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Ethan Hunt comforted Diane and she calmed back down. Then he called Wesley Cooper over so that they could continue with their work.

Ms. Cindy was still a little worried that Diane would get angry and blame her.

“Ms. Cindy, well done, I really have to thank you this time.”

But these words from Ethan Hunt made her feel so touched she nearly cried. Even if Diane scolded her harshly, it would have all been worth it.

Ethan Hunt had complimented her!

“Brother Ethan! I will definitely protect CEO Palmer!”

“Thank you.” Ethan Hunt was truly grateful to Ms. Cindy. He had been grateful to her ever since that first time she sacrificed herself to save Diane. If Ms. Cindy hadn’t called him in time, he couldn’t imagine how terrible things would have turned out.

“I’ll promote you and increase your salary, and I’ll introduce a nice boy to you.”

He left the wolves behind to protect Diane while he left the place all by himself.

He had to stir things up more violently in the north. This big pool of water was getting more and more tumultuous, so more and more people were coming to the surface. There were people from the illegal circle, the legal circle and even Hidden Sect.

The group that he had been investigating for so many years.

The moment he thought about that red cloud shaped tattoo, Ethan Hunt’s eyes would start looking extremely murderous.

Ethan Hunt had called Winston to meet him at their usual spot and Ethan Hunt had arrived early.

A fair faced young man soon sat down across from Ethan Hunt and snapped his fingers.

“Boss! I want a bowl of bean curd with no sugar!”

“Sure!”

Ethan Hunt looked up and his expression shocked Winston. He seldom saw Ethan Hunt with such an expression. His stern expression was also filled with a tremendous amount of murder.

“Something nearly happened to Diane.”

“You’re kidding,” Winston’s gaze instantly grew cold. “Who did it?”

“The Langston family.”

“Bloody hell, where did they get the courage to do that?! How DARE they touch my Big Boss’ wife?!” Winston immediately started cursing and swearing. “Big Boss, I’ll go and wipe that family out right now!”

“The time hasn’t come for you to reveal your identity,” Ethan Hunt shook his head. He wasn’t in a hurry to deal with the Langston family. Besides, it wasn’t time yet. And even though he knew the Langston family was the one who did this, their main target was Eleanor Belmont, and Diane was just unlucky.

It wasn’t difficult for Ethan Hunt to wipe the Langston family out. But there was no point in just killing all of them.

If he was going to do anything, he was going to make the Langston family a knife for him!

“Any movement among the other supremely powerful families?”

“Nothing. Besides the Belmont family, everyone else is behaving normally,” Winston shook his head. “Oh by the way, your old man has been investigating a few things secretly. He thought

Nobody noticed…”

When it came to investigating matters and sourcing for information, it was hard to escape Winston’s notice if someone was snooping around for news. Especially in the north where Winston had been based for so many years.

“What is he trying to investigate?” There was a slight change in Ethan Hunt’s gaze.

“He’s trying to trace what happened between the four supremely powerful families fifteen years ago. There’s nothing unusual about the information he has, but this particular time frame he’s looking at is just too much of a coincidence.”

Fifteen years ago. That was the time when Ethan Hunt and his mother had been chased out of the Hunt family. That was the time when Ethan Hunt had become an unwanted son of a supremely powerful family and ended up wandering the streets!

That was also the time Luther Hunt annulled his marriage to his wife and remarried the daughter of the Elrod family, another supremely powerful family. That was how the Hunt family went up by one level to become one of the four supremely powerful families.

What Ethan Hunt couldn’t understand was how

Luther Hunt could bear to abandon his mother even though he said that she was the only woman he would ever love.

And after being chased out of the house, until the day his mother died, she never said anything bad about that idiot!

Ethan Hunt really didn’t get it.

“Exactly what happened fifteen years ago?”
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This whole thing was a mystery, and Ethan Hunt still couldn’t solve it.

And even when he got the chance to kill Luther Hunt and avenge his mother, he decided against it because he wanted to find out what really happened.

What happened back then?

He was still young back then and didn’t know anything. His heart was only filled with fury and hatred.

He hated Luther Hunt for cruelly chasing him and his mother out of the house to wander on the streets, which caused his mother to eventually die terribly from hunger and the cold. Ethan Hunt would never forget that.

To him, Luther Hunt was a betrayer, an irresponsible and unreliable man. Ethan Hunt had no good feelings towards him at all and felt only hatred.

“Big Boss, it’s not my place to advise you on this matter, but according to everything I’ve found out so far over the years, I’m afraid whatever happened back then is more complicated than it looks.” Winston always continued to help Ethan Hunt investigate what happened then. “But if you tell me you want to kill him, then I won’t even frown at these orders!”

“Who cares if he’s the head of a supremely powerful family? Even if he was a god, I’ll help you lop his head off!”

“But I’m afraid you might regret doing that, so please think through this carefully first.”

Only Winston would tell Ethan Hunt something like this. And only Winston dared to.

These two were blood brothers. Ethan Hunt had risked his own life to save Winston’s, so Ethan Hunt was Winston’s Big Boss and was even closer to him than if he had an elder brother.

As long as Ethan Hunt said the word, Winston would do anything for him without question or protest, no matter how risky it was.

The boss brought the bean curd over and Winston took two mouthfuls.

“In any case, I’ll just wait for you to say the word. I’ll do whatever you tell me to.”

Ethan Hunt nodded. The expression on his face relaxed a little.

“Sometimes I really miss the time when both of us were engaged in battle. We didn’t need to think about so much and we just focused on killing.”

Winston suddenly burst out laughing.

“Oh but you can’t do that now, you’re married,” he chuckled. “I would rather you live happily from now on.”

He gulped the rest of the bean curd down, then wiped his mouth messily and got up.

“I’ll keep a close eye on the Langston family, the Hunt family and the other families involved. I’ll tell you if I find anything.”

Winston then picked up his cap, wore it, and disappeared into the crowd.

Ethan Hunt continued to sit at the table and looked at his bowl of bean curd.

He started to think about the past. That was the time when he was the craziest…

On the battlefield, he had made a name for himself purely by killing others. He killed so many that the entire world was trembling under his feet.

But even after achieving that, he couldn’t save his mother and still couldn’t protect the ones he loved and cherished the most. From then onwards, Ethan Hunt knew what the most important thing to him truly was.

He was going to protect everyone who was precious to him. Even if it cost his life, he would give it up willingly.

Ethan Hunt didn’t want to have anymore regrets.

Ethan Hunt picked up the bowl of bean curd and gulped it down. He threw some money on the table and left.

At this moment.

Many strange faces would appear near the Langston house.

Not a single face repeated itself.

Some were watching from the outside, and some were trying to find a way to get into the house. In no time, the Langston house was a place that had attracted quite a bit of attention.

At the top floor office of Belmont Group.

Ernest Belmont was now in charge of the company. Even though he wasn’t really in control, but his name represented the Belmont family’s ultimate power over the company.

“Mr. Belmont, I’ve placed all the information that Miss Belmont had on the desk. Do you need anything else?”

“I’ll look at these later. Get me the information on everyone in higher management in Belmont Group, including the industries and departments they’re in charge of. I also want to see the group’s cash flow for the past three years, so get it sorted out as quickly as possible for me.”
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“Yes, Young Master Belmont!”

Ernest Belmont was fast and furious when it came to getting things done.

In just two days, he had taken over the group of people who worked directly for Eleanor Belmont.

These were all the people that the Belmont family trusted the most, and could be trusted at the moment. At least that what things looked like for now.

Ernest Belmont wasn’t confident to say that he could fully trust anybody in Belmont Group. Even though some of them were groomed and taken care of by the Belmont family, nobody knew who these people were truly loyal to.

Ernest Belmont could sense what sort of pressure Eleanor Belmont felt as he stood in front of the window wall.

He too, felt exhausted just thinking about trying to control this huge company.

“Belmont Group will always be an asset of the Belmont family. It won’t be so easy for any of you to take a single cent from this place!”

He narrowed his eyes and a murderous air overtook his entire face. In an instant, the same air disappeared as if it was never there before.

RIIINGG…

Ernest Belmont’s phone rang and he picked it up the moment he saw who was calling.

“Young Master Belmont, the head of the Langston family, Augustus Langston, is not at home. Three of us have gone in and we’re sure!”

Ernest Belmont frowned.

“Got it.”

He hung up and his expression was a little nasty.

This old bastard was actually not at home. Where could he have gone to?

This fellow seldom left the house. If he wasn’t home, there were plenty of places in the north for him to go to. But where would he go?

The Langston family had suddenly attacked the Belmont family without warning, and this made Ernest Belmont very wary of them.

Augustus Langston was feeling just as wary. He had sent Liam Finch to kill Eleanor Belmont, but he never got news of Eleanor Belmont’s death. When even Diane didn’t die either, Augustus Langston realized what must have happened.

Liam Finch had failed.

But Augustus Langston knew very well how highly skilled Liam Finch was.

Liam Finch was highly ranked even among the grandmaster level fighters. If he had been killed without any news of it leaking out, there was only one possibility.

The person who did this was so powerful, he was frightening.

And who else would fit the bill besides the Belmont family?

The Belmont family had killed his brother and now they had killed his personal bodyguard. It was obvious what the Belmont family was trying to do.

Augustus Langston wasn’t at home. About three hours after Liam Finch left to kill Eleanor Belmont, Augustus Langston had already secretly left home.

At this very moment.

Augustus Langston was walking through a bamboo forest. He knew about this place long ago, but he never came here and never wanted to.

But now that the Langston family was in this state, he couldn’t continue being so stubborn.

Never mind moving one step forward – it was going to be hard for the Langston family to even continue surviving well in the north.

After all, he was up against the Belmont family.

Among the four supremely powerful families, the Belmont family was the one who was now at the top of their game.

Augustus Langston spotted a tea pavilion. He was quite a distance away, but he could already smell the strong fragrance of tea.

The blinds around the pavilion were down and it hid the person sitting inside from sight.

Augustus Langston walked over and two figures immediately appeared. They blocked Augustus Langston’s way and the eyes beneath their masks were both icy and unfeeling.

“Who are you looking for?” came the voice behind the blinds.

“I’m looking for you!” replied Augustus Langston. He stretched his palm out to reveal a piece of skin that had been sliced off with a sharp knife.

There was an eye catching red cloud tattooed on this piece of skin.

Augustus Langston stretched his hand out as he looked at the blinds.

“Does this look familiar to you?”

“Why are you looking for me?”

The person behind the blinds ignored Augustus Langston’s question. It was as if he never cared about those things that didn’t matter.

He didn’t care about this red cloud either.

“Humph, why else do you think I’m looking for you?” Augustus Langston snorted coldly and glanced at the two men who were blocking his way. “Do you think these two can block my way?”

There was an incredible amount of murder emanating from his face.

If not for Hidden Sect and the man in front of him, Gregory Langston wouldn’t have chosen this path and lose his life as a result.

He wished he could kill the man behind the blinds right now!
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“You’re right, they can’t block you,” said the calm voice behind the blinds. “You two can leave.”

He told the two men to leave.

The two figures immediately disappeared. The only thing in Augustus Langston’s way were the blinds of the tea pavilion.

He clenched his fists and narrowed his eyes. Augustus Langston didn’t expect this man to be this arrogant. Was he challenging Augustus Langston?

Did he think that Augustus Langston couldn’t do anything about him?

The fragrance of the tea continued to fill the air.

The person sitting in the pavilion didn’t seem tall nor muscular. He seemed like an ordinary person on the street.

But he was still calm and steady even though Augustus Langston was spewing murder from his face and wanted to avenge his younger brother.

“Just speak your mind. I’m about to finish my tea.”

The sound of tea being poured into a teacup made Augustus Langston unable to find the courage to attack this man. He was more wary and uneasy inside.

“I can’t kill you!” said Augustus Langston through clenched teeth.

He had to admit that the person behind the blinds was too powerful, and was powerful beyond his imagination. He was less than fifteen feet away, but the pressure he felt was fairly intense.

It was as if he might die before he could even push the blinds aside.

“You’re very humble,” said His Lordship. “Why don’t you try?”

Augustus Langston didn’t move. He didn’t dare to.

“You’re way worse than Gregory Langston,” commented His Lordship quietly when he saw that Augustus Langston wasn’t going to move. “He didn’t hesitate when he tried to kill me. But it’s too bad that he lacked some understanding.”

Augustus Langston still didn’t move.

His Lordship was the current leader of Hidden Sect. Nobody knew who he really was, but Augustus Langston had guessed that he was definitely a big shot in the north.

He wondered if he would be able to see His Lordship’s face if he dashed into the pavilion now.

The look in Augustus Langston’s eyes kept changing as he hesitated. But after just a few moments, he gave up that thought.

If he saw His Lordship’s face, he would definitely have to die.

And he might not get to even see anything.

It was too difficult to understand this man. Even though he hadn’t seen him, just his voice alone and the aura he had from afar made Augustus Langston feel a sense of helplessness before this man.

“Since you don’t have anything to say, I’ll say it.” His Lordship spoke without waiting for Augustus Langston. “Gregory Langston is dead, so I need someone here. I want you to become one of my pawns.”

He went straight to the point.

And was very domineering about it.

His Lordship was clearly just informing Augustus Langston and he didn’t sound like he was willing to negotiate.

“Why should I?”

Augustus Langston smiled coldly. He had come here to kill His Lordship but didn’t dare to, and that had already made him feel very frustrated. But now His Lordship had actually said that he wanted Augustus Langston to be one of his pawns?

What a joke!

“There’s no reason. I believe you will agree to this,” said His Lordship. “Just like your two other brothers.”

Augustus Langston’s expression instantly grew icy cold when he heard these words.

“What did you say?”

His Lordship had mentioned both his brothers. Besides Gregory Langston, his other brother, Valentin Langston, had gone missing for many years without any news. Had he also joined Hidden Sect?

How could this be?

He didn’t have any information on Valentin Langston’s whereabouts and couldn’t contact him at all. How could His Lordship know anything?

“The Langston family is really not simple at all. All three of you are advanced grandmasters and your family should have become one of the supremely powerful families. But it was such a pity…” His Lordship sighed. “Many things are a matter of timing. The position your family was supposed to have was snatched away by someone else. And you might never get it back again.”

“What are you trying to say?!” roared Augustus Langston as he pointed towards the man behind the blinds. “Explain yourself properly!”

“You don’t have to doubt any longer. Valentin Langston is still alive and he’s living well. But he has changed his identity and nobody knows who he is now,” replied his Lordship. “But I can tell you that he also has a red cloud on his body.”

“You still have to rely on yourselves to decide the future of the Langston family.”
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“That’s all I will say.”

The blinds of the tea pavilion started to sway as the person inside seemed to evaporate like steam. This steam floated away into the distance with the fragrance of the tea and slowly disappeared.

“Stop! Stop right there!” Augustus Langston roared and dashed into the pavilion. He pulled the blinds away only to see a simple table for making tea. The cup on it was still steaming.

His gaze was unsteady. He never thought that two out of the three Chang brothers would have chosen to join Hidden Sect.

And he was the last one to know about this.

“Valentin!” Augustus Langston clenched his teeth. “Where are you now?!”

He was still holding the piece of skin he cut from Gregory Langston’s body. That red cloud tattoo had become redder from blood and became even more eye catching than ever.

Augustus Langston took a deep breath and his eyes slowly darkened. He suddenly tore his collar open and a dagger soon appeared in his hand.

He lifted his hand and cut off part of the skin above his heart, and blood immediately flowed out.

Augustus Langston’s expression didn’t change and he didn’t even frown. He cut off his own skin and replaced it with the piece he cut off from Gregory Langston.

A bright red cloud shaped tattoo was now on Augustus Langston, and the color really stood out.

The Langston family will take back what we’ve lost…sooner or later!”

Augustus Langston clenched his fist. Fresh blood flowed out from between his fingers and dripped onto the ground…

Meanwhile.

Ethan Hunt wasn’t bothered by the Langston family for the moment. He was looking at the big picture and not just one Langston family, or any of the powerful families individually.

There was no point in wiping out any of the powerful families if he hadn’t drawn out all the people in Hidden Sect.

The most important task at hand was to completely destroy Belmont Group. He was going to break Belmont Group down layer by layer and dig out everybody who was part of Hidden Sect.

He had a feeling that once he brought Belmont Group down and tore it to pieces, all the Hidden Sect members hiding inside would reveal themselves because of the benefits at stake.

No matter how well they hid themselves or how careful they were, they were sure to leave some clues behind when their benefits were threatened.

All these greedy people had chosen to join Hidden Sect precisely because of the benefits they could get

Once he cut off their source of benefits, they would become more anxious than anybody else.

“Brother Ethan, are you listening to me or not?” Ms. Cindy waved a hand in front of Ethan Hunt’s face when she saw that he had gone into a daze. “Brother Ethan!”

“What? Oh yeah I’m listening.” Replied Ethan Hunt quickly. “These chips are nicer. They’re fragrant, spicy and crispy, so you’ve got to always have some with you regardless of whether you’re at home, on holiday or at work.”

“Brother Ethan!” Ms. Cindy rolled her eyes. “That’s what we talked about half an hour ago! I’m talking about a boyfriend now!”

She sighed. She had been talking about this to Ethan Hunt for so long but he wasn’t listening at all.

She had dolled herself up, taken a nice photo and took more than an hour to edit the photo too. She was asking Ethan Hunt for a way to contact the guy Ethan Hunt told her about but Ethan Hunt was now talking to her about potato chips.

“Oh, that guy was it? Don’t worry, you’ll get to see him soon. He’s definitely your type, you know, the handsome tough guy who’s also playful and cheeky at times. I’m sure you’ll like him.”

Ethan Hunt grinned and turned to look at Diane who was still going through plans with Wesley Cooper.

“They’re not done with their discussion yet?”

Ethan Hunt didn’t know much about business and left this part to Diane.

Palmer Group was about to officially enter the northern market and this was a big thing. Palmer Group had held more than ten meetings about this already

“They’ve already settled on a plan, but CEO Palmer wants to have a few backups just in case

Something goes wrong.”

Ms. Cindy quickly turned the topic back. “Brother Ethan, how did you know I like handsome tough guys who are also playful and cheeky at times?”

“That’s because you’re always looking at me and drooling,” replied Ethan Hunt without hesitating. “I keep wondering if I look like a potato chip.”
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Ms. Cindy’s face reddened.

“You’re good looking, you’re a nice person and you can really fight too, so what’s wrong with looking at you since you’re so pleasant to the eyes? I don’t dare to snatch you from CEO Palmer anyway,” she whined. “And it’s not like I can either.”

“It’s good to be self aware. That’s a good trait. Keep it up.”

Ethan Hunt got up and snatched a bag of chips from Ms. Cindy’s hands as he walked past her. He ate the chips while walking towards Diane, then took a chair and sat down to listen to the discussion.

“We’ll go with this plan first. There’s nothing wrong with our product, so we just need to test it out and get feedback from the market and the consumers.”

Diane kept away the document file in her hands. “Collect all the relevant data and we’ll adjust our plans accordingly.”

“Got it!”

“Alright!”

Wesley Cooper and the rest quickly got to work.

“Wifey, you have to be careful of Ms. Cindy,” Ethan Hunt took a potato chip and stuffed it into Diane’s mouth. “That little imp actually has designs on me and keeps stealing glances at me and even drools. I don’t dare to go too close to her anymore!”

“It’s too dangerous!”

“I’ll fire her then.”

Diane chewed on the chips. This flavor seemed different from the previous packet. It tasted yummy.

“Oh but I don’t think we can fire her,” Diane shook her head before Ethan Hunt said anything. “If we fire her, then who are we going to steal chips from?”

If Ms. Cindy knew how much Ethan Hunt and Diane coveted her potato chips, she wouldn’t know whether to laugh or cry.

Ethan Hunt finished off every single chip in the bag without even leaving any crumbs behind and wiped his mouth.

“All ready to go?”

“Yup.”

“This is just the beginning. Palmer Group not only has to enter the northern market, but the company also has to take over this area and even replace Belmont Group’s position in the north!”

This was a really ambitious idea.

But Ethan Hunt said it so nonchalantly, like it was no big deal.

Replace Belmont Group?!

Diane choked on the chips. Ethan Hunt quickly poured her a glass of water and she calmed back down after drinking two mouthfuls.

“You said, replace Belmont Group’s position in the north?!”

Diane’s face was still a little red after choking on the chips earlier. She thought she heard Ethan Hunt wrongly.

Belmont Group was involved in more than ten different industries and they were at the top of every industry they dabbled in. The power they wielded was a force to be reckoned with.

“That’s right,” Ethan Hunt’s expression was still calm. “Is it very difficult?”

Diane took a deep breath. It wasn’t a matter of how difficult it was. It was a matter of whether it was even possible.

If he was just referring to the industry that Palmer Group was in, then there was a fighting chance. After all, Palmer Group had put in a lot of resources into this industry and they had plenty of experience.

But Belmont Group wasn’t just in this industry, but in several others too.

Palmer Group had never even heard of some of the other industries, so how were they going to replace Belmont Group?

By just dreaming about it?

“This isn’t a matter of how difficult it is,” said Diane. “Belmont Group is involved in many industries that Palmer Group doesn’t have a hand in, so how are we going to compete with them?”

“We’re not competing,” replied Ethan Hunt with a straight face. “Get rid of Belmont Group and snatch these from them.”

Diane was even more speechless. Get rid of Belmont Group…and just snatch it from them?

She blinked several times as she stared at Ethan Hunt. She couldn’t tell if Ethan Hunt was just joking or if he was being serious.

Get rid of Belmont Group and just forcibly takeover their businesses?

Just talking about it made her feel a rush of adrenaline.

“Ethan Hunt, are you serious about this?” Diane asked after taking a deep breath. She had an answer in mind but she felt like she had to ask.

“Yup, I’m serious.”

“Ok,” Diane nodded. “What do you need me to do?”

That was how Diane was. As long as Ethan Hunt told her that he was serious about doing something, Diane would believe him and have complete trust in him. She would do whatever Ethan Hunt told her to do.

“Be mentally prepared first,“ replied Ethan Hunt. “This will take a bit of time, it could be three months, or it could be…”

“Three to five years?”

“Nah, three to five days.”
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Diane decided not to say anymore. She felt like her ambition was nowhere near Ethan Hunt’s.

He wanted to acquire Belmont Group in three to five days?

Ethan Hunt was probably the only person in the entire universe who dared to say something like this. But Diane had a feeling that whatever Ethan Hunt said could possibly come true.

“Alright, I’ll go with whatever you say said Diane. “I’ll put a proposal for Palmer Group’s future expansion together, help me take a look later.”

She got up to get ready. Even a thought was enough to set the direction for Palmer Group’s future expansion.

In the past, Diane never dared to even think that Palmer Group could become something as huge as Belmont Group. But Ethan Hunt didn’t think that becoming like Belmont Group was the end point for Palmer Group yet.

At the same time.

At the meeting room on the top floor of Belmont Group.

This was the most highly furnished meeting room of Belmont Group, and anybody who was allowed to enter this room was of the highest standing in the company.

Ernest Belmont was seated at the chairperson’s seat and his voice was loud and clear.

“Everyone, Belmont Group is now at a point where we either have to make it or break it.”

His expression was unusually solemn. Ever since Palmer Group officially came to the north and their new product caused a sensation, he could sense danger from them.

It was a very serious danger coming his way.

This was despite the fact that Palmer Group was a competitor in only one industry and wasn’t really considered much of a threat.

But he continued to feel that this Palmer Group wasn’t so simple.

“Mr. Belmont, you’re kidding, right? Belmont Group has been doing well operationally and our profits have begun to rise. What do you mean by we are at a point where we have to make it or break it?”

“That’s right, Mr. Belmont. You just took over from Miss Belmont and you might not be too

Familiar with the workings of Belmont Group, so that’s why you’re saying all these strange things, right?”

There were some who started talking sarcastically before Ernest Belmont could continue.

Ernest Belmont frowned.

Of course he knew that he couldn’t call the shots in Belmont Group. Not even the Belmont family could.

Everyone present in this meeting had a share in the benefits and were tied to this big ship called Belmont Group. Nobody was going to give up the benefits they had and nobody was going to give up the chance to get more.

He started to feel frustrated.

This was Eleanor Belmont’s concept. She wanted to create a top notch corporate battleship.

She had succeeded, but she had exchanged too many benefits in order to reach this dream. So Belmont Group had become greatly divided and it was no longer the concept that Eleanor Belmont started out with.

The Belmont family had also paid a great price in terms of resources, but they were still unable to fully control Belmont Group and it was getting harder and harder to do so.

“My capability should not be questioned by people like you,” Ernest Belmont didn’t bother sounding polite. He turned to see that the two who spoke up were actually from second tier families.

The fact that they could enter this meeting meant that the amount of benefits they enjoyed was astounding.

Some of the really big shots in the region didn’t represent themselves. Instead, they backed these second tier or even third tier families, sending these representatives in to Belmont Group to fight for every position that could earn them benefits.

Ernest Belmont felt more and more convinced that Belmont Group was going to be emptied from the inside soon.

If Belmont Group wasn’t able to continue making profit and provide everyone with benefits, it would have collapsed already.

“Mr. Belmont, that’s not right of you to say,” said one of them. “We’re all shareholders of Belmont Group. Even though the Belmont family has the majority share, did you think Belmont Group could become such a huge

Conglomerate if the rest of us didn’t work hard together with you?”

Belmont Group was the leader in every industry it was involved in and was practically immovable.

That wasn’t something the Belmont family could do by themselves.

“Or does Mr. Belmont think that Belmont Group is already good to go and so you don’t need us around anymore?” called out another voice.

This was as good as challenging Ernest Belmont in front of everyone.

They used to challenge Eleanor Belmont like this in the past too, and they loved doing it.

Even though Belmont Group looked like it belonged to the Belmont family, everyone knew that the Belmont family couldn’t call the shots and everyone else had their own plans.

The number of people who spoke in the meeting room were few. Most of them were just watching the show.

They all wanted to know what the future head of the Belmont family, Ernest Belmont, was capable of.

Even if Damien Belmont himself sat at the top of Belmont Group, he would find it hard to control the company too.

The air in the meeting room didn’t seem tense nor volatile. Everyone smiled and seemed to get along well. But everyone knew that this place was even crueler than an actual battlefield. 
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If Ernest Belmont couldn’t control the meeting today, then he couldn’t take over from Eleanor Belmont. The divisions in Belmont Group were going to become worse.

Everyone was looking at Ernest Belmont and waiting to watch a good show. Back then, it had been very difficult for Eleanor Belmont to hold on too. But at least she had a better idea of what was going on because she was the one who conceptualized the company in the first place.

But nobody was willing to recognize Ernest Belmont.

What right did he have to take over?

What right did he have to control this huge company?

“Mr. Belmont, it you feel that you don’t need us anymore, then there’s nothing we can say. We can close our department and you can be in charge yourself.”

“That’s right. If you think you can do it, then we’re happy to give up our position.”

“We’ve worked so hard for Belmont Group for so many years and it’s been pretty tiring. Could we take a break?”
The few of them who spoke up just kept egging each other on. Everything they said was sarcastic and hinted at something else. Their words didn’t have any regard for this future head of the Belmont family and they treated him like he wasn’t a member of this supremely powerful family.

Outside of this place, they wouldn’t dare to do this because the Belmont family was a powerful family of extremely high standing.

But within Belmont Group, they were like bacteria. The Belmont family didn’t like them around but had no choice but to live with them.

“And who are you?” Ernest Belmont looked up at the first person who spoke up. His voice was calm and void of feeling.

“I’m Hugh McGrath, the sales director for the steel industry.” Hugh McGrath smiled. “Mr. Belmont, can you remember me now?”

He wasn’t afraid of the Belmont family at all. If Ernest Belmont really forced him to leave the company, then Belmont Group’s entire steel industry would instantly collapse and lose all their sales networks.

“No, I can’t remember.”

Ernest Belmont got up and walked over to him.

Suddenly, he reached a hand out to grab Hugh McGrath’s throat and lifted him from his chair. Hugh McGrath’s legs were dangling in the air and he tried hard to struggle free.

Everyone watching was in shock.

They didn’t expect Ernest Belmont to be so domineering.

They were in the office!

“Let, let go of me!” Hugh McGrath continued to struggle. His face was all red and he was kicking around in the air, but he simply couldn’t get out of Ernest Belmont’s grip.

His face was slowly turning blue and his eyes were rolling backwards soon.

He didn’t think that Ernest Belmont would attack him physically just because he challenged Ernest Belmont’s authority.

It was getting difficult to breathe and his head started to spin. But no matter how hard he tried, he couldn’t get out of Ernest Belmont’s hand.

“I don’t need to remember anything about a dead man.”

CRAACK!

Ernest Belmont suddenly exerted some strength in his fingers and broke Hugh McGrath’s neck. This crisp sound instantly quietened the entire meeting room.

It was completely silent.

THUD!

Ernest Belmont scoffed and flung Hugh McGrath’s dead body onto the floor, and it landed with a thud.

He turned around to see that everyone’s faces was filled with shock and fear.

Ernest Belmont was really bold.

“And you,” he walked over to the second person. “You said the Belmont family doesn’t need you?”

“Guess what. You’re right.”

BAM!

He threw a punch without letting that person speak. That person crashed to the floor and died on the spot.

Everyone else paled and felt even more uneasy in their seats.

This meeting room had suddenly become a slaughterhouse.

Had Ernest Belmont gone completely insane?

“Wh-what are you trying to do? If you kill me, then it would be a great loss to Belmont Group, and the entire textiles industry…AHH!” Before another one could finish speaking, Ernest Belmont delivered a punch to his heart and shut him up.

He killed five men in total and the temperature in the meeting room was now freezing.

Nobody else dared to speak.

Everyone felt like they were sitting on needles and they were terrified.

The five dead bodies on the floor was Ernest Belmont’s reply to them.

He was coming to unify Belmont Group and he wasn’t going to do it with words or even in a reasonable way. He was going to rely on his on fists to do it. Those who listened would stay alive and those who didn’t could go to hell.

Ernest Belmont didn’t care who was backing these people and definitely didn’t care about how much Belmont Group would lose if these people were dead.

These people deserved to die in the first place.

“Does anyone else want to interrupt me now?”

Ernest Belmont went back to his seat and looked around. His voice was still as cold as ever as he pulled out a couple of tissues to wipe his own hands.

“If nobody has anymore to say, then I hope that you will all remember what I’m going to say next. Those who don’t remember what! Say won’t get the chance to remember it again.”

Chapter 789
Treacherous!

Aggressive!

Domineering!

Ernest Belmont’s vicious and cruel image was instantly etched in everyone’s mind.

They had heard about how the eldest son of the Belmont family was nothing like the spoilt brats of other powerful families. He was highly skilled, very intelligent, vicious, decisive and extremely aggressive.

They had finally seen this for themselves today.

Even though they were also capable people and were backed by even more powerful people, they didn’t dare to fight with Ernest Belmont directly.

After all, they only had one life to live. So what if someone avenged them after they died? They would already be dead.

Ernest Belmont nodded once the meeting room fell silent.

If he knew it would be so easy to silence them, then he would have killed a few of them earlier already. 

“Belmont Group has become a huge conglomerate today. This company belongs to the Belmont family but the Belmont family is unable to fully take control of it,” said Ernest Belmont directly. “Everyone here is intelligent enough, so I won’t beat around the bush.”

“Only benefits last forever, but friendship doesn’t. I get that. So I don’t ask much of everyone. I know that everyone has their own plans and as long as it doesn’t affect the development of Belmont Group, I can close an eye to it.”

“But if you’re too ambitious and your ambition is too much for me to bear, then I’m sorry but the Belmont family will get rid of you!”

He didn’t hide away any of the murderous air within him and unleashed it completely, making everyone in the meeting room shudder.

Ernest Belmont was too aggressive.

He didn’t seem to care about what would happen if the Belmont family ended up angering everyone. At most he would just kill everyone off.

Besides, how many were willing to go all out to fight with the Belmont family?

That was like throwing eggs at a rock.

And how many people were able to trust others who were only friendly with them because they stood to benefit? Everyone was here for only the benefits, and nobody was really friends with one another.

Ernest Belmont knew these things well, and that’s why he dared to control them like this. Even if someone tried to attack the Belmont family and caused losses to the Belmont family, that person was going to lose even more.

“I won’t waste anymore time. I’ve called everyone here to announce something.” Ernest Belmont scoffed before continuing, “From today onwards, Belmont Group will no longer treat Palmer Group as a rival. Instead, we can become friends. We can develop and expand together to make the northern market bigger than before.”

“What? Did I hear him wrongly?”

“Mr. Belmont, this seems to be the complete opposite of what Miss Belmont said before.”

“Palmer Group is very aggressive and even though they’re only in one industry, they’re rising very quickly and we can’t be friends with them!”

Ernest Belmont didn’t say anything. He just narrowed his eyes and looked at the people who spoke up.

The more he didn’t speak, the more frightening he became. Those who wanted to say more immediately shut their mouths and didn’t dare to say anything.

“I’m not discussing this with you. I’m just notifying you.” Ernest Belmont looked around. “Anybody has any opinions?”

Nobody dared to say anything.

“Excellent. I hope everyone can work well together and bring Belmont Group to greater heights. That way, everyone can benefit even more.”

He got up and left the meeting room without turning back.

After Ernest Belmont left, the entire meeting room exploded with anger.

BAM!

Someone angrily smashed a glass and cursed angrily, “What the hell is this? The Belmont family is too complacent now!”

“They’re too arrogant and have no regard for the rest of us!”

“Support Palmer Group and treat them as friends? It’s obvious that they’re working hand in hand with the Belmont family! We’ve been played out by the Belmont family!”

Chapter 790
All of them were fuming.

When Eleanor Belmont was still in charge, she had told them to treat Palmer Group as Belmont Group’s biggest rival. She got all of them to take this seriously and watch Palmer Group carefully, as well as attack them as hard as they could.

How much did they invest in doing that? And how much had they lost?

But now, Ernest Belmont was in charge and he wanted them to treat Palmer Group as friends. He wanted them to cooperate with Palmer Group and to even support them.

He could dream on!

It was so obvious what the Belmont family was trying to do.

The Belmont family was just short of announcing that they were the ones backing Palmer Group all along and Palmer Group belonged to the Belmont family.

“This Belmont family really played a good game and fooled us all!”

“There’s no need to make second guesses. This Palmer Group definitely belongs to the Belmont family, and even all that about Greencliff being a forbidden territory was created by the Belmont family!”

“What an ambitious plan! Is the Belmont family trying to dominate the north now?!”

Everyone was indignant and were filled with fury.

When Ernest Belmont was still in the room, they didn’t dare to say anything because they were afraid of this mad man. But once Ernest Belmont left the room, they all started losing their temper.

It was so obvious now. Palmer Group definitely belonged to the Belmont family!

But the Belmont family did not dare to publicly admit to this. Once they did that, it would be equivalent to saying that they had played out all the powerful families of the north and that would incur the wrath of everyone in the north.

Even though the Belmont family was a supremely powerful family, it would be hard to take everyone’s wrath at one go.

But even if they didn’t say anything, everyone knew that the Belmont family was behind Palmer Group!

Greencliff was backed by the Belmont family!

It wasn’t difficult for a supremely powerful family to create some forbidden territory of sorts.

Before this, everyone was still guessing and didn’t dare to say it for sure. But now Ernest Belmont had practically admitted to it.

The whole meeting room was filled with cursing and swearing. But everybody knew that the show had to go on. After they were done cursing, they had to get back to doing the things they had to.

But without a doubt, everyone’s attention was now on Palmer Group.

Palmer Group belonged to the Belmont family but the Belmont family didn’t dare to admit this and used this company to fight the other powerful families of the north to get rid of Belmont Group’s enemies.

So since they couldn’t fight head on with the Belmont family, then they were going to chop the Belmont family’s arms off! They were going to destroy Palmer Group!

They were going to bankrupt a company that the Belmont family took so much effort to build.

They were going to completely annihilate the forbidden territory of Greencliff that the Belmont family had painstakingly crafted.

After the meeting ended, everyone left. They were clearly displeased with Ernest Belmont’s decision and it was written all over their faces. But they would soon do something to respond to the Belmont family’s aggressiveness.

Ernest Belmont stood in front of the window wall in his office with a treacherous expression on his face.

“A tooth for a tooth,” he scoffed. “Back then, you used the Belmont family as a shield, so it’s your turn to take a hit.”

Someone had set up a chess game in the north and made use of the Belmont family to become Palmer Group’s shield. So everyone else believed that Palmer Group belonged to the Belmont family.

Those people who initially had plans to attack Palmer Group suddenly didn’t dare to make a move anymore. This was a really good tactic.

But since they took away something they shouldn’t have, they had to pay the price for doing so!

Since everyone was so unhappy with the Belmont family, he was going to get them to vent their anger on Palmer Group.

Someone out there was hoping that the Belmont family would come out and admit that Palmer Group belonged to them?

He could dream on!

Ernest Belmont was pretty proud of himself. He was going to watch quietly as the powerful families of the north would start to attack Palmer Group like crazy because they thought that Palmer Group was the Belmont family’s shield against everyone who was a threat to Belmont Group!

