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MeredithpulledLeviawayfromZoey.

“Sincebothofyouknowthetruth,thenIwillbestraightforward.Zoey,fromnowon,youwilltreatLevi

asnothingmorethanastranger.Understand?”Meredithorderedsternly.

Zoeynoddedobediently.“Understood.”

Herfacewasstillfullofsmiles.

Everyonewasconfused.

IsitsoeasytotalkZoeyintosomething?

Orperhapsshe’salwayswantedtodivorceLevi?

“Levi,letmewarnyou.IfyoueverharassZoeyagain,I’llskinyoualive!”LoganthreatenedLeviina

menacingtone.



BothCaitlynandAaronexclaimed,“Sinceyou’veacceptedthetenmillion,youmustdoaswesayand

leaveZoeyalonefromnowon.”

Levisneered,“WhymustIstayawayfromZoey?Ihavereturnedthemoneytoyou!”

“Bah!Don’tlietous!Sincewhenhaveyoureturnedthemoneytous,huh?Whatnonsense!”

TheBlackswerenowboilinginrage,astheyhaveseenclearlywiththeirowneyesthatLevihadthe

checkinhishandearlier.

Howdarehesayhe’sreturnedthemoneytous?

Thiskidreallyisfulloflies!

“Okay,whydon’tyoutelluswhohaveyoureturnedthemoneyto?”

EveryoneintheBlackfamilywasnowglaringatLeviquestioningly.



“I’vethrownitintothetrashcanontherightsideofthemanor’sgates.”

Withthatsaid,Levilefttheplace.

EveryoneatthescenehurriedlyreturnedtotheBlackfamily’smanor.

Oncetheygotoffthecar,theyimmediatelyrushedtothetrashcanLevimentionedearlier.

“Someonecomeandemptythetrashcanforus!”Loganorderedanxiously.

Afewservantsshowedupatonceandpouredthecontentsofthetrashcanontotheground.

Withhisnosepinched,Loganrummagedthroughthetrashscatteredonthegroundfortheten-million

cheque.

Afterhalfanhourofdiggingandpokingaround,Loganstilldidnotmanagetofindthecheque.



QuintusandKeanealsojoinedthesearch,buttonoavail.

“Thatbratmusthaveliedtous!”Loganhowledinrage.

Zoeycommentedinahurry,“That’snotpossible!IfLevisaidthechequeisinthetrash,thenitmustbe

inthetrash!”

Shedidn’tbelievethatLeviwouldliejusttogethishandsonthetenmilliontheBlackfamilyhadoffered

him.

“Zoey,youjustcan’tacceptthetruththathelied,right?”

“Let’ssearchtheothertrashcans!”Logansniggered.

Withtheservants’help,theBlacksdugintotheothertrashcans,buttheystillcouldnotlocateitafter

muchhustle.

“It’snotpossible!Itmustbeinoneofthetrashcansaroundthehouse!Someonemusthavegotten

aholdofthecheque!”



Zoeywasstartingtofeelpanicky.

Ican’tletLevitaketheblamehere!

Iwon’tallowthattohappen!

Inthefirstplace,theBlackfamilywastheonewhobulliedLevi.

Ifthesamethinghappenedagain,Zoeywouldnotforgiveherself.

“Whydon’tyouaskaround?Perhapssomeonepickeditupfromthetrashcan!”

Zoeywaspanicking.

Meredithorderedalltheservantstogatherinfrontofherandbellowedatthem,“Didanyoneseea

chequelyingaround?Thelotofyoubetterbehonest!IfIcatchanyofyouholdingontothecheque,the

punishmentwillbesevere!”



Nonetheless,alloftheservantsshooktheirheads.“Wedidn’tseeanythingatall!”

“Also,ifwefindanythingvaluable,we’lldefinitelyreportittoyou!”

However,oneoftheservantshadastreakoffearinhiseyes.

Heclenchedontothesideofhisshirtwithhissweatypalms,butnoonenoticed.

Zoey’smindwentblank.

Isthishowthingswillturnout?

Leviwillbeframedforsomethinghehasn’tdoneagain?

Logansnickered,“Whatdoyouhavetosaynow,Zoey?”



“HowcouldLevipassupsomuchmoney?Perhapshealreadyknowsthetwoofyouarenotfatedtobe

witheachother,sowhynottakethecheque?Thatway,hecouldatleastgainsomethingoutofthis

wholedrama?“

JenniealsojeeredatZoey,“That’sright,Zoey.Ithinkhedoesn’tevenloveyouatall!Ifhereallyloves

you,thenhewouldhavetornthechequerightinourfaces!”

“Howdarethatrascalcheatus!No,Ican’tlethimgetawaywiththis!”

Meredith’sbloodwasboiling.

“Ineedanexplanationfromhim!”
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Robertshookhisheadprofusely.“It’salright.Wecanleavehimalonenow.He’snothingtodowithour

familyanymore!Justlethimbe!”

“Yeah,Grandma!Justdon’tmesswithhimanymore!Whoknows,hemighthaveothertricksuphis

sleeves?”



IttookalltheBlackstoconvinceMerediththatitwasnotworthhertimetohoundLevidown.

MerediththenexclaimedtoZoey,“Althoughitcostsustenmillion,Ithinkit’sallworthitnowthat

you’veseenhistruecolors.”

“No,Grandma!Levi’sagoodperson,believeme!”

ZoeyhadcompletefaithinLeviwhenhesaidhethrewthechequeintothetrashcanattheBackfamily’s

residence.

Therewasahighchancethatsomeonehadseenitandpickeditup.

Rightnow,ZoeywantednothingbuttoprovethatLeviwasinnocent.

Robertadded,“Mydear,thatmanhasnothingtowithusfromnowon.Whetherifhe’sagoodperson

ornot,wedon’tcare.”

“Yeah,itdoesn’tmattertousanymorewhetherhelie!”



TherestoftheBlacksalsochimedin.

EventhougheveryoneintheBlackfamilysaidtheycouldnotcaremoreaboutLevi,Zoeyknewthey

wouldbringtheincidentupfromtimetotimetoshamehiminthedaystocome.

Alas,therewasnothingshecoulddo.

NowthatZoeywasofficiallyoutofhermarriage,Meredithwantedtosetherupwithanothermanright

away.

WithZoey’scurrentachievementsandthepowerfulBlackfamilyatherback,shewouldbeawoman

soughtafterbymany.

“Thetwoofyoujustrelax.IwilldefinitelyfindZoeyahusbandthatstandsoutfromtherest.Youtwo

justhavetowaitandwatchherwalkdowntheaisle!”

HavingheardMeredith’swords,CaitlynandAaroncouldnowpictureintheirheadtheirdaughter’s

weddingandhowtheywouldbealltearfulyetexcitedforher.

Onceagain,Meredithcalledforameetingwiththerestofthefamily.



“Zoey,yourememberhowGrandpaandGrandmapromisedyoutoinvesttwobillionintoyourcompany

ifyoupartwayswithLevi?Nowthatyouhavebrokenofffromhim,wewillhonorourpromise!”

Meredithproclaimedtothefamily.

Zoeywassurprised.“Really,Grandma?That’ssoawesome!”

“Youstillhaveanyproblemsonyourside?Tellus,”Meredithaskedhergranddaughterinacaringtone.

Zoeypausedtothinkforawhilebeforereplying,“Grandma,I’mafraidIdohaveaproblem.”

“Justtellme,mydear.”

“We’reabouttoentertheelectronicsmarketintheSouthCity,butmycompanystilldoesn’thavea

suitableplaceforouroffice.Also,westilllackproductioncentersandourtechnicalteamis

underdeveloped,”Zoeyhurriedlyadded.

“That’ssimple!I’llsettleitforyou.”



Loganletoutaheartylaugh.

Zoey’sproblemwasapieceofcaketoLogan.

“Logan,Idon’tthinkthingsaresimpleatall.MorrisGrouphasalreadyhandedtousallofitse-

commercebusiness.Asofthismoment,ourtargetisTripleGroupbeforetheypulledoutofthemarket.

Ithinkit’sabittoomuchforus.Ourinitialtargetissetataroundfiftybillion.”

Everyoneintheroomtookasharpbreath.

Theirinitialtargetisfiftybillion?

Howisthatevenattainable?

It’struethatthetwobillionMeredithhadpromisedZoeywasalreadyaheftysum.

ButincomparisontoZoey’scurrenttargetoffiftybillion,itwasaspeckofdust.



“ThisiswhatI’mworriedabout.MorrisGroupsaidthattheywillprovideuswiththefunding,butwestill

haven’tsettledthelogisticsandmanpower.IreallyhavetoowneverythingthatTripleGrouphadbefore

Icouldembarkonmymission.”

Zoeyhadagloomyexpressiononherface.

Thismissionisimpossible!

TheaffluentfamiliesinSouthCityhavealreadylaidtheirclaimsonpartsofTripleGroup’sold

playground!

Zoeyhadnoideaonhowtoreachhertarget.

Robertqueriedinanastonishedtone,“Zoey,youmeanwehavetoreclaimeverypropertyofTriple

Group?”

“Yep,that’sright!Andlet’snottalkabouttheissueswithfindinganoffice.Thedemandforelectronics

inSouthCitycanonlybemetifwehaveTripleGroup’senormousproductioncapacity!Everythingthey

ownedwasbundledtogether,whichmadeitcost-effectiveforthemtooperateonsuchalargescale.”

Zoey’swordslefteveryoneintheroomspeechless.



EveryoneknewthatinthepreviousfeudbetweenallthegreatfamiliesinSouthCity,TripleGroup’s

propertiesweresplitupintomanyfragments,eachofwhichwasnowunderadifferentfamily.

TheyalsoknewthattheBlackfamilydidnothaveenoughpowertoreclaimeverything.
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Outofpuzzlement,PamelaquestionedZoey,“Zoey,MorrisGroupreallyhavesuchhighhopesforyou?”

“Pamela,IhavenoideawhyMorrisGroupseesmeastheirsuperstartoo!Thistaskisinsurmountable!”

Zoeyherselfwasflummoxed.

ShecouldunderstandifIrisweretryingtohelpherout.

ButtherewasnoreasonfortheheadofMorrisGrouptohavesomuchfaithinhercapabilities.

Why?Ijustcan’tfindananswertoit!



PamelanowviewedZoeyinadifferentlight.

ShewasaRogers,andnaturally,sheknewthattheRogersfamilywasthemostinfluentialfamilyin

NorthHampton.

However,itwasMorrisGroupthatbestowedthatmuchpowerupontheRogersfamily.

Thus,sheknewbetterthananyoneintheroomthatMorrisGroupwasindeedaforcenottobe

reckonedwith.

“Mom,Dad,Zoey’snetworthissuregoingtoboominthefuture!MorrisGroupholdsherwithsomuch

regard.Markmywords,shecaneasilybecomeabillionaireinthefuture!”Pamelautteredmatter-of-

factly.

“Abillionaire?Gasp!”

EvenMeredithandRobertbothhadtheirjawsdroppedtotheground.



IfZoeywerereallythatterrific,theBlackfamilycouldemergeasoneofthenoblefamiliesinSouthCity.

“SinceZoeyistherisingstarinMorrisGroup,wehavetohelphertackleherproblemsatallcosts!”

Meredithdeclaredtoeveryone.

“Withthatsaid,IneedallofyoutopullwhateverstringsyoucantoaidZoeyinherconquesttoreclaim

TripleGroup’smarkets,”Robertchimedin.

IfLoganandRussellweretheguardiansoftheBlackfamily,thenZoeywasthefertilizeroftheirgrowth.

HersuccesswascrucialindeterminingthefutureoftheBlackfamily.Ifshemanagedtocomethrough,

theBlackfamilywouldbegeareduptoclimbontotheupperechelonsinSouthCity.

Assuch,Zoey’smissionwasalsotheBlackfamily’smission.

Afteralengthydiscussion,theysplitofftonegotiatewiththeotherprominentfamiliesinSouthCity

aboutrentingtheirproductionfacilitiesandoffices.

JennieandLogancametothehouseoftheOliverfamily,oneofthefournoblefamiliesinSouthCity.



Theheadofthefamily,MarkOliver,welcomedthetwoofthemintotheirmanor.

“SirOliver,Ishallcuttothechase.TheBlackfamilywouldliketorentthreeoftheofficebuildings

originallyunderTripleGroup.Wearewillingtopayyouhandsomelyforit,soplease,justgiveusa

number!”Logansaidwithadeferentialsmile.

“Bah!TheBlackfamilyhasnorighttomakeuseofourassets!Pleaseleave!”Marksneeredwithderision.

Rightaway,LoganandJenniewereusheredoutofthehouse.

ThetwoofthemthenvisitedtheCaymanfamilyandtheHermanfamily,butwerealsoturneddownby

them.

BackattheBlackfamily,theairaroundtheplacewasheavyandsuffocating.

Everyonewasdowninthedumps.

Literally,allofthemwereturneddownintheirattemptstorequestfavorsfromtheprominentfamilies

intheSouthCity.



Rightnow,theyhadnomeanstotacklethecurrentissuetheyhadathand.

Zoeycouldonlysighwhenshereceivedtheunfortunatenewsherfamilymembersbroughthome.

“Zoey,I’mafraidyou’llhavetotakethemattersintoyourownhands.Still,donotletyourspiritsbe

dampened,everyone!Atleast,wehavesuccessfullypriedLeviawayfromZoey.Nowthatheisnot

aroundheranymore,Zoeycansoarhighwithoutanyburdentyingherdown!”Meredithexclaimed

gladly.

Atthatmoment,LeviwascontactingtheRogersfamilyofNorthHamptononthephone.

“IneedyouguystostartontheconstructionoftheRoyalVillaassoonaspossible.Itwillbemyfuture

home.Iwillsendyoutheblueprintsrightaway!”

Sixyearsago,Levidesignedandbuiltamansionforhisfuturefamily,butitwasdemolishedashedid

notwantanyonetotarnishhishomebeforehisfamilycouldmoveinthere.

Rightnow,LeviwastryingtohavetheRoyalVillarebuiltsothatZoey’swishcouldbegranted.



Fromnowon,hewoulddevoteallofhimselftothepreparationsforaweddingofthecentury.

“YouwantmetostayawayfromZoey?Overmydeadbody!”

Levi’slipscurledupintoawickedsmile.

…

AttheMorrisGroup’sofficeinNorthHampton.

IrisIsabellereceivedordersfromherbosstosendateamtoSouthCitytoassisttheOrientalStarGroup

inmakingaheadstartinthemarketsoverthere.

Inthenamelistofthepeopletobedispatched,Leviwasincluded.

Hewasresponsiblefortheteam’ssafetyonthismission.



Theoffice,theproductionfactories,aswellastheresearchcenterofTripleGroupwererecoveredatan

earlierdate.Allofthemwerereadytostartoperationsanytimenow.

Theteamonlyhadtoshowupandgettheproductionlinemoving.

TheircurrentobjectivewastofillinthegapthatTripleGroupleftbehind.
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Forthepasttwodays,Zoeywasflusteredbecauseoftwothings.

First,shehadtosettleherdivorcepaperswithLevi.

Second,herworkwashauntingherinherdreamseverynight.

TheMorrisGrouphandedthemissiontoherinhopesthatshewouldperformwell,butZoeymadelittle

progress.



Shewassostressedthathernightsweresleepless.

Littledidsheknow,theBlackfamilywasawareofthestateshewasin.

Lateinthenight,MeredithandRobertwerepacingintheirhouse.

TheyseemedtobemoreanxiousthanZoeyherself.

Afterall,Zoey’smissionwouldrulethefutureoftheBlackfamily.

“Whatshouldwedo?”

EvenLoganwassighing.

“Wehavealreadytriedeverythingwecould.TheissueathandisthattheBlackfamilydoesnothavethe

powertorequestanythingfromthenoblefamilieswhatsoever,”Baileyspokeindisappointment.

Zoeyalsosighed,“Ifwearealreadyattheendofourwits,howaboutIjustturninthemissionfor



someoneelseatMorrisGrouptotakeover?It’sindeedadifficulttaskthatIdon’tthinkwecan

conquer.”

“No!”

Zoey’sdecisionreceivedthedisapprovalofeveryoneintheBlackfamily.

“Wherecanweeverfindsuchagoodopportunityagain?Howcanwejustgiveup?”

“That’sright!Zoey,youmustcompletethemissionatallcosts!”

“We’llhelpyouwithanyobstaclesyoufaceonyourway!”

TheBlackfamilywasinanupheaval.

“Wecansurelyfindawayourselvestosecureusanoffice,butasfortheproductionfactoriesandthe

researchcenteraswellastheequipmentrequired,wewillhavetobegforit!Ivolunteermyself!”

Robertuttereddeterminedly.



TheresearchcenterwasthecenterpieceofTripleGroup’soperations.Now,itwasinthepossessionof

BrockGreen.

Brockwasasmartandinsightfulperson.

Eventhoughhewasn’tproducinganyelectronicshimself,heknewtogethishandsonTripleGroup’s

researchcenteraheadofallofhiscompetitors.

Heevenrecruitedtheoriginalresearchersatthatparticularresearchcenteratthefirstchancehegot.

Heknewtheresearchcenterwouldbemostvaluableinthefuture.Bythen,manywouldbedyingto

haveit.

Hisgoalwasactuallyverysimple.Hewantedtosellitatasky-highpriceandearnalotfromit.

Asofthismoment,hehadbeenvisitedbyovertwentyprospectbuyersoftheresearchcenter.

Hewasjustwaitingforsomeonetoshowupwiththehighestprice.



Hewasdeadcertainthathecouldprofitatleastfivebillionfromtheresearchcenter.

However,BrocksuddenlyreceivedanorderfromtheGodofWartosurrendertheresearchcenter

unconditionally.

Withoutanyhesitation,hetransferredboththeresearchcenterandhispricedteamofresearchersto

theGodofWarrightaway.

“TheBlackfamilyhassplitZoeyandLeviup.Howfoolishtheyare!”

Brock’ssubordinateinformedBrockofZoeyandLevi’sdivorce.

“What?”

Brockleapedtohisfeet.

“Aretheycrazy?TheywantZoeytodivorcetheGodofWar?”



Brockwasbeyondshocked.Hiseyeswerealmostflyingoutofhiseyesockets.

“Canyoubelieveit?Mr.Garrisonwaschasedoutoftheirhousehold!”

EvenBrock’ssubordinatewasindisbelief.

Brockgrowledinrage,“TheBlackfamilyarefools!”

Coincidentally,RobertandBaileyshowedupatBrock’sdoorstepsatthatinstant.

“It’sourutmostpleasuretomeetyou,StoneBuddha!”

RobertgreetedBrockinacarefulyetserviletone.

However,henoticedtherewassomethingwrongwiththelatter’sexpression.

ItwasasifBrockwaswatchingtwoclownsatthebiggestcircusintown.



“Soyou’refromtheBlackfamily?”Brockrepliedwithasneer.

Tsk,Ireallywanttoseewhat’sinsideyourhead!

Isitfullofgarbage?

HowfoolishthebunchofyouareformakingZoeybreakupwithLevi!Thefactthatyouevenchasedhim

outofyourhouseisevenmoreembarrassing!

Whointherightmindwoulddoanyofthis?

“Wehavearequest,StoneBuddha.”

Robertwasonpinsandneedles

“Alright,justtellmewhatyou’reherefor.”



Brockwasstraightforward.

“WearehereonbehalfoftheBlackfamilytorequestyourpermissiontorenttheresearchcenterin

yourpossession,whichoncebelongedtoTripleGroup.Ibelievemyson-in-law,LoganZachs,haspaid

youavisitbeforetoo,”Robertrespondedpolitely.

“Oh,aboutthat…”

Brockansweredwrylywithasmile.Butbeforehecouldfinish,Robertinterruptedinadesperatetone.

“TheBlackfamilyiswillingtopayyouanannualfeeofonebillion!”
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Indeed,RobertBlackofferedahandsomesumofmoney.

TheBlackfamilywasverydeterminedinrentingtheresearchcentercurrentlyunderBrock,evenifthat

meantshellingoutalargeportionoftheirsavings.

Thebenefitthatthistransactionwouldbringthemwasdefinitelymorethanfiftybillion.



Brockstrokedhischinandlaughed.“Onebillionforayearisindeedquitealot.”

However,histonechangedinasnap.“ButwhodoyouthinkIam?Youthinkonebillionisanythingto

me?”

“No!Thatwasnotwhatwemeant!”

Robertwasdesperatelytryingtodefendhimself.

Hekneltontheground.

Inallsincerity,Robertpleaded,“Ibegyou,StoneBuddha!Pleaseletusrenttheresearchcenter!The

Blackfamilywillforeverbeindebtedtoyou!”

BrockscoffeddisdainfullywhenhesawRobertonhisknees.

Whatafool!



WhoaskedyoutochaseawayLevi?

Pfft!Withhimaround,youcanhaveeveryresearchcenterintheworld!

“My,my,Iamtouchedbyyoursincerity.However,Ihavebadnewsforyou.Someonehastakenaway

theresearchcenterfromme.Iadviseyoutoforgetaboutit,”Brocksaidwithastraightface.

“What?Someoneelsehasgottenaheadofus?”

Robert’smindexplodedattheunexpectedpieceofnewsfromBrock.

Crap!Wehavenohopenow!

“Yep,that’sright!EverythingonceownedbyTripleGroupisnowunderanotherperson’spossession.

Youguyshavetoacceptyourfate.”

“What?Someonehastakenawayeverything?”



Robertwasdumbfounded.

“C-Couldyoutellmewho’sthatperson?”Robertinquiredwithhisvoiceshaking.

“Fine,I’llletyouinonasmalltip.ThispersonissopowerfulthatnotasinglesoulinErudiawoulddare

tooffendhim.”

RobertcouldfeelallembersofhopeinsidehisheartstompedoutbyBrock’swords.

NowthattheBlackfamilycouldnotlaytheirhandsonanyofTripleGroup’spastproperties,Zoey’s

missionwasbasicallydonefor.

Withherfailuretodeliver,MorrisGroupmightgiveuponher.

It’sa50-billionproject!There’snowayMorrisGroupwillallowthisprojecttofail!

Icannotacceptthis!



Thisissounfair!

Butwhatcanwedo?

EvenBrocksaidthatpersonisdangerous.WilltheBlackfamilydareconfrontthatperson?

WhenRoberttoldhisfamilyaboutthecurrentstateoftheresearchcenter,everyoneintheroomfell

deadsilent.

Theywereintotaldespair.

ThesolereasonwhythepropertiesoftheTripleGroupwereabletosurviveuntiltodaywasbecause

theywerecollectivelywell-establishedasaneffectivesystemforproductdevelopmentandproduction.

Ifanypartofthesystemweretobereplaced,theefficiencywoulddefinitelybelowered.

It’stime.



Tocallthetimeofdeathonthismission.

Zoeyletoutalongsigh.

Ofcourse,shewasdisappointed,asitwasherlong-awaitedchancetoshine.

Shedidnotthinkitwouldturnoutlikethis.

However,Meredithwasevenmorebummedoutthanher.

ToZoey,thismightbeonlyjustachallengeshehadfailed.

YettoMeredith,itwasabigloss,astheBlackfamilyhadspentseveralbillionstogetthingsgoing.

Thelosswasmostprobablyunrecoverableinthenearfuture.



“Dowereallyhavenoothersolutions?”

Meredith’sbreathingwasheavyasshespoke.

“I’mafraidinsuchashortperiodoftime,wemightnotfindanyreplacements!Thisprojectistoomuch

forustohandle!”

JennieBlackalsoshookherheadhelplessly.

Meredithgazedforlornlyatthenightsky.“Perhaps,theBlackfamilywasfatedtobeordinary.”

“Alright,Grandpa,Grandma.IwillletMorrisGroupknowthatIwillbegettingoffthisproject

tomorrow.”

Zoeyhadtotallysurrenderedtoherfate.

Itwasmissionimpossible.



Nomatterhowmuchhardworksheputintoit,shewasboundtofail.

“Ifailed.”

“Zoey,don’tbesad!You’lldefinitelygetanotherchancetoprovethatyou’recapable!”

Meredithconsoledhergranddaughter.

Regardlessofeverything,ZoeywasstillthehopeoftheBlackfamily.

TheMorrisGroupwasnottheonlychannelthroughwhichtheBlackfamilycouldprosper.

Forinstance,ZoeycouldalsomarryapowerfulmantostrengthentheBlackfamily’sinfluenceinthe

SouthCity.

“Icansolvethisproblemifyouletme!”

Outoftheblue,afamiliarvoicecamefromoutside.



“LeviGarrison?”
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ZoeyLopezwasstunnedforasecondbeforeshewasovercomewithjoy.

“Leviishere?”

Thenextmoment,LeviappearedinfrontoftheBlackfamily.

Everyonewasflummoxed.

Whatisheherefor?

“LeviGarrison,what’syourpurposeinshowingupatourhousehold?Idon’tthinkourbusinessisanyof

yours.”

LoganquestionedLeviinanunfriendlytone.



“Yeah!Fromthemomentyouleftthegatesofourmanor,youhavenorighttosetfootinthisplaceever

again!Getoutofoursightnow!”

EveryoneintheBlackfamilywasspittingthreatsatLevi.

AfewoftheBlacks’securitypersonnelstoodinthepathofLevitoblockhimfromapproaching.

Theywerejustwaitingfortheirmaster’sordertothrowhimout.

“What’supwithyounow?Areyouregrettingyouractions?Oh,Iknow!Youdon’twantadivorce!”

Logansnickeredinmockery.

“Logan,whyareyoustillwastingyourtimetalkingtohim?Let’sthrowhimoutnow!”

TheyoungeronesinthefamilywereabouttochaseLevioutwhenMeredithbellowed,“Holdyour

horses,people!”

ShestrodeforwardandaskedLevi,“Yousaidyoucanhelpuswithourproblem?”



“That’sright!”Levirespondedwithmuchconfidence.

“Doyouevenknowwhatproblemwearefacing?”

MeredithwantedtotestLevi’sknowledgeoftheirsituation.

Levigrinnedperfunctorily.“Whatproblemareyoufacing?Pfft!Doesn’tyourproblemonlyconcernZoey?

Anyway,IknowyouguysaretryingtogetyourhandsontheproductionsystemleftbehindbyTriple

Group.”

“Huh?”

Everyonewasagainshocked,astheyhadnoideathatLeviwouldknow.

“Areyousureyoucansolveit?”

Meredithfollowedonwithanotherquestion.



“OfcourseIcan!”

“Hehehe!”

Loganbrokeupintoascornfulfitoflaughter.“Levi,doyoureallytakeusforfools?Perhapsyoudon’t

knowaboutit,butthenewshasitthatTripleGroupisnowtakenoverbyapowerfulmogul!”

Levinodded.“Yeah,you’reright.Infact,you’relookingatthatmogulnow.”

“Pfft!”

“Hahahaha!”

Inaninstant,everyoneintheBlackfamilywaslaughinguncontrollably.

TheystaredatLeviasifhewerethedumbestpersontohaveeverlivedonthisplanet.



“Levi,youareactuallynuts!”

“Doyouthinkwewillbuyyournonsense?”

However,Levihadnotimeforthem.

HewentstraighttoZoeyandtoldher,“There’snothingtoworryaboutnow.I’vealreadysettled

everythingforyou.”

Zoeysmiledbeautifullyinresponse.

ShestillhadtotalfaithinLevi.

“Alright,thenIwillseeyoufirstthingtomorrowmorning.Bythen,everythingshouldbesettled.”

HavingsaidwhatheneededtosaytoZoey,Leviturnedtoleave.

“Wait!Didwesayyoucango?”



LoganandafewoftheyoungeronesintheBlackfamilyhaltedLeviinhissteps.

“Doyouthinkyoucancomeandgoasyouplease?IstheBlackfamilyapublicparktoyou?”

Jenniescoffed,“Ohright,didn’tyousayyoucanhelpuswithourproblem?Showuswhatyou’vedone.

Youthinkyoucanfoolus?”

“Thisguy’sreallygotissueswithhispersonality.Hetooktenmillion,butliedandsaidhethrewitinto

thetrashcan!”

“Yeah!Ihatethiskindofpersonthemost!”

EveryoneintheBlackfamilywasexpressingtheirdislikeforLevi.

“Ithrewthechequeintothetrashcanbythegate!I’mnotgoingtorepeatmyself!”

Levihadadourexpressiononhisface.



“You’relying!Welookedthroughnotone,butallthetrashcansnearthegate.Still,wecouldn’tfindthe

cheque!”

“Yeah,let’sseehowmuchlongerareyougoingtolietous!”

“Huh?”

Leviwasbemused.

Didsomeonepickitup?

Nevermind.I’llhavesomeonetrackdowntheflowofthemoneyfromthechequelater.

“Let’sgethimoutofhere!Idon’twanttolethimruinmyday.”

MeredithglaredatLeviwithabhorrence.



Again,LeviwaskickedoutoftheBlackfamily’smanor.

“Let’sseeifourproblemwillmagicallybesolvedbytomorrowmorning,”Meredithscoffed.

“Haha!Meredith,youdon’thavetoexpectanythingoutofthatbrat!Hemustbelyingagain!”Logan

guffawedinademeaningtone.

Thenextmorning,theBlackfamilywasrousedawakebyacommotioninfrontoftheirhouse.

Someonewasshoutinginthefrontyard.“Oh,no!BrockGreenishere!Wait,aren’tthosepeoplefrom

theCaymanfamilyandtheOliverfamily?Ohcrap!Areweintrouble?”
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ThecommotioninthefrontyardawakenedeveryoneintheBlackfamily’shousehold.

Theygatheredinthelivingroom.

“What’sgoingon?”



“IthinkthosepeoplearehereforthemattersregardingTripleGroup.”

EveryoneintheBlackfamilywasshocked.“What?”

WasLeviactuallynotlyingwhenhesaidhewillsolvetheproblemswearefacing?

Areourproblemsactuallysolved?

Verysoon,Brockandtherestshowedup.

MeredithandRobertwereabouttogreetBrockandtheotherswhentheywalkedpastwithouteven

glancingatthem.

ItwasasifMeredithandRobertweretransparenttothem.

“MayIknowwhichoneofyouisZoeyLopez?”



BrockstoodinfrontoftheBlacksandsizedupthelotofthem.

“It’sme!”Zoeyansweredinahurry.

Shehadahunchaboutwhatwasgoingtohappen.

“Ms.Lopez,it’sapleasuretomakeyouracquaintance.Fromnowonward,boththeresearchcenter

ownedbyTripleGroupanditsteamofresearchersbelongtoyou.Pleaselookthroughthiscontracton

thetransferofownership.”

Brockwasstraighttothepoint.HethenhandedthesaidcontracttoZoey.

Robertalmostpassedoutwhenhesawwhatwasrollingoutaheadofhim.

BrockGreenactuallybroughtthecontracttoushimself?

CoulditbethatthemogulBrockhasmentionedhassomethingtodowithZoey?



“Hi,Ms.Lopez!HereisthecontractfortheoriginalproductionfactoriesofTripleGroup!Everythingin

theproductionfactories,includingthematerialsbelongstoyounow.”

“Nicetomeetyou,Ms.Lopez!ThisistheleasefortheofficebuildingsonceownedbyTripleGroup!

Theyareallyoursnow!”

Onebyone,theheadhonchosfromtheprominentfamiliesintheSouthCitypassedZoeythecontracts

tothepropertiesofTripleGrouptheyheldonto.

Rightnow,ZoeyhadthecompletesetoftheproductionsystemthatkeptTripleGrouprunning.

WhatonEarthjusthappened?

Thisisnotadream,right?

Ourproblemissolved!

“Ohmy,soourproblemisactuallysolved?”



CaitlynandAaronexchangedajoyfulglancewitheachother.

Meredithwassooverjoyedthatshewastearingup.

Robertwasalsooncloudnine.

Thebearerofthe50-billionmission,Zoey,couldnotcontainherelation.

NowthatZoeywassuccessfulincompletinghertask,thefutureoftheBlackfamilywasfilledwithhope

andlight.

TheBlackfamilywouldsurelyprosperintheverynearfuture.

“Wedidit!TheBlackfamilyisgoingtojointheranksofthenoblefamiliesinSouthCitysoon!”

LoganZachsandJennieBlackwereleapinginexcitement.

TheentireBlackfamilywasinahurrah.



“ThishasnothingtodowithLevi,right?”OneoftheBlacksasked.

EveryoneintheBlackfamilywastakenabackbythequestion.

IfLeviisthepersonbehindallofthis,thenhowarewegoingtofacehimeveragain?

Willhemakeuspayforourmistakesforrejectinghim?

EveryonefearedtheconsequencesforthrowingLevioutofthehousenowthathehadofferedsomuch

totheBlackfamily.

Zoeyaskedpolitely,“Mr.Green,couldyoutelluswho’smadeallofthishappen?

AlloftheBlackswantedtoknowtheanswertoZoey’squestion.

TheywerestaringatBrockwithsomuchcuriosityintheireyes.



“Hahaha,I’mafraidyouhavetofindouttheansweryourself,Ms.Lopez!Youcanstartwiththeoffice

buildingsofTripleGroup,”Brockansweredamusedly.

“Alright!Thankyousomuch!”

Rightafterward,Zoeytookoff.

AlmosteveryonefromtheBlackfamilywentwithher.

Theywantedtoknowwhichsainthadsavedthemfromtheirtroubles.

WhenthelotofthemarrivedatthebuildingthatusedtobetheheadquartersofTripleGroup,they

wereastounded.

The50-storytowerloomingaheadoftheminsuchamagnificentsplendor.

TheBlackfamilywasreducedtonothinginfrontofwhatrepresentedthewealthofTripleGroup.



However,fromthatdayon,thetowerbelongedtoZoey.

Inotherwords,thetowerwasinthepossessionoftheBlackfamily.

Thecrowdwassuperexcited.

BythetimetheBlackssaunteredtotheentrance,therewasalreadysomeonewaitingfortheirarrival.

“Ms.Lopez,thisway,please!”

ThepersonatthedoorwasgivenspecificinstructionstowelcomeZoeyonherfirstdaythere.

HetookZoeyandtheresttotheCEO’soffice.

“Ms.Lopez,he’swaitinginsideforyou!Allofyoucanenterthisroomwheneveryoulike.”



Allofasudden,theBlackswereontenterhooks.

Who’sthepersoninside?

Itcan’tbeLevi,right?

Whatifit’sactuallyLevi?

WejustforcedhimtodivorceZoey!

Ifhe’sactuallyaspowerfulaseverythingsofarhassuggested,wearesoscrewed!

MeredithandRobertwerebothcoveredinacoldsweat.

Thetwoofthemawkwardlywipedthesweatofftheirforeheads.

AnanxiousLoganwashidingbehindeveryoneelse.



ZoeyhadafeelingthatLeviwaswaitingfortheminsidetheroom.

Afterall,hesaidtoherthedaybeforethattheywouldmeetthenextmorning.

Asthedoorwasopened,everyonefrozeintheirplaces.
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Astrangerwasintheoffice,anditwasnotLevi.

“Nicetomeetyou,Ms.Lopez,I’mNeilRhodes.”

ItturnedoutthatthismanwasKirin.

“Oh,nicetomeetyoutoo,Mr.Rhodes!”

Zoeywaspleasantlysurprised.



NeilwasonlyastepawayfromthemostmysteriousfigureintheMorrisGroup.

EvenIriscouldbarelyseehim.

Yet,heactuallycameherepersonally!

TheBlackfamilyhadalsoheardofNeil.

TheywereshockedasNeilbeinghereshowedhowmuchhevaluedZoey.

Atthesametime,theybreathedasighofreliefaswell.

Luckily,it’snotLevi!

Theywerescaredoutoftheirwitsearlier.



“Ms.Lopez,you’llpioneerourentryintotheelectronicsmarket!Thebossbelievesinyouandhas

specificallysentateamtoassistyou!”announcedKirin.

“That’sgreat!”Zoeyrepliedwithasmile.

HavingMorrisGroupasherbackingfilledherwithmoreconfidence.

“Well,theteamwillmeetwithyoulater!I’mtakingmyleave!”

Soon,Neilleft.

“Hahaha.Iwaswonderingwhoisthispersonwhowecan’tmesswith?Itturnsoutit’sthebossof

MorrisGroup!”

“Youhavetoworkhard,Zoey.Wefullysupportyou!Lookingatitnow,we’veunderestimatedyour

potential.”

“Inthefuture,you’lldefinitelybethemostpowerfulpersoninErudia!”



TheBlackfamilywasthrilled.

Merediththumpedherchestandsaid,“Fortunately,IaskedyoutodivorceLevi!Consideringyourfuture

achievements,hewillbeadragifhe’swithyou!It’llbetroublesomeovertime!”

“Grandma,you’resoclever!”

“Mom,you’resoclever!”

EveryoneintheBlackfamilycouldnothelpbutpraiseMeredithforherjudgment.

Meanwhile,AaronandCaitlynexclaimedinexcitement,“Gettingadivorceistherightchoice!”

“Levidoesn’tdeservetobeZoey’shusband!Bytheway,didn’theclaimthathe’stheonethatsolves

thismatter?Where’shenow?”

LogansuddenlythoughtofLevi.



“Yeah,he’snothingbutaliar!Howcanhebesoshamelessthatheactuallyclaimedtosolvethis

matter?”

Beforelong,theteamsentbyMorrisGrouparrived.

EveryonewassurprisedtoseeLeviontheteam.

TheBlackfamilywasstruckdumbwhentheyfoundoutthatLeviwasalsoamemberoftheteam.

TheyrealizedwhyLeviwenttotheirhouselastnightandlefttheminsuspense.

Thematter’sreallysolved,butdoesithaveanythingtodowithyou?

It’ssolvedbytheownerofMorrisGroup!

AnotherproblemalsoplaguedtheBlackfamily.

Wouldn’tthisgiveLeviachancetobeincontactwithZoey?



“Weobjecttothis!LevicannevercomeintocontactwithZoey!”Meredithprotested.

“Sorry,Ma’am,youdon’thavetherighttodoso!LeviGarrisonisappointedbythecompany!EvenMs.

Lopezhasnorighttoreject!”

“Umm…”

Meredithwasstunned.

ShedarednottogoagainstMorrisGroup.

“Well,I’dliketoknowwhatLevi’sjobis,”sheasked.

“He’sinchargeofourlogisticalsupportandoursafety!”

Logangaveacoldsnort.“Sohe’sasecurityguard?”



“Prettymuch,yeah.”

“Hahaha…”

Everyoneburstoutlaughing.

TheyinitiallythoughtthatLevihadanimportantpositionintheteam.

Unexpectedly,hispositionwassimilartothatofasecurityguardandchef.

ThiskindoftrashwouldneverbegoodenoughforZoey.

Nomatterhowhardheworked,hewasonlyalow-rankingemployeeofMorrisGroup,whereasZoey

wouldbeatthetopinthewholeofErudiainthefuture.

Theywerefromtwoworldssodifferentthattherecouldbenocomparisonbetweenthem!



Fortunately,LeviandZoeyhaddivorced!

MeredithwarnedLevi,“Listen,don’tevergetclosetoZoey!Itwon’tendwellforyouifIfindout!”

EveryoneintheBlackfamilythreatenedLeviandalsotoldZoeynottointeractwithhim.
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WiththehelpofMorrisGroup,OrientalStarGroupsuccessfullysettledinSouthCity.

Injustafewdays,thepreparationworksweredone,andtheprojectkickedoff.

Withthestrongsupportoffundsandtalents,theprototypeoftheirelectronicproductshadtakenshape.

TheBlackswerealsobaskinginthereflectedglory.

Feelingproud,Meredithandtheotherswereinagoodmoodeveryday.

TheyoungergenerationoftheBlackfamily,likeRussellandZoey,wassosuccessful.



“I’lllookforagoodhusbandforZoey.Youguyscanaskaroundtoo.Hemustbeaperfectand

outstandingman,otherwise,he’sunworthyofher!”Meredithannouncedwithasmile.

ShewasalsotreatingAaronandCaitlynbetter.

Thismadethetwoofthemveryexcited.

EverythinghadindeedbecomebetterafterZoeyleftLevi.

Theywereonceagaingladthattheyhaddivorced.

PeopleinotherplacesnoticedastrangephenomenoninSouthCity.

Therewasactuallynopowerfulfigureandfamilyinthecitythatsoughttoassertcontroloverthemany

territoriesleftbyTripleGroupandScott’sfaction.

OrientalStarGroupwasleftgnawingatthehugepieceofthepie.



ManyexternalforcesandfamiliesinotherprovincesbegantolookintothebackgroundofOrientalStar

Group.

Theyutilizedalltheirresources,onlytofindoutthatOrientalStarGroupdidnothaveanyimpressive

connectionexceptforMorrisGroup,withwhichtheywerecooperating.

MorrisGroupwaswell-knownbynow.

“IknowMorrisGroupisverypowerful,butitcan’tbesooverbearingthatitwantstolordover

everyone.”

“That’sright.Isn’titgoodforeveryonetogetashareofthehugepie?”

“Humph,Idon’tbelievethatIcan’tgetmyhandonit.”

Itturnedoutthattheexternalforceswereallwatchingfromthesidelinesduringtheprevioustusslein

SouthCity.



Nowthatpeacehaddescended,everyonewaseagertoact.

TheDaviesfamilyinSouthCity.

Eversincetheincidentthatnight,Derekhadbeenstayingathomeanddidnotgooutforalongtime.

ThegateoftheDavies’residencesuddenlyblastedopen.

Adozenpeopleinblackrushedinside,takingeveryoneintheDaviesfamilybysurprise.

“Whoareyou?”questionedLeslie,Derek’sfather,coldly.

Therewasnoresponsefromthem.

ARolls-RoycePhantomdroveintothefrontyardandpulledup.

Ayoungmangotoffthecar.



Dressedinabluesuit,hewasholdingaprayergarland,andhadapairofsunglassesoverhiseyes.

Standingnexttohimweretwomen,oneinblackandtheotherinwhite.

Bothofthemwerewearingagruesomemask,exudingapresencethatwasascoldasice.

Thoseneartothemcouldevenfeelthechillbrushingagainsttheirfaces.

“Whoareyou?”abodyguardoftheDaviesfamilyasked.

Themaskedmaninwhiteshothimacoldlook.

Whathappenednextwashorrific.

Theseveredheadofthebodyguardsuddenlyfelltotheground,andbloodspurtedoutfromthebig

wound.



Silenceensued.

EveryoneintheDaviesfamilywaspetrified.

AllcolorwasdrainedfromthefacesofDerekandLeslie.

Oneafteranother,theyfelltotheirkneesinfright.

Whoishe?

Howcanhekillotherswithjustoneglare?

Howterrifying!

Theblue-suitedmaninthemiddlesteppedforwardandpattedLeslieontheface.“Don’tbeafraid!

You’reallofvaluetome,soIwon’tkillanyofyou!”



“T-Tellmewhatyouneed.Iwon’tl-letyoudown!”Leslie,whohadlongdrenchedinhiscoldsweat,

repliedtremblingly.

“Verywell.I’mhereforaverysimplepurpose—IwanttobethebossofSouthCity!”

Themaninbluesoundedextremelydomineering.
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“BossofSouthCity?”

TheeyesofLeslieandDerekwerepoppingoutoftheirheadswithastonishment.

Doesheknowwhathe’stalkingabout?

Neverhasanyonebeensopompous!

NoteventhequasiroyalsofSouthHampton,theCaesarfamily.

HowbigofanappetitemusthehavetotakeoverSouthCity?



Butthisgroupofpeoplewasfarmoreviciousthananyonetheyhadevermet.

Itwasterrifyingtoseethatoneglarecoulddecapitatesomeone.

Butofcourse,oneglarecouldnotliterallykillsomeone.

Itwasmainlybecausethatmanattackedsofastthatthehumaneyecouldnotcatchthemovement,

resultinginsuchanillusion.

Hewasdefinitelythebestofthebest,whomevenScottandTyphoonwerenomatchfor.

Themaninbluetookoffhissunglasses,revealinganevilface.

Hesaidwithasmile,“Whyareyouallonyourknees?Getup.”

Afterthemantalked,onlythendidLeslieandhisfamilyfeelrelieved.



Buttheirkneeswerestillweak,sotheycouldnotstandupatall.

Themaninbluepulledachairoverandsatdown.WithhiseyesontheDaviesfamily,heasked,“Whois

thebossinSouthCitynow?”

“TheGrandmastercontrolstheunderworld,butthestrongestmaninSouthCityisactuallyBrockGreen,

theStoneBuddha.Heownsthelargestandmostundergroundboxingarenas,withhundredsoftop

fightersaroundhim.Noonedarestocrosshim!IheardthatheevenkeepstheCaesarfamilyfromSouth

Hamptonincheck!”Lesliegasped.

“Great.I’llvisittheGrandmasterandStoneBuddhatonightthen!”

Anevilsmileappearedonthefaceofthemaninblue.

“Huh?Areyousureyouwanttogoandmeetthem,Sir?”Leslieaskedinsurprise.

“Can’tI?”Themaninbluesmiled.

ThetwomaskedmenbehindhimshotLeslieawarningglance.



Heimmediatelyloweredhisheadinfright.

Theirglarewillkillme!

Themaskedmaninblacksuddenlyplacedhishandonthestonetable.

Therewasarumblingsound.

Thestonetablecrackedfromthetoptothebottom,andwasblowntosmithereens,fillingtheairwith

dust.

TheDaviesfamilywasstruckdumb.

Themaskedmaninwhitekilledwithasingleglareearlier,andnow,theoneinblackshatteredastone

table.

Aretheyevenhuman?



Howhorrifying!

Leslie,whowasabouttostandup,fellbacktohisknees,whereasDerekwethimself.

Lifewasfragileinthefaceofthesetwoexperts.

Onewouldbekilledinaninstantiftheywereoffendedintheslightest.

LeslieandDereknolongerquestionedtheircapabilityanymore.

Theywerenotpompousorreckless!

Theyweretotallycapable!

Delighted,themaninblueaskedwithasmile,“Doyouhavedoubtsaboutmyidentity?”



“No,wewouldn’tdareto!”repliedLesliewithhisheaddown.

Nomatterwhothemanwas,theDaviesfamilycouldnotmesswithhim!

“Well,letmetellyouwhoIam!MynameisJackyLawson!”

“Huh?”

Leslieandtheothershadalookofincomprehensionontheirfaces.

We’veneverheardofthisname.

JackyleanedinandwhisperedinLeslie’sear,“Icomefrom…”

AfterlisteningtowhatJackyhadwhisperedintohisear,thelookonLeslie’sfacechangeddrastically.



Hisfacewasinstantlydrainedofallcolor,lookingwhiteasasheet.

Intensehorrorcouldbeseenfromhiseyes.

Itwasahorrorthatcamefromthedepthofhisheart.

“Oh,you’reJacky.Mywarmestwelcome!Iapologizeforthedelay.”

AfterJackyrevealedhisidentity,Lesliekneltandtouchedthegroundwithhisforeheadsohardthatit

startedtobleed.
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TheDaviesfamilyandtheotherfamilymembersweredumbfounded.

WhatkindofidentitydoesheholdthatcanmakeLesliesoafraid?

Whatexactlyishisbackground?

TheDavieswerealltremblingwithfear.



Lesliewasn’tasafraidevenwhenthetwomaskedmenpulledtheearliergodliketricks,buthegotso

scaredaftertheman’sidentityisrevealed.

Whyisthat?

Jackymustbesomeoneverypowerful!

Atthismoment,LesliehadnomoredoubtaboutJacky’sdesiretotakeoverSouthCity.

HedidnotthinktherewasanysortofexaggerationasJackycouldtotallyachieveitinhiscapacity!

Jackysmiledandsaid,“AslongasyouobeymeanddowhatIask,IpromisethattheDaviesfamilywill

prosper.Inthefuture,youcanreplacewhoeveryouwantinSouthCity!”

“Thankyou,Jacky!TheDaviesfamilywilldoanythingyouaskofcomehellorhighwater!”

Lesliewasoverjoyed.



Despitetheearlierfright,theDaviesfamilycouldseeacompletechangeinitsfateandprosperby

followingJacky.

LeslieimmediatelypattedDerekontheshoulder,andsaid,“Makeadinnerreservationfortonightatthe

bestrestaurantinSouthCitytowelcomeJacky!”

“Okay!Ipromiseitwon’tbealet-down!”

Dereksprangintoactionrightaway.

Meanwhile,JackyreadilyacceptedtheirarrangementandstayedattheDaviesfamily’sresidence.

Afterward,LesliewenttoJacky’sbedroomwithafewbeautifulwomen.

“Youmaygoin,butthesewomenneedtogetlost!”thetwomaskedmensaidcoldlyatthedoorofthe

bedroom.

Shocked,Lesliesimperedandsaid,“You’vemisunderstood.I’vegotthemhereforJacky!”



“Masterisn’tapromiscuousman.Heparticularlydislikesthistypeofordinarywoman!”repliedthe

maskedmaninwhiteindifferently.

“That’sright.Ifyouwanttopledgeyourallegiance,itmustatleastbethemostbeautifulwomanin

SouthCity,sothatitmayinteresthim!”theothermanechoed.

“Oh,Isee.”

Lesliewasfloored.

Everysinglemanfromtheprominentfamiliesandmajorforceshemetwaslecherous.

SoitwasthefirsttimehemetonesochasteandvirtuouslikeJacky!

Thosewhohadsuchastrongabilitytoresistatemptationweretheoneswhoreallydidgreatthings.

Onsecondthought,hecamefromthatparticularforce,soofcourse,hecouldresisttemptations.



TrainingfromanearlyageallowedJackytoturnitintoahabit.

Therefore,hewouldneverwastehistimeonalcoholandwomen!

Afterashortwhile,DerekreturnedandwenttoLeslie.

“Dad,whoexactlyisJacky?”

Hewasnottheonlycuriousone,astheothermembersoftheDaviesfamilywerecuriousaswellafter

havingseenhowfrightenedLesliewasfollowingtherevelationofJacky’sidentity.

Leslietookadeepbreathandsaid,“Listenup,then…”

“What?”

Uponhearingit,everyone’seyeswerepoppingoutoftheirheads.



Derekevenfelltothegroundwithfear.

“Letmewarnallofyou,wemustensurethatnothinggoeswrongwhilehelpingJackyout,lestwe’llbe

doomed!”

“Understood!”

EveryoneintheDaviesfamilynoddedtheirheadsinunison.

Intheevening,theDavieshostawelcomedinnerforJackyatthemostluxuriousrestaurantinSouthCity.

Afterthedinner,Jackyannouncedwithagrin,“Let’sgofindStoneBuddha!”

BothLeslieandDerekfrozeforamoment.

IshegoingtotakeitoutonStoneBuddhasosoon?



Thisiswaytoofast,isn’tit?

“Let’sgo.Areyouafraid?”

Jacky’slipscurledintoasmile.

“No,Jacky.Thisway,please!”

Lesliebitthebulletandshowedhimtheway.

Soon,theycametoJaggedClub.

“Tonight’sthetimetochangetheownerhere!”declaredJackyashelookedattheplaqueofJaggedClub

andlaughedarrogantly.
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AssoonasJackyfinishedspeaking,abodyguardbehindhimsuddenlyrushedforward.

HehalvedtheplaqueofJaggedClubwithasinglekick!



ThesightsentfearcoursingthroughtheDavies.

Howimpudent!

NooneinSouthCityhadeverdaredtochallengeBrocklikethis!

JackywasseeminglysettocreatehavocinSouthCity!

However,assomeoneinhiscapacity,heabsolutelyhadtherighttodoso!

TheloudnoisefromdamagingtheplaqueofJaggedClubattractedalotofattention.

HundredsofpeoplerushedoutoftheundergroundboxingarenaandsurroundedJackyandhisparty.

Themanleadingthegroupaskedcoldly,“Didyoudamagetheplaque?”



“Yes,Idid!”Jackygrinned.

“Insolentfool!Howdareyou!Doyouknowwhatthisplaceis?”

Thegrouplashedoutatthem.

Theydidnotunderstandwhysomeoneactuallyhadthenervetocauseascenehere.

Withtheprayerbeadsinhishand,Jackyrepliedwithasmile,“Yes,Ido!Ijustwantedtogivethisplacea

newowner!”

“What?”

Hiswordsbaffledeveryone.

Givethisplaceanewowner?



Doesn’tthatmeanhewantstodriveBrockaway?

Whodoeshethinkheis?

Howdareheeventhinkofdoingso!

“Guys,takedownthisgroupofshamelessbrats!”

Underthecommandoftheleader,hundredsofpeoplerushedover.

DerekandLeslieweresoscaredthattheyhidbehindJacky’sparty.

ConsideringthatJackyhadonlybroughttwelvemenover,theycouldnothelpbutwonderifheandhis

mencouldhandlethegroupofhundreds.

NottomentionthatBrockalsohadhundredsoftopfighters.

Seeinghundredsofpeoplechargingathim,Jackyremainedcalmwithoutevenbattinganeyelash.



Otherthanthetwomaskedexpertsbehindhim,theothertenbodyguardssteppedforwardtofight.

WhathappenednextleftLeslieandtheothersinshock.

Thesetenmenareactuallysostrongthattheyareonthewinningside,eventhoughtherearehundreds

ofopponents.

Verysoon,thehundredsofpeopleweredefeatedandhidintheundergroundboxingarena.

“Let’sgoin!”

Jackyledeveryoneintotheundergroundboxingarena.

Atthismoment,therewasaboxingmatchgoingonwithalargeaudience.

Buteveryone’sattentionwasattractedbytheruckusinthearena.



Thesecurityguardsoftheundergroundboxingarenawereseenflyingthroughtheairfromoutside.

Thenagroupofpeopleemerged.

Everyonelookedover.

“Whathappened?”

“Ohno,someone’sheretocauseascene!InformStoneBuddhanow!”

Beforelong,StoneBuddhawasmadeawareofthesituationandwenttothearenawithallhisexperts.

“Howdareyoucometomaketroubleatmyplace,LeslieDavies!”shoutedBrockcoldlyafterhe

recognizedLeslieataglance.

“I…”



Terrified,Lesliewasstumped.

HecouldnothaveaconversationwithBrock.

Meanwhile,Jackyspoke,“Imadehimcomehere!Lookoverhere!”

“Huh?”

Brockwasstunned.

EveryonestartedtoscrutinizeJacky.

Noonehadexpectedthathewasthehead.

Besides,hedidnotlooklikehewasfromSouthCityashedidnotlookfamiliar.

“StoneBuddha,they’vedamagedtheplaqueandclaimedthattheywanttogivethisplaceanew

owner!”asubordinateimmediatelytoldBrockwhathappened.



BrocktookalookatJacky.

“That’sright,Ididit.You’reBrockGreen,right?You’veoccupiedthisplaceforalongtime.It’stimefor

thisplacetogetanewowner!”hesaidcalmly,buthiswordsweredomineering.

TherewerereallynoyoungpeopleinSouthCitywhohadthenervetoprovokeBrock.

Hewastakenaback.

ThisisthefirsttimeImeetsuchanarrogantyoungman.

OtherthantheGodofWar,ofcourse.

He’saGod,andnotaman!

Brockasked,feelingcurious,“Forgiveme,butmayIknowwhoyouare?”
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Jackysuddenlystoppedturningtheprayerbeadsashesneered,“You’renotworthyofknowingit!”

Sucharrogance!

He’spurearrogance!

Brockchuckled.“Youngman,don’tbetooarrogant.Morethantenyoungpeoplehavediedbymyhands

overtheyears!”

Jacky’seyessuddenlyturnedbrightwithagleamofmenace.“Youhavetwooptionsnow,BrockGreen.

Thefirstonebeingyoukneelbeforemeandcallme‘Master’;thesecond,yourdeath!”

Everyonegaspedafterlisteningtohiswords.

Isn’theafraidofdeathbychallengingBrocklikethis?

Brocklaughed.



Amannexttohimimmediatelyshoutedinanger,“Whodoyouthinkyouare?Howdareyoubeso

arrogantinfrontofMaster?”

Rightafterhefinishedspeaking,themaskedmasterinwhitenexttoJackysuddenlyglaredathim.

Inaninstant,heturnedintoablurofmotionandappearedinfrontofthatman,raisingandswinginghis

knife.

Bythetimeheputawayhisknife,hehadalreadyreturnedtoJacky’sside.

Hismovementwastoofasttobecapturedbythenakedeye.

Everyonethoughthehadbeenstandingatthesamespotandnevermovedatallwhilemerelyglaringat

theman.

Aseveredheadfelltotheground,whilebloodspewedallovertheplace,splatteringthefacesof

everyonearoundtheman.

Suchagruesomesightscaredthemoutoftheirwits.



Howcanhekillsomeonewithjustonelook?

Havingseenitforthesecondtime,LeslieandDerekwerestillthunderstruck.

TheexpressiononBrockturnedsolemnashesaid,“Whatlightningspeedhehas!”

Hewasoneofthefewpeopleatthescenetohavereallyseenwhathappened.

“Kneelordeath?”promptedJacky.

“Humph!Overourdeadbodies!”

TheBeastofDeathandtheWolfKingshowedupatthatmoment.

AlthoughHadeshadbecomeLevi’ssubordinate,Brockwasstillthestrongesthavingthesetwoexperts

byhisside.



“Killthem!”

AssoonasJackygavetheorder,thetwomaskedexpertsrushedover.

WolfKingandtheBeastofDeathalsomadetheirmoves.

ThemaskedexpertinwhitewasmuchfasterthantheWolfKing.

Aftertheypassedeachotheronthepath,therewasaslitonthelatter’sneck.

TheWolfKingcollapsedtothegroundanddied.

Meanwhile,themaskedexpertinblackwasgoinghead-to-headwiththeBeastofDeath.

HegotpunchedinthechestwhilehelandedapunchontheBeastofDeath.



Hewasfine,butthelatterwasnotashischestsuddenlyexploded.

Brock’stwostrongestexpertsdiedinaninstant.

ThetwoexpertswhohadneversufferedanylossintheEasternDeathmatcheswereasfragileasglass.

Atthismoment,everyonewasstruckdumb,includingthehundredsofexpertsbehindBrock.

Sincethetwoofthemcan’tdefeatthem,it’sevenmoreimpossibleforustodefeatthem!

Brockwasshockedtothecore.

Ican’taffordtocrossthisman!

“MayIknowwhydoyoucometoSouthCity?”Brockaskedcalmly.

AdevilishsmileappearedonJacky’sface.“IwanttobethebossofSouthCity!Iheardthatyou’rethe

strongesthere,soIcametoyoufirst!”



Brock’sbreathingturnedheavy.

Althoughthismanisarrogant,hehastheabilitytodoso!

“IadmitthatI’mnomatchforyou!Butit’simpossiblethatI’llallowyoutoswallowtheentireSouthCity

up!”

“Oh?”

Jackywasintrigued.

“BecauseSouthCityisn’taplacewhereyoucansimplycausetroubles!Iadviseyoutoleaveassoonas

possible,oryouwilldie!”urgedBrock.

“Hahaha…”

Jackyburstintolaughter.



Hismenfollowedsuit.

“WhatIsaidistrue!There’saverypowerfulmanhereinSouthCity.Regardlessofwhoyouare,you’re

nomatchforhim!”
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BrockknewaboutLevi.

NomatterwhatpowerfulbackgroundJackyhad,hewouldbedoomedaftercrossingLevi!

Moreover,JackywastargetingtheterritoryinSouthCity,whichwasabehaviorthattheGodofWar

hatedmost.

Theywoulddefinitelymeet,andJackywoulddie!

“Alright.Who’sthatman?Tellme,sothatIcangotohim!”Jackyaskedwithasmile.

HebelievednooneinSouthCitycouldstophim.



“It’sbetteryounotknow!Takemyadvice,leaveSouthCitynow!”Brockurgedagain.

“Killhim!”

Asamanofaction,Jackygavetheordertohisman,andthemaskedexpertinwhiteinstantlyturned

intoablurofmotion.

Withaflashoftheblade,Brockslowlyslumpedtotheground.

Beforehedied,hepointedatJackyanduttered,“Soyou’re…”

Brock’sbodyfellstifflyontheground.

Apparently,herecognizedwhoJackywasthemomentbeforehedied.

Theentireundergroundboxingarenawasinchaos.



“Calmdown,everyone!Fromnowon,I’lltakeoverhere!Thosewhojoinmewon’tbemistreated!”

Jackyshouted.

“Atyourservice,Sir!”hundredsofpeopleshoutedatthetopoftheirlungsastheygotdownontheir

knees.

AftertakingoverJaggedClub,JackylookedatLeslieandasked,“Who’sthatmanBrockGreensaid?”

“Idon’tknow.I’veneverheardofsuchapersoninSouthCity!Ithinkhemadeituptoscareyouaway!”

repliedLeslie.

OneofJacky’smenalsosaid,“We’vecheckedbeforecoming,Sir.There’snosuchaperson!”

“Alright,then.Let’sgotoournextstop—theGrandmaster!”

Jacky’seyeswereglintingwithcoldmalice.

ItwasdefinitelyanightwhereSouthCitywaslefttotwistinthewind!



AforcethatsuddenlyappearedfirstkilledtheStoneBuddhaandthenbeheadedtheGrandmasterina

whirlwind!

Morethanadozenforceswereinstantlydestroyedinarow!

Twenty-sevenundergroundboxingarenasandhundredsofterritorieswerealltakenoverbyJacky.

WhathappenedthistimewasfarmoredamagingthanthefallofScott’sfactionandTripleGroup.

Atleast,thetwopreviouseventsdidnotaffectanyoneelse.

Thistime,notonlyweremanyaffected,butJackyandhispartywerealsoextremelycruel!

Anyonewhodidnotsubmitwouldbekilledmercilessly!

Withinashortperiodoftime,everyonewasconsumedbypanicandfear.



Allthepowerfulfamiliesgrewanxiousastheywereworriedthattroubleswouldcometothem,and

theymightbethenextonetodie.

Thefactthatboththebigshots,BrockandtheGrandmaster,werekilledshowedjusthowterrifyingly

strongJackywas.

Mostimportantly,theydidnotknowtherealidentityofthisforceastheycouldnotfindoutanything

aboutthem!

LeslieandDerekweremoreinshockthananyoneelsebecausetheyfollowedJackytheentiretimehe

quelledmorethanadozenforces.

TheyevenwitnessedhowJackykilledBrockandtheGrandmaster.

He’ssostrong!

Unbelievablystrong!

Theygrewpleasantlysurprised.



It’ssuchastrokeofluckthatourfamilyactuallygetsselectedrandomlybyJacky.

JackyaskedtheDaviestotakecareoftheterritorieshehadtakenover,whichwasahugeleapforward

forthemineveryaspect.

Jackywassatisfiedwithhisaccomplishmentstonight,buthewasnotproud,asifhehaddone

somethingcommonplace.

Uponreturn,Jackymadeaphonecall,andrespectfullysaid,“Master,I’vewipedouttheunderworldof

SouthCityaccordingtoyourinstructions!Pleasegivemeyourfurtherinstructions!”

“Verywell.Youhavefreereintodowhateveryouwantnext.JustwaitformetogotoSouthCity

myself!”anoldvoicewasheardsayingfromtheotherendoftheline.
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“Understood,Master!I’lldefinitelynotletyoudown!”

Jackywasthrilled.



Meanwhile,LeslieandDerekloweredtheirheadsasiftheyhaddonesomethingwrong,feelinghorrified

deepdown.

Someoneelse’scoming,andit’sevenJacky’smaster?

ConsideringthatJackyissostronghimself,hismastermustbereallypowerful!

Newsaboutwhathappenedquicklyspreadthenextday.

RusselldeliberatelywenttotheBlackfamilyandremindedthem,“Recently,agroupofmysteriousforce

hascometoSouthCity.EvenBrockGreenandtheGrandmasterhavebeenkilled.Beextracareful,

everyone!”

Whileshocked,theymadeamentalnoteofwhatRussellhadsaid.

Thinkingofsomething,Meredithcouldnothelpbutsay,“IhavetogetZoeyabodyguard!It’sso

dangerousrecently!Imustmakesurenothinghappenstoher!”

Afterashortpause,sheadded,“Moreover,havingabodyguardcanalsokeepLeviawayfromZoey!”



Robertsmiled.“Thatwouldbekillingtwobirdswithonestone!”

Hesitating,Meredithsaid,“Wecan’ttakethismatterlightly.Thebodyguardmustbethebestinall

aspects,andpreferablyawoman.Jennie,Logan,sincethetwoofyouknowalotofpeople,canyoulook

forasuitablecandidate?”

Jennieflashedherasmile.“You’reingoodhands,Grandma.Therejusthappenedtobeagoodfitinour

socialcirclerecently!”

“Oh,really?”

Meredithwastakenaback.

“Recently,Imetawoman,whousedtobeasoldierandhasjustretiredfromthefrontlineoftheWest!

She’snicknamedFemaleHades,andissaidtodefeatahundredopponentsalone!”saidJennie.

“She’stheonethen!Hurryupandgetherhere!”

ItcameasapleasantsurpriseforMeredith.



Jenniehesitatedbeforeshereplied,“Thepricemaybealittletoohigh,Grandma.It’satenmillion

annualsalary,acar,andahouse.Isthatalright?”

MeredithcaredaboutZoeyalot,soshewaswillingtopayanyprice.

“Noproblem!”

Shortlyafter,Jenniebroughtthefemalesoldierover.

Standingataheightof1.8meters,shegaveoffastrongmurderousvibe.

“Nicetomeetyou,Mr.Black,Mrs.Westbrook.MynameisSylasWhitfield!IusedtoserveintheSpecial

ForceofTigerSquadoftheWestWarzone!I’vekilled277opponentsonthebattlefield!Beinga

bodyguardisnotmuchofaproblemforme!”

Withasharplookonherface,Sylasexudedanintimidatingpresence.

TheBlacksinstantlytookafancytoher.



“Alright,Sylas,you’rehired!Wehavetworequirements—first,keepmygranddaughtersafe,andsecond,

don’tletLeviGarrisongetnearher.Here’saphotoofhis!”Meredithsaid.

Sylastookthephotoandglancedatitbeforereplying,“Okay,noproblem.Thisisaneasytask.I’ll

definitelygetthejobdone!”

AlookofconfidenceandrelaxationwasapparentonSylas’face.

Comparedtokillingenemiesonthebattlefield,thiswasalmostlikeshewastakingavacation.

AlthoughZoeydidnotwanttohaveabodyguard,shecouldnotdoanythingasMeredithhadmadethe

arrangement.

TheworstpartwasthatSylashadtobewithherround-the-clock.

Inotherwords,shewouldnothavethechancetomeetLevi.

Asusual,whenLevicametoZoey’sofficeandwasabouttoopenthedoortoenter,henoticedatall



personwhowasafewcentimetersshyofhisheightstandingoutsidethedoor.

Thesurprisingbitwasthatitwasawoman.

“You’renotallowedtoenter!”Sylasstoppedhimwithacoldvoice.

“Whoareyou?”Leviaskedinsurprise.

Hehadneverseenthiswoman.

“I’mMs.Lopez’sbodyguard!”repliedSylas.

Leviwasstunned.

SincewhendidZoeygetabodyguard?

“I’mherhusband!Youmaymoveasidenow!”



ThenLeviproceededtowalkinside.

“No!Ihaveanotherduty,whichistokeepyouawayfromMs.Lopez!”

Sylasstoppedhimrightinhistracks.
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Leviinstantlyunderstoodwhatwasgoingon.

ThiswasabodyguardthattheBlackfamilyhadhiredtokeephimfrominteractingwithZoey.

“Areyousureyoucanstopme?”Hechuckled.

Sylassimplyglaredcoldly.“I’mnotevenscaredoffightingtothedeathonthebattlefield,muchless

someonelikeyou.”

Shehadalreadythoughtof34waystogetLeviundercontrol.



Toher,acommonerlikehimhadnochanceagainsther.

Itwaskindofawasteofhertalenttosendheraftersomeoneasplainasthis.

Leviwastakenabackforasecondbeforegrinningasheasked,“Oh,youservedinthearmybefore?”

“Yes.”Sylasnodded.

“Inwhichwarzone?”

HelookedatSylasalittlemorecloselyandnoticedthesoldier-likeragethatseemedtosurroundherlike

anaura.

Itwasalmostmurderous.

Shehaddefinitelykilledenemiesonthebattlefieldbefore.



Shemustbeapro!

SylaswouldnormallynotpayattentiontosomeonelikeLevi.

However,MeredithhadcommandedforhertokeephimawayfromZoeyatallcosts.

Sylasdecidedtogetridofhimonceandforallsoshecouldworryaboutonelessthing.

“Well,IjustdefeatedtheTigerSquadoftheWestwarzoneaboutamonthago!Inmythreeyearsasa

soldier,I’vekilled277people.”

AsSylasbraggedaboutherbodycount,hereyesglintedmurderously.

ShewantedtoscarethewitsoutofLevi.

Shehadn’texpectedforhimtobecompletelyundeterred.

Leviasked,“Oh,you’reoneofthatlittlepunk,Ezra’s,soldiers?”



WhenSylasheardhimsayChiefWilliamson’sname,shewassurprised.

HeknowsChiefWilliamson?

ChiefWilliamsonwasthecommander-in-chiefoftheWestwarzone!

HewasanidoltomanysoldiersoftheWest,secondonlytotheGodofWar.

Butmostcommonerswouldn’tevenknowofChiefWilliamson’spower.

TheWestwarzonewasonthefrontlines,afterall.

HowcouldsomeoneinSouthCityknowabouthim?

Wait,whatdidhejustcallChiefWilliamson?Littlepunk?



Onceshefinallycametohersenses,Sylaswaspracticallyradiatinganger.

Shewaspissed.

HowcouldhecallChiefWilliamsona‘littlepunk’socasually?

Howrude!

SylasglaredatLeviasifshewantedtowringthelifefromhim.“WhatdidyoujustcallChief

Williamson?”

“Alittlepunk.Why?”Levianswerednonchalantly.

HehadbeentheonetopersonallytrainEzraandsendthelattertotheWestafterall.

Isitwrongformetocallhimalittlepunk?



ToSylas,however,itbecameextremelydisrespectful.

HowdareLeviinsulttheinvinciblewargodofthewest?

Hehadtodie!

“Howdareyoutreathimwithsuchdisrespect!Apologizeimmediately!”Sylasroared.

Levifrowned.“WhatdidIdo?WhyshouldIapologize?”

“YouinsultedChiefWilliamson!Youhavenorighttocallsomeonelikehimalittlepunk!Apologize

now!”Sylaspressedon.

Leviscoffedcoldly.“EvenifEzrawererightinfrontofme,I’dstillcallhimalittlepunk!Infact,he’dbe

perfectlyhappyaboutit,sowhoareyoutostopme?”

LeviwaspracticallyEzra’smasterandrolemodel.



Withjustoneword,EzrawoulddestroyentirevillagesandburndownforestsforLevi.

IfhecalledEzraalittlepunktohisface,thelatterwouldbehappyfortherestoftheweek,probably.

Sylaswasjustgettingangrierandangrier.

“I’vealreadyleftthearmyandnolongerwishtohaveanybloodonmyhands,sodon’tpushme.Are

yougoingtoapologize?”Sylasaskedinalowvoice.

Leviwasalreadydeadinhereyes.

Levijustchuckled.“Ididnothingwrong,sono.Iwon’t.”

Hewasfeelingspeechless.

Ezrawasprettygoodifhecouldcreatesuchanamazingfemalesoldier.

She’dhavebeenevenmoreamazingifshecoulduseherbrainproperly,though.



SincehedaredtocallEzraa‘littlepunk’,shouldn’tshehavefiguredouthisrelationshipwithEzra?
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“Okay.You’vebroughtthisuponyourself,”Sylassaidcoldly.

Shewasn’tgoingtoholdbackanymore.

Despitethesmallspacetheywerein,Sylassuddenlyraisedherslenderrightlegswiftly.

Ataspeedlikelightningandwiththeforceofthunder,sheaimedatLevi’sface.

EverythingSylashadtrainedforinthearmywastokill.

Ifsheacted,thenitwastokill.

Withthisonekick,Leviwouldprobablysufferatleastabrokennose,ifnotacompletelyruinedface.



He’ddefinitelyhavetolieinthehospitalforacouplemonths.

“You’reaskingforit!”Leviroared.

Hewasangrytoo.

Rightasthekickwasabouttoland,Zoey’svoicesuddenlycriedout,“No!”

Zoeyhadopenedthedoor.

Sylas’footstoppedinmidair,barelyacentimeterawayfromthetipofLevi’snose.

Levilookedunruffled.

“Sylas,he’smyhusband!Iforbidyoufromhurtinghim!”



Zoeywastremblinginfear.

SylasputherlegdownandlookedatLevi,herexpressionicy.“I’llforgiveyoujustthisonce.Ifthis

happensagain,Iwon’tholdback.”

Levigrinned.“Zoey!Yousavedher!”

Leviwasreallyabouttofightbackjustnow.

Sadly,Zoeyhadappearedinthenickoftime.

“You…”Sylaswasfurious.

Youweretheoneindangerjustnow!Howdareyousayshesavedme?

Ihateyou!

NowondereveryoneintheBlackfamilyhatedhimandwantedtokeephimawayfromZoey.



“You’renotallowedtomeetMs.Lopezanymore.Ifyoudo,I’llkillyouonsight,”Sylaswarned.

ZoeygesturedforLevitoleave,indicatingthatshe’dtakecareofSylas.

AfterLevileft,Sylasfinallycalmeddown.Shesuddenlythoughtofsomething.

HowdidheknowaboutChiefWilliamson?

WhydidhehavethegutstocallChiefWilliamsona‘littlepunk’?

Hedidn’tseemlikehewasdoingitspitefullyeither.Infact,itseemedlikehewassimplydoingitoutof

habit.

Couldhebesomeoneimportant?

That’simpossible!



WhywouldsomeonewiththepowertocallChiefWilliamsona‘littlepunk’beworkinginaplainold

company?

Asaguard,noless.

Thatwastrulyimpossible!

Hewasprobablyjustsomemilitarynerd.

Itwasn’thardforsomeonelikethattoknowsomuchaboutthemilitary.

“Levi,wasit?Iwon’tforgetyou.Oneday,I’llreallyteachyoualesson!”

Sylaswasasshort-temperedastheycome,andshereallycouldn’tstandLevi.

Ofcourse,Levicouldn’tcarelessaboutsomeonelikeSylas.



Shewasstrong,butshewouldn’thaveexpectedforLevitoplantabodyguardbyZoey’sside.

HehadletHadesgoatfirstsothathecouldusethemantoprotectZoey.

Hadeswaspracticallytheperfectcandidateforit.

Afterall,hewasalmostagodofwarhimself.

Sylashadneverguessedthattherewasapairofeyesintheshadows,watchinghereverymove.

Shedidn’tfeelasinglething.

Leviwasjustlogisticssupport,sohedidn’thavemuchtodo.

HewenttoKirinandAzureDragon’sresidence.

“Didyouhearaboutwhathappenedyesterday?”AzureDragonasked.



“What?”Leviasked,genuinelyconfused.

“BrockGreenandtheGrandmasteraredead!SomecrazypowerfulgroupjustarrivedinSouthCityand

killedtheBeastofDeathandtheWolfKinginmereseconds!They’vealreadytakencareofmostofthe

underworldandtheundergroundboxingrings,whohavebeenlyinglowsincethen,”AzureDragon

answered.

“What?”

Levi’seyesflashedcoldlyatthenews.

“Whodaresactsobrashlyonmyterritory?”

“Whoevertheyare,they’reprobablyafterSouthCity.TheymightbeafterOrientalStarGroupnext.Do

youthinkMs.Lopezneedsguardstoprotecther?”AzureDragonasked.

“I’dliketoseewhodarestoeventouchahaironherhead!”Levibellowed.
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AzureDragonautomaticallyoffered,“ShouldIgoandprotectMs.Lopez?”

“There’snoneedtoworryabouthersafety,”Levianswered.

WithHadesprotectingher,shewasassafeasshecouldbe.

EventhoughLNationwasdestroyed,Hadeswasstillaspowerful.

Hewasn’tsomeonetomesswith.

“Whocoulditbe?Wasn’twhathappenedtotheCaesarfamilybadenough?Whowoulddaretocome

afterthat?”Leviasked.

AzureDragonshrugged.“I’vealreadysentsomeonetoinvestigate.They’reunidentifiedasofnow,but

weknowforsurethatthey’rethestrongestpeoplethathaveeverchallengedus.Thefactthatthey

coulddestroySouthCity’sundergroundinonenightisenoughproof.”

“Idon’tcarewhotheyare.Aslongasthey’reathreattothiscity,Iwon’tletthemgo,”Leviannounced

coldly.



SinceLeviwasthere,Timandtheothersdidn’tcaretoomuchaboutthisnewgroupofthreats.

Theyknewnoonecouldcauseanytroublewithhimaround.

Whiletheotherwell-knownfamiliesofSouthCityinvestigatedJackyLawson’sidentity,theDaviesfamily

washavingafieldday.

Naturally,they’dbeinchargeofallthebusinessesthathadbeenaffected.

Theycouldearnaprettypennyfromallthat.

ThisleftasmileonLeslie’sfacefortherestoftheweek.

HehadswornallegiancetoJackytilldeath.

Jackyasked,“TheOrientalStarGroupisdoingprettywellthesedays,huh?”



“I’vedonesomeresearchonthem.Theirboss’snameisZoeyLopez.ApartfromhavingtheBlackfamily

behindher,there’snothingelsetohername.WhydoesthewholeofSouthCityjustwatchhergobble

upthemarketlikeit’snobigdeal?”Lesliewondered.

“It’sallthankstoMorrisGroup.ThefamiliesofSouthCityaremostlyterrifiedofMorrisGroup,who

haveherbackatalltimes.”Jackychuckled.

Eventhoughtheyweren’tfromErudia,heknewmorethanLesliedid.

Throughtheirresearch,itwashighlylikelyMorrisGroupdestroyedScottYatesandTripleGroup.

“IsMorrisGroupreallythatpowerful?”Leslieasked.

“Ofcourse!Notonlyistheirbosscompletelymysterious,buttherearealsoabunchofhiddentalentsin

there!TheyhaveasuperpowerfulprofessionalamongtheirguardswhodefeatedScottYates’Four

MightyGenerals,”Jackysaid.

“YouknowmymastercametoSouthCityjusttogetridofMorrisGroup,right?Erudiaissimplytoo

irresistible!”Jackysaid,hisfacefullofgreed.

Leslieinhaledsharplyatthat.



Wasn’tthatabittoogreedy?

JackywantedSouthCity,buthisMasterwantedthewholeofErudia!

Leslieasked,“Whatdoweneedtodotohelp?TheDavieswilldefinitelygivetheiralltohelp!”

“Iwon’ttouchMorrisGroupfornow.AsforOrientalStarGroupandtheotherbigfamiliesofSouthCity,

Iwantthemall!”

AcoldglintflashedacrossJacky’seyes.

Leslieaskedinashakyvoice,“A-Arewealsogonnakillourwaytothetoplikewedidlastnight?”

Jackysuddenlylaughed.“Nope!Theseareacompletelydifferentbreedofpeoplewe’retalkingabout

here.WecoulddefeatthelikesofBrockGreenandtheunderworldclubsthroughbruteforce,butthese

areallhigh-classwolvesinsuits.Ifwekillevenjustoneortwoofthem,there’llbeanuproar.SouthCity

willreallygoaftermethen.”



“Thenwhatshouldbeourcourseofaction?”Leslieasked.

Jackysmiledsinisterly.“Wefightfirewithfire.I’dlovetomeetthebossofOrientalStarGroup.Let’s

inviteherover!Infact,let’sdoittonight.”

Lesliecouldn’thelpbutask,“Whatifshedoesn’twanttocome?”

Rightasthewordslefthismouth,Leslieregrettedspeaking.

Hefeltacoldglaresweepacrosshim,freezinghimtothespot.
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Asexpected,Jackywasalreadystaringathimwithicyeyes.“That’syourproblem!Iwanttoseeher

tonight,that’llbemyproblem.”

“Understood!I’msorry,IpromiseI’lldoexactlyasyouasked!”Lesliesaid,hurriedlypressinghis

foreheadtothefloorinadeepbow.

Jacky’smeaningwasclearenough.Nomatterhow,hewantedtomeetZoeythatverynight.



“Ifyoucan’tevengetthisdone,thenyou’dbetterstartthinkingofyourlastwords,”Jackysaidmildly.

Themomentheleft,Lesliewipedoffhiscoldsweatwiththebackofhishand.

Henearlydiedinthere.

Hecouldn’triskmakingthatmistakeagain.

“You,getthisdone.”

LesliepassedthebatontoDerek.

Tohim,itwaswaytooembarrassingforhimtopersonallyinvitesomeoneover.

“Ofcourse!Don’tworry,Father,I’llbesuretoprovemyselftoJacky.”Dereksmiled.

TheTripleGroup’sbuildinghadbeenrenamedunderOrientalStarGroup.



InZoey’soffice,thesecretaryreported,“Ms.Lopez,someonewhoclaimstobeDerekDaviesisaskingto

seeyou.”

“Bringhimin.”Zoeynodded.

Recently,anumberofSouthCity’sfamilybusinessrepresentativesvisitedher.Shehadn’tturnedanyone

downyet.

Soonenough,Derekandtheothersreachedthereceptionarea.

“You’reMs.ZoeyLopez?”Derekaskedsnidely.

ToDerek,therewasnooneinSouthCitywhohecouldn’taffordtomesswith.

Hehadalwaysbeenstraightforwardandcocky.

“Yes.MayIknowwhatyou’reherefor?”



Zoeyalreadydidn’tlikehistoneverymuch.

“Mymasterwantsyoutojoinusfordinnertonight!I’mjustheretopassonthemessage.I’llsend

someoneovertopickyouuplatertonight.”

Derekclearlydidn’tcareaboutwhetherZoeyagreedordisagreed.

“Getready.I’llbebacktopickyouupinawhile.”

Afterthat,heturnedtoleave.

“Holditrightthere,”Zoeysaidinacrispvoice.

“What?”

“Whoisthismasteryou’respeakingof?”Zoeyasked.



“You’llknowtonight.Eitherway,he’swaymorerespectablethanyoucanevenimagine.Justlistento

whateverhesays.”

DerekhadjustfinishedspeakingwhenZoeycalledout,“Sendhimoff.”

“What’sthatsupposedtomean?”heaskedindisbelief.

“Sorry.Idon’tacceptinvitationsfromstrangers,”Zoeydeclined.

Dereklaughed.“ZoeyLopez,I’llhaveyouknowthatyoumayturndowneveryoneelseinSouthCity,but

thiswillbetheonepersonyouaren’tallowedtodecline!Infact,there’snoreasonforyoutodoso.”

JackyhadalreadykilledBrockGreen.

Whowoulddaretoturnhimdown?

“Thenwhydon’tyoutellmewhoheis?”



Zoeywasalreadyclearlyfurious.

“Hisidentityistobekeptsecret,soyou’llonlyknowwhenyouseehim!Ifyouturnhimdown,you’ll

reallyregretit.DoyouknowhowBrockGreenandtheGrandmasterdiedlastnight?Mymasterkilled

bothofthem!”Derekannouncedproudly.

“That’snotareason.Sendhimaway!”Zoeycommanded.

TheguardsforcedDerekoutofOrientalStarGroup.

“Iwasn’tdone!”Derekscreechedurgently.

“Whatdowedonow?Thatwomanclearlyisn’twillingtodothistheniceway!”oneofhissubordinates

asked.

“Ifshewon’tplaynice,wewon’teither!Onceshegetsoffwork,we’llbringherbackbyforce.”Derek

chuckled.“Jackyalreadytoldushewantedtoseehernomatterwhat!”

“Understood.We’llkeepwatchrighthere,”hissubordinatesreplied.
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Zoeygotoffworkrightat7p.m.

Shedraggedherexhaustedbodyoutofthebuilding.

Shewassupposedtoworkovertime,buttheBlackfamilywasworriedabouthersafetyanddemanded

thatsheworkathome.

Notfaroff,twoofDerek’ssubordinateswerepreparingtoattackafterspottingherwalkingoutofthe

building.

“Slowdown!It’snotagoodideatoattackherhere.We’llwaituntilshe’salmosthome!”Dereksaid.

Theyhadnoideathattheireverymovewasundersomeoneelse’scontrolrightnow.

Levikneweverythingthatwasgoingon.

Despitethat,hewasn’ttheleastbitworried.



Verysoon,thechauffeurdroveout.

SylasfollowedZoeyintothecar.

Derekinstantlyfollowedthem.

TheBlackfamilymanorwasinarathersecludedarea,sothereweren’tmanycarsonthewaytothe

manor.

Suddenly,thedriversteppedonthebrakes.

Theroadbeforethemwasblockedbyafewcars.

Afewpeoplesteppedoutofthecars.

Derekknockedonthewindowwithawidegrin.“Ms.Lopez,wouldyousokindlyfollowme?I’dlikeif

youcouldfollowmewillingly.Ifnot,I’llhavetouseforce.”



Therewereovertenpeoplebehindhim.

Withjustonecommand,theywouldkickthedoordownanddragheraway.

Zoeysimplyfrownedstubbornly.“No.Idon’tacceptinvitationsfromstrangers!”

“Okay,Iseehowitis!Doyoureallythinkyou’resomebigshotnow?Jackyaskedmetoinviteyou

becauseherespectsyou!Don’tletthatgettoyourhead,youb*tch!I’llaskyouonelasttime,areyou

goingornot?”Derekroared.

“No.Iwon’tgo.”Zoeyturnedhimdownfirmlyonceagain.

“Okay,youaskedforit!”

Derekwasjustabouttobarkacommand.

Theotherdoorsuddenlyswungopen.



Asix-foot-tallwomangotoffthecar,surroundedbyastrongaura.

Sylas’sfaceremainedemotionlessassheswungakicktowardDerek’shead.

Heimmediatelygotthrownbackward,slammingintooneoftheircars.

“Killthatb*tch!”Derekroared.

Allofhissubordinatesrushedtowardthem,roaring.

Inlessthanaminute,everyonewaslyingonthefloorandmoaninginpain.

Allofhissubordinateswereskilledfighters,buttheyhadunfortunatelymetasoldierwhohadjustleft

thesquad.

Theycouldn’tevencompetewithher.



“Screwoff!IfanyoneelsecomestomesswithMs.Lopezagain,I’llkillthem!”Sylaswarnedcoldly.

Derekwasonthevergeoftears.

Howisthiswomansogoodatfighting?

Attheothersideoftown,intheDaviesfamily’srestaurant,Jackysatdownatapreparedtableasthe

familymemberscrowdedaroundhim.

Helazilyasked,“It’salready8p.m.Isshehereyet?”

Lesliestartedtopanic.

WhereisDerek?He’dbeengoneforhalfthedaynow!

Isheunabletodoevensuchasimplething?



“Whatareyoudoinghere?Iaskedyoutobringherover,didn’tI?”Jackyaskedcoldlyatthesightof

Leslie,whopracticallywethimselfafterbeingcalledout.

“I-Isentmysontodoit!Ihadt-tostaybehindandmake…sureallyourdemandsweremet,right?In

caseanythinghappened…”Lesliestammered.

“Isaid8p.m.,didn’tI?She’sthreeminuteslate.What’supwiththat?Doyoujustnotgiveash*tabout

whateverItoldyou?”Jackystartedraisinghisvoice,causingLeslietofalltohisknees.

“I’llimmediatelyaskfortheirwhereabouts!”Leslieinstantlyplacedthecall.

“Youpieceoftrash,whereareyou?WhereisZoeyLopez?”Lesliebellowed.

“Thingsaren’tlookinggood!Zoeyhasasuperstrongfemalebodyguardthatbeatallofus!”

“What?Shebeatallofyou?”Lesliesaidinshock.

“What’stheproblem?”Jackyaskedcoldly.
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“Zoeyturnedyoudown,Jacky!Sheevenletherbodyguardbeatthemup!”Lesliereplied.

“Howdareshe?”Jackyroared,hiseyesglintingmurderously.

“Nooneshouldhavethegutstoturnmedown!Whoeverturnsmedownisalreadyadeadpersoninmy

book!”Jackysaidfuriously.

Atthatverymoment,Derekreturnedwithhissubordinates.

Theyallsportedblackeyes,splitlipsandamultitudeofbruisesandinjuries.

DerekinstantlycollapsedinabowinfrontofJackyandcriedout,“Youhavetohelpus!”

“Tellmeeverythingthathappened!”Jacky’sfacewasasdarkascoal.

“WewenttoinviteZoeyoveronyourbehalf,butshewasincrediblydisrespectful!WhenIbroughtup

yourname,sheevensworeatyou!Wewereabouttouseforcewhenherbodyguardbeatusallup!”

Derektooksomelibertieswithhisstorytelling.



Jackycouldn’tcarelessabouthowtruethestorywas.

Fromthat,heunderstoodZoeyhadturnedhimdownandbeathissubordinatesup.

Thiswasaclearslaptohisface!

“You’reallgarbage!Youcan’tevenbringonepersontome!WhatdoIkeepyouallaroundfor?”Jacky

roaredinanger.

Hehadn’tthoughtthathe’dneedtopersonallystepoutforsomethinglikethis.

Lesliewasterrified.

Jackychangedthetopic.“Still,there’snooneonearththatIcan’tinvite!”

HelookedatLeslie.“GoandtellZoeyLopezthatshehastocomebowbeforemebeforetonightends.If

not,they’llallenduplikeBrockGreen!”



“Understood!”

Soonenough,LesliearrivedattheBlackfamilymanor.

Bynow,everyoneknewLesliewasoneofthepuppetsofthemysteriousforcethathadtakenoverSouth

City.

Theywereterrifiedatthemeresightofhim.

“Whatareyouherefor,Mr.Davies?”Baileyaskedrespectfully.

“BringZoeyLopezoutrightnow!”Lesliecommandedinacoldvoice.

Veryquickly,ZoeywalkedoutofthehousewithSylasbyherside.

“Zoey,thisisyourlastwarning!Jackydemandedforyoutogoandkneelbeforehimbytonight,orelse

allofyouwillsufferthesamefateasBrockGreen!”



Afterthat,Leslieleft.

“Who’sJacky?Infact,whathappenedtoBrock?”Zoeyasked,confused.

“Zoey,you’reinbigtrouble!”

AfterMeredithandtheotherstoldZoeywhatwasgoingon,herexpressionchangedtooneofterror.

Shehadn’tknownthathermysteriousinviterwassuchaterrifyingperson.

TheBlackswereallincrediblyworried.

TheyhadpurposelyinvitedSylastobeZoey’sbodyguardsotheycouldpreventherfromgettingin

danger.

Theyhadn’texpectedhertoreallycausetrouble!

“Whatshouldwedo?”Baileyasked.



Zoeysaidfirmly,“I’mnotgoing.Idon’tevenknowhim!WhywouldIgo?”

Sylasnodded.“That’sright.I’monMs.Lopez’sside.Withmehere,noonecanhurther,anyway.”

Baileyinstantlyrebutted,“It’snolongeraboutwhetheryougo.Youhavetogo!Jackyismuchtoostrong.

HekilledpeopleasstrongasBrockandtheGrandmaster!Ifyoudon’tgo,we’llallbeinbigtrouble.”

Russellasked,“Ifshegoes,won’tshebeindanger?”

“No,ofcoursenot.Jackypurposelyinvitedher.Ifhereallywantedtoharmher,hewouldn’thavesent

someoneovertoinviteher.Hewouldhavejustsnatchedandkilledher,”Pamelamused.

Theyallsawsenseinthat.

Meredithsaid,“Zoey,youshouldgo!Doitforthesakeofthefamily.Don’tworry,nothingwillhappen

toyou!”

“Grandma,I-”Zoeywasfinallywavering.



“She’snotgoing!”Avoicesuddenlyrangout.
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Levihadarrived.

Hescoffedcoldly,“Ifhewantstoinviteher,thenheshouldcometobegforhimself!”

Theybecameoutragedathiscomment.

“Whatareyousaying,Levi?”

“YoubetternotletJackyhearyou!Ifnot,you’lldieareallypainfuldeath!”

“Whatareyouevenherefor?YouandZoeyarealreadydivorced.Youhavenorighttobossher

around!”

TheBlackfamilymembersglaredatLevi,theirgazefullofhatred.



Levismirked,“Ihavenoright?Haveyouforgottenthatwe’restillbusinesspartners?Sincethishastodo

withZoey’ssafety,ofcourseIhavetobuttin!”

WhenshesawLevi,Zoeybecamemuchmoreatease.

However,MeredithglaredatSylas.“Didn’tItellyounottoletLevinearZoey?Getridofhim!While

you’reatit,youcanreallyproveyourselftous.”

MeredithjustwantedtouseSylastoteachLevialesson.

Shewantedhimtostayfarawayfromhergranddaughter.

“Grandma,I’llgo,alright?Don’tbotherLevi.”

Zoeyfinallyagreed.

OnlythendidMeredithrelax.



“Okay.Go,quickly.Sylas,followher.Ifanythinghappens,letmeknow!”

Aftertheywalkedoutside,Levicalledout,“You’renotgoing.”

SylaslookedatLevibeforesaying,“Ms.Lopez,Imighthatehisguts,buthe’sright.Youcan’tgo.”

“Okay,I’lllistentoyoutwo,”Zoeysaidwithanod.

Thethreeofthembookedahotelroomtostayinforthenight.

BackattheDaviesfamily,Jackyandtheotherswerestillworking.

“Jacky,I’vealreadytoldhertocome!Evenifshedoesn’twanttocome,theBlackfamilywillstillforce

hertocome.Infact,theyjustcalledtosaythatshe’sonherway!”Lesliereportedwithasmile.

Jackynodded,satisfied.“LooksliketheBlackfamilyknowstheirstuff.”

Leslieandsomeotherschuckled.“Youreallybrokerecordswithwhatyoudidlastnight!Now,theentire



SouthCityisscaredofyou!”

“Isthatso?Nowwewait.”

Jackyclosedhiseyestorestthemforabit.

At10p.m,thedoorsremainedclosed.

Itstayedthesameat11p.m.

Atmidnight,Jacky’seyesshotopen.

“Whereisshe?”heaskedcoldly.

“Shehasyettoarrive,”Lesliereported,bowinghishead.

Hehadsetupsomepeopleonwatchnearby,buttheyhadn’tspottedZoeyatall.



“WouldyoulikemetoasktheBlackfamily?”Leslieaskedcautiously.

“There’snoneed.She’snotcoming,”Jackysaidwithachuckle.

Leslie,Derekandtheotherswaitedwithbatedbreatharoundhim.

Despitehischuckle,hewasactuallyfurious.

Thiswasalreadytwohugeslapstotheface.

Hecouldn’tjusttakethatlyingdown.

“Sheclearlydoesn’tgiveash*taboutme.Oh,well,IstillrefusetobelievethatIcan’tforceherto

come!”Jackysaidwithasinistersmile.

“I’llslowlyforceyououtofyourlittlehidingspot!”



Jackycontinuedchucklingdarklytohimself.

Clearly,healreadyhadaplan.

Besides,hismasterwasn’thereyet,sohecouldtakehistime.

Nothinghappenedthewholenight.

TheBlackfamilywereundertheimpressionthatZoeyhadreallygonetoJacky.

Thenextday,shearrivedatherofficeandspottedagiftboxonherdesk.

“Whoisthisfrom?”Zoeyasked.

“Idon’tknow,Ms.Lopez.It’sbeenheresincejustnow,”hersecretaryreplied,justasconfused.



“Openitandcheck,”Zoeysaid.

Thesecretaryseemedalittlenervous,notdaringtoopenitup.

“I’lldoit!”

Sylassteppedforwardandopenedthebox.

“Oh!”

Themomenttheboxopened,ZoeyandSylasimmediatelywentpaleinterror.

Thesecretary,whowasinnowayasbraveastheothers,collapsedonthegroundinadeadfaint.

Chapter623

Thereasonbehindthatwassimple.Theboxcontainedtenfingersthathadbeenchoppedoff,andthey

werestilloozingbloodatthetime.

IfZoeywasn’tmentallystrong,shewould’vepassedoutrightthenandthere.



Sylas,ontheotherhand,remainedcalm.

“I’llgodealwiththis.Don’tworry,”promisedSylasbeforeshetooktheboxawayandtookthesecretary

totheinfirmary.

“Ms.Lopez,thisisobviouslytheirdoing!”claimedSylaswithagrimexpressionon.

Shehadthoughtthatherjobasasecurityguardwouldbesimple,neverwouldsheexpectedto

encountersomethingthatseriousonherfirstday.

Thatwasfineforher,though,becauseitwould’vebeentooboringotherwise.

“Ms.Lopez,shouldIgodealwiththeperpetrator?”askedSylas.

Sylaswasawarrior,soshewasfearless.

“No,youcan’tgo!”



Thephoneintheofficerangatthatmoment,andZoeywenttopickitup.

Theunfamiliarvoiceofamancamethrough,“IsthisMs.ZoeyLopez?”

“Yes,andwhoareyou?”askedZoey.

“Ms.Lopezissoforgetful.Isentaninvitationtwiceyesterday,andyou’vealreadyforgottenaboutme.I

amJackyLawson.Rememberthat.”

“You!”growledZoeyasanicyexpressionsettledonherface.

“Bytheway,Ms.Lopez,haveyoureceivedmygift?Doyoulikeit?”askedJackybeforehechuckled

aloud.

“Areyouthreateningme?Well,toobad,becauseIamnotafraid!”repliedZoeycoolly.

“Ms.Lopezissoimposing.Youarethefirstpersonwhoeverdaredrejectmyrequest,andIadmirethat.

However,Iwillbegivingyouagifteverydayfromnowon.Pleaselookforwardtoit.”



Jackyhungupimmediatelyafter.

Zoeysighedalongbreathofrelief.

Shewaseerilypaleatthetime,andshe’dbelyingifshesaidthatshewasn’tafraid.

Agifteveryday?Igotbloodyfingerstoday,sowhat’snext?Anarm?Aleg?Ormaybeevenahuman

head?

WhenZoeythoughtaboutthat,herbreathingbecameuneven,andshewassoterrifiedthatallthecolor

drainedfromherface.

Itseemedthatshehadgottenherselfintoaheapoftrouble.

“Sylas,shouldIjustgotohim?Wecan’tletthisgoon.”

Zoeywasalreadystartingtoraiseherwhiteflag.



Shewasworriedaboutmakingabiggermessifshepersisted.

“Ms.Lopez,somethingterriblehappened,”saidanemployeesuddenlyasherushedinnervously.

“What’swrong?”askedZoey.

“SomeonejustdiscoveredBarryfromthesanitizationdepartmentonthewashroomfloor.Alltenofhis

fingerswerechoppedoff…”

“What?”

Zoey’smindwentblank,andevenSylaslookedaffected.

Sothe“gift”Ijustreceived…

Seemsliketheyhadalreadylookedintoeveryoneclosetome,andtheymighttargetanyone.



Barryofthesanitizationdepartmentisthevictimoftheday.Mysecretarymightbethenextvictim,and

membersoftheBlackfamilymightbetargetedaswell.

Zoeywasdevastatedwhenshethoughtaboutthatpossibility.

Shefeltoutofbreath.

ThatwaswhenMeredithcalledhersuddenly.

“Zoey,didyounotgototheDaviesfamilyresidenceyesterday?”askedMeredithanxiously.

“No,Ididn’t,grandma,”repliedZoeyhonestly.

“Ah,you’vemadeahugemessthistime,younglady.AhandfuloftheBlackfamily’smaidswentmissing

today,andwestillcan’treachthem,”informedMeredith,whosoundedworried.

“Youknowwhat?Findawayandgocleanupthemessyou’vemade,orwemightbetheoneswhogo

missingnext!”urgedMeredith.



Zoeywasonthevergeofbreakingdown.

Thatwasjustthefirstday,andherfamilymightbetheonesgettinghurtinthefollowingdays.

WhatdoIdo?

TwostreamsoftearsrolleddownZoey’scheekssilently.
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“Ms.Lopez,Iwillgodealwiththemrightaway,”growledSylasangrily.

Zoeyshookherheadandreplied,“Thatwon’tdo.Theyareoperatingfromtheshadowswhileweare

wideopen.”

Sylaswasstumped.

Shecoulddealwithanythingifitwerealllaidoutinplainsight,butshewasnotgoodatdealingwith

schemesandhiddentraps.



“Thenwhatshouldwedo?”askedSylas,whofeltaheadachecoming.

Thatwasonlytheirfirstday!

Zoeycalmedheremployeesdownandsenttheinjuredtothehospital,butshewasgettingmoreand

moreworried.

Aninvisiblethreatwasloomingoverherhead,andshewasinapositionwhereshecouldn’tdoanything

eventhoughsheknewthatshewasindanger…

“Ishould’velistenedtograndmalastnightanddropbytheDaviesfamilyresidence,”murmuredZoey,

whowasstartingtoregretherdecision.

Shedidn’trealizethatrejectingasimpleinvitationwouldbringaboutaproblemthatbig.

EvenSylascouldn’thelpbutbiteherlipalittle.

Ishouldn’thaveactedsoimpulsivelyandcausedsuchamess.



AttheDaviesfamily’sresidence.

“TheBlackfamilyisinamessnow,Jacky,andthepeopleatOrientalStarGroupareterrifiedaswell,”

informedDerekwithasmile.

Jackygrinnedevilly.“That’swhatIwasaimingfor.ZoeyLopezrejectedmyoffer,inreturn,Ishallmake

herliveinfearfortherestofherlife!”

Leslielaughedaloudandsaid,“Hah,rejectingJackyLawson.Thatwomandoesn’tknowwhat’sgoodfor

her.”

Jackylaughedaswell.“Honestlythough,Iamcuriousaboutthekindofwomanwhodarestogoagainst

me.”

“Ihaveaphotoofher,Jacky.Here,”saidDerekasheshowedJackyafewphotosofZoey.

“Huh?”

Jacky’seyesglowedwhenhesawZoey’sphotos.



Hegrinnedasheexaminedthephotoclosely,anditseemedlikehewasextremelyexcitedaboutit.

Jacky’sreactionsurprisedeventhetwofightingexpertsstandingbesidehim.Oneofthefightersworea

blackmaskwhiletheotherworeawhitemask.

Masterhasneverbeenlustful,norhasheeverbeenattractedbyanywomen.Whyisheactingstrange

thistime?Didheseesomeoneexotic?

“Sheisstunning,”murmuredJacky.

EversinceJackywasakid,hismasterhadbeentellinghimthatwomenandgamblingwerethingsthat

hecannotgetcloseto.HismasterclaimedthattheywouldaffecthisfutureandthatJackywasdestined

tobegreat.

ThatwaswhyJackyhadalwaysbeenstrictwithhisprivatelife,andhehadonlyeverbeenwithafew

women.

Hewouldonlybewiththosewhotrulycaptivatedhimandwouldignoretherest.



ItwasobviousthatZoeyhadcaptivatedJacky.

Heinstantlychangedhisplananddecidedthathewouldn’tkeepthreateningorscaringZoey.

Instead,hewouldmakeherbecomehis!

OnelookatJacky’sexpression,andLeslieknewjustwhattheformerwasthinking.

Leslieimmediatelysaid,“Don’tworry,Jacky.Iwillhavethatwomandeliveredtoyourbedtonight.”

JackyshiftedhisgazetoLeslieandglared,“Ihavelostfaithinyoutwo,soyouwillnotcarryoutthis

mission!”

“I…”

LeslieandDerekbothhavetheirheadsdown.



“Spreadthenewsintheunderworld.AnyonewhocandeliverZoeyLopezovertometonightwillreceive

tenterritoriesandtwoundergroundgamblingcenters,”orderedJacky.

“Understood.”

TheentireunderworldofSouthCitystirreduponreceivingthatnews.

Tenterritoriesandtwoundergroundgamblingcenters?

Forpeopleofunderworld,theofferwassimplytooalluring.

Whoevergetstheirhandsontherewardwouldbeturnedintoamajorplayerintheunderworldof

SouthCity,andtheywouldbeentitledtoreceiveJacky’sprotection.

ThatwasthekindofprivilegethatwouldtemptotherstokilleventheGrandmasterandBrockGreen.

Theentireunderworldwasplungedintochaos.



Overthousandsofpeoplewerepersuaded,andeveryonewantedtopersonallyhandZoeyovertoJacky.

Naturally,ZoeywasunawareofthefactthateverycriminalinSouthCityhadtheireyesonher.
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ThebuildingwhereZoey’sofficewaslocated,inparticular,hadalotofrandomstrangersshowingup.

EverythingaboutZoeywaslearnedandsharedinreal-time.

Overathousandmenhadtheireyesonher.

Lesliecouldn’thelpbutadmireJacky’sstrategy.

Jackygottheentireunderworldtoworkforhim,soneitherhenorhissubordinateneededtoshowup.

ThatkeptJacky’sidentityasecret.

He’sgood,reallygood.



“I’vealsolearnedthatZoeyisstillavirgin,eventhoughshehasbeenmarriedforoversixyears.Her

husbandneversleptwithher,”sharedDerek.

JackytappedonDerek’sshoulderinappreciationafterhearingthat.“Good,thatisgreatnews.I

wouldn’thavemindedifsheismarried,butit’sevenbetterifshe’savirgin.Tonightisdestinedtobea

beautifulnight.Derek,gogettheroomready,”saidJacky.

Leslieimmediatelychimedin,“Jacky,Ipromisethatyouwillhaveagreattimetonight.”

“Hahaha…”

Themenalllaughedaloud.

Nightfellsoonafter,andtheentirecityfellintodarkness.

ZoeyandSylasrealizedthattheparkinglotwasemptywhentheywalkedoutoftheelevator.Achill

ambushedthemandmadethemshiver.



Sylashadherguardupasshescannedhersurroundings.Shesensedthatsomethingwasoff.

“Ms.Lopez,pleasegetinthecarbeforeme,”instructedSylassternly.

Herinstincttoldherthattheywerenotalone.

Zoeygotintothecarobedientlyandurged,“Sylas,hurryandgetintothecartoo.Let’sleaveasquickly

aspossible.”

“It’stoolateforthat,”repliedSylas.

Shehadjustfinishedspeakingwhenshadowsjumpedoutofeverycorneroftheparkinglot.

Anumberofcarsstoppedsimultaneously,andahandfulofmengotoutofeachcar.

Therewereatleastafewhundredmen,andtheysurroundedthetwowomen.

“Whatisgoingon?”blurtedZoey,whowasscaredwitless.



Shehadneverseenanythinglikethatbefore,soshefishedoutherphonetoaskforhelp.

However,shesoonrealizedthatherphonecouldn’treceiveanysignals.

Afierce-lookinghooliganrushedoveratthatmoment.

Sylasstoodherground,likeamountainofcoldsteel.

“F*ckoff!WeonlywantZoeyLopez,andbystanderscanleave,”barkedtheleadercruelly.

“YouwillhavetogetthroughmetogettoMs.Lopez,”scoffedSylas,whoseeyesshonewith

determination.

“Attack!”

Overhundredsofmenrushedover,andtheyseemedasoverwhelmingasatsunami.



Sylasgrowledandfacedthemheadon.

Sylaswasafemalewarriorwhohadfoughtonthebattlefield,afterall,soshewasridiculouslypowerful.

Herskilledbattletechniquesshonethroughassoonasshestartedfighting.

Shewassogoodthatsheknockedoveradozenmendownwithasinglehit.

Sylaswasruthless,andsheshowednomercy,sotheexpertsfromtheunderworldcouldn’tevenget

closetoher.

Afewminuteslater,Sylasknockedoverfiftymendown.

Seeingthatgottheotherstofearheralittle.

“Boys,wewillberewardedwithtenterritoriesandtwogamblingcentersifwecaptureZoeyLopez!

Attacknow.Sheisbutawoman,andshecan’tkeepupnomatterhowstrongsheis.”



Someonehadshoutedfromthecrowdandthatinspiredthementopushforwardasiftheyhadbeen

druggedwithaserumthatgavethemcourage.

Sylaswastheobstacleintheirquesttogettingrich,andeveryonewantedtodestroyher.

EventhoughSylaswasstrong,thereweresimplytoomanyagainsther.

Withhundredsofmenattackingsimultaneously,shewasslowlybutsurelypushedback.

SomeonefinallylandedakickonSylas.

Sylasforcedherselftostandup,despitehavingoveradozencutsonher.

“Killher!”

Afewmenhadadaggerwiththem,andtheyrushedover.

Sylas’lifewasontheline…



ZoeywantedtogetoutofthecarandsaveSylas,butshedidn’tevenhavethetimetodoso.Allshe

coulddowaswatch.
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Atthatcrucialmoment,aforcethatcouldrivalthatofaninsanelyaggressivetornadoflewover,andthe

menwhowereabouttokillSylaswereforcedtobackaway.

Aseriesofpainedmoanscouldbeheardafterthat.

Overadozenmenlosttheirabilitytofightwithinthosefewnanoseconds.

AllZoeyandSylassawwasadarkshadowshowingupinfrontofthem.

TheshadowwasnoneotherthanHades.

Levi’sorderforHadeswasthathemustprotectZoey,evenifitmeantsacrificinghisownlife.

Assuch,hismissionwastodestroyeverysinglepersoninfrontofhim.



Hadesattacked.

Hewaslikealeoparddashingtowardshisprey.

Hadeshadareputationofhavingkilledoverathousandmen,andhewasacountry’sGodofWar.

Comparedtothesoldiersinthearmy,theunderworldhooliganswerenothingbutsnivelingbabies.

WhenHadesfought,hemadeothersfeelasiftheyhadsomehowfallenintothecruelestanddeepest

pitofhell.

Itonlytookhimabouttenminutestocrusheveryoneandgetthemtomoaninpainonthefloor.

Noonewasleftstanding.

BothZoeyandSylaswerestupefied.



Heistoopowerful.H-hejustcrushedoverahundredmeninmereminutes?

Afterdealingwiththemen,HadeswalkedovertoSylasandspokeinpieces.Itwaslikehewasa

foreignerwhowasstrugglingtospeaktheirlanguage.“Ihere,noonehurtMs.Lopez.”

Hadesleftaftersayinghispiecewithaheavyaccentandterriblegrammar.

BrockGreen’soldcomradesandoverahundredotherexpertshadsurrenderedassoonastheysaw

Hades.

Theydidn’trealizethatZoeywasprotectedbyamanthatpowerful.

Inshort,anyonewhoknewHadeshadbackedawayoutoffear.

Hadeshad,ineffect,destroyedtheentireunderworldallonhisown.

ThatwaspreciselywhyLevihadassignedthetaskofkeepingZoeysafetoHades.



BothZoeyandSylasweresurprised.

Zoey,inparticular,wasutterlyspeechless.

Someoneelseisprotectingme?Someonethatpowerful,noless.Hisaccent…Hehastobefroma

foreigncountry.

“What?”shoutedJacky,whosoonreceivedthenews.

“ZoeyLopez’sbodyguardcrushedoverhundredsofmenonhisown?Andeveryonewhowentwas

defeated?”

Jacky’seyesbulgedsomuchthatitseemedliketheywereabouttopopoutofhissockets.

Everyonewasinshock.

Theyknewthatthemanhad,ineffect,destroyedtheunderworldofSouthCity.



Derekimmediatelyadded,“Zoey’spersonalbodyguardistoopowerful,Jacky.”

“LookslikeI’veunderestimatedher.Nowondershedaredtorejectmyoffer.Turnsoutshehad

somethinguphersleeves,”musedJacky.

“SeemslikemyinvestigationonZoeyisn’tdetailedenough.HowaboutIlookintoherbodyguardas

well?”askedLeslie.

“Thatwon’tbenecessary.IrefusetobelievethatthereissomeoneouttherethatIcan’tgetmyhands

on,”repliedJackyasheshookhishead.Afterthat,headded,“Hey,youtwo.”

Jackyturnedtothetwomenwearingmasks.

“We’relistening,master,”repliedthetwomenwhilestandingupstraight.

“GoandgetZoeyoverformeandkillanyonewhogetsinyourway,”barkedJackycoldly.

“Wepromisetoaccomplishourmission,master.”



Leslieandtheothersdrewasharpbreath.

They’rebothgoing?Isn’tthatalittletoomuch?

Leslieandtheothershadonlyeverwitnessedthosetwomaskedmenworkingtwice.

Themenwereweird,andtheymovedliketheywereperformingamagicshow.

Oneglarecouldliterallykillsomeone,andasingletouchcouldpulverizetheirvictims.

Noonecanstopthem.

Jackylaughedaloud.“Whowould’vethoughtthatI’dfindsomeonethatpowerfulinSouthCity?”

“Jacky,isn’titalittletooover-the-toptosendbothmenin?”askedLeslie,whothoughtthatsendingin

oneofthemwassufficient.

“Thatiswhyyoucan’tgetanythingdoneright!Iwanttobeahundredpercentsurethatthisisdone



right,”shoutedJackyasheglaredover.

“Understood.Thankyouforteachingmealesson,Jacky,”repliedLeslie.

Meanwhile,thetwofightingexpertswiththeirmasksonhadarrivedattheBlackfamily’smanor.

“Let’sjustkilleveryoneinthere,”suggestedthemaninthewhitemaskashiseyesshimmeredwith

cruelty.
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“Sure.”

Justasthetwoexpertswereabouttowalkin,ashadowsuddenlyappearedinfrontofthem.

Or,tobemoreaccurate,twoshadowsshowedup.

Oneofthemenwashidingbehindtheotherguyandwastakinghistimetorevealhimself.

Hehadacigarettebetweenhislips,andtheglowattheendofhiscigarettewasespeciallybrightinthe



dark.

ThatmanwasnoneotherthanLeviGarrison.

“Bargingintomyterritory,arewe?Seemstomeyouhaveadeathwish!”saidLevisoftly.

Thetwomaskedexpertsturnedtooneanotherbeforetheyattacked.

Theonewiththewhitemaskspecializedinspeed,andhecouldkillwithoutanyoneseeing.Hisspeed

wassoincrediblethathecouldtrickthenakedeye.

ThemanshowedupinfrontofLeviinaninstance,andthesharpdaggerhehadwithhimexudeda

horrifyingaura.

Thewhite-maskedmanwassimplytoofast.

Ifanyoneelsewasaround,theywouldseethathewasstillstandinginhisoriginalposition.



Thefact,however,wasthathewasalreadystandinginfrontofLevi.

Thedaggerseemedtobeengulfedinamurderousaura.

Thewhite-maskedmanwasconfidentthathecouldkillLevi,butanothermansuddenlyshowedupin

frontofhim.Ahugeshadowloomedoverthewhite-maskedmanandblurredhisvision.

“Whatthehell?”blurtedthewhite-maskedmanashisexpressionchangedsharply.

Hecouldn’tbelievethatsomeonecouldactuallykeepupwithhim.

Asenseofdangerencompassedthewhite-maskedmanattheverynextsecond.

Hischestwaspunchedhard,andhisorganswereinstantlycrushed.Hisbonesalsoshattered.

Hewasflyingwildlylikeakitewithabrokenstringasheflewbackward.

Naturally,theonewhoattackedwasHades.



Theotherexpert,theblack-maskedman,wasstunned.

HeimmediatelyrushedoverandthrewamercilesspunchatHades.

Theblack-maskedmanwasstrong,andhisstrengthhadnevermetitsmatchbefore.

Theblack-maskedmanhadoncecrushedamarbletableandtheBeastofDeathwithasingletouch.

HecoulddothatbecausehemasteredtheAncientArtsofChi,whichwasatraditionalfighting

techniquethoughttobemythical.

TheAncientArtsofChicouldshatteranythingthehandtouched,andahumanbodywouldcrumble

whenhit.

Despitethat,Hadesneveravoidedorbackedawayfromthatattack.Instead,heusedthesame

techniqueandthrewhispunchatasimilarangle.

Thetwofistsmet,andtheboomingsoundofthunderwasheard.



“Urk!”

Theblack-maskedmanfellbackward.Hespatbloodattheverynextsecond.

Halfofhismaskevenbrokeoff.

Leviclappedhishandwhenhesawthat.Hepraised,“Notbad,notbadatall.Imadetherightdecision

keepingyouaroundallthoseyearsago.WhiteTigerandtheothersnolongerneedtocomealltheway

overtosolvetheissue.”

“Iamgladtobeofservice,”repliedHades,wholookedlikehewastrulygladtohavereceivedthe

compliment.

LeviandHadeswalkedforward.

Hadestorethewhitemaskoffoftheotherexpertaswell.

Thatwaswhentheysawthatthemaskedmenhadtheword“slave”carvedonboththeirfaces.



Atthatmoment,bothmenweretremblinginfear.

Turnedout,BrockGreenwasright.TherewasabeinginSouthCitythattheycouldnotaffordtooffend.

AttheDaviesfamily’sresidence.

“Hmm…Thetwoofthemhadbeengoneforsolong.Nothingbadcould’vehappenedtothem,couldit?”

murmuredLeslie,whoseemedalittlenervousandworried.

“Pfft,thatisnotpossible.Thosetwoaremymaster’sslaves.OneofthemhasbeenlearningtheAncient

ArtsofChieversincehewasakid,whiletheothertrainedhisspeedwithaleopard.Theyhavereached

alevelthatyoucannotevenimagine,sotheycouldn’thavepossiblyfailed,”braggedJackyashegrinned

proudly.

ThatwaswhyhebroughtthosetwotoSouthCity.Hewasconfidentthattheywerestrongenoughto

dealwithanything.

“I’mgladtohearthat,”saidLeslie,eventhoughhisheartwasstillthumpingwithanxiety.



“Myguessisthattheyarebusykillingeveryone.Giventheirstyle,itislikelythattheBlackfamilywillgo

extincttonight,”saidJackyashesmiled.

Hiseyesburnedwithahintoflust,anditseemedlikehecouldn’twaittomeetZoey.

Lesliegaspeduponhearingthat.

“Isthatso?”askedavoicethatsuddenlyrangfromtheothersideofthedoor.

Twocorpsesweretossedintotheroomatthesametime.
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Jacky,Leslie,andtheotherswerestunnedwhentheirgazefelluponthetwocorpses.

A-aren’tthesemymaster’sslaves?H-howdidtheydie?

Jacky’seyesshonewithsurpriseandconfusion,whileLeslie’sjawdroppedsofarthataneggcouldhatch

betweenhislips.



Bothexpertswereannihilated?Howisthatpossible?

BothmenweretheoneswhocrushedBrockGreen’sillegalboxingmatchandhadtheentireunderworld

ofSouthCityonitsknees!

Theirstrengthswerepracticallygod-like,andtheirtechniqueswerelikemagic.

Howdidtheydie?

“N-no,tellmethisisn’ttrue,”demandedJackywithalookofmaniainhiseyes.

Hecouldn’tbelievewhathewasseeing.

Thosetwoslaveshadbeenwithhimeversincetheywerekids,andtheyhadkilledcountlessexperts.

Theyhadneverbeendefeatedbefore,buttheydiedthatday.



Jackysimplycouldn’tbelieveit.

Whatkindofmonsteriscapableofkillingthem?

Aseriesoffootstepssounded,andLeviandHadesshowedup.

“W-whoareyou?”askedJackyinsurprise.

“We’retheoneswhohavecometokillyou,”answeredLevicalmly.

Tenmen,allofwhichwereJacky’sbodyguards,hurriedovertoprotecthim.

“Die!”

Hadesattacked.

Alltenmenfelltothefloorsoonafter,andtheothermenwereutterlyflabbergasted.



LeslieandDerekhadbecomesoterrifiedthattheykneltontheground.

Theyrealizedthattheyhadoffendedsomeonetheyshouldneverhavebothered.

Jacky,however,couldn’tadapttothenewsituation.HestaredblanklyatLeviandasked,“Whoare

you?”

“Fine,letmehelpyouunderstandwhyyoumustdie.ZoeyLopezismywife,andSouthCityisundermy

protection.AnythingIsaygoes.Youkilledinmyterritory,andthatisnothinglessthananinvitationto

death,”repliedLevi.

JackyfeltlikehehadbeenstruckbylightningafterhearingwhatLevisaid.

JackyrememberedwhatBrocksaidjustbeforehedied.BrocktalkedaboutabeinginSouthCitythat

couldnotbedefeatedandwarnedJackytofleeasquicklyaspossibleorhewoulddie.

LookslikethisistheguyBrockwarnedmeabout…AndheisZoeyLopez’shusband!



Jackyhadcalmeddownbythen,andhelookedserenewhenhegrinned.“Youtrulyarestrong.My

uselesssubordinatesmust’vemadeafoolofthemselvesinfrontofyou.MayIknowmoreaboutyour

identity?”askedJacky.

Levigrinned.

Lookslikethismanisskilledinhisownway.Hecanstaycalmdespitehavingdeathloomingoverhim.

NowonderBrockandtheothersarenomatchagainsthim.

Hadesscoffed,“Youarenotworthyoflearningwhoheis.”

“Sir,whydon’twebefriendsinstead?Wehaven’thadanydirectconflicts,andthisisalljusta

misunderstanding.Iherebyapologizeforit.Moreover,mysubordinateshadbeenkilled,sohowabout

wecalliteven?”suggestedJacky,whotriedtosettletheissue.

“Oh,callingitevenjustlikethat,huh?Whodoyouthinkyouare?”sneeredLevi.

Jackysmiledandreplied,“Youdon’tknowthis,butmyidentityisnotsomethinganordinaryguycan

handle.Settlingthismatterpeacefullybenefitsyouaswell.”

“ToobadIdon’tbelieveinanyofyourwords.Killhim!”



Levi’seyesshottwosharpglaresover.

HadeswalkedtowardsJackyuponreceivinghisorders.

Jackypanicked.

“W-whatdoyouthinkyou’redoing?DoyouknowwhoIam?Don’tdosomethingyou’llregret!”

Lesliechimedinandadvisedaswell,“Let’scalmdownforamoment,sirs.Hetrulyisn’tjustaregular

guy.We’llallbeintroubleifyouhurthim.”

“It’strue.ThepowersupportingJackyisnotsomethinganyonecanhandle,”addedDerek.

Jackycalmeddownalotuponhearingthat.

Levi,however,simplyroaredcruelly,“Killhim!”



Hadescontinuedmovingforwarduponhearingthat.

“IamHe-”shoutedJackyasloudlyashecould.

Chapter629

Likeanarrowthatflewoutofabow,HadesshotforwardandkilledJackywithasingletouch.

Jacky’sbodyfellstraightontothefloor.

Intheend,hisevildeedcausedhimtopaytheultimateprice.

TheDaviesfamilywasinshock.

TheyactuallykilledJacky?Beforeheeventoldthemwhoheis?

“Iknowyouarepowerful,sir,butJackyhonestlywassomeonewhowasprotected.Histrueidentityis

simplytooscary,”saidLeslie



“Idon’tcarewhoheis,”saidLeviasheglaredcoldlyathim.

Hades’eyesshonewithmockery.

Seriously?They’retalkingabouttrueidentitiesandprotections?Withthisguy?Almosteveryone

tremblesinfearwhentheyhearthisguy’stitle,soit’sjuststupidtothinkthathecan’thandlewhoever’s

coming.

LeviandHadesleftafterthat.

TheylefttheDaviesalonebecauseasfarasLeviwasconcerned,thosepeoplewerenothingmorethan

maggotsthatdidn’tdeservehisattention.

ThenewsaboutthedemiseofJackyandhissubordinateswasspreadthroughouttheunderworldin

SouthCity.

Everyonewassurprisedtohearthat.

Thatmanwasdefeated?



“Ourinvestigationfinallyborefruit.ThemurdererisHades,whousedtobeBrock’ssubordinate!”

“Hadestrulyispowerful,buthedefinitelybitmorethanhecanchewthistime.”

“Right?IheardthatJacky’sidentityisfearedthroughouttheSouthernregionofErudia!”

Theunderworldwentwild.

EveryoneknewthatthepersonprotectingJackywouldbetheresoon,andthewarhadjustbegun.

TheDaviesfamilywasparticularlynervousbecausetheyknewwhoJackyreallywas.

TheyunderstoodthatJackywasjustthevanguard.Therestofthearmywouldbetheresoon,andthat

waswheneverythingwouldtrulychange.

ThenewsofJacky’sdeathwassharedquickly.



SomewhereinSouthHampton.

“What?MystudentdiedinSouthCity?!Suchinsolence!Iwillhaveeverysingleoneoftheirheadsfor

this!”

…

Meanwhile,LeviandHadeswereattheBlackfamily’sfrontyard.

“Letthemknowthatthematterhasbeensettled,”instructedLevi.

Hedidn’twantanyonetoknowabouthisidentityjustyet.

Instead,hewantedtotellZoeythetruthontheirweddingday.

There’snopointintellinghereverythingnow.I’llsurpriseherwhenwehavetheweddingofthecentury!

“Understood,”repliedHades.



HewalkedintotheBlackfamily’sresidenceandwenttoZoey’splace.

Sylaswasinjuredearlier,butthosewerejustminorinjuries.Hence,shewasfineaftersomesimple

treatments.

SheguardedoutsidethedoorandwassurprisedwhenshesawHadeswalkingover.

Isn’tthistheguywhorescuedusearlier?

“Ms.Lopez,themanwhorescuedusearlierishere,”informedSylasimmediately.

Zoeyrushedoutuponhearingthat.

“Ms.Lopez,I’vedealtwiththetroublemaker,andeverythingisfinenow,”reportedHadesbeforehe

turnedaroundtoleave.

“Wait,Um,thankyouforyourhelp.MayIknowwhoyouare?”askedZoeyasshechasedafterhim.



However,Hadessimplyleftwithouteventurningback.

“Sylas,hurryafterhimandfindoutwhoheis,”requestedZoey.

“Okay,”repliedSylas.

ShewascuriousaboutHades’trueidentityaswell.

SomethingaboutHadesfeltfamiliar,andSylaswascertainthatshehadmethimbefore,eventhough

sheneversawhisface.

Chapter630

Sylaslatersawsomeoneshedefinitelyknew…LeviGarrison!

Isn’theMs.Lopez’sex?Ialmostbeathimuptwodaysago.Huh…Whowould’vethoughtthathewas

theonekeepingMs.Lopezsafe?Wait,whyistheexpertfollowinghimaround?Didn’ttheBlackssay

thatheisuseless?

HeisjustasecurityguardfromMorrisGroup,isn’the?Sohowdidhepullallthatoff?Holdon,healso



knowsEzra,fromtheWesternWarzone…perhapsitisn’tacoincidencethattheymet?

CountlessquestionswereswirlinginsideSylas’mindwhensheheardHadesaskingLevi,“GodofWar,

shouldIdragherout?”

Levigrinnedandcalledout,“Comeonout.You’vealreadycrouchedandhiddenforsolong.”

Uponhearingthat,Sylaswasstartled.

Shehadalwaysbeenproudofherskillstostayhidden.

Shewasatthetopofhersquadinthatfield.

Darnit,theycaughtme.

Sylashadnochoicebuttoshowherself.Sheaskedcuriously,“H-howlonghaveyouknown?”

“Iknewyouwerefollowingmethesecondyouleftthehouse,”repliedHadesasheglaredgrouchilyat



Sylas.

SylasfinallysawHades’face,andshegasped,“Y-youareHadesfromLNation.Y-you….”

Sylasrememberedhow,afewyearsago,EzraledthearmyfromtheWesternWarzonetofightagainst

thearmyfromLNation.

HadeswassostrongthathedefeatedtheWesternwarriorsoveradozentimes.

Intheend,theGodofWarhadtostepupandpersonallyleadthearmytodefeattheLNation’sarmy.

TheLNationarmywaspulverized.

However,HadeshadalreadyleftalastingimpressionontheWesternwarriors,andthatwaswhySylas

recognizedHades.

Shewaspracticallytraumatized.



Herexpressionturned,andshestaredatLeviwithastonishmentshininginhereyes.

Whothehellishe?HowdidhegetHadestoprotectMs.Lopez?Ishesomeoneofimportance?Or

perhapsarichguy?

Levichuckledwhenhesawherreaction.“Youactuallyrecognizehim.Well,thatisunderstandable.After

all,you’vebattledagainstHadeswhenyouwereservingunderthatpunk,Ezra,”commentedLevi.

Levi’swordsblewSylas’mind.

HowdoesLeviGarrisonknowaboutallthat?Whothehellishe?

“W-whoareyou?”askedSylas.

Levitookapufffromhiscigaretteandgrinnedbeforeinstructing,“Youtellher.”

HadesturnedtoSylasandanswered,“Themanstandinginfrontofyouisthenightmareofeverysoldier

ineveryothercountry.Heistheweaponofmassdestructionandthedevilofthebattlefield,andhis

titleistheGodofWarofErudia!”



Sylas’legsinstinctivelygavewayuponhearingtheanswerandsheslumpedontotheground.

TheGodofWar?Holycr*p!It’sthelegendaryGodofWar.Nowonderheknewallaboutthebattleat

theWesternWarzoneandgotHadesashispersonalguard,heevencalledtheheadoftheWestern

borderchief,Ezra,apunk…

Sylaswashorrifiedwhenshelearnedeverything.

Sheknewthatshehadmadeagravemistake.

Ican’tbelievethatIactuallyattackedtheGodofWar!

SylasstoodupunsteadilybeforeshebowedtoLevi.“I,Sylas,anex-warrioroftheWesternWarzone,am

honoredtomeetyou,GodofWar.”

AsfarasthesoldiersofErudiawereconcerned,meetingtheGodofWarwasagreatprivilege.

Sylaswasproudofherself.



Shedidn’trealizethatherjobwasprotectingtheGodofWar’swife.

Levigreetedpolitelyaswell.

“Pleasepunishmeformymistakes,Chief!”saidSylas.

“Punishyou?Why?”askedLeviashefrowned.

Sylasfeltalittleembarrassedassheremindedhim,“Iwasrudetoyoutheotherdayandalmost

attackedyou.Pleasepunishmeforit.”

Levisuddenlyburstoutlaughing,andthatgotSylascurious.

Chapter631

“It’struethatifmywifedidn’tshowupthatday,Iwould’vetaughtyoualesson,butyoualmostdied

protectingmywife.Thatdeservesareward,soIwillignorethepreviousincident.Justcontinuekeeping

mywifesafe,”informedLevi.

It’dsaveLevialotoftroubleifsomeoneascapableasSylaswasprotectingZoey.



“Understood.IpromiseIwillprotectZoeywithallI’vegot.”

Sylashadalreadyretiredfromthebattlefield,butshestillhadtheheartofawarrior.

Fromthatmomenton,shevowedtoprotectZoeywithherentirebeing.

AfterSylasreturned,Zoeyasked,“Howisit?Didyoufindoutwhoheis?”

Sylasshookherheadandreplied,“IwasdiscoveredassoonasIleft,Ms.Lopez,solet’snottalkaboutit

anymore.Still,youshouldknowthatthepersonprotectingyouhastobesomeonewhocaresdeeply

aboutyou.”

ThefirstpersonthatZoeythoughtofwasLevi,butshequicklydismissedthatideabecausetheman

seemedtoopowerfultobeLevi.

SouthCityturnedquietafterJackymethisdemise.

However,thoseintheinnercircleunderstoodthatthesilencewasjustthecalmbeforethestorm.



Abloodbathwasonthehorizon.

TheBlackfamilyknewnothingaboutthat,ofcourse.Theysimplythoughtthattheirtroubleswereover.

MeredithevenpushedZoeytogoonblinddates.

Theformerhadlookedthroughalotofprofiles,butnonecaughthereyes.

“IfeellikenooneinErudiaisgoodenoughforZoey,”claimedMeredithproudly.

“Indeed.Atfirst,IthoughtthatitwouldbeapieceofcaketofindZoeyasuitor.Nowthatwe’velooked,

Iseethattherearenonegoodenoughforher,andifwearen’tsatisfiedwiththesemen,thereisnoway

thatZoeywouldbeinterestedinthemeither,”saidRobertwholookedtroubledashesighed.

LoganandJennieenteredtheroomatthatmoment.

“Grandma,grandpa,welookedintothematterlikeyouaskedandfoundtheperfectcandidate.He

meetsallofyourrequirements,andIamcertainthatZoeywouldlovehimtoo!”braggedJennie.



“Tellus.”

BothMeredithandRobertwereexcited.

“Theguyisincredible.Heisofmixed-bloodwiththeperfectgenes,andheisalegitimateheir.His

motherisroyaltyfromaforeigncountry,”sharedJennie.

“Huh?Amixed-blood?That’sperfect!They’retallandhandsome,andhavegoodgenes,”saidtheBlacks,

whoweresatisfiedsofar.

Thatwasatimewhenmixed-bloodswerepopular.

“What’shisfamilylike?”askedMeredith.

“Oh,hisfamilyisridiculouslypowerful.HisgrandpaisthemajorshareholderattheplaceIworkin,New

AllianceBank.Inotherwords,hisgrandpaistherenownedKurtGatesofSouthHampton.”

“What?KurtGates?”



BothMeredithandRobertwerestunned.

KurtwasareputableandrespectablemaninSouthHamptonandthepresidentoftheSouthHampton

ChamberofCommerce.

ThefactthatSouthHamptonwastheeconomicdistrictofErudiawouldmeanthatthepresidentofthe

ChamberofCommerceinthatdistricthadtobeextremelypowerful.

Themanwasprobablysopowerfulthatevenanoverviewofhispowerwouldscaremosttodeath.

HewasoneoftheleadingmeninSouthHampton’seconomiccircles,andhiswealthwascomparableto

thatofacountry.

HemanagedoverahundredprivatebanksandhadagreatreputationinSouthHampton.

HealsohadcountlessdisciplesandwasregardedasaGodamongmen.

Infact,hewaslikeamythicaldragonroaminginthesky.



Hisgrandsonhasgottobeperfectaswell.

“Itwasacoincidence,buthisgrandson,Landyn,cametoNewAllianceBanktoparticipateinanevent,

andIbumpedintohim,”informedJennieasshegrinned.

“Butwouldheagreetothemarriage?Zoey’snetworthisfiftybillion,butthatisnotalot.”

TheBlacks’worrieshadshifted.Now,theyfeltliketheyweren’tgoodenoughforhim.

Jenniechuckledandreplied,“Youguysprobablydon’tknowaboutthis,butLandynwasZoey’ssenior

whenshestudiedoverseas.Hewastheonewhocametome,andhewasdelightedwhenheheardthat

Zoeygotadivorce.Ithinkhewilldefinitelyagreetoawedding.Moreover,IheardthatLandyntriedto

courtZoeybackinthedays…”

“Thatisgreatnews!”

TheBlackswereallexcitedandhappytohearit.

Theycouldfinallymergewithapowerfulfamily!



Chapter632

OrientalStarGroup.

IntheCEO’soffice.

“Ms.Lopez,somethingbadseemstohavehappened,”saidSylasallofasudden.

Zoeywasstunned,“Huh?Somethinghappened?”

“Checkitout.Therearealotofcarsparkedonthegroundfloor,”informedSylas,whowasstaringout

thewindow.

Zoeywalkedovertotakealook.

Aspromised,tenRolls-RoycewereparkedattheentranceofOrientalStarGroup’sbuilding.

Multiplemenintuxedosgotoutofthecarsandstoodattheside.



Afterthat,atallguyinawhitetuxedogotoutofoneofthecars.

Helookedlikeamixed-blood,andhismereappearancegotthespectatorstopraisehisbeauty.

HebroughthismenandwalkedrightintoOrientalStarGroup.

Whenasked,theman’ssubordinateshowedthereceptionistandthesecurityguardhisidentitycard.

Theywereletinimmediatelyafter.

“PleasetakemetoMs.Lopez,”requestedtheman.

ThemanwasbroughttoZoey’sofficesoonafter.

“Huh?Landyn?”blurtedZoey,whorecognizedtheman.

Thatwastheseniorwhocourtedherwhenshewasanexchangestudentinaforeigncountry.



Theguyevengaveheranextravagantgiftwhenshegotmarried.

“Yourememberedme?”askedLandynashegrinned.

“HowcouldIforget?Youhelpedmeoutalotbackinthedays,”repliedZoeywithasmile.

SylashadherguardupasshestaredatLandyn.

ShehadbeenpayingattentiontothemenaroundZoeyeversinceshereceivedherordersfromLevi.

Sylasdidn’tliketheguystandinginfrontofher.Not.One.Bit!

“Aren’tyouworkingoverseas,Landyn?Whatbroughtyouhere?”askedZoeycuriously.

Landynchuckled.“Aww,thatprovesthatyouhaveneverpaidanyattentiontome.Iamactuallya

citizenofErudia.”



“Huh?Iknowthatyou’reamixed-blood,butIneverrealizedthatyou’refromErudia,”blurtedZoeyin

surprise.

“Yeah,mygrandpaanddadarefromSouthHamptonwhilemymomisfromaforeigncountry.”

“Oh,Isee.”

LandynhadhiseyesonZoeywhenheasked,“Bytheway,Zoey,Iheardthatyougotdivorced.”

“I…”saidZoey,whodidn’tquiteknowhowtoexplainthesituation.

Apieceofpapercouldn’tchangetheloveshesharedwithLevi.

Moreover,Leviplannedonthrowinganotherwedding,so…

“Hahaha,yeah,Iknowallaboutit,”saidLandyn,whothenadded,“DoIhaveashotwithyounow?”

Zoeywasstunnedtohearthatquestionallofasudden.



Shecouldn’tturnhimdownevenifshewantedto.

Afterall,sheandLevihadsignedthepapersandwereofficiallydivorced.

Hence,Landynhadeveryrighttocourther.

“Let’snotjokeaboutthat,Landyn.Iamfocusedonmycareerandhavenoplantoworryaboutmy

personallifeforthetimebeing,”repliedZoeypolitelywithasmile.

“Youneedamantokeepyousafe.Hasn’tthepasttwodaystaughtyouanything?Yourbusinessis

growingexponentially,andthedangeryou’llfacewillonlybecomeworse,”remindedLandynashe

grinned.

Givenhisinfluence,itwaseasyforhimtolearnallaboutwhatZoeyhadbeenthrough.

Zoeywassurprised.Sheturnedtohimandasked,“Wait,wereyoutheonewhorescuedme?”

Zoeysuddenlyrecalledhowtheexpertwhosavedhercouldn’tspeakthelanguagewellandsounded



likeaforeigner.

Thinkingback,thatmancouldbeLandyn’ssubordinate.

“Ijustrememberedthattheguywhorescuedmehasaheavyaccent,”blurtedZoeyhappily.

Sylasstoodnervouslyattheside.

Shewantedtovoiceup,butshewasnotinapositiontodoso.

TheonewhosavedyouwasHades,andhewasthereonLevi’sorders!

SylasturnedtoLandyn.Shewascuriousabouthowhewouldreply.

LandynwasalsostunnedwhenheheardwhatZoeysaid.

“Aww,youguessedit.Thattakesallthefunandmysteryoutofit.Yeah,you’reright.I’mtheonewho

senttheguytokeepyousafe,andIamtheonewhopersonallydealtwiththematter,”claimedLandyn



withastraightfaceon.

Uponhearingthat,Sylasfeltlikevomitingblood.

Chapter633

Justhowshamelessisthisguy?Howdareyouclaimallthemerit?TheGodofWarwastheone

responsibleforit,andithasnothingtodowithyou!Besides,whatmakesyouthinkyoucangetHades

toworkforyou?LNationmightbeasmallcountry,butheisstillaGodofWar!

“Huh?Soitreallyisyou,Landyn?Thankyousomuch!”repliedZoeywithasmile.

“Iwasn’tgoingtotellyouanything,butyouguesseditall,”saidLandynashegrinned.

Landynshamelesslyadmittedtoitbecausehedidn’tseeanyissuearisingfromhislies.

AllhehadtodowasgetsomeonetocontactHadesandgettheguyunderhispayroll.

“Thankyouforrescuingmeandmyfamilywhilewewereingravedanger,”saidZoeyappreciatively.



“Iwillkeepyousafefortherestofyourlife,”promisedLandynbeforeheadded,“Alright,I’lltakemy

leavenowsoIdon’tdisruptyouworking.”

LandyncouldtellthatZoeyfeltawkward,soheleftimmediately.

Afterall,hewasasmartman,andheknewhowtotakeadvantagewithoutoverstepping.

AfterleavingOrientalStarGroup.

Onesubordinateasked,“Givenyourbackground,youcanhaveanywomanyouwant,sowhyher?Zoey

Lopezseemsprettyordinary.”

“It’strue.Therearetonsofwomenjustlikeheroutthere,”chimedinanothersubordinate.

Landynrepliedwithasmile,“Totellyouboysthetruth,Ihavehadhundredsofwomen,andnoonehad

everrejectedmyadvancesbefore.Shewasthefirst,andIfeellikesheisspecial.ThereisnoreasonI

can’tconquerthatwoman.”

Theothersgrinnedmischievously.TheyfinallyunderstoodwhatLandynwasaimingfor.



“Besides,grandpaisgravelyill,andthefortunetellersaidthatIcanrepelallbadluckifImarrythat

woman.Onlythenwouldgrandpa’sillnessbecured.Theweddingwouldalsobringgoodfortunetothe

Gatesfamily.Inshort,sheisnothingbutatooltobringgoodluckandcuregrandpa.Itjustsohappens

thatIwanttoconquerheraswell,sothere’sthat.WhyelsewouldImarryadivorcee?”informed

Landynashesmiled.

EveryoneinstantlyunderstoodthatmarryingZoeywasprimarilytobringgoodfortune.

Thatnight.

EveryonewassmilingwhenZoeygothome,andthatgotZoeysuspicious.

“Zoey,Ifoundagreatsuitorforyou,”informedMeredithwithasmile.

“What?”blurtedZoey,whowasstunned.

“Zoey,thissuitorisreallysomethingelse.HisgrandfatheristhepresidentoftheSouthHampton

ChamberofCommerce,hisfatheristheheadoftheNewAllianceBankinErudia,andhismotheristhe

presidentoftheAssociationofForeignEnterprises.



Totopitoff,hismaternalgrandfatherisalsoroyaltyinaforeigncountry!Hisfamilyownshundredsof

banks,andanyonewhowantedtodobusinessinSouthHamptonwouldneedhisfamily’spermission

first,”informedJennie.

Itsoundedexaggerated,butitwastrue.

“Givenhisfamilybackground,theactualguydoesn’tseemsoimportant,butZoey,heisamazingaswell!

Heownsoveradozenracecarclubsandabouttenelectroniccompanies.Hisinfluenceiseverywhere!

Heisalsotall,handsome,andisamixed-blood.Hebasicallydoesn’thaveanyshortcomings.”

EveryonehadpraisedLandynsomuchthatitsoundedlikehewasanangelfromheaven.

RealizationdawnedonZoeysoonafter.

They’reprobablytalkingaboutLandyn.

“Oh,andyouactuallyknowthisguy,Zoey,”addedJennie.

ThatconfirmedZoey’ssuspicion.



“Thankyouforalltheeffortyouputin,grandma,butIwon’tbedealingwithmypersonallifeatthe

moment.Ihavemyeyessetonmycareer,andthisisacrucialmoment,soIdon’twantanyoneto

distractme,”repliedZoeypolitely.

“Hahaha…”

Meredithlaughedaloud.

“Zoey,ifthisisjustanordinaryguylikeLeviGarrison,Idefinitelywouldn’tlethimgetinthewayofyour

career.However,wearetalkingabouttheheiroftheGatesfamily!Marryinghimwouldnotnegatively

affectyourcareer.Infact,itwouldgiveyourcareeratremendousboost!”

Theotherschimedinaswell.“It’strue.Allittakesisonewordfromhim,andyouwillberaisedtothe

top.”

“I’vealsolookedintothematterandknowthatheusedtocourtyou.Hehasbeeninlovewithyouthis

entiretime,Zoey,”saidJennieasshegrinned.

Meredithalsoinsisted,“Zoey,thisweddingmusthappen,andIwillbeplanningforit.”

Chapter634



TheBlackfamilywasoverjoyed.

MeredithandRoberthadalreadymadetheirdecisions.

TheywereonlyinformingZoeyaboutit.

“Grandpa,Grandma,I…”

ZoeywasabouttospeakwhenRobertinterrupted,“Zoey,youhavenoreasonnottolikehim.My

decisionisfinal.”

“Dad,Mom,Mr.Gatesishere!”

Instantly,Jennierushedoutsidetowelcomehimin.

LandynGateshadarrivedwithtenRolls-Royce.

Hissubordinatesweretheonestocarryhismanygifts.



TheyslowlymovedthemintotheBlackfamily’shome.

Robertandtherestweregrinningfromeartoear.

ItwasthenZoeyrealizedthatshehadbeensoldbyherfamily.

Theyhadmadetheirdecisiononthismatteralongtimeago.

AllsheneededtodowastomarryLandyn.

“Herearesomesmallgifts.Ihopeyou’llacceptit,”Landynutteredpolitely.

The“smallgifts”hementionedwereexpensiveandraresupplements.

ThesmilesontheBlackswidened.



EvenGrahamandFelixhadcome.

Afterall,KurtGateswasthePresidentoftheSouthHamptonChamberofCommerce.

Hewaswealthierthanmanycountries,andhehadacertainamountofcontrolovertheeconomy.

Hisstatusinthesocietywasmuchhigherthanthem.

GrahamandFelixpraised,“Thisisamazing.He’sreputableyetfriendly!GodmustfavorZoeyforherto

beabletomarryamanlikehim!”

Meanwhile,AaronandCaitlynhadreturnedfromNorthHampton.WhentheysawLandyn,theywere

thrilled.

SomeoneasgreatashimisinterestedinZoey?

“Zoey,lookathowmanycapableyoungmenyouhavemissedoutonbecauseofLevi,”Caitlyngrumbled.



Aaronlaughedboisterously.“Ilikethisson-in-law!”

Caitlynurged,“Dad,Mom,you’llbetheonestodecide.Hurryupandsettletheirmarriage.”

TheyleftnoroomforZoeytopitchinheropinion.

Infact,shewasevenchasedoutoftheconversation.

“Don’tmeddleinthis.We’lldecidethisforyou.We’reonlydoingthisforyourowngood,”Caitlynfumed.

Atthemanor.

TheBlacks,theZachses,Landyn,andZoey’sparentswerehavingadiscussionaboutZoey’smarriage.

“Whatwe’rehopingforistoletthetwoofyouengageandmarryasquicklyaspossible.Whataboutyou?

Whatareyourparents’thoughts?”Meredithasked.



Landynsmiled.“Mygrandpaandparentstoldmeit’suptome.Howaboutthis?Let’spickadateforthe

engagementfirst.”

MeredithandtheotherswereecstatictohearLandyn’sagreementonit.

“I’velookedatthedates.Thedayaftertomorrowisanauspiciousday.Whydon’twesetthe

engagementonthatday?”Robertsuggested.

“Sure.Noproblem.Mygrandpaandparentswillbetheretoo,”Landynlaughed.

EveryoneintheGatesfamilyknewaboutit.

Recently,Kurthadfallenill,andthedoctorshadsaidthathemightnothavelongleft.

Afortune-tellerhadtoldthemthatLandynhadtomarryZoeytochangehisfate.Thatway,Kurtwould

recoverfromhisillness.

Furthermore,theirmarriagewouldbringfortunetoLandyn.



MarryingZoeybroughtnodisadvantagestotheGatesfamily.

Inotherwords,Zoeywasbutatoolforthem.

TheGatesfamilyhadonlychosenherbecauseLandynlikedherandbecauseshewasavirgin.

Otherwise,Kurtwouldneverlethisgrandsonmarryadivorcedwoman.

TheirmarriagewasonlyforthesakeofKurt’sillness.

Indifferentcircumstances,theGatesfamilywouldhavebeenhumiliatedbytheirchoice.

“Nowthatallofyouhaveagreedtoit,whataboutZoey?I’mafraidthatshewon’tagreetothis

marriage,”Landynsaid.

Thecrowdstiffenedbeforetheysharedalook.

Caitlynsmiled.“Don’tworry,Mr.Gates.Zoeyisbeyonddelighted.Whywouldn’tsheagreewithit?”
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Aaronadded,“That’sright.IfZoeydidn’tagreetoit,she’llalreadybekickingupafuss.Butlook.She’s

nowheretobefound,sothatmeanssheagreestoit.”

TheBlackfamilywerelyingthroughtheirteeth.

JenniewaskeepinganeyeonZoeyandmakingsurethatthelattercouldnotevengetachancetospeak.

“Isthatso?I’mrelievedthen.We’llhavetheengagementonthedayaftertomorrowatStardustHotel.

Myfamilywillcometoo,”Landynreplied.

“Ofcourse.We’llmeetagainonthedayafternext.”

Meredithandtheotherscouldnotkeeptheirsmilesofftheirfaces.

Soon,theshockingnewsspreadacrossSouthCity.

ThegrandsonofKurt,Landyn,wasmarryingthegranddaughteroftheBlackfamily.



AsKurt’sgrandson,Landynwasinstantlyplacedunderthespotlight.

Afterall,KurtwasaprominentfigureintheSouthHamptoncorporateworld.

Everyneighboringcountryhadheardofhisname.

HewasthepresidentoftheSouthHamptonChamberofCommerce.

Hewasthemanwhoruledovertheeconomy.

TheGatesfamilywerelikeroyals.

Theyownedhundredsofprivatebanks.

Zoey,too,wasinthespotlight.



Shewasmarriedforsixyearsbeforeshedivorced,andherex-husbandhadbeeninjailforsixyears.

Essentially,itwasasifshehadnevermarried.

Furthermore,theBlackshadintentionallyslanderedLevi’sreputation.TheytoldthepublicthatLeviwas

ahorriblemanwhohadleftherafterreceivingtenmillionfromthem.Nottomention,Levihadrefused

toadmitthathehadtakenthebriberyfromtheBlacks.

Withthat,manywerecursingatLevi.

Soon,theentireSouthCityfoundoutaboutZoeyandLandyn’sengagement.

EventhecitizensofSouthHamptonhadfoundoutaboutit.

AcommotionbrokeoutintheupperechelonsocietyinSouthCity.

ThereasonbeingKurtwouldbeattendinghisgrandson’sengagementthedayafterthenext.



ForamanlikehimtocometoSouthCitywasasthoughGodhimselfwasarriving.

AnyonewhomanagedtobuildarelationshipwithKurtwouldhaveabrightfuturesecured.

Manyupper-classfamiliesbegantoenvytheBlackfamily.Theycouldbarelybelievetheirgoodluckin

havingaunionmarriagewiththeGatesfamily.

TheBlackfamilywasdestinedtobeapowerfulfamilyinSouthCity.Infact,itwaslikelythattheywould

risetobecomethewealthiestfamilythere.

Inthecourseofjustoneafternoon,dozensofsignificantfigurescametovisittheBlackfamily.

Onceuponatime,thesepeoplelookeddownontheBlackfamily.

BothMeredithandRobertwerebeyondexcited.

Fromnowon,theBlackswouldhaveconnectionswithpeopleinthemilitary,corporate,andpolitical

world.



TheyhadRussellinthemilitaryworld,Loganinthepoliticalworld,andZoeyinthecorporateworld.

TheBlackfamilywasabouttorisetothetop.

EvenCaitlynandAaronweresighingindisbeliefattheconsequencesofZoeyandLevi’sdivorce.

ThefactthattheyweregoingtobeLandyn’sfutureparents-in-lawstunnedthem.

Fromnowon,theywerefreetodoanythinginErudiaandevenSouthHampton.

Theydarednotimaginethisinthepast.

“You’restilltooinexperienced.IfZoeyhadbeenbymysideearlier,thiswouldhavehappenedlongago,”

Meredithlamented.

Aaronflashedheranembarrassedsmile.“Mom,you’redefinitelymuchbetteratplanningthanus.”



“Hahaha!Ofcourse!”

MeredithandRobertwereproudofhowthingshadturnedout.

Justthen,Zoeyranovertothem.

ShehadjustfoundoutaboutherengagementwithLandyn;theBlackfamilyhadnevertoldheraboutit.

ShecouldnotbelievethattheentireSouthCityhadheardaboutitbuther.

“Grandpa,Grandma,whydidyouarrangeamarriageformewithoutaskingformyopinion?Whydid

everyonefindoutabouttheengagementbeforeIdid?”Zoeyseethed.

“Zoey,yourmarriagehasbeendecided.Thisisallforyourowngood.”Meredithwavedherhands

dismissively.

“No!Idon’tagreewiththismarriage.Idon’tevenlovehim!”Zoeyrejected.



“Thenwhodoyoulove?”Meredithaskedinagravetone.

“TheoneIloveisLeviGarrison!”
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Herwordsmadeeveryonepresentstopintheirtracks.

ShestilllovesLevi?

EveryonehadthoughtthatZoeyhadgivenuponLevi.

“I’llbehonestwithallofyou.Iwon’tmarryagain.EvenifIdo,theonlyhusbandthatI’llacceptisLevi,”

Zoeyannouncedwithalookofresolveinhereyes.

“You…”

Meredithjumpedtoherfeet,furious.Atthatmoment,shewastemptedtoslapZoey.

“Youdon’thaveachoice.YoumustmarryLandyn,andyoumustattendtheengagementceremony



tomorrow,”Meredithhissed.

“Sylas,keepaneyeonher,”Robertordered.

ItwasthenSylasargued,“Althoughit’snotmyplacetosayanything,Istillwanttosaymypiece.It’s

inappropriateforMs.LopeztomarryintotheGatesfamily.It’srumoredthattheGatesfamilyagreedto

Landyn’smarriagewithMs.LopezbecausetheyneedhertochangeKurt’sfate.Ifshemarriesintothe

Gatesfamily,shewon’tbehappy.She’snothingbutatoolforthem!”

“Nonsense!”

Meredithslammedherhandontothetable.

“Areyoutellingmethatyoubelieveinthosebaselessrumors?”

Meredithraged,“Furthermore,Mr.GatestrulylovesZoey.Heusedtocourther,andthatisafact.Zoey

willonlybehappierafterhermarriage.Shewon’thaveahardtimethere.”

“Mrs.Black,I’vedonemyinvestigation.Mr.Gateshasachaoticprivatelife.Hehasbeenwithmorethan

hundredsofwomen.He’sablackhole,andyou’repushingMs.Lopezintoit!”Sylasargued.



“Stopwithyournonsense!You’reslanderingMr.Gates.Ifyoudon’twanttodoyourjob,youcanquit

it!”Meredithroared.

“I-”

SylaswantedtodoasMeredithsaid.

However,whenshethoughtabouthowLevihadtaskedherwithprotectingZoey,shedecidedtostay.

“Iwon’tmarryhim.Grandma,you’dbettergiveup.”

Zoeywasuncompromising.

Meredithscoffed,“Areyoustillhopingtomarrythathorribleman,Levi?”

“YourGrandma’sright.Afterall,he’ssomeonethattooktenmillionbutliedandsaidhethrewitintothe

trashcan,”Robertadded.



“Exactly.Herefusedtoadmititdespiteusexposinghimonthespot.Thatmanisnothingbuta

shamelesspieceoftrash.”

Bynow,theotherswerefurioustoo.

“You…”

Zoeywasabouttorefutethem,butsherealizedshedidnothaveanyevidencetobackherselfup.

Leftwithnootherchoices,shesilentlyenduredtheirwords.

“Sylas,takeherbacktoherroomtorest.Shewillattendtheengagementceremonytomorrowand

that’sfinal,”Meredithcommanded.

Thus,SylascouldonlybringZoeyaway.

Iftheystayed,theywouldonlybecomemoreinfuriated.



“Lookatyourdaughter.Issheblind?WhyisshestilllongingforLevi?”Meredithspat.

Robertwassolemnashemuttered,“Ifthingsdon’tworkout,I’llchaseLeviaway.Ifhedoesn’tappearin

herlineofsight,shewon’tthinkabouthim.”

“That’sagoodidea.Let’sjustchaseLeviawayonceandforall,”theothersgavetheirapprovals.

TheyweresickofLevisinceforever.

NowthatLeviwasstoppingtheBlackfamilyfrombecomingoneofthewealthiest,theywouldnotstand

asideanddonothing.

“Onceshe’sengagedtomorrow,hewouldn’tdaretoharassheranymore.TheGatesfamilywillsurely

destroyhimifhedarestopesterZoeyagain,”Meredithchortled.

Rightthen,Russellrushedtowardthem,draggingaservantoftheBlackfamily,Zeekalongwithhim.

“What’sgoingon?”



EveryoneturnedtolookatRussell,curious.

RussellshotaglareatZeekbeforehesneered,“He’stheonewhopickedupthetenmillioncheck.

We’vewrongedLevi.Hereallydidthrowthecheckintothetrashcan.”
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RussellwasgladthathecouldexposetheinjusticedonetoLevi.

“Fromthebeginning,I’vesuspectedsomeonehadpickedupthecheck.Therefore,Iaskedmyfriend

whoworksinanITdepartmenttolookintoit.Finally,Ifoundoutthatourservant,Zeek,wastheone

whohadtakenit,”Russellexplained.

MeredithandRobertgaveZeekasternlook.“Didyoutakeit?”

Zeekcollapsedontothegroundashebegged,“Mr.Black,Mrs.Westbrook,indeed,Iwastheonewho

hadtakenit.Thatday,IsawLevithrowitintothetrashcan,soItookitwithouttellinganyoneaboutit.

Pleasedon’tcallthepolice.I’veonlyusedahundredthousand.I’llreturnyoutherest!”

Afterrealizingwhathadhappened,MeredithandRoberthuffedinrage.



TheywerenotangrythatZeekhadbeentheonewhohadtakenthecheck,rather,theywereangrythat

hehadbeenfoundout.

Afterall,Leviwasmeanttobetheonewhohadtakenit.

EveryonehadaccusedLevioftakingthetenmillionforhimself.

Theyhadneverthoughtthatsomeonewouldinvestigatethematter.

NowthatitwasrevealedLeviwasnottheonewhotookthemoney,theyfelthumiliated.

Russelllaughed,“Grandpa,Grandma,Iwasright.Leviwouldn’tdosomethinglikethat.Let’stellZoey

aboutitandclearhisname!”

“Holdon.”Meredithstoppedhimbeforeinstructing,“Russell,youdon’tneedtobotheryourselfwith

thismatteranymore.Gobackandpretendasifyouknewnothing.”

ShethenturnedtoinstructZeek,“Icanforgiveyouforthis,Zeek,andIcanturnablindeyetothe

amountyou’vespent.Butyou’llneedtoagreetomyterms.”



“I’llagreetoanything!”

“Good.Fromnowon,nomatterwhoasksyouaboutit,you’llsaythatLevididn’tthrowthecheckinto

thetrashcan.You’lltellthemthatyouwitnesshimleavingwiththecheckinhishands!”Meredith

ordered.

“I-Iunderstand!I’lldefinitelydothat,”repliedZeekimmediately.

“Good.Nowleave.Pretendyou’venevertakenthecheckforyourself.Levi’stheonewhohadtakenthe

tenmillion,”Meredithrepeated.

RussellstaredatMeredithindisbelief.“Grandma,howcanyoutwistthefacts?Levididn’tdoit.Why

mustyoupintheblameonhim?”

RusselldidnotapproveoftheBlackfamily’smethods.

“Russell,youmustkeepyourlipssealedaboutthis.Nevertellanyone,especiallyZoey!”Meredith

snapped.



“Why,Grandma?Givemeareason!”Russellexclaimed.

“Ha.YouknowfullwellthattherumorsofLevitakingthetenmillionforhimselfhavespreadacrossthe

city.TheBlackfamilywastheonewhoslanderedhisreputation.Ifyoutellthepublicthetruth,you’llbe

humiliatingtheBlackfamily.Whatwillhappentoourfamilythen?”Meredithquestioned.

Russellgaveasolemnsmile,“DoesthatmeanwecandestroyLevi’slifefortheBlackfamily’s

reputation?”

Roberthissed,“That’sright.WhoisheincomparisonwiththeBlackfamily’sreputation?”

Russellbreathedoutatremblinglaugh.“Fine.Verywell.Doasyoupleasethen.Soonerorlater,you’ll

understandwhattheBlackfamilyhasdonewrong.You’llhavemissedanopportunityyou’llregretfor

therestofyourlife.”

“Hahaha!It’sjustLevi.Whatwillwetrulymiss?”Thecrowddisagreed.

Withthat,Russellleft,huffingfuriously.



Hisgrandparentswhohethoughtwererighteouspeople,weretheonestoorchestratethis.

Hewasthoroughlydisappointed.

HeimmediatelycalledLevi.

Meanwhile,LeviwasatNorthHamptondesigninghisnewfamilyhomewhenhisphonerang.

“What’swrong,Russell?”

“Badnews,Levi.Zoeyisgoingtobeengagedtomorrow!”
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ThenewsstruckLevilikeaboltfromtheblue.

Zoeyisgettingengage?

ButI’mstillatNorthHampton.WhoisZoeygoingtogetengagedto?



AfterRussellwalkedhimthroughthesituation,ragenearlyconsumedLevi.

HeoncehadagoodimpressionofMeredithandRobert,attheveryleast,theyleftabetterimpression

onhimthanHarrydid.

However,nowitseemedlikenoonecouldsticktotheirmoralswhenpowerandmoneywereinvolved.

“Timeandplace,”Levidemanded.

“StardustHotelatten,”Russellreplied.

“Gotit.”

Thenextday.

AttheBlackfamily’smanor.



MeredithandCaitlynforcedZoeytodressherselfupfortheceremony.

Rightthen,afleetofcarsarrivedoutsidethemanor.

Harry,Henry,andtheothershadarrived.

EventheLopezfamilyoftheSouthCitywashere.

WhenHarryheardZoeywasabouttomarryarichmanofSouthHampton,hehadhurriedtoSouthCity

overnight.

AsfortheLopezfamily,theyoncerefusedtoacknowledgeHarry’sfamilyasapartoftheLopezfamily.

However,whentheyheardZoeywasmarryingLandyn,theycameinstantly.

Now,theywereallclaimingZoeyasoneoftheLopezfamily.

“Oneofusisengagingtoday.Obviously,theLopezfamilyhastobehere,”Harrysaid.



Atthesametime,theLopezfamilyofSouthCityadded,“We’reproudthatsomeonelikeyouisinthe

Lopezfamily.”

AstheLopezfamilyofSouthCitywasreputable,theBlackfamilywasmorethanhappytowelcome

themdespiteknowingthattheformerwasonlyheretobutteruptheGatesfamily.

Zoeywasexasperated.

Dotheythinkofanyoneelsebutthemselves?

Dotheyfeelanythingforothers?

“Congratulations,Zoey!Itoldyouyoushouldn’tsticktoLevi.He’sbutaburdenforyou.Lookathow

greatyouarenow.You’reabouttomarryintoagenuine,wealthyfamily!”Shaun,Melanie,andthe

othersmutteredastheylaughed.

“Leviistheworstoftheworst.HegaveupZoeyfortenmillion!”

“Iknow,right.Ievenheardheinsistedthathehadthrownthecheckintothetrashcandespitetaking



themoneyforhimself.”

Everyonechatteredaway.

Attheside,Russellwasdispleasedtoheartheirwords.

WhydoesLevihavetoenduretheseslanderssilently?

Atthesametime,Zeekhadanashenface.

Itwasasthoughhewasafraidsomeonewouldaskhimaboutthematter.

Russellcouldnothelpbutmumble,“No…”

Meredithstoppedhimimmediately.“Russell,whatareyoutryingtodo?Areyoutryingtohumiliatethe

Blackfamily?”

“I…”



Andso,Russellcouldonlyswallowhiswords.

Soon,everyoneheadedtoStardustHotel.

ManyofthemwerekeepinganeyeonZoey,fearingthatshewouldescape.

AfleetofluxuriouscarswasparkedrightoutsidetheStardustHotel.

Peoplefromtheupper-classsocietywereallgatheredheretoday.

Althoughtheywereunabletojointheengagementbanquetwithoutaninvitation,theywereherein

hopesofmeetingKurt.

Meanwhile,theGatesfamilyhadlongarrived.

LikeLandyn,hisfather,Fred,lookedlikeacapableman,exudinganimposingaura.



Afterall,hewasthemanwhohadcontroloverhundredsofprivatebanks.

HehadthenicknameoftheGodofWealthwithinthecorporateworld.

Inotherwords,hewasrich.

BesidehimwasLandyn’smother,aforeignwoman.Sheexudedanobleaurathatattractedthepeople’s

gazesyetkeptthematadistance.

ShewasthepresidentoftheAssociationofForeignEnterprises;shehadasayineveryforeign

enterprisethatenteredthelocalmarket.

AfterFredandhiswifegaveZoeyaonce-over,theynoddedinsatisfaction.

“Thisway.”

Withthat,MeredithandtheothersenteredStardustHotel.
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Everyonewasanxious.

TheywereabouttomeetthelegendaryKurtGates.

Inthehotel,anoldmaninhiswheelchairwascoughingquietly.

WhentheysawKurt,thecrowdwasdumbfounded.

TheythoughtKurtwouldbeanimposingandhealthyman;theyhadnotexpectedtoseeasickly-looking

frailmansittinginawheelchair.

Forsomereason,therumorsofZoeymarryingintothefamilytochangeKurt’slucksurfacedintheir

minds.

Zoeywasallbutatool.

CaitlynandAaronweretheonesthatsufferedthemostshock.



TheyfeltasthoughtheyhadreallysentZoeytohell.

Kurtslowlyopenedhisunfocusedeyesandasked,“They’rehere?”

“Grandpa,thisisZoey.”

Landynpointedtothewoman.

Kurtstraightenedhisbackandstartedsizingherup.

Besidehimwasamiddle-agedmaninasuit.Hewhispered,“Mr.Gates,sheistheone.”

Thatmanwasnoneotherthanthefortune-tellerwhotoldthemthatKurtwouldrecoverfromhisillness

afterZoeymarriedintothefamily.

“Verywell.It’sherthen.Pickadatequicklyandgetmarriedsoon,”Kurturged.



Hisimpatiencewasaudibletoeveryonepresent.

Thefortune-tellermurmured,“Mr.Gates,fivedayslaterwillbetheperfectdateforthewedding.”

Aftersweepinghisgazeacrossthecrowd,Kurtnodded.“Allrightthen.Let’sgettheengagement

ceremonydoneassoonaspossible.We’llholdtheweddinginfivedays’time.”

“W-What?”

HiswordsstupefiedMeredithandRobert.

That’shasty!

It’sasthoughtheweddingisn’tofanyimportancetothem.

AllKurtneededwasawordfromthefortune-tellerbeforethemarriagedatewasset.



Bynow,Meredithandtheotherswerestartingtowonderiftherumorshadbeentrue.

ThatZoeywasbutatoolforKurt’sillness.

AndthattheGatesfamilywasuninterestedinhavingZoeyastheirdaughter-in-law.

Butthatdidnotmattertothem.

Regardlessofwhethershewasatoolorgenuinefeelingswereinvolved,Zoeywasgoingtobecome

Landyn’slegalwife.

Thiswassomethingeveryoneknew—thatZoeyLopezwasdestinedtobecomethedaughter-in-lawof

theGatesfamily.

Moreover,Landyn’sloveforZoeywasgenuine.

SinceKurtwashereinSouthCitydespitetheseverityofhisillness,thatmeantthismarriagewas

importanttohim.



Hence,thismarriagehadtocontinue.

BoththeBlackfamilyandtheLopezfamilysharedthesamethought,ZoeymustmarryintotheGates

family.

“Ihopeyoudon’tmindthatmyfatherisinpoorhealth.Letusbegintheengagementceremonynow,”

Fredannounced.

“Soundsgoodtome.Let’sstarttheengagementceremony.Asfortheweddingdate,theGatesfamily

willbetheonetoarrangeit,”Meredithansweredwithasmile.

Fredreturnedthesmile.“Fromnowon,we’reafamily.Theweddingwillbesomethingbothfamilies

shalldiscusstogether.”

Justastheengagementceremonywasabouttobegin,Zoeyabruptlyvoicedoutloud,“I’msorry,Landyn.

Ican’tgetengagewithyou,norcanImarryyou.”

Zoey’swordsstrucklikelightningtoeveryonepresent.

EvenLandynwasstunned.



HehadthoughtthatZoeywasherebecauseshehadagreedtoit.

Anxious,Meredithshouted,“Zoey,whatareyousaying?Shutupnow!”

Fred’sexpressionturneddarkerthannight.HestaredatZoeyandqueried,“Youdon’twanttomarrymy

son?”

Zoeyshookherhead.“That’sright,Idon’twanttomarryyourson.”

“Hahaha!”

Suddenly,Fredburstintolaughter.

She’sobviouslydisrespectingtheGatesfamily.

Ihaveneverheardofanyonesayingnoduringtheengagementceremony.



“Zoey,whatareyoutalkingabout?Youhavetomarryhim!”Meredithbellowed.

ShewasnotgoingtogiveZoeyanychancetoprotest.

Fredsneered,“That’sright.We’realreadyholdingtheengagementceremony.Evenifyousayno,you

stillhavetodoit.”

“Zoey,it’snotlikeyouhaveachoice,”Landynlaughed.

Rightthen,aroarechoedinthehall.“Letmetakealookatwhoaretheonestryingtoputmywifeina

toughspot.Doyouhaveadeathwish?”
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Agroupofmenrushedinfromoutsideasamanoftallstatureemerged.

ThatmanwasnoneotherthanLevi.

Thecrowdgaspedinshockatthesightofhim.



“Darling,”Zoeycalledoutsoftly.

Despitereceivingthedivorcecertificate,Leviwouldalwaysbeherhusband.

“Honey,withmehere,nooneisgoingtoharmyouanymore.”

LevipulledZoeyintohisembrace.

Thecrowdwasstunnedandstaredatthemindisbelief,especiallytheGatesfamilywhosefaceswereall

redinanger.

Forastrangertogatecrashtheirengagementbanquetandembracetheirfuturedaughter-in-law,itwas

agrievousinsult.

Furthermore,LevirubbedsaltintheirwoundsbyclaimingZoeyashiswife,utterlyhumiliatingtheGates

family.

Landynclosedhiseyesandtookadeepbreath.



FortheGatesfamily,itwasjustamatterofpride.

Butforhim,hewasbeingblatantlycheatedon.

Howwashegoingtofacetheworldafterthat?

Meanwhile,theBlackandtheLopezfamilieswerestupefied.

NooneexpectedLeviandZoeytoputonsuchaspectacle,whichwasadirectprovocationaimedatthe

Gatesfamily.

BydeclaringthattheladyLandynwasengagedtowashiswife,LevihumiliatedLandynoutright.

Meanwhile,Meredith’sheartsankassheknewsomethingdisastrouswasgoingtohappen.

FredGatesletoutalongsigh.



Thisisunacceptable.Icannottolerateanyofthis!

Nomatterwhat,theGatesfamily’sreputationneedstobesafeguarded.

Thismatterhastobekeptasecretevenifeveryonehastodie.

HeturnedtolookatMeredithandtheothers.

“Didyouarrangethis?”Freddemanded.

Despitehiscalmtone,itwasobviousthathewassuppressinghisanger.

“Mr.Gates,youmisunderstand.Thishasnothingtodowithus.Furthermore,theyaredivorcedandwe

evenhavethedocumentstoproveit,”Meredithexplainedwithapanickedlook.

TheBlackandtheLopezfamilieswerefrightenedofoffendingtheGatesfamily.

Atthispoint,theymightaswellpreparethemselvestobedestroyed.



AaronandCaitlynwereinfuriatedasLevifoiledtheirplansyetagain.

Isheouttothrowaspannerinourworkseverytime?

“Grandma,wetoldyoulongagothatifLevidoesn’trepent,weshouldhavekickedhimout.Butnow,

thematterhasalreadyescalated,”Jennieroaredfuriously.

Meredith,Robert,andHarrywerealltremblingwithrageastheycouldn’twaittokillLevi.

HewasresponsibleforcausingtheBlackandLopezfamiliesalotofgrief.

Hence,hedeservedtobenailedonthepillarofshame.

“Mr.Gates,thisisallLevi’sowndoing.IthasnothingtodowiththeBlackandLopezfamilies.”

EveryoneatthescenepointedtheirfingersatLevi.



FredandLandynthenlookedtowardshim.

“Don’tyouknowZoeyisgettingengagedtomysontoday?”Fredaskedcoldly.

Levireplied,“Ido.”

“Inthatcase,howdareyoucomehereandevencallheryourwife.What’sthemeaningofthis?Areyou

heretocausetroubleonpurpose?”

Fredraisedhisvoiceintoaloudroar,terrifyingeveryonepresent.

“IwouldliketoknowhaveyoueveraskedZoeyforheropinionontheengagement?”Leviasked.

“Ofcourseweaskedher.Zoeyherselfagreedtoit,”Landynreplied.

MeredithandRobertquicklyadded,“That’sright.We’veaskedher.Orelse,shewouldn’tbewillingto

comehere.”



Levisneered.

HeturnedtowardsZoeyandasked,“Inthatcase,infrontofeveryone,letmeaskyou.Areyouwillingto

marryLandyn?Areyouwillingtogetengagedwithhim?”

Atthatmoment,everyonewaitedforheranswerwithbatedbreath.
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AllofthemstaredatZoeyintentlyassuspensefilledtheair.

JustwhenMeredithwasabouttocomment,Fredcutheroff.“Letherspeakforherself.”

Whenshesawthateveryone’sattentionwasfocusedonher,Zoeytookadeepbreathandexclaimed,

“No!I’munwillingtodoso.”

TurningtoLandyn,Zoeyapologized.“Landyn,I’msorrytohavedisappointedyou.ButLeviistheoneI

love.”

“Ifyouwereunwilling,whydidyoucome?”someoneyelled.



“TheBlackfamilyforcedMs.Lopeztodoso,”Sylasexplained.

MeredithandRobertclosedtheireyesindespair.

It’sover!It’strulyover.

TheGatesfamilywasalotmorepowerfulthantheCaesarfamily.

JustawordfromKurtalonecouldclosealldoorsontheBlackfamily,destroyingthemasaresult.

Theatmospherebecamesilentaseveryoneawaitedtheincomingstorm.

Finally,Fredexclaimed,“You’reunwilling?Justlikethat?”

Immediately,hechangedthesubject.Loweringhisvoice,hegrowled,“Tellmethen,whatshouldthe

Gatesfamilydonow?”



“WehavepublicizedtheengagementbanquetthroughoutSouthCityandSouthHampton.Evennow,

therearetonsofpeopleoutside.Tellme,howistheGatesfamilygoingtowalkawayfromthiswithout

beinghumiliated?”

TheothermembersoftheGatesfamilyjoinedinandyelled,“Tellus!Giveusananswer!”

“I…”Zoeywasstupefiedbytheamountofpressurebeingpiledontoher.

Shedidconsiderthepossibilityofthecurrentscenariooccurringbutdidn’thaveasolutionforit.

Landynsneered,“Zoey,whatashamethatIwastedmyfeelingsonyou.Thisishowyourepayme?”

“Ifyoudisagree,whydidn’tyousaysoearlier?Whymustyouwaituntilnowtoregretyourdecision?”

“Yourex-husbandbargedinonmyengagementbanquet,embracedyou,andcalledyouhiswife.Ifthis

getsout,howamItofacetheworld?DoyouknowhowhumiliatedI’llbe?Andwhataboutthedisgrace

thiswillbringtotheGatesfamily?”

“Youowemeanexplanation.Orelse,don’tblamemeforbeingcruel.Despitemygoodnature,I’m

willingtodoanythingtoprotectmyfamily’shonor.”



AmidstLandyn’sbarrageofquestions,Meredith’sheartsanktoitslowestdepthswhenshesawhow

furioustheGatesfamilywere.

InthefaceoftheGatesfamily’squestions,Zoeywasataloss.

“Youwantananswer?Hahaha.”Leviburstoutinsuddenlaughter.

“Whatareyoulaughingat?”

LandynfeltinsultedbyLevi’sresponse.

“WhatamIlaughingat?ThereasonyouwantedtomarryZoeyisjusttocompleteyourcharade.Your

Grandpa,Kurt,isdying.Theonlyreasonyou’remarryingZoeyisbecauseafortune-tellersaidso,”Levi

repliedcoldly.

“Nonsense!There’snosuchthing,”LandynbellowedasLeviexposedhishypocrisy.

“IreallyloveZoey.Therefore,InevermarriedbecauseIwaswaitingforher.WhenIheardshegot



divorced,Iwenttoseeherimmediately.CanyoutellmehowmanymencandowhatIdid?”Landyn

roared.

“That’sright,Landynisveryloyalwhenitcomestolove.It’ssurprisingsomeoneofhisstatusiswillingto

marryadivorcee.”

“Mr.Gatesissuchagoodman!”

Thecrowdbegantopraisehim.

However,Levisneered,“Landyn,alltheseyears,youhavephilanderedwithatleastseventoeight

hundredwomenifnotinthethousands.Puttingthataside,justonthethirdoflastmonth,youeven

sleptwithahighschoolgirl.Whileontheseventh,youforcedyourselfontoamarriedwoman…”

“Youb*stard!Killhim!”Landynroaredfuriously.

ItwasobviousLevihadfoundLandyn’sweakness.
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Levismiled.“What’sthehurry?Ihaven’tevenfinished.”



“You’reslanderingme!Ihavebeencelibateformanyyears,”Landynretortedangrily.

However,everyonestaredatLandynsuspiciously.

Themoreagitatedhewas,themoreguiltyhemadehimselfouttobe.

Evenhismenhesitatedastowhethertheyshouldtakeaction.

DespitebeingfilledwithrageasheglaredangrilyatLevi,Landynwasatalossastowhattodo.

Justthen,FredsteppedforwardandpushedLandynaside.HeshoutedatLevi,“Whodoyouthinkyou

are?Sincewhendoesmyson’spersonallifeneedtobescrutinizedbyyou?”

Hecontinued,“BasedontheGatesfamilyrules,youhavecommittedfourcrimesandwillbepunished

accordingly.”

“Firstly,you’vetrespassedonanddisruptedmyson’sengagementbanquet.Secondly,youclaimedmy

son’sfiancéeasyourwife.Thirdly,youslanderedmyson.Andlastly,youdisrespectedtheGatesfamily!”



“Thepunishmentforbreakingthefourrulesistohaveyourfourlimbsbrokenonthespot.”

ThemomentFredpassedthesentence,theelitewarriorsoftheGatesfamilyguardedtheexitsto

preventLevifromfleeing.

FredthenlookedtowardstheLopezandBlackfamilies.“TheGatesfamilyisnotonetobemessedwith.

AnyonefromSouthCitythatchallengeduswillalsobepunished.”

BoththeLopezandBlackfamiliestrembledwhentheyheardhiswordsastheyknewitwasdirectedat

them.

Landyn’smotherwasevenmorefurious.SheglaredatLeviandbarked,“Kneelbeforeme!”

Shewasroyaltyfromaforeigncountryandhadalwayslookeddownuponcommoners.

Inhereyes,LeviandZoeywerejustsociety’sscum.

Howdaretheydisruptmyson’sengagementbanquet?



They’reaskingtobekilled!

TwoforeignbodyguardsapproachedtotryandtakeLevidown.

Meanwhile,Leviclappedhishandsandletoutasarcasticsmile.“Theseareseriouscrimes.I’m

impressed.”

However,hechangedhistoneimmediately.“DoestheGatesfamilynotrespectthecountry’slaws?

Sincewhendoyouhavetheauthoritytopassjudgmentonothers?”Levismiledsmugly.

WhenFredlistedoutthefourcrimes,itwasobviousthattheGatesfamilywasusedtothrowingtheir

weightaroundallthetime.

Theyhadindirectlydeclaredhegemonyovertheirterritory.

Withintheirsphereofinfluence,theGatesfamilywasthelaw.Theyexercisedtheirauthorityoverall

wholivedthere.

Therefore,theyweretheonestodecidethefateofothers,includinglifeanddeath.



Leviwasfurious.

Hehadbeenfightinghardoutsideagainstthenation’senemies,toprotectthecountry’ssovereignty

anditspeople.

Andyet,prominentfamiliessuchastheGatesactedwithsuchimpunitywithinthenationitself.

Hence,hefeltdisillusioned.

Fredscoffed,“Todayismyson’sengagementbanquet,henceIonlychargedyouwithfourcrimes.Ifit

wereanyothertime,goingagainsttheGatesfamilyispunishablebydeath.Iwouldhavesentencedyou

todeathonthespot.”

Suchshockingdominance!

TheBlackandLopezfamilieswereastoundedathowpowerfultheGatesfamilywas.

NowondertheywereconsideredSouthHampton’stopmostprominentfamily.



Meanwhile,alltheothermembersoftheGatesfamilylookedcoldwhentheyheardFred’swordsasif

theywereaccustomedtoit.

ItwasclearthatthattheGatesfamilydidastheypleaseandkilledastheywilled.

Meanwhile,ZoeywasunnervedbytheGatesfamily’sshowofstrength.

ShewasespeciallyworriedwhensheheardaboutthefourcrimeswhichrequiredLevi’slimbstobe

broken.

“IntheeyesoftheGatesfamily,doesErudiastillmatter?Dothelawsofthecountrystillapply?”Levi

asked.

“Letmemakeitcleartoyou.WherevertheGatesfamilyis,that’swherewearethelawandeverything

wesay,counts.Doyouunderstand?”Fredrepliedinanassertivetone.

Hewasn’tstupid.Itwasjustthattheirfamilywassimplytoopowerful.



Alltheseyears,hehadalwaysdealtwitheverythingthesameway.

Hence,intheeyesoftheGatesfamily,theywerethelaw.

Thatwasalltherewastoit.

Suddenly,Leviburstintolaughter,totheextentthateveryonebecamecurious.

HislaughteralsocausedtheGatesfamilytofeeloffended.
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“You…whatareyoulaughingabout?”Freddemandedcoldly.

Thewayeveryonesawit,Levi’slaughterwasextremelyannoying.

“I’mlaughingbecausetheGatesfamilyisabouttobedestroyed.Nomatterhowpowerfulapersonor

familyis,theycannotoverridethesovereigntyofthecountry.”Levismiled.

HowdaretheyclaimtobethelawinfrontoftheGodofWar.



Aretheynotafraidofdeath?AsthatistheequivalentofchallengingErudia’ssovereignty.

Withoutadoubt,theyneedtobetakendown.

“Hahaha,theGatesfamilyisfinished?Whatajoke!Whocantouchus?Whoevendarestotouchus?

You?”Fredbrokeintoahaughtylaugh,followedbytherestoftheGatesfamily.

Withourfamily’sinfluence,weareuntouchable,letalonewithinSouthCityitselfwherewearesecond

tonone.

“That’sright,me!”Levigrinned.

“Idon’twanttoseehimstillstanding.Heneedstokneel,now!”Landyn’smotherbellowed.

Inresponse,Fredglowered.“Men,punishhimforthefourcrimesnow.Breakhislimbssothathecan

feelthewrathoftheGatesfamily.”

Uponhisorders,fourelitewarriorsemergedandheadedtowardsLevi.



ZoeywasterrifiedassheknewthattheywerehelplessinfrontofthepowerfulGatesfamily.

EvenifRussellandLoganwenttogetreinforcementsitwouldstillbetoolate.

Furthermore,thereinforcementsmightnotevenbeenoughastheGatesfamilywasjusttoostrong.

Atthecrucialmoment,ZoeysteppedinfrontofLevianddeclared,“Whoeverwantstohurthimwill

havetogetthroughmefirst.”

Whenhesawthepetitefigureinfrontprotectinghim,Levichuckled.

Myhoneyissoadorable.

Butthisisnolongersixyearsago.Now,IamtheGodofWar,aFive-starGodofWarinfact.

Withmehere,noonecanharmyou.



“Breakboththeirlimbs!”Fredordered.

TheBlackandLopezfamilieswantedtostopthembutwererestrainedbytheGatesfamilyelitewarriors.

Bythen,Zoeyclosedhereyesandresignedherselftofate.Evenifherlimbswerebroken,shewasat

leasttogetherwithLevi.

However,Leviwascalm.

IftheGatesfamilylaidafingeronthem,theywouldimmediatelybedestroyed.

“Wait!”Atthatmoment,anoldgravellyvoicewasheard.

Kurtwaspushedtowardsthefrontonhiswheelchairashecoughedcontinuously.

“Don’ttouchthegirl!ShemustbemarriedintotheGatesfamily,”Kurtdeclared.



Hedesperatelywantedtosurvive.

Thefortune-tellertoldhimthatshecouldcurehimifshewasmarriedintotheGatesfamily.Therefore,

hecouldn’tlettheopportunityslipby.

LandynmustmarryZoey.

Byhookorbycrook,ZoeyhadtobemarriedtoamemberoftheGatesfamilyeveniftheyneededto

kidnapher.

Inresponse,Fredoffered,“Zoey,aslongasyouagreetomarrymyson,IwillguaranteethatIwon’thurt

Levi.Orelse,hewilldefinitelyendupacripple.”

Hearingthat,MeredithandRobertfinallyrealizedthatLandynwasn’treallyseriousaboutmarryingZoey.

TheGatesfamily’smainobjectivewastocureKurtbasedonwhatthefortune-tellersaid.

Therefore,itwasn’twhatMeredithandRobertwantedforZoey,andtheyrealizednowthatitwasa

trap.



However,theyhadalreadypushedZoeyintoitandthereseemedtobenowaytoescape.

Itwasimpossibletorenegadeontheweddingnow.

Meanwhile,FredturnedtowardsMeredith.“AslongasZoeyismarriedtomyson,Iwillguaranteethe

BlackandLopezfamilieswillbecomethetopmostfamiliesinSouthCity.”

TemptedbyFred’sofferofpower,Meredithandtheotherssecond-guessedthemselves.

EvenZoeyconsideredit.Toher,Levi’ssafetywashertoppriority.

“Honey,let’sgo.I’mcurioustoseewhoisgoingtostopme.”

Atthatmoment,LevigrabbedZoey’shandandwantedtoleave.

“Stopthem!”Landynyelledimmediately.
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Fredgrewdesperatetoo.IftheyletLevigo,thereputationoftheGatesfamilywouldbeintatters.

Theirfamilywouldnolongerbeabletofacetheworldandtheywouldalsoloseallauthority.

Therefore,Levimustnotbeallowedtoleave.

Atthatmoment,agroupofelitewarriorsoftheGatesfamilyapproachedLeviandZoeytoseizethem

“Howdareyouleaveafterallthetroubleyouhavecaused?”

Fredordered,“Iwanthimdead!Andshemustmarrymyson!”

TheGatesfamily’sdesperationandintimidationcausedtheBlackandLopezfamilies’heartstosink.

LeviwoulddietodaywhileZoeywouldbeforcedintomarriage.

Infact,thewholematterhaddoomedboththeLopezandBlackfamiliesaswell.



Aseveryonetrembledinfear,noonedaredtosayaword.

Inthefaceoftheelitewarriors,Levisneered,“Areyousureyouwanttochallengeme?”

“Why?DoyouthinkIdon’tdaretotouchyou?”Fredlaugheddeviously.

“Whydon’tyoutakealookoutsidefirst?”Levilaughedinresponse.

“What’sgoingonoutside?”Fredwascuriousandsowaseveryoneelse.

MeredithandtheothersstaredatLeviindisbelief.

Doeshehavesomepowerfulbackup?OrelsehowwouldhehavedaredtocomealonetorescueZoey?

“Ohno!Mr.Gates,there’strouble!”



Atthatmoment,theGatesfamily’sbodyguardsrushedin.

However,Fredwasfuriousatthemforpanickinginpublicasitwasn’tgoodfortheirreputation.

Wouldn’tthismadeusajoketooutsiders?

“Hasn’ttherealwaysbeenalotofpeopleoutside?AllofSouthCity’ssocialiteshavegatheredhere,”

Fredretorted.

“Mr.Gates,it’snotthem.Thereareothers.Youhavetoseeforyourself,”Thebodyguardreplied

anxiously.

Withthat,Fredcouldnolongerremainseated.

Hegotupandwenttothehotelentrancetotakealook.

Whenhesawwhatwasoutside,hewasshocked.



AlargegroupofmenhadfilledtheplazaoutsideStardustHotelandtheywerealldressedinblacksuits.

Theynumberedtwotothreethousandmenandeverysingleoneofthemlookedintimidating.

Therewasamanstandingrightinfront.Heexudedaterrifyingvibeasifhehadjustwalkedoutofhell

itself.

ThemanwasHades.

Behindhimwerethreethousandmen.TheywereallformermembersoftheunderworldandBrock

Green’sformerfollowers.

Now,theywereallunderHades’command.

Wheneveryonesawthemagnificentformationofmen,theywereallshellshocked.

TheGatesfamilyespeciallywascaughtbysurprise.



Sincewhendidsomanymengatheroutside?

TheBlackfamily,Lopezfamily,andotherguestsgapedindisbeliefastheywonderedthesamething.

“Seethat?Doyoustilldaretostopmenow?”Levismiled.

Withoneword,LevibroughtFredbacktoreality.

“Whatdoyouplantodo?DoyouthinkyoucanchallengetheGatesfamilywiththisrabble?Ifso,you’re

beingtoonaive!”Fredsneered.

InthefaceofthegreatGatesfamily,thesemenwereconsiderednothing.

“That’sright!Anyonewhodarestogoagainstuswilldie,”Landynthreatened.

Levi’slipscurledintoasmirk.“Inthatcase,I’llleavewithmywifenow.Youcantryandstopme.”



Withthat,Leviwalkedtothehotel’smaindoorwithZoeyintow.

“Stopthem!”

ThemomentFredgavetheorder,aroarwasheardoutside.

Itwassoloudthatitcausedthegroundtotremble.

“ThethreethousandmenofSouthCityareheretoescortthemenofMorrisGrouphome!”

“Whoevergetsinthewaywillbekilled!”

Hadesyelledtogetherwiththethreethousandmenanditsoundedlikeathunderingroar.
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Atthatmoment,theelitewarriorsoftheGatesfamilywerestunned.

Nomatterhowstrongtheywere,theywerestillnomatchforthreethousandmen.



Whatarewegoingtodo?

FearflashedacrossFredandLandyn’seyesasthereweresimplytoomanymenoutside.

Infact,everysingleoneofthemlookedlikeaformidablefighter,andtheyweredefinitelynotabunchof

rabbles.

Despitethat,theGatesfamily’shonorwasatstake.

IfLevisteppedoutofthedoor,theirreputationwouldbedestroyed.

Therefore,theyhadtodefendtheirhonortothedeath.

“Stopthem!”Fredinsisted.

Onhiscue,morethantenelitewarriorschargedatLevitokillhim.



However,LeviandZoeywalkedonandignoredeverythingaroundthem,asifnothinghappened.

Theirenemiessuddenlyappearedbehindthem.

Atthesamemoment,Hadesmadehismoveandhisfigureturnedintoablur.Intheblinkofaneye,he

appearedinfrontofLeviandZoey.

Hadesdishedouthisattackswiththespeedoflight,leavingafterimageswhereverhestruck.

Onebyone,theGatesfamily’swarriorswerethrownback.

AllofthemcrashedatFred’sfeet.

Afterstrugglingamoment,theyeitherlostconsciousnessordiedonthespot.

Itwasamagnificentsight.



“Ifyou’renotafraidtodie,youcantrycomingatme,”Hadesdeclaredcoldly.

Thethreethousandmenmovedforwardafewstepsandwereabouttoenterthehotel.

TheirmovementscausedthegroundtotrembleandstruckfearintoeverymemberoftheGatesfamily.

Atthatmoment,Fredwasoverwhelmedbyterror.

AlthoughtheGatesfamilywaspowerful,theirbasewasstillinSouthHampton.

However,theywerenowinSouthCity.

Ifanythinguntowardhappened,reinforcementswoulddefinitelynotarrivedintime.

Thatbeingsaid,theirpridestillhadtobedefended.

“Haveyouthoughtitthroughproperly?DoyoureallywanttomakeenemiesoftheGatesfamilyof

SouthHampton?”Fredaskedagain.



HesworetohimselfthatoncehegatheredhismenbackatSouthHampton,hewoulddefinitelydestroy

everyoneinfrontofhimnow.

Hadesrepliedwithasneer,“Idon’tcareifyouarefromtheGatesfamilyornot.Butthesetwoareunder

myprotection.”

“That’sright.OntheordersoftheMorrisGroup’shead,weareheretoescortMr.GarrisonandMs.

Lopez.Anyonewhostandsinourwaywilldie!”thethreethousandmenoutsideyelled.

HadeslookedattheGatesfamilyagainandwarned,“Whoeverwantsaquickdeathcantryandstop

us!”

Atthatmoment,theGatesfamilyincludingFredfellsilent.

AllofthemcouldonlywatchedasLeviledZoeyaway.

Thiswasthemosthumiliatingeventevertohappentothemintheirfamily’shistory.



Someonehadstolentheirfuturedaughter-in-lawandtheywerepowerlesstostopthem.

However,Kurtwhowasbehindthemdidn’tgiveup.“Cough,cough…stopthem.Theycannotleave…the

Gatesfamily’sreputation…”

AsforFred,hewasalmostintears.

“Dad,let’sjustbearwithit.Thesemenarefanatics.Ifwefightthem,wemightalldiehere.”

Meanwhile,tearsofhumiliationwerealreadyflowingdownLandyn’scheeks.

Eversincehewasyoung,hehadneverbeeninsultedtothisextent.

Withthat,LevileftwithZoeytogetherwiththethreethousandmen.

TheGatesfamilyofSouthHamptonwasutterlydisgracedinSouthCity.

Fredorderedimmediately.“OncewereturntoSouthHampton,wemustgatherallourforces.Iwill



makesurethereisabloodbathinSouthCity.Everyoneofthethreethousandmenjustnowmustdie!”

“Iagree!Wemustwashawaytheshamethatweexperiencedtoday.OrelseIswearIwilldie!”Landyn

bellowedinangerashetoowasinfuriated.

Furiousatwhatjusthappened,Kurtroared,“Sendouttheorderinmyname!”
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Evenaftertheyleft,Zoeycouldn’tshakethefeelingthatitwasalladream.

Whathadjustunfoldedwassimplytooshocking.

ShedidnotexpectthatLeviwouldbeabletorescueherfromtheclutchesoftheGatesfamily.

“Bytheway,Darling,didtheysaytheywereactingontheordersofMorrisGroupbossjustnow?”Zoey

askedincuriosity.

“Yep,that’sright.Otherthanhim,Idon’tthinkanyoneelsecanmobilizesomanypeople,”Levireplied.



“BothofusareconsideredmembersoftheMorrisGroup.Forhimtorescueusdoesmakesense.I

wonderwhat’sthebosslike?”Zoeywasverycurious.

“He’sprobablylikeme!”Levilaughed.

“Stopblowingyourowntrumpet.”

Backatthehotel,theGatesfamilyquicklyleftSouthCitywhiletheLopezandBlackfamilieswenthome

disappointed.

WhentheyreturnedtotheBlackfamilymanor,theyweresurprisedtofindLevithere.

TheymomenttheysawLevi,theywereallenraged.

“Levi,youarethedeathofus.I’mgoingtokillyou!”Meredithbellowed.

TheothermembersoftheBlackfamilysharedthesamesentiment.



EversinceLevicametoSouthCity,hecausedalotoftrouble.

Beforethis,heoffendedtheCaesarfamily,andnow,heinsultedthemorepowerfulGatesfamily.

Asaresult,thedangertheywerefacingnowwasmoreseriousthaneverbefore.

AsLevihadutterlyhumiliatedtheGatesfamily,theyweredefinitelygoingtogathertheirstrengthand

seekoutrevenge.

Towashtheshameoff,theGatesfamilywouldlikelyattackwithalltheirmight.

“Leviisjustatroublemaker.LookatthedevastationhewreckedwhenhewasinNorthHampton,”Harry

mocked.

“That’sright.Hehasbeenanorphansincehewaslittle.Thatitselfisasignthatheiscursed.Lookat

howthemightyGarrisonfamilyhasfallenbecauseofhim.Andnow,heisheretocurseyourfamily!”

Henryadded.

AaronandCaitlynglaredatLeviandquestioned,“Alright,explaintouswhatisgoingon?Youhave



divorcedZoey,whatelsedoyouwant?”

“Levismiled,“Divorced?Didyouevenaskusforouropinion?Youabusedyourauthoritytohavea

divorcecertificateissued,howisthatconsideredarealdivorce?”

“Haha,Levi,aren’tyoubeingshameless?Didn’tyouagreeintheend?Wegaveyoutenmillionto

divorceZoey.”

“Yeah!Youacceptedthetenmillion,sothatmeansyouagreed.Areyoudenyingthatnow?”

“Areyoustillaf***ingman?”

TheBlackfamilyberatedLeviandhadtheurgetoviolentlybeathimup.

Robertbellowed,“Howcanyousaywedidn’taskforyouropinion?Didn’tyouacceptthecheckforten

million?”

Pamelasneered,“That’sright!Ihandedthechecktoyoumyself!”



Levirepliedwithresignation,“ItoldyouIthrewthecheckintothetrashcan.”

“Preposterous!”

“Liar!”

“Ilookedthroughallthegarbagebinsathomeandneverfoundthecheck.You’resuchaliar!”Logan

yelledback.

“Thensomeoneelsemusthavetakenit.Ididthrowitaway,”Leviinsisted.

“Whocouldhavetakenit?We’veaskedeveryoneintheBlackfamilyandnoonesawit.Whydoyou

insistonlying?”Loganretortedangrily.

Atthatmoment,oneoftheservantsoutside,Zeek,suddenlyturnedpalewhenheheardtheirargument.

“Stoplying!Justadmitthatyou’vetakenthecheck,”Meredithdemandedunabashedlydespiteknowing

thetruth.



Justthen,Russellsuddenlyspokeup,“IcanvouchforLevi.Hedidthrowthecheckinthedustbin,

however,oneoftheservants,Zeek,pickeditup.”

Hiswordsshockedeveryone.
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“What?”

Zoey’seyessuddenlysparkledasshealwayswantedtoclearLevi’sname.

Asexpected,itwaspickedupbysomeoneelse.

MeredithandRobertlookedatRussellindisbeliefastheydidn’texpecthimtoexposethetruth.

“Russell,whatareyoubabblingabout?What’sthisaboutZeektakingthecheck?”

LogandesperatelywinkedatRussellforhimtokeepquiet.

“Ihaveproof!Zeekevenspenttensofthousandsfromthecheck.”Russellignoredallthesignalsthe



membersoftheBlackfamilygavehim.

“Idon’tbelieveit.AlloftheBlackfamily’sservantsareofthehighestintegrity,”Baileyinsisted.

“Ifyoudon’tbelieveit,youcangetZeekheretoaskhimyourself,”Russellsuggested.

Pamelaandtheothersprotested,butMeredithagreed.“Alright,bringZeekinforquestioning.”

Inabriefmoment,Zeekarrived,trembling.

Hewasterrifiedanddidn’tdaretolookLeviintheeye.

“Verywell,Zeek,lhaveaquestionforyouandyouhavetoanswertruthfully,”Russellinstructed.

“A-alright,Mr.Black…pleasegoaheadandask,”Zeekrepliedwithhisheadlowered.

“DidyouseeLevithrowthecheckintothedustbintheotherday?”Russellasked.



BoththeLopezandBlackfamilieswaitedwithbatedbreathforhisanswer.

EvenLeviandZoey’sgazewerefixatedonhim.

Tremblingviolently,Zeekwasextremelynervous.HeliftedhisgazetogiveMeredithaglanceand

answered,“Mr.Black,Ididn’tseeLevithrowthecheckinthedustbin.”

Themomenthereplied,RussellandZoeywerestunned.

AsforMeredithandtheothers,theysmiledtriumphantly.

“Zeek,you’relying!You’retheonewhopickupthecheckandnowyou’redenyingitinfrontof

everyone,”Russellbellowedindesperation.

“Mr.Black,I’minnocent!Ireallydidn’tpickupthecheck.Onthatdayitself,IsawLevileavethemanor

withthecheck.Everyoneelsesawthesamething,”Zeekcontinuedhisliewithoutevenbattinganeyelid.

“That’sright,wesawhimleavingwiththecheck,itwasneverintherubbishbin,”therestadded.



Russellalmostburstabloodvesselhearingthat.

Whydosuchpeopleevenexist?

HelookedtowardsMeredithindisbelief.

Shemusthaveplannedeverything.

Nevertheless,ImustprovethatLeviisinnocent!

“Russell,you’dbetterkeepquietandnotthrowunfoundedaccusationsaround,”Meredithyelled.

“I…”Russellstoppedhimselfmid-sentence.

ButhowcanIwinagainstthewholeBlackfamily?



MeredithlookedtowardsLevi,“Whatelsedoyouhavetosay?”

Levismiled,“There’snothingmoretosay.Ijustfeelthatallofyouarescum.”

Levihadalreadyinvestigatedthecheck’srecordandwasdisappointedathowmanipulativetheBlack

familywas.

“Youb*stard,whoareyoucallingscum?”Everyonewasinfuriated.

Levi’swordswereobviouslydirectedateveryonepresent.

“Youdon’tdeservetoenjoythecigarettesandwine!”Leviremarkedcoldly.

“Sheesh!ThosecigarettesandwinewerebroughtinbyRussell,whathavetheygottodowithyou?”

Robertretortedwhiletheotherspiledontheinsults.

Suddenly,Meredithstoppedthem.



LookingtowardsLevi,sheasked,“Letmeaskyou,whatdoyouwanttodo?”

LeviglancedatZoeyandsaid,“Sixyearsago,Iwasframed.Theweddingwasn’tperfectandcausedtoo

manyregretsforZoeyandme.Therefore,IwantafreshstartwithZoey,toproposetoheragainand

haveanotherweddingtomakeupfortheregretswehave.”

Zoeyrepliedwithachokingvoice,“Iwillmarryyou!”

“Impossible!ZoeymustbemarriedtotheGatesfamily,”Meredithquipped.

Chapter648

Previously,theywantedtomarryZoeyouttoimprovethefamily’sfutureprospects.

Butnow,itwassimplytoplacatetheGatesfamily.

SinceKurtneededZoeytofulfillthefortuneteller’sprophecy,theyhopedtheGatesfamilywouldnot

seekrevengeonthem.

Therefore,aftersomediscussionswithinthefamily,MeredithdecidedtomarryZoeyofftotheGatesto

mollifytheiranger.



LeviwantstomarryZoey?

Nof****ingway!

Besides,hewillbeadeadmansoonenoughforoffendingtheGatesfamily.

“It’snotuptoyou.AslongasZoeyiswilling,Iwillmarryher!”Leviexclaimed.

“Haha,youplantomarryZoey?Youwillbebetteroffworryingabouthowtoprotectyourself.TheGates

family’sarmywillsoonbeheretokillyou,”Loganburstintodementedlaughter.

“IftheGates’docome,Iwilldestroythem.”Levi’seyesgleamedwithmenace.

Thisfamilyhaslongactedwithimpunityandchallengedthesovereigntyofthenation.There’snoway

I’mlettingthemoffeasy.

“You’rebeingridiculous.IhopewhentheGatesarehere,yourwordscanstillbeassharp!”Everyone

sneeredatLevi.



“Russell,Sylas,protectZoey.I’mgoingtodealwiththeGatesfamily,”Leviordered.

“Yes…”

BothRussellandSylaswereabouttoacknowledgehisinstructionsinstinctivelybutdecidedotherwise

whentheysaweveryonelookingatthemwithstrangeexpressions.

Withthat,Levileft.

HewasconfidentthatZoeywasinsafehands.Evenifthetwoofthemfailedtoprotecther,Hades

wouldbewatchingoverherfromtheshadows.

“Hahaha,isn’tthisjustLevitryingtoflee?”Loganlaughedsmugly.

“Ofcoursehe’stryingtoflee,orelsewhywouldn’thebringZoeyalong?”

AllofthemscoffedatLevi’sbehavior.



FromwhatZoeycouldsee,Levimusthavegonetogatherreinforcementsandrequesthelpfromthe

Morrisgroup’sboss.

Itseemedtheirdebttothatmankeptincreasing.

However,shebegantogrowsuspiciousastowhytheleaderoftheMorrisGrouptreatedherandIrisso

well.

HehelpedherbuytheOrientalStarGroupattheauctionandgaveherfullauthoritytorunthebusiness

attheelectronicsmall.

Furthermore,hehadsavedherandLevionmanyoccasions.

Whoishe?

AfterleavingRussell,Leviarrivedatalargemansion,whichwasAzureDragon’sresidenceinSouthCity.

ThemansionwasknownasGuardianMansionbutwasabandonedlongago.



EversinceAzureDragonandtheothersarrived,theyhadbeenstayingthere.

ThatdayattheMansion,Levinoticedthatitwascrowded.Therewereevenmilitarydogsguardingthe

entrance.

OncetheysawLevi,everyonegatheredoutside.

TherewereaboutsixtyofthemwhichgaveLeviashock.

Whyaretheresomanypeoplehere?

“Goodday,Chief!”AllsixtyofthemsalutedLevi.

“Goodday,comrades!”Levireturnedthesalute.

“GodofWar,letmeintroduceyou.ThesearethecaptainsofthereconnaissancetroopsfromtheSouth

Warzone.Theyhavecometopracticetheirskills,”AzureDragonexplainedwithasmile.



EversincehearrivedatGuardianMansion,hehadguestsvisitingeveryday.

Mostofthemweretheretolearnandimprovetheirtechnique.

Asofnow,halfofthemweredrenchedinsweatintheirtanktops.Theyhadobviouslybeensparring

withKirin.

“Chief,someofourcomradeshadtheillusionthattheycouldtakeonWhiteTigerjustnow.However,

theygottheirasseshandedtotheminstead,”someonereported.

WhenLevisawagroupofmenwhowerebadlybruisedandbeatensittinginacorner,helaughed.

GotoetotoewithWhiteTiger?That’sjustsuicide.

Giventhattheywereallcomrades,WhiteTigerletthemoffeasily.

“Sir,issomethingwrong?”



AzureDragoncouldsensethatsomethingwasamiss.

“Iexpectsomeonetocomeformesoon,”Leviexplainedwithasmuggrin.
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JustasLevispoke,thesixtyoddofficerswereincensed.

WhodarescomefortheGodofWar?Dotheyhaveadeathwish?

Howisthisevenpossible?

TheGodofWaristhemilitaryparagonofallthesoldiersfromtheNineWarzonesofErudia.

WhoeverdarestoevendisrespecttheGodofWarcannotbeforgiven!

Allofuswilldefendthesymbolofthearmywithourlives.



“WhodarestocomefortheChief?Aretheynuts?I,Macfay,willbethefirsttostrikethemdown!”

“I,Macdonald,willneverallowit!”

“I,Mackenzie,forbidit!”

Onebyone,thecaptainsofthereconnaissancetroopsroaredangrilywithaferociouslookontheirfaces.

“Verywell,wewillstay.IwanttoseewithmyowneyeswhodarestochallengetheChief’sauthority.”

“That’sright.Don’tworry,Chief.Letusdealwiththisforyou.”

“Damnit,it’stimetoteachthisbunchofrabblealesson.”

Everyonewasoutraged.



Levismiledinresponse.“Verywell,Iwon’tfightoverthemwithyou.Youcanbemyguest!”

Hehadadifferentplantodealwiththematterbutdidn’texpectthemansiontobefilledwithsomany

people.

Itwasjustawonderfulcoincidencethattheycouldhelpresolveit.

Asaresult,hismindwasalsoputatease.

OncetheyreceivedLevi’spermission,everyonewasfilledwithanticipation.

Theywishedthattheenemywouldarrivesoonersothattheycoulddemonstratetheircapabilitiesto

theGodofWar.

“Come,let’scontinuewithourpractice.Sothatwecanthrashthemstraightlater.”

Allthemenwerewildwithexcitement.



Meanwhile,attheGatesfamilyresidence.

Theplazainfrontoftheirvillawasfilledwithmen.

Allofthemweretallandstrong.Standingatattention,theyexudedaterrifyingvibe.

Theyweremenofdifferentracesbuttheyallhadonecommontrait–theywereinsanelypowerful.

“Dad,IhavegatheredtheFiveHundredDragonGuardsoftheGatesfamily,”Landynreported.

TheGatesfamilywasaswealthyasanationandnoonewastheirequalintermsoffinancialpower.

Alltheseyears,Kurthadspentalotofmoneyamassingandmaintainingaprivatearmythatwouldlater

beknownastheDragonGuards.

Everyoneofthemwasanelitewarriorintheirownright.

Theywereeitherfamousmercenariesfromoverseas,top-rankedassassins,andretiredmembersof



blackopsfrommajorcountries.Furthermore,therewerealsomartialartistsskilledintheancientartsof

Chi,Thaiboxers,andothers.

Everyyear,theGatesfamilyspenttwobillionmaintainingtheDragonGuards.

Thiswassomethingunattainablebyanyotherprominentfamily.

Althoughtherewereonlyfivehundredofthem,theirfightingstrengthwasmoreimportantthantheir

numbers.

Thesewereextremelypowerfulmenandwouldstrikefearinanyonewhocameacrossthem.

EventheCaesarfamily’seighthundredWhiteRobeswerenomatchforthem.

TheDragonGuardswerefearsomewarriorsandwherevertheywent,bloodwouldflowlikerivers.

Intheirminds,Levi’sthreethousandmenfromSouthCitywerenothingbutabunchofrabbles.



TheywouldnotlastmorethantenminutesinfrontoftheDragonGuards.

TheywereconfidentthatnoonewouldbeabletoprotectLevi.WithLevioutoftheway,Zoeywould

thenbecapturedandbroughtbacktomarryLandyn.

“Alright,let’sheadout!”Fredordered.

AsidefromtheDragonGuards,theyhadalsorecruitedahundredadditionalwarriorsusingKurt’sname.

Asaresult,thearmyofaroundsixhundredmenheadedtowardsSouthCityinhighspirits.

Onebyone,theircarsformedalongsnake-likeconvoywhichwasamagnificentsighttobehold.

Byevening,theconvoyarrivedinSouthCity.

Thewholecitytrembledupontheirarrival,especiallytheLopezandBlackfamilieswhoprayedhardthat

theywouldescapetheGatesfamily’swrath.



“Father,whereshallwegofirst?IhavetheaddressoftheplacewhereLeviisholedupin,”Landyn

inquired.

“WewilllookforLevifirstandthencleanouttheSouthCity’sunderworld.Finally,wewillseizeZoeyso

thatbothofyoucangetmarried,”Fredbarkedhisorders.

“Understood,Father.Let’srollout!”

Withthat,theGatesfamilyarmyheadedtowardsGuardianMansion.
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Halfanhourlater,thelargeconvoyarrivedoutsideofGuardianMansion.

Onebyone,themengotoutofthecars.

Inablinkofaneye,thefivehundredDragonGuardsandonehundredwarriorsassembled.

“Surroundtheplaceanddon’tletanyoneescape!”Landynbarked.



Thesixhundredmenspreadoutandsealedoffallescaperoutesfromthemansion.

Theencirclementwassixmanthick.Evenabirdcouldn’tescape,letaloneaman.

TheDragonGuardsalonewerestrongerthantheforceoffivethousandmencombined.

Afterthat,FredandKurtgotoutofthecar.

“Let’senterfromthefront,”Fredordered.

Agroupofmenarrivedatthefrontdoor.

Agroupofmilitarydogsbarkedferociouslyatthem.

Landynpushedthemetalgateforcefullyandbellowed,“Levi,comeoutthisinstant!”

Afterwaitingforhalfaday,thecaptainsofthereconnaissancetroopsfinallygottheirwish.



Theywereallfilledwithexcitement.

However,theydidn’tgooutuntilafterLandynshookthegateforafewminutes.

Finally,Macfay,Macdonald,andMackenzieemerged.

Thethreeofthemwerewearinggreentanktops,showcasingtheirripplingmuscles.

“Whyareyoucausingaruckus?Whoareyoulookingfor?”Macfayquestionedasthethreeofthem

walkedtowardsthegate.

WhenLandynsawhowintimidatingthethreemenwere,hecouldn’thelpbutfeelashiveroffearrun

downhisspine.

Realizationdawnedonhimthatthesewerenotordinarymen.

Nevertheless,withfivehundredDragonGuardsbehindhim,hewasafraidofnoone.



“IsLeviGarrisoninside?”Landyndemandedarrogantly.

“Sowhatifheis?Whoareyoupeople?”Macfayinquired.

“Listenwell,wearetheGatesfamilyofSouthHamptonandareheretoseekrevengeonLevi.Hemust

dietoday!”

“BehindmearefivehundredDragonGuards.I’mwarningyou,evenifyouhavethreethousandmen,

youwon’tbeabletoprotectLevi,”Landynsneered.

EveryoneontheGatesfamily’ssideassumedthatMacfayandhismenwereinthesamegroupof

underworldmembersthatescortedLeviawayinSouthCity.

Theyhadnoideathattheseweremilitaryveterans.

HearingLandyn’sanswer,Macfayandtheothersfurrowedtheireyebrows.

Didourearsdeceiveus?



ThesemenwanttokilltheChief?

Howdarethey!

“Insolence!Whatgaveyouthegalltodosuchathing?Dothenation’slawsmeannothingtoyou?”

Macfaybarked.

“Haha,IhavealwayssaidthattheGatesfamilyisthelaw!Whereverwego,ourwordisfinal!”Fred

declaredarrogantly.

HiswordsgaveMacfayandhiscompanionsashockasitwasraretoencounteranyonewhoactedwith

suchimpunitynowadays.

Settingasidetheirblatantdisregardforthenation’slaws,theyevenwantedtokilltheGodofWar!

Whatsortofmadnessisthis?

“GetLevioutnowtokneelandaccepthisexecution.Don’tforceustodraghimoutourselves,”Fred



threatened.

“Youareaskingfortheimpossibleasitisourdutytoprotecthim.”

Macfayandtheothertwocaptainswereresoluteintheirstand.

“Hahaha,withjustthethreeofyou?Don’tyouthinkyou’reoverestimatingyourselves?”

IntheeyesoftheGatesfamily,thetriowerealreadydeadmen.

“Whatifyouincludeus?”

Themomentthevoicewasheard,agroupofmeninarmygreentanktopsemerged.

Thereweresixtyofthemintotalwhoassembledinaneatformation,givingoffastrongandmagnificent

vibe.

“This…”



Fredandhismenwereperplexedwhentheynoticedthegroupinfrontofthemcameoffdifferently

fromwhattheyexpected.

Theydidn’tlooklikemenoftheunderworld,butFredcouldn’tputhisfingeronwhotheywereyet.

Macfayscannedhisgazearoundandsneered,“Youareforbiddentoenter.Whoevertriestotrespass

willonlymeetwithdeath!”


