Chapter 811
“Something…something’s happened…”

Josiah McGrath was hesitant and he avoided eye contact.

Dillon McGrath’s eyes widened with a start. He really couldn’t take much more shock now.

“What happened? Tell me now! What’s happened to the McGrath family?!”

He sat up and grabbed Josiah McGrath’s shoulders tightly. He was practically shouting now.

“The other powerful families are calling us traitors, saying that we’re dogs who work for the Belmont family, so they’ve launched an attack on all our businesses…” Josiah McGrath’s voice trembled. “In just one day, we’ve lost more than $200 million.”

WOONG…

Dillon McGrath felt as if something had struck his head and his head was spinning.

How much again?

The family had lost more than $200 million in just one day?

PFFFT…

Dillon McGrath couldn’t hold it in anymore. He opened his mouth and threw up a mouthful of blood, splattering it all over Josiah McGrath’s face and he was so alarmed he started shouting.

“Dillon McGrath! Dillon McGrath! Are you alright?”

He saw that Dillon McGrath was about to faint, so he leaned forward to hold onto Dillon McGrath’s shoulders and looked like he was going to do mouth to mouth resuscitation on Dillon McGrath again.

When Dillon McGrath saw Josiah McGrath’s mouth coming towards him, he quickly pinched himself to keep himself awake and pushed Josiah McGrath away. “Don’t come so close to me!”

Dillon McGrath’s eyes were bloodshot and he was about to collapse.

The McGrath family had suffered tremendous losses.

On top of that, this factory was being used by Palmer Group and they were spending the McGrath family’s money to buy raw material and keep the factory operating so as to manufacture goods for Palmer Group. Dillon McGrath really felt like hitting his own head against the wall.

“We didn’t betray the rest of the powerful families! We really didn’t!” shouted Dillon McGrath

Loudly. But nobody could hear him, and even if anyone did, nobody would believe him.

That news article was enough to make the McGrath family lose all credibility.

RIIIING….

Dillon McGrath’s phone started ringing. The moment he saw who the caller was, he paled slightly and quickly picked it up.

“Hello?”

“The McGrath family is really bold!” came an angry and authoritative voice on the other end. “You said that you wanted us to be your backers but now you’ve gone looking for the Belmont family instead! Do you think I’m stupid and easy to fool?”

“No! No! That’s not what happened! Please let me explain things!” Dillon McGrath went into a panic and wanted to explain himself, but the other side wasn’t going to listen to him.

“Don’t bother explaining to me! From today onwards, your family has nothing to do with mine! Since you dared to humiliate me like this, don’t blame me for getting nasty!”

The other side hung up immediately after that. Dillon McGrath had no chance to explain at all.

Even the first tier family that backed the McGrath family didn’t trust him anymore. Dillon McGrath suddenly felt terribly cold. It was as if he had lost everything in just a few moments.

But he hadn’t done anything.

Dillon McGrath sat on the bed in a daze, as if his soul had left him and his eyes were vacant.

“Dillon McGrath?” Josiah McGrath asked cautiously, “Are you…are you alright?”

Dillon McGrath looked up with a start and his eyes suddenly gave off a frightening gleam. He jumped up and pounced onto Josiah McGrath like he had gone mad, and proceeded to punch Josiah McGrath fiercely.

“It’s all because of you and your son! It’s all your fault!”

“I’m going to beat you to death! You little bastard, I’m going to kill you!”

If Corey McGrath didn’t slip up and end up getting caught by Ethan Hunt, things wouldn’t have turned out like this. If this father and son hadn’t come up with this stupid idea, then things wouldn’t have become like this.

“AHHHH!”

Josiah McGrath howled miserably but Dillon McGrath refused to stop. A vicious glint flashed through his eyes and he decided to bite Josiah McGrath.

“I’ll bite you to death!”


Chapter 812
Weird sounds came out from the hostel room. They sounded like howls, but not quite. There was a lot of groaning and moaning and everyone who went near the room would stop and was too embarrassed to walk further down the corridor.

“Big Boss, are we disturbing them?” Brother Geoff frowned a little and muttered, “These two grown men don’t know how to control themselves.”

Ethan Hunt couldn’t be bothered and just pushed the door open. Inside the room, Josiah McGrath was lying below Dillon McGrath and they did look like they were engaging in some activity that nobody else wanted to see.

Dillon McGrath looked up when he heard the door open. When he saw it was Ethan Hunt, he became so angry that his eyes reddened.

“I’m going to kill you!” yelled Dillon McGrath loudly. He got up and ran towards Ethan Hunt.

PAK!

This slap caused Dillon McGrath to tumble back onto the bed and woke him up.

The pain on his face stung badly.

Dillon McGrath clutched his face and there was nothing else he could do besides clench his teeth.

“I didn’t intend to interrupt both of you, but since we’ve settled everything here, then we ought to go,” said Ethan Hunt calmly. “Mr.McGrath, that slap was free of charge, no worries.”

“You…”

“The McGrath family caused Palmer Group to suffer losses, and you’re more or less done with compensating us, so we’ll return this factory to you and we don’t owe each other anything.”

Ethan Hunt then turned to leave.

But Dillon McGrath couldn’t let Ethan Hunt leave.

He immediately jumped down from the bed.

“Wait!”

“Stop right there!”

Dillon McGrath was frantic now. Everyone else thought that he was working with Palmer Group and was backed by the Belmont family, but only he knew that none of that was true.

But who would bother to hear his explanation?

The McGrath family was now probably regarded as a common enemy and his own name was possibly on many people’s hit list.

Even if Ethan Hunt returned the factory to him, his family wouldn’t be able to hold onto it.

If he wasn’t careful, Dillon McGrath might even lose his family and even his own life.

Even the first tier family that backed him had already said that they would take revenge and attack the McGrath family. So what other choice did the McGrath family have?

“It’s alright, Mr.McGrath. I always use my own example to convince others, so since I agreed to these terms, I will stick by them,” replied Ethan Hunt quietly. “Since we don’t owe each other, then I shall not disturb you any longer.”

He then pulled the door open to leave and Dillon McGrath became even more frantic. He ran after Ethan Hunt and blocked his way by stretching his arms out. He was afraid that once Ethan Hunt walked out of this door, there would be no chance for the McGrath family to survive this crisis.

“You put the McGrath family in this predicament and now you just want to leave?” said Dillon McGrath through clenched teeth.

He sounded like a wife who had been cheated on by her husband. His tone was accusatory and sounded like he wanted Ethan Hunt to take responsibility for him.

“The McGrath family has now suddenly become the common enemy of all the powerful families and they all think that my family works with Palmer Group. How are you going to settle that?”

“How am I going to settle that?” Ethan Hunt looked at him strangely. “What has that got to do with me?”

“Why you…”

“You can’t just leave like that!” Dillon McGrath blocked the doorway in a panic. “Even if you beat me to death, I won’t let you leave!”

He didn’t have a choice at all. The moment Dillon McGrath stepped out of this place, he would be killed in less than ten minutes.

Since everyone else thought that he was backed by the Belmont family, he had no choice but to really get them to back him. If he wasn’t backed by the Belmont family nor trusted by the other powerful families, then he was dead meat.

Dillon McGrath was not stupid. In times like this, his reaction was even quicker than usual. If he didn’t seize this opportunity and just let Ethan Hunt leave, then the McGrath family was really doomed!

“Then what do you want?” Ethan Hunt narrowed his eyes. “Hurry up, I don’t have a lot of time.”

“The McGrath family has to really work with Palmer Group now!”

Chapter 813
Dillon McGrath was filled with indignation but there was nothing else he could do about this situation.

Besides working with Palmer Group and getting the backing of the Belmont family, there was no other choice.

“This factory…I can continue to manufacture goods for Palmer Group, but Palmer Group… has to protect my family and not let them be attacked by the other powerful families.”

Dillon McGrath felt like his heart was bleeding.

The McGrath family had no other way out. If neither Palmer Group nor the Belmont family was willing to protect him, then the McGrath family was definitely doomed.

Dillon McGrath was already making a huge compromise. If this factory was being used to manufacture products for a major brand, then it would be highly profitable. But if it was manufacturing for Palmer Group, the profit wasn’t high and it was a risky business.

Dillon McGrath wouldn’t have offered if he didn’t have a choice.

“I don’t want it,” Ethan Hunt unexpectedly refused the offer.

“It’s just an old factory and you don’t seem to want to part with it, so I won’t take it from you,” Ethan Hunt shook his head. “Enough of this, I’m very busy, please step aside.”

“You.” Dillon McGrath was going to faint from his anger soon. “You don’t want it? Did you say you don’t want it?”

“I only want 30% of the profits!”

“That’s too high, I don’t want it,” Ethan Hunt pushed Dillon McGrath aside. “Look for someone else.”

There was nobody else for the McGrath family to look for.

“20%!” Dillon McGrath shouted loudly even as he could feel his heart bleed. He clenched his fists hard and felt like his legs were about to give way. This was as good as selling the factory cheaply to Palmer Group.

But Ethan Hunt didn’t stop and continued to walk out. Dillon McGrath felt his heart fall right to the bottom of a deep valley.

“I’ll give you the factory! You just have to protect my family from dying!” yelled Dillon McGrath desperately.

Ethan Hunt finally stopped walking and turned to look at Dillon McGrath. He sighed and looked like he was put in a difficult spot.

“Since Mr.McGrath is so sincere and so eager, then it would be really awful of me to turn your offer down.”

“In that case, I’ll accept the factory. The McGrath family will be Palmer Group’s business partner from today onwards. Congratulations, Mr.McGrath.”

Ethan Hunt laughed and walked away. Dillon McGrath stood at the door and couldn’t believe what he just did.

He had actually given a factory like this to Palmer Group.

And Ethan Hunt even looked like he wasn’t too willing to take it, and had agreed to take it very reluctantly.

PFFFT…

Dillon McGrath felt blood rush to his head. He couldn’t hold it in and opened his mouth to spray a mouthful of blood out, then promptly fainted.

“Dillon McGrath! Dillon McGrath!!”

Josiah McGrath paled and didn’t care that Dillon McGrath had bashed him up so badly earlier. He carried Dillon McGrath and brought his face close to his again…

News of the McGrath family working together with Palmer Group spread quickly, especially the part about how the McGrath family had given away their factory to Palmer Group to provide them with a manufacturing plant in the north and increase their product replenishment rate. This made many others furious.

Nobody expected the McGrath family to work with Palmer Group after they had loudly and fiercely declared that they were going to attack Palmer Group. And they had actually given their factory to Palmer Group.

They were certainly traitors.

The voices of those who wanted to get back at the McGrath family and destroy them instantly grew louder.

Many even declared that they would kill Dillon McGrath and make sure the McGrath family vanished from the north.

There was an uproar in the north and many were also shocked at how Palmer Group had gotten the McGrath family on their side so easily. Or was it actually a move by their backers, the Belmont family?

Meanwhile.

When Luther Hunt heard about this, he laughed so loudly that his stomach began to hurt.

“This fellow’s tactics are really random!” Luther Hunt scoffed, but pride was written all over his face. “This part sounds like my son alright!”

Chapter 814
Even though his voice sounded displeased, he couldn’t hide the glee and the pride on his face.

Luther Hunt scoffed, “But what a messy way of handling this. Does he really think it’s easy to deal with the powerful families of the north?”

Even though he said that, Darius couldn’t see any signs of worry on Luther Hunt’s face at all.

He stood there and listened to how Luther Hunt continued on about how Ethan Hunt was wrong about this, wrong about that, didn’t do this thing well, did that thing in too much of a hurry and so on. But he felt that Luther Hunt wasn’t criticizing Ethan Hunt at all. He was praising Ethan Hunt.

And he was very proud of Ethan Hunt.

“Master, nobody in the north can pose a threat to Young Master since he’s so capable,” said Darius.

Given Ethan Hunt’s capability, there were few in the entire world who could possibly be a threat to Ethan Hunt. And on top of that, Ethan Hunt had a bunch of frightening subordinates like Brother Geoff.

Luther Hunt glanced at Darius and narrowed his eyes as he scoffed. “Darius, there’s always a bigger world out there, and there’s always someone better than yourself. The size of this world is way beyond your imagination.”

The severity and deepness of his tone made Darius shudder.

Luther Hunt looked like he was suddenly in deep thought. It was as if he suddenly recalled something buried deep inside his memories. Darius had never seen him look like this before.

He didn’t dare to say anything in case it disrupted Luther Hunt’s thoughts.

“In any case, this fellow always makes trouble everywhere he goes,” Luther Hunt suddenly snapped back into reality and scoffed. “So how’s everything out there?”

“Master, all the powerful families think that Palmer Group is being backed by the Belmont family. Their unhappiness with the Belmont family has all been directed towards Palmer Group.”

“Ernest Belmont from the Belmont family has purposely misled others into thinking this way. For as long as the Belmont family doesn’t do anything about it, Palmer Group is in quite a lot of trouble ahead,” reported Darius. “Young Master and Palmer Group have now become the Belmont family’s shield, and things don’t look good.”

The Belmont family had pulled a really vicious stunt.

They had placed Palmer Group in front of them to become a shield and Palmer Group didn’t even get the chance to refuse. As long as the Belmont family didn’t clarify anything, anyone who wanted to get even with the Belmont family but didn’t dare to attack them directly would aim all their attacks at Palmer Group for sure.

“Doesn’t look good?” Luther Hunt shook his head. “You think that things are not looking good for that punk? Or for the Belmont family?”

Darius was surprised and didn’t know what Luther Hunt meant.

It was clear that Ethan Hunt and Palmer Group were the ones who were big trouble now.

There were so many powerful families in the north. Even if just the second tier families joined hands, Palmer Group’s share in the northern market would be greatly affected.

This was no small matter.

“Master, are you trying to say that the Belmont family is the one who’s in big trouble?”

“Have you ever seen that fellow suffer a loss?”

Darius shook his head.

It was true that he had never seen Ethan Hunt suffer any losses. And he had absolutely never seen anyone make Ethan Hunt give him anything.

“And even if he does lose out, do you think he’ll let the little girl with him suffer?”

Luther Hunt was referring to Diane.

This time, Darius immediately shook his head.

It was impossible for anyone to fully comprehend how protective Ethan Hunt was of Diane. Even Darius was moved when he heard from Luther Hunt what happened fifteen years ago.

Under those circumstances, what Diane had given Ethan Hunt wasn’t just a sweet. It was the confidence and courage for Ethan Hunt to continue living.

“Just wait and see. The Belmont family is in big trouble,” Luther Hunt smiled gleefully. “That boy has been waiting for this day for a long time.”

Luther Hunt knew very well what Ethan Hunt was trying to do, so he knew what Ethan Hunt was going to do next. In fact, Ethan Hunt had probably waited for this chance for a long time, and now that the Belmont family had knocked on his doorstep, Ethan Hunt wasn’t letting this opportunity slip by him.

Supremely powerful families, eh?

When a real storm came, even a supremely powerful family wouldn’t be spared!

Chapter 815
“Master.”

The butler walked in from outside. “Madam has cooked dinner and has invited you over to eat.”

The butler seemed a little afraid of Luther Hunt’s temper and didn’t dare to go too close. He remained about three steps from the door and sounded like he was in a difficult position.

Luther Hunt frowned slightly and was about to wave his hand to send the butler away. But after thinking about it for a while, he said, “Got it. I’ll go over in a while.”

He had already rejected this request many times before. It would make him seem heartless if he continued to refuse.

Luther Hunt only felt apologetic and guilty towards his current wife. He didn’t have any feelings for her. He always only had one woman in his heart.

“Master, I’ll get back to work.”

Darius didn’t want to disturb Luther Hunt any further.

He had seen how Madam’s love for Luther Hunt never lessened over so many years, and nobody knew what to do with her obsession over him.

Luther Hunt had only one person in his heart and this was something that would never change no matter what happened.

How many times had Madam cooked personally for Luther Hunt and called him over?

And how many times had Luther Hunt rejected her before this?

At least he finally couldn’t bear to refuse her anymore.

In the dining hall of the Hunt house.

The décor of the hall was very simple, and somewhat worn out. It didn’t look like the way a supremely powerful family would have furnished their dining hall.

Luther Hunt refused to renovate the place because he had many memories of this place. If anybody tried to change anything, Luther Hunt would never let him off.

He walked into the dining hall to see Margaret Elrod carefully place each dish on the table, as if she was afraid that if the dishes weren’t placed nicely enough, it would affect Luther Hunt’s mood when he ate.

She had married into the Hunt family for more than fifteen years now. Besides sharing the bed with Luther Hunt on the day they were married, Luther Hunt moved to sleep in the study room from the second day onwards.

The two seemed to get along well like they were a loving couple, but they weren’t intimate at all and had no children. Margaret Elrod knew that Luther Hunt was not willing to have children with any other woman.

But she never talked about it and respected Luther Hunt’s decision, even though the Elrod family had been very unhappy about this and she always had to defend Luther Hunt.

“AHEM.”

Luther Hunt purposely coughed as he walked in. Margaret Elrod immediately turned and had a pleasantly surprised smile on her face.

“Luther!” She walked over quickly. “I’ve made a few of your favorite dishes, eat with me today, won’t you?”

The joy and anticipation on Margaret Elrod’s face was the same as what she looked like fifteen years ago. She had a few faint wrinkles now, but she was still as beautiful as before.

Luther Hunt felt bad for her.

He felt that he had really been cruel. He had already made one person suffer, and now he was making a second person suffer.

Luther Hunt grunted and nodded. Margaret Elrod immediately brought him to his seat and quickly got him a bowl of rice, a bowl of soup and took some food for him.

“I heard from the kitchen that you like to eat this dish, so I went to learn how to cook it from the chef. Try some?”

“And this soup too. Back when Georgiana…”

Margaret Elrod suddenly stopped herself when she mentioned this name. Her face paled a little and her eyes instantly teared up. She suddenly felt sad for herself. She had worked so hard almost all her life but she just couldn’t match up to that woman.

No matter how hard she tried, she could never replace that woman. She never thought of replacing that woman in Luther Hunt’s heart, but couldn’t he spare her just a little space?

“Margaret Elrod, I owe you too much,” Luther Hunt sighed as he put some food into Margaret Elrod’s bowl. “Don’t wait for me anymore.”

Margaret Elrod looked at the food in her bowl. She had a smile on her face but her tears kept falling.

Luther Hunt felt like something tugged hard at his heart. He wanted to console her but he didn’t know what to say.

When he noticed the wrinkles that were appearing around Margaret Elrod’s eyes, he felt that he had really been too cruel. He had held Margaret Elrod back for her entire life.


“It’s been many years now and I’ve always told you the same thing. I’ve even told you to seek out your own happiness and I would never stop you from doing so.” He looked at Margaret Elrod, “I’m not worth waiting for. So why are you doing this to yourself?”


Chapter 816
“…..” 

Margaret Elrod wanted to say that Luther Hunt was her happiness. But she knew that she didn’t have a place in Luther Hunt’s heart at all.

“I got it.”

She squeezed a smile out and started eating the food that Luther Hunt placed in her bowl. This was the first time he did that for her.

She thought it would be delicious but it seemed a little sour now. She wasn’t sure if it was because the food wasn’t fresh or if it was because she was crying. It felt terrible.

“I’ve always known,” Margaret Elrod continued to eat and talk without looking at Luther Hunt. “You only have her in your heart and I would never be able to replace her. In fact, I’ve never thought of replacing her spot in your heart.”

“And actually, I really admire her for sacrificing so much for you. I also envy her for having that chance to sacrifice that much for you.”

If she were the one who had to make that decision, Margaret Elrod felt that she would have made the same choice without hesitation.

Luther Hunt didn’t know what to say.

Fifteen years had passed and they were fifty now. After living for so long, it was too tiring to talk about the past.

“Don’t worry, I’ve given up,” Margaret Elrod’s tears fell even faster. “I just can’t help crying, you don’t have to bother about me.”

She continued to eat mouthful after mouthful of food. She had worked hard to learn how to cook all these dishes and only dared to ask Luther Hunt over to eat after she had tried cooking them several times and made sure that she was up to standard.

But in the end, Luther Hunt still told her to give up.

She seemed to have given up a long time ago, but it also seemed like she never gave up.

“Margaret Elrod.” Luther Hunt was feeling really awful inside. “I’m sorry.”

“You don’t have to apologize, you didn’t do anything wrong.” Margaret Elrod squeezed a smile out. “It’s my fault. If I didn’t fall for you, then everything would have been alright.”

“Finish the food today? Please? Just this once?”

Margaret Elrod looked at Luther Hunt and she sounded like she was pleading with him.

Luther Hunt didn’t say anymore. He started to eat large mouthfuls of food heartily. He couldn’t bear to let Margaret Elrod continue to be so sad anymore, but at the same time, he had already hurt her a long time ago.

The two of them remained silent as they continued to eat the piping hot dishes. One kept crying while the other never said anything and the atmosphere was very awkward.

After they were done eating, Margaret Elrod got up to clear the dishes. She never allowed the servants to touch Luther Hunt’s plates because she felt that it was her responsibility to take care of her husband.

“Actually I promised her to take good care of you,” said Margaret Elrod as she stood at the doorway. She turned to look at Luther Hunt. “But it seems like you don’t need it.”

After that she turned back and quickly left before breaking down in tears again.

Luther Hunt’s emotions were a mess.

After fifteen years, he hadn’t improved in terms of his love life at all. He had let one woman down, and now he had hurt another. He suddenly felt that compared to Ethan Hunt, he was the worst douchebag alive.

“I’ve been a bad example as his father. That’s why that fellow cherishes that one woman he loves so much, I suppose,” Luther Hunt laughed bitterly at himself. “It’s good, it’s good that way.”

Ethan Hunt had no boundaries when it came to caring for and protecting Diane. He truly treated Diane as the most important person in his life. He would never let any harm come to her and he would never let her feel sad or upset.

It seemed like the Luther Hunt of the past was such a man before too. But somehow as time went by, things turned out differently.

“I’ve been living like an animal for the past fifteen years.”

Luther Hunt got up and returned to the study. He had slept in this study for the past fifteen years, and made Margaret Elrod sleep all by herself in the bedroom for fifteen years too.

She was so devoted to him, but he had let her down in the end.

“Punk, you’d better not go down my old path.”

Luther Hunt opened the safe and took out some things from inside. His gaze became sharp as if there were beams shooting out from it. If someone were around, he would have been shocked at how much murder was spewing from the eyes of the usually calm and gentle Luther Hunt.

“No, you won’t. Even if I have to die, I will never let you walk down that path!”

Chapter 817
Meanwhile.

The McGrath family factory was running at an even high speed than before. Five new machines were shipped in and a new production line was formed.

Dillon McGrath felt like his heart was bleeding because Ethan Hunt had not contributed a cent. He was going to bleed the McGrath family dry.

“Since we’re business partners, then don’t you think we should at least split some of the costs?”

Dillon McGrath clenched his teeth and had an urge to strangle Ethan Hunt to death. He wasn’t earning any profits and he could barely keep the McGrath family going.

“If you’re not happy, we can cancel this partnership,” Ethan Hunt shrugged. “I’m good with signing the cancellation papers anytime.”

The moment he said this, Dillon McGrath lost any anger he had.

Of course Dillon McGrath wouldn’t dare to let that happen.

He had heard that the price for killing him was already standing at $3 million.

The rest of his family members were also appearing on the hit list, and nobody wanted to see their names on such a list.

Dillon McGrath had brought all the important members of the family to live at the factory. With Ethan Hunt around, he felt safer. This fellow was incredibly domineering, and Dillon McGrath was pretty sure Ethan Hunt wouldn’t just watch him die.

“By the way, did you know that someone has paid Assassins Group to assassinate you?”

“I know,” Dillon McGrath gulped. “But I haven’t seen any killer yet.”

“Do you know why?” asked Ethan Hunt with a laugh.

“Why?”

Dillon McGrath swallowed a mouthful of saliva hard.

Ethan Hunt stuck a finger out and pointed at himself. “Because I’m here.”

“As long as I’m here, then no matter what price you’re paying now, it’s all worth it. Do you get what I’m saying?”

Dillon McGrath stared hard at Ethan Hunt for five whole seconds. He wanted to argue back but he realized he didn’t have anything to argue with. His subconscious had already decided that everything that Ethan Hunt said was true and none of it was a pretense.

Was even Assassins Group afraid of the man in front of him?

How powerful was the Belmont family exactly? Any random guy they sent out was already so frightening. He had been in the north for so many years and had never heard about the Belmont family having anything to do with Assassins Group.

“You promised to protect my entire family. As long as you do that, then I won’t say anymore and I will bear to part with anything.”

Dillon McGrath took a deep breath. He didn’t hope for anything else and just wanted his family to survive this ordeal. Even if he lost his other businesses and assets, those could be rebuilt in the future.

But if they were all dead, then all that money and resources were useless.

“It’s painful to part with anything, but no pain, no gain. You’re an intelligent man,” said Ethan Hunt. “An intelligent person will usually make the right choice.”

“Fine, I’ll believe you.” Dillon McGrath nodded. “The lives of everyone in the McGrath family are in your hands.”

Even if he didn’t want to believe Ethan Hunt, he didn’t have a choice. This was the only escape route he had. Or rather, the only escape route Ethan Hunt left him was this one.

Of course Dillon McGrath was angry about it. If not for the fact that he was no match for Ethan Hunt, he would have wrung Ethan Hunt’s neck by now.

But now he had calmed down. And after that, he understood that the McGrath family was just a pawn in the big chess game of the north.

His family was like a leaf in the ocean. They were tiny and insignificant.

They could be hit easily by the waves, sink to the bottom of the sea and never rise to the surface ever again. This feeling made Dillon McGrath shudder.

But now, even though he had been forced to cooperate with Palmer Group and depend on Ethan Hunt for his survival, it actually made him feel more at ease inside. Dillon McGrath didn’t understand why and even wondered if he was going mad.

“Brother Ethan, there’s someone outside the factory looking for Mr.McGrath,” someone knocked on the door and reported to Ethan Hunt. “He doesn’t look friendly.”

Dillon McGrath’s expression instantly fell.

He had an unwelcome visitor.

It was possibly some of his enemies, or even the one who backed his family previously. They were here to kill him and his family. 

Chapter 818
Dillon McGrath started panicking.

“Turn on the closed circuit camera footage,” said Ethan Hunt calmly.

He turned on the computer to view the footage of what was happening outside the factory. There was a group of men standing at the gate and shouting for Dillon McGrath to come out. They were definitely here to make trouble.

“It’s them!” Dillon McGrath’s expression looked even more crestfallen when he saw who had come. He knew who these people were.

They were really here to kill him.

And they even just marched up to the factory to look for him. They clearly didn’t have any regard for his family at all.

“Friends?” asked Ethan Hunt.

“Now they’re enemies!” Dillon McGrath snorted. “They’re here to kill me!”

“That won’t do.”

Ethan Hunt waved his hand. “Geoff.”

Brother Geoff walked in. He was going crazy from boredom over the past couple of days.

“Mr.McGrath says he doesn’t know these people, tell them to beat it.”

Brother Geoff’s eyes immediately lit up. He heard Ethan Hunt say the magic word.

Beat!

Dillon McGrath didn’t dare to go out and just sat in the office. He could see that Brother Geoff had already walked to the gate and he started to get a little anxious. How could Ethan Hunt send Brother Geoff out by himself?

He knew very well that the factory security guards weren’t good fighters and wouldn’t be able to hold up.

“The one you’re looking for isn’t here,” said Brother Geoff calmly at the gate. “Leave this place right now, or suffer the consequences!”

They had all gathered in front of the gate the moment Brother Geoff walked out. Their gazes were malicious and didn’t hold back their ill intentions at all.

“We’re looking for Dillon McGrath. Tell him to come out here. We know he’s here, so don’t try to fool us.”

“The one you’re looking for is not here.”

Brother Geoff repeated himself. He looked up and narrowed his eyes. “I don’t repeat the same thing three times.”

More and more people surrounded the gate and some of them started laughing coldly. They glared at Brother Geoff with a fierce glint in their eyes and were ready to fight anytime.

“I don’t repeat my words three times either,” said the leader of the group. His voice was icy cold now. “If Dillon McGrath doesn’t come out now, we’ll crash our way in!”

He looked up at the closed circuit camera and knew that Dillon McGrath was definitely watching this. He didn’t keep away the murderous look on his face at all and used his finger to draw a line across his neck.

Dillon McGrath immediately paled when he saw this.

If this entire group of men got in, then he wasn’t the only one who was going to die. His entire family was going to die too.

Dillon McGrath quickly turned to look at Ethan Hunt, but Ethan Hunt was grinning at the computer screen. He munched on tidbits as he quietly said, “This Geoff is really carrying himself better and better.”

Meanwhile. 

Back at the factory gate.

Brother Geoff was already surrounded by more than a dozen men. The factory’s security guards were so afraid that they hid inside their office and only dared to peek from their window. They didn’t dare to open the gate at all, in case these people dashed in.

But could the gate hold up against these people?

They might push the gate down.

“Get lost!” shouted the leader of the men and swung his fists towards Brother Geoff.

He never said the same thing three times. He had already given Brother Geoff a chance but he didn’t cherish it!

But to Brother Geoff…

BAM!

One punch!

Brother Geoff’s punch was beginning to look like Ethan Hunt’s. It was just not as strong, nor as fast or as adaptable.

But even so, Ethan Hunt could see that Brother Geoff had spent a lot of time and effort to get here. Brother Geoff was probably secretly learning and evaluating each time he watched Ethan Hunt fight.

This fellow had real potential.

With that punch, the leader of the men immediately collapsed. His nose bridge had been smashed in and he was bleeding profusely.

“AHHH!” he howled in pain as he clutched his face and rolled about on the ground.

Brother Geoff stepped on him. “You don’t get the chance to say it the third time!”

BAM!

He kicked the leader hard and sent him flying a hundred feet into the distance. The leader tumbled several times on the ground, then his head tilted as he fainted.

“Attack! Beat him up!”

“Go in now! Kill Dillon McGrath!”

“Take him down!”

When the rest saw that Brother Geoff had started to attack them, they didn’t hesitate any further. They immediately dashed towards Brother Geoff and their expressions were vicious.

Dillon McGrath’s life was worth $3 million!

If they killed the rest of the McGrath family as well, that would be more than $10 million!

But unfortunately for them, Brother Geoff was the one standing at the gate.

BAM!

BAM!

BAM!


Chapter 819
Dillon McGrath shuddered in the office when he heard the noise. He watched as Brother Geoff ran after the men and beat them so hard that they started crying for help and pleading for mercy. Dillon McGrath felt numb all over.

Brother Geoff was too strong for these men!

He had finished off more than ten of them by himself.

Dillon McGrath knew that all the attackers were martial arts practitioners. They were pretty highly skilled, didn’t care about human lives and were a vicious lot.

But in front of Brother Geoff, they just looked like children. They had been so easily overcome by Brother Geoff.

“Mr. Hunt, this gentleman here…” Dillon McGrath gulped. “He’s a grandmaster level fighter?”

“Far from it,” replied Ethan Hunt calmly. “But’s he killed off his fair share of grandmaster level fighters.”

WOONG…

Dillon McGrath’s mind went blank.

Far from it?!

If Brother Geoff could kill a grandmaster level fighter, then why did Ethan Hunt say that Brother Geoff was far from being one himself?

Were all the people who worked for Palmer Group this crazy?

Besides Brother Geoff, the rest were all sprawling on the ground. None of them could move and they either had broken arms or broken legs.

Dillon McGrath felt like his heart was about to leap out of his mouth. He had tried to go up such people?

What sort of people had he offended?

“Isn’t he coming back in?”

Dillon McGrath watched Brother Geoff take a stool out from the security guards’ office and sat down in front of the gate as if he was a gatekeeper.

What was he doing?

Ethan Hunt looked up. He casually tossed the empty bag of tidbits into the bin and opened another pack of potato chips.

“He still wants to beat someone up, so he’s hoping that more people come here, otherwise he’d be so bored.”

Ethan Hunt knew what Brother Geoff’s hobby was. He liked to fight.

He wanted to fight even more now because he was trying to train himself up and apply what he learnt about his techniques. If there were no opponents to beat up, then he had to get one of the wolves to spar with him, otherwise he’d be very restless.

It was a good time for opponents to come his way so that he could get some practice.

Ethan Hunt didn’t bother himself with Brother Geoff and continued to eat his tidbits.

Meanwhile, Dillon McGrath’s eyes widened and stared at the screen without moving. He wanted to see how impressive Brother Geoff was.

At the end of the morning, about six or seven waves of men came. Each wave had more people than the last, and each wave was fiercer than the last. There were even those who didn’t bother with asking at the gate and tried to crash through

But Brother Geoff was there like a stone lion guarding the gate.

Dillon McGrath was keeping count. Brother Geoff had broken 72 men’s legs, 38 men’s arms, 19 men’s noses and then there were still all those who had their ribs broken, their hair pulled out, their teeth knocked out…

The more he watched, the more afraid but excited he became.

If others were tough, Brother Geoff was even tougher than them!

Brother Geoff was finally done with all of them by the time it was time for lunch.

The area in front of the gate was covered with blood but Brother Geoff didn’t allow anyone to wash it off. When the wind blew, the air was filled with the strong stench of blood.

So when another group of people reached the gate, they felt like they couldn’t breathe anymore.

It was worse when they saw Brother Geoff looking at them excitedly and brightly with great anticipation. They all ran for it before Brother Geoff could do anything.

Who on earth still dared to earn this sort of money?

You’d die before you got any money.

In no time, everyone had heard about how there was a vicious man sitting in front of the McGrath family’s factory. He was violent and cruel, so anybody who tried to attack him would definitely break a bone or two. Which one he broke depended on his mood.

Nobody in the illegal circles dared to come anymore. They had lost nearly 300 people in one morning. Even if they managed to capture Dillon McGrath, the amount they would earn from it wouldn’t even be enough to cover their medical bills.

“Mr. Hunt, how much does it cost to hire him every month?”

Dillon McGrath swallowed and his face was all red. He wasn’t sure if it was because he was excited or because of something else. Even his breathing had quickened.

He felt that if the McGrath family had a highly skilled fighter like that, then he didn’t need to worry about anything ever again.

“I have no idea,” Ethan Hunt glanced at Dillon McGrath. “We don’t talk about money.”

Dillon McGrath clenched his fists. “I’ll use the last grandmaster level fighter my family has in exchange for him, how’s that?”

Ethan Hunt burst out laughing.

“I’ll add on $20 million!”

Ethan Hunt shook his head.

“Ask him yourself.”

The moment Brother Geoff walked in, Dillon McGrath ran up and his attitude had changed completely. He looked at Brother Geoff like he was seeing his own relative. His face was filled with friendliness and admiration.

“Mr. Geoff!”

Brother Geoff frowned. Somehow it sounded weird when someone called him so formally.

“I would like to invite Mr. Geoff to become one of the fighters for the McGrath family, but I’m not sure what terms you have,” Dillon McGrath glanced at Ethan Hunt and saw that Ethan Hunt didn’t raise any objections. So he boldly went on, “Just state your terms, I’ll pay you $20 million a year! If that’s not enough, I’ll give you anything you want – property, cars, women, money – as long as I can get my hands on it it’s not a problem!”

Chapter 820
Brother Geoff was incredible.

Dillon McGrath even felt that Brother Geoff was even more highly skilled than that so called grandmaster level fighter that the McGrath family hired.

A really highly skilled fighter was supposed to be like this. He was experienced in fighting, his moves were simple and didn’t look fancy at all, but were extremely powerful.

“Get lost,” was all Brother Geoff said.

Dillon McGrath was taken aback. “I’m very serious about this!”

“Mr. Hunt… Mr. Hunt won’t object as long as you’re agreeable!”

He had already checked with Ethan Hunt earlier.

Brother Geoff looked up at Ethan Hunt. “I’m following him till the day I die.”

He didn’t elaborate further. He stood by Ethan Hunt’s side like a wooden pillar and didn’t have any expression on his face.

Dillon McGrath was shocked.

Brother Geoff didn’t want money, a house, cars or women. He just wanted to follow Ethan Hunt?

Till the day he died!

What sort of charm did Ethan Hunt possess?

How did he make someone so loyal to him?

If Dillon McGrath found out that there were many others just like Brother Geoff, he might suspect that the world had gone crazy.

The way Dillon McGrath looked at Ethan Hunt became more and more respectful, and he also became more and more wary of Ethan Hunt.

It was as if there was a layer of fog around Ethan Hunt and it was hard to see him clearly.

“It’s worth it, alright.” Dillon McGrath finally exhaled deeply after a long time. Now he finally understood what Ethan Hunt meant by those words earlier.

He didn’t push Brother Geoff any further. He was even surer than before that even though he had been forced to work with Palmer Group and Ethan Hunt, it didn’t seem to be a bad decision at all.

“Mr. Hunt, if they can’t get what they want using the illegal circle, then I’m afraid they will use their connections in the legal circle. When that happens…”

Fists were useless in a legal fight.

The north was a place where the legal circle stood above everything else. The power that the powerful families wielded among the legal circle was beyond Ethan Hunt’s imagination.

After the McGrath family had chosen to go with Palmer Group, every person they were connected to in the legal circle was removed within a day.

The McGrath family now had nobody in the legal circle to help them in a fight.

“This flavor of potato chips is seriously awful. Mr. McGrath, can’t you get your folks to buy the flavor I like?” Ethan Hunt ignored whatever he said and pulled out his phone as he muttered, “Forget it, I’ll get my friend to bring some over.”

At this moment.

A few men were seated together and their expressions were nasty.

“Bunch of useless things! They couldn’t even get into some stupid factory? Useless!”

“Those fellows in the illegal circle are a bunch of bums who couldn’t make it in this society, so what did you expect from them?”

“Don’t let Dillon McGrath and his family get away! This old bastard actually dared to betray us, so he must die!”

They sat together and cursed and swore.

Since the illegal method wasn’t working out, they had to use a legal tactic.

They were going to push them into a corner and force Dillon McGrath to come out of the factory. Then they would send someone to secretly kill off Dillon McGrath.

“Have you talked to Director Walker about that it yet?” asked one of them. He seemed rather anxious.

“I’ve already talked to him. I’m going to make sure that stupid factory doesn’t get to keep running! Palmer Group is going to suffer a great loss!”

“It’s not difficult to find issues with this factory. Back then, Dillon McGrath skipped a lot of steps when he applied for a factory license, so I’m sure there are many procedures left undone. We’ll make him regret it this time!”

They all started laughing coldly. They were much more relaxed about this attack.

If they didn’t attack the McGrath family hard and get rid of Dillon McGrath, the other powerful families of the north would feel so ashamed of themselves.

At the same time.

A car had reached the factory. The car door opened and a few men got out. The one leading the way had a stern and authoritative expression on his face. He had more than ten summons in his hand and there was a gleeful look in his eyes.

“Director Walker, do we just seal off the factory?” asked one of his subordinates.

“No, let’s go in and have a look first. If we’re putting on a show, we’ve got to go all the way,” Director Walker stuck his pot belly out. His voice was sinister, “I’m going to make Dillon McGrath watch me seal off this factory with his own eyes!”

Chapter 821
 Director Walker’s face was filled with smugness.

Back when Dillon McGrath had to go through him to get the license, he was kind to Dillon McGrath since they were all friends and would try to give each other as many benefits as possible.

But now they were enemies and the Walker family wanted Dillon McGrath dead.

They weren’t going to rest until they pushed the McGrath family over the edge of the cliff.

Director Walker brought his team to the gate and the security guards stopped them.

“What business do you have here?”

After the last few days, the security guards had seen a lot and were much bolder now. After they witnessed how powerful Brother Geoff really was, they now felt like they were the kings around here and even their voices were louder than before.

“Register here first!”

This was an instruction from Brother Geoff. Regardless of who came in and what they were here for, they had to leave their names with the security guards first.

“What insolence!” One of Director Walker’s subordinates immediately yelled back. “Don’t you recognize our uniforms?”

“No, I don’t,” the security guard barely glanced at him. He scoffed, “If you don’t register then you are not allowed to enter the premises!”

“You…”

Director Walker waved his hand to stop his subordinate and there was a meaningful smile on his face. “Sure, we’ll write our names down. Put this on the report as well, say that they blocked us from conducting an inspection.”

“Director Walker is so clever!” His assistant’s eyes lit up. He was impressed and admired Director Walker’s years of experience in this area.

He quickly went up to scribble down Director Walker’s name and where he was from. After he finished writing, he noticed that this small book had a lot of names on it, and they were all names of people from powerful families of the north.

Some of the names even had faint bloodstains, and he couldn’t figure out what happened.

“Are you done?” asked Director Walker impatiently before his assistant could ask the security guard about it.

“Yes, all done! You can open the gate now, right?”

This was the first time they had been stopped outside the gate when they came round to conduct inspections. Most others immediately got a fright the moment they saw their uniforms and would hurriedly come out to receive them.

If they didn’t find as many problems with the factory and make sure they closed down for good, they would have made a wasted trip today!

The security guard opened the gate for them and didn’t even glance at them. He didn’t care who came since the people inside could settle any problem

Director Walker glanced at the security guards and frowned. He didn’t like the way these guards treated him. He liked others to fear him, to butter up to him and even admire him.

“Still pretending to be some big shot, eh?” he scoffed. “My dear Dillon McGrath, there’s no point in doing such a thing. The McGrath family has become everyone’s enemy and now everyone wants to kill you! Do you have any idea how many people you’ve offended?”

“The Walker family isn’t the only one who wants you dead!”

He sauntered into the factory and all his subordinates immediately followed behind him. They pulled out the notebooks from their bags and started looking for as many things to pick on as possible.

The moment they stepped into the production area, they were blocked again.

“What business do you have here?” a technician with an extremely loud voice hollered at them. “This area is restricted! Unauthorized personnel are not allowed in here!”

“We are…”

“I don’t care who you are! Do you have an appointment? Do you have permission from Brother Ethan? Who on earth let you in?! Get out!”

Director Walker’s expression changed slightly. Why did he need someone else’s permission to conduct an inspection?

“Refused to be inspected,” he turned and said to his assistant without even thinking. “Write it down!”

“Got it!”

The assistant immediately jotted it down and a cold smile flashed across his face. He was hoping to see these idiots slip up like that so that they could finish off Dillon McGrath much more easily! 

Chapter 822
Director Walker didn’t intend to go further into the factory. He looked around and started shaking his head. “The noise level is too high and will affect the residents around here. Jot it down.”

There were no residents within the next six miles. What residents lived around here?

But Director Walker couldn’t be bothered. If he said there were, then there were. Even if they didn’t exist, he’d insist they did.

His assistant quickly wrote it down.

“The factory waste is not being processed sufficiently and may not pass our regulations, this is pollution and will cause great damage to the environment. Write that down.”

Director Walker continued to find as many problems to pick on as possible. His assistant could barely keep up with everything he was saying. Now he knew why Director Walker was the director!

There were major issues like environmental pollution to minor issues like how the workers did not wear their uniforms properly. Director Walker found problems with anything.

How was Dillon McGrath going to continue operating this factory with so many problems?

He might even have to pay a few million in fines!

Director Walker stood at the doorway and looked angry as he said, “I’ve already found so many problems by just standing here and observing. Looks like all of you haven’t been serious enough in conducting the necessary checks and auditing of these factories!”

“Yes, yes, that’s why we’re here to check seriously and make sure that we find all the problems and resolve them!” said all his subordinates in one voice.

Director Walker nodded satisfactorily. He raised an eyebrow at his assistant who was busy scribbling everything down. “How many points do we have?”

“26.”

The two of them exchanged glances. This was more than enough to do Dillon McGrath in.

But it was not enough for them.

“Come along now, let’s go and see their factory supervisor. I don’t think he has the relevant license to be a supervisor! Let’s check their papers!”

Director Walker and his team headed straight for the factory supervisor’s office.

The technician glanced at them and shook his head. “Trying to make trouble for Brother Ethan? I can’t believe we’ve got yet another bunch of idiots.”

Director Walker continued to saunter through the place and he found problems everywhere he went as he headed for the factory supervisor’s office.

“Have they renewed their operating license? If they haven’t renewed it yet, then why are they allowed to continue operating? Stop them right now!” Director Walker bellowed. “If they’re so irresponsible, they have to be severely punished!”

Just as he finished saying these words, Corey McGrath came running over. When he heard that someone had come to inspect and was being pretty aggressive about it, he knew what was happening

“Oh my, isn’t this Director Walker?” Corey McGrath recognized Director Walker and quickly put on a smile as he pulled out some expensive cigarettes from his pocket. “What brings Director Walker here, and why didn’t you tell me you were coming?”

“Why, so that you can bribe me?” Director Walker yelled suddenly, “I will not be bribed by you!”

“And you were hoping that I would inform you in advance so that you could avoid the inspection?”

Corey McGrath’s lips twitched as he smiled awkwardly and quickly kept the cigarettes away.

“What are you talking about, Director Walker? This factory has all the papers that are required and we’ve followed all the rules and regulations very strictly, so why would we want to avoid an inspection?”

He wasn’t nervous at all, even though he knew that Director Walker had ill intentions and the McGrath family wasn’t in a good position.

But…he didn’t have to be scared at all.

Corey McGrath never imagined such a big shot would be sitting inside the office right now. Director Walker was nothing compared to that big shot!

“Oh really? That’s not what I saw when I made my rounds,” Director Walker ignored Corey McGrath’s niceties. “All I saw was that there are many problems with this factory of yours, and I think it’s time this factory closed!”

He continued to shout, “Even the most basic operating license has already expired and you didn’t renew it. Did you think I wouldn’t know about it?”

Director Walker pushed Corey McGrath aside and made his way to the factory supervisor’s office. “I’m going to see if your license is valid or not!”

Chapter 823
“Director Walker! Director Walker! No! Don’t go in!”

Corey McGrath pretended to try desperately to block Director Walker. Director Walker didn’t even knock on the door and pushed it open at once.

BAM!

The office door slammed loudly against the wall.

Director Walker’s expression was cold as he shouted loudly, “Let me check your operating licenses and see if they’re still.”

He suddenly stopped himself from continuing. His mouth was still wide open and he couldn’t get the rest of his sentence out.

There were a few people seated in the office. He didn’t know the rest, but there was one man seated next to the small coffee table with a stamp in hand. Even if he were blind he would know who that man was!

“Go in and check everything! If they’re missing just one document, this factory will shut down today!”

“Hurry up! Check carefully! Don’t always wait for Director Walker to tell you what to do, take some initiative!”

Director Walker’s assistant was yelling loudly behind him and the rest immediately rushed in to look for all the licenses and other paperwork.

“STOP!” Director Walker suddenly shouted loudly and even his voice was trembling. He spotted the license they were talking about right in front of that man at the coffee table and he had just stamped on it. Director Walker felt like his throat was on fire now.

“Director, we’ll handle these petty matters, so you don’t have to!” The assistant was still clueless and continued to sound eager, “We won’t disappoint you!”

Just as he spoke, he noticed that Winston was seated at the coffee table and holding the license papers and stamped on them. His expression immediately darkened.

“Look! We’ve caught them red-handed! They’ve even made a fake stamp and stamped their own documents! Now they’ve been caught by us!”

As he said this, he quickly took out his phone to take a photo of Winston as evidence.

“You’re still hoping to hide these things away? It’s too late!”

Winston sat there expressionlessly. When he saw that someone wanted to take a photo, he even held up the license and the stamp in his hand so that the assistant could get a clearer shot.

“Done with the photo?” he asked calmly.

“Ha, you’re still pretty calm, eh? You’re doomed! We’re going to punish you…AHH!”

Before the assistant could finish his sentence, someone slapped him hard across the face. The pain made him see stars and he nearly fainted.

He clutched his face and didn’t understand what was going on as he looked confusedly at Director Walker standing in front of him with a furious expression on his face.

“Director…”

“Punish your ass!”

Director Walker’s entire body was trembling and he was practically shouting.

“Didn’t we come to…”

“To what?!”

Director Walker gave his assistant another slap because he was afraid that he might speak too quickly and say the wrong thing. The assistant was bleeding from the mouth from the slap. “Shut up! We’re here to do an inspection, so what punishment are you talking about? I think you’re the one who needs to be punished for having no discipline!”

The assistant was so confused. His head was spinning and he didn’t know what Director Walker was talking about at all.

The rest of the team was equally confused. They looked at Director Walker in a daze.

They were here to purposely find fault with this factory, so since they actually witnessed one of them falsifying documents, that was enough to make this factory close for good and throw Dillon McGrath behind bars.

So what was going on with Director Walker now?

“Brother Winston, why…why are you here?”

Director Walker’s lips were pale. He had been lucky enough to get to know Winston when he happened to attend an event with the head of his family. He remembered this powerful and domineering Brother Winston well.

But he didn’t expect to see him here, and…he had a bad feeling about it.

“Why can’t I be here?” Winston frowned. “And whose dog are you? How dare you chase me out?”

Chapter 824
“Oh no I wouldn’t dare to!”

Huge beads of sweat was raining down Director Walker’s forehead. Even the head of his own family didn’t dare to offend Winston, a man known to be the demon king of the north. He was an even smaller fry than the head of his own family.

“Brother Winston, you’re mistaken, that’s not what I meant!”

“Then what did you mean?” Winston stood up and his voice was icy. “I came here on official business, but what about you? And that fellow just now took a photo of me. Is that to expose me? Or to report me?”

“If you can tell me what regulations I’ve broken by coming here to carry out my duties, then you are free to make a complaint.”

Director Walker was ready to kneel.

He wouldn’t dare to do anything like that.

Even if Winston really did something wrong, Director Walker was in no position to say anything about it. Even a first tier family would not dare to offend someone of Winston’s standing.

“Brother Winston! Brother Winston, you’re mistaken!”

Director Walker wished he could beat this assistant of his to death right now. He knew that he was doomed this time.

His subordinates looked at Director Walker’s pale face and seemed to finally understand what was going on. All of them were nervous and didn’t dare to speak. They didn’t even dare to breathe too quickly and were about to suffocate themselves to death.

“Misunderstanding?” Winston raised an eyebrow. “Oh get it. You’re not here to pick on me.”

Director Walker’s heart relaxed a little when he heard these words.

Of course he wouldn’t dare to pick on Winston.

How many in the north would dare to pick on him?

Winston was the person in the legal circle that all the powerful families of the north were most afraid and wary of. This man was cruel and vicious and acted very swiftly. He didn’t care who you were and didn’t care what you did, and on top of that… he bore grudges too!

Someone tried to go against him before, but that first tier family vanished overnight.

It wasn’t just the family members. Even their house had been burnt to the ground.

This man here was a lunatic!

But he never left any traces behind and never made any mistake, so nobody could grab hold of his weakness nor do anything about him.

“Brother Winston, of course not, why would we pick on you? We’re just…

“You’re picking on this factory.”

Winston’s next sentence made Director Walker freeze on the spot.

“You’re here to pick on my friend.”

Director Walker felt like his entire body was numb. Winston’s…friend?

He looked around quickly and saw Ethan Hunt seated across from Winston. He gulped, but he didn’t know Ethan Hunt.

He glanced over at Brother Geoff standing next to Ethan Hunt. That couldn’t be Winston’s friend. Winston’s friend wouldn’t be standing.

He turned some more to spot Corey McGrath standing at the door and looking very strangely at him. That was impossible.

How could the McGrath family have anything to do with

Winston?

He had never heard of this before.

“Brother Winston, we…we wouldn’t dare!”

“You don’t dare to?” Winston scoffed and pointed at Corey McGrath. “His factory is providing so many people with good jobs, so what’s the problem?”

“The paperwork is incomplete?”

He pulled out more than a dozen stamps from his bag. “Tell me what else they’re missing and I’ll get it processed right now.”

Winston sat down and looked at Director Walker as if he was waiting for an answer.

“Brother Winston!”

Director Walker really started crying.

It would never have crossed his mind that the factory that belonged to the McGrath family might have anything to do with this demon king of the north.

If he dared to go against Winston’s friend, then Winston would dare to go against his family. The Walker family could very well disappear overnight! 

Chapter 825
“No, no! Nothing is missing!”

Director Walker’s knees were about to give way and he was ready to kneel down soon. But he didn’t dare to do so in front of so many people because he was afraid that Winston would be unhappy.

“Say it now!” Winston suddenly bellowed. “I’ve brought everything here already! You mean | brought all these things for nothing?”

Director Walker felt like someone had shoved sand down his throat. He was now in a difficult position.

He heard that Winston’s temper was turbulent.

Not too long ago, he heard about how the daughter of the Godfrey family had offended Winston and the Godfrey family ended up losing nearly 80% of their assets and were chased out of the north.

His family wouldn’t dare to make Winston unhappy.

But he didn’t dare to say that this factory was missing any documents either.

“Nothing is missing.”

Director Walker’s teeth were chattering so hard that his teeth were about to crumble.

“So you’ve made me come all the way here for nothing. I’ll remember that.”

Winston nodded. Those words were enough to make Director Walker pale considerably.

He was doomed.

He was definitely doomed.

Winston was good at bearing grudges, and now he had blacklisted the Walker family.

“Brother Winston…”

“Enough. Since there’s nothing missing, why are you still here?” said Winston. “Get out now. I’ll find some other time to visit the head of the Walker family.”

“Brother Winston, we…”

“GET OUT!” Winston bellowed in a thunderous voice and his manner was so imposing that Director Walker nearly peed his pants.

He didn’t dare to stay any longer. Since he had offended this demon king, he had to hurry home to tell the head of his family to prepare for what was to come…

Director Walker immediately took his men to scurry out of the factory and Corey McGrath watched them in astonishment.

“Director Walker, you’re done with the inspection already?” he yelled after them. “Why don’t you sit here for a while more?”

Director Walker ran even faster.

“Serves you right!” Corey McGrath spat. “Next time, check who you’ve offended first!”

Even Corey McGrath was shocked that Ethan Hunt could get Winston to come here. Palmer Group was definitely no simple company. They were definitely backed by the Belmont family!

Only those supremely powerful families would be eligible to be on such good terms with Winston, right?

“Where’s Mr. McGrath?” Winston glanced at Corey McGrath and frowned when he saw that Corey McGrath was still at the door. He said impatiently, “Get him here right now.”

“Yes, yes.”

Corey McGrath ran off to get Dillon McGrath out of hiding.

Winston sat in the office with a disdainful look on his face.

“Big Boss, that was just small fry, I could have sent anybody to do this.”

He had to come personally but ended up scaring such a lowly ranked character. It wasn’t fun at all.

He was hoping that if the head of some powerful family had come, he could slap him a few times.

Ethan Hunt laughed. “It’s necessary.”

He didn’t say anything throughout the whole thing because he didn’t want Director Walker to know that Winston was connected to himself and not the McGrath family. But he needed to use Winston’s position in the legal circle.

Ethan Hunt wanted the powerful families to see this and he wanted to test the waters. He wanted to know how many in the legal circle were involved in Hidden Sect.

“We can’t close this factory for the moment. Diane still needs it.”

“Big Boss, why didn’t you say so earlier? If your wife needs a factory, I can get her a few more.” Winston patted his own chest and said, “If anyone refuses, I’ll make sure he regrets it!”

Brother Geoff was standing by the side and he felt his heart tremble violently. Winston didn’t give off any murderous air, but his words alone made him feel fearful.

So this fellow was the Brother Winston that Tom Foster always talked about so reverently?

He was a vicious character alright.

“She doesn’t like to do things that way,” replied Ethan Hunt calmly.

The door of the office opened and Dillon McGrath poked his head in. His face still looked nervous and wary.

“The man from the Walker family has left?”

He was really afraid that Director Walker would force him to leave the factory. He would lose his life for sure if that happened.

“With me around, who dares to touch you?” Winston scoffed unhappily. “Sit.”

Chapter 826
“Yes, Sir!”

Dillon McGrath was like a child, nervous and cautious. He placed both hands on his knees and didn’t dare to move at all.

He never imagined that the person Ethan Hunt called over would turn out to be Winston.

Crazier still, Winston seemed to be very respectful towards Ethan Hunt. It seemed like the two of them were connected in a different way from what he had imagined.

“I’ll ask and you answer.”

Winston exchanged glances with Ethan Hunt, then looked at Dillon McGrath.

“Why are all the powerful families suddenly attacking Palmer Group?”

“Explain it carefully and don’t hide anything from me. Otherwise I’ll close this factory immediately and send you outside.”

Dillon McGrath gulped.

“That’s because we don’t dare to attack the Belmont family!”

Winston flew into a rage. “What is this ridiculous logic?! You don’t dare to attack the Belmont family, so you’re attacking Palmer Group? What the hell is wrong with all of you?”

He could understand why they didn’t dare to attack the Belmont family. The Belmont family was a supremely powerful family, so unless the powerful families all ganged up together, it would be impossible to do anything about them.

But in a selfish place like the north, who would dare to count on each other to be real allies?

You could be backstabbed before you realized

“Because…because Palmer Group is backed by the Belmont family!”

Dillon McGrath glanced at Ethan Hunt and saw that he didn’t argue against it, so he quickly explained, “During the Belmont Group shareholder’s meeting, Ernest Belmont said that Belmont Group would work with Palmer Group in the future, and he also revealed… he also revealed that the forbidden territory of Greencliff was created by the Belmont family!”

“He admitted it?” asked Ethan Hunt.

“No, the Belmont family wouldn’t dare to admit it out loud. But Greencliff has already ruined so many powerful families and became the thorn in the flesh to everyone and we’ve all been trying to get rid of Greencliff. The moment the Belmont family admits to backing Greencliff, it will incur the wrath of everyone so they’ll never admit this.”

“But the meaning behind Ernest Belmont’s words are so obvious. Besides, before this.”

Dillon McGrath’s voice started to tremble, “There were many other incidents that prove that the Belmont family is backing Palmer Group!”

They didn’t dare to attack the Belmont family, so they had to go through attacking Palmer Group to force the Belmont family to claim Palmer Group and officially become the common enemy of all the powerful families of the north.

“Just as I had thought.” Ethan Hunt narrowed his eyes. He had guessed as much.

The Belmont family was trying to checkmate him.

“This son of a bitch turned around really quickly huh. What a move,” Winston cursed without holding back. The fact that he might be cursing the man who might become the next head of the Belmont family didn’t bother him at all.

This asshole had turned the anger everyone had towards the Belmont family onto Palmer Group and actually dared to make his Big Boss’ wife suffer?

Winston felt that if he didn’t make trouble for Ernest Belmont, then he was letting his nickname of being a demon king down!

“Mr. Hunt, everyone knows about this and I’m not spouting nonsense. It’s no secret that the Belmont family is backing you.”

Ethan Hunt nodded and there was a meaningful smile on his face.

He waved his hand and Brother Geoff immediately took a small book out from his pocket. That was the book of names at the security guards’ office to record all the people who came to make trouble.

Ethan Hunt flipped the book open and a murderous look appeared in his eyes as he looked at all the names written in the book.

“That’s right, the Belmont family is the one who’s backing Palmer Group!

He picked up a pen and drew a large cross on the names that belonged to the Walker family and declared in a sinister voice, “Tonight, we all belong to the Belmont family!”

These words alone made the temperature of the office drop to freezing point.

Chapter 827
Dillon McGrath shuddered.

He gulped. He felt like if he stayed for too long with Ethan Hunt and Winston, his life would shorten by many years.

The two of them were way too imposing and frightening!

“Mr. Hunt….”

Dillon McGrath was beginning to get a strange feeling that he had guessed wrongly and Palmer Group didn’t have any connection to the Belmont family.

The one behind Palmer Group didn’t seem to be the Belmont family after all.

He even felt that Ethan Hunt alone was even scarier than the Belmont family!

“Just stay in the factory and make sure that the manufacturing process goes smoothly. Don’t make any mistakes or I’m not going to let you off,” said Winston with a scoff as he glanced at Dillon McGrath. “Go out.”

Dillon McGrath didn’t dare to utter a single word. He nodded vigorously and took his leave politely. His back was already all wet from cold sweat.

The office was left with only Ethan Hunt, Winston and Brother Geoff.

“I really wish I could fight alongside you guys!” There was a look of regret in Winston’s eyes. “I’m gonna bloody burst soon.”

“Don’t worry, you’ll get your chance,” replied Ethan Hunt. “You can start taking action on the legal side of things. Remember, make sure they know how powerful the Belmont family is!”

If Ernest Belmont wanted to play this game, Ethan Hunt was following suit.

It was just a matter of who could afford to keep playing.

Winston didn’t stay any longer. He left to start preparing for what he had to do while Brother Geoff also went to get prepared for Ethan Hunt.

Ethan Hunt said that tonight they were all from the Belmont family!

The night grew dark.

At the Walker house.

After discussing for more than three hours, they still couldn’t reach a conclusion.

“So what are we going to do about Winston?”

The head of the Walker family, Harrison Walker, shouted loudly, “I told you to deal with Dillon McGrath, so how did you end up offending Winston? Do you know how difficult it is to deal with this man?!”

Director Walker nodded profusely. “I went according to your instructions! But I didn’t expect Winston to actually be connected to the McGrath family.”

“Bullshit!” Errol Morgan spat angrily. “How could a family like the McGrath family be connected to Winston? Do you know who Winston is?!”

He wished he could slap this fellow in front of him.

What a headache.

Harrison Walker wasn’t so worried about Winston looking for the Walker family since he didn’t have any weakness in Winston’s hands so far.

As long as Winston didn’t have anything on him, Winston had no reason to do anything to his family.

He heard that at least Winston had principles and wouldn’t touch any family unless there was good reason to.

But he was more afraid that the McGrath family was backed by more than just one Winston.

“He’s someone that even the first tier families don’t dare to provoke because he’s so hard to deal with. Why did you offend him?”

Harrison Walker scoffed.

“What I’m more worried about now is that the McGrath family has become allies with Palmer Group and the Belmont family, so now the Belmont family is the one retaliating!”

The expressions on everyone else’s faces instantly changed.

They dared to go up against the McGrath family and Palmer Group, but they didn’t dare to go against the Belmont family. At least not now.

“I don’t think the Belmont family would be so blatant about it…”

BAM!

Before one of them could finish his sentence, the main door of the house was kicked open.

More than a dozen figures instantly entered the house and the air around them was terrifying.

“Who are you?!” Harrison Walker got a shock and immediately shouted, “Men! Throw these unwelcome visitors out!”

How could someone just barge into the Walker house in the middle of the night like that?!

Ethan Hunt kept his hands behind his back and his footsteps were light and steady as if he were walking in his own garden. He looked up at the Walker family members and calmly announced, “We’re from the Belmont family.”


Chapter 828
“The Walker family has challenged the Belmont family time and again. Did you think the Belmont family is a bunch of pushovers?” Ethan Hunt laughed coldly. “Those who have made a mistake will have to pay the price for doing so!”

Harrison Walker’s expression changed.

The Belmont family?

The Belmont family had seriously sent someone here!

“You…how dare you!!”

Once Harrison Walker gave a loud shout, nearly a hundred men ran out from behind him and surrounded Ethan Hunt and his men. “Trying to fool me? I’ve heard of every highly skilled fighter that the Belmont family has, and I’ve seen any of you before.”

“Oh, is that so,” replied Ethan Hunt. “Then have you heard of the forbidden territory of Greencliff before?”

Harrison Walker felt like he just fell into an ice cave.

These men were from Greencliff!

They were really from the Belmont family!

That same Greencliff that barged through all five major gantries of the north and cleaned out all the illegal circles protecting them.

Why were they here?

Ethan Hunt took out the little book from his pocket and looked at the Walker family’s crossed out name.

“The Belmont family doesn’t just let any stray dogs or cats run all over them, you know. Today we’ll teach you a lesson – the Walker family is the first one to go.”

Brother Geoff and the rest immediately rushed out like a pack of wolves and unleashed all their battling prowess.

In the blink of an eye, they had bashed through the whole crowd like a pack of wolves among sheep.

BOOM!

The wolves had been itching for some action for a long time now. Besides, they were pretending to be sent from the Belmont family, so they could do anything and the Belmont family was the one picking up the tab.

“Stop them! Stop the-…AHH!”

Before Harrison Walker could finish shouting orders, a fist appeared from nowhere and sent him flying. He couldn’t react at all and could only feel his arms and legs being broken.

“AHHH!!”

The howling and screaming pierced through the air.

In just moments, the entire Walker house both looked and sounded like somewhere in hell. The bloodcurdling screams never stopped.

More than a hundred people were lying on the ground. They all had either broken arms or broken legs and sounded like they were being tortured.

“Spare me…have mercy on me, please! It has nothing to do with me, nothing to do with me!” Director Walker knelt on the floor and kept kowtowing. “I was forced to go to the factory, I didn’t want to go, I really didn’t!”

PAK!

Ethan Hunt slapped him and said, “Remember, you guys can’t afford to offend the Belmont family.”

Ethan Hunt didn’t say anymore. He turned and left with the wolves.

Harrison Walker was left lying on the ground and his expression was numb as the pain paralyzed him. All of them hated the Belmont family to the core now.

That night, eight second tier families suffered terrible losses.

All their best fighters had their limbs broken and even their legal businesses suffered lethal attacks. They had no way of making a comeback and they couldn’t even remain in the north anymore.

And they all only remembered one sentence.

“You guys can’t afford to offend the Belmont family!”

It was as if the north had gone through an earthquake.

Nobody expected the Belmont family to really make an attack. The attack had been so brutal, eight second tier families were destroyed in one night.

What a domineering move.

Those who were initially hoping to fight the Belmont family through Palmer Group immediately went into a panic. They were afraid that the Belmont family would look them up, so they all ran to look for first tier families for protection.

Even the first tier families felt that the Belmont family had gone too far. They had been too overbearing and too aggressive.

This really incurred the wrath of all the powerful families.

Meanwhile, Damien Belmont was seated in the main hall of the Belmont house and his expression was even nastier than if he had eaten a dead rat.

“It’s not the Belmont family! I said, we didn’t do this!” He was so angry that he threw the phone onto the floor.


Chapter 829
Damien Belmont never thought that things would turn out like this.

This wasn’t the first person calling him already.

Did they all think that the Belmont family was really the one who destroyed eight second tier families in one night?

It was true that the Belmont family was capable of doing this. But even if they were, they wouldn’t do something that would make all the other families turn against them like this.

To put it simply, the north was a place that did everything for the sake of benefits.

Everyone in this region aimed to gain the most benefits they could. The Belmont family and the other three supremely powerful families were the strongest four in terms of gaining benefits.

But it didn’t mean that they could do anything they wanted.

There were more than a hundred powerful families in the north, and even though some were really small and rather insignificant compared to the supremely powerful families, they could be a real threat if they decided to join hands.

In the past, Damien Belmont never worried about them. Everyone’s interests were in different areas, and some of them had conflicts of interests and not everybody stood on the same side.

But now?

Someone had forcibly made the Belmont family everybody’s enemy, and had forced all those insignificant powerful families to join hands!

One or two ants couldn’t do much. But when a lot of ants got together, then they became a real menace.

Even if they didn’t manage to kill you, they would make sure you were bleeding all over and your bones might even be exposed.

After that?

Would the other three supremely powerful families just sit there and watch?

They wouldn’t!

Damien Belmont was very sure that there were a lot of people watching the Belmont family’s movements right outside his own courtyard.

The situation had become very serious.

“Master Belmont, there are many people asking if the Belmont family is going to become the king of the north and they want to become allies with the Belmont family.”

“Some people have come to ask for forgiveness, saying that they had unwittingly offended the Belmont family before and would like you to forgive them, they’re kneeling outside.”

“Master Belmont, the market value of some of our businesses have suddenly soared, this…”

Damien Belmont’s expression became grimmer as he heard these reports.

These were reports that should have made him happy, but they only made him more and more worried now. Things had started to get out of hand and he never expected things to suddenly change so quickly.

He never thought that the people from Greencliff would be so vicious and so quick to act.

“Where’s Ernest Belmont?” yelled Damien Belmont. “Where is he now?”

“Master Belmont, Young Master Ernest is at Belmont Group.”

“Tell him to come back right now!”

Damien Belmont knew that things were getting complicated. If this went on, the Belmont family would become the common enemy of the north, and this matter would be very difficult to resolve.

Damien Belmont wasn’t afraid even if another supremely powerful family tried to attack him. But if all the powerful families were angry at the same time and decided to join hands to attack the Belmont family, that could prove fatal to the Belmont family.

Meanwhile.

Ernest Belmont was in Belmont Group trying to sort matters out. He was also at a loss and his expression was grim and nasty looking.

“Not a single one of these documents from fourteen different departments have been approved? What is going on?”

“Mr. Belmont, all the department heads have taken leave.”

Ernest Belmont slammed the table and yelled, “When did they take leave?! Why was I not informed? I didn’t approve their leave!”

“This…”

The secretary didn’t know how to put it across either.

Didn’t Ernest Belmont know how Belmont Group operated? If these people didn’t want to turn up for work or didn’t even want to work, Ernest Belmont couldn’t do anything about it.

Belmont Group was made up of nearly twenty different departments handling different industries. They were one group, but they also operated separately.

The department heads all came from different powerful families and were working to gain benefits for themselves and not for the Belmont family. They were most certainly not working to benefit Ernest Belmont.

They wouldn’t listen to anything Ernest Belmont said.

“Tell them to come back right now and settle all these documents!”

How could Ernest Belmont not be angry?

In just one day, Belmont Group’s internal operations had become a mess. Many projects were unable to continue and if this went on, even day to day operations would become a problem.

The company was not far from completely falling apart.

Chapter 830
“Mr. Belmont, I’ve already called them but they either don’t pick up, they hang up, or they just say they don’t have time.”

“These bastards!”

Ernest Belmont fumed. He picked up the phone on his desk and dialed a number.

It took a long time before the other end picked up. His voice sounded lazy.

“Come to the office right now! I want you to appear in front of me RIGHT NOW!”

“I’m so sorry, Mr. Belmont, but I’ve taken leave and I’m overseas now. I’m not in very good health right now, so I can’t deal with things in the company for the time being. I hope you can understand.”

He then hung up immediately and didn’t even let Ernest Belmont have the chance to get angry with him.

Ernest Belmont’s expression was very nasty now.

He continued making calls but not a single one of them was willing to return to the office. They would rather be fired than to come back. Some of them didn’t even pick up the call and completely disregarded Ernest Belmont.

Chapter 830 In Great Danger

PAK!

Ernest Belmont slammed a palm on the desk so hard that a crack appeared instantly. The poor secretary was so frightened that his face paled.

Ernest Belmont had a threatening look on his face. He didn’t expect things to turn out like this. Hadn’t he already frightened them into obedience at that meeting?

Did he have to kill some more people?

“Get someone else to take their place and make sure their departments can continue running. After that…

“Mr. Belmont…The secretary’s voice started to tremble. He was both nervous and afraid. “They all seem to have taken leave as a department.”

“Would they rather die?!” Ernest Belmont flew into a rage and started shouting, “Did they think I wouldn’t dare to kill them?! These assholes!!”

He was so furious that the veins on his fists were popping. He wished he could just kill all these idiots right now. But so what if he killed them all?

He couldn’t afford any issues with Belmont Group’s operations.

Once there was a problem within such a large corporation, it could prove fatal.

“Tell you what, call the rest of the Belmont family and tell them to transfer some experienced staff from other businesses into Belmont Group for the time being so that these departments can still continue to operate normally. I’ll settle everything else.”

“Yes, Mr. Belmont.”

The secretary ran off to make arrangements.

Ernest Belmont scoffed coldly. “Since all of you gave up on yourselves, then don’t blame me for being heartless. Since you don’t want to return to your offices, then I’m going to chase all of you out. I’ll use my people to replace all of you!”

Just as he finished saying these words, his phone started ringing. He looked at who was calling and frowned again.

“Dad, what’s the matter?”

“Come home right now!”

That was Damien Belmont’s voice.

“I’m in Belmont Group, I have a lot of things to attend to,” replied Ernest Belmont. “These are very serious matters.”

“What else is more important than the Belmont family?” Damien Belmont didn’t want to waste time talking. “Come back now! Something terrible has happened!”

Damien Belmont briefly told Ernest Belmont what happened over the phone. His tone of voice was very solemn and Ernest Belmont had never heard him speak like this before.

It was as if the Belmont family was now on the brink of death.

How could this be?

The Belmont family was a supremely powerful family and had never been afraid of anyone before.

“I’m telling you, if things continue to spiral downwards like this, the Belmont family is in grave danger!”

Ernest Belmont’s expression changed upon hearing this. He couldn’t attend to the problems within Belmont Group anymore. He hung up the phone and ran out of the office.

He never thought that the asshole from Greencliff could make things so ugly.

Who on earth was that Ethan Hunt?!

Was he nuts? Did he not care about the consequences at all?

Ernest Belmont hurriedly ran back to the Belmont house. He was afraid that if he was just one step too late, this whole thing would go out of his control.

On the other side, Ethan Hunt didn’t give them too much time.

He had waited for this chance for a very long time now. The time was finally ripe!

Since things in the north were going to be shaken up, he was going to shake the north more violently!

Ethan Hunt was going to make the north as frightened of the day as they were of the night.

Just the night before, eight second tier families had been thrashed and all their highly skilled fighters had been severely injured.

And then first thing this morning, Winston made his move. 



