

Lucianpointedatthemengoingthroughthefootageonthecomputerscreenashespoke.

“It’snottheGrubbfamily.Then,Whatshouldbethesituation?”AidenbelievedLucian’swords.Afterall,

whentheytalkedaboutthislastnight,hehadbeenpresent.



“Wedon’tknowyet.I’vejustorderedthebutlertoaskthefamiliesandconsortiainYanamwhoare

closetoustohelpinvestigate.Ithinkthereshouldbesomeclues.”

LuciangotupandpouredaglassofwaterforAiden.

“Thankyou,UncleGrubb.”Aidentookitwithbothhandsandnoddedhisheadtothankhim.

“Don’tpressureyourselftoomuch.IfsomethingtrulyhappenstoLindsayandyourhigher-upsblame

you,theLawrencefamilyandIwillprovethatyouhavedoneyourbest.”SeeingAiden’sdejectedface,

Luciancouldn’thelpbutpathisshoulderandcomforthim.

Aidenwasjustaboutthesameageashisownyoungestson.

“No.NothingwillhappentoMissLindsay.”NooneexpectedthatafterhearingLucian’swords,Aiden’s

eyesbecamesternimmediately.Eventhecuphewasholdingwascrackedbyhisgrip.
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LucianwasalittlesurprisedandwonderedwhyAiden’sreactionwassointense,buthedidn’tquestion

thelatteranyfurther.

“WeallknowthatLindsaywilldefinitelynotbeindanger.Don’tworry!”Luciancontinued.

“Bytheway,PatriarchLucian,doyouthinkitcouldbetheworkofthewardepartmentofYanam?”

AidendraggedLucianintoasmallroom,closedthedoor,andaskedinasoftvoice.

“Whatdoyoumean?”Lucianfrowned.



“YoushouldknowthatBrotherGeraldandIhavehadaconflictwiththewardepartmentofYanam

before,right?”Aidengulpedandasked.Eversincehehadwokenup,thisthoughthadbeenonhismind

thewholeday.Themorehethoughtaboutit,themorehefeltitwaspossible.

“Iknow.Geraldkilledthehigheldersofthethreelargestfamilies,andeventheformerheadofthewar

department,GodwinLinwod,hasdisappearedstrangely.Thiswasalsodonebyyouguys,right?”

Luciannodded.ThismatterwasnolongerasecretinYanam.Everyoneknewaboutit,butnoonedared

totalkaboutitinpublic.

“So,coulditbethatthewardepartmentheldagrudgeandabductedMissLindsay,andtheLawrence

familycouldnothavestartedadisputebetweenWestonandYanam,sotheychosetohideitfrommy

higherups?”Aidencontinued.HehadpreparedtobreakthenewswhenGeraldcameback.

“Hmm…”Lucian’sfaceturnedsomewhatgloomy.

Aiden’swordswerenotentirelyunreasonable.Itwasindeedpossibleforthewardepartmenttocapture

Lindsay.Ifthatwasreallythecase,itwasrightforMr.Lawrencetonottellthetruth.

“I’llinvestigatethearmy!”SeeingLucian’sreaction,Aidenwasevenmorecertain.

“Wait,don’trush!”LuciangrabbedAiden’sarm.

“UncleGrubb,wecannotwaitanymore.MissLindsaymaybebeingtorturedevenatthismoment.I

havetosaveherassoonaspossibletoensurehersafety!”Aidenwasveryemotional.

“Howareyougoingtogothere?”Lucianheldhimtightly.



“OfcourseI’mgoingbycar!”Aidenfeltalittlebaffled.

FromheretothewardepartmentofYanam,ittookatleastthreehoursofdriving.Ifhewalkedthere,he

wouldhavenostrengthleftbythetimehegotthere.

“I’mnottalkingaboutthat.”

“AlthoughYanamisnotasstrongasWeston,itisstillawardepartment.Therearecountlesssoldiers

andgunsinside.Withyougoingtherealone,whatotherconsequencewouldyoufaceotherthanyou

gettingkilledbythem?Besides,doyouhaveaguninyourhand?”

LuciansizedAidenupandaskedslowly.

“I…”Aidenwasdumbfounded.Hehadindeedneglectedthisaspect.AlthoughhewastheKingofSoldier,

thewardepartmentofYanamwasnotweakBesides,whenhehadtakenhisleave,hehadalready

handedoverhisgunandbullets.Fromheadtotoe,hedidn’tevenhaveabayonet.

“So,althoughthismaylikelybetheworkofthewardepartment,youstillhavetowaithereatleastuntil

Geraldcomesbacktodiscussthenextstep.”SeeingthatAidenhadcalmeddown,Lucianloweredhis

toneslightly.

“Then,wecan’tjustsithereandwait.BrotherGeraldsaidthathewillcomebackintwotothreedays,

butwecan’tbesure.”AidenknewwhatGeraldwasgoingtodo.So,twotothreedayswastheshortest

estimation,butasforhowlongitwouldtake,itwasnotcertain.

“Howaboutthis?Ihaveafewfriendsinthewardepartment.Wecanaskthemtolookintoit.”Lucian

didn’tknowwhyAidenwassoimpatient,butLindsaywashisniece,sohewouldtryeverythinghecould.

“Thankyou,UncleGrubb.”AidenclaspedhisfistandboweddeeplytoLucian.
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“Thereisnoneedtothankme.IamLindsay’suncle.Youwereonlyorderedtoprotecther.Talkingabout

gratitude,Ishouldbetheonetothankyou.Ithankyouforbeingsoattentive.Evenafteryourmission

ended,you’restillverymuchconcernedaboutLindsay’ssafety.”

LuciangrabbedAiden’shands.Hehadnotseensuchasentimentalyoungmanforalongtime.Although

hewasacquaintedwithsomeoutstandingpeopleinthisindustry,thoseweremerelyprofitoriented

menwhoweregoodatflatteringpeople.

“UncleGrubb,you’dbettercontactthemquickly.Ihonestlyfeelthatthiswasdonebythewar

department.”Aidencontinued.

“Okay,I’llcallthosefriendsandaskthemtofindoutwhatisgoingoninthewardepartment.I’llletyou

knowifIfindanything.”

“However,youmuststayinthemanor.Don’trushoutonawhim.Withyourstrengthalone,evenif

Lindsaywastrulylockedupthere,beforeyoucanevenfindher,you’llbecaught.”Lucianwasstillalittle

worried,sohecontinuedtoadviseAiden.

“Don’tworry,UncleGrubb.Iwillcalmdown.”Aidennoddedinagreement.“Then,I’llgobackfirst.Feel

freetocallmeifyouneedanything.”

“Goahead.”Lucianwavedhishand.

RightafterAidenhadleft,Luciancalledhisfriendsinthewardepartment.InsteadofmentioningLindsay,

hepumpedhisfriendsforinformationaboutthewardepartmentunderthepretenseofchattingand

catchingup.



Inthecave.

Afterafewhoursofsearching,theoldmanfinallyfoundtherecordsabouttheNorthbaySea.Hepatted

ittogetthedustoffandhandedittoGerald.

“ThisistheancientbookwithrecordsabouttheNorthbaySea.Thereshouldbeinformationaboutthat

soand-soisland.Ifitisnoteveninthisbook,youcanonlygoandsearchforthethingsleftbehindby

thatfamily.Asforwhereitis,Itrulydon’tknow.”Theoldmanpoundedhisbackandlayonthestone

bedtorest.

“Thankyou,Senior.”Geraldnoddedingratitude.

Ignoringthedustonit,afterblowingitonce,heopenedthebook.

Itcouldbeseenthatthepapersofthewholebookhadturnedyellowish,andtherewereevensome

tears.Inthebook,therereallywererecordsabouttheNorthbaySea.However,asGeraldflipped

throughit,thesmileonhisfacegraduallydisappeared.

Uponcomparingittotheseamap,Geraldrealizedthattheislandhe,Aiden,andMasterGhosthadgone

towascalledGongIsland.

Evenafterreadingittwice,therewasstillnothingaboutYearningIsland.

“It’snotthere?”Theoldmanleanedsideways.SeeingGerald’sface,hecouldalreadymakeaguess.

“Yes.”Geraldsighedandshookhisheadasheputtheancientbookbackontothebookshelf.

“ThisYearningIslandisindeedwellhidden.Iguessitshouldnotbeanordinaryisland.Areyousurethat

whateverfamilyleftbehindreallyhasawaytofindthisisland?”Theoldmanleanedonhisarm,looked



atGerald,andasked.

“Idon’tknow,butrightnow,thereisnobetterwayotherthanthis.”Geraldshookhisheadonceagain.

Chapter2284

“Then,youcanonlycontinuesearchinghere.ItjustsohappensthatIhaven’tseenasinglepersonhere

fordecades,soyoucanchatwithme.”Theoldmancouldn’thelpbutshowasmileonhisface.

“Didn’tyougooutandbuysomethingjustnow?”Geraldglancedatthegarbagehehadjustcleanedup.

“That’sdifferent.Ifyouwerenotheretoday,Iwouldnothavegoneout.Beforethis,Iwouldonlygoout

onceaweek.IfIkeepstayinginthisstonechamber,Iwillturnintoapsychosoonerorlater.”

Theoldmanrolledoverandsaid,“Someyearsago,therewerestillsomepeoplewhotriedtobreakin.I

couldstillteasethemforfun,butnow,Idon’tencounterthosetypesanymore.”

“Teasethem?”

Geraldraisedhisheadandlookedaroundthecave.Seeingthewhitebonesontheground,hesuddenly

feltacoldshiverrunningdownhisspine.

“I’mjustjoking.”Theoldmanshookhishead.

“Bytheway,didtheformerchiefofYanamcomeherebefore?Ifollowedhimtogethereinthefirst

place.”

Geraldsuddenlythoughtofthepreviousincidentandasked.



“Hewasjuststandingattheentrance.ApartfromcultivatorswithHerculeanPrimordialSpirits,nooneis

allowedtocomenearthisplace.Thisistherulesetbyourancestors.”Theoldmanrolledoveragainand

lookedatGerald.

“ItseemsthatIhavetothanktheHerculeanPrimordialSpiritinme,otherwise,Iwouldhavediedhere.”

Geraldpointedatthepilesofwhitebonesandsaidwithlingeringfear.

“Notnecessarily.Withyourability,it’simpossibleforyoutobargeinbyforce,butIwouldn’tbeableto

stopyoueither.Maybeyouwouldhaveendedupwithsomeseriousinjuriesandrunaway.”Theold

mansizedupGeraldasheresponded.

“Seriousinjury…”Geraldfeltthattheoldmanwastalkingmoreandmoreboldly,sohestoppedreplying.

“Bytheway,Senior.Istillhaveonequestion.”Geraldwantedtosmoke.Whenheputhishandintohis

pocket,hetouchedtheseamapandsaidhastily.

“Justask”Theoldmansaidcoolly.

“Thisseamap.”Geraldtookouttheseamapandwalkedtowardtheoldman.“Previously,Isawthe

YearningIslandonthisseamap,butitkeptmoving,anditonlylastedlessthanaminute.Sincethen,I

haven’tseenitanymore.”

“Youwanttoaskmewhathappenedandhowtomakeitreappear,thenwiththismap,youcanconfirm

theexactlocationoftheislandandfindabetterwaytogetthere?”

Theoldmantooktheseamapandlookedatittwicebeforethrowingitawaycasually.



“That’sright!”Hearingtheoldmansayeverythingthatwasonhismind,Geraldnoddedexcitedlyand

waitedquietly.

“Idon’tknow.”Whowouldhaveexpectedthatthewordsthatcameoutoftheoldman’smouthwould

makeGeraldfeelincomparablydepressed.

“Ithoughtyouwouldknow.”Geraldretrievedtheseamapandputitbacksafelyintohispocket.

“I’mjustaguardianhere,notanencyclopedia.HowwouldIknowanythingaboutthosethings?”Theold

mansatupandtookoutametalboxfromthebedside.Hetookoutapieceofcigarettepaperandputa

handfuloftobaccoonit.Afterrollingandsealingitwithhissaliva,bestuffeditintohismouth.“Doyou

havealighter?”

“Yes.”Geraldtookouthislighterandlitthecigarettefortheoldman.Then,hesmokedonetoo.

“AlthoughIdon’tknowanythingaboutit,fromwhatyou’vesaid,IfeelthatthisYearningIslandisnotan

ordinaryplace.Itshouldbeveryhardtolocateit.Ihonestlydon’tknowhowyourgrandfatherfoundit

inthefirstplace.”Theoldmanspokeashesmoked.

“IfonlyIknew.”Geraldexhaledapuffofsmokeandrepliedslowly.

“Let’scontinuesearching,then.”Theoldmanstretchedouthishandwhichwasclutchingthecigarette

andpointedatthebookshelves.
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Geraldwalkedtothefrontofthebookshelfandcontinuedtosearchwiththecigarettestillinhismouth.

Meanwhile,asGeraldwasstilllookingfortherecordsoftheSeadomtribe,farawayinasecretbasein

theoutskirtsofYanam,Lindsayhadalreadybeenlockedupthereforthreedays.



Shehadbeenlockedupinanalmostpitch-blackprisonwithnolight,andtherewereonlyaboutfourto

fivesquarefeetofspace.Whenshewalkedforward,shecouldfeelthecoldironbars.

“Mealtime!”

Animpatientandnoisyvoicecamefromthedistance.Notlongafterthat,Lindsaysawthelightofa

flashlight.Itwaswiththisfaintlightthatshewasabletoseehersurroundings.

Shewasindeedinaverysmallprison.Thesurroundingsseemedtobeofthesameconstruction,butit

seemedlikeshewastheonlyonebeingheldhere.Lindsayneverheardanyothervoiceorsawanyone

elsesendingfoodtotheothercells.

Justasshewasthinkingaboutthis,aratheroldlunchboxwasthrownintohercell.

“WhereamI?”Lindsaygatheredhercouragetoask.

NotlongafterAidenhadsentherhome,shehadreceivedanorderfromherfathertoreturntoYanam

oncemoretogiveUncleGrubbasurprise,andthesurprisegiftwasinherpocket,wrappedinan

envelope.However,onceshehadarrivedinYanam,themomentshehadgottenofftheplane,shehad

beenambushedfromtheback,andhermouthhadbeencoveredwithawettowel.Nomatterhowhard

shestruggled,shecouldnotbreakfree.Whenshehadwokenupagainfromtheeffectoftheanesthesia,

shewasalreadyhere.

Asfortheenvelopeandotherthingswithher,theywereallgone.Onlyherclotheswereleft.

“Girl,I’mwarningyounottoask,orelseyoumightloseyourlifehere.”Adeepvoicerangout.



“AreyouaWestoner?”Hearingthevoice,Lindsaywasalittlestartled.“AmIinWestonorYanam?”

“Ifyouaskoncemore,yourlifemightjustbetakenaway.”Theotherpartydidnotsaymuchandleft

rightaway.

Lindsaycalledoutafewtimesbutdidnotgetanyreply.Shecouldonlyhelplesslylookforthelunchbox

inthedarkandeatthemediocrefood.Althoughittastedratherbad,ifshedidnoteat,shemightreally

diehere.

Afterdrinkingthewaterinthelunchboxandfillingherstomach,Lindsaystartedthinkingaboutwhyshe

washere.

Nomatterhowmuchshethoughtaboutit,shecouldnotfigureouthowithadhappened.

Herheartwasfilledwithanxietyandfear,andshesuddenlythoughtofGeraldandAiden.Althoughit

wasdangerousbeingbytheirsideandtheydidnottakecareofherastheyoungladyofalargefamily,

shehad,nevertheless,alwaysbeensafe.

LindsayknewclearlythatwitheitherGeraldorAidenbyherside,shewouldnothaveendedupinthis

situation.

Nowthatshewaslockeduphere,shewasnotevensureifshewasinWestonorYanam.Shedidn’teven

knowwhotheotherpartywas.Theonlythingshecoulddowasstayinthissmallspace.

Afterthemanhaddeliveredhermeal,hewentbackthewayhehadcome,upthroughthestairs.She

gottoknowthereasonthisplacewasdarkwasbecauseitwasunderground.

-
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Athickirondoorwasinstalledtothehouseandtheprison,andnotabeamoflightcouldcomein.

“Doyouthinkit’snecessarytotransferallthepeoplelockedupherejustbecauseofthisgirl?”Whenhe

cameup,amanintheuniformofthewardepartmentofYanamasked.

Thesetwopeoplewerethesoldiersofthewardepartment.TheyhadbeenorderedtoguardLindsay.

Oneofthemwasaleaderofasmallteamofthewardepartment,andanotheronewashissubordinate.

“Don’task.Thisisnotwhatweshouldknow.Sinceitisamissionfromthehigherups,weshouldjust

followtheorderwithoutquestion.Becarefulnottogetintotrouble!”Theonewhohadcomeupfrom

theprisonwastheleader.Hearinghissubordinate’swords,hescoldedhimhurriedlyinalowvoice.

“Thereareonlytwoofushere.Besides,Iamjustwhiningtoyou,Leader.HowcanIsaythistoother

people?”Beingstuckherefortwodays,thesubordinatefeltratherbored.

Apartfromthemanwhosentfoodanddrinksontimeeverymorningbycar,hewouldnotseeanyone

elsethewholeday,andnotevenasoundcouldbeheard.

“Anyway,youshouldnottalknonsense.FromwhatIknow,thisisaveryimportantmatter.Whatweare

doingnowisasecretmissionforthewardepartment.Ifyouarenotafraidtodie,youcankeepon

mentioningthis.Ifyougetintotrouble,don’tinvolveme.”

Thecaptainapparentlydidnotdaretosaymuch.Aftersayingthat,hestopped.

Thesubordinatedidnotwanttomakeafoolofhimself,sohestoppedtalking.

Unexpectedly,justaftertheirconversation,acarstoppedoutside.



“Remember,don’tsayaword.Youmightwanttodie,butIdon’t!”Thecaptainremindedhiminasoft

voicebeforerunningtoopenthedoor.

“Iknow.”Thesubordinatenoddedandcleanedupthetablequickly.

Beforethecaptaincouldopenthedoor,thedoorwaspushedopen,andamiddleagedmanwitha

seniorarmbadgeoftheYanamwardepartmentcamein.Behindhim,therewerefourarmedsoldiers.

“Isthereanything?”Oncethemiddleagedmancamein,heasked.

“No.Eversinceshewaslockedup,shehasbeenstayinginthecellobediently.WhenIbringherfood,I

talktoherintheWestonlanguageasinstructed.SheisprobablywonderingifsheisinYanamorWeston

now.”Thecaptainstoodstraightandreplied.

“Good.Whenthisisover,Iwillgiveyouallapromotioninrank!”Themiddleagedmanpattedhimon

theshoulderinsatisfaction.

ThismiddleagedmanwasnoneotherthanthemanwhohadreportedtoCarterLucababoutGerald’s

arrivalinYanamandthepersoninchargewhowantedtosendthefleettogetridofthem.Sincehefelt

thatCarterLucabhadnotdoneanythingafterbecomingthechief,hehaddecidedtosecretlyhandleit

himself.Bythetimehehadgotteneverythingdone,hewouldthentakeCarter’splaceandbecomethe

newchief.Besides,hebelievedthatafterhehadconfessedeverythinghehaddone,thewholewar

departmentwouldsupporthim.

“Thankyou,Sir!”saidthecaptainandhissubordinateinchorus.

“Icameheretodaynotjusttocheckthesituation,butalsototellyouthatfromtodayonward,therewill

notjustbethetwoofyouhere.Iwillsendasmallarmedteamhereeveryday.”Themiddle-agedman

pausedmomentarilyashespoke.



“Isthereanydanger?”Hearingthis,thetwoimmediatelyfeltabitscaredandaskedhurriedly.

“Notfornow.”Themiddleagedmandenied.

Actually,thereasonforhisactionwasverysimple.WhenhehadabductedLindsayafterGerald’s

departurefromYanam,hehadalreadysenthismentokeepwatchontheLawrencefamily.The

momentLindsayhadleft,theyhadfollowedherandcarriedouttheabductionwhenshehadarrivedat

Yanam.

HedidthatbecausehewantedtouseLindsaytomakeGeraldreturnsothathecouldmakehimfallinto

thetrapsthathehadpreparedinadvance.
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AslongashecouldkillGerald,hewouldbeabletoestablishhispositioninthewardepartment.

Still,hedidn’texpectthatGeraldwouldactuallycomeback,andwhenhesuggestedthistoCarter,his

suggestionhadbeenfirmlyrejected.Iftheyhadfollowedhissuggestion,Geraldwouldhavediedatsea

bynow.

Butnow,theyhadletGeraldenterYanam.Herememberedclearlywhathadhappenedthelasttime

Geraldhadcome,sohewasworriedthatGeraldwouldfindthisplace.Afterall,theimpactGeraldhad

givenhimthelasttimewastoostrong.Hehadtobewellprepared.

“Wearenotafraidofanydanger!”Thecaptainsimplydidnotcareaboutwhathewassayingandbitthe

bulletasheagreedtoit.

“Youcangooutandprepare.Doitfast.”Themiddleagedmannoddedandwavedhishandatthe

peopleoutside.



“Yes!”Unexpectedly,apartfromthefewstandingatthedoor,adozenmenfromoutsidealsorepliedin

unison.

“Whatisthis?”Thecaptainaskedcarefully.

“Iamsettinguptrapsaroundthisplace.Youtwodon’thavetogooutforthetimebeing.Iwillsendyou

foodandwaterdaily,”saidthemiddleagedman.

“Understood!”Thecaptainrepliedquickly.

“Issheinside?”Themiddleagedmanpointedattheirondoor.

“Yes,”saidthecaptain.

“Bringmetoher.”Themiddle-agedmanwalkedtowardtheirondoor.

Thecaptaintookafewstepsquicklyandwalkedinfrontofthemiddleagedmantoopentheirondoor.

Then,heilluminatedthepathwithaflashlight.Walkingalongthelongpath,theyfinallycametothecell

whereLindsaywasbeingheld.

“LindsayLawrence.”Lookingatthewomaninthecell,themiddleagedmanrevealedasmileonhisface.

ThiswasthebargainingchiphewasgoingtousetothreatenGerald.HeknewthataslongasLindsay

wasinhishand,Geraldwouldstepintohistrapsoonerorlater.

“Whoareyou?”Seeingthelightfromtheflashlight,Lindsaystoodupandasked.

“Youdon’thavetoknowwhoIam.Youjusthavetoknowthataslongasyoustayhereobediently,you



willbedoingmeagreatfavor.However,ifyouthinkofdoingsomethingelse,Iwillkillyouwithout

hesitation.”

ThemiddleagedmanwalkedforwardandtalkedtoLindsayfromacrosstheironbars.

“YouarefromthewardepartmentofYanam,right?”Lindsaystaredattheman,andwhentheflashlight

swayed,shesawthearmbadgeonhisarm.

“That’sright.IamindeedfromthewardepartmentofYanam.Butwhatcanyoudoevenifyouknow

aboutthis?Canyousendamessageoutfromhere?Don’tforgetthatallyourbelongingshavebeen

confiscated.Youcanonlyshout.”

Themiddleagedmanlaughedloudly.

“Okay,then.Iwilljuststayhere.”Afterknowinghisidentity,Lindsayunderstoodthatitwasnousefor

hertosayanything.Sheturnedaroundandsatdownintheinnermostpartofthecell.

“Keepafirmeyeonher.Ifanythinghappenstoher,Iwilltakeyourlives,understand?”Aftertalkingto

Lindsay,themiddleagedmanturnedtothecaptainandspokeinalowvoice.
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“Whatexactlyisheridentity?”Thecaptainlookedattheskinnygirlinthecellandaskedcuriously.

Manypeoplehadbeenheldinthissecretprison,butnoonehadbeentreatedsoseriouslybeforetothe

extentthattheyhadtosettrapsoutside.

“Doyouknowthattherearethingsyoushouldnotask?”Themiddleagedmanglaredathimand

scoldedhiminalowvoice.



Thecaptainshudderedanddidnotdaretosayanythinganymore.

“MissLawrence,wewillmeetagain.Butwhenithappens,itwillnotbeinthisplace.”Themiddleaged

manlookedatLindsay.Aftersayingthis,heturnedaroundandleft.

Lindsaystoodinthecell.Shehadroughlyfiguredoutthesituation.Shewasmostprobablybaitto

attracthistarget,andthetargetshouldbeGerald,whohadmadetroubleinthewardepartmentof

Yanambefore.

Otherthanthat,Lindsayreallycouldn’tthinkofareasonforthewardepartmentofYanamtoabduct

her.

IntheGrubbfamily.

Lucianreceivednewsfromthewardepartment.

“Areyouserious?Wheredidhego?”Afterreceivingthenews,Lucianreturnedtohisroomimmediately

andaskedinalowvoiceintothephone.

“Idon’tknow.Ijustsawhimleavewithquiteafewmen.Heseemedverynervousandcautious.Besides,

whenGeraldcametoYanampreviously,heonceproposedtomakeamoveatsea,butCarterrejected

hisproposal.”

“MaddoxChaberthasbeenverycomplicitandaggressiveeversinceGodwinLinwodwasinpower.Now

thathehasanunthinkingchieflikeCarterLucab,heshouldnotbeabletoresisthisloneliness.”Hearing

hiswords,Luciansaid.

“Yes.AfterCarterbecamethechief,Maddoxhasdonealotofthingsbothopenlyandsecretly.Hehas



theintentionofreplacingthechief.MissLawrencefromWestonismostprobablypartofhisplan,”said

thepersonontheotherendofthephone.

“Okay.Continuetokeepaneyeonit.Callmewheneverthereisnews.IfyoucanfindoutwhatMaddox

istryingtodo,thatwouldbebest!”Luciannodded.

“I’lltrymybest.Maddoxisaverycautiousperson.It’sverydifficulttofolloworpryhim,butI’llseewhat

Icando.”Thepersonsoundedabituneasy,buthestillagreedtoit.

“Sorrytotroubleyou.Iwillthankyouproperlythenexttimewemeet.”Lucianwasverygratefulforhis

help.

“We’lltalkaboutthatlater.Don’tcallmeforthetimebeing.WhenIgetanyclues,Iwillcontactyou,”

saidtheman.

“Noproblem,”repliedLucian.

Hearingthis,bedirectlyhunguphisphone.

Sittinginhisroom,Luciandrankhisteaandbeganmullingoverthephoneconversationhehadjusthad

withthatman.Hewasanofficedirectorinthewardepartment,sohisrankwasconsiderednotvery

high.Still,thatwasnottosaythathisrankwaslow.Hewouldstillbeconsideredpartoftheupperlevel.

WhenLucianhadcometoYanamdecadesago,hehadgottentoknowhimcoincidentally.Itwaswithhis

helpthatLuciancouldestablishhispositioninYanam.Althoughtheyhadnotcontactedeachotherover

severalyears,theywerestillverygoodfriends.

Thistime,whenLucianaskedhimforhelp,heagreedtoitrightaway.



“Whatdidhesay?”Thebutlerstoodbesidehim.WhenhesawLucianhangupthecall,heasked.

“Aiden’sspeculationshouldberight.Lindsay’sdisappearancereallyseemstohavesomeconnection

withthewardepartment,anditisverylikelythatMaddoxistheoneresponsibleforit.”

Lucianlitacigaretteandspokeslowly.
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“MaddoxChabert?Isn’thethepersoninchargeofthesea?Howcanheberelatedtothismatter?”The

butlerwasconfused.

“Youdon’tknowthatwhenGeraldreturnedtoYanam,thewardepartmentknewaboutitatonce.

MaddoxplannedtodirectlyexterminateGeraldatsea,butCarterrefuseditfirmly.IfLindsay’s

disappearancetrulyhassomethingtodowithhim,heshouldbeplanningtousehertothreaten

Gerald.”

“Inthatcase,BrotherLawrenceshouldnotknowaboutthis.Or,ifheknowsalittle,heisunlikelytosay

itdirectly.Afterall,it’sthewardepartmentwhoisresponsible.Ifhereportsit,itwillinevitablymake

thingsevenbigger.”

Luciansmokedhiscigaretteasheanalyzedthings.“Then,wecannotjuststandbyandwatch.Master,I

thinklshouldremindyouofthis.AlthoughourfamilyhasahighpositioninYanam,wecannotfallout

withthewardepartmentbecauseofLindsay.Thatwouldbeverybadforus.”

ThebutlerwasworriedthatLucianmightnotconsiderthisforthesakeofhisrelationshipwiththe

Lawrencefamily.Nomatterhowstrongafamilywas,itwasimpossibleforthemtofightagainstthewar

departmentheadon.Itwouldbelikehittingastone

Withanegg.

“OfcourseIknow.”Lucianrolledhiseyes.



“Then,whatdoyoumean?”Thebutlercontinued.

“Nothinginparticular.IwilljustlethimcontinuekeepinganeyeonthewardepartmentandMaddox

Chabert.Asfortherest,wewillwaitforGeraldtoreturnanddiscussitwithhimbeforemakinga

decision.”Lucianexhaledapuffofsmokeandsaidcoolly.

“Thisisindeedthebestway.”Thebutlernoddedinagreement.

“Bytheway,hastherebeenanynewsaboutFrey?”Lucianraisedhisheadandasked.

“Stillnothing,Master.Isuspectthattheyoungmasterhasalreadybeenkilled…”Thebutlersighedand

shookhishead.“We’vedoneeverythingwecould,but…”

“Enough.Don’tsayit.”Notwaitingforthebutlertofinishhiswords,Lucianwavedhishand.

Heknewwhatitmeant,buthewasnotwillingtobelieveit.Hewassuchanoutstandingadoptedson.

Howcouldhedisappearovernightwithoutevenleavingasingleclue?!

“Doyouwanttocontinuetheinvestigation?”Thebutlerpausedandasked.

“Sigh.Let’sstopfornowuntilafterwesettlethematterathand.”Lucianletoutalongsigh.Whenhe

saidthat,hefeltasthoughhisaurahaddiminished.Hedidnotlookliketheheadofafamilyatall.In

fact,helookedmorelikeanoldmaninthelatteryearsofhislife.

“Understood.”Thebutlernoddedandstoppedtalking.



Inthecave.GeraldwasstillsearchingforthesecretsoftheSeadomtribekepthere.

Onewholedaypassedbyintheblinkofaneye.Althoughtherewaslightcominginfromtheentranceof

thecave,duetotheheavyrain,theskywasdark.Ifhedidn’tcheckhisphone,hewouldn’tknowifit

wasdayornight.

Theonlysoundsthatcouldbeheardvaguelywerethesoundsofthepouringrainandtheoccasional

thunder.

“Notbad.You’vesearchedoneentirebookshelfinaday.Ibetyouwillbeabletofinditinaweek.”

Theoldmanspentmostofhistimesittingcrossleggedonthestonebed,leaningagainstthewallashe

lookedatGerald.

“Don’tmakefunofme,Senior.Pleasehelpmeout.Istillhaveothermatterstotakecareof,andI’m

runningoutoftime.”Geraldsmiledbitterly.Herubbedhissomewhatsorehandandspoke.
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“Lookforityourself.Iamalreadysoold.Myphysicalstrengthhaslongbeenexhausted.”Theoldman

shookhisheadandlitacigarette.

“Whowouldbelievethat?”Geraldsaiddisdainfully.

“Ican’thelpyousearchforit,butifyouareinterested,Icanteachyouhowtomakeyouressentialqi

resonatewiththesurroundingnaturalenergy.”Theoldmanshookhishead.

“Really?”Themomentheheardthat,Gerald’seyesshoneimmediately.However,afterawhile,he

shookhisheadandrefused.“Forgetit.I’lljustcontinuetolookforwhatIneed.”



“Oh?Areyounotinterested?”TheoldmandidnotexpectthatGeraldwouldsaythat.

“I’mveryinterestedinit.”Geraldshookhisheadagain.

“Becomemyapprentice,andIcanteachyou.”Theoldmanthrewawaythecigaretteandsaidseriously.

“Ifitwereanyothertime,Iwouldsurelyagreetoitimmediately.Butnow,Istillhavemanythingsto

settle.Besides,controllingnaturalenergyiscertainlynotsomethingthatcanbelearnedovernight.I

don’thavethatmuchtimetowastehere.”

Geraldtookadeepbreathandsaidwithsomeregret,“Besides,youtoldmebeforethisthatmycurrent

cultivatinglevelisverylow,andIhavenotmasteredthepoweroftheHerculeanPrimordialSpirit

completely.EvenifIwantedtolearn,IamafraidIcanonlylearnthebasics.”

“Ididn’texpectthatyouarestillquiteselfaware.”Theoldmannoddedinsatisfaction.

“Senior,afterIsettleallmymatters,Iwilldefinitelycomebackhereandstudyunderyou.Bythen,it

won’tbeaproblemformetobecomeyourapprentice,”Geraldsaidashecontinuedtopickupthe

dustybooksonthebookshelfandrummagethroughthem.

“Canyoutellmewhatothertroublesomethingsyouhavetosolve?”Theoldmancrossedhislegsand

posedasifhewaslisteningtoastory.

“AfriendofminehasstrangelydisappearedinYanam.Ihavetosaveher.”Sincetheoldmancouldeven

knowabouthisHerculeanPrimordialSpiritandDevotionMirror,Geraldthoughtthattherewasnothing

tohide.Besides,itwasprobablyaverysmallmattertohim.

“Okay.Tellmewheresheisandhowshelooks.Icanbringherbackinhalfaday.”Sureenough,theold



mandidnottakeitseriouslyatall.

“Shedisappearedstrangely.IfIknewwhereshewas,Iwouldhavesolveditalready.”Geraldshookhis

headhelplessly.

“So,shedisappeared.”

“Whydoyoukeepencounteringsuchbizarrethings?”Theoldmancockedhiseyebrowsandlaughed

hoarsely.

“IfIknewthat,Imightnothaveencounteredallthistrouble.”Geraldrandomlygrabbedabookand

flippedthroughit.However,beforehecouldfinishhiswords,hispupilsdilated.

Onthepagehehadturnedto,thewords‘TheRecordsoftheSeadomTribe’werewrittenclearlyonit.

Althoughitwaswrittenintheancientscriptofthetribe,Geraldcouldstillrecognizethemsomehow.

Afterall,hehadseenmanysuchscriptsinthesecretroomoftheFutabafamily.

“Foundit?”SeeingGerald’ssurprisingreaction,theoldmanrolledoutofthebedandaskedashe

rushedforward.

“Thisshouldbetheone.”Gerald’shandswereshakinginexcitement.-
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Aftertakingadeepbreath,Geraldslowlybeganflippingthroughthepages,makingsuretobe

particularlygentleforfearthatthethousandyearoldbookwouldaccidentallyturntodust.

Tohisdismay,however,hecouldn’tunderstandwhatwaswritteninitatall!Atmost,hewasableto

gatherbasedonthecrudesketchesonafewofthepagesthatthebookwasdetailingsomesortof



sacrificialritual,notunlikewhathehadseenontheseamapbackthen.

Carefullyandslightlyexcitedlycarryingthebookovertotheoldman,Geraldwaspromptedtoask,“Can

youreadthis,senior?”

Raisingaslightbrow,hethengavethebookalookbeforeeventuallyshakinghisheadashesaid,

“Unfortunately,Ican’t.However,basedonthesketch,I’massumingthey’reattemptingtosummon

rain.”

“What?Isn’tthisasacrificialritual?”repliedGerald.

“Whateveritis,itdoesn’tmatter.Afterall,thoughyou’vefinallymanagedtofindthebook,youcan’t

makeheadsortailsofit!It’snodifferentfromabrick!”saidtheoldmanbeforelaughingaloud.Tothink

thatafterallthateffort,itwasultimatelyjustawasteoftime.

Chucklinginresponse,Geraldthenreplied,“WhileIcan’treadit,there’ssomeonewhomayjustbeable

to…”

“Oh?Who?”

“Agoodfriendofmine…Regardless,I’msayingthissinceaftergettingtoknowthedescendantsofthe

Seadomtribe,weweregivenaccesstoasecretroomthatcontainedseveralbooksinanunknown

language.However,thisfriendofmineseemedtobeabletoreadthemjustfine,”repliedGeraldashe

thoughtaboutMasterGhost.

“Isee…Perhapshe’llbethekeytocrackingthiscode,”saidtheoldmanwithanod.

“Indeed…Eitherway,I’llbetakingmyleave.I’lldefinitelycomebacktovisitwhenIhavethetime,



senior!”repliedGeraldashecarefullyslippedtheancientbookintohiscoatpocket.Afterplacinghis

handstogetherandbowinginrespect,Geraldthenturnedtoleave.

“Hmm?You’releavingalready?”askedtheoldman,lookingslightlysurprised.

“Yeah!Don’tworry,I’lldefinitelyreturntovisitonceI’mfree!”declaredGeraldratherenthusiastically.

“Aren’tyouatleastgoingtochangebackintoyouroriginalclothes?They’recompletelydrynow!”

repliedtheoldman.

“Justleavethemtherefornow!I’llswitchclothesagainthenexttimeIreturn!”yelledGeraldwhowas

nowsofarawaythatevenallhisshoutingsoundedfaint.

“Howimpatientcanthatboyget…?”mutteredtheoldmantohimselfasGeralddisappearedinthe

distance.

Shakinghisheadwithachuckle,hethenturnedtolookatthepilesofbooksscatteredallovertheplace

beforewalkingtowardthemtostarttidyingup.

Thetruthwas,hehadreadnearlyeverybookinherethroughouthisstay,whichmeantthathehadno

actualissueswithunderstandingthelanguageoftheSeadomtribe.Withthatsaid,hehadonlyliedto

Geraldaboutnotunderstandingsincehewantedtheboytostayforanotherdayortwo.

Still,tothinkthatGeraldwouldactuallyknowsomeonecapableofreadingtheSeadomtribe’slanguage!

Theboywasalsoluckythathehadmanagedtofindtheexactbookheneededinasingleday.

Clappingthedustoffhishandsoncehewasdonerearrangingallthebooksbackonthebookshelf,the

oldmanthenmuttered,“Returnwhenyou’refree?I’llbeluckyifyoustillremembermeaftertenyears!

Thenagain,I’llprobablybedeadbythen…”



Shakinghishead,hethenwavedhishandcausingalargeshaletocoverthecave’sentrancebefore

sittingcrossleggedonhisbed.Closinghiseyes,theoldmanthenenteredacultivatingstate.

Whileitwasstillrainingoutside,itwasmuchlighterthanbefore.Understandingthat,Geraldmadea

maddashtillhegottohiscar.Ignoringhowdrenchedhewasandhowmuddyhisshoeswere,Gerald

immediatelytookhiscoatoffthesecondhegotintothecartocheckonthebook.Thankheavensithad

remaineddry.

Leaningagainsthisseat,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutbreatheasighofreliefashesaid,“Alright…I’vefinally

foundit…”

Oncehehadcaughthisbreath,GeraldbegandrivingoutoftheforesttoreturntotheGrubbmanor.On

hiswaythere,hemadesuretosendatextmessagetoMasterGhost,tellinghimtobringJobsonand

FujikototheGrubbmanoraswell.Therewassomethingimportantthatheneededtoattendto.
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Thoughhehadacceleratedtheentireway,itstilltookGeraldfourwholehourstogetfromtheforestto

theGrubbmanor.Regardless,uponGerald’sarrivalatthemanorataboutninethatnight,hisreturnwas

quicklynotifiedtoLucianwhouponlearningthatinstantlyurgedAidentoheadtothereceptionroom.

Lucianhimselfthenjoggedoutthemanortogetherwithhisbutlertogreettheyouth.

Uponseeingthem,Geraldnoddedbeforeasking,“Goodevening,Mr.Grubb.Havemyfriendsarrived?”

“…Friends?”repliedLucianinaconfusedtoneasheledGeraldtothereceptionroom.

“Iguesstheyhaven’t.Eitherway,dopreparethreeguestroomsforthemsincetheymayneedtostayfor

quiteawhile.Don’tworry,we’llallleaveoncewe’verescuedMissLawrence,”saidGeraldashe

estimatedhowlongitwouldtakeforMasterGhostandtheotherstocomeover.



Justashefiguredthatthey’dbeherebythehour,LucianwhofinallyrealizedhowdrenchedGeraldwas

hurriedlyreplied,“Noproblem,butbeforethat,dogetachangeofclothes!You’resoakedfromheadto

toe!”

Simplynoddinginresponse,Geraldthenfollowedthebutlertoanotherroomtogethimselfchanged.

Takingtheopportunitytogetacoldshoweraswell,Geraldreturnedabouttenminuteslater,looking

fullyrefreshed.

SeeingGerald,Lucianwaspromptedtoask,“So…Didthingsgosmoothly,whateveryouweredoing?”

“Theydid,indeed,”repliedGeraldwithanod.

“Gladtohear.Regardless,whileyouweregone,wethinkwe’vemanagedtofindthepersonresponsible

forkidnappingLindsay!”declaredLucianwithasmile.

“Goon…”

Afterexchangingglanceswithhisbutler,Lucianthensaid,“WebelievethatMaddoxChabertisthe

culprit!”

“Neverheardofhimbefore,”repliedGeraldafterthinkingforawhile.

“Whileyoumaynotknowhim,hedefinitelyknowsyou,”saidLucian.

“…Hmm?Haveloffendedhimbefore?”repliedGerald,understandingjusthowmanyenemieshemust

haveaccidentallymadethroughouttheyears.



“Youcouldputitthatway.Yousee,MaddoxisfromtheYanammilitary,andhe’stheoneinchargeof

Yanam’sseas.FromwhatI’vebeentold,Maddox’sfirstreactionuponhearingthatyouhadreturnedto

YanamwastoproposetoCartertohaveyourlifeendedwhileyouwerestilloutatsea.Sincethatdidn’t

happen,it’sfairtoassumethatCarterdeniedthat,”repliedthebutler.

“Soyou’resayingthathe’scapturedLindsaytothreatenme?”askedGeraldashethoughtaboutit.

“Ibelieveso.Iknowafewpeoplefromthemilitary,andafteraskingaround,itappearsthatMaddoxhas

rarelyappearedatworkinthepastfewdays.Forthosewhomanagedtocatchglimpsesofhim,they

statedthatasidefromhimlookingimmenselyvigilant,Maddoxhadapparentlygottentenreplacement

soldierstofollowhimatalltimesaswell.Whatmore,somealsosaidthathehadtakenafewitemsfrom

themilitary’sequipmentdepartment!”explainedLucian.

“…Itdoesn’taddup,”repliedGeraldafterthinkingaboutallthathehadjustheard.

“Whatdoyoumean?”askedAidenwhohadbeensilenttheentiretime.

“Well,ifMaddoxkidnappedhertothreatenmeafterCarterrejectedhisproposal,Ifindthetimingfor

thattobeabitoff.HowlonghasLindsaygonemissingagain,Aiden?”repliedGeraldasheturnedto

lookatAiden.

“Aboutaweekago.WhileweimmediatelytookactionafterIgotthemission,mysuperiorshadactually

receivedtherequestfromtheLawrencesafewdaysprior,”saidAiden.

“Bingo.Butwe’veonlybeenhereforthreedays,”repliedGerald.
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“…AreyousayingthatMaddox’sactionssimplycoincidedwithyourreturn?Asin,hekidnapped

Lindsaytolureyoubackandfinallydealwithyou,notknowingthatyouwereplanningtoreturn

anyway…?”saidLucianashetappedonhisdesk



“It’scertainlyapossibility,”repliedGerald.

“Indeed…Regardless,I’vealreadytoldmyfriendtokeepaneyeoutonMaddox.Withthatsaid,he’ll

definitelynotifymethesecondMaddoxdoesanythingweird.Withanyluck,we’llsoongetthe

opportunitytotailMaddoxandhopefullybeabletosaveLindsay.So,whatdoyouthink,Gerald?Any

bettersuggestions?”askedLucian.

“Notatall.I’mfinewiththatplan,”repliedGeraldwithanod,knowingthatgoingwithLucian’splanwas

probablytheirbestbetofsavingLindsay,atleastforthemoment

Thesecondhissentenceended,oneofLucian’sservantsenteredtheroomwithadrippingumbrellain

handbeforesaying,“ThereareafewpeopleclaimingtobeGerald’sfriendsatthedoor,master.”

“Howmanyarethere?”askedGerald.

Uponhearingthat,theservantwentsilentforamomentbeforeeventuallyreplying,“Three,Ipresume.

Unfortunately,itwasabittoodarkformetosayforcertain…”

Noddinginresponse,Geraldthensaid,“Invitethemin.”

ThoughLucianknewthatGeraldwouldn’tjustinviteanyonerandomtohishouse,hecouldn’thelpbut

ask,“…Caresharingwhothoseindividualsare…?”

“Ofcourse.Oneofthemisagoodfriend,andtheotheristheyoungladyofJapan’sFutabafamily.Asfor

thethirdperson,he’sanelderfromanotherJapanesefamily.Incaseyou’reworriedabouttheir

trustworthiness,Iknowallofthemwell,Mr.Grubb,”

ExplainedGerald.



“Gladtohear,”repliedLucianashenoteddowneverythingthatGeraldhadjusttoldhim.

Shortlyafter,Jobson’svoicecouldbeheardsaying,“I’veheardthattheGrubbsarequiteinfluentialin

Yanam.Tothinkthatyouwereacquaintedwithsuchagreatfamily!”

UponrealizingthatJobson,Fujiko,andMasterGhostwhowerebeingledintothereceptionroombythe

servantfrombeforewerehere,Geraldimmediatelygottohisfeetbeforegreeting,“SeniorJobson!”

Seeingthat,Lucianquicklygotupaswell,understandingthatJobsonwasnoordinarypersonsinceeven

Geraldrespectedhim.

Asthebutlerimmediatelybeganservingthethreenewfacessomehottea,Jobsonwalkedoverto

Lucianbeforeplacinghishandstogetherandsaying,“Ah,youmustbeMr.Grubb!I’veheardquiteabit

aboutyou!”

BeforeLuciancouldreply,Geraldcouldbeseengesturingtowardtheseatbesidehimashesaid,

“Whateverthecaseis,dotakeaseatfirst,sir.Afterall,I’msurethejourneyherewaslongandtiring.”

Hearingthat,Jobsonthennoddedashe,MasterGhost,andFujikotooktheirseats.Onceseated,Jobson

waspromptedtoask,“So…I’massumingyou’vefoundawaytosavethatmissinggirl?”

“Wehave,thoughit’llprobablybeawhilebeforewemanagetogetanyresults,”repliedGeraldashe

pouredmoreteaforJobson.

HavingafeelingthatGeraldstillwantedtotalkaboutotherthingswiththem,Lucianthenclearedhis

throatashesaid,“Regardless,it’sgettingratherlatesoI’llbeexcusingmyselffirst.Also,yourrooms

havealreadybeenprepared,soonceyou’reallreadytoturnin,justtelltheservantwholedyouinto

bringyouthere.”



Followingthat,Luciangavehisbutlerabriefglance,andthetwothenbeganleavingtheroomwith

umbrellasinhand.

“Thanksforhavingus,Mr.Grubb!”calledoutJobsonjustsecondsbeforeGeraldclosedthereception

room’sdoorbehindthem.

Oncethetwoweregone,Jobson’ssmileinstantlyvanishedashewhispered,“So…Sinceyoucalledallof

ushere,I’massumingyou’vemadeprogressinourmainmission?”
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“Ihaveindeed,”repliedGeraldwithanodasheplacedtheancientbookthathehadguardedcarefully

uptillthispointontothetable.

Frowningslightly,Jobsonthenasked,“…Andthisis?”

Astheothersgotclosertothebookaswell,Geraldcarefullyopeneditbeforepointingatthesquiggly,

wormlikewordsashesaid,“Ifoundthisintheancientruins,andIbelievethatitcontainstheSeadom

tribe’sknowledgeonhowtogettoYearningIsland.”

“Thisbelongstomyfamily…?”mutteredFujikoasshecuriouslylookedatit.

“Itshouldbe.ThoughIcan’treadthelanguage,thewordslooksimilarenoughtotheonesinthebooks

inyourfamily’ssecretroombackintheFutabamanor,”repliedGeraldwithanod.

“Well,yourassumptionwasrightonthemark!”saidMasterGhostaftergettingagoodlookatthebook.

Chucklinginresponse,GeraldthenplayfullyjabbedatMasterGhost’sarmbeforereplying,“Iknewyou

couldreadit!Hurryandseeifthere’sanyinformationregardinghowtogettoYearningIsland!”



ImmediatelyfeelingpressuredbyGerald’swords,MasterGhostimmediatelysaid,“Justtoclarify,Ionly

learnedalittleabouttheSeadomtribefrommymaster.Withthatsaid,I’mnoexpertinthelanguage,so

don’texpectmytranslationtobeperfect…”

Pattinghisback,Geraldsimplyreplied,“Justdoyourbest!”

Noddinginresponse,MasterGhostthentookadeepbreathbeforepickingthebookupandattempting

totranslateit.Uponseeingthat,everyoneinstantlywentquiet,notwantingtoaffecthisconcentration.

Fastforwardtohalfanhourlater,MasterGhostmadeitpastthefifthpagebeforerubbinghisslightly

soreeyesashesaid,“So…FromwhatIwasabletogather,theverystartofthebookdetailshowto

conductoneoftheSeadomtribe’ssacrificialrituals…Withthatsaid,Ibelievethepartsaboutgettingto

YearningIslandshouldcomemuchlateron…”

WatchingasMasterGhostthentookasipofhisteathathadalreadygonecold,Geraldreplied,“That’s

greatprogress!Don’tworry,you’redoinggood.Takeyourtime…”

Followingthat,MasterGhostresumedreading.However,oncehegottothelaterpartsofthebook,his

frownstartedgettingdeeperanddeeper.Ashehadsaid,hewasnoexpertinthelanguage,andit

certainlydidn’thelpthatmostofthewordswerenearindistinguishablesincethebookhadbeeninthat

dampcaveforsolong.

Eventually,however,MasterGhostfinallysaid,“…Alright,soapparently,theSeadomtribehadtoleave

YearningIslandaboutathousandandtwohundredyearsagoduetothearrivalofagroupofpeople

whosuddenlytookovertheirhome…Sincetheinvadershadmasteredtheelementsofwaterandfire,

theSeadomtribehadnochoicebuttoleave…”

“Theinvadersaremostlikelycultivatorsofold…”repliedGeraldashethoughtaboutJobsonandtheold

man’sabilitytobendnaturalforcestotheirwills.



Regardless,uponhearingMasterGhost’sgroanafterheresumedreadingforawhile,Geraldwhohada

badfeelingaboutthatwaspromptedtoask,“…Issomethingthematter?”

“Well…Accordingtothebook,YearningIslandisamagicalplacethatwasformedbytheessenceof

heavenandearth.Withthatinmind,topreventothersfromeasilylocatingit,theSeadomtribehad

placedthesolemethodtogettoYearningIslandontheislandthattheymovedtoafterbeingkickedout

oftheirhome.Inotherwords,you’llhavetofindtheislandthattheSeadomtribemovedtoinorderto

evenremotelygetachancetogettoYearningIsland…”mutteredMasterGhostashelookedatGerald.

Chapter2295

“C-comeagain…?Areyousureyoudidn’tmistranslate…?”repliedGeraldashisexpressionstiffened.

“Unfortunately,whileImaymistranslateawordortwo,IdoubtthatI’dgetanentiresectionwrong…”

mutteredMasterGhostwithasigh,knowingthathistranslationwasprobablyrightonthemark.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldfloppedontohischair,feelingimmenselydrained.

“G-Gerald?!”calledoutAidenasherushedtoGerald’sside.

“I’mfine,Ijust…needamoment…”mutteredGeraldasheclosedhiseyeswhilewavinghishand.This

wassimplytoomuch,evenforhim.

Afterall,everycluehegotonlyseemedtoleadhimfurtherdowntherabbithole.Whilehehadinitially

thoughtthathe’dbeabletogettotheislandbylocatingtheSeadomtribe,thatonlyendedupleading

himtotheancientruinsofYanaminsearchofhisanswer.Despiteallhiseffortstoobtainthisbook,

however,henowapparentlyhadtosearchforyetanotherisland.

Itcertainlydidn’thelpthathe’dprobablyneedtoscourthroughthatentireislandtoevenremotely

standachanceoffindingawaytogettoYearningIsland.Alltheserepeatedletdownswerestartingto

takeaserioustollonhismorale.



Truthbetold,hewasnowmostworriedthathe’dfailtogettoYearningIslandevenafterfindingthe

islandthattheSeadomtribehadrelocatedto.Howmuchlongerdidheneedtowaitinordertoreunite

withhisfamily…?

Lookingatthedisheartenedboy,Jobsonclearedhisthroatashegottohisfeetbeforesaying,“Well,I’m

feelingrathersleepy,soI’llleaveyouyoungpeopletotalkamongyourselves.”

RealizingthatJobsonwasleaving,FujikogaveAidenalookbeforewhispering,“Yousaidyouweresleepy

earlier,right?Let’sheadbacktoourroomstogether.It’sdarkoutside,soI’malittleunsettledtogoout

therealone…”

“I’mnotsleepy…I’mstayingherewithGerald,”repliedAidenwhofailedtogetherhint.

“Oh,forheaven’ssake…!Justcomealong…!”grumbledFujikoassheglancedattheexhaustedlooking

Gerald.

“Fine…”mutteredAiden.Thoughhestilldidn’tgetthemessage,hestillobedientlyfollowedheroutand

withthat,theonlypeopleleftintheroomwereGeraldandMasterGhost.

Ashortwhilelater,MasterGhosttookacigaretteoutbeforehandingittoGeraldandsaying,“Careto

haveone?”

Takinginadeepbreathnowfeelingmuchcalmerthanbefore,Geraldthenfrownedslightlybefore

asking,“Areyousureyoutranslateditcorrectly?”

“Mostofit,yes.So,what’sournextstep?FromwhatIcangather,theislandmentionedbythebook

shouldbetheonewehadpreviouslyseeninthecorneroftheseamap.Theonewherewesawthe

Seadomtribeperformingthesacrificialritual,”repliedMasterGhostwhowasjustrelievedthatGerald



wastalkingagain.

“WhatelsecanIdo?Allwecandoistrylocatingthatislandnext…”mutteredGeraldwithatiredsmile.

“Itwon’tbeeasytolocatethatisland,”repliedMasterGhostashebegansmoking.

“Iknow…Iplantoheadtotheancientruinsagaintoseeifthatoldmanwillbeabletohelp.Afterall,he

wastheonewhohadlocatedthisbookformeinthefirstplace,”saidGeraldashethoughtaboutthe

oldman.

“Areyouheadingoutalready?”askedMasterGhost.

“No,I’lldothatafterwesaveLindsay.Afterall,Ican’tjustpostponethingsnowthatwefinallyhave

morecluesonhercase,”repliedGeraldasheshookhishead.-
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“Gotit,”repliedMasterGhostwithanod.

“Eitherway,let’sputthisincidentasideforthemoment.I’llneedsometimetoconsiderhowtoresolve

theissue,”saidGeraldashepuffedonhiscigaretteaswell,nowcompletelycalm.

Truthbetold,hesimplycouldn’tfigureouthowDarylhadledtheentireCrawfordfamilytoYearning

Island.Afterall,itwasextremelydifficulttoevenlocateandgettotheplace!

Healreadyhadeverythingneededtogettothatisland,right?CouldthepastDarylhavetakenthesame

approachashimtolocateYearningIsland…?Butifthatwasthecase,thenTakuyawould’vesurelytold

himaboutit.Whatmore,theFutaba’swould’vesurelyrecordedsuchamajorincident,butsinceTakuya

hadbeensobewilderedwhenGeraldfirstmentionedthetopic,Geraldwassurethattherecorddidn’t



exist.

Regardless,aftergivinganod,MasterGhostpointedattheancientbookbeforereplying,“CanIkeep

thatforawhile?”

“Whatdoyouintendtodo?”askedGerald.

“I’dliketolookthroughitwheneverIhavethetime.Whilethepossibilityislow,there’salwaysachance

thatImissedsomethingout,”repliedMasterGhost.

“Isee…Feelfreetotakeit,then,butkeepitsafe.Istillneedtoreturnittotheancientruins,”said

Geraldwithanod.Whilethebookwasuselessinhishands,thesamedidn’tapplywhenMasterGhost

hadit.

WatchingasMasterGhostthencarefullykeptthebook,Geraldwaspromptedtostubouthiscigarette

beforegettingtohisfeetwithastretchandsaying,“Well,dogetsomerestfornow.We’llbesaving

Lindsayfirstbeforeresumingourmainmission…”

Afterthinkingthingsthrough,Geraldrealizedthathewasn’tallthatdevastated.Afterall,healready

knewthatitwasn’tgoingtobeeasytosavehisfamily.Thisfailureonlysolidifiedthatthejourneywas

goingtobeacomplicatedanddangerousone.

Hehadn’tobtainedanynewinformationabouttheSunLeagueeither,thoughGeraldwasprettysure

thathewouldonlygettheslightestchanceoflearningathingaboutthemoncehegotridofthe

Crawfords.Whileachievingthatwouldsurelybenopieceofcake,Geraldhadmadeuphismind.He

wasn’tstoppingtillhegottohisgoal.

Eitherway,uponreturningtohisroomandgettingacoldshower,Geraldwasabletoputthosethoughts

awayjustintimeforhimtoturninforthenight.



Fastforwardtothenextmorning,Geraldwasdeterminednottotalkabouttheincidentagain.Withthat

inmind,heimmediatelywentofftolookforLucianandtheotherstodiscusshowtheyweregoingto

getmorenewsfromthemilitary.

“Really?!”exclaimedAidenoncetheywereallgatheredwithexcitementafterhearingLucian’sgood

news.

“Indeed!Rememberthatfriendofmine?HewasabletoeavesdroponaconversationbetweenMaddox

andhissubordinates!”repliedLucianwithanod.

“Hemustnothavewantedtoattractunnecessaryattention.Afterall,hediddoallthisatnight,whichis

rathersuspicious,tosaytheleast…”mutteredGeraldthoughheknewbetterthantoslanderthem

withoutanyevidence.Still,afterobtainingallthisinformation,itwasgettingclearerandclearerthat

thosefromtheYanammilitaryespeciallyMaddoxwereinvolvedinthisaffair.

“Trulyso…Regardless,sincemyfrienddidn’tfollowhimnotwantingtoaccidentallyexposehimselfand

getintotroublewiththemilitary,wedon’texactlyknowwherehewent…”saidLucian.

Chapter2297

Uponhearingthat,Geraldquicklyreplied,“Noworriesthere.AidenandIwilljustheadovertohavea

look.”

“Agreed!”addedAidenwhowould’verequestedtodosoevenifGeraldhadn’twantedhimtocome

alonginthefirstplace.

Hearingthat,Fujikothensaid,“I’mcomingalongtoo!”

“Juststayhere.Don’tworry,I’lldefinitelyaskforyourhelpinthefuturewhenIneedit,”repliedGerald

asheshookhishead.



“But…I’mstrongerthanAiden!”mutteredFujiko,feelingslightlypuzzled.

“Takeintoconsiderationthatwe’llbemakingourmoveatnight.Withthatsaid,it’dbeslightly

inappropriateforyoutobewithtwomeninthedark.Besides,wewon’tknowwhereMaddoxwillgo,so

I’dpreferifonlyAidencamealongwithme,”repliedGerald.

Hearinghowresolutehewas,Fujikohadnochoicebuttoobey.Afterall,sherememberedpromising

himthatshe’dlistentoallhisordersaslongasheallowedhertofollowhimtoYanambackthen.With

thatsaid,she’dratherlistenthantopotentiallygetsentbacktoJapan.

Regardless,pleasedtohearthatGeraldandAidenweresteppingin,Lucianwhoknewhowpowerful

Geraldwasthensaid,“I’llbenotifyingmyfriendaboutthissothattheycancooperatewithyouonce

you’rethere,then!”

IftheytrulymanagedtolocateLindsay,thenthey’dsurelybeabletobringherbackbydawn.

“Unnecessary.AidenandIwilljustwaitattheentranceofthemilitarybase.Speakingofwhich,Ineedto

knowwhathelookslike,”repliedGeraldwho’drathernottroubleothersifhecoulddoithimself.

“Holdon,letmefindapictureofhim,”saidLucianashefishedhisphoneout.Afterscrollingthrough

severalpictures,hefinallymanagedtofindthegroupphotographthathadbeentakenduringanevent

thathadMaddoxinit.

ShowingittoGerald,theyouththentookacarefullookatitbeforereplying,“Alright,I’vememorized

hisface.”

“Gladtohear.Eitherway,thoughyou’reheadingoveratnight,dobecareful.Remember,sinceMaddox

wastryingtolureyouoverinthefirstplace,heprobablyhasallsortsofpreparationstodealwithyou



shouldyouappear!”mutteredLucianafterloweringhisphoneinaslightlyworriedtone.

“Noworries,dealingwithsuchpeopleisapieceofcakeforme,”repliedGeraldwithaheartylaugh

beforepattinghischest.

“Well,I’msurethemissionwillgoswimminglythen!Eitherway,sinceyou’remakingamovetonight,we

mayaswelleatearlysothatyoucanrestabitafterthemeal.”

Seeingthatitwastwointheafternoon,Lucianturnedtofacehisbutlerbeforeadding,“Orderthechefs

topreparesomefood.”

“Rightaway,master,”repliedthebutlerwithanodbeforehurryingout.Abouthalfanhourlater,a

multitudeofdisheswereserved.

Throughouttheirmeal,LucianmadesuretotellGeraldeverythingheknewaboutMaddoxandthe

militaryingeneral.Naturally,Geraldmadesuretonoteeverythingdown.Oncetheirmealwasover,

insteadofheadingbacktotheirroomstorest,allofthemsimplysataroundinthereceptionroom.It

waswhenduskbegantofallwhenGeraldpattedAidenontheshoulder,promptingtheduotoleavethe

receptionroom.

Aftertheyhadleftforawhile,Lucianlookedathisbutlerbeforesaying,“Havesomeofourmenfollow

themfromadistance.Whilethepriorityistokeepbothofthemsafe,shoulddangerbefalltheduo,tell

ourmennottodoanythingrash.Instead,theyhavetoreporttome.”

WhilehewasconfidentinGerald’sstrength,LucianknewthatMaddoxwasnoordinaryperson.With

thatinmind,LucianwassurethatthemanhadsetseveraltrapsupforGerald,andhewassimply

worriedthatGeraldwouldendupfallingintooneofthem.
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“Rightaway!”declaredthebutlerwithanod.Soonenough,eightofthefamily’sstrongermenbegan

tailingafterAidenandGerald.



Throughouttheduo’sdrivetowardtheYanammilitarybase,Aidenkepthisfistsclenched,clearly

worriedaboutLindsay’ssafety.Afterall,whoknewwhetherMaddoxandhismenwoulddoanything

inappropriatetoher.

SensinghowtenseAidenwas,Geraldsmiledsubtlybeforesaying,“Calmyourself.Remember,ourmain

goaltodayistogetafirmgraspofthesituation.Whileit’sbestifwemanagetofindLindsayaswell,

there’snoneedtobeoverlyanxiousifwecan‘tfindheryet.”

Hearingthat,Aidenthentookadeepbreathashereplied,“Gotit.”

“Good.Also,evenifwedocomeacrossLindsay,Ineedyoutoremaincalmandlistentomycommands.

Afterall,notonlyarewestilldealingwithYanamsoldiers,butthere’salsoagoodchancethatMaddox

hasalreadysetuptrapsforus.Withthatsaid,ifyoubehaverashly,there’sagoodchancethatwe’ll

quicklybeoverwhelmed.Bythatpoint,evenifwedomanagetoescape,ournextattempttosave

Lindsaywillsurelybeexponentiallydifficulttoachieve,”saidGerald,knowingfullwellthatAidenwas

pronetobehavingrashly.Itcertainlydidn’thelpthattherewerealreadyafewinstanceswhereAiden

hadnearlyruinedhisplans.

“Gotit!”repliedAidenwithanod.Pleasedtohearthat,Geraldthenbeganacceleratingtothemilitary

base,sendingwateronthedrenchedroadflyingallovertheplace.

Sometimelater,Geraldthroughhisrearviewmirrornoticedseveralcarsfollowingthem.Thoughitwas

stillrainingratherheavily,hewasabletomakeoutthatthosecarsbelongedtotheGrubbs.

Shortlyafter,Aidencouldn’thelpbutsay,“…Haveyounoticedthosecars?They’vebeenfollowingus

forawhile…”

ThoughAidenwasgenerallyplayful,intheend,hewasstillaspecialforcessoldierofWeston.Withthat

inmind,itmadesensewhyhewaseventuallyabletonoticethesamethingasGerald.



Hearingthat,Geraldthenlookedatthecarsonemoretimebeforecalmlyreplying,“They’recarsowned

bytheGrubbs.”

“…Huh?Butwhyaretheytailingus?”mutteredAiden,unabletoseetheconnection.

“PerhapsLuciansentthemoverasbackup,fearingthatwe’dgetintotrouble.Eitherway,justignore

them.Theirpresencewon’taffectus,”repliedGeraldwhodidn’ttakethemseriouslyatall.

Afterall,it’snotliketheywerecapableofhelping.Hell,theycouldpotentiallyendupburdeninghim!

Still,hedidn’twanttotellthemtoleavesinceLucianhadprobablysentthemoveroutofkindness.

Whateverthecasewas,itwasgoingtotakethematleastthreehourstogettothemilitarybase.

ItwasaroundthenwhenMaddoxcouldbeseenpreparingtosendagroupofsoldiersouttocontinue

settinguptrapsneartheareawhereLindsaywaslockedup.Ifeverythingwentswimmingly,thenonce

everythingwassetup,hewouldreleasethenewssothatGeraldwouldlearnwhereLindsaywas.

Followingthat,Geraldwouldsurelycomerescueher.

WhileitwastruethatGeraldwasimmenselystrong,intheend,hewasstillonlyahuman.Withthatin

mind,theboywouldsurelybeunabletosurviveallthetrapsandsnipersMaddoxhadsetuparoundthe

area.ThesecondMaddoxgavehiscommand,Geraldwouldbehitbyanonslaughtofbullets,and

Maddoxwassurethattheyouthwouldfinallydiebythen!

Shortlyafter,asoldierenteredhisofficebeforereporting,“Thecaptainhassentarepresentativetous,

askingwhyyou’vebeencontinuouslyleadingsoldiersoutinthenight.Healsowishestoknowwhy

you’vetakenquiteafewresourcesfromthearmory…”
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“Justmakeupanexcuse.Thatgood-for-nothingCarterisnothingbutacoward…He’sprobablyjust

worriedthathispositionwillbenegativelyinfluencedifanythinghappens!Howunfortunateforour

militarytohaveapersonlikehimasourleader!”sneeredMaddox.



“Loudandclear,”repliedthesoldierwithanod.

Jugglinghisarmydaggerthathadacrimsonblade,Maddoxthenlookedatthesoldierbeforeasking,

“Speakingofwhich,haveallofyoupreparedthethingsI’vetoldyouto?”

“Wehave.We’rejustwaitingforyourcommandbeforewesetoff,”repliedthesoldier.

“Waittillnightcomes.Remember,ifanyoneasks,justtellthemthatI’mleadingallofyououtfora

routinepatrol.Don’tansweranythingelse!”orderedMaddoxafterthinkingaboutitforawhile.

Throughoutthisperiod,Maddoxhadbeendoingquiteafeweyecatchingactivitiesinpreparationfor

gettingridofGeraldforgood.SinceitwasclearthathewastryingtoreplaceCartertobecomethenew

leader,Maddoxwaswellawarethathecouldmakenewenemieswithinthemilitaryatanysecond.

Withthatinmind,thelesshismenrevealed,thelowerthechancesofhisgoalsgettingaffectedbythose

underCarterintheend.

“Nottoworry!Thisisn’tmyfirstdayworkingunderyou,deputycaptain!”repliedthesoldierwitha

chuckle.

“Gladtohear.Nowleavemebe.Onceallthisisover,notonlywillyougetatwomonthvacation,but

you’llalsobegivenfifteenthousanddollarstoenjoythenewyearwith,”saidMaddoxwhowaslooking

athisdeskcalendarashegesturedforthesoldiertoleave.

“Iappreciateit,deputycaptain!”declaredthesoldierwithawidesmilebeforebowingandleaving

Maddox’soffice.

Thesecondthedoorwasclosed,Maddox’seyeswentsinisterashestabbedhisdaggerintohisoffice

desk,causingthedesktocrackalittle.



“OnceIendyou,I’llsurelybepromotedtomilitarycaptain…”growledMaddoxashegrinnedwickedly.

Truthbetold,hehadalreadybeenplanningallthiseversinceGeraldtookdownthethreemajor

familiesinYanam.HisexcitementhadonlygrownwithGodwin’sdisappearance,thinkingthathe’d

surelybecomethenextcaptainwithhowcapablehewas.

Unfortunately,thatd*mnedCarterhadappearedoutofnowhereandsnatchedthepositionfromhim!

Naturally,thiscausedseveralofthemorediehardmilitarycaptainsMaddoxincludedtofeelutterly

repulsedbyhim.

Regardless,oncehegotridofGerald,Maddoxwasgoingtomakesurethateveryoneinthecountry

wouldlearnaboutwhathedid.Followingthat,they’dsurelybelievethathewasbetterthanCarterat

protectingYanam,thusgivinghimachancetoreplacethatcoward…!

Fastforwardtodusk,Maddoxandhissecretarywhowasholdingontotheirumbrellacouldbeseen

walkingtowardalargegateatthesideoftheirbase.Asidefromthetenpreparedlookingpeoplewhom

Maddoxhadtransferredover,Maddoxcouldalsoseetheequipmentthathehadtakenfromthearmory

beingloadedintothebackofoneoftheSUVs.

UponrealizingthatMaddoxwashere,everyoneimmediatelydeclared,“Vicecaptain!”

“Everythingreadytogo?”askedMaddoxashelookedathismen.
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“Indeed.Wecansetoffassoonasyoucommandusto,”repliedthesecretary.

“Let’sheadoutthen.Thesoonerwegetthingsdone,thesoonerwereturn.I’drathernotattracttoo

muchunnecessaryattentioneither,”mutteredMaddoxwithaslightfrownwhenhesawallthestaff

memberslookingathim.OnceMaddoxgotintotheleadingcar,itdidn’ttakelongbeforetheybegan



makingtheirwaytoasecludedprison.

Meanwhile,Geraldwhohadparkedhisowncarinawellhiddencornerneartheentrancesimplylita

cigarettewhenhesawtheteamofcarsleaving.

Glaringatthevehicles,Aidenthenmuttered,“Heshouldbeinoneofthem,right…?”

“Ifyou’retalkingaboutMaddox,yes,Ibelieveso,”repliedGeraldashetookapuffofhiscigarette

beforenarrowinghiseyesandstartingtotailthecarsatanappropriatedistance.

RealizingthatGeraldhadmadeamove,thosefromtheGrubbfamilybegantakingadetourusinga

smallerpathinsteadoffollowingthemfrombehind.Afterall,thoughGeraldandAidenwereoutinthe

open,asinglecardrivingpastthemilitarybase’sentrancewasn’tgoingtoappearthatsuspicious.The

samecouldn’tbesaidiftheircarswereincludedintheequation,andthey’drathernotruntheriskof

gettinghaltedbythemilitary.

Regardless,whentheyfinallygottothemainroadagain,theyquicklyrealizedthatnoneofthecars

werethere!

“Theyaren’there!”exclaimedtheanxiousdriveroftheleadingcarthroughhiswalkietalkie.

“Wherehavetheydrivenoffto?”repliedtheothersattheback,feelingutterlyconfused.

“I…Idon’tknow!Theywereclearlydrivinginthisdirection!Itdoesn’tmakeanysense!Theywereonly

outofsightforaboutaminute!”

“Thenwhatshouldwedo?Themasterwillsurelyhaveourheadsifwereturnlikethis!”



“Isuggestwesplitup!Afterall,therearethreeroadshere!Withanyluck,we’llbeabletofindthem

again!Remembertonotifytheothersifyoudo!”

“Soundsgood!I’minontheidea!”

“Thenlet’stakeouralternatepathsnow!KeepintouchandpraythatwemanagetofindGeraldagain!I

reallydon’twanttopissthemasteroff!”declaredoneoftheGrubbsasthemenimmediatelybegan

executingtheirplan.

MovingbacktoGerald,hehadn’tdisappearedduetoasuddenaccelerationoranything.Thetruthwas,

themilitarycarshadsimplyturnedtowardtheoppositedirectionnotlongaftertheyleftthebase!

Sittingintheshotgunseat,Aidenwhohadalreadyseenthemilitarycarsmakeseveralturnsbynow

couldn’thelpbutask,“…Dotheyreallyhavetobethiscautiousattheirownbase’sentrance…?”

“TheYanammilitaryprobablyisn’tthatpeaceful.Regardless,it’sclearthatMaddoxisdoingsomething

shady.Afterall,hewouldn’thavetobethiscautiousifhewasmerelyexecutingamissionissuedbythe

military,”repliedGeraldwithasubtlesmile.

“Indeed…Eitherway,ifthisb*stardreallydidkidnapher,I’lldefinitelytearhimtoshreds!”growled

Aidenasheclenchedhisfists.

“Let’snotdothat,”saidGeraldasheshookhisheadwithasmile,makingsuretoalwaysmaintainasafe

butnoteasilydetectabledistanceawayfromthemilitarycars.

AsfortheGrubbfamily’ssubordinates,evenafterspeedingalongallthreeroadsforovertenminutes,

noneofthemevencameacrossasinglecar.-

Chapter2301-2305



Chapter2301

AfterupdatingeachotherandknowingthattheyhadtrulylostGerald,themenhelplesslyregrouped

beforereportingtheincidenttoLucian.

Atthetime,LucianwasentertainingJobsonandtheothersastheyhadtheirtea.Asexpected,upon

pickingthecallup,hissmileinstantlyvanished.Afrownnowonhisface,Lucianthengrowled,“Getback

here…!”

Hearingtheclearchangeintone,Jobsonwhowasenjoyingsomedessertwaspromptedtoask,“Is

somethingthematter…?”

“ThemenIsentouttohelpGeraldandAidenhavelosttrackofthem,SeniorJobson!”mutteredLucian

withasigh.Still,tothinkthatthey’dmakesuchanamateurishmistakeatsuchacriticalmomentwhen

theywerekeypersonnelofhisfamily.

Laughinginresponse,Jobsonthenreplied,“AndhereIthoughtitwassomethingserious!”

“…Isthisnotseriousenough?GeraldandAidenaredealingwiththemilitaryhere…Whatifsomething

happenstothem?”saidtheworriedLucian.

“Youtrulyunderestimatethatboy,”repliedjobsonashestuffedacupcakeintohismouth.

“WhileIknowthathe’sstrong,thisisthemilitarywe’retalkingabout…Asidefromthetrapsthat

Maddoxhasprobablyalreadypreparedforhim,healsohasaccesstopowerfulweapons…!”saidLucian

asheconsideredcallinghisfriendinthemilitarytostepin.

ExtendinghishandandcuppingitoverLucian’sphone,Jobsonthenreplied,“That’sexactlywhyIsaid

youunderestimatehim.CorrectmeifI’mwrong,butGeraldalonewasabletotakeouttherespected

eldersofthethreemajorfamiliesinYanam,right?”



Noddingslightly,theconfusedLucianwhohadnoideahowthiscontributedtotheconversationsaid,“…

Indeed,andseveralothersinthosefamilieswerekilledaswell.Withouttheirleaders,thethreefamilies

areabouttocompletelycrumble…”

“Isee…Isee…Nowtellme,whichisstronger?Themilitary?Orthethreefamilies?”askedJobsonashe

satbesideLucianwhilegesturingforFujikotobringhimmoredessert.

“Well…thoughthemilitaryhasaccesstomodernweapons,thethreefamilieshavecultivators…With

thatsaid,ifthey’repitagainsteachother,Ifeelthethreefamiliesaredefinitelystronger…”

“Bingo.SoifGeraldwasabletotakethemoutalone,doyoureallythinktheYanammilitarystandsa

chanceagainsthim?Truthbetold,hadyourmenmanagedtotailhimalltheway,Ifeeltheymayhave

endedupburdeninghimmorethanbeingahelp!”repliedJobsonwithasatisfiedsmile,knowingthat

Lucianfinallyunderstoodhispoint.

Smackinghisforehead,Lucianwhowasnowfeelingmuchbetterthensaid,“…Igetit.TothinkthatI’d

overlooksomethinglikethis!Allthatworrywasfornaught!”

“Iagree.Eitherway,let’sjustwaitforhisreturn.Evenifhefailstorescuehertoday,I’msurehe’llbe

abletoobtainsomerelevantnews,”repliedIobsonashecontinuedeating.

RealizingthatJobsonwasalmostfinishedwithhisplateofdesserts,Lucianturnedtolookathisbutler

beforesaying,“GetmoredessertforSeniorJobson.”

“I’mgood.Whilethedessertsaregood,I’mafraidImaygettiredofthemifIhaveanymore.Withthat

said,doyouhaveanytea?”askedJobson.

“Ofcourse!Greenorblack?”repliedLucianwithanenthusiasticnod.



Chapter2302

“Eitherwilldo.Still,allofyoutrulyunderestimatehimThatboy’swaystrongerthananyofyoucould

everimagine…”saidJobsonashenonchalantlywavedhishand.

“…Includingme?”askedFujikoasshepointedatherself.She,forone,believedthatsheunderstood

Geraldextremelywell.Whileshedidn’tknowwhyhewasthisstrong,afterspendingsomuchtimewith

him,shewasprettysurethatsheknewtheextentofhiscapabilities.

“Butofcourse.Infact,theboyprobablyisn’tawareofhowstrongheiseither,”repliedJobsonwitha

shrugbeforelaughingheartily.Fromthelooksofit,heappearedtohetheonewhoknewGeraldbest

amongtherestofthemthere.Regardless,Jobson’steaarrivedshortlyafterandtheoldmanbegan

drinkingitinsatisfaction.

MovingbacktoGerald,hehadbeenmaintainingasafedistancefromthemilitarycarsthisentiretime.

Feelingslightlyimpatient,AidenwhojustwantedtoknowhowLindsaywasdoingwaspromptedtoask,

“Wherethehellaretheygoing…?It’sbeenalmostanhournow!Allthisisjusttooweird…”

“Abitanxious,aren’twe?Areyouthisimpatientwhenyoucarryoutothermissions?”repliedGerald

withaslightfrown.

“ButLindsay…”mutteredAidenwhoknewbetterthantobehavethewayhecurrentlywas.However,he

simplycouldn’thelpit.Afterall,Lindsaywasn’tsomeonerandomhehadtosave.Sinceemotionswere

involved,Aidencouldn’tdenythatitslightlyaffectedhisprofessionalism.

“Whatabouther?Also,lastIchecked,you’renotthatemotionalaperson.Areyougoingtocommit

suicideifyoufindoutthatshe’sdead?”sneeredGerald.

“I…No,Iwouldn’tgothatfar…”mutteredAidenwhodidn’tdaretofurtherangerGerald.



“Good.Nowbeabitmoreseriousandstopsayingsuchpointlessthings,”repliedGeraldwhocould

sensehowmuchAidenlikedLindsay.Evenso,Aiden’simpulsivenesswouldonlyleadtotheirruin,so

Geraldhadtokeephimincheck.

RecallinghowanxioushehadbeenwhenMilafirstdisappearedandhisfamilygotcaptured,Gerald

remindedhimselfthathehadonlybeenabletostartmakingrescueeffortsafterforcinghimselftocalm

downandthinkthingsthrough.Withthatsaid,beinganxiouswascompletelyuseless.

“Iwasjustventingalittle…”mutteredtheslightlyaggrievedAiden.

BeforeGeraldcouldreply,henoticedthatthemilitarycarshadsuddenlysloweddown.Withthat,he

waspromptedtosay,“Quietdown.They’reabouttomakeamove.”

“Inthisforest…?”mutteredAidenashelookedoutthecarwindow.

“Apparently.Still,it’sawonderwhatthey’replanningtodoallthewayouthere…”repliedGeraldwho

hadafeelingthatLindsaymaybecloseby.Afterall,whyelsewouldMaddoxcometosucharemote

areainthedeadofnight?Addingthattohowvigilanthehadbeenuponleavingthemilitarybase,itwas

evidentthathisactionswerenothingshortofshady.

“Indeed…Regardless,justsaythewordandI’llmakemymove!”declaredAidenratherenthusiastically

asheunsheathedhisarmydagger.

“Relax.Let’sseewhatthey’replanningtodofirst,”repliedGeraldasheslowedthecardown.Though

theywerequiteadistanceaway,Geraldwasstillabletoclearlyseewhatthesoldierswereupto.

Parkingthecarbytheroad,GeraldthenplacedahandonAiden’sthighbeforewhispering,“Let’sfinally

seewhatthey’reupto.Don’tgetdiscovered.”



Aftergettingoutofthecartogether,Aidenthengulpedasheheldontightlytohisarmydaggerwhile

saying,“Loudandclear.”

AsforMaddox,hehadnoideathatthetwowerekeepinganeyeonhim.Afterall,tohim,hisplanwas

perfect,sotherewasnowayGeraldwouldbeabletolearnaboutallthis.Tillheeventuallyreleasedthe

news,hewascertainthatonlyafewpeoplewouldevenknowaboutthisplace.
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EventhoseguardingtheplacehadnoideawhoLindsayactuallywas,whichwaswhyMaddoxwasso

surethatnobodywouldbeabletoexposetheincidenttillhereleasednewsabouthercapture.

Everythingwasgoingtobeperfect!

Whateverthecasewas,aftergettingoutofthecar,Maddoxbeganwalkingdeeperintotheforest,

makingsuretocarefullyavoidallthetrapsthathehadsetup.Sincetheleaderandteammemberwho

hadbeentaskedwithguardingtheplacehadbeeninformedthatMaddoxwascomingover,theywere

alreadywaitingforhimbythetimehewalkedover.

Watchingastheyquicklyjoggedovertogreethim,Maddoxwhowasnowholdingontoanumbrella

lookedaroundbeforeasking,“So,how’sthesituation?”

“Imean…Nobodywouldevercometosucharemoteplace…Forgethumans,bothofusbarelyevensee

birdshere!”repliedtheleaderasheshookhishead.

“Isthathowyoushouldreporttoasuperior…?!”growledMaddox.

“N-no,sir!Nothinghappened!”repliedthefrightenedleaderasheimmediatelystraightenedhis

posture.

“Good.Eitherway,I’vebroughtyoursuppliesfortomorrowsothatIdon’thavetocomeoverinthe

morning.ThelessIcomehere,thelowerthechancesofmegettingfoundout,”saidMaddoxashe

gesturedtowardoneofhissoldierswhopromptlywalkedoverwithablackbaginhand.



“Weappreciateit,deputycaptain,”repliedtheleaderashetookthebagwithanod.

Noddinginresponse,Maddoxthenturnedtolookatthesoldierswhohadjustgottenoutofthecars

beforeordering,“Alright,gettowork.Everythingneedstobesetupwithinthreedays.Ican’twaitany

longer!”

Followingthat,Maddoxcouldn’thelpbutimagineGeraldfallingintooneofhistrapsuponenteringthe

forest.Unabletomoveaninch,Maddoxwouldthenorderhishiddenmentobeginshootingattheboy!

Therewasnowayhewasgoingtosurvivethat!

“Abouttime!”yelledMaddoxwithglee,onlytorealizethathehadyelledhisthoughtsout!

Lookingathismen,Maddoxthenclearedhisthroatbeforesaying,“…Eitherway,it’seightnow.We’llbe

leavingatmidnight,somakehaste,orI’lldeductyourallowances!”

“R-rightaway,deputycaptain!”declaredthesoldiersastheyrushedtostartwork,notwantingtheir

salariestobecut.

Forcingasmile,theleaderthenwalkeduptoMaddoxbeforesaying,“So…wouldyouliketocomein

andhaveaseat,deputycaptain…?”

Ignoringthequestion,Maddoxsimplyasked,“Isshedoingfine?”

“Sheis!”declaredtheleader.



“Good.Makesuretofeedherthebareminimumjustsoshedoesn’tstarvetodeath.Thisisaprison,not

ahotel!”growledMaddoxashewalkedintotheroomandlookedattheirondoor.

“W-we’vealreadybeendoingso…Ifwefeedheranyless,she’lldieforsure!Whatmore,thefoodshe’s

beengettingisworsethanwhatstraysarefed…”mutteredtheleaderwhohadalmostgaggedwhenhe

firstsawwhathewassupposedtofeedher.

“Areyoutakingpityonher?”askedMaddoxwitharaisedbrow.

“O-ofcourse,not!I’lldoanythingyouask!”stutteredtheleaderasheshudderedslightly.

Turningaround,Maddoxthensaid,“Tellme…DoyouknowwhyIchoseyoutoguardthisplace?”

Chapter2304

“Ican’tsayIdo…”mutteredtheleaderasheshookhishead.

“It’sbecauseyou’resmarterthantheothers,andIintendtotrainyouifyoudowell.Don’tmissthis

opportunity,”sneeredMaddox.

“T-thankyou,deputycaptain…!Iwon’tletyoudown!”declaredtheleaderwithabroadsmileashe

quicklybeganmassagingMaddox’sshoulders.

Meanwhile,GeraldandAidenwerestillkeepinganeyeonthingsfromtheforestedarea.Gerald,forone,

hadrefrainedfromgettingtooclosetothemsincehewasn’tsurewhethertheyhadinstalledany

surveillancecamerasnearby.

Regardless,afterpayingcloseattentiontohissurroundingsforawhile,Aidenwaspromptedtosay,“…

There’sahouseoverthereIthink…”



Aidenhadonlybeenabletoseethebuilding’soutline,whichexplainedwhyhesoundedslightlyunsure

ofhisstatement.Regardless,uponhearingthat,Geraldwhohadbeensittingonarockforawhilenow

replied,“Indeed…Eitherway,whatdoyouthinkMaddoxplanstodo?Hisactionshavebeenextremely

shadyuptillthispoint…”

“Idon’tknow…Maybehe’stryingtohideacorpse?”

“Withhisrank?Hecould’vejusttoldoneofhisrandomsubordinatestodothedeed.Withthatsaid,he

wouldn’thavecomealongifitwasjusttohideacorpse,”repliedGeraldasheshookhishead.

“Well…whatdoyouthink,then?”askedAiden.

“IfeelthatMaddoxmaybehidingsomethingimportanthere,”repliedGerald,whowasonlyableto

clearlyseetheexteriorofthedesolatehousefromwherehestood.

“CoulditbeLindsay?”askedAiden.

“Wedon’tknowthatyet.”

“Still…Regardless,arewegoingtoeventuallysneakinorarewejustgoingtocontinueobservingfrom

here?”askedAidenasheclenchedhisdagger,fullyreadytoheedGerald’scommands.

“Let’swaitabitmore,”repliedGeraldashecrossedhislegs…

Itwassometimelaterwhenoneofthecarswasdrivenaway.Thankfully,Geraldhadparkedhiscar

behindafewlargetrees,andthedarknessofnightmadeitevenharderforuntrainedeyestodetect.



Eitherway,itwasalmostfourhourslaterwhentheothercarsweredrivenoffaswell.Aftergivingthe

carsagoodlook,Aidencouldn’thelpbutwhisper,“…Something’soff.”

“Elaborate,”repliedGerald.

“Well…it’sbeenrainingthisentiretime,right?”askedAidenashecontinuedstaringatthebootsofthe

cars.

“Forthreedaysinarow,yes.What’syourpoint?”

“I’mgettingtothat…Yousee,whenoneofthecarspassedbyusearlier,Icouldn’thelpbutnoticethat

themudtracesonitstireshadbeenraisedparticularlyhighInotherwords,theyhadprobablybeen

transportingquitealotofheavythingsearlier.Withthatsaid,theitemshaveprobablybeenleftbehind

sinceIwasabletodiscernallthisinthefirstplace,”explainedAiden.

“You’renothalfbad!”exclaimedthesurprisedGeraldashepattedAidenonhisbackHehadn’t

consideredallthisatall!

FeelingslightlyembarrassedtobepraisedbyGerald,thegrinningAidenthensheepishlyscratchedthe

backofhisheadashesaid,“Itwasjustabasicobservation…”

“Regardless,Idon’tthinkweshouldmakeourmovefirst.Still,we’vedefinitelymadequiteabitof

progressjustbylocatingthisplace,”repliedGerald.

“…Huh?Why?”

“Asyousaid,theyprobablyleftabunchofstuffhere.However,iftheyweresimplyleavingthings

behind,whydidtheyhavetospendsomanyhourshere?Thefactthattheyalsoscatteredaroundthe

areathroughouttheirtimehereleadsmetobelievethattheywereprobablyburyingtraps.Let’s

continuetalkingaboutthisoncewe’rebackinthecar,”explainedGeraldashegottohisfeet.
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“…Alright…”mutteredAideninahelplesstone.WhilehehadafeelingthatLindsaywasdefinitelyin

there,sinceGeraldhadprohibitedhimfromentering,therewasnothinghecoulddoaboutit.

Regardless,aftergettingintothecar,Geraldimmediatelybegantailingthemilitarycarsagain.After

drivingforabit,hewaspromptedtosay,“AsIsaid,theyprobablyhavetrapsburiedaroundthearea.

Addingthattothefactthatthereareprobablypeopleguardingthevicinity,I’drathernotriskgetting

caughtwhiletryingtosaveher.Ifwefailandgetnoticed,savingherinthefutureisgoingtobe

increasinglydifficult.”

Shortlyafter,theycaughtuptothemilitarycarsagain,andGeraldquicklysloweddowntokeepasafe

distancefromthem.Bythatpoint,Aidenhadmostlycalmedhimself,leadinghimtomutter,“…Well,at

theveryleast,wenowknowthatLindsayismostprobablyinthere…”

“FromhowshadyMaddoxhasbeen,Iagree,”saidGeraldwithanodastheycontinuedfollowingthe

carstilltheyeventuallyarrivedatthemilitarybase.

Naturally,Geralddidn’tfollowthemin,andinsteadbegandrivingbacktotheGrubbmanor.Itwas

aroundtwointhemorningwhentheyfinallygotback.

Beforeenteringtheirguestrooms,GeraldmadesuretolookatAidenbeforesaying,“Trynottothink

toomuchabouttonightandgetsomerest.”

“Iwill…”repliedAidenwithafirmnod…

Noddinginresponse,Geraldwasjustabouttoenterhisroomwhenthebutlersuddenlyranoverwhile

saying,“Mr.Crawford!Masterhasorderedmetoleadyoutohimthesecondyoureturn!Hesaiditwas

extremelyurgent.”



“What’stheissue?”askedGeraldasheturnedtolookatthebutler.

“I’mnotsureeither.However,followingacallthatmadethemasterfrown,hetoldmetokeepaneye

onthesurveillancesystemandtoalsotellyoutomeetupwithhimthesecondyoureturn,”repliedthe

butlerasheshookhishead.

Frowningslightly,Geraldthenreplied,“Leadtheway,then.”

Withthat,thebutlerthenledtheduotowhereLucianwascurrentlyresting.Thesecondtheyentered,

theywereimmediatelygreetedbyacloudofcigarettesmoke.Lookingattheashtraythatwasbrimming

withcigarettebutts,AidenwhowasworriedthatallthishadsomethingtodowithLindsaywas

promptedtoask,“Youcalledforus,Mr.Grubb?”

“Indeed.IreceivedacallfromMaddoxabouttwohoursago,”repliedLucianashepuffedonhis

cigarette.

“What?Buthewasstillinaremotearealocatedwestofthemilitarybasebackthen…”mutteredGerald

withaslightfrown.

IgnoringGerald’sstatement,Aidenthensaid,“Well,whatdidhesay?”

“Hewasinvitingmeandthosefromafewothermajorfamiliestodiscussthedevelopmentplansofeach

familyoverameal.Maddoxalsostatedthathewantedtotakethechancetogetthefamiliesto

cooperatewitheachotherinordertoimproveYanam’seconomy,”repliedLucian.

Chucklinginresponse,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutsay,“Isn’theinchargeoftheYanam’sseas?Why’she

meddlingwiththeeconomy?”



“You’retellingme.Regardless,asyoucanprobablyguess,eventslikethesewereusuallyofficiatedby

theministryoffinanceaswellastheministryofcommerceandindustry.Withthatinmind,since

Maddoxistakingtheinitiativetoruntheeventthistime,Icanonlyassumethathe’suptonogood,”

repliedLucianwithanod.

“Noneedtoevenassume,he’sdefinitelyplanningsomething.Still,sincehewantstoholdapartyso

much,let’sgotogether,”saidGeraldashelitacigarette.

“You…Wanttogotoo?”askedLucian,feelingslightlysurprised.

“Butofcourse!Sincehewantstokillmethatmuch,Imayaswelltakethatchancetomeethim,”replied

Geraldwithasmile.-
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“…Fine,I’llbringyoualong.However,dokeepinmindthatMaddoxhasinvitedpeoplefromseveral

otherfamiliesandcompaniesaswell.Withthatsaid,evenifhemakesthingsdifficultforus,wecan’t

justfighthimthere…”saidLucianinaconcernedtone.

Laughingaloud,Geraldsimplyreplied,“Don’tworry,I’mwellawareofthat!”

“I’mgladtohearthat.Well,puttingthisaside,howdidthingsgoonyourend?Didyoumanagetofind

whereLindsayisbeinglockedup?”askedLucian,pleasedtohearthatGeraldwasn’tplanningtodo

anythingrash.

Hearingthat,Geraldthenbegandetailingeverythingthathadhappenedinthepastfewhours.

Oncehewasdone,thesatisfiedLucianwhonowknewthatGeraldwasn’tthekindofpersonwhodid

thingsimpetuously,waspromptedtosay,“Fromthelooksofit,Lindsayismostprobablybeinglocked

upthere.Still,I’mgladyoudidn’tjustrushin.I’veheardplentyofbadrumorsaboutthatcruelman,and



I’mprettysureyou’dhavetriggeredoneofhistrapsifyouhadattemptedtosaveherearlier.Whatever

thecaseis,let’sresumethisdiscussionafterproperlyconsideringeverything…”

Seeingthattheirconversationwasover,thebutlerclearedhisthroatbeforesaying,“Speakingofwhich,

theauctionisinafewdays.Wouldyouliketostartmakingpreparations,master?”

“Hmm…Hasthemoneybeenprepared?”askedLucian.

“Everything’sbeenprepared,includingthemoney.We’vesentthequotaofpeopleaswell,butthat’s

notwhatImeant.Ifyou’veforgotten,theauctionisbeingheldonasmallislandwithinYanam.With

thatsaid,you’llneedtomakeamoveaboutthreedaysfromnowinordertogetthereadaybeforethe

auctionbegins,”explainedthebutler.

Uponhearingthat,LucianturnedtolookatGeraldasheasked,“Doyouhaveaproblemwiththat?”

“Notatall,Icangoanytime,”repliedGeraldwithashrug.

“ThenafterjoiningMaddox’spartytomorrowandtakingthefollowingdayoff,we’llsetoffearlyforthe

islandonthethirdday,”saidLucianwithanod.

“Anauctiononanisland…?Whatkindofauctionevenisthat…?”askedAiden.

“Longstoryshort,it’sanauctionforcultivators,”explainedGerald.

“Evenifyourefusetodetailit,couldIcomealong…?”askedAidenwhogenuinelywantedtolearnmore

aboutcultivatorsfromthedayhelearnedthatGeraldwasone.



“Unfortunately,weonlyhavethreetickets,”repliedthebutler.

“Isee…Whatapity…”mutteredthedisheartenedAiden.

“However…Ifyoureallywishtogothere,Idon’tmindgivingyoumine.Afterall,I’vealreadypartakenin

multiplesimilarauctionswithmaster,somissingoutononewon’tmeanmuch,”repliedthebutler.

“CanI…?”askedAidenashelookedatbothGeraldandLucian.

“Idon’tmind.Besides,ifmybutlerstays,he’llbeabletoinformusifanythinggoeswrong,”replied

Lucianafterthinkingforawhile.

“But…I’mnotexactlyacultivator…IsitreallyfineifIcomealong?”askedAiden,nowfeelingslightly

worried.

“Oh,don’tworryaboutthat.Plentyoftheattendeesaren’tcultivators,yousee.Afterall,asidefrom

itemsthatcultivatorscanuse,rareplantsandmineralswithvariousspecialeffectswillalsobeupfor

auction.Withthatsaid,manyoftheparticipantswillberegularpeoplefromlargefamilies,”explained

Lucian.

“Well,that’sgoodtohear…”mutteredAidenwitharelievedsigh.

“Indeed.Regardless,it’sgettinglate,sogoonaheadandgetsomerest,”repliedLucianwithayawn.

Honestly,hewould’veheadedtobedagesagohadGeraldreturnedearlier!
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Regardless,afterreturningtohisroom,Geraldbeganthinkingaboutallthathadhappenedtonight…



AsforMaddox,hecouldbeseensittingbeforeafewofhisconfidantsinahighendvillanearthe

militarybasewithaglassofredwineinhand.Aftergulpingitdown,hewaspromptedtosay,“Alright,

onceyoureturn,Iwantallofyoutotellyoursubordinatestodresssmartlytomorrow,gotthat?”

“Weknow.Don’tworry,everythinghasalreadybeenwellprepared.Thingswillsurelybeperfect

tomorrow,”repliedoneoftheconfidantsafterlookingattheothers.

“Still…AreyoureallysurethatGeraldwillcomeovertomorrow,deputycaptain?”askedabald

confidant.

“Whywouldn’the?”repliedMaddoxashepouredhimselfanotherglassofwine.

“Imean…EversinceheenteredYanam,we’velostallnewsregardinghim…”mutteredthebaldmanina

slightlyworriedtone.He,forone,hadbeenbyMaddox’ssideforthelongesttime,whichwaswhyhe

didn’tfeartalkingabouthisworries.

“Whilethat’sagoodquestion,whydon’tyoustartconsideringwhereGeraldcould’vegonetoeversince

hearrived?Afterall,hecouldn’thavejustbeensleepingonthestreetsthisentiretime,right?”replied

Maddoxasheplacedhiswineglassdown.

“Well…maybehe’sbeensleepinginahostelorguesthouse…?”saidthebaldman.

“Ormaybehe’satafriend’shouse,”addedanotherconfidant.

“Thoughthosearedefinitelyviablesuggestions,allofyouhaveignoredthefactthatit’sbeenabouta

weeksincewe’vecapturedLindsay.Withthatinmind,I’msuretheGrubbswould’vealreadyheard

aboutthis.SinceGeraldwould’vesurelytakenthechancetomeetupwiththeGrubbsuponarriving,I

havereasontobelievethatLucianwould’veaskedforhishelptosavethegirl.Duetothefactthathe



knowsLindsay,Geraldwouldsurelybecompelledtoassist.Littledoesheknowthatshe’sinour

possession!”declaredthesmilingMaddoxinaconfidenttone.

“Iunderstandnow!”

“Youtrulyarethesmartestpersonwithinourmilitarybase,deputycaptain!”exclaimedMaddox’s

subordinateswhohadn’tevencomeclosetoseeingthewayMaddoxsawthings.Truthbetold,theyhad

beenwonderingwhyhewantedtoorganizeabusinesspartyoutoftheblue.Afterall,hehadn’tdone

anythinglikethatinthepast.Now,everythingwasclearasday.

“Flatterywillgetyounowhere.Regardless,justfollowandlearnfrommeandIassureyouthatyou’llall

bepromotedinnotime!Bythatpoint,I’llexpectallofyoutobeabletothinkcriticallyandhandleother

affairsforme.That’stheonlywayyou’llimprove!”declaredMaddoxashepointedatthem.

“Weawaitourpromotions!”yelledthemenastheybowedtowardMaddox.

“Wellsaid.Eitherway,makesuretocheckforanyimperfectionstomorrow!Everythingneedstobe

perfect!IfGeralddarestocomeover,we’llfinallybeabletocapturehim!Followingthat,I’llhave

Lindsaykilledrightbeforehisveryeyes!”declaredMaddox.

Afterthemeetingwasadjourned,Maddoxcouldn’thelpbuthumashereturnedtohisroom.He,for

one,wassurethatGeraldwouldn’tbeabletoescapehisgraspthistime,nomatterhowstronghewas.

Unfortunatelyforhim,Geraldhadalreadyseen

Throughallhisplans.

Fastforwardtothenextday,Geralduncharacteristicallyremainedinbedpastdawn.Afterall,nowthat

hehadmomentarilyputresearchonYearningIslandasideandhealreadyhadquiteabitofinformation

onLinday’scase,hedidn’thavemuchtodobutwaittoparticipateinMaddox’spartythatnight.

Perhapshecouldgetmoreinformationthere.



Lyinginbed,hecouldn’thelpbutthinkaboutallthathehadgonethroughinthepastfewmonthsjust

tolearnmoreaboutYearningIsland.
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Innotimeatall,eveningcame,andGeraldgothimselfcleanedbeforechangingintoanicesetofclothes.

ThoughtheeventwasorganizedbyMaddox,apartywasaparty,sohehadtomakesurethathewasat

leastwelldressed.

Regardless,onceLucianwasprepared,bothofthemleftthemanortoheadtoMaddox’svillawherethe

partywasbeingheld.Thevillaitselfwasonlytwostreetsawayfromthemilitarybase,sosoldierscould

beseenpatrollingtheareaalldaylong.

AsidefromMaddox,thishigh-endvillaneighborhoodwasalsowheremostofthemilitaryleaders

includingCarterstayed.Ratherthanbeinginterconnected,eachofthevillaswasbuiltindividuallywith

separateaccesspathsandsmallgardens.

Whateverthecasewas,uponenteringthecar,Lucianinsteadoftellingthedrivertostartthecarupwas

promptedtolookatGeraldbeforeasking,“Honestly,doyouthinkweshouldbringafewotherswithus?

Afterall,ifMaddoxisreallyattemptingtosetusup,I’llendupburdeningyousinceyou’llhavetofocus

onprotectingme…”

“WhileIseewhereyou’recomingfrom,intheend,IfeelthatI’llhavetoprotectbothofyouinsteadof

youalone!Withthatsaid,bringingmorepeoplealongisonlygoingtobemoretroublesomeforme,”

repliedGeraldwhoknewthathewasatleastcapableofprotectingLucianaslongashewasalonefrom

themostdangerousofsituations.

“Isee..Well,I’llbeinyourcare,then…”mutteredLucianbeforechucklingawkwardly.

“Indeed.Eitherway,let’sgomeethimalready,”repliedGeraldasheleanedagainsthisseatbefore

closinghiseyes.Hearingthat,Lucianthennoddedathisdriver,andthecarcametolifejustseconds



later.

Meanwhile,Maddoxcouldbeseenpuffingonacigarinhisvillaashestoodbeforetwentysniper

soldierswhomhehadspeciallychosenfortonightabouttwodaysago.

Knowinghowcapabletheyeachwere,Maddoxcouldn’thelpbutsay,“Trulyelitesamongelites…”

Hearingthat,hisconfidantsteppedforwardbeforereporting,“I’vealreadygiventhemanentireday’s

worthofspecialtrainingforthisevent,deputycaptain!OnceGeraldappears,they’lldefinitelybeready

tosnipehishead!”

“AndwhotoldyouthatIwantedGeralddead?”repliedMaddoxwitharaisedbrow.

“Huh…?But…thenwhydidyouorganizethispartyandrequestforallthesesnipers…?”askedthe

puzzledconfidantwhohadassumedthateverythinghadbeenpreparedthiswaytofinishGeraldoff.

“Useyourheadanddon’taskthingsyoushouldn’t!”grumbledMaddoxashestubbedhiscigaragainst

hisconfidant’sneck!

Flinchingfromthesearingpain,theconfidantthenbackedawayasMaddoxpuffedintohiscigarand

ordered,“Alright,enoughdilly-dallying!Headtoyourrespectivepositionsandprepareyourselves!

Remember,nobodyshootsunlessIgivetheorder!”

Bythetimethetwentysnipersgotintopositionallaroundthevilla,theskywasalreadystartingto

darken.Moreandmoreguestswerestartingtoarriveaswell,andallofthemwerediscussingwhy

Maddoxhadinvitedthemthere.Whiletheywereallconfused,allofthemhadstillrushedoversince

theywerewellawareofhowhighMaddox’sstatuswas,beingthedeputycaptainandall.



StandingontheVilla’stopfloor,Maddoxplacedhishandagainstawindowashepeereddown,

constantlyonthelookoutforGerald’sarrival.Whenhefinallysawtheyouthexitingacar,Maddox

instantlysmiledasheslammedhisfistontothewindowsill.

Takinginadeepbreath,hethensaidinasinistertone,“Gerald…!SoyoureallywerewiththeGrubbs…!”
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MovingbacktoGerald,heandLuciancouldbeseenwalkingintothevilla,leavingtheirdriverbehindin

thecar.

UponseeingLucian,everyoneinthevillaimmediatelycuppedtheirhandsastheygreeted,“Mr.Grubb!”

ThoughtheGrubbsdidn’thavethebestpropertiesinthecountry,theywerestillacultivatingfamily,so

theyweredefinitelyworthyofrespect.

Regardless,Luciansimplysmiledashereplied,“Evening,everyone.”

“Who’sthatyoungman,Mr.Grubb?Andwhere’sFrey?”askedoneofthemembersinthecrowd,

promptingeveryonetolookatGerald.TheywererightfullycurioussinceLucianwaswellknownfor

bringingFreyalongregardlessoftheevent.Noteven

Hisbiologicalsonsweregivensucharight.

Fightingtheurgetofrownuponhearinghisson’sname,Lucianquicklymanagedtocalmhimselfbefore

replying,“ThisisGeraldCrawford,andhe’sanimportantguestofmyfamily.Ibroughthimoverinhopes

ofintroducinghimtoallofyou.”

“G-Gerald…?!”exclaimedseveralpeoplefromthecrowd,makingitclearthattheyallrecognizedthe

name.Thenagain,itwasimpossibletoforgetafterthatpersonwreakedhavocintheircountryback

then.



Sensinghowtenseeveryonesuddenlywas,Geraldquicklycuppedhishandsbeforesaying,“Greetings.

I’mnewtothisplace,soI’llbeinyourcarefromnowon!”)

Uponhearingthatthiswashisfirsttimehere,everyoneimmediatelybreathedasighofrelief.Sincethey

hadonlyheardaboutGerald’sname,theyquicklyassumedthatthisyouthonlysharedthesamename

astheothermoredangerousGerald.Withthatinmind,afewpeoplefromthecrowdbegansaying,“But

ofcourse!AguestoftheGrubbsisaguestofours!Feelfreetoaskforhelpshouldyouneedanyinthe

future!”

“Indeed!Asidefromyourgoodtemperament,youlookratherhandsomeaswell!I’msureyou’llbean

evenfinermaninthefuture!”

Aftertheduowalkedthroughtheseaofcompliments,thecrowdslowlybegansharingdetailsaboutthe

propertiestheyowned,withsomeevenstartingtodiscusspotentialcollaborations.

Thoughthescenegotrathernoisy,thesecondMaddoxshowedhimself,everyoneinstantlywentsilent.

MomentarilylookingatGerald,Maddoxthenpretendednottoseetheyouthbeforeenthusiastically

declaring,“Greetings,everyone!Pleasemovetothebanquethall…”

WhilehedefinitelynoticedMaddox’sleer,Geraldsimplychosetoignoreit.

Eitherway,thetwothousandsquarefeetbanquethallwaslocatedbesidethevilla,andMaddoxusually

usedtheareaforeitherorganizingsocialactivitiesformembersofthemilitaryorforentertainingguests.

Aseveryonebeganwalkingtowardthehall,LucianandGeraldmadesuretolagbehindthegroup.Once

mostofthemhadwalkedpastthehall’sdoors,Luciantookthechancetowhisper,“Isanything

wrong…?”



“Whatdoyouthink?”repliedGeraldwithasubtlesmile.

Gerald,forone,hadalreadysensedthepresenceofseveralsnipersfromthemomenthearrivedatthe

villa,andhewasprettysurethattherewereevenmorethathehadn’tpinpointedyet.Maddoxhad

definitelypreparedalargesurpriseforGerald.

Noddinginresponse,Lucianthensighedbeforesaying,“Justbecareful…Ifnecessary,notifymeofany

dangerinadvancesothatIdon’tendupburdeningyoutoomuch…”

“Don’tworry,there’shardlyanydanger,”repliedGeraldwithanod.

Regardless,onceeveryoneenteredthehallincludingGeraldandLucian,thedoorstothebanquethall

wereslowlyclosed.
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Thesecondthathappened,thesniperswhohadbeenlyinginambushimmediatelyrushedtowardthe

banquethall’sexterior,efficientlysurroundingtheareainnotimeflatastheypatientlyawaited

Maddox’scommandfromtheoutside.

Meanwhile,insidethebanquethall,Maddoxclearedhisthroatbeforedeclaring,“Thankyouallfor

attendingtonight!Whilesomemaysaythatthemilitaryshouldn’tbeinvolvedwiththecountry’s

economy,Isayotherwise!We’retruthfullyinterestedinknowinghowyou‘realldevelopingaswell!

Withthatsaid,letusbegindiscussingthenextstepinimprovingYanam’seconomy!”

Ashesaidallthat,MaddoxmadesurenottoevenlookatGeraldforfearthathistrueintentionswould

endupgettingexposed.Thatidiotwouldfinallybehis…!

UnfortunatelyforMaddox,Geraldhadalreadyseenthroughallhisplans.



Whateverthecasewas,MaddoxthenturnedtolookatLucianmakingsuretocasuallyglanceatGerald

intheprocessbeforeadding,“Whydon’twestartwithyou,Lucian?Dosharewhatthenextstepfor

yourfamilyis!”

“ThoughtheGrubbsdon’thavethatmanypropertieswhencomparedtotheothershere,I’mhonestly

satisfiedaslongasIcankeepthemupandrunning.Withthatsaid,myfamily’sjustgoingtocontinue

doingwhatit’salwaysdone.However,wearen’tagainstchange,sodoshareyourplanswithus!”

repliedLucianwhohadmomentarilybeencaughtoffguardasherepliedinabureaucraticmanner.

“Wellsaid!Whatabouttheothers?”saidMaddoxwithanod,clearlynotplanningtodoanythingjust

yet.

“Idohavesomethingsplanned.Eversince‘that’incident,thethreemajorfamilies’propertieshave

beenonthedecline.Ifwejustcontinueignoringthat,oureconomycouldbenegativelyaffected!With

thatsaid,sincemyfamily’sinthefoodindustry,I’mplanningtoacquireallthefoodfactoriesbelonging

totheJewells.Whatdoyouthink?”askedamiddleagedmanwhowasdonningasuitratherloudly.

“Ithinkit’sanexcellentidea!Ifyouneedanything,donotifymeandthemilitarywilltryourbestto

fulfillyourneeds!”repliedMaddoxwithouttheslightesthesitation.Afterall,hedidn’thavemuch

interestinwhodidthejob.Still,hewasn’tagainstobtaininglongtermbenefitsfromthembyhelping

themnow.

“Iappreciatethefeedback,deputycaptain!”declaredthemiddleagedmanwithabow.

“Asformyfamily,wedon’thaveanyplanstofurtherdevelopyet,sowe’llbedoingthesameasthe

Grubbs.Evenso,I’dstillappreciatehelpfromthemilitary!”saidanothermiddleagedman.

“Butofcourse,we’llhelp!Justcontactmysecretarywheneveryouneedaid!”repliedMaddox.

“That…”mutteredthemiddleagedman,feelingrightfullypuzzled.Afterall,throughouthismanyyears



doingbusiness,notoncehadbegotteninvolvedwiththosefromthemilitary.YethereMaddoxwas,

tellinghimtojustcontacthissecretary.Sincewhenhadthemilitarystartedgettinginvolvedwith

Yanam’seconomy?Itcertainlydidn’thelpthatMaddoxsoundedseriousaboutallthis!

“Hmm?Anyquestions?”askedMaddox.

“No,I…wasjustwonderinghowIshouldrepayyouforyourhelp!”repliedthemiddleagedmanafter

quicklymakingsomethingup,knowingthathe’dgetintotroubleifherevealedhistruethoughts.

Laughinginresponse,Maddoxsimplysaid,“We’reallpeopleofYanam,arewenot?I’mjustdoingmy

partasacitizen!Also,Ithoughtthatthiswouldbeagoodchancetogettoknowyouguys,sodon’t

worryaboutrepayingmyaid!”

“Hear!Hear!”declaredeveryone,unabletohelpthemselvesfrombreathingsighsofrelief…-
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“Regardless,enoughtalk!Youcancontactmysecretarywhenthetimecomes,butfornow,digin!No

needtoholdbackjustbecauseI’mthedeputycaptain!”declaredMaddoxwithawaveofhishand,

promptingseveralservantstobeginservingdishesanddrinks.

“Asifeverything’sthatsimple…Ifhiswordsweregenuine,thentheMaddoxwe’relookingatisa

fake..!”sneeredLucianinasofttone.

“Eitherway,we’llseehowthingsgo.Still,Idon’tthinkhe’llbedaringenoughtocauseamessbeforeso

manypeople,”repliedGeraldashebeganeating.

“Aren’tyouworriedthathe’lltrytopoisonyou…?”mutteredLucianinaslightlyconcernedtone.



“Evenifhedoes,hispoisonprobablywon’taffectmeatall.Remember,I’mnoordinaryperson,”replied

Geraldwithasmile.

“…You’reright.Well,IguessI’lldiginaswell!”saidLucianwhohadn’tconsideredthatearlier.Only

someonewithhighcultivationlikeGeraldwould’vebeenabletoobtaintheDevotionMirrorinthefirst

place.Withthatsaid,ordinarypoisonswoulddefinitelybeineffectiveonsomeonelikehim!

Eitherway,Geraldquicklyfinishedhismealbeforeraisinghishandashesaid,“Deputycaptain?CouldI

haveanotherset?I’mnotquitefullyet!”

Thoughhehadn’texpectedGeraldtojustcallouttohimlikethat,Maddoxsimplysmiledashefaced

oneoftheservantsbeforeordering,“Butofcourse!Servethatboymorefood!”

ToMaddox,thefactthatGeraldhadusedsuchafriendlytonetospeakwithhimmust’vemeantthathe

wascompletelyunawareofhisplans.Withthatinmind,Maddoxdidn’tmindhumoringGerald’srequest.

Afterall,theboywasgoingstraighttohelloncehewasfull!

Afterthinkingaboutthatforabit,MaddoxturnedtolookatLucianbeforesaying,“Lucian!”

“Yes?CanIdoanythingforyou,deputycaptain?”askedLucianasheloweredhisforkandspoon.

“Indeed!NowthatIthinkaboutit,who’sthatyoungmanbesideyou?Idon’trecallseeinghimbefore

this,”repliedMaddoxashelookedatGerald.

“Hmm?Oh,hisnameisGeraldCrawford,andhe’saguestoftheGrubbs.Sincehisfamilyownsquitea

numberofpropertiesinWeston,Ibroughthimovertowidenhishorizons.Whoknows,hecouldendup

collaboratingwithsomeofthebosseshere!”explainedLucian.



“Oh?IheardthatcompaniesfromWestonareknownfortheirhonestyandintegrity!”

“Samehere!I’mupforacollaboration!”exclaimedseveralofthosepresent.

AllofthemknewthatLucianwouldn’tjustbringsomeonerandomover.Withthatsaid,thoughLucian

hadn’tspecifiedthekindsofpropertiesGerald’sfamilyowned,theattendeeswereprettysurethatthey

werebigones.Afterall,whyelsewouldLuciantreatGeraldsorespectfully?

“GeraldCrawford…?Wasn’tthatthenameofthepersonwhohadcausedquiteabitofchaosinour

countryawhileback?”repliedMaddoxwithaslightfrown,stillpretendingthathewasn’tawareofwho

Geraldwas.

Hearingthat,GeraldthengottohisfeetbeforecuppinghishandsbeforeMaddoxashesaid,“Iassure

youthatwejustsharethesamename,deputycaptain.Afterall,notonlyisthismyfirsttimeinYanam,

butI’malsomerelyanordinaryperson!There’snowayI’deverbeabletocauseanysortofchaos!”

“…Isee!Trueenough,plentyofpeopleontheplanetsharethesamename!Eitherway,I’mquite

interestedinWeston,sowhydon’tyoustaybackandintroducemetosomeofyourpropertiesafterthe

party?Whoknows,IcouldfacilitateyourcollaborationswiththoseinYanam!”sneeredMaddox.
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ThoughLucian’shandsinstantlybegantrembling,Geraldsimplyreplied,“Whynot?Imayaswelltake

thechancetolearnmoreaboutYanamaswell!”

Uponhearingthat,Luciancouldn’thelpbutwhisper,“Whyonearthwouldyoupromisehimthat…?!”

“Don’tworryaboutit.Sincehewantsmetostaysomuch,I’lljustoblige,”repliedGeraldwithafaint

smile.



“Still…Allowmetoremindyouthatwe’restillprettyclosetothemilitarybase,sodon’tdoanything

unnecessarytohim.Remember,Lindsayisverylikelyinhishands,soifyoukillhim,wemayneverbe

abletogetherback!”mutteredLucianwhoknewthatGeraldwasn’teasilydissuaded.

“Copythat,”repliedGeraldwithaslightnod.

“Goodtoknow…Eitherway,I’llbetryingmybesttostaybackwithyou,”repliedLucianasheresumed

eating,notwantingMaddoxtofindhimsuspicious.

Shortlyafter,Geraldfinishedhismealandleanedagainsthisseatwithhiseyesclosed.Thoughhe

lookedlikehehaddozedoff,thetruthwas,Geraldwasactivelyspreadingouthisessentialqitogeta

bettergraspofwhatwashappeningaroundthemansion.

Bythetimehewasdone,Geraldsensedthepresenceoftwentysnipersandoverahundredspecial

forcessoldiersaroundthearea.Therewasapparentlyagroupofpeoplesurroundingthebanquethall’s

exterioraswell.

SeeingalltheeffortMaddoxhadmadetotraphim,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutsmile.Itwouldberudeof

himnottostayback.

Meanwhile,MaddoxwhowasunawareofwhatGeraldwasdoingcouldbeseentalkingandlaughing

withtheentrepreneursandpatriarchswhomhehadinvited.Whileitwastruethathehadsetallthisup

justtodealwithGerald,hewasn’tabouttopassupthechancetogetintothesepeoples’goodbooks.

Withtheirsupport,hewouldsurelyhaveaneasiertimesnatchingCarter’spositionfromhiminthe

future…!

Regardless,thepartysoonendedandalmosteveryonewasleftsatisfied.Afterall,Maddoxwas

providingthemwithbenefitsunlikeanyothermilitaryofficialhaddoneinthepast!Ofcourse,theywere

wellawarethatthey’dhavetoreturnmorecommissionstohiminexchange.However,sincetheywere

stillgoingtobeearningmuchmoreanyway,theydidn’tfindsharingapartoftheirearningstoMaddox

assomethingunprofitable.



Withnothingelsetotalkabout,thedrunkenmiddleagedmenthenhobbledoutofthebanquethall

whilesaying,“Well…We’llbetakingourleavefirst,deputycaptain…!We’llsurelypayyouavisitonce

we’refreeinthefuture…!”

Naturally,thesoldiersoutsidehadlongretreatedbeforethemenevenleftthebuilding.

Whateverthecasewas,uponhearingthat,Maddoxwalkeduptothemwithasmileashereplied,“Feel

freetocomeanytimeyouwant!I’llbesuretokeepallofyoucompany!”

Oncehehadsentallofthemoff,Maddox’ssmileinstantlyvanishedashenoddedathisconfidant

beforegesturingtowardGeraldwhowasstillinthehall.Seeinghiscue,theconfidantthengothiswalkie

-talkieoutbeforetellingthesniperstogetready.

Followingthat,MaddoxreturnedtothebanquethallandsatbesideLucianbeforesaying,“Youknow,

it’sgettingratherlate,Lucian.Whydon’tyouheadbackfirst?Don’tworry,I’llhavesomeonedrivehim

homeonceI’mdonetalkingtohim.”

“Withallduerespect,Gerald’snewtothisplace,sohe’sstillunawareofmanyofourcustoms.Because

ofthat,IinsistthatIsay,”repliedLucianwithaslightlyawkwardsmile,notwantingtooffendMaddox.

“It’sfine,isn’tit?Intheend,wewereallonceordinarypeoplewhoworkedourwayup,soIcouldn’t

carelessaboutformalities.Besides,it’snotlikewe’regoingtohaveanimportanttalkoranything.It’s

justgoingtobeafriendlychat,”repliedMaddoxinanannoyedtone.

“…Fine…Then…CanIatleastwaitoutside…?”mutteredLucianinresignation.
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“Justheadbackfirst.I’llgetsomeonetosendhimhomelater,”repliedMaddoxwithawaveofhishand.



Thoughhewasclearlyworried,allLuciancoulddowasnodasheslowlyleftthearea.Onhiswayout,

however,herecalledwhatJobsonhadsaidregardingGerald’sstrength.Iftheboywasstrongenoughto

takeouttheeldersofthethreemajorfamilies,thenMaddoxwasprobablynothingtohim.Thethought

ofthatdefinitelyhelpedLucianrelaxabitmore.

Regardless,onceLucianwasgone,Maddoxlitacigarettebeforeclearinghisthroatashesaid,“So…Any

ideawhyItoldyoualonetostayback?”

“Hmm?Nottheslightestidea,”repliedGeraldinanindifferenttoneashelithisowncigarettebefore

turningtolookatMaddox.

“Well,notonlydoeseveryonenowknowthatyou’restayingbackwithme,butthey’realsoawarethat

you’reLucian’sguest!Withthatsaid,shouldanythinghappentome,theGrubbswillsurelysuffer!”

scoffedMaddoxashecrossedhislegs,soundinglikehehadeverythingundercontrol.

“Youmakeafairpoint,”repliedGerald.

“Ofcourse,Ido.Eitherway,allowmetosaythatIreallyhadn’texpectedyoutobedaringenoughto

returntoYanam.Justsoyouknow,thesecondwesawyououtatsea,myfirstactionwastoproposeto

Cartertosendoutafleettoendyou!Tothinkthatthatcowardofamanwouldrejectmyidea!Hadhe

simplylistenedtome,youwould’vebeendeadbynow!Youhavenorighttobesittingbeforeme,got

that?!”growledMaddox.

Thoughhesaidthat,hecouldn’thelpbutfeelthankfulthatCarterhadrejectedhisideabackthen.After

all,hadGeralddiedthen,Maddoxprobablywasn’tgoingtogethischancetoreplaceCarterascaptain

byclaimingthegloryofkillingGeraldhimselfthissoon.Whilehewasnolongerthatangeredbyhim,

MaddoxwasstilldisgustedbyCarter’scowardice.

Eitherway,uponhearingthat,Geraldsimplypretendedtobeinnocentashesaid,“Comeagain?Idon’t

getwhatyou’resayingatall!”



“Oh,cuttheact.We’retheonlyonesherenow,”repliedMaddoxwithawaveofhishand.

Notevenbotheringtoplayalonganymore,GeraldwhotrulyfeltthatwhatMaddoxwasdoingwas

meaninglesssimplyasked,“Fine,fine…Regardless,whydoyouwantmedeadthatmuch?”

“Gladyouasked.Oncenewsaboutmekillingyouspreads,I’llsurelybepromotedtocaptain!”said

Maddoxashegotupbeforeslowlywalkingaroundtheboy.

“Doit,then,”repliedGeraldasheplacedhishandsagainsthischair’sarmrestswhileleaningback.

“WhileI’dloveto,I’mgoingtobetheprimesuspectifIkillyouhere.Nottoworry,you’lldefinitelyfall

intomyhandsinthenextfewdays,”saidMaddoxasheshookhishead.

“Yousoundprettysureofyourself.”

“Forgoodreason.Regardless,knowthatwhenthetimecomes,you’llsurelycometomeobediently,”

repliedMaddox.

“Ilookforwardtoit,then.Nowifyou’llexcuseme,I’llbetakingmyleave,deputycaptain,”saidGerald

ashegottohisfeetbeforetossinghiscigarettebuttontothefloor.Thesecondhewalkedout,however,

hewasimmediatelygreetedbythesightoftwentyarmedmen,allofthemaimingtheirsniperriflesat

him.
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“Abitoverprepared,don’tyouthink?”scoffedGeraldbeforechuckling.



“Can’tbehelped.Afterall,Ihadseveralprestigiousguestsovertoday.HavetomakesureIkeepthem

safe,youknow?Eitherway,stepasideandlethimleave,”repliedMaddox.

“Roger!”declaredthesnipersbeforemakingwayforGerald.

Simplyshakinghishead,Geraldthenwalkedoutofthevillaaseveryonewatchedhimleave.

Shortlyafter,Maddox’sconfidantinchedovertoMaddox’ssidebeforewhispering,“…Um…Deputy

captain…?Thatwasourbestshotofkillinghim…!Whydidyoujustlethimofflikethat…?”

Smackingthebackofhisconfidant’shead,Maddoxthengrumbled,“DoIhavetospelleverythingout?

Today’sgoalwasjusttoseewhoGeraldhadbeenstayingwith!ThelastthingIwantisforhimto

continuebeingoffradar!Puttingthataside,ifwedealwithhimnow,notonlywilltheGrubbsbeafter

ourheads,butWestonasawholewillalsobegivingustrouble!”

“I…Igetitnow…!You’replanningtogetridofhimoncehefindsoutthatwehaveLindsayandattempts

tosaveher,right…?”whimperedtheconfidantashecoveredhishead.

“Bingo.Ifwetakehimoutlikethatandeverythinggoesperfectly,thenhisdeathwillbecalleda

‘mysteriousdisappearance’thatwon’timplicateus!”saidMaddoxashewatchedGeraldfinallyleavehis

sight.

MovingbacktoGerald,hehadbarelyleftthevillawhenhesawtheGrubbfamily’scarparkednottoo

faraway.UponseeingGerald,Lucianimmediatelygotoutofthecarbeforeasking,“Thatwasfast.Why

didyouleavesoquickly?Didhemakethingsdifficultforyou?”

“Puttingthataside,whydidn’tyouheadhome,Mr.Grubb?”askedGeraldashegotintothecar.



“Iwasjustworriedforyoursafety…IfiguredthataslongasIwashere,theywouldn’tdaretodo

anythingtoyou,”repliedLucianwithasighofreliefnowthatheknewGeraldwassafe.

“Hewouldn’thavedaredtokillmewithorwithoutyou.Besides,hismenwouldn’thavebeenableto

defeatmeinthefirstplace,”saidGeraldwithoutaworryintheworld.

“His…men?”askedLucian,feelingslightlypuzzled.

Afterall,hehadpreviouslyaskedGeraldifhesensedanydanger,buttheboyhadsimplyshruggedthe

questionoff.

“Indeed.Twentysnipersandaboutahundredspecialforcessoldiers,tobeexact.Theyhadbeenhiding

alloverthevillathisentiretime,”repliedGeraldashepattedthedriver’sshoulder,promptinghimto

startdriving.

“Mygod!”exclaimedtheshockedLucian.

“Don’tworry,itwasalljustforshow.Heprobablywantedtoscaremeorsomething,”repliedGeraldas

herolledthecarwindowdowntolookaround.

“That’sabsolutelyterrifying!HadMaddoxsimplyorderedhissoldierstoopenfire,allofuscould’vedied

thereandthen!”exclaimedLucian,hisforeheadnowdrenchedincoldsweat.

“Relax.Remember,he’sstillthedeputycaptainofYanam’sseas,sohewon’tmakesuchanamateurish

mistake,”repliedGerald.

“Eitherway,let’sheadback…Iwasslightlydrunkearlierbutthisconversationhasfullysoberedme

up…”mutteredLucianasherolledhisownwindowdowntofeelthecoolnightbreezeonhisface.



“Speakingofwhich,InolongerhaveanydoubtsthatLindsayiswithMaddox,”repliedGeraldwithasigh.

“Oh?Didhementionanythingabouther?”askedthesurprisedLucian.
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“HesaidthatI’dfallintohisgraspwithinthenextfewdays,sowhatelsecouldthatimply?”replied

Gerald,honestlyamusedbyhowconfidentMaddoxhadsounded.

“Well,thatprettymuchconfirmsit.Allthethingsyoulearnedthatnightprettymuchpointedtohim

beingtheculpritanyway.Eitherway,what’sthenextstep?Withhowconfidentheseemswithhisplan,

youshouldreallyrefrainfromactingrashly…”mutteredLucianinaworriedtone.

“I’lljustwaitforhimtotellmethenews,”repliedGeraldashelookedoutthewindow.

Itwasnearingmidnightwhentheyfinallygotbacktothemanor.Thesecondtheygotoutofthecar,

Aidenimmediatelyrushedout,yelling,“Gerald!”

Thebutlerwhohadtwoumbrellasinhandsoonranoutaswell,callingout,“Master!”

UponstandingbeforeGerald,Aidenimmediatelyadded,“Whydidn’tyoutellmeyouleft?Icould’ve

followedtogiveextraprotection!”

“WhileIappreciatethethought,you’dprobablyendupneedingmyprotectioninstead,”repliedGerald

withachuckleashepattedAiden’sshoulder.

“Heavyrainisapparentlygoingtopersistforanotherweek,master.Withthatsaid,I’vealready

preparedsomethickclothesforallofyou.Thatway,youwon’tgettoocoldduringtheauction,”saidthe

butlerashehandedanumbrellatoGeraldbeforeraisingtheotheraboveLucian’shead.

“Letitrain.It’sraretogetsuchlongperiodsofheavyrainanyway,”repliedLucian.



“Indeed.Regardless,didMaddoxmakethingsdifficultforbothofyou…?”askedthebutlerasthegroup

beganwalkingbackintothemanor.

“Nottoomuch,thoughhedidhaveseveralmenlyinginwait…”mutteredLucianwhocouldn’thelpbut

shiveratthethought.

“Iassumehedidsooutofworrythathisguestswouldfindthemselvesindanger,”repliedthebutler

wholackedthecontextthatGeraldandLucianhad.

“Isupposeyou’reright,”saidGerald,endingtheconversation.

Sinceitwasalreadypastmidnightbythetimetheyenteredthemanor,Lucianchosenottosaymuch

andsimplyreturnedtohisroomguidedbyhisbutlertorest.Thepartyhadgivenhimenoughscaresfor

onenight.

Geraldhimselfreturnedtohisguestroom,followedbyAiden.Hanginghiscoatinthecloset-andseeing

thatAidenhadnointentionsofleaving,Geraldwaspromptedtoask,“Notplanningtogetsomerest?”

“Ialreadytookanapintheafternoon,soI’vehadplentyofrest.Regardless…Didyoumanagetogather

anyclueswhileyouwerethere?”askedAidenasheshookhisheadbeforepullingachairoutforGerald

tositon.

“Whatcluesareyouhopingfor?”repliedGeraldashepouredhimselfaglassofwater.

“CluesregardingMissLawrence,ofcourse!”saidAiden.

“IguessIdidmanagetogathersomething.”



“Goon…”mutteredtheanxiousAiden.

“Well,it’sconfirmedthatLindsayhasbeencapturedbyhim,”repliedGeraldashegesturedforAidento

sitbesidehim.

Aftertakingaseat,AidenwaitedpatientlyforGeraldtocontinue…However,theyouthshowednosigns

ofhavinganythingelsetosay.Withthat,Aideneventuallyasked,“…Isthatit?Whataboutwhether

Lindsayisbeingimprisonedbackinthatforestedarea?”

“AndhowwouldIlearnaboutthat?”repliedGeraldasherolledhiseyes.

“…Huh?Then…Whatshouldwedo…?”mutteredAideninadisheartenedtone.Itwasclearthathehad

expectedGeraldtobringmorenewsback.-
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“Whatelsecanwedo?Wewaitfornewstocome,ofcourse!Doyoureallythinkit’sthateasytoexpose

Maddox?Doyoutakehimasafool?”repliedGeraldasheruffledAiden’shair.

BrushingGerald’shandoff,Aidenthensaid,“…So…Wereallycan’tdoanything…?”

“Precisely.Look,it’sprettymuchconfirmedthatMaddoxhasLindsaywithhimnow,soallthat’sleftto

doistowaitforhisnews.Itprobablywon’tbealongwaitanywaysincehewantstokillmesomuch,”

repliedGeraldwithachuckleashetookanothersipofwater.

“Thenlet’sprepareourselvesinthemeantime,”saidAidenasherelaxedslightly.



“There’snothingtoprepare.Afterall,youwon’tbehelpingoutmuchinthefirstplace,”repliedGerald.

“Huh..?Whywouldyousaythat?”askedAiden,rightfullyconfused.

“Aiden,youonlyhaveasinglearmydagger.Maddoxhadtwentysnipersandatleastahundredsoldiers

underhiscommandearlier.Tellmeagainhowyou’replanningtohelp?”

“That…”mutteredAidenashelookedathisonlydaggerbeforefallingsilent…

“Still,I’drathernotexposethefactthatI’macultivatorifpossible.Withthatsaid,I’llstillbebringing

youalong.GoaskLuciantomorrowtoseeifhecangetyoubetterequipment,”repliedGeraldwitha

shrug.

“Expose?Gerald,I’mprettysureeveryoneinYanamalreadyknowsyou’reacultivator!”saidAidenwith

alaugh.

“Thefewerpeoplewhoknow,thebetter.Regardless,nowthatIthinkaboutit,justletmeaskLucian

abouttheequipment.HopefullyIcangetsomegoodonesforus,”repliedGeraldwithasigh.

“Gotit,”saidAidenashenoddedinresponse.

Fastforwardtothenextday,GeraldwentofftolookforLucianthesecondhegotup.

UponhearingwhatGeraldhadtosay,thesurprisedLuciancouldn’thelpbutreply,“You…need

equipment…?”

“It’sfineifyoudon’thaveany,thoughIjustthoughtI’dask,”saidGerald,whowaswellawarethatguns



couldn’tbelegallyobtainedinYanam,whichmeantthatevenfamilieswithhighstatusesliketheGrubbs

hadtroublegettingtheirhandsonthem.Withthatinmind,apartfromthegunsownedbythemilitary,

allothergunsinthecountryweremostprobablysmuggledin.

“Well,Icangetsome,butI’llneedsometime…Regardless,whyareyourequestingforthemoutofthe

blue?”askedLucian.

“Let’sjustsayIdon’twanttoomanymorepeoplelearningthatI’macultivatorwhileI’msavingLindsay.

Withthatsaid,havinggunswillsurelyhelpwithkeepingthatasecret,”repliedGerald.

“Isee…Howaboutthis?I’llmakesomearrangementslatertoseeifIcangetsomesuppliesfromthe

wardepartment.It’llprobablystilltakeafewdays,though,”saidLucian,whowaseagertohelpaslong

asitcontributedtosavingLindsay.

“Iappreciatethehelp,”repliedGerald.

“Now,now,remember,you’retheonedoingabigfavorforme!Ishouldbetheonethankingyoufor

goingalloutjusttosavemyniece!”saidLucianinasheepishtone.

BeforeGeraldcouldreply,Lucian’sbutlershowedupandsaid,“Oh?Soyou’rehereaswell,Mr.Gerald!

Howconvenient!”

“Issomethingthematter?”askedLucianashewatchedhisbutlerjogover.
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“Well,duetoallthisheavyrain,it’shonestlybestifyouleavefortheislandtoday.Otherwise,delays

mayhappenandyouwouldn’twanttomissthefirstdayoftheauction,right?”saidthebutler.

Hearingthat,LucianturnedtolookatGeraldbeforeasking,“Areyoufinewithleavingtoday?”



“I’mgoodtogo,”repliedGeraldwithashrug.

Noddinginresponse,LucianwasabouttoleavewhenhesuddenlyrememberedGerald’srequest.With

that,heturnedtolookathisbutleragainbeforesaying,“Speakingofwhich,useourfamily’s

connectionstoobtainsomeguns.Themore,thebetter.”

“That’llbedifficult,butI’lltrymybest,”repliedthebutlerwithaslightlytroubledexpression.

“Idon’tcareevenifyouhavetospendextratogetsmuggledones.They’recrucialfortherescue

mission,”declaredLucian.

Uponhearingthat,thebutlerhadnochoicebuttoreply,“…Understood.”

“Nowthatthat’soutoftheway…GogetAiden.We’llbeleavingassoonaswe’redonepackingup.As

Mr.Schmidtsaid,therainwillprobablyimpedeourjourney,sothesoonerweheadout,thebetter,”

saidLucianashelookedatGerald.Fastforwardtohalfanhourlater,allthreeofthemwereallpacked

upandreadytogo.

Afterdrivingforquiteabit,theyeventuallyarrivedattheportwheretheywouldbetransportedtothe

islandataroundnoon.Asthetriomadetheirwaytothesmallpier,theysawthatatleastadozensmall

boatshadalreadybeenmooredthere.Fromthelooksofit,theyhadbeenhiredbytheauction’s

organizerstohelppeoplegettotheisland.Regardless,thoughtheboatswereprettysmall,together,

theywerestillasighttobehold.

Whateverthecasewas,afterapproachingaseatedmanwhowaswearingalongrobe,Lucianasked,

“Howmuchtogettotheisland?”

“Twentythousanddollars,”repliedthemanwithoutevenlookingup.



“Here,”saidLucianashehandedthemanawoodenbox,unsurprisedbytheoutrageousprice.Afterall,

thiswasn’tLucian’sfirsttimehere,andthepricinghadbeendifferenteverytimeanyway.Still,itwas

luckythathehadpreparedenoughbeforecomingover.

Takingthebox,themanthenlookedinsidebeforeclosingitagain,notevenbotheringtocountthe

exactamountinside.Followingthat,hehandedittoanotherman-whowasstandingnearby-whothen

tossedthecashintohiscar.

“Thethreeofyou,right?Goon!”saidthemanashepointedattheboats.

Astheybeganwalkingdownthedock,Aidencouldn’thelpbutmutter,“…Isn’tthatpricingabit

outrageous…?”

“Twentythousandisnothingforthoseattendingtheauction.Inaway,thepricingalsoactsasa

screeningprocesstodifferentiatebetweenthosewhoreallywishtoparticipateandthosewhoare

merelyherehopingtogetsomeexcitement,”repliedLucianashedisplayedproofofhispaymentupon

arrivingatoneofthesmallboats.

Followingthat,thethreewerehandedoarsbeforetheygotintotheboatandbeganrowing.Looking

around,Geraldsawthatmanyotherswerealsorowinginthesamedirection.

Beforehecouldwonderhowlongtheywouldneedtorow,however,atailwindsuddenlybeganblowing.

Whilethewinditselfwasn’tallthatstrong,itallowedtheirboatstosailforwardextremelysmoothly.

“Youknow,Ireallycan’tevenbegincomprehendingthepowerthattheauctionorganizerholds!”

mutteredLucianashestoppedrowingandplacedhisoartotheside.

“Indeed…Thisreallyissomethingelse…”saidGeraldwithanod.Afterall,asidefromthefactthatthere

weresomanyboatsonthemove,theislandwasn’teveninsightyet!Howstrongwastheorganizerif

theywereabletoconjurewindstomovethemforwardfromthisrange…?



Lightingacigaretteasheenjoyedthecoolseabreeze,Lucianthenmuttered,“Iwonderwhat’sgoingto

beonauctionthistime…Irememberthefinalauctionitembeingatreasuremapthelasttimethe

auctionwasheld.”

“Isee…speakingofwhich,dotheyacceptcards?”askedGerald,rememberingthatLucianhadpaidin

cashearlier.

“Ofcoursetheydo.It’snotlikethey’recompletelyisolatedfromtheworld.Still,bearinmindthat

everythingherewillcostatleastafewmilliondollars…”repliedLucianwithanod.
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“Gladtohear,”saidGerald.

“Istheresomethingyou’rehopingtobuy?”askedLucianinacurioustone.

“Nothinginparticular,thoughifIfindanythinggood,Imaybidforit,”repliedGeraldasheshookhis

head.Whilehewasn’tabigfanofauctions,sincethisonewasheldonceeveryfiveyears,hehada

feelingthattherewereboundtobeitemsthatwouldcatchhisfancy.Shouldhecomeacrossone,he

wouldsurelybidforit.

Afterall,whatwasmoneytoGerald?

“…Well,alright,butagain,Iwarnthatthisauctionisgoingtobeunlikeanythingyou’veeverseenin

Weston.Oncewe’reontheisland,evenrandomstreetstallitemscancostmillionsofdollars!Withthat

said,you’llneedmillionstopurchaseevenasingleauctionitem…”explainedLucian,hopingthathis

warningswouldhelpGeraldavoidgettingoverlydisappointedbyhislackofpurchasingpowerlater.

“Iunderstand,”repliedGeraldinanindifferenttone.



Afterall,healreadyknewthatthiswasagameforthericheversinceLucianhadtoldhimthatthe

auctionwasonlyheldonceeveryfiveyears.

“I’mglad.Eitherway,we’llprobablybeontheboatforafewmorehours,butrestassured,the

organizershavedesignatedplacesforustorestoncewearriveattheisland.Whiletheauctionstarts

thedayaftertomorrow,thestreetstallsontheislandwillbeginoperatingbymorning.Withthatsaid,

maybewe’llfindsomethingnicetomorrowmorning,”explainedLucianashelookedatalltheother

similarboats.

Aftergivinganod,Geraldsimplyclosedhiseyesinresponse,releasinghisessentialqiintheprocess.

SinceLucianhadmentionedthatmanycultivatorswereattendingtheauction,Geraldknewhehadtobe

careful.Trueenough,withtheaidofhisHerculeanPrimordialSpirit-whichallowedhimtosense

everythingwithinatenkilometerradius,Geraldquicklylearnedthattherewerecultivatorsinalmost

everyboat.Someofthemwereevenstrongerthanhim,butonlymarginally.

Geraldwasn’tabouttolethisguarddownbeforethosewhodidn’tappeartobecultivatorseither.After

all,whoknewwhethertheywereactuallyatcultivationlevelssohighthatevenhewasunabletodetect

them?

Whilehewouldn’thavebeenthiscautiousinthepast,aftergettingtoknowJobsonandtheoldmanin

theancientruins,Geraldnowknewthattherewerecountlessmorecultivatorsouttherewhowere

muchstrongerthanhim.Hejustwasn’tstrongenoughtobeworthyofmeetingthemyet!

Regardless,ashelookedattheboatsaroundthem,Aidencouldn’thelpbutask,“…Say…Won’t

commonersfindalltheseboatsleavingtheportsuspicious…?”

“Well,everytimethere’sanauction,theorganizersdisguisetheeventassomethingelse.Duetothat,

commonerstendtojustignoreallthis.Besides,theislandisquitefarfromshoreandthere’sevenasea

fogaroundit,sotherereallyisn’tachanceoftheauctiongettingfoundout,”explainedLucianashe

pointedatthefoginthedistance.



Fastforwardtoaroundfivehourslater,theoutlinesoftheislandcouldbeseen,promptingGeraldto

stretchbeforegivinghissurroundingsagoodlookThoughthiswasjustanauction,therewerecountless

cultivatorsattending,sohehadtoremainvigilantatalltimes.

Chapter2319

Itwashalfanhourlaterwhentheboatswerefinallyanchoredattheshorebyafewmendonninglong

robes.

Upondisembarking,Lucianimmediatelydisplayedtheirticketsbeforesaying,“Thethreeofusarefrom

theGrubbfamilyinYanam.”

“Rightthisway,”repliedoneofthemenaftertakingabriefglanceatthetrio.

Noddinginresponse,LucianthenputtheirticketsawaybeforegesturingforGeraldandAidentokeep

closeashesaid,“Alright,let’shaveamealbeforegettingsomerest.Sincethesky’sgoingdarksoon,I

believethatthestreetstallswon’topentoday.”

Thoughtheislandappearedsmall,uponentering,Geraldquicklyrealizedthatitwasprobablyeven

biggerthanGongIsland.Whatmore,insteadofhavingamodernlook,theislandhonestlyfeltlikean

ancientWestontown.Gerald,forone,feltlikehehadjusttime-traveledathousandyearsback.

Nowfeelingabitmorecuriousabouttheisland,Geraldwaspromptedtoask,“Dopeopleactuallylive

onthisisland…?”

“FromwhatIknow,theorganizeronlysendspeopleoveramonthortwo-beforetheauctiontakesplace

-tocleantheplaceup.Followingthat,they’llhostallthebiddersandoncetheauctionends,theplace

willbecleanedupagainbeforetheislandissealedoff.Speakingofwhich,there’ssomethingthatyou

mayfindinteresting.Yousee,quiteafewpeoplewho’veattendedtheauctionbeforehaveclaimedthat

astheywerepassingthroughthisarea-whentheauctionwasn’ton,theislandcouldn’tbeseenatall!It

wasalmostasthoughtheislandonlyappearedwheneveranauctionwasabouttobeheld!Though

manyalreadyknowaboutthisrumor,nobody’sbeenabletocrackthecodeofthevanishingisland!”

explainedLucianashecontinuedleadingtheduototheplacetheyweregoingtobestayingat,atleast



accordingtotheinvitationcard.

Regardless,uponhearingthat,Geraldinstantlyfrownedashesaid,“…Comeagain?”

“Hmm?DidIsaysomethingwrong?”askedLucianashestoppedwalkingforawhile.

“Well…youmentionedtheislandonlybeingvisiblewheneveranauctionisbeingheld,correct?”asked

GeraldashethoughtaboutYearningIsland.AfterdealingwiththeCrawfordcultivatorsbackthen,he

hadlearnedofYearningIsland’smysteriousabilitytojustvanish,somethingthatthisveryislandthey

wereonwasapparentlycapableofdoingaswell.

“Idid,thoughIassureyouit’sonlyarumor.Unlessyou’veseenthisislandbefore?”repliedLucianashe

shookhishead.

“Negative.Ineverevenknewthatthisauctionexistedbeforeyoutoldme,”mutteredthefrowning

GeraldwhowasalreadycertainthatthisislandwasequallyasabnormalasYearningIsland.

KnowingGeraldwellenough,Aiden-whohadthoughtthesamethingasGeraldafterhearingLucian’s

explanation-waspromptedtoask,“AreyouthinkingaboutYearningIsland,Gerald?”

“Indeed…IftheretrulyisarelationshipbetweenthisislandandYearningIsland,thenifIlearnthis

place’ssecrets,ImayfinallybeabletofigureouthowtogettoYearningIsland!”declaredGeraldwitha

nod.

“…Whatexactlyisthis,YearningIsland…?”askedLucian,feelingutterlyconfused.

Chapter2320

Afterlookingaroundtomakesurethatnobodywaslisteningin,Geraldthenwhispered,“I’lltellyou



aboutitanothertime.Therearemorepressingissuesathandnow.”

“Hmm..?Likewhat?Doshare.MaybeIcanhelp!”repliedLucian.

“Let’stalkaboutthisoncewe’reinamoreprivatearea.ThewallshaveearsandI’drathernothave

othershearthis,”mutteredGerald,promptingLuciantonodbeforecontinuingtoleadtheway

followingthepathontheinvitationcard.

Itwasabouttwentyminuteslaterwhenthetrioarrivedatawooden,three-storybuildingthatwas

surroundedbyfoodstallsandeventwopawnshopsthatapparentlyonlyacceptedgoldandsilveras

currency.ThescenenaturallypuzzledGeraldwhocouldn’thelpbutwonderhowthosepawnshopsand

foodstallshadevencomehereinthefirstplace.Thoughhewasconfused,heputthethoughtasidefor

nowasheheadedupstairs.

Theorganizerhadarrangedforthemtostayintheeasternmostroomonthethirdfloor,andsincethe

invitationgroupedthetriotogether,theysoonfoundthemselveslookingatanantique-lookingsuite

withthreebedroomsconnectedbyalivingroom.Thoughtheaustere-lookingroomwaswellfurnished,

therewasn’tanelectricalapplianceinsight,notevenalightbulb!AsGeraldwaswonderinghowthey’d

keeptheroomlitatnight,hisquestionwasquicklyansweredwhenhesawanunopenedpackofcandles

onthetable.

Shakinghishead,Geraldthenputhisluggagedownbeforelightingacigaretteandsayingina

monotonoustone,“I’dliketolearntheisland’ssecrets.”

“That’s…goingtobeabitdifficult.Afterall,noordinaryislandwouldhaverumorsaboutitonly

reappearingeverytimetherewasanevent…”mutteredLucianasheshookhishead.Whilepast

attendeeshadcertainlybeencuriousaboutallthis,theyhadneverseriouslyattemptedtocrackthe

code.Afterall,everyoneknewthattheorganizer-whohadneverevenshowntheirfacebefore-wasnot

someonetheycouldaffordtomesswith.

“Evenso,I’mgivingitago.Understandinghowthisislandworksisextremelyimportanttome,”replied

Geraldwithasigh,knowingfullwellhowpowerfultheorganizerwas.Evenaftersqueezingeveryounce

ofhispower,itwasstillprobablygoingtobeimpossibleforhimtousehisessentialqitoblowboats



forwardforhours!

“…IsallthisrelatedtothatYearningIslandyoumentionedearlier…?”askedLucian.

“Indeed.Let’sjustsaythatthatislandissimilartothisone.AsforwhyI’mtryingtogetthere,it’s

becausemyparentsandsisteraretrappedonthatisland,whichexplainswhyuncoveringthisisland’s

secretsissoimportanttome.Withanyluck,shouldImanagetolearnhowthisislandoperates,Imay

finallygetmychancetoheadtoYearningIsland…”mutteredGeraldashelookedoutthewindow.

“Isee…Still,youshouldknowthattheorganizernevermakesanappearance.Withthatsaid,noneofus

knowtheirtrueidentity!”repliedLucianwithaslightnod.

SensingLucian’sworry,Geraldsimplysaid,“Ibelievethatthatcanchange.WhileIwon’tdoanything

toodrasticjusttocrackthecode,I’llstillbepryingaroundtoseeifIcanlearnanythinguseful.”

“I’llhelp,”repliedLucianashepattedGeraldontheshoulder.

“Iappreciateit.Eitherway,I’llbegettingsomerestfirst.Callmeifthere’sanything,”saidGeraldashe

puffedonhiscigarettebeforewalkingtowardoneofthebedrooms.


