
Chapter651

ThemomentMacfayspoke,everyonewasstunned.

Isthatachallenge?Ishechallengingusnottobargein?Whocanresistsuchachallenge?

“Breakdownthatdoor!”Landyncouldn’tresistthetaunt.

Uponhisorders,afewwarriorsapproachedandtoredownthegiantmetalgatebyforce.

“Howdareyouteardownthedoor!Doyouknowwhatthisplaceis?”Macfaybellowedinrage.

Themilitarydogsbarkedferociouslyastheytriedtolungeforwardbutwereheldbackbytheir

restraints.

Fred’sexpressiondarkenedashebarked,“Men,breachandsecureLevi!Killwhoeverthatgetsinyour

way.”

Atthatmoment,theDragonGuardstriedtobargein.



“Stop!Howdareyou!”Macfaybellowed.

TheothercaptainsalsowarnedtheDragonGuardstobackoff.

“Whydon’tIdare?Charge!”Fredignoredtheirwarnings.

“Doyouevenknowwhatthisplaceis?”

Macfayroared,“ThisistheWarzonecompoundandisconsideredarestrictedmilitaryarea.Youareall

trespassingandhaveviolatedtheforbiddenzones!”

UponhearingMacfay’swords,theattackingDragonGuardsstoppedintheirtracksandstaredathimin

shock.Infact,theyseemedtoevenbealittlefearful.

ThenewswassoshockingthatFredandhismenthoughttheywerehitbylightning.

“IthinkIunderstandwhat’sgoingon…”



Fredandhismensuddenlyunderstoodonething.

Fromthebeginning,theycouldfeelMacfayandhismenweredifferentbutcouldn’tquiteputtheir

fingersonthereason.Giventhattheywerewearingarmygreentanktops,itbecameclearwhothey

were.

Theyareallsoldiers!

Eventhedogslooksdifferent.Thosearef***ingmilitarydogs!

Atthatmoment,FredandLandynpanicked.Ifthisreallywerearestrictedmilitaryzone,theywouldbe

inverybigtrouble.Itwouldbeworseifallthesemenwerealsosoldiers.

Whatshouldwedo?Shouldwechargeinorleave?

ButleavingisimpossibleastheGatesfamilycannotbehumiliatedagain!

Fredsneered,“Doyouthinkjustbecauseyouclaimthisisamilitaryzonemakesitso?Areyoutryingto

scareusaway?”



“I’llrepeatmyself.GetLevioutheretokneelbeforeme.Orelse,Iwilltearthisplacedownandkill

everyone!”Freddeclaredfuriously.

Meanwhile,theDragonGuardswereallreadyforaction.Uponreceivingtheirorders,theywouldtear

intothebuilding.

“Thisisyourlastwarning!”Macfaydeclared.

“Men,chargeinandcaptureLevi!”Fredwasn’ttheleastbitappreciativeoftheoffer.

HiswordsinfuriatedMacfayandalltheothercaptains.

“Damnyoub*stard,howdareyoucausetroublewithinmyterritory!”

Whippingouthisphone,Macfayquicklydialedanumber.“Hello,it’sMacfay!Passdownmyorders.

GatherthetroopsinfullbattlegearandcometotheGuardianMansionattheoutskirtsofthecity.We

havetoprotecttheGodofWar!”



Afterthat,Macdonaldbarkedintohisphone.“Hello,it’sMacdonald.Assemblethemenandhavethem

headtotheGuardianMansionarmedtotheteeth.WearetodefendtheGodofWar!”

Lastly,Mackenzieordered,“Hello,it’sMackenzie.GettheteamtoheadfortheGuardianMansionnow!

Wehaveanimportantbattletofight!”

Thiscontinuedonwiththeothercaptains.
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Onebyone,thecaptainsorderedtheirrespectiveteamstoheadforGuardianMansion.

Atasinglemoment,thirtyregimentsweremobilizedwhichwasanimpressivedisplayofstrength.

Meanwhile,theGatesfamilyandtheirstrongarmyofsixhundredwereallstunned.

Onebyone,theycouldbeheardgasping.

EvenLandynandFredwerestupefiedwhileKurtcouldn’tstopcoughing.



Regardlessofwhethertheywerelyingornot,Macfayandhismendefinitelymadeitlookintimidating.

Areallsixtymenarmycaptains?Inthatcase,isthisplacereallyarestrictedmilitaryarea?Whoisthe

personinside?Howhighlypositionedishetohavemorethansixtyofficersprotectinghim?

TheGatesfamilywerestumped.

TheDragonGuards,whowereatthevanguard,startedtotrembleandgrewweakintheirknees.

Whatifwhattheyclaimistrue?Theyknewwhattheconsequenceswouldbe.

Inthatsituation,tenGatesfamilycombinedwouldn’tevenstandachance,letaloneone.Ifitcameto

that,theGatesfamilywouldbeinanextremelyprecarioussituation.

Shouldweattack?Butwedon’tdareto.Shouldwenotattack?ButtheGatesfamilywillbehumiliated.

Atthatmoment,Levi,AzureDragon,andafewothersemerged.



AtthesightofLevi,theGatesfamilystareddaggersathim.

Afterall,hewasthemanwhobroughttheirfamilytheirgreatesthumiliation.

Meanwhile,Landyncouldn’thelpbuthavetheurgetokillLevibecauseLevihadsnatchedhisfiancée

awayinfrontofeveryoneinSouthCity.

HishatredforLeviwassimplyoverwhelming.

AsforFredandKurt,theywereequallyincensed.

AtthesightofLevi,theiranimositytowardshimgrewexponentially.

Wemustkillhim!

JustwhenFredwasabouttogivetheorder,hehesitatedwhenhisgazefelluponMacfayandtheother

captains.



Butwhatiftheircallswerereal?Ifso,theGatesfamilywillbedonefor!

LevismiledattheGatesfamilywhenhesawthem.“Iheardyouarelookingforme?”

“Levi,you…”Landynalmostexplodedinanger.

“Well,I’mstandingrightherenow.Comeonthen!”LevismirkedattheGatesfamily.

WhentheysawLevi’smockingexpression,bothfatherandsonalmostburstavessel.

“Comeon?What’swrong?Areyouafraid?Isn’ttheGatesfamilyfearsome?Aren’tyouthelaw

whereveryougo?Whatisitnow?Youdon’tevenhavethegutstoenterthisdoor?”

InthefaceofLevi’staunts,theGatesfamilywasoutraged.

However,allofthemwerebreathingrapidlyastheytriedtokeeptheirangerincheck.

Eventhemachetesintheirhandswereraised.



Fredwasstrugglingwithhimself.

Toattackornottoattack.Whatadilemma!

Everyoneelsefeltthesame.

IfMacfaywasarealarmyofficer,theywouldbeinbigtrouble.

WhenhenoticedthattheGatesfamilywashesitating,Levisneered,“Whatareyouafraidof?Isn’tthe

Gatesfamilythelawitself?Don’tyoualsoruleoverthispieceofland?”

“Doesn’tyourauthorityoverridethatofErudia’s?What’swrongnow?Whydon’tyoudaresetfootin

here?”

“Comeon,don’tdisappointme,youwimps!”

InthefaceofLevi’sprovocations,Fredbreathedheavilyandwasdrenchedincoldsweat.Ashiswhole

bodytrembled,hiseyesalmostpoppedoutoftheirsockets,especiallywhenhesawLevi’shaughty



expression.

Hecouldn’tresisttheurgeandfinallyexploded.

“Men,attack!Levimustbecapturedalive!”Fredroaredwithallhismight.

“Charge!”TheDragonGuardsnolongerheldbackasallofthemdashedforward.

“Letthemcome!”Macfaygotintohisfightingstanceandpreparedforbattle.

Atthatmoment,thesoundofaloudenginerumbledacrossthesky.Itwassoloudthatitcausedthe

groundtotremble.Therewasacombathelicoptercirclingintheair.
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Justthatscenealonecausedeveryonetostopwhattheyweredoingandlookedintothesky,

dumbfounded.

Asitwasalreadynightfall,thehelicoptershoneaspotlightontheGatesfamily’smenAlloftheDragon

Guardssurroundingthemansionwerecaughtinthelight.Asthelightwasextremelybright,everyone

hadtoshieldtheireyesfrombeingblinded.



TheGatesfamilywereallstunned.

“Thisisarestrictedmilitaryarea,whoareyou?”

“WearetheSouthWarzone’sairborneunit.Whatareyouplanningtodo?”

AvoicefromthehelicopterblaredoutthroughitsspeakerswhichshockedtheGatesfamily.

Soit’strue!Theyweretellingthetruth!

Thesemenarereallyarmyofficers.

Inthenextmoment,theGatesfamilycouldheartherumbleoffootstepsmarchingbehindthem.

Itwasn’tjustfootsteps,therewasalsothesoundofvehiclesandalotofothernoisesallmixedtogether.

Itsoundedasifanentirearmyitselfwasapproaching.



“One,two,three,four!”

Alongwiththecommandsbeingshoutedout,groupsandgroupsofsoldiersemergedbehindtheDragon

Guards.

TheGatesfamilywasshockedtotheircorewhiletheDragonGuardswerestruckwithfear.

It’sreallytrue!Theyreallymobilizedthirtyregiments.Whatarewegoingtodo?Thisreallyisa

restrictedmilitaryzone.We’redoomed!

Despitetheirfameandthetwobillionspentonthem,theDragonGuardsdroppedtotheirkneesoneby

onewiththeirhandsovertheirheads.

TheonlyonesleftstandingwereFredandafewothers.

However,itwasmorebecauseFred’sminddrewablank.Hisfacewasallpaleandcoldsweatbrokeout

profusely.

“Dad,Ican’tstandanylonger.”Landyn’skneesbuckledandhetoodroppedtotheground.



Finally,Fredalsodidthesameashelostallstrengthinhisbodyandcouldhardlymove.

Tremblingviolently,hecouldn’tevensayaword.

WhenLevisawhowtheylooked,hesneered,“What’swrong?Haveyougivenup?Isn’ttheGatesfamily

abovethelaw?Whyareyouonyourknees?”

“Y-Y-You…”Fredstammeredinafranticvoiceanddidn’tdarecontinue.

Inthemidstofhishackingcough,Kurtbarelyforcedoutaquestion.“You…whoareyoureally?”

Priortothis,whenHadesledthreethousandmentoprotecthim,itdidn’tpiquetheircuriosityasto

whoLeviwas.

However,therewerethirtyregimentsofsoldiersfromtheSouthWarzoneprotectinghimnow.

ItindicatedthatLeviwassomeonealotmoreimportantthantheyhadimagined.



“Tobehonest,theGatesfamilyhavenorighttoknowmyidentity.”

Levishotthemacoldglare.

“Men,captureallofthem.SincenoonedarestotouchtheGatesfamily,I’llbetheonetodoit!”

“Iwanttoseeformyselfhowcapableisaprominentfamilythatdeclaredthemselvestobethelawof

theland,”Levibellowed.

Kurtandhismenclosedtheireyesindespair.TheGatesfamilyarefinished!

…

Meanwhile,backattheBlackfamilymanor.

“Grandpa,Grandma,Ihavebadnews.TheGatesfamilyhavebroughtfivehundredDragonGuardsto

SouthCity,”Loganreportedwhilebeingoutofbreath.



“What?Sosoon?”

Meredithandtheothers’expressionschangedastheywerestruckbyfear.

“Thisreallymeanstrouble!”

“Doyouknowwherethey’reheaded?”Meredithasked.

“TheyarelookingforLeviasofnow.IheardtheywanttokillhimandwipeoutSouthCity’s

underworld,”Loganreplied.

Meredithbegantopray.“IhopewhenLeviiskilled,theGatesfamilywouldbeappeased.”

“Grandma,whatareyousaying?”Zoeyfumed.
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Meredithandeveryoneelsestaredather.“Zoey,don’ttellmeyoureallybelieveLevicandealwiththis

issue?”



“TheGatesfamilyaregoingtokillhim.Eventhethreethousandmenwhoprotectedyouwilldie

tragically,”Loganexplainedtherealityofthesituation.

“Huh?”

Atthatmoment,Zoeyfinallyunderstoodthegravityofthematter.

“Oh?Isthatso?ThenwhyamIstillalive?”

Atthatmoment,avoiceemanatedthroughtheroom,causingLogantodroptohiskneesinhorror.

“It’saghost!”

“Whatf***kingghostareyoutalkingabout?I’mstillaliveandwell,”Levigruntedinexasperation.

“Areyoureallyalright?”



MeredithandtheothersstoodupandlookedtowardsLevi.

“Whatcanhappentome?”

“WhatabouttheGatesfamily?Weren’ttheylookingforyou?”Meredithinquiredindisbelief.

“Oh,Idestroyedthem.Theynolongerexist,”Levirepliedcasually.

“What?Howisthatpossible?”

Meredithandtheotherlookedathimdoubtfully.

Atthesametime,Loganquicklycheckedonthelatestnewswithhiscontacts.

Afterthat,hisexpressionchangeddrastically.

“It’strue…theGatesfamilyhasdisappearedfromSouthCityandnooneknowswheretheyhavegone.I

-I-Its…”Loganwassobewilderedthathewasstumpedforwords.



“Soit’strue?”

Meredith,Robert,andeveryoneelselookedonindisbelief.

Atthatmoment,Russellletoutarelaxedsmile.

FortheGatesfamilytochallengeLevi,isn’titthesameashavingadeathwish?

ZoeygrabbedLevi’shandandmurmured,“WasitthemysteriousbossoftheMorrisGroupthatdidit

again?”

Leviwasstunnedforasecondbeforenodding.AshewasthebossoftheMorrisGroup,whatZoeysaid

wasn’twrong.

“Weowehimyetanotherdebtofgratitude.Bynow,Idon’tevenknowhowwe’regoingtorepayit,”

Zoeyremarkedwithasmile.

Grinning,Levireplied,“Worsecomestoworst,I’llsellmyselftothem.”



“That’sunacceptable!Anythingelsebutthat.”ZoeyshookherheadasherloveforLeviwasnowrooted

deepinherbones.

Allthiswhile,herexpectationofahusbandwasthathewouldbearespectable,maturemanwitha

heartofgold.Butasofnow,nomatterwhatLeviwasdoing,shewouldlovehimforitbecausesheknew

thathehadalwaysbeenprotectingher.

“Grandpa,Grandma,andeveryoneelse.Today,IdeclarethatIwillbetheonewho’llhavethefinalword

onmymarriage.IwillstillmarryLeviandwillwaitforhimtoorganizetheperfectweddingforus.”

InfrontofboththeBlackandLopezfamilies,Zoeymadeherstandclear.

Hearingherdeclaration,Leviwastouched.AllhecaredforwasZoey’strustinhim.

Bothfamiliessighedinresponse.Whycan’tweescapefromLevi!Karmaisab****!

Intheend,Meredithhadnochoicebuttogiveupherplans.Afterbeingtaughtaharshlesson,shehad

enough.



…

SouthHampton.

ItwasErudia’seconomiccapital,hencewasalsoknownastheDevil’sCapital.

SouthHamptonwasatanevenhigherlevelthanthefirst-tiercitiesofNorthHamptonandSouthCity.

Thereasonbeingafewroyalfamilieshadestablishedthemselvesthereandtheireconomicpowerwas

immense.

However,SouthHampton’shighsocietywasshakentodaybecauseKurtGates,presidentoftheSouth

Hamptonchamberofcommercehadbeendecimated,alongwiththeentireGatesfamily.

AlthoughtheGatesfamilywasnotaspowerfulastheroyalfamilies,theystillcontrolledasignificant

portionofSouthHampton’seconomy.

Forthemtodisappearwithoutatracestruckfearintomany.



What’sgoingon?

Wasn’ttheGatesfamilysupposedtohaveaweddinginSouthCity?Howcantheydisappearjustlike

that?

Withinashortperiodoftime,thecitizensofSouthHamptonbegantogrowanxious.

Meanwhile,withinthedeepforestsoutsideSouthHampton,therewasaluxuriousvilla.Outsidethevilla,

therewerehundredsofmenkneelingatthedoor.

“Master,pleaseavengeJackyforus!”
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Ashundredsofmenwereshouting,theywereallslammingtheirheadsontotheground,totheextent

thatbloodwasoozingoutoftheirforeheads.

Whatmadeitmoreshockingwasthattheyhadbeenkneelingthereforthreewholedays.

EversincethenewsofJackyLawson’sdeathspread,themenbegantogatherinfrontofthevilla.



TheywereallJacky’sfellowdisciplesofthesamemaster.

TheirmasterdoeshavetheintentiontoheadforSouthCity,butitjustwasn’ttherighttimeyetashe

wasstillinthemidstofhissolitarymeditation.

ButnowthatJackywasdead,hisfellowdisciplescouldwaitnolonger.Hence,theywerepleadingwith

theirmastertoendhismediationearlier.

Suddenlyaloudsighwasheardfromwithinthevilla.Thehundredsofdiscipleswhohearditbeganto

feelexcitedTheirfaceswhichwerepreviouslypalewithdespairwerenowglowingbrilliantly.

Inthenextmoment,thevilla’sdoorslowlyopened.

Suddenly,tworowsofbodyguardsdressedinredmarchedout.

Upontheirclothes,theword“Heimler”wasembroideredontoit.

Afterthat,anoldmansurroundedbyagroupofsixbodyguardsemerged.



AllsixofthemwerewearingmasksandweredressedexactlylikethetwomenJackyhadbroughtwith

him.

Theoldmanwaswearingawhiterobeanddidnotlookanydifferentfromanyothermenofhisage.His

eyeswerecloudyandhehadanunsteadygait,asifthewindcouldcausehimtofallanytime.

“Allhailthemaster!”

Thehundredsofdiscipleschanted.

Alloftheirfaceswerefilledwithrespectandadmiration.

“IsJackyreallydonefor?”Theoldmanaskedinatremblingvoice.

“Master,JackywillbestayinginSouthCityforeverandisnevercomingback,”hisdisciplesanswered.

Uponhearingthenews,theoldmanlookedupandheavedalongsigh.



Throughouthislife,hisdisciplesnumberedinthehundredsifnotthethousands.

Evenformanyofhiscurrentstudents,hedidn’tevenremembertheirnames.

However,amongstallofthem,Jackywashisfavorite.

Infact,hewastrainingJackytobehisheirgiventhathehadnosons.

Orelse,hewouldn’thavesentJackyonsuchanimportantassignmentsuchastakingoverSouthCity.

Twodaysago,hehadjustspokentoJackywhoreassuredhimthateverythingwasgoingwellandthat

SouthCity’sunderworldhadbeenwipedout.

However,notlongafterthat,hereceivedthenewsofJacky’sdeath.

“Whokilledhim?”Theoldmandemanded.



“Master,itwasthecurrentleaderofSouthCity’sunderworld,Hades.Heisthecurrentchampionand

recordholderoftheDeathmatchchampionships.”

“Therefore,wehavenottakenanyactionyetandhavebeenwaitingforyoutofinishyourmeditation,”

thestudentsreplied.

“Ican’tbelievethatSouthCityhassuchaformidablewarrior.Jackyhasdiedinvainindeed!”theold

manlamented.

“Master,don’tworry,oncewecombineallourstrength,wecanseekrevengeforJacky.”

“Yeah!weshallnotrestuntilwehaveavengedJacky!”thehundredsofdiscipleschantedinunison.

“Whereishisbody?”Theoldmanlookedtowardthecrowd.

Atthat,thecrowdfellsilentasnooneshowedanyconcernastowhatbefellthebodyafterhisdeath,to

theextentitwaslikelystillleftinSouthCity.

Witnessingtheirsilence,theoldmanwasinfuriated.



“Youkeepharpingonaboutrevengeandyetyoudidn’tevenbothertobringhisbodyback!”

Theoldman’svoicethunderedthroughthecrowdandwasabigcontrasttohisfeebledemeanor.

Thenextmoment,thehundredsofdisciplestrembledinfearandbowedtheirheadsontheground.

Theyweresoterrifiedthateveryoneofthemwasdrenchedincoldsweat.

Theirmasterwasfurious.Theyknewwhatwouldfollowwillbeearth-shatteringduetohisterrifying

identity.Oncehisidentitywasrevealed,thewholeofsouthernErudiawouldbequakingintheirboots.
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TheoldandseeminglyfeeblemanwasnoneotherthantheleaderoftheSouthernUnion,GroverCooke.

MostoftheSouthernUnion’sbrancheswerebasedalongthecoastwheretheeconomythrivedwith

manydifferentindustries.

TherewereinnumerablemartialartexpertswithintheSouthernUnion.Infact,alloftheexpertsinthe

southitselforiginatedfromtheSouthernUnion.

Theyweresopowerfulthattheunderworldsofallmajorcitieswouldtrembleatthemerementionof



theSouthernUnion.

EvenScottYatescamefromtheSouthernUnionbuthardlyanyoneknewaboutit.

Everyyear,hehadtopayatributeoffivebilliontotheSouthernUnion.

Noonereallyknewwhyhehadtolivethelifeofarecluseforthirtyyears.

TherealreasonwasthathisinfluencehadexpandedtooquicklyandclashedwiththatoftheSouthern

Union.

Hence,ifhecontinuedtoexpandanyfurther,theSouthernUnionwouldhavetotakehimdown.

Therefore,ScotthadnochoicebuttoshuntheworldtopreventtheSouthernUnionfromtakingaction

againsthim.

Eversincethen,thetributeScotthadtopaytheSouthernUnionincreasedtotenbillion.



Onlythencouldheensurehisownsafety.

Furthermore,eventheTripleGrouphadtopaybillionsintributetotheSouthernUnion.

ThefactthataninternationalconglomeratesuchastheTripleGrouphadtobowdowntoitskneesto

theSouthernUniondemonstratedhowdomineeringtheywere.

Insummary,anyonewithanysortofinfluenceinthesouthhadtopaytheirrespectstotheSouthern

Union.

Nevertheless,theSouthernUnionwasnotobligatedtohelpthemoutinreturn.

ThisshowedjusthowpowerfultheSouthernUnionwas.

Infact,alltheunderworldswithinsouthernErudiawerecontrolledbytheSouthernUnion.

Aslongastheygavetheword,anyofthegroupscouldbewipedout.



However,thingshappeneddifferentlyinSouthCity.

Firstly,Scott’sfactionwasdestroyed,followedbythecollapseoftheTripleGroup.

Whenthetributesfrombothgroupsstopped,theSouthernUnionrealizedsomethinghadhappenedin

SouthCity.

Hence,Jackywassenttoresolvethematter.

AsSouthCityformedahugepartoftheirbusiness,theheadoftheSouthernUnion,Grover,hadto

personallydealwithit.

EverysinglediscipleofGrover’swasanelitewithintheirownindustry.

Anyonewhowasweakwouldnotevenqualifytobeone.

Overthelastfewdecades,Grover,wholovedreceivingstudents,onlyacceptedseventoeighthundred

ofthem.



Therefore,itwassafetosaythateverysingleoneofthemwasageniusintheirownright.

Notonlydidhehavealotofstudents,buthealsohadanarmyofsubordinatesandamassivenetwork

ofcontacts.Infact,justawordfromGroverandthewholeofsouthErudiawouldacknowledgeit.That

washowpowerfultheheadoftheSouthernUnionwas.

“Master,itisourfault!WeshouldhavebroughtJacky’sbodybackimmediately.”

“Master,pleasegiveusachance.WewilldefinitelyreclaimJacky’sbody.”

Onebyone,hisdisciplespleaded.

Meanwhile,Grovershotaquickglancearoundandexclaimed,“Youhavedisappointedmeenough!Iwill

avengemydisciplemyself!”

“JohnnyLawrence?”Grovercalledout.

“Master,Johnnyatyourservice,”Amiddle-agedmansteppedforwardandsaid.



“IorderyoutoheadovertoSouthCity.BeforetheSouthernUnionarmyarrives,youmustreclaim

Jacky’sbody,”Groverinstructed.

“Yes,Master!”

Withthat,Johnnyleft.

JohnnywasanintegralmemberoftheSouthernUnionashewasamongtheSouthernUnion’sbest

warriors.OftheFourKingsandEightSlaves,hewasoneoftheFourKings.

OtherthantheheadoftheSouthernUnion,theFourKingswerenextinlineintermsofthechainof

command.

TheFourKingsoftheSouthernUnionweresostrongthattheycouldeasilydefeatScottYates.

“Jackydiedatragicdeath.Priortothis,Iwasevenplanningtodeclarehimasmyheirattheupcoming

Unionconference.”

Ashespoke,TearsrolleddownGrover’seyes.
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“JohnnyisonhiswaytoSouthCity.OnceJacky’sbodyisbroughtback,Iwanttoholdafuneralforhim

there,”Groverdeclared.

“Yes,Master.WewilldefinitelygiveJackyagrandfuneral.”

Turningtowardsthecrowd,Groverordered,“Next,youwillneedtoinvestigateandfindoutwhowas

involvedinJacky’sdeath.Afterthat,wewillburyallofthemalivetogetherwithJacky!”

Atthatmoment,Grover’swholebeingexudedanicycoldaura,overwhelmingthesurroundingswitha

chillypressure.

Everyonesuddenlyshiveredasthecoldspellengulfedthem,itfeltasiftheyhadfallenintoanicylake.

Theycouldfeelthesurroundingtemperaturedropbyseventoeightdegrees.

Itwasrealandwasn’tanexaggerationatall.

GroverwasanelitemartialartistwhopracticedtheAncientArtsofChi.



ThereasonhewasinsolitarymeditationwastofurtherenhancethepowerofhisChi.

“Understood,Master.Wewillproceedtoinvestigateandleavenostoneunturned,”hisdisciples

answered.

AllofthemtrembledattheideathatGroverwasgoingtoburyaliveabunchofmentogetherwithJacky.

Itwassuchaterrifyingnotiontothem.

However,thatwastheconsequenceofoffendingtheheadoftheSouthernUnion.

Meanwhile,inSouthCity,LeviandZoeyhadnoinklingoftheloomingcrisis.

Infact,LevihadevenforgottenaboutJacky,letaloneexpectedsomeoneseekingtoavengehim.

ThelastthinghewasinterestedinwastofindoutwhoJackyreallywas.



Inrecentdays,theDaviesfamilyfeltasenseofdread.

Leslieandhissondidn’teatnorsleepwellastheywereconstantlyworried.

ThereasonbeingtheyknewJackyLawsonwaspartoftheSouthernUnionandwastheUnionleader’s

disciple.

Therefore,eversinceJackyhaddied,theygrewincreasinglyanxiousastheyknewtheSouthernUnion

wouldnotrestuntilJackywasavenged.

Infact,theyexpectedthemselvestobedraggedintothematter.

Leftwithnochoice,theycouldonlywait.Itwasn’tuntiloneafternoonthatagroupofmenfinally

arrived.

ItwasoneoftheSouthernUnion’sFourKings,Johnny,andhismen.

AsLeslie’seyesbrightened,heapproachedthemquickly.“Wehavebeenexpectingyou,dearsirs.”



“We,theDaviesfamily,areofnouseatall.Weweren’tabletoprotectJacky,”Leslieconfessed.

“There’snoneedforthat,Iknowyou’renottoblame,”Johnnyremarkedimpatiently.

“Tellme,whereisJacky’sbody?”Johnnyasked.

“Huh?”

Stunnedforamoment,Lesliequicklyreplied,“Sir,Jacky’sbodywastakenawaybyHades’menandI

don’tknowwheretheythrewit.”

“What?Threw?”Johnnyexclaimedinanger,blastinganintimidatingpressureacrosstheroom.

ItleftLeslieandtheothersbreathless.

BothLeslieandDerekwereshockedwhentheyrealizedJohnnywasmorepowerfulthantheSlavesthat

Jackyhadbroughtwithhim.



Whoishereally?

“That’sright,sir.TheysaidtheywantedtothrowJacky’sbodyintothegarbagedump.”

“Ireckonhisbodymusthaverottedoffawayatadumpsomewhere.”

UponhearingLeslie’swords,Johnnywasutterlyfurious.

Heslammedhisfistononeofthewallsinfrustration,causingthewalltocollapseintorubble.

“Damnit!”

“IfIcan’tfindJacky’sbody,IwillmakesurethewholeofSouthCitywillbeburiedtogetherwithhim,”

Johnnydeclaredwithaterrifyingexpressiononhisface.

Atthesametime,LeslieandDerekcouldfeelanimmensepressurethatforcedthemtotheirknees.

Suchstrength!Suchimmensepower!



Heisstrongerthananyonewe’veseenbefore.

“YouwilltakemetoseeHades!”Johnnyorderedinafrostytone.

Inashortwhile,agroupofmenappearedattheentranceoftheJaggedClub.

LesliefeltmoreconfidentthistimearoundbecauseheknewJohnnywasoneofthepowerfulFourKings.
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“Whatdoyouwant?”Themomenttheguardattheentranceasked,twolightning-fastslashesmade

quickworkofhim.

Afterthat,Johnnyandhismenenteredtheclub.

Inside,theclubwasaslivelyasusual.

Johnnywentstraighttotheclub’sDJbooth,turneddownthemusic,andswitchedonallthelights.



Everycorneroftheclubwasilluminatedasifitwasbroaddaylight.

Atthatmoment,thehundredsofpatronsintheclubstoppeddancingandturnedtostareattheDJ

booth.

Theatmospherebecameboisterousastheclub’sstaffrushedtowardsthebooth.

Pickingupthemic,Johnnyinstructed,“Silence!Ihavesomethingtosay.”

Uponhisorders,everyonekeptquietandgavehimtheirattention.

“Letmeintroducemyself.IamJohnnyLawrence.”

“Huh?JohnnyLawrence?Thatnamesoundsfamiliar.”

“That’sright,wheredidIhearitbefore?”



Everyoneintheclubfeltthenamesoundedfamiliar.

Johnnycontinued,“IamfromtheSouthernUnionandasubordinateofGroverCooke.”

WhenJohnnyrevealedhisidentity,everyonewentballisticandlookedathimindisbelief.

“MyGod!It’soneoftheFourKingsoftheSouthernUnion.”

“It’sreallyJohnnyoftheSouthernUnion.Thisisunbelievable!”

“JohnnyisreallyhereinSouthCity!Somethingbigmusthavehappened!”

Theclubwasinanuproar.WheneveryoneheardthatitwastheSouthernUnion,theywerefilledwith

excitement.

Asgangstersintheunderworld,theirdreamwastojointhelegendarySouthernUnion.

Tothem,itwasasgoodastheirreligionandwasanachievementthatwouldbringhonortothefamily.



Inshort,theyconsideredittheirHolyLand.

Atthesametime,itwasalsothemostfrighteningofplaces.

AnyonewhooffendedtheSouthernUnionwouldbehunteddownandkilled.

Therewouldbenoescapeevenifonefledtotheendsoftheearth.

Forthegangsters,itwasanunbelievablesightthatoneofthelegendaryFourKingsoftheSouthern

Union,Johnny,wasstandingbeforethemasmanyofthemworshippedhim.

Infact,someevenhadhisfacetattooedontheirbodies.

AsJohnnywascourageousandbattle-hardened,therewasanairofinvincibilityaroundhim.

“Today,I’mheretolookforthebodyofmymaster’sdisciple,JackyLawson.”



ThemomentJohnnychangedthetopic,everyonewasstunned.

Johnny’smaster?

Isn’tthatGroverCookeoftheSouthernUnion?

Grover’sdisciple’sbody?

Suddenly,everyonethoughtofthesamehaughtyperson,Jacky,fromafewdaysago.

He’sactuallyoneoftheSouthernUnion’sdisciples?Thismeansbigtroubleasitnowinvolvesthe

SouthernUnion.NomatterhowstrongHadesis,it’snotgoingtobeofmuchhelp.

“Johnny,thishasnothingtodowithus,it’sallHades’doing!”

“That’sright,wewerenotinvolvedatall.”



Atthatmoment,everyonepresentdisavowedtheirinvolvementwhileonlyafewwerehesitating.

TheywereformerfollowersofBrockGreenwhohadswitchedtheirallegiancetoHades.

Astherestofthecrowdmovedaside,theywereleftstandinginthecenter.

Johnnyinstantlyunderstoodwhatwasgoingon.

Heaskedthem,“WereyoutheonesthattookJacky’sbody?”

Histonewascalmbutsodomineeringthatitfeltsuffocating.

“Yes,sowhatifwewere?”oneofthemreplied.

“Whereisthebodynow?”Johnnydemandedwordbyword.

Atthemoment,animmensepressurefilledtheclubandeveryonefelttheirheartsracing.



“Wethrewitawayatagarbagedump,”themanreplied.

“Welldone!Allofyouwillhavetodie!”Johnnyroared.

“Whoareyou?Howdareyoucausetroubleinmyterritory?”

Chapter659

Justthen,avoiceboomedfrombehind.

Amanwithamaskcoveringhalfhisfaceappeared.

ItwasHades.

AsLeviwaswithZoeytoday,Hadesdidn’tneedtowatchoverherandthereforecamebackearly.What

hedidn’texpectwastofindaruckusinhisclub.

“Whoareyou?”Johnnybellowed.



“Johnny,he’sHades!HeistheonewhokilledJackyandthetwoSlaves.Isawitwithmyowneyes!”

Lesliereported.

“That’sright,hekilledthem!”Derekandtheotherschimedin.

WhenJohnnyrealizedthatthemanwashisenemy,Hades,hefeltespeciallyinvigoratedandhiseyes

gleamedwithmurderousintent.

“Seizehim!”Johnnyordered.

MorethantenofhismenscrambleddownfromtheDJboothandchargedtowardsHades.

Allofthemwereformidablewarriorswhousedallkindsofweapons.Someusedchainwhipsandspears

whileotherswieldedgiantcleavers.

Thegroupoffighterswereextremelywell-coordinatedandwereabletoputHadesonthedefensive.

ItwasasightthatshockedmanyaseveryoneknewhowformidableHadeswasasafighter.



Hadesisbeingbeatenback!TheSouthernUniondoesliveuptoitsreputation!

EverymemberoftheUnionisindeedanelitewarrior.

However,inthenextmoment,Hadesexplodedinrageashehurledhisinvinciblefistsforward.Oneby

one,theSouthernUnionwarriorsweresentflyingback.

Johnny’seyesnarrowedashefeltachilldownhisspine.NowonderhewasabletokillMaster’sSlaves.

Whataformidablewarriorindeed!

PerhapsIshouldwaitforMastertoarrivebeforedecidingonthenextstep.Mymissiontodayisjustto

locateJacky’sbody.

AsforHadesandhismen,JohnnydecidednottotakethemdownasherememberedGroverwantedto

burythemalivewithJacky.

“Stop!”Atthewaveofhishand,allhiswarriorsstoppedtheirattacks.

“YoumustbeHades.Iwillletyouofftoday!Sotellme,wherehaveyouthrownJacky’sbody?”Johnny



asked.

“It’satFarEastRoad,youcanlookforhimthere,”someoneshouted.

“Verywell,Ilookforwardtoournextencounter,Hades!”Johnnysneered.

“Haha,fine.I’llbewaitingforyou.”Hadesburstintolaughter.

Ifitweretheolddays,hewouldhavebeenworried.ButnowwithLevibackinghim,therewasnothing

forhimtobeafraidof.

Withthat,Johnnyleft.

Hisfollowerswereleftpuzzled,“Johnny,whydidn’tyouallowustokillhim?”

“He’sreallystrongandyou’renomatchforhim.Evenforme,wemightjustbeevenlymatched.Ifhehas

furthersupport,wewillbeatadisadvantage.Therefore,it’sbettertowaitforMaster’sarrivalbefore

wedecideonournextcourseofaction,”Johnnyexplainedhisconcerns.



“Weunderstandnow,”Johnny’sfollowersreplied.

ArrivingatFarEastRoad,theysearchedaroundthewholenight.Finally,theymanagedtolocateJacky’s

bodyinthegarbagedump.Itwassurroundedbyfliesandhadlongsincedecomposed.

Enduringthestench,JohnnybroughtJacky’sbodyback.

Atthesametime,LeslieorderedacrystalcoffinsothatJacky’sbodycanbefrozeninside.

AfterGroverheardwhathappened,hewasabsolutelylivid.

“Iwillpersonallydealwiththem!”hethundered.

BackinSouthCity,HadesrelatedwhathappenedtoLevi.

“TheSouthernUnion?Iknowofthem,”Leviremarked.

“TheoverseasbranchesoftheSouthernUnionareevenmoreterrifyingastheyarepackedwith



formidablewarriors.Manycountrieshavesufferedundertheirhands.”

Levi’seyessparkledwithexcitement.“Thisisreallyinteresting.WhiteTiger,youhaveanopportunityto

goalloutnow.”
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WhiteTigersquintedhiseyesandsmiled,“IhavealsoheardthattheSouthernUnionisfilledwith

capablewarriors.Ihadthehonoroffightingsomeofthemoverseasandtheyhaveprovedthemselves

tobeveryskilled.IhopeIwillmeetsomeonewhoIcanfightwithoutanyreservations.”

AzureDragonsighed,“Isn’tthereasaying?AllthebestwarriorsoriginatefromtheSouthernUnion.”

Kirin’seyesglistened,“Unfortunately,theyhaveoffendedthewrongpeople.Theaudacityofthemto

actwithsuchimpunityinfrontofusisjustpureinsolence!”

However,Levismiledtohimselfdeviouslyashehadadifferentplan.

...

Meanwhile.



“Hewaskilledjustbecausehecourtedalady?”Johnnyaskedcuriously.

“That’scorrect.Jackyhadrepeatedlytriedtoaskaladyoutbutwasrejectedeverytime.Finally,hewas

killedinstead,”Leslierelated.

“Whoisshe?”Johnny’sexpressiondarkenedimmensely.

“HernameisZoeyLopez,she’sthebossofOrientalStarGroup.ShehasthesupportoftheMorris

Group.”

Johnnysneeredcoldly,“DamnthatMorrisGroup!Wewillannihilatethemthistime!”

OnceMasterarrivesinSouthCity,MorrisGroupwillbeeliminatedregardlessofwhotheyareandwho

theirbossis.

Thenextday,GroverpersonallyledtheotherthreeKingsandothersixSlavestoSouthCity.

TheywerenotaloneasamassivenumberofSouthernUnionmembersaccompaniedthem.Withawave

ofhishand,GroverwasabletogathertensofthousandsofUnionmemberseasily.Thatwasthe



influencetheMasteroftheSouthernUnionwielded.

TheDaviesfamilyresidencewastobecometheirbase.

BothDerekandhissonhadneverintheirwildestdreamsexpectedtomeetthelegendaryMasterofthe

SouthernUnioninperson.

“Where’sJacky?”

ThemomentGroverarrivedattheDaviesresidence,hemadeabeelinetowardsJacky’scorpse.

“Master,pleasefollowme.”Johnnyquicklyledtheway.

WhenGroversawJackyinsidethecrystalcoffin,hecouldnolongercontainhisemotions.Jackywashis

favoritestudentwhomhetreatedlikeason.

Afterbroodinginfrontofthecoffinforalongtime,hecalledouttohismen.



“Master,yourorders?”theFourKingsandSixSlavesanswered.

“Inthreedays’time,wewillholdafuneralofthehighesthonorforJackybasedontheSouthernUnion’s

ceremonialrites.TheleadersofeverySouthernUnionbranchmustattend,”Groverordered.

“Understood!”themenrepliedinacknowledgment.

“AsforallthosewhowereinvolvedinJacky’sdeath,capturethemsothatIcanburyallofthem

togetherwithhim,”Groverroared.

“Master,fromourinvestigations,wehavenarroweddownthemainsuspectstoelevenpeople.Thefour

mainfiguresareHades,LeviGarrison,ZoeyLopez,andSylasWhitfield.”

Atthat,Groverreleasedhisauraofintensepressurethatseemedtobeabletomovemountains.

“Asfortherest,theyincludeboththefatherandsonoftheDaviesfamily.”ThemangaveDerekand

Leslieacoldstare.

Thefatherandsonduofaintedinshockuponrealizingthattheystillhadtobeburiedaliveintheend.



“Verywell,beforethefuneralbegins,thoseresponsiblemustallstandbeforeme,”Groverinsisted

angrily.

“Yes,Master!”theFourKingsshoutedinunison.

“IheardthatJackydiedbecauseofawoman?”Groverasked.

Thecrowdhesitatedbutnoddedintheend.“Yes,that’sright.”

“Master,theladyisadaughteroftheLopezfamilywhichisoneofSouthCity’sfournoblefamilies,”

someoneexplained.

“Verywell.Inthatcase,thefuneralwillbeheldattheLopezfamilyresidence.Theirwholefamilywillbe

heldaccountablefortheactionsoftheiryoung,”Groversaidcoldly.

Johnnyrequested,“Master,IvolunteertobethevanguardtotakedowntheLopezfamily.”

TheotherthreeKingsfollowedandrequestedthesame.



“Asyouwish,nowlet’sheadout!”
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TheLopezfamilyinSouthCitydidnotexpecttheSouthernUniontocomeaftertheirblood.Themost

importantthingwasthattheyhadnothingtodowiththatmatter.Andnow,theSouthernUnion’sarmy

wasattheLopezresidence,quicklydefeatingtheguardsstationedattheLopezmansion.

PatriarchLeonLopez,theeldestbrotherofSebastianLopez,hurriedlybroughttheentireLopezfamily

outside.

TheoutsideoftheluxuriousmanorwasdenselypackedwithmembersoftheSouthernUnion,andthey

werealldressedinred.

Sixmaskedmen,whostoodinfrontofthecrowd,werecarryingacrystalcoffin.

ThefirstfourbravemenstandinginfrontglancedateveryoneintheLopezfamilywithadomineering

look.TheywerepreventingtheLopezfamilymembersfromrunningaway.

Behindthehugecrowd,acarwasheadingtowardsthem.Theword“Heimler”wasengravedonthecar.



TheLopezfamilyfellintoafrightenedsilence.Theywerecompletelybewildered.Whocouldthese

peoplebe?

SincethefallofSebastianLopez,theLopezfamilyhadlaidlowandstayedawayfromunwanted

attention.Theyhadneverencounteredanyenemiesthereafter.Whythenwastheresuchapowerful

adversaryattheirdoorstep?

“Who…whoareyoupeople?”LeonLopezasked,tremblingwithfear.

“JohnnyLawrence,ofSouthernUnion.”

“JaelEllison,ofSouthernUnion.”

“YadrielLarson,ofSouthernUnion.”

“ConnorHill,ofSouthernUnion.”

Afterthefourmenreportedtheirnames,therewasaloudthud.



Theoldpatriarch,LeonLopez,hadfallenontothegroundinfright.

OtherelderlymembersoftheLopezfamilywerealsofrightened,theirfacesdrainedofallcolorAsfor

theyoungermembersoftheLopezfamily,theywerestupefied,andtheyhadnoideawhatwas

happening.

“T-T-This…”

LeonLopezwasalmostfoamingatthemouth.

Thisistoofrightening!

TheFourKingsoftheSouthernUnionwereallheretogether.Whatkindoftroublehadwe,theLopez

family,gottenourselvesinto?AndwhathadbroughtthelegendaryFourKingstobehereasone?

T-This…

“Whoareyoupeople?”



TheyoungstersoftheLopezfamilyhadanincredulouslookontheirfaces.

“ThesearetheFourKingsoftheSouthernUnion!”

Whentheelderlyutteredthetruth,theentireLopezfamilywasabsolutelyshockedandturnedpalein

fright.

EveryonehadheardmuchaboutthelegendarySouthernUnion.Especiallyabouttheheadofthe

SouthernUnion,theFourKings,andtheirgod-likeexistence.

“Everyonegetoutoftheway.Whoevergetsinthewaywillbekilledwithnomercy.”JohnnyLawrence

saidcoldly.

WhentheLopezfamilyheardthat,theyquicklygaveway.

WiththeFourKingsinthelead,theSixSlavescarriedthecrystalcoffinintotheLopezfamilymanor.

Behindthem,themightymembersofSouthernUnionenteredoneafteranother.Andlastly,Grover

entered.

WhentheLopezfamilyrealizedthatGroverwashereinperson,theyfelltotheirkneesinterror.

Everyonewaspetrified.Theyhadnoideawhatwasgoingon.



“Listenup!Master’sfavoritestudentdiedbecauseofZoeyLopez.TheentireLopezfamilywillhaveto

taketheblameforthetroublecausedbyZoey.YouwillallbeburiedtogetherwithJacky.”Johnnysaid

coldly.

EveryoneintheLopezfamilynearlypassedoutfromshock.WhatkindoftroublehadZoeygottenus

into?Whyshouldwetaketheblameforit?Theywantedtoflee,buttheywerecloselywatchedand

heavilysurrounded;theyweretrapped.

Soonafterward,wordsaboutJacky’sfuneralspreadfarandwide.TheheadoftheSouthernUnionand

theFourKingswouldpersonallyconductthefuneralrites.

Allofasudden,theentireSouthwasshocked.

DisciplesoftheSouthernUnionfromvariousplacescamerushingtoSouthCity.Evenbigbossesofthe

underworldsofallmajorcitieswerealsoontheirway.Theyhadtocomeandpaytheirlastrespects.

Thefuneralwastobeheldthreedaysfromnow,anditwasboundtocauseahugecommotioninthe

South.

Instantly,SouthCitycametoknowabouttheearth-shatteringnews.EventheheadofSouthernUnion

cameinperson.Hence,itwasimpossibleforthemtonotknow.Thenewsoftheupcomingfuneralin



threedaysreachedLevi’sears.

“What?Theywanttocapturemeandburymealive?TogetherwithJacky?”Levilookedsurprised.
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Hadeschuckled,“GodofWar,youandyourwifeareonthelist.Bythen,youwillallbeburiedalive.”

“Howboldofthemtothreatentoburyme,”Levisneered.

AzureDragonandKirinlaughed.“GodofWar,theSouthernUnionisindeedpowerful.Theyare

completelydifferentfromtheGatesfamilyandtheCaesarfamily.”

“That’sright.Theyaremoreorganized.”

“GrovercangatherthedisciplesofSouthernUnionfromallplaces,withjustawaveofhishand.”

WhiteTigersmiledinsolently.“Verywell.Thefuneralisinthreedays?Then,Iwillfightthemalltheway

totheend.Oh,andthistime,youcan’ttransferyourmentodoyourbidding.”WhiteTigerpleaded.



“Yes,Iwon’t.Ihaveaplaninmind.We’lltalkaboutthatlater.”

Levihadearlieronmappedoutastrategyforasituationsuchasthis.

“Hades,I’massigningyoutoprotectmywife.Shehasfinallysettleddowninherwork,soIdon’twant

hertoknowanythingaboutthisortobedisturbed,”Leviordered.

“Understood.Iwillriskmylifetoprotecther.”

…

Ontheotherside,aftertheSouthernUnionhadtakenovertheLopezfamily,theywereabouttomake

theirnextmove.

“Master,howareyougoingtodealwithMorrisGroupthistimearound?”Johnnyaskedcuriously.“I’ve

heardthatmanypeoplewhoweregottenridofearlierondidnotevenhavethechancetomeetthe

MorrisGroup’sbossinperson.”

Groverthoughtdeeplyandsaid,“Findthebossanddrivehimout.”



“Understood.”

Subsequently,theSouthernUnionmadetheirmove.Onebyone,theycapturedthosewhowere

involvedinJacky’sdeath.Intheend,theonlypeoplelefttobecapturedwereLevi,Hades,Zoey,and

Sylas.

Butthen,theSouthernUnionhesitatedtomakethemove.ExceptforLevi,theotherthreewerealways

together.InordertocaptureZoey,theyhadtogetpastHades.

“HadeskilledtheTwoSlavessingle-handedly.He’sjusttoopowerful.”

“I’vepersonallyseenitwithmyowneyestoo.Attheveryleast,hehasafiftypercentchanceofbeating

me,”Johnnysaid.

“Master,I’vemanagedtocheckHades’identity.HewasoncetheLNation’sGodofWar.Afterhewas

beingdefeatedbyErudia’sGodofWar,hewentincognitoandappearedinEasternDeathmatches.”

AmongGrover’shundredsofstudents,fewofthemweregoodatdiggingupinformation.Thus,very

quickly,Hades’trueidentitywasrevealed.



“Sohe’sLNation’sGodofWar.Nowonderhe’ssopowerful.”

Itwasonlythenrealizationstruckeveryone.

“Ifthatisthecase,thenthefourofyoushouldgotogether.ShowhimhowpowerfultheSouthern

Unioncanbe.IfErudia’sGodofWarcandefeathim,thensocanI,”Groverordered.

“Understood!”

JohnnyLawrenceandthethreeKingsobeyed.

Thatday,Zoeywenttoworkasusual,andSylascametopickherup.Halfwaytowork,Hadesshowedup

infrontofthem.

HehandedSylasanotethatread,“Gotothedestinationwrittenabove.Leaveimmediately.”

Sylasreadthenote,immediatelystartedthecar,andspedoff.



Hades,whohadbeenguardingthemfromadistance,senseddangerintheairallofasudden.Thistime,

heactuallyfearedtheworstwasgoingtohappen.Andhewasn’tsureifhecouldhandleit.Immediately,

heaskedSylastotakeZoeytotheWarzonecompoundtolookforLeviforprotection.

“Phew!”Hadesbreathedasighofreliefwhenthecarleft.

Heslowlywalkedtotheothersideoftheroad.

Justthen,foursilhouettesappearedinthedarkalley.

JohnnyLawrenceandthethreeKingsappearedtogetherandglaredatHadeswiththeirferociouseyes.

SeeingHadeswalkingtowardsthemstepbystep,Johnnysaidcoldly,“You’readeadman.”

Chapter663

InthenarrowanddarkalleyHadesandtheSouthernUnion’sFourKingsattackedoneanother.

SouthernUnionhadalwayspridedthemselvestobeahomageofstrength.Therewerethreewaysto

obtainahighposition.First,martialarts.Second,financialresources.Third,brains.



Topossessoneofthecriteriawasfrighteningenough.Whatmoreifsomeonepossessedallthree

criteria.

TherewasawayofsayingintheSouthernUnionabouttheFourKingsandtheEightSlavesthat

representedthethreemostpowerfulechelons.

ThestrengthoftheFourKingswasunmatched,andthatwasthekeytotheSouthernUnion’s

expeditions,resultingincountlessterritoriesbeingclaimed.

Inthelongandnarrowalley,anearth-shakingbattlewasgoingon.

Bothsidesofthealleywallscollapsedfromthefight.Eventhesurroundingbuildings,oneafteranother,

wereextensivelydamaged.

Atfirst,HadeswasabletofightofftheFourKings.Butgradually,hewasatthelosingend.

EachoftheFourKingsfoughthimwithsimilarstrengths.Withthefourofthemcombined,hewas

certainlyofnomatchagainstthem.

Tenminuteslater,HadeswaskickedforcefullybyJohnny.



JustwhenHadeswasabouttogetbackonhisfeet,threeviolentblowsslammedonhisbody.

Morethanadozenofhisbonesshattered,andhelosthismobility.

“Don’tkillhim!”

AcoldglintflashedacrossJohnny’seyesashetookoutasmallknife.Veryswiftly,heseveredHades’

tendonsinhisarmsandlegs.

ThedefeatedHadesfaintedfromtheunbearablepain.

Atlast,Hadeswascarriedaway.HewasgoingtobeburiedtogetherwithJackyLawson’sbody.

“Whataboutthosetwowomen?”Yadrielasked.

“Hadeshasfallen,sowhereelsearetheygoingtorunto?Sendsomeonetocatchthem,”Johnnysmiled.



Tohim,Hadeswasthebiggestobstacle.AsforZoeyandSylas,hewasnotintheleastworried.Thus,

orderinghismentocapturethem.

Atthesametime,Sylasspedtowardsthedestinationwrittenonthenote.Soon,theyarrivedatLevi’s

base–Warzonecompound.Bothwomenrushedintothebasecampinapanic,collidingwithLevi.

“What’swrong?”Leviasked.

“Idon’tknow.ThemanprotectingMs.LopezhandedmeanoteandaskedmetobringZoeyhere,”Sylas

saidanxiously.

Leviwastakenaback.HecouldonlyblamehisowncarelessnessbyunderestimatingtheSouthernUnion.

HethoughtthatsincetheunrivaledLNation’sGodofWarwasonhisside,noonefromtheSouthern

Unionwasgoodenoughtobeanopponent.

Rightnow,itseemedlikehewaswrong.Hadesmusthaverealizedhewasnotgoingtobeabletohold

backthepowerfulSouthernUnion.Andthat’swhyheaskedSylastocomehere.

Sureenough,thesayingwastrue–allthebestwarriorsoriginatedfromtheSouthernUnion.

ItappearedthattherewereafewstrongfightersinSouthernUnionwhowereabletodefeatHades.



“Youcansleepherefortonight.”Levisaid.

Zoeywasunsureabouttheplacebutstayedanyway.

ShewasfilledwithcuriosityaboutLevi’sidentity.

Thebodyguard,whowasguardingthemfromadistance,sensedsomethingwasabouttogowrongand

urgedthemtocomehere.

He’samanofmystery.

Meanwhile,twentymartialartsmasterssentbyJohnnyhadactuallymadetheirwayhere.Itwaseasyto

seehowhighlyefficienttheSouthernUnionwas.

“Probablyit’saroundthislocation.Let’ssearcharound,andI’msurewe’llfindthemhere,”themartial

artsmasterscoordinated.

Whentheywereabouttoenterthearea,anoldmaninagreenshirtcamerunningoutfromthepavilion



andsaid,“Leave!You’renotsupposedtobehere.”

“Ha!Istheresuchaplacethatwearenotsupposedtobe?”theyremonstrated.

“ThisistheforbiddenareainSouthCity.”
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ThedisciplesoftheSouthernUnionburstintolaughterfromwhattheoldmanhadsaid.

“Forbidden?ForpeoplelikeusinSouthernUnion,thereisnoplacewherewecan’tsetfootin.”

“Youngmen,listentome.Youhavenorighttoenterthisarea,”theoldmanpersuaded.

Theoldmanwasnotonlyagatekeeperbutaveteranaswell.

“Wearegoingin.Sowhatareyougoingtodoaboutit?”

TheSouthernUnion’smartialartsmasterssteppedfurtherinbrazenly.



“Thislothasadeathwish.”Theoldmansighedinexasperationashewatchedthemen’sretreating

shadows.

Asthemenwentfurtherinthearea,peoplealongthewaypersuadedthemtoleave,emphasizingthat

thiswastheforbiddenarea.

ThispuzzledtheSouthernUnion’smartialartsmasters.

Veryquickly,theyreachedtheWarzonecompound.

“Look,it’sZoey’scar.Theyarehere.”

Afterseeingacarthatwasparkedattheentrance,oneofthemartialartsmastersexclaimed.

Justwhentheywereabouttorushin,amansuddenlyappearedinfrontofthem.Hewascasually

dressedandholdingacigarettebetweenhislips.

WhiteTiger!



Atthatmoment,Leviandhismenwerewatchingfromtherooftop.Theywereallguessinghowmany

secondsitwouldtakeWhiteTigertogetridofthesepiecesoftrash.

LeviguessedWhiteTigeronlyneededasecond.

WhiteTigerglancedatthetwentymenandasked,“Whosentyoulottocomehere?Don’tyouknow

thatyouguysarenotallowedtoenterthisplace?”

TheSouthernUnion’smartialartsmastersweretakenaback.Whydowekeephearingthatthisplace

wasforbiddentous?Whatisitaboutthisplace?Itseemedrattyandshabby,morelikeaslumthan

anythingelse.HowcouldsuchaplacebetheforbiddenareainSouthCity?

“Ha!Thereisnoplacewecan’tsetfootin.Now,getoutoftheway!”theleaderofthemartialarts

expertsshouted.

WhiteTigerchuckledandsaid,“Letmetakeapufffirst.”

AfterWhiteTigertookapullathiscigarette,hemadehismove.



Hewaslikeaboltoflightningpassingthroughthosemen.Theirvisionswentblack,andallofthemlost

consciousness.Whentheywokeup,theyfoundthemselveslyinginapileofgarbage.

Theyhadbeenthrownoutofthestreetandwereterrifiedofwhathadhappenedtothem.Forstarters,

theydidn’tevenknowhowtheywereattackedinthefirstplace.Thiswasreallyaforbiddenareaand

notaplacethatanyonecouldbreakinto.

Retreat!Thegroupofmenquicklyfled.

…

InLopezVilla.

TheFourKingshadpersonallycapturedHades,andeveryonewasinahurrah.

“Master,don’tworry.Soon,we’llbeabletocapturethatwoman,”Johnnysaid.

HehadsentafewmentocaptureLevi,Zoey,andSylas.Itwasgoingtobeaneasyjob.



Atthatmoment,thetwentymartialartsmasterscamerunningback,lookingdisconcerted.

“Master,FourKings…Somethingreallybadhashappened…”

Themenwerebadlybattered,clearlyinjured.

“Whathappened?”Johnny’sexpressionturnedsourandaskedangrily.

“ZoeyandSylasarehidinginacompoundinSouthCity.Thatplaceissoweird.Whoeverwecameacross

kepttellingusit’saforbiddenarea,askingustoleave.Wealsometastrangeman,andheknockedus

outbeforeweevensawitcoming.”

Whenthemartialartsexpertsrecountedtheevent,Johnnyandtheothersweretakenaback.

Thesetwentymenwereallmartialartsexperts,sohowweretheyoverpoweredbyaman?

Andtheydidn’tevengettotakeagoodlookattheman’sface?Hemustbereallypowerful.



“What?IstheresuchaplaceinSouthCity?”

“Whydidn’tIknowaboutthis?ScottandBrockarethestrongestmeninSouthCity,amIright?”

Atremorwentthroughthem.

HequestionedLeonLopezandtherest,butnooneknewthattherewassuchaforbiddenarea.

AlthoughGrover’sstudentswentdiggingforinformation,nobodywasabletoexplainwhyitwasso.

Becausethatplacewasarestrictedmilitaryarea,itwashighlyconfidential.Hence,itwasn’tpossiblefor

themtofindanyinformationregardingthat.

“Noway.Bringthembacktome.”

Chapter665

Groverwasfumingmad.“Idon’tcareifit’saforbiddenarea.Bringthembacktome!”

TheSouthernUnionwasknowntobearrogantandself-confidentaboutthemselves.Thus,itwouldn’t

makesenseforthemnottoenterasmallcitylikeSouthCity.Tothem,thiswasalljustajoke.



Withthat,theFourKingssaid,“Master,wepromisetobringthembackhere.”

Immediately,JohnnyandYadrieloftheFourKingsledhundredsofmartialartsexpertstothatparticular

block.

“Attack!”

Johnny’seyesflashed,andwithawaveofhishand,hesenthundredsofmartialartsexpertsintothat

block.

ThemenapproachedclosertotheWarzonecompoundswiftly,preparingtoinfiltrate.Itwasa

spectacularsight.

Soon,themencametoacrossroad.

“Left,left,left,right,left…”

Butatthatmoment,theyheardloudcommandsbeingshoutedoutItwasaccompaniedbythesoundof

auniformedpace.



“Halt!”

Johnnywavedhishand,andallthemenstoppedatthecrossroad.

Theyquietlyobservedthesurroundingsforanymovements.Thefootstepsweregettingcloser,andthe

commandsbeingshoutedoutweregettinglouder.

Theysawarmyofficersmarchingattheleft,right,andfrontofthecrossroadintersection.Thearmy

officerswereundergoingfieldtrainingbymarching.

Therewereatleastafewhundredarmyofficerswiththesizeoftwoorthreebattalions.

“Standstill!”

UponseeingJohnny,thecommanderofthearmyofficersshoutedoutthecommand.Theyhaltedtheir

stepsandstaredatJohnnyandhistroops.

Atthattime,Johnnyandhismenweredumbfounded.Everyoneexchangedglancesanddidn’tknow



whattodo.Whyweretherearmyofficershavingtheirdrillinthisplace?

Johnnywasastonished.Hesupposedthesearmyofficerswerealsoastonished.

Whywerethesepeoplegatheredattherestrictedmilitaryarea?Werethesepeopleheretocause

trouble?

ThearmyofficersknewtheycouldnotletJohnnyandhismeninfiltratethecompound.

Asharpglintflashedacrossthecommander’seyes,andhecommanded,“Moveforward!”

ArmyofficersfromallthreedirectionscontinuedtoadvanceandpressedtowardsJohnnyandhismen.

Thefootstepsofthearmyofficerswereloudlikebeatingdrums,andthebassofitvibratedin

everyone’schest.Atthatmoment,Johnnyandhismenfeltliketheirheartswouldexplode.

Everyoneinstinctivelywentbackwards.



Asthearmyofficersmarchedforward,theysteppedbackward.

Johnnyandhismenbrokeoutincoldsweat.Nomatterhowpowerfultheywere,theystillfeltafraid

andapprehensiveinfacingthearmyofficers.

“Retreat!”

AttheordersoftheFourKings,themenfledandquicklydisappeared.

Oncetheywereoutoftheblock,Johnnyheavedasighofreliefandsaid,“Wealmostgotintotrouble

justnow.”

YadrielLarsonandtherestalsosharedthesameexpression.Iftheyhadtakenastepfurther,itwould

havebeenadisaster.

TheSouthernUnionmaybestrong,butcouldtheypossiblybestrongerthanthesepeople?Alas,no

matterhowskilledonewasinmartialarts,itwasuselessagainstmilitaryarms.

Justthen,Connor,oneoftheFourKings,exclaimed,“Sothat’swhatforbiddenareameant.Thatplaceis

therestrictedmilitaryarea.”



“Phew!Ihavetosay,Zoeyfoundagoodplacetohide,”Jaelreplied.

Yadrielsighedandasked,“Sowhatshouldwedonow?DoyouwanttoaskMasterforadvice?”

“It’suselesstoaskMaster.It’snotlikewecansendsomeoneheretoabducther,”Johnnysaidhelplessly.

“Whatshouldwedothen?Arewejustgoingtoletthiswomango?”

Yadrielandotherswereobviouslyheavy-hearted.

Johnnythoughtforawhileandsaid,“Ihaveanidea.”
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“Whatidea?Spititout.”

TheotherthreeKingsimmediatelyturnedtolookathimandaskedanxiously.



“Idon’tbelieveshewillhidehereforever.We’lljustwaithereuntilshecomesout,”Johnnysaid.

“Soundslikeaplan.That’sallwecandofornowthen.”

Yadrielorderedhismen,“Allofyoustayundercoverhere,andkeepaneyeatalltimes.Notifyme

immediatelyonceshecomesoutfromhiding.”

Soonafterthat,theFourKingsreturnedtotheLopezresidenceandupdatedGroveronwhathappened.

Groverwasfurious.“What?HidingintheWarzonecompound?That’soutrageous!Youorderedyour

mentobeundercoverneartheWarzonecompoundwithoutconsultingme.DidyouthinkthatIcouldn’t

thinkofanyotherway?”

“Master,ifweweretofightwiththem,we’reasgoodasdead,”hisstudentsimmediatelyconsoledhim.

TheywereactuallyafraidthatGroverwouldchargeoverwithoutthinking.

“Master,wecan’tbetooimpulsive.”



“Theonlyoptionnowistowait.Soonerorlater,she’sboundtocomeoutfromhiding,”Johnnysaid.

Groversighedheavily,hisfacecontortedinanger.

Thenextmorning.TheFourKingsreceivednewsthatZoeyhadcomeoutfromhiding.Hearingthat,they

headedtowardsthehideoutassoonastheycould.Buttheyfellintoadeathlysilencewhentheysaw

thescenebeforethem.

Zoeyhadindeedcomeoutfromhiding.However,shewasescortedbyfourmilitarycars.Theaverage

personwouldn’tbeabletotell.ButtoJohnnyandhismen,theyknewthatthesefourmilitarycarswere

inanescortformation.

Atthatmoment,JohnnywasindespairasZoeywaswell-protected.AspowerfulastheSouthernUnion

was,theydidnotdaretoconfrontthearmy.Meanwhile,Zoeyhadnoideawhatwasgoingonandwent

toworkasusual.

EverythingwasasarrangedbyLevi,andnoonewastodisruptZoey’snormallife.

JustwhenJohnnywasindeepthoughtsonwhattodo,alittleboywalkeduptohimandsaid,“Mr.,

someoneaskedmetopassyouthisnote.”



Johnnytookthenoteandreadit.Thenoteread:Iwillbeatthefuneral–Levi

So,Leviknewaboutthefuneral.ThismanwhokilledJackyalongsidewithHades.

“Verywell.Howdaringofyoutodecidetoshowup.”AsneerappearedonJohnny’slips.

AfterreturningtotheLopezresidence,hefilledinGroveronthewholesituation.

“What?Themilitaryisprotectingthatwoman?”Grovergrittedhisteethandroared.

However,hewashelpless.

“Butherhusband,Levi,saidhewouldcometothefuneral.He’sprobablytryingtoappeaseus,”Johnny

said.

“Afterall,wearehidinginthedark.Thisisourchancetokillthem,”YadrielLarsonsaid.



“Good.ThenI’llwaitforhimtoshowup.Hemustbeburiedtogetherwithmydisciple,”Groversaid

angrily.

Onthesecondday,Jacky’sfuneralwasofficiallyheld.EveryonewhowasanyoneinSouthernUnion

cametoattendthefuneral.Itwassafetosaythatthesemenwhoweregatheredherewerethe

foundationofSouthernUnion.

Infact,thesepeoplewereveryangry.

Atthedayofthefuneralprocession.ThousandsofSouthernUniondisciplescametopaytheirrespects,

andtheywerealldressedinblack,withwhiteflowerspinnedontheirchests.Everyonelookedsolemn.

Thecoffinwasplacedinthemiddleofthemourninghall.Atthesideofthecoffin,Hadesandothers

wereboundandgagged,unabletocryforhelp.

Lateron,theywouldbeburiedalivetogetherwithJacky.

“ThefirstbatchoftheSouthernUnionisheretoseeMasterJackyoff.”

“TheninthbatchoftheSouthernUnionisheretoseeMasterJackyoff.”



“Thetwenty-thirdbatchoftheSouthernUnionisheretoseeMasterJackyoff.”
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TheSouthernUnionhadatotalofthirty-ninebranchesscatteredaroundthesouthernregionofthe

country.

Onthatveryday,allmembersoftheuniongatheredtoattendJackyLawson’sfuneral.

“I’mWalterHoltonfromBellwater,andI’mheretoseeMr.Lawsonoff!Mr.Cooke,I’msorryforyour

loss.”

“I’mFrankCarsonfromFaircrest,heretoseeMr.Lawsonoff!Mr.Cooke,pleaseacceptmysincere

condolences!”

“I’mTommyJohnsonfromDawnfrost,andI’mheretoseeMr.Lawsonoff!Mr.Cooke,pleasedon’tbe

toosadandtakecare!”

…



NotonlythemembersoftheSouthernUnionwerethere,butevenallthebigshotsfromthesouthern

regionofthecountrywerealsotheretoattendthefuneraltoo.

Incomparisontothem,thefamiliesfromSouthCitydidnotevenhavetherighttobethere.

ThisshowedhowhugeandrespectableanorganizationtheSouthernUnionwas.

ButifthefuneralwereheldinSouthHampton,theeventwouldbeseveraltimesmorecrowded.

Meanwhile,Groverhadbeenlookingominousthroughoutthewholeprocess.

HehadbeenmuchbotheredbyhisfailuretocaptureLevi,Zoey,andSylasherehimself.

“Grover,alltheguestsarehere,”Johnnywhisperednexttohisear.

“Okay!”

Aftergivingalltheguestsascan,Groverstartedhisspeechbysaying,“Firstofall,Iwouldliketoexpress



myutmostgratitudeforeveryonetobeheretoattendmydisciple’sfuneral.”

Inaninstant,theentiremourninghallplungedintosilenceasalleyeswereonhim.

“Tobehonest,JackyhadalwaysbeentheoneIpreferredthemostoutofmyeighthundreddisciples.In

fact,Iwasintendingtomakehimmysuccessor,thenextleaderofSouthernUnion,andannouncemy

decisionduringtheUnionConferencethisyear.Butunfortunately…”

Whenhereachedthatpart,hisvoicebecameslightlycroaky.“Itwastotallyoutofmyexpectationthat

hewouldbekilledsomercilesslyinSouthCity!”

“Revenge!Revenge!Revenge…”

“Whoeverdidthatmustbekilledforhissin!”

“Whoeverdidthatmustbekilledforhissin!”

…



Atthatmoment,allthemembersofbothSouthernUnionandNorthernUnionwerechanting

vehementlyastheydemandedtoavengeJacky’sdeath.

Theirroaringvoiceswassothunderingthatitcouldbeheardfromafar.

ThemomentGroverliftedhishandintheair,theyimmediatelystoppedchanting,andtheplacefell

silentinaninstant.

“Now,I’vecapturedeveryonewhowasinvolvedinJacky’sdeathandbrokenalltendonsinthelimbsof

Hades,whomercilesslytookJacky’slife!Theyareallkeptatoneplacewaitingtobeburiedtogether

withJackyinhistomb!”

Immediately,hechangedthetopicbyadding,“Yet,westillhavethreeculpritswhoareontheloose

rightnow!Ican’tdoanythingtothematthemomentbecausetheyarebeingprotectedbysome

powerfulfigure.I’msofrustratedatmyselffornotbeingabletokillthemonJacky’sbehalf!”

Hisvoicewascroakyastearsstartedstreamingdownhisface.

“Killthem!”

“Killthemnomatterwho’sprotectingthem!”



“Wehavetopursuethemnomatterwherethey’rehiding,andwehavetokillthem!”

“Theyhavetodie!”

Allthemembersoftheunionwereshoutinginunison.

Theirfaceswereladenwithfury.

Byhookorbycrook,theyvowedtotrackthemdownandbutcherthemforhavingdonesomethingso

humiliatingtoSouthernUnion.

Havingtakenadeepbreath,Groverannounced,“AstheleaderoftheSouthernUnion,Iherebyissuean

orderforallmemberstohuntthemdownandkillthem!Allbranchesoftheunionhavetocarryoutthe

missionatallcosts!”

Lookingfurious,Groverissuedtheorder.

“Yes,sir!”



“Yes,sir!”

…

Uptoathousandmembersoftheunionsshoutedtheirresponsewithaburningdesiretokillintheir

eyes.

ThatwashowefficientthingsgotdoneinSouthernUnion!

Thememberswereallreadytogettheirhandsdirtyassoonastheyreceivedhisinstruction.

ItwasonlythendidGroverfeelbetter.

Afterall,hebelieveditwasonlyamatteroftimebeforeLeviandtheothertwowerekilled.

“Bytheway,istheguynamedLeviGarrisonhere?”heasked.



“Isupposehemustbetooscaredtobeherebecauseheknowshe’sgonnagetkilledassoonashe

arrives!”Johnnyreplied.

“WhotoldyouthatI’mtooscaredtobehere?”

Atthatmoment,avoicewasheard.
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Thevoicewasloudandclearenoughtobeheardbyeveryone.Inaninstant,itcaughttheattentionofall

memberspresentthere.

Rightthen,twofiguresemergedatthedoorofLopezVilla.

ItwasLeviandWhiteTiger.

EvenGroverappearedgenuinelysurprisedtoseethemtherebecausehedidn’texpectLeviwould

actuallybehere.

“They’vegotsomeguts!Johnnysneered.



“Isupposehe’stryingtobeartheresponsibilityhimselfsothathiswifewon’tgetimplicated,”Yadriel

opined.

“ThatseemstobethecasebecauseIcan’tseeanyotherreasonforhimtobehere.”

Underthewatchfulgazesofnearlytwothousandpeople,LeviandWhiteTigermadetheirwayintothe

mourninghallonestepatatime.

Atlast,theystoppedaroundtenmetersawayfromGrover.

Leviquestioned,“AreyouGroverCooke,theleaderofSouthernUnion?”

“Yes,Iam!”Grovernoddedathimbeforehebellowed,“Don’tyouthinkyoushouldgetonyourknees

now?”

“WhyshouldIdothat?”Levicountered.

“Youkilledmydiscipleaswellasmyothersubordinates!Now,youmustkneelinfrontofhimtorepent

yourmistakes.Heshouldn’thavedied!”Groveryelledatthetopofhislungs.



“Kneeldownandrepentyourmistake!”

“Dothatnow!”

…

UptotwothousandmembersofSouthernUnionshoutedatthesametime;theirboomingvoices

soundedpowerfulandmagnificent.

Uponhearingthem,Levisneered,“Shouldn’thavedied?Haha,Ithinkhedeserveditmorethananyone

else!”

Levimadeashockingremarkthatsilencedtheentiremourninghall.

Everyonewasglaringathimresentfully.Howdarehesaysomethinglikethatinfrontofallthemembers

oftheSouthernUnion?Itwasanoutrightprovocation!

“You’reriskingyourneck!”



TheFourKingsandtheSixSlaveswereenraged.

AlookofutterdisbeliefappearedonGrover’sface.

“W-Whatdidyoujustsay?DidyousayJackydeservestobekilled?”

“That’sright!Jackydeservestodieforkillingotherpeoplerecklessly!”Levisaidfirmly.

“Howdareyousaythingslikethatafterkillingoneofus!Itseemslikeyoudon’ttakeusseriouslyatall!”

Insteadoflookingfurious,Groverlaughedoutloud.

IthadbeenyearssincehecameacrosssomeoneasarrogantasLevi.

Tohisuttersurprise,Levinoddedhisheadandreplied,“Yes,SouthernUnionisindeedtoosmallforme

totakeitseriously.”



Hisremarksentthepeopleinthemourninghalluproariousatonce.Ababbleofvoicessoonbrokeout

amongthemastheyallfreakedout.Hewasnotallowedtosaysomethinglikethat!Therewasnoway

hewasallowedtomakesucharudecommentaboutthem!

Infact,theycoulddealwithJacky’sdeathalbeitbegrudgingly,buthumiliatingSouthernUnionwasa

totaltaboo.Theyhadtodotheirbesttosalvagethedignityoftheirorganizationeveniftheyhadtorisk

theirlives!Therefore,whenLevishowedhowhelookeddownuponSouthernUnion,allhellbrokeloose.

“Killhim!”

“BuryhimtogetherwithJacky!”

“Buryhimnow!”

“Buryhimalive!”

…

Withtheireyesreddenedwithfury,themembersoftheSouthernUnionyelled.



Ifitweren’tbecauseGroverhadyettoinstructthemtodoanything,theywouldnothesitateto

slaughterLevionthespot.

“Hahaha…throughoutthefiftyyearsI’vebeenwithSouthernUnion,I’venevercomeacrossanyonewho

didn’ttakeitseriously.You’rethefirst!”

“Whatgivesyoutheconfidencetoharborthatkindofopinion?”Groverqueried.

Levichuckledasheslowlyliftedbothfistsintheair.“It’sbecauseIhavethese!”

Everyonewasstunnedbyhiscockyattitude.

Howarrogantwashetohavethegutstodosomethingasprovocativeasthatinfrontofallthemartial

artsmastersofSouthernUnion!

Indeed,hewastryingtochallengetheentireSouthernUnion,andhewasclearlyaskingfortrouble.

“Doyouthinkyoucanfightallofusherewithonlyyourfists?”Groverchortled.



Atthatmoment,WhiteTigerspoke,“Youguysaren’tworthgettinghishandsdirty.Letmecleanupthe

mess!”
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Everyonegaspedinshockwhentheyheardhim.

MostofthemartialartsmastersofSouthernUnionwereabunchofcockymenthemselves,buteven

theyhadnotcomeacrosssomeoneasarrogantasthetwo.

DidWhiteTigerjustthreatentokillthemallonhisown?

Howprominenthismartialartsskillmustbetobesofullofconfidence?

“Today,I’llleavemybuddyheretohandleyouguys.Hisfailurewillbedeemedasmine!”Levideclared

withasmile.

“Verywell.Imustsayyourattitudeisadmirable,youngman!”

Shortlylater,Groverwavedhishandsathismenandshouted,“Guys,killhim!”



“Joshua,theIronFist,fromthethirty-sixthbranchofSouthernUnionvolunteeringforthismission!”

“Gregory,theGoldenSword,fromtheseventeenthbranchofSouthernUnionreportingforduty!”

“Finnley,theCrippledMan,fromthetwenty-eighthbranchofSouthernUnionvolunteeringforthis

mission!”

…

Immediatelyallthemartialartsmastersoftheunionwereferventlyaskingtobeassignedthemission.

Meanwhile,WhiteTigerbeckonedthemoverandbarked,“Youguysmayfightmetogether!”

“He’sclearlytiredofliving!”

Soon,aroundtenmartialartsmastersoftheunionchargedtowardhim.



TheywerethetopmartialartsmastersoftheunionwhowereconsideredbetterfightersthanScott

Yates’sFourMightyGenerals.Therefore,theirjoinedforcewouldbeaninvincibleone!

Yet,itonlytookWhiteTigerashorttimetosendthoseprominentmartialartsmastersflyingaway.

Everyonegapedatthesceneinutterdisbelief.

“He’sindeedsomething!Let’sgoandtakehim!”

TherestofthemartialartsmastersoftheunionimmediatelyadvanceduponWhiteTiger,butnoneof

themwashismatch.

Oneafteranother,theywereflungsomedistanceawaybyhim.Hundredsofthemweresoondefeated.

Thistime,theentireSouthernUnionwasleftflabbergasted.Theireyeswerefilledwithastonishment

seeinghowincrediblypowerfulWhiteTigerwas.Noneofthemintheunionwashismatch.Howscaryis

that?

“SixSlaves,goonandteachhimalesson!”



Lookingominous,Groverwavedhishandandcommanded.

TheSixSlavesthencompliedwithhisinstructionbyattackingWhiteTigeratthesametime.

Atlast,itturnedoutthattheywereonlyslightlybetterthanthelastbatchbecausetheylastedjustabit

longer.However,theywere,too,sentflyingaway.

“Let’sdealwithhimtogether!”

IcyglintshoneintheeyesoftheFourKings.

EverysingleoneofthemwasstrongenoughtotakeonHadesindependently.Therefore,itmeantWhite

TigerwasgoingtofightfourequivalentsofaGodofWaratthesametime.

Thefiveofthemsoonembroiledinanintensefight.

Explosionsoccurredintheaircontinuously,andthetilesonthefloorstartedcrackingbecauseofthe

intensityofthebattle.



Everysingleattacktheyexecutedwaspowerfulenoughtoblastanythingintohalves.

Intheend,WhiteTigersuccessfullytamedthefourofthem.

Slumpingonthefloor,thefourofthemappearednonplussed.

Needlesstosay,theyweregreatmartialartsmastersastheyhadstartedtrainingsincetheywerelittle.

ButsinceWhiteTigerwassomeonewhohaddefeatedtheGodofWarofLNationbefore,theyhad

failedtohandletheonewhowasstandinginfrontofthem.

Whoishe?Whyishesoincrediblystrong?Thusfar,hewasthestrongestfightertheyhadever

encountered.

AllthemembersofSouthernUnion,bothonstageandoffstage,werestaringatWhiteTigeralarmingly.

Surprisingly,theywerescared!TheyactuallyfearedthepresenceofWhiteTiger!Justlikewhathehad

saidearlier,hereallymanagedtohandleallofthemonhisown.



ThepeopleofSouthernUnionwerecuriousaboutwherethispersonwasfromastheyhadneverseen

anyoneasstrongashimbefore.

Atthatmoment,WhiteTigerletoutahowlinrelish.Eversinceheretiredfromthefrontline,hehad

neverhadsuchagreattimesparringwithotherpeople.

Levi,too,brokeintoagrin.

BeingthemostcombativeamongtheFiveGreatWarsRegiment,Leviknewthepeacefuldayslately

musthaveboredhimbadly.

Therefore,thiscameasthebestopportunityforhimtogetakickoutofit.

Atthatmoment,GroverlookedstupefiedasheeyedbothWhiteTigerandLeviwithdisbelief.

WhiteTigerlayhiseyesuponhimandshouted,“Iwastoldthatyou’rethebestfighterofSouthern

Union.Now,comeandbattleme!”



Yet,Groverremainedmotionless.

Afterstaringatthetwoofthemdazedlyforamoment,heasked,“Areyouguysfromthearmy?”
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BeingtheleaderoftheSouthernUnion,Grovermanagedtodetectsomeissuesafterobservingthe

battlethewholetime.

Infact,martialartsskillswerelearnedtokillinsteadoftoperform.

Therefore,allthemartialartsmastersofSouthernUnionweretaughtonlymovesthatwerelethal

enoughtokill.

Yet,hefoundthatWhiteTiger’smovesweresimpleryetmoreefficient.Noneofhismoveswere

redundant,andeverymovementofhiswascapabletokill.Anyonewhowasattackedbyhimwouldend

upeithergettinginjuredordying.

Also,henoticedthatWhiteTiger’smovementsweremoreinclinedtopracticality.Anyonewhoknew

enoughaboutmartialartscoulddiscernthatWhiteTiger’smoveswerehonedtobebothefficientand

practicalthroughcountlessbattles.



Inshort,onlysomeonefromthearmycouldhavesuchastraightforwardcombatstyle.

Immediately,GroverrealizedthatLeviandWhiteTigermustbetwoprominentfightersfromthearmy.

Atfirst,heonlyassumedLeviandZoeywereprotectedbythearmy,butlittledidheknow,Leviturned

outtobefromthemilitaryhimself.

TherestofthemembersofSouthernUniontookasharpintakeofbreathwhenthetruthstruckthem.

“You’rereallyobservant!”WhiteTigercomplimentedinastonishment.

Althoughhisspeculationwasverified,Groversuddenlybecameedgy.Whatkindofstatuscouldthey

haveinthearmyhavingsuchpowerfulcombativeskills?

“A-Are…A-AreyouguysworkingfortheGodofWar?”Groveraskedtheminatremblingvoice.

ItwentwithoutsayingthatheknewthattheGodofWarhadgoneintoseclusioninNorthHamptonat

themoment.



Atthismoment,hecouldonlyassociateWhiteTigerandLevitotheGodofWarjudgingfromhowgreat

theywereinmartialarts.

WhiteTigercommentedwithasmile,“Levi,he’sspot-on!”

“Yourguess’sright!I’mWhiteTiger,oneoftheFiveGreatWarsRegiment,whoworksfortheGodof

War!”

“Saywhat?”

“Goodnessgracious,he’sWhiteTiger–theKingofWar!”

EveryonewithintheSouthernUnionwentwildwhentheyheardthat.

WhiteTigerwaswell-knownforhismercilessnessonthebattlefield.Hewasfamousworldwideforhis

effortinwipingouttheentireLNationtogetherwiththeCavalryRegiment.Manyoftheminthe

SouthernUnionworshipedhimlikeadeitybecauseheachievedgreatnessinwars.

WhenWhiteTiger’sidentitycametolight,Groverstumbledafewstepsbackwardandalmostcollapsed

ontothefloor.Atthatmoment,hewasseizedbyanurgetokillhimselfonthespotknowingthathewas

dealingwithWhiteTiger.



Howaboutthisguyoverhere?

Whenahorrendousthoughtpoppedupinhismind,heslumpedtothefloorimmediately.

HedreadedtoevenlookupatLevi.

“Iguessallofyouheremustbeabletoseewhomybossreallyis.Yes,he’sindeedtheGodofWar–Levi

Garrison!”

ThemomentWhiteTigermadethatannouncement,itwasasthoughtheworldjuststoppedspinning.

Timehalted,andeverythingwentstill.Everyonethoughtthescenelookedtoosurrealasthoughthey

wereinadream.

“NowIrealizewhytheGatesfamilyandtheCaesarfamilycollapsed…”

Atthemoment,Grover’seyeslookedhollowandblank.

Also,itdawneduponhimthatthewomanJackyhadtriedtoinviteoverherebeforethiswasactually



theGodofWar’swife…

Uponthat,herealizedhewouldnotbeabletoredeemhimselfforoffendingtheGodofWarsoterribly.

“It’smyhonortomeetyou,GodofWar!”

“It’smyhonortomeetyou,GodofWar!”

Grover,whofinallyfiguredeverythingout,cuedtheentireSouthernUniontokneelinfrontofLeviand

greetedhimrespectfully.

“Wewerewrong!Wemadeagravemistake,andwearewillingtoreceiveanypunishmentforthat!Also,

I’llbeartheresponsibilityforwhatJackyhaddone!”Groverpleaded.

AspowerfulasSouthernUnionwas,itwasnothinginthepresenceoftheGodofWar.

Ontopofthat,WhiteTigerhadmadeeveryonewellawareofhiscapabilityjustnow.Hewasableto

finishthemoffonhisown!Therefore,Groverwascertainthatallofthemwouldbedoomedifthey

refusedtoshowLevithewhiteflag.



Atasteadypace,LevimadehiswaytowardGroverandsaid,“Infact,Ialreadythoughtofthe

punishmentforyouseveraldaysago!”

“What?!”
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Everyonewasstunnedbeyondwords.

Asitturnedout,theGodofWardidnottakethemseriouslyatall,tobeginwith,andhehadlonghada

planreadytodealwiththem.

“GodofWar,we’rereadytoreceiveyourpunishment!”Groverresponded.

“Verywell.Fromnowonyouguysareonlyallowedtocarryoutlegalbusiness!”

“Wecandothat!”

“Youguysarenotallowedtokillrecklessly!”



“Wecandothat!”

“Ontheotherhand,Iwantashareofyourbusinessprofittofundthemilitaryexpenses,andyouhave

todothateveryyearfromnowon.Areyouokaywiththat?”

“I’mokaywithit!”Groveragreedwithouthesitation.

Leviglancedatthemartialartsmastersoftheunionandcommented,“Allofyouhereareabusingyour

talentsbyusingittobullypeoplewhoaren’tphysicallytrained.Don’tyouguysfeelashamedofthat?

Youguysshould’vejustjoinedthefrontlinetodefendthecountry!Itwillbeawasteofyourtalentto

stayheredoingnothing!”

“AllmeninErudiashouldbemenofindomitablespiritswhosepriorityiscontributingtothecountry.

Thisappliesevenmoresoforallofyouherewhopossessimmensetalent!”

EveryoneglancedatoneanotherdazedlyastheyslowlybegantounderstandwhatLevi’splanwasall

about.

Firstly,hewantedthemtosurrenderallthedirtymoneytheyhadearnedovertheyearstofundthe

army.



Secondly,hewantedallofthemartialartsmasterstojointhearmyandcontributetothecountry.

“Areyouguysnotwillingtodothat?”Leviquestionedthemwithasmile.

“We’rewillingtojointhearmy!”

“Infact,I’mgettingtiredofthisquietlifeI’vebeenleading!Ishouldhavejoinedthearmysoonerto

defendmycountry!”

“Yes,Ishouldusemytalentattherightplace!”

Levi’swordsreceivedapositiveresponsefromthem.

Infact,someamongthemdidnotthinkthatjoiningthearmyagreatidea,butinthepresenceofthe

GodofWar,theyhadnochoicebuttoagree.

ExcitementwassurginginLevi’sbloodwhenhestaredatthecrowdofmartialartsmastersinfrontof

him.



Hestartedpicturingatroopformedbythemandwhatsortofeffectthatwouldhave.Hewassurethey

wouldbeinvincible!Theywouldbeundefeatableespeciallyincarryingoutambushesandinvasions.

Sinceeverysingleoneofthempossessedtheirownuniqueskill,hebelievedtheywouldbeableto

dominatethebattlefield.

Rightatthatmoment,thewaratthecountry’ssouthborderhappenedtobeinacriticalsituation.Ifhe

dispatchedatroopconsistingofthemembersoftheSouthernUnionthere,hewassuretheywouldbe

abletomakeahugedifference.

Thishadbeenhisplanallalong.

“Sinceeveryoneofyouhasagreedtojointhearmy,I’llstartbriefingyouguysaboutwhat’snext!”“I’ll

lineyouguysupandformatroopwiththenameof‘Beasts’,andI’llbethedirectcommanderofit.”

“YouguysaretogatherattheSouthWarzonetomorrowwhereeachandeveryoneofyouwillgo

throughaspecialtraining!”“Duringthetraining,youguyswillbehelpedtogetridofyourbadhabits

andwillgainmilitaryknowledgetobecomeabettersoldier!”Leviannounced.

Althoughtheseguysweretalented,theywerestillamateurish.



Hence,hewouldentrustKirinwiththedutyoftransformingthemintoaninvincibletroop.

“Understood!”allofthemshoutedinunison.

ThethoughtofbecomingsoldiersdirectlyunderthecommandoftheGodofWarhadneveroccurredto

anyofthem.Eventhosewhowereunwillingtojointhearmyjustnowstartedcountingthemselflucky

becausetheyhadlandedthedreamjobformanyofthemalepopulationwithinthecountry.

Ontheotherhand,LevididnotcompeltheFourKingsandtheSixSlavesintojoininghim,becauseafter

all,theyworkeddirectlyforGrover.Atthesametime,heneededtocountonthemtogeneratemore

profittofundhisarmy.

Justlikethat,SouthernUnionwastamedbyLeviinthemostunexpectedfashion.

Aftergettingitdone,Levireturnedtotheofficeappearingasthoughnothingmuchhadtakenplace.

Tohissurprise,Zoeycametovisithim.

“Canwetalk?”



Itwasonlyreasonableforhertobesuspiciousofthethingsthathadhappenedsofastlately.

Hence,shesawtheneedtoaskforanexplanationfromLevi.

Whenshearrivedathisroom,sheconfrontedhim,“LeviGarrison,howmanymoresecretsareyou

hidingfromme?”

Theairwaschargedwithtensioninaninstant.
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Leviansweredherwithasmile,“I’mnothidinganythingfromyou.”

“Youaren’tbeingtruthfultome.Whathappenedlastnight?Whydidthemanwhoprotectedmeask

Sylastomeetyou?There’ssomethingverysuspiciouswiththethingsthathappenedlatelybecauseyou

seemedtobeabletoresolveallproblemsthatcameyourway.Ireckonyoumusthavegotsomethingto

dowitheverything.”Zoeysuddenlyraisedhervoiceathim.

“Didyoureallyspendthepastfewyearsinjail?WhydoIfinditsounconvincing?”shepressedon.



Infact,LevihadleftenoughtracesbehindafterdoingthingsforZoeytodiscernifshepaidenough

attentiontoit.

ThingshadbecomeespeciallyobviousafterHadesrevealedplentyofstuffthepreviousnightwhenhe

accidentallyblurtedoutthelocationoftheheadquarters.

“Zoey,what’rethetwoofyoudiscussing?”

Atthatjuncture,Irissuddenlypushedthedooropenandinterruptedtheirconversation.

“Huh?Nothingtooimportant.What’sup,Iris?”Zoeyasked,lookingsurprisedbyhervisit.

“Oh…Iwasjustthinking–sinceI’vefinishedwiththetaskatNorthHampton,I’llmoveherewhereall

theimportantworkwillbedone,”Irisexplained.

“Bytheway,there’ssomethingimportantthatIhavetosharewithyou,Zoey.ThebossoftheMorris

Groupwillrevealhimselfbymakingapublicappearancesoon!”

Uponhearingwhatshesaid,Zoeystartedgettingexcitedaboutittoo.Shewasverycurioustoseehow

thatmysteriousmanactuallylooked.Notonlythat,butshealsowantedtolearnaboutthereasonhe

hadbeensowillingtohelpLeviandheronsomanyoccasionsbefore.



“Levi,haveyoumethimbefore?Hetoldeveryonethatheisgoingtomakeapublicappearanceatyour

weddingceremony!”Irisasked.

“Saywhat?!”Zoey,too,eyedLeviwithastonishmentrightafterIrisposedhimthatquestion.

Infact,shehadbeensuspectingLeviofhavingacloserelationshipwiththebossoftheMorrisGroup.

Now,whatIrissaidjustcementedherspeculation.

Levinoddedatherandreplied,“Yes,wekindaknoweachother.”

“Pleasetellmewhatkindofamanhe’slike!”Irisrequested.

“IthinkIshouldkeepitasecretforthetimebeing.Youwillbeabletomakeajudgmentyourselfonthe

dayofourweddingceremony!”Leviresponded.

Iriswentspeechless;Zoeyandshebothglaredathimresentfully.

MorrisGrouphadofficiallyventureditsbusinessinSouthCity.Besides,withthehelpofOrientalStar



Group,thecompanymanagedtobuildasolidfoundationinthecity,whichmadeworkeasierforIris.

Therefore,shewasabletoenjoytheleisuredaystofollow.

Atthesametime,thepreparationforLeviandZoey’sweddingceremonyhadbeenongoinginan

orderlymanner.Thepreparationmainlycenteredontherenovationandconstructionoftheirfamily

home.

Inthemeantime,thebusinessofMorrisGroupwasheadingontherighttracktoslowlyreplacethe

electricalproductsproducedbyTripleGroupinthemarketwiththeirown.Productslikesmartphones

andlaptopsproducedbythecompanywerereadytobereleasedtothemarket.

Ontheotherhand,twomoviesandadramaproducedexquisitelybyOrientalStarGroupwereaboutto

beairedsoon,too.

HelenaEngler,aswellasothercelebrities,werehiredtobetheambassadorsfortheelectricalproducts

ofMorrisGroup.

Thefuturelookedbrightasthebusinessesindifferentfieldswerebenefittingoneanother.

Inthemeantime,Levihadbeenspendingeverysingledayenjoyingteaandsmokingbecauseheknewall



hehadtodowastorevealhisidentityattheweddingceremony.

AsforZoeyandIris,theypreferredtofocustheirattentiononthebusinessinsteadofmakingtheeffort

tocareaboutwhathedid.

Withthetwohardcorebusinesswomenaround,Leviwouldhaveacomfortablelifewithouttheneedto

doanything.

Oneday,Abigailvisitedhimallofasudden.

“Whatareyoudoinghere?”Leviaskedherinconsternation.

“I’mgoingtostartmyinternshipsoon!”Abigailrepliedwithexcitement.

“Whydon’tyoujustinterninNorthHampton?TherearesomanymorecompaniestherethaninSouth

City,”Levisaid.

Abigailglimpsedathimandcountered,“Ofcourse,Ihavetocomeherebecauseyou’renotstayingin

NorthHampton.”



“Eh?Whathasitgottodowithme?”Levilookedpuzzledandresigned.

“Someoneatschooltoldmethatyou’vedivorcedZoey.Isthattrue?”

“Yes,itis.”

“Ifthat’sthecase,canIstartdatingyounow?”

Leviwentspeechlessinresponse.
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AssoonasheheardAbigail’squestion,Levispurtedouttheentiremouthfulofteahejustdrank.

“What’swrongwiththat?Whycan’tIdateyounowthatyou’resingleafterthedivorce?”Abigailstared

athimconfusedly.

Levirespondedwithasmile,“I’mindeedsingle,butIthinkyoushouldgetZoey’spermissionfirstbefore

askingmeout.”



“Well,I’lldothatnow!”

Abigailleftafterthat.

WhenshewasinNorthHampton,shewassothrilledtohearaboutLevi’sdivorcethatsheactuallylost

somesleepforseveralnightsbecauseofthat.

Shecouldn’twaittomakeherwayovertoSouthCitysoshecouldstartdatingLevi!Finally,hergolden

opportunitycame.SheimmediatelyvisitedLeviwhenitwastimeforhertodoherinternship.

ZoeywashavingabusinessdiscussionwithIriswhenAbigailvisitedherroom.

“Abigail,howcomeyou’rehere?What’sthematter?”shequestionedwithatraceofastonishmentin

hervoice.

“Yes,Ihaveaquestionforyou!”

Abigailspokewithapoker-facedexpression.



“Letmegiveyougirlssomespace.”Withthat,Irispreparedtoleavetheroom.

“Iris,youmaystay.”

Then,AbigaillookedatZoeyandasked,“Zoey,areyouandLevidivorced?”

“Yes.Ievenreceivedthecertificateofit.”

“Sincebothofyouaresinglenow,mayIaskhimout?”

HerquestioncameassuchashockforbothZoeyandIristhattheireyeswidenedindisbelief.

Isthisgirlcrazy?Ican’tbelieveshe’sgoingtoaskLeviout.Thatwaswhatbothofthemweresecretly

thinkingatthattime.

“Abigail,areyouserious?”ZoeystaggeredbackwardassheaskedAbigailinaquiveringvoice.



Abigailnoddedatherandaffirmed,“I’mserious!Ithinkhe’saniceguywhofitsmostofthe

requirementsofmyidealman.Sincehe’ssinglenow,I’mgoingtoaskhimout!”

Irisbitherlipsinanxiety.Atthatmoment,shefoundherselfresonatingwithAbigailbecauseshe,too,

thoughtLeviwasaniceguy.Eversincehehadsavedherlifethatnight,shehadchangedherviewson

him.

Yet,Zoeysnappedwithacreaseonherforehead,“No,youcan’tdothat!”

“Huh?”Abigailappearedpuzzled.

“Zoey,whycan’tI?Imean,he’ssinglenow!”

“Eventhoughwe’vedivorced,he’sstillyourbrother-in-law!It’sinappropriateofyoutodatehim,and

it’sweird!Also,youshouldreallyfocusonyourstudiessinceyou’restillastudent,”Zoeyspokesternly.

“I’mnolongerakidbecauseI’mgraduatingsoon.Besides,Ihavetherighttoaskhimoutaslongashe’s

single.Nowthatyouarenolongerhiswife,youhavenoauthoritytostopmefromdatinghim!”

Abigaillookeddetermined.Noonecouldstopherfromdoingthingsthatshehadsethermindto!



Seeinghowresolutesheappeared,Zoeyletoutasigh.Whydidn’tInoticeAbbyhadathingforLeviback

then?Howonearthdidshefallinlovewithhim?

“Zoey,I’llaskhimoutifyoucan’tgivemeanyvalidreason,”Abigailvowed.

“I…”Zoeystruggledtocomeupwithananswer.

Fortunately,Iriscametoherrescue.“Abigail,thetruthis,someoneelsefromyourfamilyfiledforthe

divorceontheirbehalf.Infact,ZoeyandLeviarestilltogethernow,andtheywillremarryeachother

soon.Infact,Levi’sbeenbusyorganizingaweddingceremonyforyoursisterlately!That’stosaythey

aren’tdivorcingeachother!”

“Saywhat?ThemomentAbigaillearnedaboutthetruth,shefixedanincredulousgazeatZoey.

ThingswentsotenseandawkwardthatZoeydreadedtoevenmeethereyes.

Abigailstormedoutofthedoorwithtearsdribblingdownherface.Becauseofthemisunderstanding,

thingswentratherawkwardbetweenthethreeofthem.



Aftertheincident,bothZoeyandLevidecidednottogooutandsearchforher.However,amishap

befellAbigailwhenthenightfell.
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Aftertheirawkwardencounter,LeviandZoeydidn’tgooutandsearchforAbigail,preferringtogiveher

somespace.However,whennightfell,therewasstillnonewsfromAbigail.

Shehadn’tgonebacktoherhouse,andthepeopleatherusualhauntsreportedthattheyhadn’tseen

herallday.

Sheseemedtohavedisappearedwithoutatrace.

TheBlackfamilywasthrownintochaos.

“Abigailtoldusshe’scomingbacktoday.Whyisn’tsheansweringherphone,andwhyistherenotrace

ofheranywhere?Didsomethinghappentoher?”

BaileyandPamelaweresofrightenedthattheyburstintotears.

Besidethem,MeredithandRobertbrokeoutincoldsweat.Zoeywassoanxiousthatshewasnearly



crying.

“Thisisallmyfault…”shemurmured,silentlycastigatingherself.

ShewouldneverforgiveherselfifsomethinghadreallyhappenedtoAbigail.

Iristriedtocalmherdown.“Thishasnothingtodowithyou.NobodywouldhavethoughtthatAbigail’s

crushonLeviwasreal…”

Zoeyletoutaseriesofmiserablesighs.

WhenLevicaughtwindofthefactthatAbigailwasmissing,heimmediatelysenthismenoutonacity-

widesearchforher.

Thewholecitywasonthelookoutforthemissinggirl.

Levifeltextremelyguilty.Thiswouldneverhavehappenedifhehadn’tsentAbigailtolookforZoey.

HowwashetoknowthatAbigailwastrulyinlovewithhimself?Shewasreallyinlovewithhim…If

somethinghadhappenedtoAbigail,hewouldneverbeabletoforgivehimself.



Unknowntoeveryone,Abigailwascurrentlydrinkingherselfsillyinaprivatebar.

Afterthesadnessoftheday’sevents,shehadgatheredafewofherfriendsfromhighschooland

headedtothebartodrinkherwoesaway.Afterdrinkingtheentirenightaway,Abigailwascompletely

drunk.Ifithadn’tbeenforherfriendswhohadheldherback,shewouldhavebeenwastedalongtime

ago.

Atthatmoment,however,afewmoreex-classmatesarrivedtojointheirlittlegroup.Theywereall

muscularandbuilt,andtheaverageheightbetweenthemseemedtoberoughly1.9meters.

TheyhadbeeninthesameclassasAbigailinhighschoolandwerenowstudyinginsportsschools.

UponhearingthatAbigailhaddrunkherselfsillyinabar,theyquicklycameover.

TheirleaderwasamannamedDrakeLindon.HehaddevelopedahugecrushonAbigailinhighschool.

Hehadbeentheschoolbullybackthenandhadusedtoforcehimselfuponwhichevergirlhehappened

tofancy.However,hehadneverdaredtolayhishandsonAbigail,theBlackfamily’spreciousdaughter.

WhenitcametoAbigail,hecouldonlytrytowooherlikearespectablesuitor.

However,shehadrejectedhimintheend.



Ithadbeenmanyyearssince,butDrakestillhadn’tgottenovertheideaofluringherintohisbed.When

hefoundoutthatAbigailwasdrinkinginabar,hehadtookoffforthebarimmediately.Seeingher

lovely,intoxicatedfigure,Drakefeltastrongrushofexcitement.

Abigail,youwon’tbeabletoescapefrommetonight!

Drakeknewthat,forallherscandalousdrinkinghabits,Abigailwasanexceedinglyconservativeperson.

Ifhegothertosleepwithhim,Abigailwouldhavenochoicebuttomarryhim.

Whenthathappened,Drakewouldbecometheson-in-lawoftheRogers,themostprestigiousfamilyin

NorthHampton,andtheBlacks.

Thinkingaboutthisdrovehimnearlycrazywithdesire.

TurningtoAbigail,hesaid,“Abigail,let’sdrinkuntilwe’redrunktonight!”Hepouredheradrink.

Tryastheymight,thegirlscouldn’tholdhimback.

WhatAbigailneededmostnowwaswinetodrownhersorrowsin.Drakemanagedtoconvinceherto



downafewmoreglassesofwineuntilshepassedoutcompletely.

Drakehadalreadybookedthehotelroominadvance.Now,allheneededtodowastofindawayto

bringherthere.

Whilethatwasgoingoninthebar,amanhuntforAbigailRogerswashappeninginSouthCity.The

disciplesoftheunderworldandtheSouthernUnionwerecombingtheentirecityforanysignofthe

missinggirl.

PhoenixandRussellhadjoinedthesearch,too.

Atthatmoment,LevireceivedaleadfromDerek.“Mr.Garrison,mymenhavefoundher.She’s

currentlyatMajestyPrivateBar.”

Hearingthis,LevimadehiswaytoMajestyPrivateBarimmediately.

Atthebar,Drakehadgrowntiredofwaiting.Tryingtogeteveryonetoleave,heannounced,“We’veall

beendrinkingtoomuch.Everyone,takeyourfriendshomefirst.I’llsendAbigailbacktoherhouse.”

Afewofthegirlstriedtoprotest.“No,we’llsendherbackhome!”



Drakegloweredangrilyatthem.“Tryingtogoupagainstme,aren’tyou?IalreadysaidI’llsendher

home!”

ThegirlscouldonlywatchhelplesslyasDrakeledadrunkAbigailtowardstheexit.

JustasDrakewasabouttodragheroutofthedoor,someonegavethedoorakick,anditflewopen

withaloudcrash.
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Amanwalkedintotheroom,astormyexpressiononhisface.Withoutasingleword,Leviwalkedover

toAbigailandpickedherupinhisarmsbeforeleavingtheroom.

LevihadactedsoquicklythatDrakeandhiscronieshadnotimetoreactuntilhehadalready

disappearedoutofthedoor.Whentheyrecoveredfromtheirshock,theyimmediatelydashedoutof

theroomandcaughtuptoLeviandAbigail.

Accostingtheminthefrontyardofthebar,Drakeandhismensurroundedthemtostopthemfrom

leaving.

Drakebellowed,“Whothehellareyou?Wheredoyouthinkyou’regoingwiththisgirl?”



Hewasveryangryindeed.Hehadalreadyarrangedforahotelroombeforehandandhadsuccessfully

managedtomakeAbigaildrinkherselfdrunkafteragreatdealofeffort.However,thisstrangerhad

thrownawrenchinhisplansbywhiskingAbigailawayrightunderhisnose.ToDrake,thiswas

intolerable.

Leviwasundeterred.“Don’ttestmypatience,”hewarned.“I’mnotinaverygoodmoodrightnow.”

Hedidn’twanttostartafightwiththesekids.

Drakerefusedtobackdown.“Tellmewhoyouare!Andputthatgirldown—she’smyex-classmate!”

HiscroniesglaredatLevi,preparingtostrike.

“I’mherbrother-in-law,andI’mheretopickherup,”Levireplied,completelynonplussed.

“Huh?”Drakewassoshockedthathefeltratherdazed.

ThismanwasAbigail’sfamilymember?Ifthatwastrue,therewasnowayDrake’splansweregoingto

succeed!However,hewasn’tabouttoletgoofthisgoldenopportunitysoeasily.Hehadtosucceedin



gettingAbigailintobedwithhim!

Foolishly,Drakebellowed,“Abigail’sbrother-in-law?I’veneverheardofyou!Putherdownrightnow

andgetoutofmysightimmediately!”

Leviscoffed.“Getoutofmyway!Idon’twanttohurtyouguys.”

Hearingthis,Drakeburstintolaughter.Hewasspeciallytrainedinmixedmartialartsandwrestlingat

school.Therewasnobodyhecouldn’tbeatinafight.Didthismanseriouslythinkthathewasgoingto

beabletodefeathim?Howlaughable!

Draketriedagain.“Putherdownimmediately!Wehavetoguaranteehersafety.”

Tohischagrin,LevisimplyignoredhimandwalkedawaywithAbigailstillinhisarms.

Thoroughlyannoyedbynow,Drakeroaredathismen,“Afterhim!”

BecauseDrakeandhiscronieswereallfromsportsschools,theywereprettyconfidentthattheywould

beabletotakedownLeviinafight.Theyrushedtowardshim,preparingtostrikehimdown.



Atthatmoment,aloudbangsoundedasthegatesofthemainentrancecollapsed.

Acrowdofpeoplerushedintotheyard.Allofthemlookedtallandthreatening,andsomeofthemwere

evenarmedwithweapons.

Veryquickly,theentireyardfilledupashundredsmorepeoplefloodedinthroughthebrokengates.

Thenumberofpeopleintheyardcontinuedincreasingwithoutanysignofstopping.More

reinforcementswerewaitingtoenteroutside.

ThisflurryofactivitysentDrakeintoapanic.HadthesepeoplebeensummonedbyAbigail’sbrother-in-

law?

Leviannouncedcoldly,“Takecarenottokillthem.”

“Beatthemupnow!”

AfewhundredpeopledasheduptoDrakeandhismenandsurroundedthem.Thepeopleinthe

innermostringofthecirclestartedbeatingthemupwithoutmercy.



LevicarriedAbigailallthewayhome,whereheandZoeywatchedoverhertheentirenight.

Thenextmorning,ZoeyleftbeforeAbigailwokeup.Beforeshesteppedoutoftheroom,however,she

instructedLevitostaybehind.

“Youmustmakeyourintentionscleartoher!”shesaid.

Shedidn’twantAbigailtodoanythingsosillyagain.

WhenAbigailfinallywokeup,thefirstthingshesawwasLevi’sface.

“Levi,you…”Herwordstrailedoffawkwardlyasshedidn’tknowwhattosay.

Leviaskedgently,“Doyouknowwhathappenedtoyouyesterdaynight?”

“IthinkIdrankalittletoomuch…”Abigailrepliedsheepishly,massagingherthrobbinghead.



Levipretendedtobeangryandsaid,“Inthefuture,you’renotallowedtodrinkoutside,orhaveyour

phoneswitchedoff!Evenifyouwantedtodrinkyoursorrowsaway,therewasnoreasonforyouto

behavelikethat.Doyouknowhowworriedthewholefamilywas?Youputyourselfinsomuchdanger

yesterdaynight!”

Abigaillaughedtohideherawkwardness.“Drinkingmysorrowsaway?IhopeyouandZoeydidn’ttake

yesterday’smattertooseriously.Iwasjustjoking!Ican’tbelievethebothofyouactuallybelievedme.”

“Good.Inthefuture,listentousandkeepyourselfoutoftrouble!”Levisaid,smiling.

Abigailnodded.

Thenextmoment,however,therewasaswooshofblankets,andAbigailhadthrownherarmsaround

him.

Levifrozeandlookedatherindisbelief.
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Tooafraidtomove,heremainedcompletelystill.“What—whatareyoudoing?”

“Stoptalking!Letmehugyouforjusttenminutes.Forthesefewminutes,youbelongtome.”



Hearingthis,Levistoppedhimselffrombreakingfreeofhergrasp.Hesimplystoodstillandletherhug

himsilently.

Aftertenminutes,Abigailletgoofhim.

Thatveryday,AbigailleftSouthCityforherinternshipinSouthHampton.

BothSouthCityorNorthHamptoncontainedhermemoriesofLevi,andsheneededtoleavethem

behindforawhile.

Intheend,thethreepartiesinvolvedwrappeduptheincidentwithalaugh.

However,allofthemknewexactlywhathadgoneoninAbigail’sheart.

WiththehelpoftheBlackfamily,Abigailarrivedatherlodgingsinoneofthefive-starhotelsofSouth

Hampton.

Whenshewalkedintothelobby,however,sheimmediatelyheardsomeonementionLevi’sname.



Immediately,shestoppedinhertracksandlistenedtotheirconversationintently.

Afewpeoplewerechattingonthesofasnearby.

“Areyousure?IshereallycalledLeviGarrison?”

“Yes!ThismanwasadoptedbytheGarrisonfamilyofNorthHampton.Hewasanorphanbeforethat.”

“Hehasbeenmissingsincehewasakid.Ican’tbelievetheyfinallyfoundhiminNorthHampton!They

actuallyfoundthekid!”

“Exactly!IonlyheardaboutthisrecentlybecausetheGatesandtheCaesarshavegonedowntoSouth

Citytomaketroubleagain…”

…

Hearingthis,arushofexcitementcoursedthroughAbigail’sveins.



What?

Aretheytalkingaboutmybrother-in-law’sbirthfamily?

AreLevi’sbirthparentsandfamilyinSouthHampton?

AlthoughAbigailhadknownforalongtimethatLeviwasanorphan,nobodyhadevermentionedhis

birthfamilytoher.

Shecouldn’tbelievethatshehaddiscoveredsuchanimportantpieceofinformationabouthiminSouth

Hampton.

ShewonderedifsheshouldcallLeviandinformhim.

However,afterdeliberatingonitforalongtime,shedecidednottotellhim.

Afterall,shehadalreadymadeuphermindtoforgethim.Itwouldbebestifsherefrainedfrom

contactingLeviforthetimebeing.



TheEdburgManorinSouthHamptonhadbeenbuiltinanarchitecturalstylethatwasdistinctlyGerman.

Withinit,statelyvillasstoodliketreesinaforest.

ThiswasthefamilyhomeoftheJonesfamily,whowereoneoftheroyalfamiliesinSouthHampton.

TheJoneseswereoneofthefewclansthathadactuallyearnedtheirposition.Theyweremuchmore

powerfulthantheaveragearistocraticfamily.

EvenmembersoftheGatesfamilyhadtohumblethemselvesbeforetheJoneses.

Theirenormouswealthalonewasn’tenoughtoillustratethemassivescaleoftheirachievementsand

power.

Liketheotherroyalfamilies,theJonesesunderstoodtheimportanceofhavingfamilymembersinevery

sectorofsocietyrangingfromthebusinessworldtopoliticstothemilitary.

Onlybyextendingthesphereoftheirinfluenceinsocietycouldtheymaintaintheirpowerfulpositionfor

generationstocome.



Whenitcametotheiroffspring,thingsbecameevenmorecomplicated.Determinedtoensurethe

proliferationoftheirclan,theJonesesmenlefttheirseedeverywheretheywent.

Atthatmoment,someonedashedintoEdburgManor,yellingashewent.“Badnews,Mr.Jones,bad

news!”

TheheadoftheJonesfamily,MichaelJones,wasseatedinthedrawingroom,hislegscrossedlikeaTurk.

Hewassippingteaslowly,hisbrowsfurrowedindeepthought.

Recently,theJoneseshadencounteredadifficultissue.Aspowerfulashewas,evenMichaelwasunable

tofindasolutionforit.

AdarkcloudhungovertheentireJonesfamilyaseveryonewonderedhowthematterwasgoingtobe

resolved.

Hearingtheloudyellsoftheman,Michaelfrownedindisapproval.

Thehousekeeperbesidehimhissedangrily,“Who’sthatmakingsucharacket?Howutterlydisgraceful!”



Veryquickly,thepersonhadarrivedinthedrawingroom.KneelingbeforeMichael,hesaid,“Mr.Jones,

I’vediscoveredsomethingofutmostimportance!”

Michaellookedupfromhisteacupandgazeddirectlyattheman.“Well,whathaveyoudiscovered?”

“DoyoustillrememberMissEmma’sson?TheonewhowascalledLevi!”

Hearingthis,Michaelshotupfromhisseat.Hisbulgingeyeswerefullofdisbelief.

Utterlyshocked,hedemanded,“WhatdoyoumeanbyEmma’sson?Didn’thedieofexposureonthe

streetsalongtimeago?Howishestillalive?”

Themanreplied,“He’sstillalive!AfterhewasabandonedinthestreetsofNorthHampton,theGarrison

familytookhiminandraisedhimastheirown.WhenIwentdowntoSouthCitytoinvestigatethe

conflictbetweentheGatesandtheCaesars,Icoincidentallydiscoveredthathe’sstilllivingthere.He’s

stillalive,Sir!”

“Somygrandsonisstillalive?”Michaelasked,bewildered.

LeviGarrisonwasthesonofEmmaJones.



ThatmadeMichaelhismaternalgrandfather!

“Sendourmendowntofetchhimbackquickly!”

Chapter677

HearingMichael’surgentdemand,themanrepliedimmediately,“Gotit,Mr.Jones.I’llsendourmento

findhimnow!”

Afterheleft,thehousekeeperwalkeduptoMichaelandsaid,“Mr.Jones,ifLeviGarrisonistrulyMiss

Emma’sson,there’sanideaI’dliketopropose.”

Michaelunderstoodherwordsimmediately.Rathernonplussed,hesaid,“DoyoumeanthatLevican

helpresolveourfamily’sproblem?”

Thehousekeepersmiledandsaid,“Exactly!Ifhecomesbackandclaimshisplaceamongus,wecan

simplymakehimacceptthepunishmentonourbehalf.That’sonebigproblemresolvedforus!”

Hearingthis,Michaelsmiledaswell.“ThereisaGod,afterall!”



“WhatacoincidencethatMissEmma’ssonshowedupjustasourfamilywasfacingthisproblem!The

godsmusthavesenthimtohelpus!”

InSouthCity,lifereturnedtonormalforLeviandZoeyafterAbigailleft.

However,therewasafeelingofuneaseintheair.

Oneday,theheadofthesecuritydetail,SethWilson,gaveLeviacall.“Mr.Garrison,there’ssomeone

lookingforyoudownstairs!”

“Lookingforme?”Levifeltalittlestartled.

Whenhearrivedattheplazainfrontofhisoffice,LevifoundaRolls-Roycewaitingforhim.

Sethpointedatthecarandsaid,“That’sthem,Mr.Garrison!”

Atthatmoment,afewpeoplegotoffthecarandwalkedtowardsthem.



Theleader,amiddle-agedman,lookedatLeviandexclaimedinsurprise,“AreyouMr.LeviGarrison?”

“Yes,that’sme.”Leviwasveryconfused.Hedidn’tknowanyofthesepeopleatall.

“WouldyouhappentobetheorphantakeninbytheGarrisonfamily?”

Leviasked,“Yes,issomethingthematter?”

ClaspingLevi’shandswarmly,themiddle-agedmanshedafewtearsofhappiness.“Mr.LeviGarrison,

we’vefinallyfoundyou!”

“Youmightnotknowthis,butafteryouwentmissingasachild,ourfamilysparednoeffortinsearching

foryou!Wefinallyfoundyoutoday…”

Themiddle-agedman’sexpressiondidnotchangeevenasheliedstraighttoLevi’sface.

Actually,theyhadfoundoutabouthislocationbyamerecoincidence.



TheJonesfamilyhadneverbotheredtosearchforhimatall.

Givenhowpowerfultheywere,theycould’vefoundhiminajiffyiftheywantedto.

Besides,LeviwasveryfamousinNorthHampton.

Helookedatthemenandfrowned.“Whoareyouguys?”

“Mr.Garrison,we’refromtheJonesfamilyinSouthHampton.MynameisJulianJones.Thecurrent

headofthefamilyisMr.MichaelJones,yourbiologicalgrandfather!”

Hearingthis,Levifrozeinshock.

Thatunfamiliarwordsentshockwavesripplingthroughhisbody.

WhenLeviwasoldenoughtostartrememberingthings,hewasalreadyanorphan.Atthattime,hehad

sworntohimselfthathewouldnevergolookingforhisbiologicalfamily!Iftheywerecruelenoughto

haveabandonedhim,whyshouldhebothertostrikeuparelationshipwiththemnow?Therewasno

needforhimtosearchforthem.



HewasfightingforthegloryoftheGarrisonfamily,andlivingforthesakeofZoeyLopez.AsfarasLevi

wasconcerned,hehadnobiologicalparentsorfamily.

Actually,consideringhisstatusinSouthHamptonnow,itwouldbetheeasiestthingintheworldforLevi

tofindoutwhohisbiologicalparentswere.However,hehadneverdoneit.Theyhadabandonedhim,

andhewasdeterminedtosteerclearofthemfortherestofhislife.

HearingJulianmentiontheword‘grandfather’,Leviwasextremelystunned.

Juliansmiled.“Mr.Garrison,pleasepackyourthingsandreturntoSouthHamptonwithustoclaimyour

positionastheyoungmasteroftheJonesfamily!TheJonesfamilyisoneoftheroyalfamiliesofSouth

Hampton.Onceyouenterourfamily,you’llhavethewholeofErudiaunderyourthumb!”

Theseweren’temptywords.Rather,itwasapromisethatonlyaroyalfamilyliketheJonesescould

make.

TheywerequitedifferentfromtheGatesandtheCaesars.TheJonesfamilyhadnointerestinErudia.To

them,itwastoosmallofanenterprisetobeworthyoftheirattention.

JulianhandedLeviacreditcard.“Toprovethatwe’rereallyfromtheJonesfamily,here’sabankcard

fromMr.MichaelJones.Treatthisasyourpocketmoney—there’sonehundredmillioninit!”



Heswipeditonanearbycardreader,andfoundthatitreallydidcontainonehundredmillion.

JulianwasquiteconfidentthatLeviwouldn’tturndowntheiroffer.
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Herefusedtobelievethatanyonewouldrejectanofferlikethis.Whichordinarypersonwouldrefusean

offertobecometheyoungmasterofoneoftheroyalfamiliesovernight?Fromthenon,theywould

haveunapparelledpower.BackedbythestatusoftheJonesfamily,theywouldbeabletolorditover

everyoneelse.Theycouldhaveasmuchmoney,womenandpowerastheywanted.Theireveryneed

wouldbesatisfied.Whowouldrejectsuchanopportunity?

ToJulian’ssurprise,Leviturnedhimdownwithoutsomuchasglancingatthebankcard.

Coldly,hesnapped,“Pleasegoback.IhavenorelationtotheJoneses.Infact,Ihavenoparentsor

relativesfromthatfamily!”

HisanswerstunnedJulianandtheothermenintosilence.Theyalllookedathiminshock.Howcouldhe

haverejectedtheiroffer?Itwasaonce-in-a-lifetimeopportunityforhimtogethishandsonone

hundredmillion,andhehadturneditdown?Wastheresomethingwrongwithhisbrain?

“Rememberthis.Forgetthiseverhappened,anddon’tevercomebacktofindmeinthefuture!”



Withthat,Leviturnedaroundandleft.

“…”Julianlookedextremelychagrined.Hehadreallyturnedthemdown!

Turningtohissubordinates,hedemandedinconfusion,“What’sgoingon?”

“Hewon’tturnusdown!Infact,he’sjustplayinghardtoget.Ifhehadsimplyacceptedouroffer,he

wouldcomeacrossasweak-willedandgreedy.Heprobablyreallywantedtosayyes!”

“Exactly!He’sasmartperson.Heknewweweregoingtocomeandlookforhimoneday,sohe

purposelyputonairsandactedasthoughhedidn’tcareaboutouroffer.”

Hissubordinatesanalyzedthesituation,suddenlyfeelingmoreconfident.

Juliannodded.“That’swhatIthink,too.Nobodyhaseverbeenabletoresistthetemptationof

becomingtheyoungmasteroftheJonesfamily!”

Someonebuttedin,“PerhapshethinkstheentireJonesfamilyisbeneathhim!”



“How’sthatpossible?Ittakessomeoneofincrediblepowertodemeanuslikethis.Howcouldhehave

thatsortofcourage?”

“Right?HemighthaveErudiainthepalmofhishands,butthat’snothingcomparedtotheJonesfamily!

Whatajoke.”

“Besides,we’veinvestigatedhisbackgroundthoroughly.Allhedoesissitaroundandmakemerryall

day!”

Hearingthis,theyallburstintolaughter.

Veryquickly,newsofLevi’srejectioncamebacktoMichaelJones.

“What?Hepretendedthatwe’rebeneathhimandturneddownouroffer?”Michaelaskedindisbelief.

Withtheirofferofmoney,MichaelhadthoughttheyhadLeviGarrisoninthebag.

Thehousekeeperlaughed,“Mr.Jones,he’sjustactingcoy.Heprobablywantsustoinvitehimafew

moretimes!”



“Alright,let’ssatisfythatdesireofhis!Afterall,hehasfinallybecomeusefultous!”

Withthat,heannounced,“Tellallthemalesofthisfamilytogatherupforameeting!”

Quickly,threegenerationsoftheJonesfamily’smalesfiledintothedrawingroom.

OnlyMichaelandafewoftheelderswereseatedcomfortablyinchairs.Therestofthemremained

standing.

Everyonehadadowncastexpressionontheirface.Itwasevidentthattheywereallworryingaboutthe

Jonesfamily’srecenttroubles.

“Ihavesomethingtoannouncetoallofyou.We’vefinallyfoundEmma’slong-lostson!”

Amurmurrangthroughthecrowd.

EveryonelookedupatMichaelinshock.



“TheboywhowasabandonedbytheGarrisonshasbeenfound?”askedMichael’soldestson,Daniel

Jones.

Thehousekeeperreplied,“Yes!Mr.Joneshasalreadysenthismentofetchhimback.”

Theyoungerboysgiggledmirthfully.“What’sthepointofbringingahomelessmanbackintoourfamily?

Hecan’tcontributeanythingtothisfamily.”

Michaelthundered,“That’srubbish!Ifweaccepthimbackintoourfamily,he’llbemybiological

grandson!Won’thebeconsideredalegitimateheirtotheJonesfamilythen?”

Everyoneconcurred.“Yes!”

Michaelcontinued,“Sincehe’llbealegitimateheirtoourfamily,wecansendhimtobearthe

punishmentonourbehalf!Noonecansayanythingaboutthat!”

“Ohmygosh,isthattrue?”
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EveryoneintheJonesfamilywasecstatic.Theproblemthathadbeenpesteringthemforsolongwas

finallygoingtoberesolved.

Aspeoplealwayssay–whenthere’sawill,there’saway.Inthiscase,they’vefoundMichaelJones’

grandson.

Theyoungeroneswereespeciallyexcited,somuchsothattheyalmostscreamedoutloud.Atlast,

they’vemanagedtofindascapegoat.

Recently,theJonesfamilyhadgotteninvolvedinadeadlyfeudduringtheirbusinesstriptoErudia.They

hadprovokedacertainwarlordinErudiaandwereseverelypunishedbythelocalmilitary.

Thecompensationwasfiftybillion.Notonlydidtheyhavetoexpendprofitsfrommultipleprojects,but

theyalsohadtosend10peoplefromtheJonesfamilytoprisonforasentenceof30years.

Thosewhowouldbesenttoprisonwerebasicallygivinguptheirlives.

Thelivingconditionsintheprisonwerehellish.Theprisonersthereweretorturedeverydayandusually

diedafewmonthsafterimprisonment.

Besideshavingtosend10membersofthefamilytoprison,anotherconditiontheyhadtofulfillwasthat



amongthe10members,twoofthemhadtobeamaleandafemalewhoweredirectdescendantsof

themainfamily.

Thiswastoappeasethewarlord.

ThepeoplewhohadtosufferneededtobefromthemainbranchoftheJonesfamily,sootherbranches

ofsaidfamilycouldn’tsubstitutethem.

Michaelwasn’twillingtolethissonsandgrandsonssuffer.Hedidn’twantthemtodieinvain.Eachone

ofthemweretheJonesfamily’sfuture.Theywerehisprecioussonsandgrandsons.

PatriarchalthinkingwasdeeplyingrainedwithintheJonesfamily.

Thefemaledescendanthadalreadybeendecided.EventhoughitwasMichael’sowngranddaughter,he

hadnoqualmssendingherover.However,hewasreluctantwhenitcametothemaledescendants.

TheJoneseshavebeenstrugglingwiththismatterforthepastfewdays.Nowthatanothergrandsonhas

appeared,hecouldreplacethemasascapegoat.Theywerefinallyabletoworkoutasolution.

Theyhurriedlyasked,“Grandpa,whereisthisperson?Weneedtobringhimoverimmediately.”



Michaelsmiledandreplied,“Youallwon’tneedtoworryaboutthis.I’vealreadysentsomepeopleto

pickhimup.”

Theeldestson,DanielJones,hadquestionsofhisown.“Dad,Idon’tthinkit’sagoodideatouseLevias

ascapegoatrecklessly.IftheGarrisonfamilyfindsout,theblameis….”

“Don’tworryaboutit.He’sbeenabandonedbytheGarrisonfamily.Otherwise,whyhastheGarrison

familynotsearchedforhimevenonceinthepast20years?There’snosuchpersonintheGarrison

familytree!Wedon’thavetoworryaboutanything.”

EveryonewasrelievedwhentheyheardMichael’sdefinitiveanswer.TheJonesfamilyproblemwas

finallyresolved.NoonecouldsayanythingifMichael’sgrandson,Levi,wassenttoprison.

“Dad,youmusthavebeendoingalotofgooddeedstoreceiveGod’sblessinglikethis,”Danielstated

withasmile.

“That’sright.Didyouthinksuchagrandsonwouldappearoutofnowhere?”

Theyoungergenerations,inparticular,wereexceptionallyjoyful.



Someofthemwereperformingbadly,sotheywereconstantlyworriedaboutgettingchosentobecome

thescapegoat.WiththeappearanceofLevi,nothingwasgoingtohappentothemanymore.

Michaelstrokehisbeardandlaughed.“SincethiskidisgoingtotakethefallfortheJonesfamily,we

shouldn’tlethimgoinvain.Wewillfulfillallhiswishesuntilthen.”

“Dad,don’tworry.We’lltakecareofit!”

Everyoneintheroomwasexcited.TheentireJonesfamilywaswaitingforLeviGarrison’sarrival.Hehad

noideathathewasalreadyselectedtobecometheJonesfamily’sscapegoat.

Thesituationwasfarworsethanhehadimagined.

ThesuddenappearanceofhisgrandfathercaughtLevioffguard.

Parents?Family?Relatives?Aretheyrelatedtome?Iftheyreallydidcareaboutme,wouldtheyhave

abandonedme?Iftheyreallyregrettedleavingmebehind,theyshouldhavefoundmealongtimeago!
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Ithasbeenalmost30years,andnoonehasevercomelookingforme.Yetnowthisso-called



grandfatherdecidestomakeasuddenappearance?Fromthelooksofit,theJonesfamilyisupto

something.

Leviwasanold-timer,soheknewsomethingwasupwiththeJonesfamilyinstantly.

Soon,Phoenix’scallcame.

“Sir,theJonesfamilyofSouthHamptonreallyaren’twhattheyseem.They’veoffendedtheErudia

warlordElijah.Now,theyrequireamaleandafemaledescendantfromthemainfamilybranchtogoto

prisonfor30years.TheJonesfamilymostlikelyselectedyouasthemaledescendant,sir.”

“Heheh…”LevilaughedassoonasPhoenixfinishedspeaking.

Iknewitwasn’tacoincidence.Everythinghappensforareason.Heknewonehadtodifferentiate

betweenfamilialloveandbusinesswhenitcametobigfamiliessuchastheJoneses.

Thiswasespeciallytrueforahomelessmanwhohadbeenabandonedbyhisfamilyforalmost30years

andwasofnousetothem.Whywouldtheywantsomeonelikethatback?Theyevenofferedmoney

andpower.It’snotlikethey’resickoranything.

Theonlyreasonhecouldthinkofwasthatsuchamanwasofusetothefamily.Inthiscase,thefamily

wantedLevitobecometheirscapegoat.



“Hahahaha….”Levilaughedoutloud.

Howironic.Sothisiswhat30years’worthoffamilialloveislike.Havingsuchcruelintentionseven

thoughthey’remygrandfatheranduncles.They’renodifferentfromtheGarrisonfamilyofNorth

Hampton.

Ontheotherendofthecall,PhoenixcouldclearlyhearLevi’sbreathingchange.

Hewasangry.Thismanwasangry.

Phoenixaskedtentatively,“Sir,theWarlordElijahwasalmostwipedoutbyusthreeyearsago.Should

wesendWhiteTigertofinishthejob?”

Levishookhishead.“Noneedforthatsincetheyaren’tmessingwithus.ThisistheJonesfamily’s

business.Ithasnothingtodowithme.”

“Rememberthis–thelandErudiaismyonlyfamily.Theresthavenothingtodowithme,”Levideclared.



“Yes,sir!”

Phoenixandtherestofthemwereallorphans,sotheyunderstoodhowLeviwasfeeling.Noonewould

befineifarelativeemergedoutoftheblueanddemandedtobetreatedlikethat.

“Levi,what’swrong?Youseemunhappy.”

LevihadanunusuallookonhisfacewhenZoeycamevisitinghim.Shehadneverseenhimthisway

before.

“I’mfine,”Levirepliedwithasmile.

“Iheardsomebodycamelookingforyouearlythismorning.Iseverythingalright?”Zoeywasalittle

worried.

“I’mfine.Iwoulddefinitelytellyouifsomethinghappened!”

“Alrightthen.We’llhavedinnertonight,sowaitforme.”



LeviandZoeywalkedsidebysideastheygotofffromwork.ThiswaswhenJulianJonesandhismen

interceptedthem.

“Honey,waithere.Letmetakecareofsomethingquickly.”

FacingtheJoneses,Levistatedimpassively,“Didn’tItellyoualltoleave?Whyareyouhereagain?”

Julianlaughedandanswered,“YoungMasterGarrison,we’reheretoescortyoubacktoSouthHampton!

You’vebeenwanderingaroundforalmost30years.It’sabouttimeyoureaffirmyouridentity.Youhave

thebloodofanoble,soyoushouldn’tbeinaplacelikethis.”

JulianhadorderstobringLevibacktoSouthHamptonregardlessofwhatittook.ThiswaswhyJulian

triedhisbesttoconvinceLevitoreturn.Ifitdidn’twork,hewouldhavetoresorttosomeextreme

measures.

Leviretortedwithasmirk,“Leave!Icouldn’tcarelessaboutbecomingayoungmasteroftheJones

family.Iwouldn’tdoiteveniftheMasteroftheJonesfamilybeggedme.”

Withawaveofhishand,Levileftthescene.

JulianandhismenfelldeepintothoughtastheywatchedLevi’sfigurefadeawayinthedistance.



Aftersometime,Julianspokeup.“Ifthisdoesn’twork,we’lljusthavetocapturehim.”
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Naturally,Zoeywantedtoknowwhathappened.Levitoldhereverything,excludingthepartwherethe

Jonesfamilyplottedtoturnhimintoascapegoat.

“That’sright!Howdarethey!Whereweretheybefore?”Zoeywasfurious.

ShehuggedLevitightlyandsaid,“Darling,nomatterwhatyouchoose,I’llalwaysbebyyourside.”

“You’reallIneed.I’venevertreatedthemasfamilybefore!”Levistated.

Julianwavedhishand.“Followhimandseewherehelives.We’llkidnaphimatnight!”

LeviknewhewasbeingshadowedwhenheandZoeyhaddinner.However,hedidn’tcare.

AftersendingZoeybacktotheBlackfamily,LevireturnedtotheWarzonecompoundasusual.



Julian,togetherwithseveralmen,surroundedtheWarzonecompoundsoonafter.

“He’stellingmethathedoesn’tcareaboutbecomingayoungmasteroftheJonesfamilywhenhe’s

livinginsuchashabbyplace?Whatafarce,”Julianexclaimedinasatiricalmanner.

TheWarzonecompoundwasinadilapidatedstate.Itswallswerepeelingoffandthemaindoorwas

demolishedbytheGatesfamilytwodaysago.

Itappearedhorrendous.

“Moveout.Leaveassoonasyoucapturehim,”Julianinstructed.

FourmenjumpedintothecompoundnimblyandheadedtowhereLeviwas.

Tensecondslater.Thefourmenflewoutofthecompound.

Ashirtlessmancamewalkingout.Hesneered,“What?Areyoutryingtostealsomething?”



Theshirtlessmanspottedthevanparkedinfrontofthecompound.Withathrustofhisfist,theentire

frontofthecarwascrushed.

Julianandhismenweredumbfounded.Howwasthereanexpertinsuchaplace?

Beforetheywereabletoreact,thecardoorwasrippedapartbyforce.Julianandhismenwereforcibly

draggedout.

“Stealing?Orkidnapping?”Alfiequestioned.

Hewasjustabouttodosomephysicaltrainingwhenhewasinterruptedbyfourbrats.Thisinfuriated

Alfie.

Withtheblaringofpolicesirens,Russellarrivedswiftlywiththespecialpoliceforce.

Julianandhismenweretakenintocustody…

…



IntheEdburgManorofSouthHampton.

“What?Julianwasarrested?Howincompetentcanhebe?He’smakingmoreproblemsinsteadof

solvingthem!”Michaelroared.

Thebutleradded,“Yes,that’sright!JulianinvitedLevitwicebutwasrejectedbothtimes.Hewantedto

kidnaphimindesperationbutwasmetwiththis!”

“Whatanidiot!”Michaelwasenraged.

Hecan’tevenbringonepersonback.Doesn’tthatmakehimanincompetentidiot?

“However,itseemsLevihasstatedthathewouldn’tcomeevenifyoubegged,”thebutlercontinued

speaking.

“Iunderstand.Thiskidisblamingmefornotinvitinghimpersonally.Haha!TellDanieltoinvitehim

personally.Trytoinvitehimoveraspolitelyaspossible.Afterall,he’savaluableassettous.”

MichaelsenthiseldestsontoextendaninvitationtoLevi.



DanielJonesarrivedinSouthCitythatnight.ThefirstthinghedidwasbailJulianoutofprison.Onthe

secondday,Danielgotupearlyinthemorningandpersonallywaitedatthecompany.AssoonasLevi

turnedup,Danielimmediatelysteppedforwardtogreethim.

“AnothermemberoftheJonesfamily?”Withaglance,LeviinstantlyrecognizedJulianandhismen

standingbehind.

“Levi,mypoornephew.Youruncleisfinallyabletomeetyou!”Withtearsinhiseyes,Danieltriedto

rushforwardandgiveLeviabearhug.

Levidodgeditquickly.

“Levi,I’myouruncle!Yourmother,Emma’seldestbrother,DanielJones!”

Levistaredathimblankly.Thewordmothermovedhimslightly.
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I’mstillherson,whetherIadmititornot.Icannevererasethisidentityofmine.Hefeltmovedwhenhe

heardtheendearment.



SohernameisEmmaJones.

Despitefeelingrepulsed,hernamewasetchedintoLevi’smemoryinstinctively.

“Levi,it’sallourfaultthatyou’vebeenorphanedforyears.Supposedly,grandpashouldcomeandbring

youhomepersonally,buthe’sunwellnow.That’swhyuncleisheretotakeyouhome.Don’tworry,Levi.

I’vepreparedagrandreceptiontowelcomeyouback.TwentyRolls-Royceandtenlimousinesare

waitingoutsidetopickyouup.”

“Otherthanthat,I’llmakeyouthebossofalargeconglomerateandtransfertenbilliontoyourbank

card.You’llbestayinginaluxuriousvillainSouthHampton.Inordertomakeamendstoyou,we’llmake

youtheheadandheiroftheJonesfamilyaswell,andyou’llhavethefinalsayinallourfamilyaffairs,”

Danielbabbledon.

Hewastryingtosweet-talkLeviintoreturningtotheJonesfamilybyofferinghimthebestofeverything

thattheJonesfamilyhad,eventheentireJonesfamily.

IwouldhavebeensotouchedifIhadn’tknownwhathappenedtotheJonesfamilyrecently.Daniel

seemstoyearnformyreturnwholeheartedlybymakingtheseoffers.Howtouchingthathe’swillingto

givetheentireJonesfamilyaway!Nevertheless,makingmetheheiroftheJonesfamilyisinfactatrap.

TheywantmetotaketheblameandgotojailinplaceoftheJonesfamily.

Daniel’spromisesleftJuliandumbfounded.TheJonesfamilyputinsomucheffortintogettingLevito

returnhome.



WhenDanielsawLevi’sexpressionsoften,hislipscurledupinasmile,andhewasonthevergeof

laughingoutloud.He’sonlyaninnocentchild,afterall.Icaneasilylurehimintosayingyeswithwealth

andpower.Noonecanresistthiskindoftemptation.

Afterthat,DanielcastalookofdisdainatJulian.Look,I’vesettledthismatterwithonlyafewwords.

You’reauselesspieceofjunk.

Inthenextsecond,Levi’svoicecametothem.“I’msorry,Mr.Jones.I’mnotinterestedintheJones

familyatall.Andwe’reunrelated,sopleasedon’taddressyourselfasmyuncle.”

HearingLevi’srejection,Danielgawkedathimwithmouthagape.Howcouldherejectmyoffer?Ishe

reallynotintotheJonesfamily?

“Seth,escortourguestsout,”Levicommanded.

Immediately,SethsentDanielandhismenoutthedoor.

Standingoutside,JuliansaidhelplesslytoDaniel,“He’sreallystubborn.Herefusestocomehomeeven

whenyoucomepersonallytopickhimup.”



Danielwasfumingwithrage.HewassecondonlytoMichaelJonesintermsofinfluenceandstatusin

theJonesfamily.HowdareLevirejectme!Hehasnorespectformeatall.

“Howshamelessofhim!He’sonlyatooltotheJonesfamily,”Danielyelledangrily.

“MaybehewantsMastertocomepersonallytobringhimback?”Juliananalyzedthesituationandsaid.

“Howinsolent!Asanunwantedorphan,hedoesn’tdeservetohavemyfathertocomeoverandpick

himup.He’spushinghisluck!”Danielrepliedinanger.

“Whatelsecanwedosinceherefusestogoback?Wecan’tbetakinghimbackhomebyforce.”

Itriedthisapproachonce,anditdidn’tendwell.Thisisthemostextrememethodwecanuse.

Suddenly,Danielseemedtohavethoughtaboutsomething.“Hah!We’llgetitdoneusingthehardway

then.He’ssowrongtothinkthatIcan’tdealwithhim.I’llmakesurethathe’llkneelandbegmetotake

himhome.”

Daniel’sfacewasgrimasaconspiracygraduallyformedinhismind.
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Leviknewthatthiswasnottheend,astheJonesfamilywasdesperatetomakehimtakethefall.Hence,

theydefinitelyhadsomealternativeplans.ButLevicouldn’tcarelessaboutit.SowhatiftheJones

familyisroyalty?WhyshouldIcare?EventheWarlordElijah,whomtheJonesfamilyfear,almostdied

atmyhands.IfIwantedto,IcanwipetheJonesfamilyoutwithoutbreakingasweat.

InthetoweroppositetheMorrisGroup.

Danielaskedcoldlywithasternface,“Iseverythingready?”

“Yes,everythingisready.”

Intheafternoon,ZoeywentoutforabusinessappointmenttogetherwithSylas.

Atthattime,Hadeswasawayformedicaltreatment.

Buttheyhadnorivalagainstthemnow,astheentireSouthCitywasunderLevi’scontrol.

Thetwopulledoverinfrontoftheirbusinesspartner’sofficetower.JustwhenZoeywasabouttoget



outofthecar,Sylasdiscernedthatsomethingwaswrong.Therewasalightreflectedfromthetopofa

buildingfaraway,whichwaslikelythereflectionfromasniperscope.

“Getdown!”

SylaspromptlypushedZoeydowninherseat.

Intheblinkofaneye,theircarwasunderattack.Thefrontrighttirewaspunctured,andthewholecar

jerkedviolently.ThesuddenblowstartledSylas.

IssomeonetryingtokillZoey?

“Headtotheofficenow!”

SylastookcoverwhilebringingZoeyintotheofficetower.

Whentheysteppedin,amaninasweaterandaskimaskwaswalkingtowardthem,andhiseyesglinted

withmalice.



HetookoutadaggerandlungedatZoey.

Sylashurriedlyshovedherawaywhiletossingherphoneinfrontofthemtoblockthestab.Herphone

wassmashedintopiecesatonce.

AfterafailedattempttokillZoey,themanretreatedanddisappearedinnotime.

Withafaceaspaleasasheet,Zoeybrokeoutinacoldsweat,whileSylaswasterrified.

It’snotsafehere!

Immediately,SylastookZoey’shandandrantothebasementcarpark.Thensheskillfullystoleacarand

droveZoeyaway.Whileshewasdriving,shesawafewmensprintingtowardthemthroughthe

rearviewmirror.ThisfrightenedSylas,andshewasdrenchedinsweat.Shepromptlysteppedonthegas

andspedaway.

Afterdrivingsomedistanceaway,thetwoheavedasighofrelief.

Butthenextmoment,Sylas’expressionchanged,asacarcameoutofnowhererightinfrontofthem.



Thetwocarscollidedhead-on,thenSylasandZoeypassedoutonthespot.Whenthetworegainedtheir

consciousness,LeviandSethwerealreadyhere.

Fortunately,bothSylasandZoeywereuninjuredbutpetrified.

Lookingatthetwowomen,Levi’sfaceturnedfrigidasaman’sfacepoppedintohismind.

Godd***it!

ThenSylasreportedtoLevi,”Mr.Garrison,somethingjustdoesn’tsitrightwithme.Wewentthrough

fourattacks,anditfeltasifsomeonewascontrollingitbehindthescenes.”

“Duringthefirstattack,forsomereason,thesnipermissedusandshotthecartireinstead.Thismakes

nosense.”

“Afterthat,themanwithadaggercouldhavetriedstabbingZoeyagainafterthefirstfailedattempt.”

“Atthebasementcarpark,somepeoplewaitedinambushbeforewearrived.Theycouldhaveattacked

usearlier,buttheyonlydiditwhenwedroveaway.”



“Intheaccident,itseemedlikethedriveronlywantedtobangourcar.Hehadnointentiontokillus.”

“Ifeelthatthepersonbehindthesceneistryingtointimidateusinsteadofkillingus,”Sylassaid

conclusively.

Leviremainedsilentwithasullenface.TheJonesfamilydidthistowarnme.

WhenLeviwentbacktohisoffice,hebumpedintoDanielattheentrance.

Danielsneered,“Howwasit,Levi?Isyourwifealright?Howlucky.”

Thenhistoneturnedaggressiveasheadded,“Butshemaynotbeasluckynexttime.”

Thisisathreat.He’sthreateningmesoblatantly!
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He’sheretohintatmethathehasdirectedthoseattacks,andhecankillZoeyanytimehewants.In



otherwords,Zoey’slifeisinhishands!

Levisniggeredathiswords.Whodoeshethinkheistothreatenme?He’smessingwiththewrongman.

Danielcontinuedsaying,“Nexttime,thebulletandtheknifewon’tmisstheirtarget.Oh,there’llbea

deadlyambushandcaraccidentaswell.”

“Howfragilehumanlifeis.Sometimes,you’reboundtoloseyourlovedonesnomatterhowwellyou

protectthem.”

Daniel’stonewasthreatening.

He’ssayingthatSylaswon’tbeabletoprotectZoey.AndZoeywillprobablyloseherlifethenexttime

heattacksheragain.

“Iwonderifshehasoffendedanyonethatshehasbeenattackedfourtimesinsuchashorttime.I’m

surenoonewilldaretouchherifshe’sapartoftheJonesfamily.”

Whiletalking,DanielhandedLevianotewithacontactnumberonit.Hismessagewasveryclear.Zoey

wouldbesafeaslongasLevireturnedtotheJonesfamily.



DanielwashavingfunthreateningLevi.IfLevitrulycaresaboutZoey,hewillbegmetotakehimbackto

theJonesfamily.

AfterDanielwentbackhome,helaughedoutloud.“I’vewon.Hecan’tstandagainstmethistime.”

“Mr.Jones,nowweshallwaitforLevitocomeandbegustotakehimback.”

Everyoneelseletoutamenacinglaugh.

Meanwhile,withagrimexpression,Leviwasgivingoffaviciousvibe.

HowdareheharmZoey!Hehadcrossedtheline.Iwon’ttolerateZoeygettingfrightened,letalone

gettinghurt.ThefourattacksinarowhadtraumatizedZoey,andshewasnowonthebrinkoflosingher

mind.Asaresult,Leviwassmolderingwithfury.

TheJonesfamilyweregettingonhislastnerve!NowhewasabouttomakeamoveagainsttheJones

family.



LevihadneveradmittedthekinshipbetweenhimandtheJoneses.Besides,evenifhisso-calledgrandpa

cametobringhimback,hewasonlyascapegoatintheireyes.SowhatifIlayahandontheJonesfamily?

Tome,they’reonlyoutsiders.

Inthemeantime,Zoeyfeltmuchbetteraftercomingbacktotheoffice.Assmartasshewas,shealready

figuredoutthattheJonesfamilywasbehindthoseattacks.

“Levi,ifthere’snootherchoice,wouldyouliketogohomeandtakealook?”Zoeyasked.

“Noway,I’llnevergoback!I’llmakethempayforthis,”Levisaidwithascowlonhisface.

Standingoutsidetheoffice,Sylassaidapologetically,“I’msosorry.Ididn’tkeepMs.Lopezsafe.”

“Noworries,Sylas.You’vedoneyourbest.Justleaveittomefromnowon.”

Ontheotherhand,Danielandhispeoplewerewaitingforhisphonetoring.

Julianasked,“What’sgoingon?Whyhasn’thecalledusaftersolong?”



Theothersfollowedandsaid,“Yes,heshouldbeherebynow.”

Danielfeltpuzzledtoo.“MaybeIdidn’tscarethemenough.Ishould’veletthatwomangetinjured.”

“Ithinkso.Perhapshethinksthatwedarenothurtthembecausehe’sEmma’sson,”Juliantoldofhis

assumption.

Danielletoutaloudsnort.“Damnit!AstheheiroftheJonesfamily,Ipersonallywenttohimtobring

himback,buthebrushedmeaside.Whodoeshethinkheis?He’sjustasonofabitch!Well,sincehe’s

notafraidofme,I’llchophiswife’slimbsoff.Thenhe’llcomeandbegmeformercy.Askallthe

assassinstostrikethemnow.Thistime,there’llbebloodshed!”

OnDaniel’scommand,adozenofassassinswhoattackedZoeythismorningwentafterheragain

simultaneously.
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LurkinginthedarkwhereZoeymightshowup,theassassinswerereadytopounceonher.These

assassinswerehighlyskilledthatanyofthemcouldtakeZoey’slifeeffortlessly.

However,Danielhadonlyinstructedthemtoinjureher.

Attheoffice’sbasementcarpark,afigureappeared.Withinafewseconds,hehadpriedopenZoey’scar



doorandsecretlygotteninthecar.

ThemomentZoeycomesin,I’llbeabletohurtherinasplitsecond.

Justastheassassinwasfeelingsmug,hesuddenlyrealizedthattherewasamaninthefrontseatwho

wasgraduallyturninghisheadaroundtolookathim.

Anditalmostscaredthedaylightsoutofhim.Beforehecouldescape,themangotholdofhimwithone

hand.

Themanslappedhimwithanotherhand,andbloodspurtedalloverthecar.

“Who’snext?”Leviwipedhishandandlitacigarettebeforewalkingaway.

Subsequently,theotherassassinswhowerehidinginsidetheofficeandaroundthebuildingweretaken

downoneafteranother.

Soonafter,alltheassassinshadbeenannihilated.



“What’sgoingon?It’salreadynoon,butnoneoftheassassinsarebackyet.”

Afterwaitingforafewhours,Danielbecamerestless.Noneoftheassassinscameback,andthere’sno

newsfromthemaswell.Somethingmust’vehappened.

“Thisdoesn’tmakesensetome.Can’tthosetopassassinstakedownanordinarywoman?”Juliansaidin

bewilderment.

“Contacttheassassinsnowandfindoutwhatthey’redoing.”

Danielpacedupanddownindistress.

Juliantriedtocalleachoftheassassins,butnotoneofthempickeduphiscall.

“Hassomethinggonewrong?Butwhatcanhappentoallourtopassassins?”

Danieldidnotbelievethattherewasanyonecapableenoughtodealwithsomanyassassinssingle-

handedly.



Justthen,therewasaknockonthedoor.

“Sir,hereisyourparcel.”

AdeliverymancameinandhandedJulianabox.

“Aparcel?”Julianaskedwithaquizzicallook.

Thenhesuddenlycaughtawhiffofaweirdsmell.

“What?Whyisthereaparcel?DoesanyoneelseknowthatI’minSouthCity?”Danielaskedin

astonishment.

“Openitandseewhat’sinit.”

Whentheboxwasopened,everyonegaspedinshock.

Therewerefingerssoakedinbloodinsidethebox.



Immediately,Daniel’sfaceturnedghastlypale,whiletheotherslookedequallyterrified.

“Arethese…Arethesetheassassins’fingers?”Danielaskedinatremblingvoice.

Suddenly,thedoorwaskickedopen,andalargegroupofpeoplemarchedin.

“Hitthem!”theleadercommanded,thenthegroupoffightersdartedtowardthem.

AlthoughDanielhadbodyguardswithhim,thesefighterspouncedonhisbodyguardsaggressivelyand

tookthemdowninnotime.

OnlyDanielandJulianwereleftuntouched.

“Whoareyoupeople?Doyouknowwhoweare?”Danielshoutedhurriedly.

“HowdareyoucausetroubleinmyterritoryinSouthCitywithoutaskingme?You’vegoneoverboard!”

theleadersnickeredatthem.



ItsuddenlydawnedonDanielthatthesepeopleweremembersoftheSouthCityunderworld.It'strue

thatweshould’vegreetedandinformedthembeforedoinganythingintheirterritory.Thisisan

unspokenrule.Afterall,wearefromSouthHampton.

ButdoIneedtofollowthisrule?Idon’tthinkso,becauseI’mtheeldestsonoftheJonesfamilyinSouth

Hampton.WhyshouldIbeafraidofthesepeople?

“Hah!DoyouknowwhoIam?I’mDanielfromtheJonesfamilyinSouthHampton.Doyoustillthinkthat

youdeservemygreetings?”Danielwasallpuffedupwhilesneering.

Inhiseyes,thepeoplefromSouthCitywereofalowerclassthanhim,ashewassuperiorandroyal.

However,thesepeoplehadnoregardforhisidentity.“Beathimtodeath!”

“Hey,didn’tyouhearme?I’mfromtheJonesfamilyinSouthHampton!”
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Danielshriekedfuriously.



Usually,noonewoulddarelayafingeronhimafterknowinghisidentity.

Backthen,theCaesarfamilyalonewasenoughtooppresseveryoneinSouthCitywhentheywereonlya

quasi-royalclan.ButtheJonesfamilywasthetrueroyalty.Anyonewhodaredmesswiththeeldestson

oftheJonesfamilywasonlydigginghisorherowngrave.

“Idon’tcarewhoyouare.Anyonewhobreakstheruleshastobepunished.Gogethim!”

Yet,thesepeoplecouldn’tcarelessanddartedforwardtobeathimrecklessly.

Intheend,theybrokeallhislimbs,andDanielsprawledonthefloorlikeadogwithanappalled

expression.

DidIjustgetbeatenupbyabunchofgangsters?Thisisoutrageous!

“Thisisonlyawarningfromus.Bearinmindthatthere’snoplaceforanymonkeybusinessforan

outsiderlikeyouinSouthCity.Ifyoueverrepeatit,you’llbedead.”

Afterreprimandinghim,thegroupofpeopleleft.



Infact,theycamehereonsomeone’scommand.Theyhadquiteafewpowerfulindividualsbacking

themup,sotheJonesfamilywasnothingintheireyes.

Infact,Leviwastheonewhoorchestratedthis.HehadhandedovertheSouthCityunderworldtothe

headoftheSouthernUnion,Grover.Asaresult,thosegangstersnolongercommittedanyheinous

crimes,butallofthemhadproperjobsnow.

AssoonasLevigavehisorder,Groversenthispeopleover.

BreakingDaniel’slimbswasonlyaminorpunishment.Otherwise,hewouldnotmakeitoutofSouthCity

alive.

ThenextmorningatthemanorinSouthHampton.

Daniel,JulianandadozenoftheJoneseswerelaidinanorderlymannerinfrontofthedoor.

Allofthemwereparalyzed,groaninginagony.

“What?”



WhenMichaelandhispeoplecameoutandsawthisscene,theywerecompletelydumbfounded.

“Whodidthis?Whobrokemyson’shandsandlegs?”consumedbyrage,Michaelbellowedwithasurly

face.

Theotherswerefilledwithangertoo.Itwasn’tonlyabouttheirpeoplegettingbeatenup,butitwas

alsoabouttheJonesfamily’sreputation.Theycouldnotbelievethatthishappenedintheseemingly

insignificantSouthCity.HowembarrassingfortheJonesfamily!Andtheymightlosetheirfootholdin

SouthHampton.

“Someone…SomeonefromtheSouthCitydidthistous…”Danielstutteredwithhisheadfacingthe

flooranddarednotlookatanyone.

TearsofagonyescapedDaniel’seyesashefeltoverwhelmedwithhumiliationandsorrow.

Howembarrassing!Ican’tfacemyfamilyanymore.Gettingmylimbsbrokeninthesmallcityisashame

thatI’llbearfortherestofmylife.

“ThegangstersfromtheSouthCityunderworldcrippledusbecausewebroketheruleandmessed

aroundintheirterritory,”Julianwhined.



“What?Agroupofgangstersbeatyouup?”Michaelsaidindisbelief.

I’llbesoembarrassedifthisnewsgetsabout.ThepeopleinSouthHamptonwillprobablylookdownour

familyaswell.

“Whydidn’tyoutellthemyouridentity?”Michaelaskedinfrustration.

TheseJonesesareworthlesspiecesofjunk!

“Wedid,andthat’swhytheybrokeourlimbs!”Danielsaidindignantlyandstartedweeping.

“What?Thisisridiculous!”Michaelshouted.

HowdarethesegangstersfromSouthCitychallengetheJonesfamily!Dotheyhaveadeathwish?

“Father,it’sallLevi’sfault!He’ssohaughty.Hedisrespectsmeandinsistsonhavingyougotohimand

bringhimbackyourself.”



ThoughDanieldidn’tknowthatLeviwasthemastermindbehindthisincident,hestillputalltheblame

onLevi.
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“What?Hewantsmetopickhimupmyself?Whothehelldoeshethinkheis?”Michaelyelledatthe

topofhislungs.

Theotherswereenraged.“Howdareanobodylikehimbehaveasifhe’sabigshot?”

“You’reright.Infact,notasinglepersoninErudiaisqualifiedforgrandpatobringhimbackhimself.”

“IguessLeviisasuselessashisparents!”

Despitefeelingfurious,thebutlersaid,“Anyway,westillhavetobearwithhim.Westillneedhim,don’t

we?”

“Let’sjustabducthimbackhere.Ireallycan’tstandhisarrogance!”

“Grandpa,pleasehurryup.It’sonlyfivedaysawayfromthedeadlineElijahsetforus.”



“Wemustgetitdoneassoonaspossible,lestElijahdemandformorefromus.”

Everyonevoicedouttheiropinionsonebyone.

ThenMichael’seyesglintedwithmaliceashesaid,“Alright,let’sabductLevi,andIwanteveryonefrom

theSouthCityunderworlddead!”

Suddenly,thebrightestmaninthethirdgenerationoftheJonesfamily,Tylersaid,“Grandpa,couldLevi

betheonewhosentthegangsterstocrippleuncle?Perhapshedidthisasacounterattacksinceuncle

hiredassassinstoattackhiswife.”

ItwasobvioustohimthatLevididthis.Hiswordsshedlightonthematterandmakeeveryoneponder

thispossibility.

Thiscan’tbeacoincidence.

“Doeshehaveanyhiddencapabilityandbackgroundconnections?”



EvenMichaelbecamesuspicious.

“Maybehehassomebackup?Isthatwhyheignoredouroffer?”oneoftheJonesesasked.

“It’llbefrighteningifheindeedhassomehiddencapabilities.”

Justthen,Michael’sphonerang.

ItwasacallfromGrover,theheadofSouthernUnion.

“Goodday,Mr.Cooke.HowmayIassistyou?”Michael’sattitudebecamecourteousimmediately.

EventhoughTheJonesfamilywasroyalty,theywerenotaspowerfulasGrover,whoheldamajor

influenceintheSouth.

“Iheardthatyoursoncausedtroubleonmyturfandgothislimbsbroken.”Groverasked.

“What?IsSouthCityyourterritory?”Michaelwasbaffledbyhiswords.



“You’reright,I’mnowinchargeofSouthCity.Yoursonhiredassassinsandcausedtroubleonmyturf

withoutmypermission.Hebroketherule,soIbrokehislimbs.Doyouhaveanyobjections?”Grover

askedwithadignifiedexpression.

“No,noobjection.Mr.Cooke,Iapologizetoyouonbehalfofmyson,”Michaelhurriedlysaid.

Ontheotherhand,Michaelactuallyfeltslightlythrilledinhisheart.

NowI’mcertainthatDaniel’sinjuryhasnothingtodowithLevi.SoLeviisstillanordinaryman,as

showninhisbiography.Andthatmakesmefeelrelieved.

“Alright,let’sdropthissubject.You’rearoyalfamily.Howcouldyounotknowaboutthisrule?You

didn’tevenknowthatSouthCityismyterritory,”Groverrebukedhim.

“I’msorry,Mr.Cooke.It’sallourfault.”

Afterabriefpause,Michaeladded,“Bytheway,Mr.Cooke,wehavesomethingtoattendtoinSouth

City.Ihopeyouwillallowus.”



“WhatelsedotheJoneseswanttodoinSouthCity?”Groverasked.

Hedidn’tknowaboutthehistorybetweenLeviandtheJonesfamily,becausehedarednotaskLevi

aboutit.

Michaelchuckled.“It’skindofembarrassing.IhaveanunfilialgrandsoninSouthCity,andI’mgoingto

abducthimbackhome.”

“What’shisname?”Groverasked.

“HisnameisLeviGarrison,”Michaelansweredhonestly.

“Howdareyou!”
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Grover’ssuddenroarstartledMichaelthathejoltedandalmostflungthephoneaway.

What’swrong?WhydoesMr.CookereactthiswaywhenImentionLevi’sname?IsLevisomekindof

tabootohim?



Meanwhile,angerwasstirringwithinGrover.Lastnight,Leviinstructedmetosendmypeopletobeat

someoneup,soIdid.IonlyrealizetodaythatthepersonisDanielJones.

ThoughtheSouthernUnionismoresuperiorcomparedtotheJonesfamily,Istillhavetoconfrontthem

aboutthismatter.

NowIdiscoverthatMichaelisactuallyLevi’sgrandpa…

“Mr.Cooke,what…what’swrong?”Michaelaskedinashakyvoice.

“Okay,it’suptoyouwhatyouwanttodoinSouthCity.ButIhavetowarnyou,it’sbetterthatyouavoid

comingtoSouthCitynow.You’llprobablyloseyourlifehere.”

Groverdarednotgetinvolvedinthismatter.Nomatterhowtheirrelationshipis,theyarefamily,andI

shouldn’tmeddleintheirfamilyaffairs.

Michaelwasperplexed.

What’ssoscaryaboutSouthCitythatI’llprobablylosemylifethere?



WhydidMr.Cookegetsoedgyjustnow?

“Father,what’sgoingon?”

“Whathappened,grandpa?”EveryoneturnedtolookatMichael.

“I’vefoundoutthetruth.Daniel’sinjuryhasnothingtodowithLevi.TheSouthernUniondiditbecause

SouthCityistheirturf,”Michaelexplained.

“Oh,Isee.NowonderthegangstersarenotafraidoftheJonesfamily.”

“SoLeviisonlyaloser.”

Everyonefeltrelieved.

ThenMichaelurgedthem,“I’veaskedforGrover’spermission,sowecandowhateverwewantinSouth

City.ButheadvisesmenottogotoSouthCitytoo.Maybethere’ssomeoneimportantoverthere.

Therefore,we’llhavetokeepalowprofilewhenwegotoSouthCity.”



“Yes,wegotit.”

Afterthat,MichaelgatheredhispeopleandheadedtoSouthCity.

Thedeadlinewasapproaching,sotheyhadnotimetospare.

“Oh,bringMiaalongtoo.AfterdealingwithLevi,we’llsendhimtotheOrientaltogetherwithMia,”

Michaelcommanded.

Soon,anadorablegirlinalongdresscameintosight.

ShewasMiaJones,whowasadirectdescendantoftheJonesfamily.Shehadbeenselectedtobe

presentedtoElijah.

Mia’sparentsweresobbinguncontrollablybecausetheyknewthatMiawouldbetorturedonceshewas

senttotheOriental,ifnotdead.

Theywishedtostopthis,buttheyhadnopowerorinfluence,sotheycouldonlywatchhergo.



MiawasthemostbrilliantoneamongthegirlsintheJonesfamily.Shewasanall-rounderwhohad

masteredseventeenlanguagesandheldsixmaster’sdegrees.

Atthesametime,shewasquiet,gentleanddocile.

Duringtheselection,alltheothergirlsintheJonesfamilyconspiredamongthemselvesandvotedMia,

sothatnoneofthemwouldhavetogothroughsuchtorment.

Yet,Miastillappearedcalmandfearless.

Sheglancedatherparentsandsaid,“Dad,Mom,I’mwillingtogoforourfamily’ssake.”

Inthemeantime,LevitookZoeytothehospitalforamedicalcheckup.Afterbeingcounselledbya

psychologist,Zoeyhadrecoveredcompletely.

“I’mfine,sodon’tworry.”

ZoeygaveLeviacomfortingsmile.



“Levi,maybeyoushouldgoback.Afterall,he’syourgrandpa.Ibelieveyourgrandma,unclesandaunts

missyouverymuchandwantyoutogohomeaswell.”

Zoeytriedtopersuadehimusingfamiliallove.

ThenLevilaughedallofasudden.I’veseentheJoneses’truecolors.There’snowaythatI’mgoingback!

“Levi,whyareyoulaughing?Letmeaskyou,whatwillyoudoifoneday,yourparentsshowupand

standinfrontofyou?”
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LeviwasrenderedspeechlessbyZoey’squestion.

Hecouldhardlyimaginehowitfelttohavehisownparents.Evenhisadoptiveparentstreatedhimlike

anoutsiderandhadnevershownhimlove.Nonetheless,hefeltmovedontheinsidewhenheheard

abouthisparents,althoughherefusedtoadmitit.

“I…Idon’tknow…”Levianswered.



“Justlistentomeandgohome.They’reyourfamily,afterall,”Zoeysaidwithasmile.

“Maybethey’llcometomebeforeIgohome.”

LeviknewthatthedeadlinegivenbyElijahwasonlydaysaway.

TheJonesfamilymustbeextremelyanxiousaboutit,sotheywouldsurelycomelookingforhim.

ButZoeymisunderstoodhimandsaidinsurprise,“Isyourgrandpacomingtopickyouuphimself?He’s

sogoodtoyou.Theheadofsuchaprominentfamilyiscomingtobringyoubackhomehimself.Hemust

besincerethen.”

IguessMichaeltrulylovesLevi,andthat’swhyhe’scomingtotakeLevihomehimself.Ifeelenvious.

Intheafternoon,MichaelandhispeoplearrivedinSouthCity.ThinkingofGrover’sadvice,Michaelkept

alowprofileanddiscreetlycheckedintotheSapphireVillainSouthCity.

“Well,I’mhereinSouthCityalready.Bringhimtothehoteltoseeme.Astheheadofaroyalfamily,I’ll

nevergotohimmyself!”MichaelmadeafussandtriedtolorditoverLevi.



Suddenly,someoneshouted,“Ohno,Miaranaway!”

“What?Miaranaway?Whydidn’tyouwatchoverher?Hurry,findhernow!”Michaelyelledangrily.

I’llbeintroubleifshegoesmissing.WhoamIgoingtopresenttoElijahifbothMiaandLeviaregone?

TheJonesesstartedlookingaroundforMia.

Meanwhile,inLevi’soffice.

“Mr.Garrison,someoneisheretomeetyou,”Sethsaidoverthephone.

“Isitanoldman?”

“No,it’sagirl,She’sasbeautifulasMs.Lopez.”



Seth’swordsmadeLevifeltcurious.

Whydoesthegirlwanttoseeme?

WhenLevicametothehall,hesawanunfamiliarface.

Thegirlseemedquietandsweet,andshecarriedavibelikethatofagirlfromarespectablefamily.

“Areyoulookingforme?”Leviasked.

“AreyouLevi?”Miaaskedhimwithasurprisedlook.

“Yes,it’sme.Whoareyou?”

“I’myourcousin,MiaJones.Levi,hurryandrunawaynow!Grandpaandunclewanttotakeyoubackto

ourfamily,onlytomakeyoutakethefallandgotojailontheirbehalf.Andyou’llprobablydieinthere,”

Miasaidanxiously.



Leviwasstunnedatherwords.

WhywouldsomeonefromtheJonesfamilycometowarnmethatI’mindanger?

AwarmandfuzzyfeelingoverflowedinLevi’sheart.OtherthanhismilitarypartnersandZoey,noone

hadevercaredabouthim.

ThenMiawentontotellLevieverydetailabouttheJoneses’scheme.

“Levi,runnow,orelseit’llbetoolate,”Miaurgedhim.

She’skind-hearted,andshecouldn’tbeartoseeLevibecomeascapegoat,soshecametowarnhim.

“Areyoutheotherone?”Leviasked.

“Yes,”Mialoweredherhead.

“Alright.I’mherenow,sonoonecansendyoutojail,”Levideclared.



I’llsavethisgirlsinceshecameallthewaytowarnme.

“What?Stopkidding,Levi.I’vebeenchosen,soIhavenochoice.”

Justthen,alargegroupofmenranovertothem.

“Mia,whatareyoudoing?WhydidyoulookforLevi?Didyoutellhimeverything?”

Themanleadingthegroupraisedhishand,wantingtoslapMia’sface.
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“Ah!”Miashuthereyesinfear,buttheslapneverlandedonherface.

ItturnedoutthatLevihadheldtheman’swrist.

“Letgo!Letgoofmenow!”Walesdemandedfuriously.



Heyankedhishandforcefullytobreakfree,butLeviclutchedhiswristtightlyinavice-likegrip.

“Areyoutryingtohither?”Leviasked.

“I’monlydiscipliningmyownfamilymembers.Whatdoesthathavetodowithyou?”Walesscoldedhim.

“Ouch…”inthenextsecond,Walesshriekedinagony.

Thepaininhiswristmadehimslowlycollapseonthefloor.

Everyonepresentcouldhearthesoundofbonescracking.

Miacouldn’tstanditandhurriedlysaid,“Levi,pleaseforgivehim.”

ThenLeviletgoofWales,whothenbentdownandgaspedforbreath.Shortlyafter,abunchofthe

Jonesescameoverandsurroundedthem.



Miabowedherheadandkeptsilent,lookinglikeachildwhowascaughtred-handed.

“Mia,you’reatraitortoourfamily!”

“Howcouldyoutellhimaboutit?”

“You’vebroughtshameupontheJonesfamily!.”

TheJonesesreprimandedheroutofrage.

Levihadalreadyrefusedtocomebackbefore.Nowthatheknowsaboutourplan,surelyhewillnever

comeback.

AlltheJoneseswishedtheycouldchokeMiatodeath.

WhiletheyhurledinsultsatMia,shebrokedownandstartedweepingsoftly.

“Comehere!Whyareyoustandingbesideanoutsider?”Walesshouted.



Miainstinctivelywalkedover,butLevistoppedherinhertracks.

“You’vecalledmeyourcousin,soyou’remyfamilynow.Noonecanbullyyou!”Levisaidcoldly.

“You?Whatcanyoudotous?Hahaha!”

Walesandtheothersletoutafewsarcasticlaughs.

WhatcanaloserwhohasbeenhomelessforaboutthirtyyearsduetotheroyalJonesfamily?Hehas

totallyoverestimatedhimself.

“Mia,justtoletyouknow,you’vemadeahugemistake!Areyoustillonhisside?Doyouwanttobetray

yourownfamily?”

Miaflinchedateveryrebukewithtearsstreamingdownhercheeks.“No,Ididn’t…Ididn’tbetraymy

family…No…”

Sincebirth,Miahadbeentaughttoputherfamilyfirst,andherfamily’sreputationwasmoreimportant



thanherownlife.

ThatwaswhyshebecameagitatedthemomentshewascalledatraitortotheJonesfamily.

“Thenwhyhaven’tyoucometoourside?”Walesshoutedatherinanicytone.

MiadartedapleadingglanceatLevibeforerunningacrossthehalltotheJoneses.

StaringstraightattheJoneses,Levideclaredcoldly,“Fromnowon,I,LeviGarrison,willprotectmysister,

MiaJones.Anyonewholaysafingeronhershalldie!”

Immediately,agustofice-coldaircameoutofnowhereandsentshiversupeveryone’sspine.

Whatanintimidatinggaze.

AseveryonelookedatLevi,asenseofcripplingfearoverwhelmedthem.

Afterawhile,WalesmusteredupthecouragetoaskLevi,“Whodoyouthinkyouare?Miabelongsto



theJonesfamily,andourfamilyaffairsarenoneofyourbusiness!”

“Yes,it’snoneofyourconcern!”

“Bytheway,letmetellyouthissinceyoualreadyknowthetruth.Amanlikeyouisnotworthyofbeing

apartoftheJonesfamily.Wewantyoubackonlytomakeyouascapegoat!”

Levisneered.“You’resuchshamelessjerks!”

“Don’teventrytorunaway.Youwon’tbeabletoescapebeingsenttotheOrientalandgettormented

bytheWarlord.”

“Hahaha!Whatmakesyouthinkthatgrandpawillcomeandbringyouhomehimself?You’resofullof

yourself!”

Levigavethemahalf-smile.“Iwon’trun,andI’llbewaitingforyoutoseizeme.”

“Howimpudent!Justyouwait!”



Aftersayingthat,theJonesesstompedawayinfury.
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Withawaveofhishand,asubordinatewenttoLevi.

Heordered,“Monitorthatwomanclosely.Ifanythinghappenstoher,reportittomerightaway.”

HedidnotexpectMiatowarnhimabouthissituation.Itisraretohavesomeonesokindwithinan

emotionlessfamilyliketheJoneses.Shedeservesmyacknowledgement.

Backatthevilla,WalesdraggedMiaintothelivingroom.

MiacriedinpainwhenWaleskickedherknees.Theybuckled,andshefelltoherkneesinfrontof

Michael.

Then,Walesasked,“Grandpa,doyouknowwhosheranouttomeet?”

Curiously,Michaelresponded,“Whodidshegoto?”



“ShewenttoLeviandtoldhimeverything,”Walescomplained.

“What?AreyoutellingmethatLeviknowsthatwearegoingtomakehimascapegoatandsendhimto

jail?”Michaelstoodupimmediatelyandshouted.

Walesconfirmed,“Exactly!”

“Thisisabsurd!Youareapieceofshit!”Michaelwaslividthathealmosthadafit.

TherestoftheJonesfamilyalsolookedatMiawithhatredandstartedtochatterabouther.

“Sheisabetrayer!Howdaresheratoutonourfamily?”

“ByturningyourbackagainstGrandpa,doyouknowhowbigamistakeyouhavemade?”

“Youarethrowingtheentirefamilyinaditch!IfLevidoesnotgotojail,wewillbedoomed!”

Miawasstillonherkneeswithherheadhungsolowthatitwasabouttokissthefloor.Sheknewthat



shehadcommittedagravesin.

Michaelyelledfuriously,“Doyouknowyouractionswilldestroyeverysingleoneofushere?”

“Grandpa,I’msorry.Itismymistake…”Miacried.

“Mistake?Youaren’teventhescapegoatwechosetosendtojail!Whydoyouseemtohaveagrudge

againstusthatyouwishtoharmusinthisway?Huh?”Michaelroared.

Ataloss,Miacontinuedtoweep.“No,Grandpa.It’snothinglikethat!IdonothatetheJonesfamilynor

doIwanttoseeanyofyougethurt.”

“Youareclearlytryingtobringusdown!Iwon’tbesurprisedifyoualreadyplannedtobetrayusinthe

firstplace.”

TherestoftheJonesesviciouslyscoldedher.

“Father,thiswon’tdo.Miacommittedaseriousoffensethatconcernsthesurvivalofourfamily.Shehas

brokenourfamilyrules,andwehavetoenforcetherules.Otherwise,theywillmeannothingifwedo

notpunishher,”Wallacesuggested.



“Yes!Shehastobepunished!”

“Miahasviolatedseveralfamilyrules,andshehastotakeresponsibilityforthem.Otherwise,more

peoplewilltakethoserulesforgranted,andtherewillbemorewhowilldothesameinthefuture.”

Persuadedbytherest,Michaelnoddedinagreement.“Alright,weshallpunishherbasedonourrules

then.Pleasehandmetheferule.”

Then,heglancedatthebutlerandasked,“Howmanystrokesshouldshereceiveforsuchanoffense?”

“Basedontherules,sheshouldreceiveahundredstrokes.However,sincesheisafemale,shewillbe

sparedandwillhavetotakesixty.”

Therestofthefamilygaspedinsurpriseatwhatthebutlersaid.

Theyhadseenfamilymembersbeingpunishedinthepast.

TherewasamanfromtheJonesfamilywhoreceivedtwentystrokes.Attheendofthepunishment,his



skinwassplitopen,andtherewasbloodeverywhere.Besides,hecouldnotevenleavehisbedforthree

months.

Inthiscase,Miahadtotakesixtystrokes,threetimeswhatthatmanreceived.Withsuchsoftand

tenderskin,shemightdiefromthepunishment.

“Wewillnotshowmercytothosewhobreakthefamilyrules.Mia,thefifty-thirdgenerationofthe

Jonesfamily,hasmadeamistakeandisresponsibleforputtingthefamilyindanger.Shewillreceive

sixtystrokes,anditisalessontonevermesswiththeJonesfamilyrules,”Michaelannouncedhis

decisioncoldly.

“Father,pleasespareher!Miaisstillachild,”Mia’sparentsbegged.

Heartlessly,Michaelimmediatelyresponded,“WhoeverpleadsforMia’sleniencywillreceivethe

punishmentwithher!”
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Instantly,everyonewhothoughtaboutpleadingforMiabackedaway.

“Bothofyoushallreceivetenstrokeseach!Iwillincreasethenumberifyoucontinuetobeg,”Michael

cruellysnapped.



Withthat,Mia’sparentsdidnotdaretocontinue.

Ontheotherhand,MichaeldidnotfeelsorrythatMiahadtoreceivesuchbrutalpunishment.Hewould

notcareevenifshewerebeatentodeath.Afterall,sheisawoman.Ifshedies,Icaneasilyreplaceher

withanotherone.

Onlythemen’slivesmattertome!Allthemalesinthisfamilyareprecioustome,andIwillhatetolose

anyofthem.

Deeplyrootedwithinthisfamilywasthepatriarchalthinking,wheretheypreferredmalesoverfemales.

Eveninthisageandera,theperceptionwasstillingrainedintheirminds.

“GotoSouthHamptonandbringmetheferulenow!”Michaelordered.

Sinceitwasafamilypunishment,hethoughttheyshouldusetheJones’ancestralferule.

Heleftnoroomfordiscussion.

“Dad,sinceLeviknowseverything,whatshouldwedonow?”



Everyonewascurious.

Michaelcoldlyreplied,“It’ssimple.Sinceheisaware,weonlyhavetocapturehim.Doesn’thehavea

wife?Ibelievehewillagreetocomewithusifwepromisetotakecareofherandtherestofhisfamily

onhisbehalf.”

Then,hecontinued,“AfterwearedonewithMia’spunishment,weshallsendsomeonetogoafterhim.

Ofcourse,pleasedon’tlethimgetaway!”

Waleschuckled.“Don’tworry,Grandpa.Ialwayshavemymenmonitoringhim,sothereisnowayfor

himtoescape.”

ItdidnottakelongforLevitofindoutthatMiahadtoreceivethefamilypunishment.

“Sixtystrokesonasmallgirl?Aren’ttheyafraidthatshewilldiefromit?TheJonesesareheartless.We

liveinanewera,andIcan’tbelievetheystillhavesuchtraditionalfamilyrulesinplace.Whatajoke!”

Levispat.

“IwillnotletanyonetouchMiainmypresence.”



Hewasfurious.Deadlydaggerswereshootingfromhiseyes,whichscaredSethandtherest.

AttheSapphireVilla,Miaandherparentswerekneelinginthemiddleofthelivingroom.

TheyweresurroundedbytheotherJoneseswhowatchedonexpressionlesslybutseemedtobe

mockingthem.

SittingatthefrontwasMichael,whohadadomineeringauraaroundhim.

Thebutlerbesidehimsaid,“Today,Miawasunfilialandbrokethefamilyrules.Accordingtothebook,

shewillreceivesixtystrokes.Givemetheferule!”

Withthat,amanbroughtaplatecoveredbyaredclothtothelivingroom.

Thebutlerremovedtheclothtounveiltheferule.

“Weshallcarryoutthepunishmentnow!”Michaelcommanded.



Afierce-lookingmanwalkedtowardsMia,withtheferuleinhishand.

Miahadlonggivenuphopeandkneltthere,soakingthefloorwithhertears.Herparentswerewailing

aswell.TheyhadnopowerwithintheJonesfamilyandcouldnotevensavetheirdaughter.

“Hmph!Justthesightofthemmakesmeangry!”

“Itisanhonorifyouarechosentogotojail.Thatisasacrificeforthefamily.”

“Whatistheretocomplainabout?”

Thecrowdmadevarioussarcasticremarks.

Theymadeitseemlikeoneshouldbeproudtobethesacrificiallambforthefamily.

“Thefirststroke!”Thebutlercalledout.Obediently,theburlymanliftedtheferuleandwasaboutto

bringitdownontoher.



Miawasterrifiedandstartedshaking.

Withonestroke,itwouldprobablyshortenhalfherlifespan.

Atthatmoment,abrick,thrownfromoutsideintothelivingroom,flewtowardstheburlyman’sface.

Immediately,hetriedtododgeandfailedtolandthefirststrokeonMia.

Aloudsoundwasheardwhenthebricklandedontheground,startlingeveryone.

Next,amanwalkedin.
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“HaveIeverwarnedyouthatMiaisundermyprotection?”Levispokeashewalkedintotheroom.

Hescannedthecrowdandcontinued,“Iwillkillanyonewhotouchesher.”

Ittookafewsecondsbeforeeveryonecouldreact.



“What?HeisLevi?”

Manypeoplepresenthadneverseenhimbeforeandwerestartled.

Inparticular,MichaelwassurprisedtooandhescannedLevifromheadtotoe.

Then,heresponded,“Youhavecertainlyinheritedyourparent’svalues.”

MiawasalsoshockedtoseeLevi.Sheanxiouslysaid,“Levi,whatareyoudoinghere?Youshouldbe

hidingnow!”

LikeZoey,shewaskindandwasworriedthatsomethingmighthappentoLevibecauseofher.

“Mia,don’tworry.NoonecanbullyyouaslongasIamhere.”Levismiled.

“Lookatthis!Evenuptonow,Miaisstillhelpingthisoutsider.Sheisclearlyatraitor!”



“Yes!Sheisabi*ch!”

AfteroneoftheJonesescommented,Levigaveheratightslap.Itleftherdumbstruck,whiletherestof

thefamilywereequallyshocked.

Whoisthisguy,Levi?Howdareheslappedoneofourfamilymembersinfrontofeveryoneelse?

Leviscowledatthewomanandsneered,“Whotaughtyouthishorriblehabitofinsultingyourfamily

members?”

Inresponse,Michaelroared,“Levi,howdareyoulayyourhandononeoftheJoneses?”

“IwillhitanyonewhospeaksunfavorablyofMia.Thisistheresultofthepoorupbringinginyourfamily.

Ican’tbelieveyoubroughtupsuchtrashypeople,”Leviscoffed.

“Levi,youmustbecourtingyourdeath!Howcanyouactsopresumptuouslyinmyresidence?”

AsthoughLevihadcaughtholdoftheirweakness,theJonesesstartedtocurseathim,onebyone.They

lookedliketheywantedtokillhim.



Sternly,Leviquestioned,“Inmyeyes,yourfamilyisjustabunchofgangsters.Whoisinchargehere?”

“Youaresogutsy.Whyareyounotkneelinginfrontofyourgrandpa?”Michaelstoodupandscolded

himwithadarkexpressiononhisface.

JudgingfromLevi’sactions,heclearlydoesnotrespectme.

Levirepliedharshly,“Ihavenograndpa.Besides,evenifIdid,hewouldnotsetmeupandwanttosend

metojail.”

“You…”Michaelstutteredinembarrassment.

LevihadfoundhisAchillesheel.Ifothersfindoutaboutthetruth,itwilltarnishourfamily’sreputation.

Besides,IstillneedLevitogotojail.

“Iwillnotarguewithyouanymore.Sinceyouarehere,itmakeseverythingeasier,andIwillsuckitup.”

Michaeltriedtosuppresshisangerandcontinued,“Sowhatareyoudoinghere?Areyoutryingtosave



Mia?”barkedWales.

“Ofcourse!ItoldyouthatIwouldprotecther.Iwillkillanyonewholaysafingeronher,”Levi

announced.

Michaelignoredhiswordsandsaid,“Mindyourownbusiness.Iwilldealwithyoulater,butfornow,we

aregoingtocarryoutthepunishment.”

Then,heglancedattheburlymanandinstructed,“Carryoutthepunishmentnow!”

Onceagain,theferulewaslifted,andtheburlymanwasabouttostrikeMiawithit.

Inaflash,Leviappearedinfrontofhimandcaughttheferule.

Levisnatcheditfromhim.

Withaflickofhiswrist,hebrokeitintotwo.



Thewholeroomwentsilent.

ThisferulewasasymboloftheJoneses’dignitywithathree-hundred-yearhistorybehindit.

Now,itisbroken…

ItwasasthoughhewassteppingontheentireJonesfamily.
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TheJoneseswerestunnedandcouldn’tbelieveit.

Thisferulewaspasseddownthreehundredyearsagoandrepresentedthefamily’ssupremacy.Inother

words,itwastheembodimentoftheJonesfamilyspirit.Now,their‘spirit’wasdestroyedtoday.Every

singleoneofthemwasinastageofshock.

Mia’seyeswidened.

Thisistheend.Whenstandinginfrontoftheferule,theJoneseswouldbeinfear.Togoagainstitwould

meanonewaschallengingtheJonesespowerandwasasignalofbetrayal.



However,Levihadthegutstobreakit.ItwasasgoodasprovokingtheJonesesanddeclaringwaron

them.

Levithrewthebrokenferuleasideandchuckled.“Forgetaboutyourpatriarchalrules.Iwillreinventthe

rulesforyouinstead.Thefirststepistobreakthisdumbferuleandabolishthefamilyrules!”

Levi’swordsbroughteveryonebacktotheirsenses,andtheystartedtochatteramongthemselves.

“Whatthehelldidyoujustdo?”

“Hebrokeourancestralferule?”

“Ishecourtingdeath?”

EveryonebabbledandsoundedliketheywereouttogetLevi.

“Doyouknowwhatyouhavedone?Youwillneverbeabletoredeemyourselffortheoffenseyou

committedtoday!Howdareyoubreaktheferule?Youareobviouslytryingtodeclarewaronus!”

Michaelraged.



“What’swrongwiththat?Can’tIgoagainsttheJonesfamily?Doallofyouthinkthatyourfamilyisthe

mostpowerfuloneoutthere?”Leviridiculed.

Previously,hegotridoftheGatesfamily,whoproclaimedthemselvestobethemostpowerful.

“Youareverydaring…tochallengemyfamily.Wehavetokillyou.Gethim!”Michaelexploded.

“Sir,wecan’tdothat!Westillhavetokeephimasourscapegoat!”Thebutlertriedtostophim.

Theotherswishedthattheycouldkillhimthereandthentoo.However,theyhadnootherchoice.They

hadtomakehimtakethefallforthem.Therefore,nomatterwhatmistakeshemade,theJonesescould

notkillhim.

Michaelshookinanger.“Alright,countyourselflucky!Instead,IwillsendyououtsideofErudiatobe

imprisonedbytheWarlord.Youwillsufferthere.”

Hehadadeathglare,andhisexpressionwascontorted.HewantedLevideadasthelatterhadoffended

theentireJonesfamily.



“Sinceyouarehere,youcanforgetaboutleaving.Justbegooduntilwesendyoutotheprisonoutside

Erudiainafewdays.”

“Haha…”

EveryoneoftheJonesfamilybegantolaugh.

Themostimportantthingwashecameherehimself,regardlessofwhetherhebroketheferule.

Then,thestrongestfewfromtheJonesfamilyclosedthelivingroomdoor.ThereisnowayLevicould

escapenow.

“Aren’tyouveryclosetoMia?Bothofyoucansuffertogetherthen!”Waleslaughed.

Miacouldnothelpbutsigh.ThoughshewastouchedthatLevicametorescueher,shecouldnotbear

toseeanythinghappentohim.

“Levi,sinceyouknowwhatourplanis,letmeaddinawordherethen.ItisnotbecauseI’mheartless,

butyouarejustlikeyourparentswhowereborntobeasacrificiallamb.Youshouldbehonoredthat

youaredoingsomethingforthefamily!



Besides,youbrokeourancestralferuleandwentagainstourfamilyrules.Therefore,itisonlyfairfor

youtopayusbackbygoingtojail.”Michaelstated.

“Youshouldpayforyouroffense!”Everyoneelsechantedinunison.

Thistime,therewasavalidreasonforthemtosendLevitojail.

Levisnickered,“WhowilldaretostopmeifIwalkoutofhere?”
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TheJoneseswereappalledbyLevi’satrocioustone.

“Howdareyouusesuchanarroganttonewhenyouspeaktous?Weareoneoftheroyalfamilies!What

makesyouthinkyoucandefyus?”Wallacesnorted.

LaughtereruptedamongtheJoneses.

WeareinvincibleinSouthCity!EventheGatesfamilyandtheCaesarfamilyhavetoobeyus!



IgnoringtheJoneses,hegrabbedMia’shandandsaid,“Ipromisedtoprotectyou,Mia.Comewithme!”

“What?”IttookamomentforMiatorecoverfromthedaze.“Ican’t,Levi.Ihavetogotojail!”

Leviscoffed,“Iwon’tallowthattohappen!Whydon’ttheygotoprisonthemselves?”

“Whatthehelldoyoumean,LeviGarrison?Sincewhendoyouhavetheaudacitytoquestionour

decisions?”

“WehavecastourvotesforMiatogotoprisonasherpunishment.Servesherrightforgoingagainst

ourfamilyrules!”TheJonesestriedtomakethedecisionsoundreasonable.

“Firstly,yourfamilyruledoesn’tapplytomebecauseI’mnotoneofyou.Secondly,Iwon’tallowanyof

youtohurtMia!Sheisasistertome!”LevigrabbedholdofMiaandwalkedaway.

“Stopthem!”AssoonasWallacegavetheorder,severalmenmovedforwardstoblockLevi.

Withinminutes,Levisentallthemenflyingacrosstheroomwithhispowerfulslap.



TheJonesesgaspedcollectivelyinhorror.“Heisamartialartsexpert?”

RecallinghispreviousencounterwithLevi,Walesyelled,“Grandpa,he’swell-trained!Don’tlethimget

away!”

“Seizehim!”Michaelordered.

AgroupofmartialartsexpertsleapedoutofnowhereandsurroundedLevi.Theywerethesecret

weaponofroyalfamiliesandthatwasnotsomethingthatotherprominentfamiliescouldcontendto.

“Let’sseeifhecanstillrunawaywithhislimbsbroken!”Wallacescoffed.

“Yes!Hewon’tbeabletoescapeafterthat!”Michaelagreedtoit.

Allofasudden,amaningold-rimmedglassesyelled,“Father,no!”

Theman,DustinJones,wasoneofLevi’suncles.HewasongoodtermswithEmma,Levi’smother.



“Father,wealreadyoweEmmasomuch!Wecan’tbesocrueltohersonnow!”Dustinpersuaded.

“He’sright,father.Wecanusehimasthescapegoatinsteadofdisablinghim!”EllaJones,Levi’saunt

chimedin.

Michaelhesitated.“Well…”

“Punishhim,father!Anarrogantimbecilelikehimdoesn’tdeservetobespared!”Wallaceandafew

othershollered.

Michael’sbutlerwhisperedinhisear,“Sir,Idon’tthinkthiswilllookgoodonusifwordsgoout.We

don’thavetogoasfarastokeepthemconfined.Itmightdestroyourreputation!”

“Grandpa,Ithinkhe’sright!Whydowehavetobeafraidofthetwoofthemwhenwearesopowerful?

Wewillbecomealaughingstockifanyonehearsofthis!”Tyleradded.

Atlast,Michaelgavetheorderforhismentoretreat.



“Countyourselfluckytoday,Levi!”Michaelspat,“Weareonlylettingyouoffbecauseyoumeannothing

tous.TryanythingfunnyandIwillimprisonyouforreal.”

AfterLevileft,Michaelcommanded,“Shadow,keepaneyeonthem!”
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Aperson’ssilhouettestreakedacrosstheroomassoonasMichaelgavehisorder.Hewasnoneother

thanShadow,themostpowerfulmartialartsexpertinJonesResidence.

Anexpertinassassinationandstealth,noonewouldhavethetimetodefendthemselveswhenhe

struck.Notevenabulletcouldharmhimifhemovedfastenough.

WallacefeltrestassuredwithShadowinchargeofmonitoringLevi’sactions.

“Shadowcanappearanywherewithoutanyonenoticinghim!LeviandMiawon’tbeabletogetfarwhen

he’soutspyingonthem!”TheJonesesexclaimedconfidently.

WhenLeviandMiawerehalfwayontheroad,Levinoticedsomeonefollowingthem.

Hechuckledunderhisbreath,“Huh!TheythinkI’mstupid.”



EventhemostskillfulmartialartsexpertoftheJonesfamilycouldn’ttrickhim.Shadow?Whatajoke!

LeviarrangedforMiatostayatMorrisGroupwithZoeyforthetimebeing.

KnowingthatMiawastheonlyrelativewhowasongoodtermswithLevi,Zoeywasveryfondofher.

“Mia,Zoeywilltakecareofyoufromnowonwards.”

AlthoughMiawastreatedkindlybyZoey,shecouldn’tmusterupanyjoyknowingthatsheandLevi

couldnotescapetheirfate.Theywouldstillbesenttoprisoninafewdays.

Meanwhile,theJoneseswerecursingLeviinJonesResidencewhenMichaelgotaphonecallfromthe

Warlord,Elijah.

Michaelswitchedtoapolitetone,“HowcanIhelpyou,mylord?”

“Haveyoupreparedthemoney?”Elijahasked.



“Yes,thefiftybillionisready!”

“Andhaveyouchosenwhotogotoprisononbehalfofyourfamily?Ihopeyoudon’ttryanythingfunny

withme.I’vemadeitclearthatyourpunishmentforbreakingmyrulesistosendatleasttwoofyour

directdescendantstojail!”Elijahdemandedsternly.

“Asyouwish,mylord!”

“Good.I’llcometoErudiapersonallytogetthemoneyandtaketwoofyourdescendants.”

“Oh?You’llcome?Then…Thenwe’llbewaitingforyourarrival!”

…

AfterElijahhungup,Michaelsighedheavily.

“Whatisit?”everyoneasked.



Michael’sfaceturnedpalebeforehefinallyannounced,“Elijah,theWarlordiscomingtoErudia

personally!”

Elijah’sarrivalmeantthatthefateoftheJoneseswassubjectedtomorevariables.WhatifElijah

changedhismindanddemandedharsherpunishments?

Besidesthat,theywouldhavetoensurethatLeviandMiadidnotescape.

“What?TheDemonKingiscoming?”

Everyoneturnedpalefromhorroratthethoughtofthemercilesswarlord’supcomingpresencein

Erudiabecausehewasnotsomeonethatcanbemessedwith.

Anyonewhodaredtochallengehimwouldeitherendupwiththeirwholefamiliesmassacredorthe

womenintheirfamiliessoldoffasslavesandprostitutes.

NoteventheJonesfamily,oneofthegreatestroyalfamilies,couldescapeElijah’swrath.

TheymadethemistakeofoffendingElijahduringtheirbusinesstriptoEastErudiaearlier.



Iftheydecidedtofightback,theywouldonlyendupwithafailedbusinessandthewarlord’srevenge,

whichwasprobablyamassacrethatconsistedofhundredsofassassins.

TheJonesescouldnotaffordthedireconsequencesofdefyingElijahagain.

“ThenwemustkeepaneyeonLeviandMia!Wecan’tletthemgetaway!”

Withthatsaid,theJonesescommandedthreemoremartialartsexpertstomonitorLeviandMia.It

wouldbeeasiertocapturethembythetimeElijaharrived.
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WhileMiaspentthenextfewdaysinagony,Leviwasquiterelaxedbecausehecouldn’tcarelessabout

theJoneses.

Fourdayslater,ElijaharrivedatSouthCitywithafleetofcarsarmedwithloadedweapons.

AlthoughhewasthewarlordofOrientana,hetriedtokeepalowprofilebecausehewasinanother

territory,Erudia.



WhenthefleetofcarsreachedSapphireVilla,MichaelledhisfamilymemberstowelcomeElijahatthe

frontdoor.

Deepdown,everyonewasnervouswhentheysawthemercilesswarlordinfrontofthem.

Michaelimmediatelyordered,“TellShadowtobringMiaherenow!Tellherifsherefuses,Iwillsendher

parentstojailinstead!”

Soon,Elijaharrivedwithtwohundredarmedbodyguardssurroundinghim.

Hehadmultiplescarsthatenhancedhisferociouslookandacigarinhismouth.

Elijah’simmensewealthenabledhimtoacquireanarmyofahundredthousandsoldierswell-equipped

withthemostformidableweapons.

OnewrongwordfromtheJonesesandtheywouldfindthemselvesatthemercyofthoseweapons.

Elijah’simposingmannerwasintimidatingenoughfortheJonesestocower.



AsheswepthisgazeacrosstheJoneses,Michaelsteppedupandgreeted,“WelcometoErudia,my

lord!”

Elijah’sadjutantreported,“Sir,thisisMichaelJones,headoftheJonesfamily.”

“You,”Elijahbellowedinhisdeepvoice,“Youaretheonewhointrudedmyterritorywiththatfilthy

businessofyours!Howdareyoudefymeandhurtmysoldiers?”

Everyonefrozeinplace.

“Mylord,I’mafraidit’sallamisunderstanding…”Michaelfumbledforwordshastily.

“Well,sinceyou’rewillingtoapologize,I’llletthismatterrestifyouaddanotherfiftybillion,”Elijah

concluded.

“What?”Everyonegaspedcollectively.

Thisistotallyadaylightrobbery!That’sahundredbillionintotal!Ourfamilymayneverrecoverfrom

thisblow!



Infact,theJoneseshadpreparedthemselvesformoredauntingnews,buttheyneverexpectedElijahto

besoruthlessandcunning.

Elijahsmirked,“Isthataproblem?”

“IhavethirtythousandmenonstandbynotfarfromSouthHampton.Believeme,theyarevery

impulsive.Icannotassureyouofyoursafetyoncetheyknowthatyoudefymeagain…”Hethreatened

menacingly.

TheJonesesturnedpalewhentheyrealizedthatElijahwasthreateningtodestroytheirfamilyifthey

didn’tagreetohisconditions.

Knowingthattheywouldn’tstandachanceagainstElijah,Michaelfinallygavein.“There’snowaywe

willdefyyou,mylord!”

AsMichaelshowedElijahintoSapphireVilla,therestoftheJonesescompletedthe100-billion

transaction.

“Getthetenprisonersready.I’mleavingsoon!”Elijahordered.



Despitebeingtyrannical,hedarednotprolonghisstayatErudia.

Heplannedtoreturntohisterritoryoncehegotwhathecamefor.

“Noproblem!”MichaelcommandedhissubordinatestocaptureLeviandMia.

Notlongafter,LeviandMiaweresurroundedbyMichael’smen.

“Pleasecomewithus,Ms.Jones.Thewarlordisalreadyhere.Yourparentswillhavetogotojailifyou

don’tshowup!”

Miapanicked.“Levi,Ihavetogonow!”

Levistrokedherheadlightly.“Alright,I’llcomewithyou!”
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Levicouldn’thavecaredlesspreviously.However,whenheheardthatElijahwasinSouthCity,he

becameangry.



HowcanweallowthismadwarlordtowreakhavocashepleasesinErudia?Doeshehaveadeathwish?

“What?”Miaexclaimed.

ThebodyguardsappearedtobeastoundedaswellbecausenoneofthemthoughtLeviwouldgowith

Mia.

Meanwhile,inSapphireVilla,Elijahappearedtobebeamingatthesuccessfultransferof100billionto

hisaccount,buthewasactuallyworriedbecauseErudiawasadangerousplaceformercenarieslikehim.

HewouldbeintroubleifthemilitarydiscoveredhispresenceinSouthCity.

However,hewaswillingtotaketherisktogetanextrafiftybillion.

“Wherearethey?Bringthemtomequickly!”Heurged.

Soonenough,Levi,Mia,andeightotherJonesesweresenttoElijah.



MichaelandafewotherssmirkedatthesightofLevisurrenderinghimself.

Hemusthavecometohissensesfinally!Hewillneverbeabletofightourmenanyway.

LustglintedinElijah’seyeswhenhelaideyesonMia.OncehemadesureofLeviandMia’sidentity,he

noddedsatisfactorily.

“Good.Seizethem!”

MichaelandtheothersonlydaredheaveasighofreliefafterElijahandhissoldiersleftSapphireVilla.

“Wemayhavelostfiftybilliontoday,butatleastwearefinallyfreefrommoretrouble!”

TheonlythingtheJoneseswereupsetaboutwasthemoney.ExceptforMia’sparents,noneofthem

caredtheleastaboutthefateoftheJoneseswhoweretakenbyElijahascaptives.

Mia’sparentsweretheonlyonesweeping.

“Howcanyoubesoruthless,dad?They’reyourgrandchildren!”Mia’sparentswailedatthethoughtof

neverseeingMiaagain.



“Don’tbesuchacrybaby!Theyshouldbeproudtobeabletocontributetothefamily!It’sagloryofa

lifetime!”MichaelstatedasifhisdecisionofsendingLeviandMiaawaywasanhonorableone.

Ontheotherhand,Elijahorderedhismentospeedup.

LeavingErudiaimmediatelywastheonlywaytoavoidthepossibledangersandeasehistension.

Positioninghimselfinfrontofthecaptives,hescoffed,“Allofyoubelongtomefromtodayonwards!”

MiaandtheotherscoweredandavoidedElijah’sgazeexceptforLevi.Hewastheonlyonethatstared

rightintothewarlord’seyesbravely.

ElijahwaspuzzledbyLevi’scalmness.“You…You’renotafraidofme?”heinquiredcuriously.

AlaughescapedfromLevi’smouth.“WhyshouldIbeafraidofyou?”

“Ofcourseyoushouldbe!TheJonesesalwayscowerwhenthey’rearoundme!Lookatthem!”He

pointedatMiaandtheotherswhowereshiveringinfright.



“Areyoureallynotafraidofme?”Elijahaskedagain.

“I’mneverafraidofanyoneelse.Instead,everyoneshouldbeafraidofme,”Levichuckled.

“Ha!AreyousayingthatIshouldbeafraidofyou?”Elijahsnorted.
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Levinoddedseriously.“YoumightpeeyourpantsinfrightifIrevealmyidentity.”

“Hahahaha…”

Elijahwaslaughingouttheloudestamongeveryonewhoburstintowavesoflaughterbecausehe

thoughtthenotionwastooridiculous.WhatcouldLevibecapableofwhenhewasmerelysomeonethat

theJonesespresentedascaptives?EventheformidableMichaelJoneshadtoobeyhimandgivehima

hundredbillion.

Thisisoutrageous!

MiatuggedonLevi’ssleevestosignalhimtostoptalkingbecauseshedidn’twanthimtogetinto

troublewithElijah.



Smiling,Leviremarked,“Yourswiftdepartureshowsthatyou’reafraid.”

“What?”Elijahwasthrownoffmomentarilybecausehedidn’texpectLevitoreadhisfear.

Howdoesheknow?Hemustbenoordinaryperson!

“I’mafraid?That’simpossible!”Elijahdenied.

“YousneakedintoErudiawhenyouclearlyknowthatmercenariesarebannedhere,didn’tyou?Aren’t

youscaredthatthemilitarygetwordsofthis?”LevibombardedElijahonhisweakspots.

ItturnedoutthatthewarlordwasterrifiedofthesoldiersofErudiabecausehenearlydiedintheir

handsyearsago.

“That’simpossible!Iwouldn’tgotoErudiaifI’mafraid.Mindyou,Ihaveahundredthousandsoldiersin

mycommand!Ifanyoneshouldbeafraid,itshouldbethesoldiersofErudia!”Elijahboasted.

Levitaunted,“Haveyoueverthoughtofthepossibilitythatthemilitaryknowsaboutyourintrusion?”



ElijahfelthismindgoblankwhenheheardLevi.Slowlyrealizingthatheoverlookedaseriousproblem,

itwashisturntoturnpaleandshiver.

ImusthaveunderestimatedErudia!Ishouldhavefounditsuspiciouswhennobodystoppedmyfleetof

cars!

“That’sridiculous!Wewon’tbediscoveredbecauseallofmymenareskilledinstealth!”Elijahmade

anotherattempttocoveruphisfear.

AftergivingLevionelastglare,hestrodetothefrontandorderedhisdrivertohittheacceleratorand

stayalertofthesurroundings.

“I’llletyouofffornow.OncewereachOrientana,I’llseeifyoucanstillspoutnonsensewhenItrythe

cruelesttorturesonyou!”ElijahthreatenedLevi.

“I’llbelookingforwardtoit,”Levirepliedcalmly.

Theyhadasmoothjourneyforthefirstthreehours.



Whentheyfinallyreachedahiddenlandinginthewoods,Elijahfelttheweightliftoffhisshoulders.

Thereweredozensofhelicopterswaitinginthelandingtotakeoff.

“Imustbeworryingfornothingallbecauseofthatstupidguy!Erudia’ssoldiersdidn’tnoticeusatall!”

Relieved,Elijahlaughed.

However,Levi’svoicesoundedfromthebackofthecar.“I’mgivingyouafinalchancetosurrender

yourself,Elijah!Youwon’tbeabletobegformercylater!”

“Whatthehellareyoublabberingabout?Iwillripyourmouthifyoucontinueyournonsense!”Elijah

snappedfuriously.

Justastheygotoffthecarsandmovedtowardsthehelicopters,somethingunforeseenhappened.

“Ow-”

Elijahlookedaroundfranticallyinhorrorasthesoundofwolveshowlingechoedthroughthewoods.

Eighteenwolveswithridersappearedontopofthehilloppositethem.



ItwastheCavalryRegiment!
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“Whatthe…”

Elijah’smenwereappalledbythescene.

Theyhadneverseensuchenormouswolveswithpurewhitefurthatemitteddangerousauras.Norhad

theyseenridersonwolveswhowereequippedwithtraditionalbows,modernguns,andgrenadesatthe

sametime.

TheCavalryRegimentthatwasoncethenightmareofalmostallenemiesonthebattlefieldreappeared

intheforest.

AlthoughElijahoutnumberedtheCavalryRegimentbyhundredsofmen,theywerefrozenbytheir

commandingaura.

“AllmercenarieswhocometoErudiawithoutpermissionshalldie!”

Elijahalmostfelltothegroundbecausehiskneesgavewaywhenoneofthecavalrymembersbellowed.



Whenhespottedfiveothermenemergingfromthecornerofhiseyes,hebrokeintoacoldsweatas

realizationdawnedonhim.

“Ow-”

TheCavalryRegimentstartedtheirattackandrusheddownfromthehillsattopspeed.

Inablinkofaneye,theyclosedthedistanceofoverafewhundredmeters.

Wheretheirpathscrossed,Elijah’smendroppedtothegrounddead.

TheCavalryRegimentfoughtferociously.Soon,mostofElijah’sfewhundredwell-trainedsoldierswere

reducedtopilesofcorpses.

Therestofthemtriedtorunaway,butitwasonlyamatterofsecondsbeforetheCavalryRegiment

caughtupwiththem.

ElijahandhismenwereabsolutelycrushedbytheinvincibleCavalryRegimentinnomorethantwo

minutes.



Now,theremainingwaskneelingonthegroundandsurrenderingthemselves.

ItwasthemostterrifyingbattletheyeverencounteredbecausetheCavalryRegimentseemedtobe

immunetobullets.

Meanwhile,Elijahfelltohiskneeswhenthefivemenhesawfromthecornerofhiseyestwominutes

agostoodbeforehim.

JustasLevipredicted,Elijahwettedhimself.

Hewouldneverforgetthesemeninfrontofhimwhoalmostwipedouthistroopsthreeyearsago.

Theotherelevenmercenarytroopsweredestroyedonthesamefatednightbecausetheycameacross

theundefeatableIronBrigadeinErudia.

ElijahneverexpectedtofindhimselfatthemercyoftheFiveGreatWarsRegiment,whowerethe

leadersoftheIronBrigadeagain.



CouldtheeighteenridersbethelegendaryCavalryRegiment?

“I…I…”Elijahcouldonlymanagetostutterbecausehewastooscared.

“HowdareyoucometoErudia?Areyoutiredofliving,Elijah?”AzureDragonscoffedcoldly.

WhiteTigerchuckled,“ShallIdestroyyourarmyinOrientananow?”

“No…Pleasedon’t!It’sallamisunderstanding…”Itwasironictoseethepreviouslyarrogantwarlord

sobbinglikeachild.

“Iassureyou,it’sallamisunderstanding!”

“We’reonlyheretosettlepersonalmatters!Wedidn’tdoanyharmtoErudia!”Beingtheonlymanwho

wasn’tcoweringinfear,Elijah’sadjutantexplainedhastily.

“Yes,you’vemistaken!Wedidn’tstirupanytroubleinErudia!Wewouldn’tdreamofdoingthat!”Elijah

wailed.



AzureDragonmerelyscoffed,“Areyousure?Doyouknowwhoyouhavecaptured?”Histonesuddenly

becamestern.

Elijahfelthismindbeingblownintopiecesashethoughtofsomeone.


