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Thenextday,alltheshopsthathadchasedEmmaoutreceivedasternwarning.Somewereevenforced

toshutdown.Thereasonwassimple,notonlydidtheydisrespectthebasicrightsofconsumers,rather,

theyhadalsogoneasfarastoinsultandusephysicalforceupononeoftheircustomers.

Therewasnotasinglepersonwhowasnotshockedbythisunexpectedturnofevents;theBlackfamily

wasespeciallyshocked.

Uponreceivingthenews,Loganimmediatelycontactedtherelevantpeopleincharge.

Hegotaverysimpleanswer,thepreviousday,someonehadfilmedthestoreownersrefusingtoserve

Emmaandhadusedthattofileareportagainstthem.

ThiscausednotonlyLogan,butthewholeBlackfamilytobecomefurious.

Justwhenwewerecelebratinghowwellthisplanhadworkedoutforus,we’vereceivednewsthatit

wasreported?

Ofcourse,theywouldneverhavethoughtthatLeviwastheonebehindallofthis.

AlltheycoulddowascomplainaboutwhatgoodluckLevihad,whichwassomethingthatseemedtobe

happeningratheroftenthesedays.

Inthemorning,LevitoldEmmathathewasgoingtotakehersomewhere.

Whileshewasdoubtful,shefollowedhimanyway.

Itturnedouttobethemarketthatshehadvisitedyesterday.



"Oh,you’rehere!I’llpickoutthefreshestvegetablesforyou!"

"Pleasecomehere,I’llsellyouthebestmeatandI’lleventhrowinsomefreebies!"

"You’refinallyhere!I’vepreparedthesemedicinalherbsforyou!"

…

Thestallownerswhohadturnedherawayyesterdayseemedtohavedoneacompleteone-eighty.

Notonlydidtheynowwanttoselltheirgoodstoher,buttheyalsowantedtogiveherfreebiesaswell.

LevibroughtEmmatomanyotherplaces.

Thestoreownerswerealloverjoyedtoseeherandwerewillingtoselltheirgoodstoher.

WhentheygottothepharmacythatEmmahadvisitedthepreviousday,theownerbenthishead

deeplyinapology.

Afterall,itwasamuchbiggerdealforapharmacytohaverefusedservice.Intheworst-casescenario,

thecustomermaysufferafatalityfromnotbeingabletoobtainthenecessarymedicine.

"Levi,this…"Emmawasshocked.

Yesterday,Iwasmetwithdisdainfromeveryoneandwasshutoutbytheentirecity.Andnow,Ifeellike

asthoughIamsomekindofcelebrity.



"See,Mom?Itoldyouthatyoucouldtrustme.Allthesearebuttrivialmatterstome."Levismiled.

Emmaspacedout.

No,it’sagoodthingthatmysonispowerful.

Shesuckedinadeepbreath.Overwhelmedbyhersuddenrealization,impulsivethoughtssuchas

bringinghimtotheGarrisonfamilypoppedupinherconsciousness.

Justyouwait.I’llshowyouthatmysonisn’taworthlesscommoner!hispowerisonequaltermswith

theGarrisonfamily!

However,sheknewthatthiswasalljustanoverinflateddesireofhers.

NomatterhowstrongLeviis,hewillneverbeabletotakedowntheGarrisonfamily.

It’sfoolishtothinkthatLevi’smeaslytwentyyears’worthoftrainingwouldbeenoughtorivalthesheer

poweroftheGarrisonfamily,whichhascountlessgenerationsofheritageunderitsbelt.

Atthismoment,totheirdisbelief,Zoeypulledup.

"AuntEmma,let’sgo.I’lltakeyousomewhere."Zoeysmiledmysteriously.

Levifeltrathersuspicious.Whatdoesshehaveinmind?
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Verysoon,theyreachedatop-tierneighborhood.

Bythistime,LevihadalreadyunderstoodZoey’sintentions.ShedefinitelyboughtahouseforMom.

Whentheygotoffthecar,aspredicted,Zoeyhadbroughtthemtowardaneatrowofmanors.

Theywereallelaboratelyrenovatedandwerereadytobemovedintoimmediately.

"Mom,Iboughtthishouseforyou.You’llliveherefromnowon!"Zoeybeamed."Also,I’vehireda

nannytotakecareofyou."

AssoonasEmmaheardthat,sheburstintotears.

Ihavesuchagooddaughter-in-law.Tothinkthatshewouldbuymeahouse;amanor,even!

"No,no.There’snoneedtoworryaboutme.I’malrightwithstayingwithLevi.Thisiswaytoo

expensive,"Emmarefused.

"HowcouldIallowthatwhenhecan'teventakecareofpeople?Besides,thishouseisclosetomyoffice,

soit’sconvenientforustovisityou."Zoeysmiled.

Shehadspenttwentymilliononthismanor.

Whilehernetworthwashigh,mostofitwasinvestedinhercompany.

Sheonlyhadacoupleofmillionsinhand,andbuyingthemanorhadcostherhalfofthat.



"Mom,Zoeymeanswell,sojustacceptit!"Levismiled."Andshe’sright,thelocationisgreat."

Hehadwantedtobuyhismotherabighousehimself,butZoeybeathimtoit.

"Levi,Momshouldn’thavetoheadback.Youshouldgoandbringherthingshere,"Zoeyinstructed.

Tryasshemight,EmmacouldnotturnZoeydown,soshehadnochoicebuttoacceptthemanor.

Verysoon,thenannyhadarrived.Shewasagold-standardnannyselectedverycarefullybyZoey.

Duringherfreetime,shewasevenabletoaccompanyEmmatogoshopping.

"Zoey,weoweyoutoomuch.Leviwillmakeituptoyou,"Emmaadmitted,touched.

Zoeylaughed,saying,"I’mjustaskingforhimtocauselesstroubleforme."

Lookingatthepeaceful,harmoniousscenebeforehim,Levifeltextremelyblessed.

HedecidedtobringMorris’parentsoverinacoupleofdays.

Whentheyheardthathismotherwasback,theywantedtoseeher.

Whentheoldfolksgatheredtogether,theycouldkeepeachothercompanyandkeepeachotherfrom

gettinglonely.

Besides,Levi’scircumstancesallowedforthisluxury.



Atnight,ZoeyreachedhomeandwasabouttoenterthehousewhenshewasstoppedbyMeredithand

theothermembersoftheBlackfamily.

"Grandpa,Grandma,what’sgoingon?AndDad,Mom,whatareyoualldoing?"Lookingatthegroupin

frontofher,Zoeywasconfused.

"Doyouevenknowwhatyou’vedone?"Meredithaskedcoldly.

"What?"Zoeyasked.

"Howcouldyousaythat?You’dboughtamanorforLeviandhismother!Howcouldyou?"

"Andyou’devenhiredanannyatsuchahighprice!DoyouwanttogowithLevi?"Meredithshouted.

"It’snotthatbigofadeal.She’sLevi’smother,soshe’smymother,too,"Zoeyrepliedstubbornly.

Allofasudden,Zoeywasslappedharshlyacrossherface.
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CaitlynwastheonewhohitZoey.

Shestaredatthelatterandyelledfuriously,"Yourmom?I’myouronlymom!"

Zoeywasflabbergastedtobeslappedsosuddenlyandstaredathermotherindisbelief.Thatwasthe

firsttimesomeonehadeverhithersinceshewasborn.



"Zoey,you’resuchadisappointment!"Herfather,Aaronsighed.

"WhywouldyoubesostupidastobuyahouseforLevi’smom?WhatonEarthwasgoingthroughyour

head?"

"AreyouintendingtoleavetheLopezfamilyandtheBlackfamily?YouwanttolivewithLeviandhis

familyfromnowonward?"

Everyonewastakingturnstoreprimandthewoman.

Zoeycoveredherfacewithherhands,feelingextremelyaggrieved.Shedidnotthinkshehaddone

anythingwrong.

"Letmetellyouthis.IfyouaregoingtotreatLevi’smotherasyourownmom,don’tcallmemom

anymore!"

"Goandbewiththemifyouwish!Wewillseveralltiesfromtodayonward!Mystanceisveryclear!"

Aftershefinishedspeaking,Caitlynwalkedoutandslammedthedoor,leavingZoeystandingthere,

lookingabsolutelystunned.

TheyoungeronesintheBlackfamilywerealltryingtopersuadeZoeytochangehermind.

"Zoey,wecan’tbetooeasygoingwhenitcomestomarriagematters.AsamemberoftheBlackfamily,

weshouldmarrysomeoneofcomparablestatus.Besides,it’syou,thehopeofboththeLopezandBlack

families."

Thatwasindeedthetruth.



Themainreasonforthefamilies’wrathwasthatZoeywastheirgreatesthope.Naturally,hermarriage

wouldbeaseriousaffairtothem.

Judgingbythecurrentsituation,Zoeyclearlyknewthatshehadonlytwowaysout.Herfirstoptionwas

tobecomesostrongthatshewouldnolongerbesubjecttothecontrolofbothfamilies.Shewillbeable

todowhatevershewanted.ThesecondwasforLevitocomeupwithabigsurpriseduringtheir

wedding,somethingbigandgrandenoughtoshutthemouthsofthefamiliesup.

Otherwise,boththeLopezandBlackfamilieswouldcontinuetoobjecttoherunionwithLevi.

However,Zoeyquicklydroppedthesecondidea;shewasn’tsureifshecouldcountonLevitodeliveron

hisword.

ItwaseasierforhertobecomestrongerthantodependonLevitodoanythingtostopherfamilies’

objections.

ItwasperfectthatMorrisGrouphadlaunchedamajortechnologyprojectrecently,andZoeydecidedto

speaktoIrisandrequesttobeinchargeoftheproject.

Aslongasthatparticularprojectproceededsmoothly,Zoey’scareerwouldbeelevatedtothenextlevel.

Hernetworthwouldsurelyskyrocket.

Bythen,shewouldbefreetodoanythingshewantedandnotbetrappedinthecurrentsituationwhere

shehadtobesubjecttoherfamilies’scrutiny.

Zoeywasthetypeofpersonwhoactedonherwords.

SheimmediatelycontactedIrisandaskedtobeinchargeofthatproject.



Tohersurprise,herfriendagreedtoherrequestreadily.

"Sure,it’syoursthen.You’llhavefreerein."

"Huh?Don’tyouneedtoconsideranything?Thisisaprojectthatisworthhundredsofbillions,Iris!"

Zoeywasbewilderedbytheotherwoman’scarefreeattitudetowardstheproject.

"Indeeditis,andyou’renowinchargeoftheproject,"Irisreplied.

Well,yourhusbandisthebossofMorrisGroup,soeverythingisalreadyyours.Whateverrequestyou

havewillcertainlybegranted.

"Butthisissuchanimportantproject.Shouldn’tyouhaveadiscussionwiththerestbeforecomingtoa

decisioninsteadofhandingittomestraightaway?"Zoeyaskedinshock.

"Trustme,noonewillobjecttothisdecision!Ifyoudon’tbelieveme,Icancallthemrightnowtoask!"

Iristhenpersonallyrangeachofthehigher-upsandaskedfortheiropinionsontheprojectbeing

handedovertoZoey.

"Ms.Lopezwouldliketohandlethatproject?I’mtotallyforit!"

"Oh,Ms.Lopezwishestodoso?Idon’thaveanycommentsthen!"

Iriscarriedoncallingtheboardmembers,andeachoneofthemagreedinstantlywhentheyheardthat



itwasZoeywhowantedtheproject.
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"Wow."Zoeylookedtotallyperplexed;thewholethingfeltlikeadreamtoher.

Weren’tthehigher-upsofMorrisGroupsupposedtobethecrèmedelacrème?Isthishowaproject

that’sworthhundredsofbillionssupposedtobehandled?Whydidtheyagreetoitoncetheyheardmy

name?What’sthemeaningofsuchreadiness?

EversincethosepeoplefoundoutthatLeviwastheboss,Zoeyhadimmediatelyrisentothetopoftheir

prioritylist.

Shewasnowtheirladybossafterall!

"Iris,Ididn’texpectyourinfluenceinthecompanytobesostrong!Theyonlyagreedtoitbecauseof

you,right?"

TheonlyreasonZoeycouldthinkofforthehigher-ups’willingnesswasthatshewasIris’friend.She

thoughtitwasonthataccountthattheytrustedherwiththeproject.

"WhywouldIhavesuchinfluence…"

Theyonlyagreedbecauseyou’reourladyboss.I’mmerelyyouremployee.

Meanwhile,Emmawasbusyboilingchickensoupattheirnewhouse.SheintendedtodeliverittoLevi

andZoeywhenlunchtimearrived.

Justthen,someonerangthedoorbell.



Thenannyopenedthedoorandasked,"Whoareyoulookingfor?"

"IsEmmaJonesin?"

Emmarushedoutofthekitchenimmediately.ThepeoplestandingatthedoorwereZoey’sparents,

grandma,andafewoftheirotherrelatives.

"Oh,hello!It’ssonicetoseeallofyou.Comeonin!"thewomanwelcomedthemallinafriendly

manner.

"Ha!Seemslikeyouarealreadyseeingyourselfastheownerofthisplace,aren’tyou?"Caitlynyelled

suddenly.

"Huh…"Emmawasshockedatthatsuddenoutburst.

"Thehousewasboughtbymydaughter.Whogaveyoutherighttostayhere?"Zoey’smotherglaredat

Emma.

"Zoeyboughtthisplacefor…forme…"thelattermumbled.

"Whodoyouthinkyouare?Whywouldshebuyitforyou?"

"I…"Emmawasstumped.

Itdidn’tseemrighttosaythatZoeywasherdaughter-in-law.Afterall,hersonandZoeywerestill

officiallydivorced.Nomatterhowshelookedatthesituation,itindeedseemedasifsheandZoeywere

completelyunrelated.



ItdidseemthatZoeyhadnoreasontobuyherahouse.

"See!Shecan’tevencomeupwithaproperexplanation!That’sbecauseZoeyisnotrelatedtoherinany

way!Isuspectshecheatedmydaughterintobuyingherthishouse!"Caitlynsneered.

Meredithagreedwithherrightaway,saying,"Yup!OurZoeyiskindandinnocent.Shedefinitelyfellinto

yourtrap!"

"Thishouseisworthtensofmillions.WhywouldZoeybuysuchanexpensivehouseforastranger?

Anyonewithjustabitofcommonsensewouldknowwhathappened.Surely,Zoeywasduped!"

"Therearetoomanywickedpeoplearoundthesedays!"

Aftereveryonesharedtheirviewsonthematter,theiraccusatorygazeslandingonEmma.

Aaronthenberated,"Comecleanthisinstance!HowdidyoumanagetoswindleZoey?Ifwefind

evidenceofyoudoingso,we’llensurethatyouservejailtime!"

"Yup!Ifyoudon’ttelluswhathappened,we’llgetsomeonetoinvestigatethematterandsendyou

straighttojail!"

EveryonebeganhurlingthreatsatpoorEmma.
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Thewomantriedtoexplainherselfanxiously,"Ididnotcheather!Ireallydidn’t!Youguyshave

misunderstoodtheentiresituation.Ifyoudon’tbelieveme,youcancheckwithZoeydirectly!"



"Ha!Youthinkitwouldbehelpfultoaskhersinceshehasalreadyfallenforyourtrick?Iseethatyou’re

indeedacunningwoman!"MeredithshotalookofcontemptatEmma.

"Hey,excuseme?Whoareyouguys?Youarecausingadisturbancetous!Canyoupleaseleave?"The

nanny,Nancy,wasunabletotoleratetheirbehavioranylonger.

"Whothehellareyou?Youhavenorighttospeak!"MeredithglaredatNancyandchidedher.

"Besides,doyouevenknowwhoboughtthishouse?Mydaughterdid!I’mherdad,andsheisher

mom!"AfterAaronstatedhisrelationshiptoZoey,Nancydidnotdarespeakhermindanyfurther.

"EmmaJones,youhavetogiveusanexplanationtoday.Howdidyoutrickmydaughterintobuyingthis

houseforyou?Wearegoingtomakeyourlifereallydifficultifyourefusetosayanything!"Caitlyn

proclaimedcoldly.

ThewomanandherentouragehadalreadysettheirmindsonteachingLeviandhismotheragood

lesson.

"Ididnosuchthing!Zoeyreallyboughtitformeonherownaccord.Ididn’tcheatherintodoing

anything.Pleasebelieveme…"

Emmawasinsuchadeepstateofpanicthatshealmostburstintotears.

"I’mherbiologicalmother,yetshedidnotevenbuyanordinaryhouseforme,nottomentionavillalike

this.You’rejustanoutsider.Doyouthinkit’snormalforhertobuyyousuchanicevillatostayin?"

Emmawasatalossforwords;shedidnotknowhowtoreplytoCaitlyn’saccusation.Infact,sheherself

wasnotabletoexplainwhyZoeyhaddonesuchathingforher.



"Well,saysomething!Explainittous!"

CaitlynandtherestglaredatEmma,sizingherup.

Thelattercouldonlypurseherlipsandsay,"There’snothingIcantellyou!Ican’tthinkofareasonwhy

Zoeywouldbuymethisvilla,butthetruthisthatIhadneverconnedherintobuyingit!"

"Haha!Soyoudoknowthatit’sridiculousforZoeytobuyahouseforyou?Thenwhyareyouso

shamelesslystayinghere?"

"Emma,don’tyoufeelguiltystayinghere?Orareyouenjoyingitverymuch?"

"I’venevermetsomeoneasthick-skinnedasyou.Notonlyareyoustayinginsomeoneelse’shouse,but

you’realsoevenboilingchickensoup?Doyoureallythinkyou’resomerichmadam?"

MembersoftheBlackfamilystartedthrowingallsortsofinsultsatEmma.

"Why?Whyareyoulookingatmewithsuchamurderousexpression?Doyouwanttohitme?Since

you’restayinginmydaughter’shouse,youshouldbebowingandthankingmeinstead.Buthereyouare

withtheactualnervetoglareatme?"Caitlynyelled.

"EmmaJones,doyoureallythinkyoucancontinuestayinghere?It’smydaughter’shouse,sowehave

everyrighttochaseyououtofhere!"

"Packupallyourrubbishandscramimmediately!You’renotwelcomedhere!It’sourhouse.Youhave

norighttostayhere!"

MeredithandtherestchasedEmmaaway.



ThenannycouldnolongerstandthewayEmmawasbeingtreatedandsteppedforwardtoquestion,

"DoesMs.Lopezknowaboutthis?"

"Weareherparents.Doweevenneedtoinformherofsuchatrivialmatter?Anyway,youwillhaveto

leavetogetherwiththisshamelessb*tchaswell!"Caitlynroared;shecouldnotwaittochasethosetwo

womenaway.
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Emmasmiledwhensheheardthat.Sheknewthatthingswerenotassimpleastheyseemed.However,

shedidnotexpecttroubletostartrightfromthefirstdaytheymovedin.

Zoeywasagoodwoman,andherfamilywasnotatfault.

EmmaonlyblamedherselfforbeingaburdentoLevi.Herpresenceinhislifedidnotbenefithimatall–

itonlybroughthimtroubleandridicule.

"Whyareyoustillstandingherelikeanidiot?Youshouldbepackingyourthingsrightnow!"

MeredithwasitchingtothrowEmmaandNancyoutofthehousethatveryinstant.

Afteralongmoment,thetwowomenbegantopacktheirbelongings.

"Scramimmediately!"

Inthemidstoftheyellingfromthecrowd,Emmaheadedtothekitchenandpackedthechickensoup

shehadboiledintotwoseparatecontainers.



"I’vebeenboilingthischickensoupforalongtime.IwanttobringittoZoeyasawayofexpressingmy

gratitudetowardsher,"Emmasaid.

However,Logansuddenlysteppedforwardandsnatchedthecontainersfromher.

Themanthenproceededtopourthesoupintothedrain.

"You’restillthinkingofharassingZoey?Ibetyourrealintentionistopleadwithher.Letmetellyouthat

that’llbeimpossible!"Logansaidharshly.

Jennieconcurred."He’sright.Besides,doyouthinkZoeywouldactuallydrinkthesoupthat’sbeen

boiledbyyou?Anythingmadebyyouwillsurelybedisgusting,seeingastohowyou’resodirty.I’msure

she’llspititoutaftertryingonescoopofit!"

"Hurryupandleave!Zoeywouldnotdrinksomethingsofilthy!"CaitlyngaveEmmaanangrystare.

Intheend,EmmaandNancyweretossedoutofthehouse.

Loganslammedthedoorshutoncethebothofthemwereoutside.

"Ha!We’vefinallymanagedtochasethatannoyingwomanaway.Itfeelssogood!"Aaronlaughed.

Meredithfrownedandrepliedunhappily,"Notentirely;herscentisstilllingeringinthehouse.Quickly,

openthewindowstoallowtherevoltingsmellstodissipate!"

"Imustsay,Zoeysurehasgoodtastesinhouses!"



BothLoganandJenniewereverysatisfiedwithZoey’shousingchoice.

"Howaboutthis,Grandmashallmakethedecisiontoletthebothofyouhavethisvilla!AsforAaron

andCaitlyn,youtwowouldbeabletostayanywhereyouwanttonexttimeattherateZoey’snetworth

issoaring."

MeredithgiftedthevillatoLoganandhiswiferightaway.

"Sure,wedon’tmindthatarrangement.Aslongasit’snotLevi’smomstayinghere!"

AaronandCaitlyn’stargetwassolelyEmma.Theydidnotactuallycareaboutowningthevillaatall.

"Thankyou,Grandpa,Grandma,AuntCaitlyn,andUncleAaron."

Loganwasdelightedtoreceivesuchaluxuriousvillaasagiftoutoftheblue.

Meanwhile,EmmaandNancyhadalreadyreachedtheentranceoftheestate.TheybumpedintoLevi

there.

"Mom,AuntNancy,what’sgoingon?"Leviasked.

"Mr.Garrison,youprobablyaren’tawareofthis,butZoey’sparentshavechasedusout!"

Emmahadnotintendedtotellhersonaboutit,butNancyhadspilledthebeansuponseeingtheman.

"What?Come,let’sheadbacktogether!Thisisoutrageous!"



Levidraggedthetwowomenbacktothevillawithhim.
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EventhoughEmmawasextremelyreluctanttoreturntotheplace,shecouldnotwinagainstLevi.

Leviwas,infact,overwhelmedwithguiltasitwasalreadythesecondtimehismomhadtoenduresuch

sufferingeversinceshemovedinwithhim.

Themanhadplannedtochangetheentireteamofsecurityguardstohissubordinatessothatnoone

wouldbeabletogetnearhismotheragain,nottomentionhurtingher.

MembersoftheBlackfamilyhadpuzzledexpressionsontheirfaceswhentheyheardthedoorbellring.

"Logan,goopenthegateandseewho’soutside."

OnceLoganopenedthedoor,afuriousbellowwasheard."Whogaveyoualltheaudacitytochasemy

momout?"

MostoftheBlacksjumpedinshockwhentheyheardthatvoice.

"It’sLevi!"

Thenextmoment,theysawLeviwalkinginwithEmma.

"Wechasedyourmomaway.What’swrongwiththat?"Loganrepliedhaughtily.

"Thisismymom’shouse.Whogaveyoutherighttochaseherout?"Levisaidcoldly.



"Thisisyourmother’shouse?Myfoot!ThishousewasboughtbyZoey.Whathasitgottodowithyour

mom?"Jennieshoutedangrily.

Logansmiledandadded,"Well,thisvillabelongstomenow.GrandpaandGrandmahavealreadygifted

ittome."

RobertandMeredithnoddedandsaid,"Yup,thisvillaisnowLogan’s.Yourmomhasgotnothingtodo

withit."

"Ha!Andwhodoyouthinkyouare?WhogaveyoutherighttogiveZoey’shousetosomeoneelse?"

Leviasked.

Meredithletoutacurtlaughandreplied,"Levi,doyouhearhowunreasonableyou’rebeingnow?You

andZoeyhavealreadydivorced.Herassetsarenotlinkedtoyouinanyway.However,weareherfamily,

andthatgivesustherighttohandleherassets."

"Ifthat’sthecase,I’llinformZoeyaboutitimmediately!"

WhenLevitookouthisphonetoringZoey,Meredithandtheothers’expressionschangedinstantly.

ItwouldcomplicatemattersifZoeyknewaboutthesituation.

AfterLevitoldthewomanwhathadhappened,Zoeyarrivedatthevillashortlyafter.

"Dad,Mom,whatdidyouguysdo?IboughtthishouseforAuntEmma.Whydidyouchaseheraway?"

Zoeywasenraged.



"Thatwon’tdo!Whywouldyoubuyavillaforherwhenyoutwoareunrelated?You’llbethebuttofthe

jokeifwordgetsaround.Ifthathappens,you’llbringshametothefamily!"Herfather’sstancewasfirm.

Zoeyletoutahelplesssmileandreplied,"Finethen,whatdoyouguyswantinorderforAuntEmmato

continuestayinghere?"

MeredithshotaglanceatLevibeforeanswering,"Sinceyouasked,I’llletyouknowwhatIthink.That

womancanstayinthisvillaonlyifLevipaysyoubackforthehouse!"

"Grandma,aren’tyouintentionallymakingthingsdifficultbysayingthat?"

Zoeygrewanxious.

Thevillawaspricedatmorethantwentymillion!WherewasLevigoingtofindthemoneytopayher?

"IfLevican’taffordthat,hismomwillnothavetherighttostayhere!"

"That’sright,apaupershouldn’tbestayinginavilla,"everyoneelseagreedcoldly.

"Sure,I’llpay!It’sjustameretwentymillionanyway."
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Everyonewasstunnedwhentheyheardthat;theystaredatLeviblankly.Didhejustsaythatamountisa

meretwentymillion?

"Verywell!Itsoundsliketwentymillionispeanutstoyou.Iwantyoutoshowusthatmoneyrightnow!"



MeredithwasinfuriatedbyLevi’sattitude.

"Noproblem!I’lltransferthemoneytoZoeyrightaway!"

LevithentransferredtwentymilliontoZoeyunderthewatchfulgazesofthepeoplepresent.

"What?Hereallyjustdidthat!Howdoeshehavesomuchmoney?"

Oncethetransferwascompletedsuccessfully,everyonelookedatLeviindisbelief.Itseemedentirely

unrealtothemforaruffianlikeLevitohavesomuchmoney.Ifhecouldeasilypaytwentymillion,it

meantthatwhathehadwaswaymorethanthatamount.

However,Zoeydidnotfinditsurprising.

Afterall,LeviwasoneoftheJoneses,anditwasnotentirelyimpossiblethathehadsuchlargeamounts

ofmoney.Eventhoughthemanhadnotearnedthemoneyhimself,ithadhelpedthemsolvethe

problemathand.

"Fine,LeviGarrison.You’rereallysomething!ButZoey,youarenotallowedtotransferthemoneyback

tohim!"

Intheend,Meredithandtheresthadnochoicebuttoleavethevilla,feelingtotallydefeated.

LoganandJenniewerethemostupsetamongthegroupastheyhadlostthevillatheyhaddeemedas

theirs.

Afterthewholeordeal,Emmacouldcontinuestayingtherewithoutanyworry.



Besides,theentiresecurityteamhadalreadybeenchangedtoLevi’smen.Assuch,hisfamilywouldbe

safefromthenonward.

NoonewouldbeabletogetnearEmma,nottomentionbullyherinanyway.

Levi’smotherunpackedherbelongingsandplacedthembackintoherroomagain.Shespecially

positionedherfamilyphotobesideherbed.

Levipickedupthephotoframeandsaid,"Mom,justthrowthisaway."

"No!"Shesnatcheditbackimmediatelyandhuggeditclosetoher.

"Thisismyonlymemento.Ihavetokeepit."

Themanpursedhislipsandreplied,"Mom,doyoustillmissthatman?"

Emmadidnotanswerherson’squestiondirectly,buttheanswerwasclearfromthelookinhereyes.

Hisdadwasdefinitelystillinherheart;shedidnotregretanyofherpastchoices.

"Youmisshimsomuch,buthedoesnotthinkaboutyouatall.Aftersettlingmatterswithyou,hewent

backtoOaklandCityandmarriedanotherwomanimmediately.Theyevenhaveachildwho’sonlytwo

yearsyoungerthanme."Levifinallytoldhismomthetruth.

Whenhismotherheardthat,shewasshockedtohercore.

Emma’seyeswerefilledwithdisbeliefasshesaid,"What?Hemarriedsomeoneelse?Andtheyeven



haveachildtogether?"

Shewasabsolutelyastounded.

Sheretreatedafewstepssubconsciouslyandalmoststaggeredtothefloor.

"HetoldmethatI’llbetheonlywomanhelovesinhisentirelife.Itwashisfamilywhoinsistedon

lockingmeup.Hewasnotpowerfulenoughtogoagainstthem.Hevowedthathewouldnotmarry

anyoneelse;hehadvowedandthathisbridewouldonlybeme!Becauseofthatvow,Ihavebeen

waitingforhimalltheseyears.Ihavealwaysdreamedthathewouldcomeformeonedayandmarry

meofficially."

Emmasobbeduncontrollablyasshespoke.

"Turnsoutthatitwasjustmywishfulthinking.He’sbeenlyingtomeallthiswhile!Howcouldhemarry

someoneelserightafterIleft!"

Shewascryinghystericallyandwasfeelingutterlymiserable.

WhenLeviheardwhathismomsaid,heclenchedhisfiststightly,ragepulsingthroughhisveins.

Hecouldn’tbelievethatitwashowamanfromErudia’snumberoneancientfamilybehaved.Thatsort

ofconductfeltmorelikeitwasfromahooliganwhowasfulloflies.

Nobleblood?Whatajoke!It’sthegreatestjokeofthecentury!

Becauseofhisselfishpromise,Levi’smomhadwaitedforhiminvainformorethantwentyyears.



Andthatman?Hegotmarriedtosomeoneelselongago.

Themanshouldnothavemadeapromiseifhedidnotintendtokeepit.Thisbastarddeservestodiea

thousandtimes!

AmurderousglintshoneinLevi’seyes.

"Don’tworry;yourgooddaysarecomingtoanendsoon!AfterZoeyandIgetmarried,itwillbe

doomsdayfortheGarrisonfamily."
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ZoeypursedherlipsasshelistenedtoLevirant.Herbloodwasboilingaswell,andshewishedshecould

punchthatbastardrightatthatinstant.Shewantedtointerrogatethatheartlessmanandaskhimwhy

hehaddonesuchacruelthingtoEmma.

Butwhowashe?

HewastheheirofthemostpowerfulfamilyinErudia,andhispresencewasakintoamythicaldragon

roaminginthesky.

Nottomentioninterrogatinghim,itwouldn’tevenbepossibletomeethimfacetoface.

SowhatifLeviwasthemostprominentcharacterlocally?HewasstillnomatchforErudia’sfirstancient

family!

Besides,Leviwasanobody.

BeingamemberoftheJonesfamilywashismostprestigiousidentity,butevenaservantoftheGarrison



familycouldeasilycrushtheJoneses.

ItwasjustnotpossibleforhimtochallengetheGarrisonfamilyandseekjusticeforhismother!

Revengedidnotseemtobewithintheirreachinthislifetime.

Theyshouldsimplystrivetohaveapeacefullifeandbecontentedwithventingtoeachotherwhenever

theyneededto.

"Mom,what’shisname?"Leviasked.

"TyroneGarrison!"Emmarecitedthatman’snamethroughgrittedteeth.

"Alright.I’llrememberit!Thatnameshallbedisgracedverysoon!"Levisaidcoldly.

…

Meanwhile,earlyinthemorninginHaven,thebodyofCaleb,aservantoftheGarrisons,waslaidatthe

entranceoftheimperialGarrisonfamily.

ItturnedoutthatOsbornhadbroughthimthere.

OsbornmetJonah,theheadoftheimperialGarrisonfamilyfromHaven,andtoldhimwhathappened.

"Mr.Garrison,Idon’thaveanyconnectionstotheGarrisonfamilyinOaklandCity,soIcouldonlysend

himhere,"Osbornexplained.



Jonahwasindeepthoughtforawhilebeforesaying,"Thatbastardhasgrowntobesoformidablethat

hewasevenabletokillCaleb?CalebwasanelitewhowassentbyOaklandCity’sGarrisonfamilyto

guardtheSouth.Thefactthathewastheonlypersonwhowassentthereistellingofhisabilities."

"Exactly!Whowouldhaveimaginedabastardtobesopowerful!"Osbornwasunabletowraphishead

aroundthewholesituationaswell.

Afterall,thereputationofPeaceHotelwasnowruined.

"ForthehonoroftheGarrisonfamily,thatmother-and-sonpairmustdie!Ifwordgetsoutthattheyare

stillalive,itwillonlybringshametoourfamily!OaklandCity’sGarrisonfamilydoesnotneedtoknow

aboutthismatter.Abastardlikehimisnotworthyoftheirattention.Leaveittometosettleit."

Jonahspunhistwolegendarypearlsinhispalmsandshoutedtowardsthegate,"Gatherourmen

immediately.We’resettingofftoSouthCitytokillEmmaJonesandherbastardson!"

"What?Sir,you’reheadingtherepersonally?"Osbornwassurprised.

HehadinitiallythoughtJonahwouldsendanexpertassassintogetridofLeviandEmma.

Hehadnotexpectedtheheadoftheimperialfamilytoattendtothematterpersonally.

"Mr.Garrison,isLeviGarrisonthatbigofathreattoyou?"heasked,unabletocontainhisshock.

Jonahchuckledandreplied,"Ofcoursenot,he’sjustasmallfry!WhywouldIfeelthreatenedbyhim?

Heisdefinitelynotimportantenoughformetodealwithhimpersonally."

Osbornwasasmartman;heimmediatelyunderstoodwhatJonahmeant."CoulditbethatMr.Garrison

hasothermatterstoattendtoatSouthCity?"



"Yes,that’sright.I’veheardawhilebackthattheGodofWarhasreturnedtoSouthCitywiththeFive

GreatWarsRegiment.Ihadplannedtogothereearlieronandwasalreadymakingpreparations.Thisis

theperfectopportunityformetomakethetrip,"Jonahshared.

"DoesMr.GarrisonhaveahistorywiththeGodofWar?"Osbornasked.

"Yes,indeed.Kirin,theKingofWar,isundertheGodofWar.HeisthebenefactorofourGarrisonfamily

inHaven.Threeyearsago,ifitweren’tforhim,ourentirefamilywouldhaveperishedoverseas,"Jonah

sighedasherecalledwhathadpreviouslyhappened.

Thatyear,JonahhadledseveralotherkeymembersofHaven’sGarrisonfamilytotakepartinan

overseascollaboration.

However,theywereambushedthereandwerealmostwipedout.

Kirinwastheonewhohadsavedthem.

Assuch,theGarrisonfamilyfromHavenbegantreatingKirinasthefamily’sbenefactorfromthenon.
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Osbornsmiledinrealization."Oh,Isee!YoucanalsotakethischancetomeettheGodofWar!Other

peoplemightnotbegrantedanaudiencewiththegeneral,buthewilldefinitelywanttomeetyou."

"Yes,that’swhatIintendtodo.IhavealwayswantedtomeettheGodofWarinperson!I’veheardthat

he’salsoaGarrison.DoyouthinkhecouldbeoneoftheGarrisonsfromOaklandCity?"

Jonahhadthatsuspicionwhenheheard‘Garrison’wastheGodofWar’slastname.



Themanhadeventriedtosearchthefilesformoreinformation.

However,theGodofWar’sfileswereclassifiedSSSSSS–aconfidentialitylevelevenhigherthanthatof

OaklandCity’sGarrisonfamily.Hence,Jonahwasnotabletofindoutanything.

Osbornimmediatelyreplied,"Yup,Ithinkthat’shighlylikely!AGodofWarwhoisaGarrison,otherthan

theGarrisonfamily,thenumberoneancientfamily,nootherfamilywouldbeabletohavesucha

formidabledescendant!"

"Yeah,itcan’tbewrong!TheGarrisonfamilyhasproducedcountlesstalents.Foratwenty-something-

year-oldmantobeaFive-StarGodofWar,hemustbefromtheGarrisonfamily."

Jonahwasveryconfidentinhisguess.

"Ohyeah,itseemslikethatbastardisquitepowerfulnow.Bringmoremenalong.Getsomefighters

fromtheTangSectaswell,"Jonahordered.

ThecornersofOsborn’slipscurledupwhenheheardthatthemartialartsexpertsfromtheTangSect

wouldalsobegoing.

TangSectwasalegend.

Itwasalsooneoftheancientfamiliesandwasknownforitsusageofsecretweaponsandothermartial

artstechniques.

TangSectwasstillinexistenceduringmoderntimes,thoughtheylivedinseclusion,awayfromthe

crowd.Assuch,ordinarypeoplewouldn’thaveheardoftheirexistence.



ThereweremanyothermartialartsexpertsintheSectwhowereemployedbythepowerfulfamiliesin

Haven.

Outofallthenumerousfamilies,theGarrisonfamilywasservedbythemostnumberofexpertsfrom

TangSect.

WordwasthatthoseexpertsfromTangSectwereallhighlyskilledandruthlessassassins.

Assuch,Osbornwasrelieved,knowingthatnomatterhowformidableLeviwas,hewouldn’tstanda

chanceagainstthosefightersfromTangSect.

TheGarrisonfamilywasreadytoleavebythenextdayandsoonsetoffforSouthCity.

KnowingthattheGarrisonfamilyfromHavenhadarrivedatSouthCity,allofthecity’spowerfuland

noblefamiliesgotreadytowelcomethem.Eventheupperechelonsfromneighboringcitieshadalso

joinedin,includingtheroyalfamiliesfromSouthHampton,whichwereundertheleadershipoftheGoel

family.

EachfamilyhadsentoutawelcomepartytoreceivetheGarrisons,andthestreetswerelinedwith

colorfulwelcomebanners.

Thatwasthekindofreceptionthatonlyanimperialfamilywouldgettoenjoy.

OncenewsgotoutthattheGarrisonfamilywasvisiting,hundredsofpowerfulfamiliesgatheredto

welcomethem.

EventhoughtheGarrisonfamilyfromHavenwasanimperialfamily,itwasmerelyadivisionofthe

GarrisonclaninOaklandCity.



IfOaklandCity’sGarrisonfamilyarrivedatSouthCity,thewelcomepartywoulddefinitelyconsistoftens

ofthousandsofotherclans.

Suchawelcomeceremonywouldonlybefitfortheheadofallthepowerfulandnoblefamilies–

Erudia’snumberoneancientfamily,theGarrisonfamily.

Rightthen,theaislesofthestreetwerealreadycrowdedwithpeoplewhowerekneelingontheground,

worshipingtheGarrisons.

Itwastheirwayofwelcomingtheminordertoshowrespectfortheimperialfamily.

Jonahsatinhiscar,verysatisfiedwithwhathesawoutsidethewindow.

"Hmm,thisisquiteaceremony.Look,theGarrisonfamilyisGod-liketothepeople!Wheneveranyone

hearsourfamilyname,theydroptotheirkneesandworshipus."

Thenextmoment,hechangedthetopicandsaid,"TheprestigiousnameoftheGarrisonfamilyholds

weightglobally.IfthepublicfindsoutthattheheiroftheGarrisonclanfromOaklandCityhasabastard

childandanex-loverhere,ourreputationwouldberuined!Itwouldbesoshamefulforus!Therefore,it

isofutmostimportancethatthesetwopeopledisappearfromthefaceoftheEarth!Theyremaina

threattotheGarrisonsaslongastheyarealive."

Hiseyesshonewithkillingintentashespoke.

"Dad,whereshouldwegonow?ShouldwekillLeviandhismomfirst?Orshouldweheadofftolookfor

theKingofWar,Kirin,first?"Jonah’seldestson,Seamus,asked.

"Ofcoursewe’llpayavisittoKirinfirst.HowcanthatbastardbecomparedtotheKingofWar?"Jonah

snorted.
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Tremblinginfear,Seamussaid,"Dad,you’reright!Myprioritiesareallmessedup.Wecanalwaysfinish

offLevianytimewelike!"

Hisfatherrepliedagitatedly,"I’mgladyoufinallyrealizeyourmistake,boy.Don’tbeintimidatedbyLevi

justbecausehekilledCaleb.Calebwasatmostjustaservantofourfamily!Youguysarereallya

disgracetotheGarrisonfamilytobescaredofLevi!"

TheyoungstersoftheGarrisonfamilyfromHavenallkepttheireyesdowncastguiltilylikeabunchof

kidswhohadjustbrokensomethingvaluableinthehouse.

TheyfeltembarrassedtobeintimidatedbyLevi,whowasjustanillegitimatechildoftheirfamily.

"Levidoesn’tdeservetobetreatedsoseriouslybyus!He’sclearlynotthatimportant!"Fenton,Jonah’s

favoritegrandson,emphasizedinacoldvoice.

Jonahwaspleasedtohearthosewords."YouguysshouldlearnfromFenton.That’showamanfromour

familyissupposedtobehave!IftheGarrisonclanfromOaklandCityknowhowintimidatedyoulotare

byLevi,Idon’tthinkIwillbeabletoputupwiththeembarrassment!"

"Master,we’vefoundoutwhereKirinresides.Wecanvisithimrightaway,"thebutlerinformedJonah.

"Great!Ican’twaittomeethim!"Jonahguffawed.

Soon,JonahandhisfamilyarrivedattheWarzonecompound.

AzureDragonandtherestwerestillstayingthere,althoughLevihadmovedout.



ThecommotionoftheGarrisons’arrivalsooncaughttheirattention.

AssumingthattheGarrisonsweretheretolookfortheirtrouble,AzureDragonandtheothersstrutted

outofthebuilding,allthewhileexudingamurderousaura.

"Whatareyoulotdoinghere?Areyouheretopickupafightwithus?"WhiteTiger,wholookedready

forcombat,confrontedthem.

WhiteTigerwasexcitedtofindquiteanumberofskilledfightersinthemiddleofJonah’sentourage.

AllthefighterswereexpertsintheirfieldswhowereevidentlystrongerthanCaleb.Themanhadvisited

thecompoundlasttimeandwaseasilykilledbyWhiteTigerandhisentourage.

"It’sbeensuchalongtimesinceIcameacrosssomanyadmirableskilledfighters!"WhiteTiger

remarkedwithachuckle.

"Kirin,you’rethebenefactorofourfamily!It’sanhonortofinallymeetyou,"Jonahboomed.

Withthehelpofhissonsandgrandsons,JonahwalkeduptoKirinandgotdownonhisknees.

Meanwhile,therestofhisfamilykneltonthegroundaroundhiminfrontofKirin.

"We,theGarrisonfamilyfromHaven,areheretopayrespecttoourbenefactor–Kirin!"

TheGarrisonfamilyfromHaven’seyeswerebrimmingwithgratitudeastheyspoke.



WithoutKirin’shelpbackthen,theentireGarrisonfamilyinHavenwouldnothaveexisted.

Inthemeantime,Osbornwasflabbergastedbysuchasight.

HewasshockedtoseeafamilyaspowerfulastheGarrisonfamilykneelingdownhumblyinfrontofthe

FiveGreatWarsRegiment.

IftheGarrisonswereactingthatwayinfrontoftheFiveGreatWarsRegiment,Osborndreadedto

imaginehowmuchmorepowerfulandauthoritativetheGodofWarmustbe.

"Mr.JonahGarrison!It’sbeenthreeyearssincewelastmeteachother."Kirinimmediatelyapproached

themanandhelpedhimtohisfeet.

AlltheGarrisonswereelatedtoseethatKirinstillrememberedthem.

"Kirin,IrushedhereassoonasIheardyougracingtheSouthCitywithyourpresence.Iwonderwho

thesegentlemenare?"JonahglancedattheothermembersoftheFiveGreatWarsRegiment,curious.

"Letmeintroducethemtoyou!ThisisAzureDragon,WhiteTiger,andPhoenix…"

KirinintroducedhispeerstotheGarrisonfamily.

Withhisbackhunched,JonahshookhandswiththerestoftheFiveGreatWarsRegimeninan

ingratiatingmanner.

MenfromtheFiveGreatWarsRegimentwho’vebeentheright-handmenoftheGodofWarforages!



Theyarefamousforbeingruthlessandmercilessonthebattlefield.

Ican’tbelieveI’mmeetingthemallinonegonow!

Thisishuge!

AlthoughJonahwastheheadofanimperialfamily,hestillneededhelpfromgroupsliketheFiveGreat

WarsRegimentobolsterhisforce.

NotonlyJonahneededtheiraid–eventheGarrisonclanbasedinOaklandCitywouldhavetotakethe

FiveGreatWarsRegimentseriouslytoo.

IfthegroupdecidedtopaytheGarrisonclanasurprisevisit,thefamilywouldhavenochoicebutto

invitethemincordially.

"WouldIhavethehonortomeettheGodofWartoo?"Jonahasked,anticipationwrittenalloverhis

face.

EveryoneintheGarrisonfamilywasdesperateforachancetomeettheGodofWar.
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Kirinansweredhisquestionwithapleasantsmile,"OfcourseyoucanmeettheGodofWar.Infact,he’s

aprettyfriendlyandapproachableguy."

"Isthatso?"Jonah,aswellashisfamilymembers,lookedthrilleduponhearingwhatthemansaid.

MeetingtheGodofWarinpersonwasprobablythegreatestwishofeveryonefromtheprominent

families.



AnideastruckKirin,promptinghimtoaskJonah,"Mr.Garrison,Ibetthere’ssomethingelsethat

inspiredyoutocomeallthewayhere.Caretoenlightenme?"

Thelatterrepliedwithabreezysmile,"Meetingyouis,ofcourse,mytoppriority.However,you’reright

–I’mheretorunsomeunimportanterrands."

"Unimportanterrands?Whatsortoferrandswouldthatbe?"Kirinaskedcuriously.

Soundingsomewhatstiff,Jonahanswered,"I’mgoingtodealwithatraitorofourfamily.Infact,it’stoo

trivialamattertobeworthdiscussingwithallofyouhere."

"Oh,it’sadomesticaffair.Inthatcase,we’llleaveyoutoitthen."

KirinandtherestoftheFiveGreatWarsRegimentcouldn’tbebotheredwiththeGarrisonfamily’s

troubles.

Then,KirininvitedJonahandhisfamilyinsidetheWarzonecompound.

Hisfriendlygesturetookthemallbysurprise.

Afterall,fewpeopleintheworldhadthehonortobewelcomedintotheWarzonecompoundbythe

FiveGreatWarsRegimentthemselves.

Inthemeantime,Levimovedtostaywithhismotherathisnewplaceforthetimebeing.

EmmahadbeenenjoyingquiteapeacefulstayinSouthCitysofar.However,somethinghadbeen

naggingatthebackofhermind–shehadafeelingsomeonewouldcomeafterthemsoonafterCaleb



hadfailedtokillLeviandher.

Thatwasadangertheycouldavoidonlyviadeath.

"Ms.Jones,IwastoldthattheGarrisonfamilyfromHavenhavecometothiscity.Thestreetsoutside

arecrowdedwithbusinessmenandtycoonswhoareeagertowelcometheirarrival.IsMr.Garrison

relatedtothem?Hedoessharetheirsurname."Nancy,whohadjustcomebackfromthemarket,

prattledon.

"Saywhat?TheGarrisonfamilyishere?"Emma’sheartgavealurchafterlisteningtowhatthenanny

said.

Atlast,thesituationshehadworriedaboutthemosthadcome.

AlthoughLevihadfoughthiswaytobecomethemostpowerfulandinfluentialfigureinSouthCity,he

wasstillanobodyinthepresenceoftheGarrisonfamilyfromHaven,nottomentiontheGarrisonclan

basedinOaklandCity,whichwasthemostpowerfulofallimperialfamilies.

Yet,thewoman’sfacestillshonewithdetermination.

Nomatterwhathappened,shewoulddoallshecouldtoprotectLeviandkeephimoutofharm’sway.

JonahandhisfamilylefttheWarzonecompoundlaterthatnight.

"Mr.Garrison,I’msureyouwillgettomeettheGodofWartomorrow,"Kirinpromised.

"That’sgreat!I’vepreparedsomegiftsforhimandhismother.Ihopetheywilllikethem!"



AssoonasJonahlearnedthattheGodofWar’smotherwasheretoo,hehadimmediatelydispatched

someofhismentomakeatripbacktoHaventopickagiftforher.

Thegiftswouldreachthembytheendofthatday.

"Mr.Garrison,that’sverykindofyou,"Kirincommentedwithasmile.

Soon,theGarrisonfamilyheadedbacktothevillatheyweregoingtostayinduringtheirtimeinSouth

City.

"HasanyonefoundoutwhereLeviandhismotherlive?"Jonahaskedtherestofhisfamily.

"Yes,wehave.They’restayingsomewherenottoofarawayfromhere,andeverythingisunderour

controlatthemoment,"answeredSeamus.

"Well,there’snorushtodealwiththemnow.AfterwemeettheGodofWartomorrow,wecanfinish

themoffthenightbeforewereturntoHaven."

Puttingonasternexpression,Jonahglaredathissonsandgrowled,"What’swrong?Areyouguysstill

scaredofLevi,theuselessbastard?"

ItwasobviousthatJonahdidnottakeLeviseriously.

Inhisopinion,themanwasjustlikeoneoftheantscrawlingonthegroundthathecouldkilleasilyby

steppingonit.

Whyareallmysonsandgrandsonssoscaredofthebastard?



Whydotheyallseehimasathreat?

Leviisclearlyanobody.Whatmakeshimsospecial?

"Asmysonsandgrandsons,howcanallofyoubesotimidanduseless?I’vetoldyouguysthisoverand

overagain–wecanfinishLeviandhismotheroffveryeasily!Haven’tImademyselfclear?"Jonah

seethed.

"Dad,you’reright!LeviGarrisonisanobodyinthepresenceofourfamily!"Seamusshouted

vehemently.

"That’smorelikeit!Now,weshouldfocusourattentiononpreparingthemeetingwiththeGodofWar

tomorrow!"Jonahinstructed.
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EmmawokeupearlythenextmorningtopreparebreakfastforLeviandZoey.

Asshehadnoideahowlongsuchpeacefulandhappydayswouldlast,shedecidedtoenjoyeveryday

likeitwasthelast.

Whiletheywerehavingtheirbreakfast,ZoeyaskedLevi,"Areyouheadingoutlater?"

"Yes.Kirintoldmesomeonewantstoseeme,soIhavetoheadout."

HehadnoideawhoKirinwantedhimtomeet.

Despitethat,hestilldecidedtobethereforhissubordinate’ssake.



"Okay.Let’stalktonightafteryou’rebackthen,"Zoeyproposed,herfaceflushingwithembarrassment.

"Sure,thatshouldn’tbeaproblem."

Meanwhile,thegiftspreparedfortheGodofWarandhismotherhadarrivedfromHaven.

Allthegiftswerenicelykeptinthreeexquisitewoodenboxes.

Aftermakingsurethatthegiftsweretohissatisfaction,Jonahbrokeintoacontentedsmile.

EverymemberoftheGarrisonfamilyfromHavendresseduptotheninesbeforetheysetofftothe

Warzonecompound.

ToshowtheirutmostrespecttotheGodofWar,theymadetheirwaytothedestinationonfoot.

Allthetycoonsofthecitycouldn’thelpbutbeastonishedwhentheysawtheGarrisonswalkingalong

thestreets.

Jonah,aswellashisfamily,arrivedattheWarzonecompoundinthemorning.

"Mr.Garrison,Bosswillbelate.Pleasedowaitforhimpatiently,"Kirininformed.

"Sure!It’sourhonortowaitfortheGodofWar!"Jonahlaughedheartily.

Seamuschimedin,"Exactly.Fewpeopleintheworldhavesuchanhonortowaitforhim.AtleastI’ve

neverheardofanyonehavingthehonorbefore!"



ForJonahandhisentirefamily,itwasanesteemedhonortobeawaitingLevi’sarrival.

Theyweremorethanwillingtowaitfordays–orevenmonths–tomeethim.

WillwebecomethetalkofthetownafterwordspreadsaroundaboutourmeetingwiththeGodofWar?

Aboutanhourlater,Levifinallyarrived.

Jonahandhisentouragewerestunnedtoseehim.

Firstly,theythoughtLevilookedtooyoungtobetheGodofWar.

Secondly,themanlookedtoomuchlikeacommonerforhimtobesomeoneasprominentastheGodof

War.

Leviwasdressedcasually,sohelookednodifferentfromacommonerwhenhewasnotinaction.

CouldhepossiblybetheGodofWar?

"Boss!"

ItwasonlywhentheFiveGreatWarsRegimengreetedLevididJonahandtherestofhisfamilybelieve

himtobetheGodofWar.

"Aretheyallheretomeetme?"Leviasked.



"It’sourutmosthonortomeetyou,GodofWar!"

Jonah,aswellashissonsandgrandsons,kneltdowninfrontofLeviinunison.

"Boss,pleaseallowmetointroducetoyoutheheadoftheGarrisonfamilyfromHaven,JonahGarrison!

HeandIgowayback,"Kirinshared.

"TheGarrisonfamilyfromHaven?"Leviscoffed.

I’malmostsurethatthey’rerelatedtotheGarrisonclanfromOaklandCity.

"Yes!EsteemedGodofWar,I’mJonahGarrisonoftheGarrisonfamilyfromHaven!"

Withhisheadpressedfirmlyagainsttheground,Jonahcouldn’tresistbutask,"GodofWar,isittrue

thatyoushareoursurname?"

Levinoddedhishead."You’reright.IamindeedaGarrison."

Allatonce,Jonahandhisfamilymembersheavedoutasighofrelief.

Allofthemfelteuphorictohavetheirspeculationverifiedbythemanhimself.

Intheiropinions,theGodofWarmustbeonefromtheGarrisonclaninOaklandCityorothermajor

branchesofthefamily,consideringthathewastalentedenoughtobecomesuchaprominentfigure.

JonahandhisfamilywerepleasedwiththeprospectofbeingconsideredastheGodofWar’srelatives.



Howcouldtheynotbeelateduponhearingthatpieceofnews?

JonahswallowedhardbeforelookingupatLeviwithanticipationinhiseyes."GodofWar,wouldyoube

kindenoughtoansweronemorequestionfromme?"

"Goahead,"Levianswered.

"IfI’mnotmistaken,IsupposeyouareoneofthegreatesttalentsproducedbytheGarrisonclanin

OaklandCity.It’sbecausethey’retheonlyoneswhohaveenoughresourcestotrainyouintobecoming

suchaskillfulfighter."

AlthoughJonahemphasizedthatitwasnothingbuthispresumption,themansoundedverysureabout

whathesaid.

Chapter964

EveryonefromJonah’sfamilycouldn’twaittohearLevi’sconfirmation.

IfLeviwereindeedsomeonefromtheGarrisonclaninOaklandCity,thesituationwouldbevery

beneficialtothemall.

TheyhadtorelyontheGarrisonclaninOaklandCityforsupportastheywerejustasmallbranchofthe

Garrisonfamily

NowthattheywereluckyenoughtohaveachancetoestablishaconnectionwiththeGodofWar,their

futureseemedbrightintheireyes.

"TheGarrisonclanfromOaklandCity?Haha!Theyaren’tworthytohaveadescendantasgreatasme!"



Levi’sanswerdroveJonahandhisfamilytodespair.

TheGodofWarisn’trelatedtotheGarrisonclanfromOaklandCity?What?

How’sthatpossible?

OtherthantheGarrisonclaninOaklandCity,whichbranchcouldpossiblyhavetheresourcestotrain

him?

JonahcouldnotthinkofanyotherGarrisonbranchwhocouldbecapableofnurturingadescendantlike

Levi.

Justlikethem,thebranchesinNortheastCity,NorthwestCity,andChillshirecouldneverhavehadthe

resourcestotraintheirdescendantsintosomeonelikeLevidespitethembeinganimperialfamily.

"Huh?Youaren’tfromtheGarrisonclaninOaklandCity?Howcanthatbe?Icanhardlybelieveother

branchesofourfamilyhavetheresourcestotrainyou!"

TheeyesofJonahandhisfamilywentwideinshock,allfilledwithutterdisbelief.

TheydidnotthinkotherbranchesoftheirfamilyhadwhatittooktotrainsomeoneliketheGodofWar.

"YouguysarewrongtothinkthatBosseverreliedonanyonetoachievehissuccess.Justlikeeveryone

else,BossstartedoutatthebottomandslowlyworkedhiswayuptobecometheGodofWarthrough

sheerhardwork,"Kirinquicklyexplained.

LeviglancedatJonahandtherestofhisfamilybeforeannouncing,"Listentomeverycarefully–I’mnot



relatedtoanybranchoftheGarrisonfamily,especiallytheGarrisonclaninOaklandCity."

Jonahandtheothersgaspedinshockathisboldstatement.

HowcouldsomeonefromanordinarybackgroundbetheGodofWarofErudia?

Thosewhowerebornintorichandpowerfulfamiliesdidnotthinkthosewhocamefrompoorfamilies

stoodachanceatachievingsuccess.

Intheiropinion,someonefromapoorbackgroundcouldneverbeamatchforthosefromrichand

powerfulfamilies;itwasbecausetheycouldneverhavethesameeducation,resources,and

connectionsthelattercouldhave.

Thosefrompoorfamilies,whomanagedtoachievesomething,wouldbequicklyeliminatedbythose

whocomefromrichandpowerfulfamilies.

Therefore,JonahandhisfamilyfoundithardtobelievethattheGodofWaractuallycamefromapoor

family.

"Well,pleasegetup.We’lltalkthen,"Leviurged.

"Thankyouforgracingus,GodofWar!"

JonahandtherestofhisfamilyrosetotheirfeetandfollowedLevitohisroom.

"AreyouguysabranchoftheGarrisonclaninOaklandCity?"thelatterasked.



"Yes,that’scorrect."

Leviflashedhimameaningfulsmileasheasked,"Isupposeyouguysareheretocarryoutanother

missionthen?"

Theairintheroomfrozeassoonasheposedthatquestion.

Everyone,includingKirin,gapedatLeviinutterastonishment.

Howdoesheknowwehaveamission?

Withthatdoubtinmind,Jonahexperiencedamixtureoffeelings,hiseyesbrimmingwithdisbelief.

TherestoftheGarrisonfamilywereleftstupefied;theyknewtheGodofWarwasreferringtotheirplan

tokillEmmaJonesandherson.

Jonahtookadeepbreathtocalmhisnerves.

I’msurprisedathowfastwordstravels.HowiseventheGodofWarawareofourintentiontokillthat

b*tchandherson?

Badnewsspreadslikewildfireindeed.

NowthateventheGodofWarisawareofourplan,Ibetthenewswillbecomewidespreadinajiffy.

Bythetimethathappens,thoseinOaklandCitywillbecomethelaughingstockoftheentirecountry!



Asabranchoftheirfamily,sureenough,ourfamilywillbeimplicatedtoo!

Itwillbehardtolivewiththatkindofembarrassment.

Inordertopreventthedisastroussituation,JonahmadeuphismindtokillEmmaandhissonassoonas

hecouldandtieupanylooseends.

JonahhadactuallyplannedtoexecutetheplanthenightbeforetheyreturnedtoHaven.

However,hechangedhismind,decidingtoplaysafeandnotdelaythingsanyfurther.

JonahlookedupatLeviandrepliedsomewhatreluctantly,"Yes,we’reheretogetridofatraitorofour

family!"
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LevibrokeintoasmilewhichgrewwiderandslowlyturnedintoasneerinresponsetoJonah’sanswer.

They’rereallyheretokillme.

Iknewtheyweren’tonlyheretovisittheGodofWar!

"Atraitor?Iheardfromthegrapevinethatheisquiteaprominentskilledfighter.Youguysbetter

summonmorehelptohandlehim!"Levichuckled.

Levi’sansweronlycementedJonah’sopinionthattheGodofWarhadalreadydiscoveredeverything

thereistoknowaboutEmmaandherson.



EventheGodofWarknowsthatLeviisatoughnuttocrack.Ibetourfamilyhasbecomethelaughing

stockofthetownrightnowbecauseofthatbastardandhismother!

"GodofWar,thanksforyourconcern.However,pleasedon’tworryaboutus.I’msurewewillbeableto

finishthembothoff!"

AdangerousglintflickeredinJonah’seyeswhenhesaidthat.

"Well,I’llwaitforyourgoodnewsthen."Levinodded.

"Huh?"Jonah’seyesgleamedwithhopeatonce.

DoestheGodofWaralsowanttogetridofEmmaandherson?

Wait,ofcoursehedoes.Afterall,heisoneoftheGarrisonstoo!

Ibethecouldn’ttoleratethescandalEmmaandhersonhavebroughtupontheGarrisonfamily!

Nomatterwhat,thereisnoreasontokeepthebothofthemalive!

I’llbetheremyselflatertonighttomakesurethetwoofthemarekilled!

"Bytheway,we’vepreparedsomegiftsforyou,yourmother,andyourwife.Wereallyhopeyoulike

them!"

Jonahbeckonedhissonstobringthegiftboxesover.



"Whatdoesthismean?"Leviquestionedwithasharpedgeinhistone.

KirincametoJonah’srescuebysaying,"Boss,pleaseaccepttheirgifts!I’msureMr.Garrisonmeans

nothingbutgoodwill!"

Levismiledinamusement.

Hehadneverreceivedgiftsofferedtohimbyanyotherpeople.

Yet,hecouldn’tseethereasonwhyheshouldnotacceptthegiftsfromJonahandhisfamily,

consideringthattheyweretheretokillhim.

Whyshouldn’tItaketheirgifts?

"Sure."Leviagreedtoacceptthegiftsreadily.

Jonahdelightedlypresentedthegiftstohimonebyone.

Thefirstboxcontainedshinyarmormadeofaspecialmetal.

"GodofWar,thisarmorwasmadeaccordingtoacombinationoftraditionalandmoderntechniques.

Whatmakesitstandoutisitssturdiness.Itcanprotectitswearerfromknives,swords,andevenbullets.

It’smuchbetterthananordinarybulletproofvestbecauseitcanwithstandhightemperatures.This

armorisperfectforyou.Youcanwearitonthebattlefields,"Jonahelaborated.

Levipickedthearmorupandexaminedit.



Indeed,thecraftsmanshipwasfabulous.

"Ilikethis,"hecommented.

Feelingthrilled,Jonahmovedontothesecondboxtorevealred,wildginseng.

"GodofWar,here’ssomeredginsengforyourmother!It’saherbfamousforitsimmensebenefitsfor

health."

"Thisisgreat.I’llkeepittoo,"Leviresponded.

Jonah,whotriedhardtosubduetheexcitementcoursinginhisblood,continuedtoopenthethirdbox.

"Thisisatopazpendantforyourwife!Pleasesendmygreetingstoyourmotherandyourwifeonmy

behalf!"

Leviacceptedallthegiftshappily."You’rereallygreatatchoosinggifts.Ilovethemall!"hecommented

withafriendlysmile.

"Ifthere’snothingelse,I’vegottogonow.Ihopeyourmissionofeliminatingthetraitorgoeswelllater,"

Levisaidwithabarelynoticeablesmirkonhisface.

JonahandhisfamilywereecstaticastheGodofWarhadnotonlyacceptedtheirgifts–buthealsoeven

showedcareandinterestintheirmission.

ItseemedtothemthattheyhadsuccessfullybuiltastrongbondwiththeGodofWarthroughthistrip.

Itwasnothardtoimaginewhatapromisingandprosperousfuturetheycouldhave!



WiththebondwiththeGodofWar,theymightgettoactwithmorebackbonethenexttimethey

interactwiththoseinOaklandCitynexttime.

"Kirin,weshallnotdisturbyouguysanyfurtherthen."

Inabuoyantmood,Jonahbroughttherestofthefamilybacktothevilla.

Immediately,themanstartedpreparingforthemissiontofinishoffEmmaandhersonlaterthatnight.

Hewasdeterminedtomakesurethattheirplanallowednoloopholes.

"Emmaandhersonwillsoonbeunabletoseetherisingsunofthenextmorning!"Jonahsneered.
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Jonahhadaclearideaofwhoheneededtoimplementhisplan.Herecruitedsixskilledfightersfrom

TangSect,allofthemmastersinwieldingconcealedweapons.Inadditiontothat,hedispatched

eighteentopskilledfighterstrainedbytheGarrisonfamilytoguardallexitsoftheneighborhood,giving

Levinochancetoescape.

Lastbutnotleast,heandtherestofthefamilywouldbesupervisingeverythingfromoutsidethe

neighborhoodtodealwithemergencies.

"LeviGarrison,Ican’tbelieveeventheGodofWarseesyouasaskilledfightertoo.Tonight,I’mgoingto

witnessyouinactionwithmyowneyes!"

Jonahlookedforwardtotheviolencethatwouldbeunleashed.

Meanwhile,LevibroughtthegiftshehadreceivedfromJonahbackhome.



Hewasoverjoyedtoreceivetheredginseng,asthatwaswhathismotherneededthemostatthe

moment.

InordertocureEmma’sillness,hehadsentsomeofhismenonasearchforrareandpreciousmedicinal

herbsoverthepasttwodays.

Muchtohispleasantsurprise,hereceivedredginsengfromtheGarrisonsrightathisdoorstep.

Theredginseng,ifusedproperly,couldcurehismotherofherchronicillness,boostherhealth,and

evenhelpherachievelongevity.

Tobemoreprecise,theredginsengcouldhelpwithhismother’sskinconditiontoo.

Inshort,theredginsengwasaverytimelygift.

AfterconsultingFredrick,LevipreparedasoupwithredginsengforEmma.

WhenZoeygotbackhome,Levicasuallypassedherthetopazpendant.

"Someonesentusagifteach.Thisisyours,"hesaid.

"Thanks."

Zoey,whodidnotknowmuchaboutjade,keptthetopazpendantawaylikeitwasjustanordinaryjade

pendant.

Itwasunbeknownsttoherthatthattopazpendantwasactuallyapricelessitem–therarestofitskind.



Afterall,theGarrisonfamilywouldnevergiveoutanythingshabbyasgifts.

Anyonewhoknewsomethingaboutjadewouldhavetopicktheirjawsupfromthegroundwhenthey

sawthetopazpendantZoeyhadreceivedfromtheGarrisonfamily.

Zoeywouldonlyrealizetherealvalueofthetopazpendantsometimelater.

"Hey,didn’tyousayyouhadsomethingtodiscusswithme?"

Levirememberedthewomantellinghimthatthatmorning.

"Yes.Let’stalkinthebedroom."

Themancouldn’thelpbutbecuriouswhenshedraggedhimintotheirbedroomsurreptitiously.

"IsupposeyouknowthatI’mhandlingaprojectworthahundredbillionrightnow,"Zoeybegan.

"Yes,Iknowaboutit."

ItwentwithoutsayingthatLeviknewabouttheproject.Zoeywasworkingatthecompanyownedby

him,afterall.

Ofcourseyou’refreetograbanyprojectyoulike.You’rethewifeoftheboss!

"Whentheprojectisofficiallylaunched,mynetworthwillsoar,andI’llbefreefromthecontrolofboth

theLopezfamilyaswellastheBlackfamily.Bythen,I’llhavethefreedomtomakedecisionsinmylife,



likegettingmarriedtoyou,"Zoeysaid.

OnlythendidLeviunderstandwhyshewassoeagertobeinchargeoftheproject.

Solemnly,thewomanstaredathim."Justtobesafe,Ineedtodosomethingextratomakesuremy

parentsandGrandmahavenochancetostopusfrommarryingeachother."

"Iactuallydon’tthinkthat’snecessarybecauseIwillbeabletosettlealltheproblems."

LevihadintendedtoannouncehistrueidentitytoZoey’sfamilyattheirweddingceremony.

HebelievedtheLopezfamilyandtheBlackfamilywouldnothaveanyobjectionsagainsttheirmarriage

oncetheylearnedabouthistrueidentity.

Shecastafleetingglanceathimandsnapped,"Noway.You’reunreliable!"

Lookingresigned,hewasrenderedspeechless.

HeknewthatZoeystillassumedhewasdependingontheJonesesupuntilnow.

Inheropinion,hewasauselessguy.Someonewhowasnotcapableofsolvingtheissuesshewasfacing

atthemoment.

"I’vealreadycomeupwithaplanwhichcanensuretheyhavenogroundstoobjecttoourmarriage!"

Zoeysmiledcraftilybeforequicklyloweringherheadtohidetheembarrassmentonherface.



"What’sthisbrilliantplanofyours?"heasked,curiositywrittenalloverhisface.

"We…We…"Zoeystammered,havingahardtimerevealingherplan.

Chapter967

Leviscratchedhishead,lookingpuzzled.

"Whatexactlyisonyourmind?"

DespitehimbeingtheGodofWar,whohadvastexperienceonthebattlefields,heknewnothingabout

relationships.

Therefore,hehadnoideahowtogaugewhatwasonZoey’smind.

Thewomanshothimaglare."Youreallycanbesuchablockheadsometimes.I’mthinkingaboutgetting

pregnant!"

"Huh?Oh,I-Isee…"Itfinallydawneduponhimwhatshewasthinkingabout.

So,hergettingpregnantisherplan!

That’squitebrilliant,actually.

Assoonasshe’spregnant,herfamilywillhavenochoicebuttoacceptourmarriage.

"AslongasI’mpregnant,there’snothingtheLopezfamilyandtheBlackfamilycandotostopusfrom

marryingeachother.Ontopofthat,I’llbegettingsorichatthattimethattheywillnolongerbeableto



exertanymorecontrolonme!I’llbefreetodecidewhoI’dliketomarry,andnoonewillbeabletostop

mefromdoingthat!"Zoeyannouncedagitatedly.

Yet,Levihadhisreservations."It’snotveryappropriate,isit?"

"Whydoyouthinkso?"

"YouknowthatI’maveryconservativeman.I’vealwayswantedtogiveyouthebestofeverything,andI

respectyoualot.Ireallythinkweshouldthinkaboutgettingachildafterweremarryeachother.Right

now,we’reofficiallystilladivorcedcouple."

"Zoey,gettingpregnantatthisjuncturewilldonothingbuttarnishyourreputation,andthat’sthelast

thingIwanttosee!Itpainsmetoseeyousuffersomethinglikethatasyou'vegonethroughmorethan

yourshareofhardshipsduringtheseyears.So,whydon’tweonlythinkabouthavingachildafterwe

remarryeachother?"LevitriedtoconvinceZoeyearnestly.

Thelatterwastouchedbyhiswords.

"Levi,you’reindeedtheniceI’vealwaysthoughtyoutobe!I’msogladbecauseitmeansthatallthe

effortI’vemadesofarforyouareworthwhile!Listentome–havingakidistheonlywaywecangetrid

ofmyfamily!"Zoeyinsistedwithtearswelledupinhereyes.

ShedidnotmindgoingthroughsomehardshipsuponseeinghowmuchLevicaredabouther.

"Alright,I’lldoasyousay."Levibeamedatherreply.

Hehadalwayswantedtohaveakidwithher.

However,hedarednotproposethatidea,consideringhehadowedhertoomuchoverthepastsixyears.



"Wecan’tdoanythingfriskytonight.I’llbebusylater,"Levispokeallofasudden.

HewasnotinthemoodtospendtimewithZoeyinbedbecauseJonahandhisfamilywerecomingtokill

himsoon.

"Whosaidwe’regoingtodoittonight?"thewomanshothimasuperciliousglance.

Levisuddenlyfelthimselfheatupandquicklywalkedoutofthemansiontoletthebreezecoolhim

down.

Withonewaveofhishands,someonematerializedfromthedarkness.

"HowcanIhelpyou,GodofWar?"

"Telleveryoneguardingtheneighborhoodtoretreatimmediately!"

"Understood!"

Soon,theheavilyguardedneighborhoodbecamedefenselessafterallLevi’smenhadleftonhisorder.

Theactionwasnecessary.LeviwasworriedthatJonah’smenmightnotbeabletogetthroughtheline

ofdefense.

Astheskygrewdarker,Levisippedonhiscupoftea,enjoyingthecoolbreezeoutsidethemanor.

Atthesametime,JonahandallhismenhadgatheredoutsideLevi’sneighborhood.



"Everyone,it’stimewegettowork!WehavetokillEmmaJonesandhersonatallcoststonight!"Jonah

commanded.

SixskilledfightersfromTangSect,aswellaseighteenskilledfightersfromtheGarrisonfamily,crept

theirwayintotheneighborhood.Theysoonvanishedintothedarkness.

DozensofskilledfightersweredispatchedbyJonahtoguardthesurroundingsoftheneighborhood.

Theyweretomakesurenoonewasabletoescape.

TheyhadfoundoutLevi’saddressagesago,sotheywerequitefamiliarwiththelayoutofthe

neighborhoodaftermeticulouslystudyingit.

TheeighteenskilledfightersfromtheGarrisonfamilywereentrustedwiththetasktoguardalltheexits

oftheneighborhood.TheyweretoensurethatLeviwouldnotbeabletorunaway.

Meanwhile,thesixskilledfightersfromTangSectweretaskedtokillLeviandhismother.

WhileLeviwasexaminingastainonhisshirtinfrontofthemaingateofthemansion,thesixskilled

fightersfromTangSectstartedclosinginonhimfromlessthanfiftymetersaway.

"That’sLeviGarrison!Killhim!"

AftermakingsurethemantheysawwasindeedLevi,thesixskilledfighterslaunchedtheirattackonhim.
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Therustlingsoundofsomethingmovingintheairatarapidspeedcouldbeheard.Uptoahundred

concealedweaponsswoopeddownatLevidangerouslyatonego.TheskilledfightersfromTangSect

wereaimingtokillLeviwithasinglestrike.

Theywereverysurethattheirconcealedweaponswouldbeabletokilltheman,leavinghisbodyfilled

withholes.

Muchtotheirconsternation,sparksflewandthesoundofmetalonmetalcouldbeheard.

"Whatisthissorcery?Ishewearingarmor?Let’sgiveitanothergo!"

TheskilledfightersfromTangSectreactedpromptlybylaunchinganotherroundofattackonLevi

withoutfurtherado.



Yet,thesamethinghappenedthistime–theirweaponswereunabletopiercethroughLevi’sarmor.

"Damnit!He’swearingtheGoldenArmor!It’soneofourcreations!"Oneofthemletoutan

exclamationaftertakingacloserlookatthearmorLeviwaswearing.

"Itcan’tbe!HowdidhegethishandsontheGoldenArmor?"

"Thethinghe’swearinglooksverymuchlikeit,though."

"We’vefailedourmission!Retreatimmediately!"

Thesixskilledfightersimmediatelyretreatedafterabriefdiscussion.

Levibrokeintoasmileashebrokeintoasmile.

Imustsay,thisGoldenArmorisindeedfantastic!

IfBlackTortoisewerehere,hewouldhavegotteninjuredbytheconcealedweapons.

EventhoughBlackTortoise’sskinisimpenetrabletoordinaryweaponsandbullets,heisdefenselessto

theweaponsusedbythefighterofTangSect.

ThisGoldenArmorJonahgiftedmeisevenbetterthanallthebulletproofvestsI’vebeenwearing!

Levicouldn’thelpbutmarvelathowsturdytheGoldenArmorwas.



Thefighters,whowereguardingtheexits,werehorrifiedtoseethefightersfromTangSectrunning

awayfromLevi’smanor.

"Youguysshouldremainhere,"theytoldtheeighteenskilledfighters.

Outsidetheneighborhood,Jonahlookedverymuchatease."IguessLeviandhismotherhavealready

beenkilledbynow.IhavealotofconfidenceintheskilledfightersfromTangSect."

Atthatjuncture,thesixskilledfightershementionedmadeabeelineforwhereJonahwasstanding.

"Whatwentwrong?"

Judgingfromtheirpalefaces,Jonahknewtheirmissionhadgoneawry.

"Mr.Garrison,thisisbad.LeviGarrisoniswearingarmorthatlooksverymuchliketheGoldenArmor–a

creationofoursect!Hecan’tbehurtbyourconcealedweaponsatall!"

AnothermanfromTangSectchimedin,"Ifmyjudgmentiscorrect,heisindeedwearingaGolden

Armor!"

"What?Howcouldsomethinglikethishappen?"

Soon,apersonpoppedupinJonah’smind.ItwastheGodofWarwhomtheyhadgiftedaGoldenArmor

earlierthatday.

Yet,theydidnotreckonthatthereexistedanyassociationbetweenLeviandtheGodofWar.



OneofthemwastheGodofWarofthecountry,whereastheotherwasthebastardoftheprestigious

Garrisonfamily.

Itseemedextremelyunlikelythatthetwocouldhaveanyconnection.

Therewasonlyoneplausiblereasonthatcouldexplainthesituation–Levijustsohappenedtobe

wearingsomethingthatlookedextremelysimilartoaGoldenArmor.

Indeed,itwashumannaturetoavoidwhattheyfearedandtrytoconvincethemselvesthatthethings

theyfeareddidnotexist.

"Levireallyisaforcetobereckonedwith.NowondereventheGodofWarthinkshighlyofhim.Ithink

he’swearingsomesortofflexiblebodyarmor;that’sprobablywhat’sprotectinghimfromsome

weapons."

"Comeon,let’sgoandcheckhimoutourselves!Ifassassinationdoesn’twork,weshouldlauncha

frontalattackonhimthen!Let’sseehowhe’sgoingtodefendhimselfthistime!"

Jonah,togetherwithalltheskilledfighters,chargedtowardLevi’smanor.

Theeighteenskilledfightersguardingtheexitsbeganadvancingonthemanortoo.

Meanwhile,Leviwasstillsittingleisurelyatthegateofthemansion.

Justthen,silhouettesofJonah’speopleemergedfromthedarkness.

"LeviGarrison,todayisyourdoomsday!Youaregoingtodieahorribledeaththistime!"



AtJonah’scommand,theeighteenskilledfighterschargedatLeviinunison.
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TheGarrisonfamilyhadspentafortuneontrainingtheeighteenskilledfighterswhohadneveracted

togetherbeforethatday.Theywereconfidentthattheirjoinedforceswouldbecapableoffinishingoff

anyone.

Exudingamurderousaura,theskilledfightersclosedinonLevi.

ThebladesoftheirswordssweptpasttheicyairtowardLevi.

Leviallowedthemtoslashhisbodywiththeswords,notdoinganythingtodefendhimself.

Totheutterdismayoftheskilledfighters,onlyadullthudwasproducedwhenthebladeslandedon

Levi’sbodyastheirswordsfailedtocutthroughhim

"Mr.Garrison,didyouseethat?He’swearingapowerfularmorthatcanprotecthimfromtheswords!"

oneoftheskilledfightersfromTangSectpointedout.

TheeighteenskilledfighterstriedattackingLeviagainandagain,buttheireffortswerefutile.

Thebladesoftheirswordsonlyendedupbeingdented.

WhatkindofarmorisLeviGarrisonwearing?

Hisarmormustbeverystrongbecauseourswordsarepowerfulenoughtopiercethroughbulletproof

vestsmadewiththemostadvancedtechniques.



"IhaveafeelingthatLeviiswearingtheGoldenArmor.Ifhewasn’t,there’snowayhe’llbeabletolast

thislong,"Seamuswhisperedtohisfather.

"He’sreallysomething!"JonahtriedtocatchaglimpseatwhatLevilookedlike,buthecouldn’tseethe

man’sfaceclearly.Hewasstandingtoofaraway.

Suddenly,asinisterglintshoneinLevi’seyeswhiletheeighteenskilledfighterswereattackinghim.

"It’smyturnnow…"

AssoonasLevispoke,heflewintoaction,sendingtheskilledfightersflyingsomedistanceawayby

forcefullykickingthemonebyone.

Theeighteenskilledfighterssufferedfromhisattacks,tossedaroundasiftheyweremerefigurines.

Soon,allofthemslumpedonthegroundquitefarawayfromLevi.

Itwasamind-blowingsight.TheGarrisonfamilyfromHavencouldnotbelievetheireyes.

Theyknewtheeighteenskilledfighterswellenoughtoknowthattheywereallextremelytalented.The

combativepowerofoneofthemwasequaltothetotalcombativepoweroftenmenlikeCaleb.

Yet,noneofthemhadbeenamatchforLevi.

"Killhim!Slaughterhimnow!"



"WehavetogetridofLevitonight,orhewillgoontobecomeagreatdisgracetoourfamily!Nowthat

eventheGodofWarisawareofhispresence,wehavetokillhimtospareourselvesfromthe

embarrassment!"

Panic-stricken,Jonahdispatchedallhismen,orderingafull-blownattackonthemanatonce.

Inaninstant,ahundredskilledfighterswerechargingtowardLevi.

Themanapproachedthemonestepatatime.

Heallowedthemtostrikeblowsafterblowsathim,notbotheringtododgeorfightback.

LeviknewhewaswellprotectedbytheGoldenArmor;hewouldnotbeharmednomatterhowthey

triedtohurthim.

Theskilledfighterssoondiscoveredsomethingbizarre.

Regardlessofhowtheyswungtheirblades,allstrikesweredirectedbyaninvisibleforce,makingall

blowslandononlyLevi’sbody.

Theycouldneverseemtoreachthemorevulnerablebodypartsofhis,likehisneckorhishead.

WhileLevicouldwithstandtheirattackwithoutgettinghurt,allofthemwerevulnerabletohisattack.

ThegroundLeviwalkedpastwasfilledwiththefighterswhohadcollapsed.

Intheend,noneoftheskilledfightersdaredtogonearLevi,consideringthathewasliterallyinvincible.



Therewasnothingmuchallofthemcoulddoatthemoment.

Eventually,Leviforcedthemtoretreataboutonehundredmeters.

HewasmovingclosertoJonahandhisfamilyandwouldreachthemsoon.

"T-Thiscan’tbehappening…"

TheeyesofJonahandhisfamilywerefilledwithutterdisbeliefwhentheysawtheskilledfightersbeing

defeatedbyLevisoeffortlessly.

Howcanthatbastardbesuchaprominentfighter?

Whydoesheseeminvincible?

AlthoughLevistoodmetersawayfromthem,theystillcouldnotmakeouthisfacebecausethe

surroundingsweredimlylit.

"Killhim!Finishhimoffnow!"Jonahbellowedatthetopofhislungs.

Atthatmoment,JonahwasseizedbyaspasmoffearseeingthatLeviwasonlymetersawayfromhim.

Thelattercommentedwithaheartylaugh,"Jonah,ImustsaythisGoldenArmorfromyouisreallyas

fabulousasyouputit!I’mgivingitascoreoftenoutoftenaftertryingitoutwithrealweaponsjust

now!"



Uponhearinghiscomment,Jonahandhisfamilylookedasthoughtheyhadbeenstruckbylightning.

Thatvoicecertainlyringsabell…

Whatdidhesayjustnow?Agiftfromus?

RealizationslowlydawneduponJonahandhisentirefamily.

WhendidweevergiveLeviaGoldenArmor?

Damnit!Couldhebe…

Jonahandhisfamilyweremortifiedwhentheyfinallyrealizedthetruth.
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Jonahwasleftgobsmacked.Hefeltasthoughhisheadwasgoingtoexplode,andhiseyeballswere

goingtopopoutoftheirsocketsanyminute.

LevireceivedaGoldenArmorfromme?Didn’tIgiftthattotheGodofWarearliertoday?

CouldLevipossiblybetheGodofWar?Howcouldhebesuchaprominentfigure?

WhileJonahwentlostinhisownthoughts,Levihadalreadymadehiswayrightinfrontofthem.

TheGarrisonsturnedtofaceLeviandwhatgreetedthemwasafacetheyhadseenearlierthatday.



Isn’tthismantheGodofWar?

Havingmetduringtheday,thetwopartiesencounteredeachotheragain,albeitinamuchmore

awkwardmanner.

"Jonah,IreallylovethisGoldenArmorfromyou!It’ssomuchbetterthantheusualbulletproofvests

I’vebeenwearing."

Leviflashedthegroupagood-naturedsmile.

Forsomereason,Jonahandhisfamilyfeltasthoughtheirlegsjustturnedintojelly.

Oneafteranother,theycollapsedontothegroundandkneltbeforeLevi.

Theskilledfightersstandingaroundthemwereleftataloss.

"Whatareyoulotwaitingfor?Getdownonyourkneesrightnow!"Jonahsnarled

Immediately,alltheskilledfighterswereontheirkneestoo.

Leviletoutanamusedlaugh."Whyareyouguyskneelinginfrontofme?Comeon,killmenow!Jonah

Garrison,aren’tyouheretokillme?"

Themanhedirectedhisquestiontowasleftspeechless.

Atthatmoment,everyoneintheGarrisonfamilyfromHavenwasmadeawareofonething–Levi

GarrisonwastheGodofWar!



Thatwascertainlyastaggeringdiscoverytothem.

NowonderthemanhadbeenreluctanttoadmittothefactthathewasoneoftheGarrisons.No

wonderhedidnottaketheGarrisonclaninOaklandCityseriously.

NowonderheknewabouttheotherpurposeoftheirvisittoSouthCity…

Nowonderhetippedthemoffbysayingthatthebastardoftheirfamilywasatoughnuttocrackand

advisingthemtobringmoremenwiththem.

Asitturnedout,LeviwastheGodofWar!

Atthatmoment,theGarrisonsfromHavenrealizedtheyhadmadeaseriousmisjudgment.

IfLeviwereindeedauselessman,howcouldhehavekilledCaleb?

Howcouldhehavebroughthismotherbackwithhim?

Howcouldhehavedestroyedthattombstone?

Ontopofthat,theyhadmadeafooloutofthemselvesbyhappilytellingLeviallabouttheirplantokill

himearlierthatday.

Aftersomuchhassle,thebastardtheyhadplannedtokillturnedouttobetheGodofWar.

"Wewerewrong!GodofWar,we’vemadeaverygravemistake!"



Jonahwasscaredoutofhiswits,andhisbodywasdrenchedinacoldsweat.

HecouldnotbelievetheyhadjusttriedtokilltheGodofWar!

IfwhattheydidwasknownbythearmyoftheErudia,hisentirefamilywouldbemassacred.

Theyhadreallymadeagravemistakethistime.

"Aren’tyouguysanimperialfamily?Isn’tthebloodthatrunsinyouguysanobleone?Isitappropriate

ofyoutokneelinfrontofabastardlikeme?"SarcasmwasevidentinLevi’stone.

"GodofWar,it’sourhonortogetdownonourkneesinyourdistinguishedpresence!"Jonahwaseager

tobutterthemanup.

"AreyoutryingtosaythatIdeservetobemercilesslykilledbyyouguysifIamnottheGodofWar?"

JonahandhisfamilywerestartledwhentheyheardLevisuddenlyraisehisvoice.

"Isn’tthereasonwhyyouguyshavebeentryingsohardtohuntmymotherandIdownbecauseyou

guysseeusasadisgracetotheGarrisonfamily?Don’tyouguysthinkthatthebloodthatrunsinmeis

sofilthythatIwillonlybringnothingbutanembarrassmenttothefamily?"Themanyelledfuriously.

"This…"JonahwasleftstumpedbecauseitwastruethattheyhadthoughtofLeviandhismotherthat

way.

Intheiropinion,bastardsdidnotdeservetoexistinthisworld.



"Ireallywonderwhatmakesyouguysthinkyou’resuperiortome.Isthebloodthatrunsinyouguys?

Doesthatmakeyouthinkofyourselvesasnoblerthanus?Orisitjustbecauseyouguysarepartofthe

Garrisonfamily?"

"NowthatI’mtheGodofWar,amIfinallygoodenoughtodeservesomerespectfromyou?Froman

orphan,Ifoughthardandworkedmywayuptoachievesuccess.Hasanyonefromyourdistinguished

familyachievedsomethinglikethat?"

"WhataboutTyroneGarrison?Isn’thethesuccessortotheheadofyourfamily?OutofTyroneandI,

whodoyouthinkdeservesmorerespect?"Levinearlygrowledatthem.
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Withanoteofawkwardnessinhisvoice,Jonahresponded,"GodofWar,ofcourse,youdeservemore

respect.Tyroneisnothingcomparedtoyou!"Jonahspokeonlythetruth.

NomatterhowpowerfulandinfluentialtheGarrisonclanandTyroneGarrisonwere,theGodofWar

wasstillwayoutoftheirleague.

"Ifthat’sthecase,whatgiveshimtherighttolookdownonmeandcallmeabastard?Doheandhis

familyhavetherighttotreatmeinsuchadisrespectfulmanner?"

"No,ofcourse,theydon’t!Theyhavenorighttobesorudetoyou!"Jonahrepliedeagerly.

Atthesametime,themanwassoterrified–hisbodywasshaking.

"Howdaretheyeventhinkofkillingme?Dotheyhavewhatittakestodothat?"Leviscoffed.

"Verywell.Youguysarefreetosendasmanymenasyouliketokillme.Icaneasilyhandlethemall!"



JonahandhisfamilyquicklyofferedseveralbowstopleadforLevi’smercy."GodofWar,pleasespare

ourlives!Wemadeamistakebytryingtokillyou!Wedidn’tknowyouweretheGodofWar!"

Theentirefamilypressedtheirheadsagainstthegroundsohardthattheirforeheadsstartedbleeding.

Jonahlookedlikehewasonthebrinkofpassingout.

"Wewillacceptanyrequestyoumakeaslongasyouspareourlives!"heimploredinafitofpanic.

HeknewhisentirefamilywouldbeannihilatediftheyincurredtheGodofWar’swrath.

TheyshouldnothavemadetheirwayovertoSouthCity.

NeverintheirwildestdreamsdidtheyimagineLevi,thebastard,toturnouttobetheGodofWar.

Withadisdainfulsmile,Levigavehisverdict."Getlost!I’mnotgoingtokillyouguystoday!Noneofyou

areworthmyeffort,andyourbloodwillonlydirtymyhands!Thegiftsfromyoudooffersome

compensation,though.Theyarequitetomyliking!"

Jonahandhisfamilyletoutasighofreliefwhentheyrealizedthattheywouldnotbekilledonthespot.

TheyweregladthattheyhadsentLevisomegiftsearlierthatday–thatgesturehadseemingly

successfullysavedtheirlives.

"WillyouguysbeabletoreachTyroneGarrison?"Leviaskedthemoutoftheblue.



"Y-Yes,wecan…"Jonahreplied.

"Verywell,gobackandtellTyronethatmymotherandIarestillaliveandkicking!Askhimtowaitfor

measImightdecidetovisithimanytimewhenIaminafoulmood!"

"Butdon’tyoudarerevealmyidentitytohim.Forthehardwork,I’llrewardyouguyswithahugegift,"

Leviinstructed.

Inquiveringvoices,theGarrisonsrespondedinunison,"Alright,we’llconveyyourmessagetoTyrone!"

"Getlostnowthen!"

AssoonasLeviallowedthemtogo,allofthemimmediatelymadearunfortheirlives.

However,Jonahandhissonsdidnotleaverightaway.

Instead,theyapproachedKirinandexplainedeverythingtohim.

"Youguysareincorrigible!"Kirinwaslivid.

NowonderBossalreadyknewwhattheywereuptoearliertoday!

TheycameheretokillBoss!

"There’snothinglefttobesaidnow.Fromtodayonward,Iwillhavenothingtodowithyouguys!Ifyou

darepullsomethinglikethisagaininthefuture,Iwillbethefirsttopunishyou!"Kirinsnappedangrily.



JonahandhisfamilymadetheirtripbacktoHaventhatnight.

Theyknewtheyhadtolielowduringthedaysthatfollowediftheywishedtosurvive.

"Dad,shouldweinformtheGarrisonclanaboutthis?Shouldwetellthemthetruth?"Seamus

questioned.

"No,weshouldn’ttellthemanything!JudgingfromtheGodofWar’stone,theremustbeafeud

betweenhimandtheGarrisonclan!Dowewanttogetimplicatedbytheirclash?"Jonahseethed.

"No,wedon’t!Afterall,theydon’ttakeusseriously,theyseeusasabunchofnobodies!"

Everyonenoddedinagreement.

"MakeaphonecalltoTyroneformenow.I’mgoingtoconveythemessagetohim,andthenI’llleave

himtosettlethemesshimself!"

JustasJonahwasgoingtodialTyrone’snumber,hereceivedacallfromtheGarrisonclan.

"Dad,someonefromtheGarrisonclaniscalling.Seemslikethey’vegottenasniffofwhathappened

already!"Seamusexclaimed.

"Passmethephone."

Jonahpickedupthecall."Hello…"

Anagedandfeeblevoicecamefromtheotherend.
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"JonahGarrison?"saidtheelderlymaninacooltone.

Jonah’sexpressiontookasharpturn,andhespokerespectfully,"Greetings,Mr.Edward."

Jonah’schangeinattitudeshowedjusthowpowerfultheotherpartytrulywas.

Thepersonspeakingtohimwasn’tevenahigh-rankingmemberoftheGarrisonclan.

ItwasamereservantwhohadmoreinfluencethanCaleb.

EdwardwasthepersonalattendantwhohadbeenassignedtotakecareofLevi’sbiologicalfather,

TyroneGarrison.Infact,themanhadbeenworkingbyTyrone’ssideeversinceTyronewasborn.

ItcouldbesaidthatEdwardwasresponsiblefordealingwitheverysinglematterregardingTyrone.

Moreover,themanwasn’tjustTyrone’sbodyguard–hewasalsothelatter’sright-handman.

ThatwasthereasonthatEdwardheldincrediblepowerwithintheGarrisonclan,eventhoughhewasn’t

amemberofthefamily.EventhemasteroftheGarrisonfamilyinHavenhadtobowdowntohim.

Theyweresimplynotonthesamelevel.

TheGarrisonclanofOaklandCitywastoopowerful;evenaservantwasseenasroyalty.



"Howdidthingsgo?Haseverythingbeensettled?"Edwardinquired.

Obviously,EdwardhadalreadyknownallaboutLeviandEmma,despiteitbeingasecret.

Still,giventhepoweroftheGarrisonclan,itwasjustamatteroftimebeforetheylearnedallaboutit,

anyway.

"Uh…"

Jonahwasalittlehesitanttoreply.

Edward’stoneturnedsternimmediately.Hedemanded,"What?Don’ttellmeyoufailed?Jonah

Garrison,youaretheheadoftheGarrisonclanfromHaven!Howcouldyouhavebeenbestedbya

bastard?TheGarrisonfamilyandIaresodisappointedinyou.Seriously,what’sthepointofkeeping

trashlikeyouaround?AllyoudoisembarrasstheGarrisonclan!"

Jonahgrewupsetafterbeingscoldedbyhim.

He’sthefreakingGodofWar!Noonecandealwithsomeonelikethat.

"Whyareyoustayingquiet?Areyoudiscontent?Well,toughluck!There’snopointinbeingdiscontent.

Mygosh,youcan’tevenkillabastard.Youlotreallyarenothingbuttrash,"growledEdward.

"There’sareasonIcouldn’tkillhim.Itdoesn’tmeantheGarrisonfamilyofHavenisweak.We’re

certainlynotthetrashyouclaimustobe!"yelledJonahangrily.

"Fine,thentellmewhatthatreasonis,"saidEdwardinanamusedtone.



"Thereasonisthatthiswholeordealdoesn’thavemuchtodowithme,anyway,soIdon’twanttodo

anythingaboutit.Satisfied?"scoffedJonah.

"Hah!Thatisnothingbutanexcusecomingfromauselessman.Wellthen,Iwillpersonallydealwith

thematterforMasterTyrone.You’llseehoweasyitistokillthatb*tchandthatbastard!"growled

Edward.

Jonahgrinnedandreplied,"Inthatcase,allowmetodeliveramessagefromLevitoTyrone.Hesaidhe

andhismotherareleadingagoodlifenow,buthetellsTyronetobepatient,fortherewillcomeaday

whenheknocksontheGarrisonfamily’sdoor."

Jonahknewthat,asfarastheGarrisonsfromOaklandCitywereconcerned,theextendedfamily

memberswerenothingmorethanmutts.

Evenamereservantwasallowedtoinsulttheextendedfamily.

ThatpoortreatmentmadeJonahupset,andhesuddenlywantedtoseeLevicrushtheGarrisonclanin

OaklandCity.

"What?Didthatbastardreallysaythat?"demandedEdward,whowasobviouslyfurious.Afterthat,the

manadded,"You’reactuallydeliveringamessageforthatbastard?Mygosh,Jonah,youreallyarean

embarrassmenttotheGarrisons.You’reworsethanascoundrel!"

"Goaheadanddissusallyoulike.I’llsitbackandwatchhowmiserableyourattempttokillhimwillbe."

TherewasnowayJonahwouldwarnEdwardaboutLevi’spowerafterbeinginsultedsothoroughlyby

themanlikethat.

"JonahGarrison,justyouwait,youuselesspieceofshit!Iwillreportthistothehigher-upssoon,andthe

GarrisonfamilyofHavenwilldefinitelybedisowned!"



Aftersayinghispiece,Edwardhungupfuriously.

"Heisreallytoomuch!"

Jonahsmashedhisphoneontotheflooroutofanger.

Helaterlookedintothedistanceandmurmured,"WhydoIgetthefeelingthathehastheabilityto

crushtheGarrisonclaninOaklandCity?"
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"Howisthatpossible?SowhatifheistheGodofWar?There’snowayhecandoanythingtothe

Garrisonclan.Theclanspentthepastthousandyearsbuildingafirmfoundation!"saidSeamus,who

didn’tbelieveinLevi.

"We’llhavetowaitandseethen."

Ontheothersideoftheline,EdwardwasstillwaitingintheNorthernregion.

Themanlookedgrouchy.

"Trash.Uttertrash!Theycan’tevenkillabastard,sohowcantheybeallowedtocallthemselvesapart

oftheGarrisonclan?"hefumed.

"That’sright!TheGarrisonclanhasplentyofmembersinErudia,butnoneofthemareofanyuse.

Stupidtrash!They’renotworthyofbeingapartoftheGarrisonclan,eveniftheybearthesame

surname!"



Afewotherschimedinandgavetheirtwocentsaswell.

"Whatdowedonext,Edward?ShouldwedeliverLevi’smessagetoMasterTyrone?"someoneasked

daringly.

"No!Wecan’tletthismatteraffectMasterTyroneatacrucialmomentlikethis.Wehavetodealwith

everythinginsecret,"informedEdwardgrimly."TheSuccessionCeremonyisrightaroundthecorner,

andMasterTyroneisabouttobenamedtheheadoftheGarrisonclan.Ifnewsaboutthatb*tchand

bastardgetsoutatatimelikethis,troublewillmostdefinitelyfollow."

"Moreover,ifMasterTyronebecomesthenewheadoftheGarrisonclan,wewillbecomethemost

powerfulservantswithintheclan.Suchamatterwillaffectourfutureaswell!"chimedanothermember.

Edward’seyesshonewitheccentricityashesaid,"Exactly!Astheservants,itisourdutytoprotect

MasterTyroneandhelphimbecomethenexthead.Weshallkillanyonewhothreatenshisposition,be

itLeviGarrisonorEmmaJones.Asforhowwe’llgoaboutdoingthat…Well,Ihaveagreatidea."

Edward’slipscurvedintoacruelsmile.

TyronehadlongcravedthepositionoftheheadoftheGarrisonclan.

Themanoncesaidthathewouldforgoeverythingandbeascruelasheneededtobetoclawhiswayup

tothatposition.

ThatwaswhytheactofabandoningEmmaandLevimeantnothingtohim.Comparedtothepositionas

theheadoftheGarrisonclan,EmmaandLeviwerenothing.

Edwardreceivedacallatthatmoment.



ThecallwasfromDamien–Tyrone’slegitimateson.

HewasthesonTyronehadwithhiswife,whomhemarriedafterheabandonedLeviandEmma.Edward

andtheothershadbeenthereateverystageofDamien’slife.Hence,theyknewjusthowcrueltheman

reallywas.

Tyronealonewasaheartlessandmercilessbeing,butDamiensomehowmanagedtobetentimes

worsethanhisfather.

Themanwilldefinitelybeaforcetobereckonedwithinthefuture.

"Edward,I’velearnedabouteverything.Mydadisonthevergeofsucceedinginobtainingtheposition

astheheadoftheGarrisonclan.Youknowwhatwillhappenifthosetwoshowupatatimelikethis,

don’tyou?"sneeredDamien.

"Weknowwhattodo,Mr.Damien.Wewilldefinitelykillyourbrother,LeviGarrison,andhismother,"

repliedEdwardwasquicktospeak,andheaccidentallyusedthewrongtermintheprocess.

"Heisnotmybrother!Thatmanisnothingbutabastard,andheisnotworthytobecalledmybrother.I

willsoonbethesuccessortothemostprominentfamilyinErudia,andhewillstayauselessbastard.I’m

warningyourightnow.DamienGarrisondoesnothaveabrother.Iammyfather’sonlyson.Doyou

hearme?Killthem!Youmustkillboththatbastardandhismother.Donotletthemsurvive,"Damien

barkedendlesslyontheotherendoftheline.

AllittookwasonewordfromEdwardtoinfuriateDamien.

AsfarasDamienwasconcerned,callingLevihisbrotherwasahugeinsult.

Damienregardedhimselfastheheiroftwonoblebloodlines,whereasLeviwasnothingbutabastard

withmixedblood.Hisbloodistainted,andhe’sinferior!Howcantheycompareanoblebeinglikemeto



that…thing?

"Ifyoufailtocrushthosetwo,youwillbetheonesIkill,"threatenedDamiengrimly.
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Edwardandtheotherspresentwerescaredsenseless.Theformer,inparticular,realizedthathehad

madeamistakeandthattheonlywayoutofitwastokillLeviGarrison.

"Bytheway,Levisentamessageover,Mr.Damien."

EdwardlatertoldDamieneverythingJonahhadtoldhim.

Thelatterwasinfuriatedwhenheheardthemessage."What?Thatbastardwantstocomeoverand

walkintoourhome?"

"Ithinkso.I’mguessingherefusedtoletgoofthisrareopportunityafterlearningabouthisfamily

background.HewilldoanythingtogetintothefamilyandforcetheGarrisonclantorecognizehimasa

member,"suggestedEdward.

"Thatisridiculous!HewantstojointheGarrisonclan?Whodoeshethinkheis?Heisnothingbuta

bastard,sohecandreamon.TheGarrisonclanisthebestofthebest,andwedon’ttakeinuseless

bastardslikethat.NowayamIgoingtoletthatbastardbeamemberofourfamilyandbelistedinour

familytree.Notachanceinhell!"Damienshouted.

"Idon’tthinkhewillletthisopportunitygosoeasily,Mr.Damien.Healreadyknowswhoheis,andhe

knowsthathislifewillbeelevatedonceheisrecognizedbythefamily."

"HecanforgetabouteversteppingfootintheGarrisonclanhome!Hell,eventhinkingaboutkneeling

beforeusandourancestorsisaprivilegeheisnotworthyof,"roaredDamiencruelly.



BothofthemmisunderstoodLevi’sintention.

Theyassumedthatthemanwouldbebeggingtobeadmittedintothefamilyandberecognizedasone.

However,whenLevisaidhewouldbevisitingtheGarrisonfamilyhome,hemeantthathewouldbe

kickingthedoordownandbringingchaos.

"Andthatiswhyyouhavethreedays.Hemustdieinthreedays!Thatbastardhasbeenbreathingfor

toolongasitis,andthatitselfisahugeenoughinsulttotheentireGarrisonclan."

Damienwasfuriousandmurderouswhenhethoughtabouttheso-calledbrotherhehadnevermet

before.

"Understood.Ipromiseitwillbedonediscreetly."

Edwardtookoffthatverynight,andhebroughthismenwithhimtoSouthHampton.

TheGarrisonclanhadanenormousbaseinthecity–itwaspracticallytheeconomicpillarofSouth

Hampton.

However,itoperatedinthedark,sonooneknewaboutit.

EventhemostprominentfamilyinSouthHampton,theGoelfamily,wasunawareofitsexistence.

AlloutsidersknewwasthattherewasacompanynamedPinnacleGroup.



Theydidn’trealizethatitwasoneofTyrone’scompaniesandthatheusedittomanagetheGarrison

clan’sassetsintheSouth.

ItturnsoutthatthecompanywasunderCaleb’smanagement.

Zoeyhadbeenbusyworkingonthenewprojectthosefewdays.

Unfortunately,Iriscamerunningthatday,tellingherthattheprojecthadhitasnag.

Atfirst,theydidn’thaveanycompetitors,allowingMorrisGrouptotakeovereasily.Everythinghad

beensetinstoneandready.

However,alarge-scalecompanypoppedoutofnowherethatday,anditthreatenedtosnatchthe

projectawayinthemostdomineeringway.

IrishadrushedovertoinformZoeyaboutit.

"Whichcompanyarewetalkingabout?"askedthelattercuriously.

"It’sacompanycalledPinnacleGroupfromSouthHampton.Itpoppedoutofnowhere,butitspowers

areincredible.ThecompanybasicallycontrolsSouthHampton’seconomy,andMorrisGroupis

definitelynotitscompetitor,"repliedIris.

ZoeyinvestigatedPinnacleGrouprightaway.

Thecompany’sinformationhadneverbeenasecret,butitwasalittledifficulttolearnaboutthem.



Shespentsometimeonitandeventuallydiscoveredsomething.

"ThecompanyisownedbyTyroneGarrison…Thatnamesoundsfamiliar.WherehaveIheardthisname

before?"shemurmuredbeforesherecalledwhothemanwas,andachillrandownherspine.Shethen

letoutagasp."Wait,TyroneGarrison…Isn’theLevi’sbiologicaldad?"
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CompetingagainsttheGarrisonclan?Whatchancedowereallyhaveofwinningifwedosuchathing?

Zoey’sfirstinstinctwastogiveup.Afterall,whatwerethechancesofheractuallysucceeding?

Especiallyiftheyalreadyhaditoutforher.

Iris’secretarywalkedintotheofficeatthatmomenttodeliveramessage.

ThewomanturnedpaleuponhearingZoey’swords.Shetheninformed,"PinnacleGroup’sperson-in-

chargewillbeherethisafternoon.I’mguessingtheyareheretotalkabouttheproject.Youshould

attendthatmeeting."

"Okay."

Zoeytookafewdeepbreaths.

SowhatifTyroneownsthecompany?SowhatiftheGarrisonclanisridiculouslypowerful?I’mtheone

whogottheprojectfirst.IwillnotletPinnacleGrouptakeitawayfromme!

LeviexaminedZoeycloselyduringlunchandcommented,"What’swrong?Youlooktroubled."

"It’snothing.I’mjustdealingwithsomeissuesfromwork."



ShenevertoldhimabouttheissuewithPinnacleGroup.

SheworriedthatunnecessarymayhemwouldensueifheknewaboutTyrone’sadvances.

It’sprobablyabetterideatokeepquiet.Afterall,thereisnowayapunyenterpriselikeourscandeal

withacorporategiantlikethat.

Thatafternoon,anumberofluxurious,blackcarsdroveup.

ThepeoplefromPinnacleGrouphadarrived.

Zoeypersonallywelcomedthem.

Theonesinchargewereawomanandtwomen.Theirassistantswerefollowingclosebehind,andallof

themwereobviouslyoutforblood.

"ZoeyLopez?Soitreallyisyou!"saidthewomanbeforeshechuckledaloud.

"Andyouare…"

Thewomanhadonapairofsunglasses,soZoeycouldnotrecognizeher.

Thelattertrembled,andhereyesshonewithsurprisewhenthewomantookhersunglassesoff.She

thenmumbled,"I-it’syou!"

"Yourememberme?Aw,Ithoughtyou’dforgottenallaboutme,"repliedthewomanasastunninggrin



appearedonherface.

"Y-you’retheperson-in-chargeofPinnacleGroup?"

"Thankstoyou.I’vebeenwellafteryouguyschasedmeoutofNorthHampton,andIamnowthevice

presidentofPinnacleGroup!"Thewomansmiled.

ThatwomanwasLyndsayGranger,Zoey’sex-BFFandsenior.

ShewastheonewhobroughtZoeyintothefieldandwas,inaway,theonewhotaughtZoeymostof

whatsheknew.

Lyndsayhadcaredforherineveryway.

However,shelaterdiscoveredthatitwasallalie.

LyndsayhadonlybeennicetohertogetclosetoLevi.

Atthetime,themanhadalreadyfoundedLeviGroup,andhiscareerwastakingoffatanincredible

speed.

Lyndsay’sgreedslowlyshoweditselfsoonafter.ShecontinuouslyhurtZoeyfrombehindthescenesand

createdanumberofillusionstomakeLevimisunderstandZoey.

Lyndsay’sworstschemeinherquesttoseparatethecouplewashavinghermendragZoeyintoahotel,

wheretheyalmostrapedher.



WhenLevilearnedaboutallthat,hechasedLyndsayoutofNorthHampton.

Hence,thetwowomenwerenowenemies.

ThatmadeLyndsayaneyesoreforZoey.

Thelatterscoffedandsaid,"ThenIguessthereisnoneedtoenterthebuilding.Ourcompanydoesnot

welcomevileb*tches."

"Whatisthatsupposedtomean,ZoeyLopez?IamPinnacleGroup’srepresentative.Howdareyouturn

PinnacleGroupaway!"growledLyndsay.

Intheend,Zoeyhadnochoicebuttoleadallofthemintothebuilding.

Oncetheygotinsidethemeetingroom,Zoeyimmediatelysaid,"Let’sgettothepoint,shallwe?I’m

busy."

Lyndsaygrinnedandreplied,"We’rehereabouttheproject.Weheardyourcompanyhasalready

acceptedit."

"That’sright.Theprojecthasalreadybeentaken.Youguyshavenoshotatobtainingitanymore.You

can’texactlystealitnow,canyou?"Zoeystatedfirmly.

Lyndsaysmiled."We’reactuallyheretostealthatproject."

Thewomanthenstoodandlookedherupanddownbeforeadding,"Zoey,I’msureyou’velearnedall

aboutwhatPinnacleGroupiscapableof.Iamhereonbehalfofthecompanyandamcommandingyou

togiveitup.Handtheprojectovertous!"
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Domineering,arrogant,andblatantcruelty.ThatwasPinnacleGroup’sstyle.Lyndsayandtheothers

knewjusthowpowerfultheforcesupportingPinnacleGroupwas,sotheydidnotrefrainfrommaking

demands.

Theyhadneverbeenafraidofanyonebecauseofthatknowledge.

Infact,theentiresouthernregionwouldknowaboutLyndsayifPinnacleGroup’smottowasn’ttostayin

thedarkandtocontroleverythingfrombehindthescenes.

Zoeywastakenabackbythewoman’sdirectanddomineeringwords.

They’regoingtosnatchitawayjustlikethat?Andshe’sdaringenoughtocommandmewithoutahint

ofshame!Theyhavenorighttodosuchshittythings.

ShehadbeentemptedtogivetheprojectupwhenshelearnedthatPinnacleGroupwasafterit.

However,thatoptionhadbecomeoneshewouldneveroptforwhenshelaideyesonLyndsay.

WhyshouldIgiveup?

"Sorry,butyouarenotmyboss.Youdon’thavetheauthoritytocommandmetodoanything.

Moreover,ourcompanyhasalreadygottentheproject.Youguyscan’tsnatchitawayevenifyouwant

to!"scoffedZoey.

"Andwhotoldyouthatyoualreadyhavetheproject?"Lyndsayaskedcruelly.



"Ourclient,ofcourse.We’vealreadymetanddiscussedeverything.TheprojectbelongstoOrientalStar

Group,andyouguysaretoolate.Pleaseleave."

Zoeyhadjustdiscussedthetermswiththeclient–shehadevenpaidthedeposit.

ItwasthenthatLyndsayletoutasmallsmile.

"Oh,theprojectbelongstoyou?Haveyousignedthecontractthen?"

"I…"blurtedZoey,whowassomewhatstunned.Shelateradded,"Regardless,Ihavealreadypaidthe

deposit.Iftheclientgoesbackonhisword,hewillhavetopayforthelegaldamages."

ZoeyheldherheadhighassheglaredatLyndsay.

Theformersuddenlyreceivedacallatthatmoment–itwasfromtheclient.

TheclientwaswillingtopaythreetimesthelegaldamagetoterminatetheircollaborationwithMorris

Group.

"Feelfreetocontinuecompetingfortheproject,though.Atfirst,thereweren’tanyviablecompetitors

againstMorrisGroup,butoneshoweduprecently,"informedtheotherpartyviathephone.

Theprojectwasmorescientificinnature,soPinnacleGroupwasn’texactlyequippedtobetooinvolved.

GettingtheotherpartytocancelthecollaborationwasthemostPinnacleGroupcoulddo.

Asaresult,ZoeywasinfaircompetitionagainstTyrone’scompany.



"So?Areyoustillcertainthattheprojectisyours?"

Lyndsaycrossedherarmsandaskedarrogantly.

"You…"growledZoey.Shewasfumingatthatmoment.

ShehadknownPinnacleGrouptobepowerful,butshehadn’texpectedthemtohavesuchastrong

influence.Itwasstrongenoughtogettheclienttobreachthecontract.Theydidallthatjusttogettous.

However,themoreunreasonablePinnacleGroupwas,themoreZoeywantedtofight.

Shewantedtogetbackathercompetitorifnothingelse.

"You’veseenwhatwe’recapableof.Areyousureyouwanttogoagainstus?"tauntedLyndsaywitha

smile.

"We’veinvestigatedyou,Ms.ZoeyLopez.OrientalStarGroupwon’tevenmakeittoourradarifit

doesn’thaveMorrisGroupbackingitup.Asfarasweareconcerned,OrientalStarGroupisnothingbut

apowerlessmaggot,"saidarepresentativeofPinnacleGroup.

Everyoneelsechuckledtauntingly.

Lyndsaygrinnedandadded,"It’sevenlessofadealwhenwedon’tevengiveashitaboutMorrisGroup.

Justhandtheprojectoverwithoutmakingafuss,Zoey.There’sactuallysomethinginitforyouifyoudo

so.Moreover,goingagainstuswillonlydestroyyou.Itmightevengetyoukilled."

"Areyouthreateningme?"Zoeyquestionedsharply,herexpressionturninggrave.



Lyndsayfeignedinnocenceandclaimed,"Howcouldthatpossiblybeathreat?Iamsimply…givingyou

somesuggestionsasyourBFF.You’llgetsomethinggreatoutofit."

"MyBFF?Idon’thavefriendslikeyou!Don’tbotherputtingupanactinfrontofme,"Zoeygrittedout.

"Haha,youjustwaitandseethen.Notonlywillthisprojectbeours,butyourcompanywillalsosoon

belongtous,"announcedLyndsaybeforeshelaughedaloud.

PinnacleGroupwasalreadyplanningonacquiringafewsizableenterprises,andbothOrientalStar

GroupandMorrisGroupwerealreadyontheirlist.

"Ohmy,howarrogantofyou."
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Avoicerangupatthatmoment,andeveryoneturnedtoseeLevistrollingintotheconferenceroom.

"You!LeviGarrison!"Lyndsaygrittedherteeth,revealinghernastynatureassoonasshespottedthe

man.

LevihadbeencruelinchasingLyndsayoutofthecityafterherevilplanwasexposed.

"AcquiringmyOrientalandMorrisGroup?Dreamon,woman!"scoffedLevi.

WhenLevifirstheardthatPinnacleGroupwastheretocausetrouble,helookedintothecompany.He

wassurprisedtoseethatitbelongedtohisbiologicalfather,Tyrone.



Hehadrushedoverimmediatelyafter.

Assuspected,ameetingwasongoing.

ShamelessvixenslikeLyndsayarethrivinginPinnacleGroup.Guessthatproveswhataterriblecompany

PinnacleGroupreallyis.

"YourOrientalandMorrisGroup?Hahaha.."Lyndsayletoutaboisterouslaugh.

Levistaredatherlikehewaslookingatalunatic.

"Howshamelessofyoutosaythat,LeviGarrison.OrientalStarGroupbelongstoZoeyandmight,ina

way,beyours.However,whatdoesMorrisGrouphaveanythingtodowithyou?"scoffedLyndsay.

"I’mgoingtobefrankwithyouall.We’redefinitelyacquiringMorrisGroup,andOrientalStarGroupis

goingdownwithit!"someonefromthesidechirped.

PinnacleGrouphadalwaysoperatedfromthedark,andTyronewasthesolereasonitwasmakingitself

knownatthatmoment.

TyronewasabouttoinheritthepositionastheheadoftheGarrisonclaninOaklandCity.

Toachievethat,heneededtoearntheapprovalofeverymemberoftheGarrisonclan.

Thatwaswhyheneededridiculouslyamazingachievementsonhisresume.

ThemanownedcorporationsalloverErudiathatalloperatedfromtheshadows.Nowwasthemoment



theyneededtoshowthemselvestotheworld.Heneededtoexpandtheiroperationstenfoldswithina

shortframeoftime.

PinnacleGroup,whichwasunderLyndsay,wastaskedwithacquiringMorrisGroupandothersizable

enterprises.

"Okay,we’llseewhocomesoutontop,"Levirepliedsweetlywithasmile.

Tyronewishestoacquiremycompany?Hah!Dreamon,oldman.There’snosayingwhichcompanywill

endupacquiringtheother.

"So,Zoey,areyousureyou’renotgoingtobackdown?"askedLyndsay.

"I’mverysure!"

"Okay,justyouwaitthen.I’lldefeatyoumercilessly,andafterIacquireyourcompany,Iwillforceyouto

getonyourknees!"

Lyndsayandtheotherswalkedawayproudlyaftersayingtheirpiece.

ZoeybitherliplightlybeforesheturnedtoLeviandasked,"Soyou’velearnedabouteverything?"

"Yeah.Youdidn’tneedtohideanythingfromme,though.TyroneandIareboundtomeeteventually,"

hereplied.

Shenodded.



Thatactuallymakessense.ShethenthoughtabouthowtheywereabouttogotowarwithTyrone’s

company.

"PinnacleGroupistoopowerful.It’sthesecretentitycontrollingeverythinginSouthHampton.I’mnot

confidentaboutgoingagainstit."Shesighed.

ShehadonlybeenthatpersistentearlierbecauseshewasatoddswithLyndsay.

However,thedifferenceintheirpowerwastoogreatinanactualwar.

"Whyareyouworried?Theydon’tgettocausemayheminourterritory,"commentedLevi;hedidn’t

seePinnacleGroupasathreatatall.

"I’mnotacoward,butPinnacleGroupistoostrong.EvenMorrisGrouphasnoshotagainstit,"replied

Zoeyexasperatedly.

Thedifferenceinthestrengthofthetwocompanieswastoomuch,anditwasnotsomethingthathard

workanddeterminationcouldmakeupfor.

"So,areyougivinguponthatproject?"Leviasked.

"Noway!I’llbesuretofightforit,"Zoeydeclaredfirmly.

ShethoughtabouthowtheprojectwouldelevateherselfandmakeitsothatneithertheLopeznorthe

Blackfamiliescouldcontrolheranymore.

ThatthoughtalonepumpedZoeyup.



"Youcanworkonotherprojectsifyouwanttoletthisonego.JustinformIrisaboutit,"saidLevi.

You’retheboss.Allyouhavetodoissaytheword,andyoucangetanotherproject.

"Levi,thatprojectvaluesoverahundredbillion.Therearen’tmanyprojectslikethatoutthere.Wecan’t

justpickandchoosetoswitchasweplease."
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ZoeystaredatLeviincredulously.Howcouldhechangetheprojectsocasually?Thisisaprojectworth

hundredsofbillions.Hashegottentoousedtobeingalayabout?Howcouldhemakeeverythingsound

socasual?

Littledidsheknowthatitonlytookonesentencefromhertochangeaproject.

ThePinnacleGroupownedalargebuildinginSouthCity,whichLyndsayandtheothersenior

managementmembersreturnedto.

"It’ssimple.Justgetridofthishundredbilliontechnologyprojectfirst.WecanthenchipawayatMorris

Groupbitbybit!"

Lyndsayandtheothershadalreadyplannedouttheannexationindetail.

Theywereindeepdiscussionwhenthedoortotheconferenceroomwassuddenlypushedopen.

Sevenpeoplewalkedin.

Anoldmandressedinagreensuitwasleadingthegroup.Hisimposingmannerismcombinedwiththe

murderousauraheemittedmadeeveryonepresentholdtheirbreaths.



"W-welcome,M-Mr.Edward,thankyouforhonoringuswithyourpresence.W-weapologizefor…"

ThefewseniormanagementmembersofPinnacleGroupimmediatelykneltdowninhispresence.

"Kneelimmediately!"

Tremblingwithtrepidation,Lyndsayandtherestallgotontheirknees.

TheGarrisonclanimposedverystrictrulesontheirmembers;theywereexpectedtokneelthemoment

anyofthemmetapersonofhighranking.

Otherwise,itwouldbeconsideredasashowofdisrespect,whichwasakintoastraightpathtohell.

JaydenYolander,thecurrentleaderofPinnacleGroup,understoodthatthismeantthatsomethingbig

wasabouttohappen.

SomeoneofEdward’slevelwouldnotappearevenonceinthirtyyears.

Therefore,forhimtomakeanappearancemeantthatsomethingbigwasabouttohappen.

"Iheardthatyouallhavedonequitewell,seeingastohowyoualreadyhaveSouthHampton’seconomy

underyourcontrol.ContinueyourexpansionandfighttoacquireallthepropertyintheSouth.Thiswill

beofincrediblehelptoMasterTyroneoncehesecureshispositionastheleaderoftheGarrisonclan!"

Edwardproclaimedloudly.

"Understood.We’renowplanningtoacquireMorrisGroupthatisbaskinginthelimelightrightnow.

Thiswilldefinitelybeanaddedadvantagetous,"Jaydeninformed.



Hethenaskedbravely,"Areyouhereforthatbastard,Mr.Edward?"

"IndeedIam.Hehasalreadybecomeasnakeinthegrass,andIhavetogetridofhimpersonally!"

Edwardrepliedcoldly.

"Whichbastard?"

Lyndsayandtherestwereallpuzzledbyhisremark.

"OfcourseIwillletyouknowwhoheis!He’sactuallyrighthere.He’sLeviGarrison…"

Edwardtoldthemthegistofeverything.

LyndsayflewintoaragewhensheheardthatthemanEdwardwasreferringtowasLevi."Peoplelike

himshouldhavebeenkilledalongtimeago!"

"Oh,wouldyoumindelaboratingfurtheronwhyyou’resoangered?"Edwardaskedhercuriously.

"Leviisanunscrupulous,materialistic,andinsidiouslycunningperson!Ithinkhewilldefinitelymakeuse

ofhispositionasanOaklandCityGarrisontodosomething…Iknowhischaracterverywell!Ihaveno

doubtthathewillusehimselfandhismothertothreatentheGarrisonclan!"

Edwardturnedfurious."Indeed,onceabastard,alwaysabastard!Sowhatifhehasnoblebloodrunning

throughhisveins?Clearly,he’sabastardwho’sunworthyofbelonginginourfamily.Howcansucha

despicablepersoncallhimselfaGarrisonwhenheisfilledwithnothingbutdeep-rooted

shamelessness?"



EdwardfeltthatLevihadbecomeahugeinvisiblethreat.

"Die,thebastardmustdie!"Edwardshoutedvehemently.

"Mr.Edward,howdoyouproposewedealwithhim?Willyoubepersonallyhandlingit?"Jaydenasked.

WoulditbeoverkilltohaveEdwarddealwithitdirectly?

"ItisnotappropriateformetodosuchathingasitcouldimpactMasterTyronenegativelyifpeople

noticeit,"Edwardrepliedfirmly.

"Now,yougoaheadandreleaseakillorderonthedarkweb.WhoeverkillsLeviGarrisonandEmma

Joneswithinonedaywillberewardedwiththreebillion!"

"
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Lyndsayinhaledsharplywhensheheardthat.ThreebillionjusttotakeLevi’swretchedlife?Isn’tthat

beingoverlygenerous?HowcouldLevithelowlifebeworththatmuch?

ShewasnottheonlyonewhofeltthatthepriceforLevi’sheadwasalittletoohigh.Nonetheless,this

wasEdward’scommand,anditwasimperativethatJaydenfollowedthrough.



Themanimmediatelyreleasedthisinformationonthedarkweb.Swiftly,numerouselitefightersand

assassinsheededthecall.

ThetopfightersoutsideofErudiacouldnotdoanythingbutwatchenviouslyasthedeadlinewasway

tooshortforthemtomakeatripforthemission.

TheycouldbarelyreachErudiaintime,letalonekillLevi.

Suddenly,alltheelitefightersofSouthernErudiahadgatheredenthusiastically.

Nobodyhadanytimetolose.

Afterall,threebillionwasbeingoffered!

"Mr.Edward,withinthirtyminutes,aroundonehundredtopassassinshaveheededthecall.The

numberisstillgrowing!"

JaydensmiledingleeashereportedtoEdward.

"Alright,nomatterhowmuchofageniusLeviGarrisonis,hewillnotescapethistime!"

IncomparisontoJayden,Edwardwascompletelycalm.

EdwardwassuddenlyremindedofJonahGarrison,sohegavethemanacall.

"Youbetterwatchout,Jonah,youpieceoftrash.You’regoingtoseehowLeviisgoingtodieinone



day."

Stunned,theothermanonthelineimmediatelyshouted,"Edward,listentomeandgetyourselfbackto

OaklandCityasquickasyoucan!TellTyroneaboutthisandlethimhandleit.Don’tgetyourself

involvedinthis."

"Haha,whyshouldIdothat?ShouldIbeafraidofhim?Icanhandlesomethingsmalllikethisonmyown.

WhywouldIneedtotroubleMasterTyrone?"

Edwardwasfullofconfidence.

HecouldnotimaginewhatkindofabilityLeviwouldpossessinordertosurviveundersuchextreme

conditions.

"Fine,don’tsayIdidn’twarnyou."

"Hmph,allofyouuselessgood-for-nothings!AndyoudarecallyourselvesGarrisons?"

Jonahletoutabitterlaugh."Anotherignoramus."

Edwardcompletelydisregardedtheman’swords,merelyviewinghimasauselesscoward.

Moreover,whatwavescouldabastardlikeLeviraise?

LyndsaywasthehappiestofthemallwhenshefoundoutthatLeviwasabouttodie.

ThewomanstillheldadeepgrudgeoverhowLevihaddrivenheroutofthecitysixyearsago.Revenge



hadalwaysbeenonhermind.

ShehadtheintentiontokillbothLeviandZoey,andtheopportunitywasbeingpresenteditselfbefore

herrightnow.

AfterLevidied,shewishedtotortureZoeytodeath.

TheworkersofMorrisGroupfinishedtheirworkwhennightfell.

LeviandZoeywereabouttoheadhomewhentheysawLyndsaywaitingforthem.

"What’sthematter?Oldfriendscan’tcomelookingforeachother?Areyoutwoactuallygoingtoignore

melikethis?"Lyndsaysniggered.

"Canwehelpyou?"Leviaskedcoldly.

"I’mheretodeliverapieceofbadnews."

Lyndsaycouldn’thelpbutchuckleinanticipationatseeingthelookontheirfaces.

"Oh?"Leviwasbaffled.She’sheretotellmewhat?

"Zoey,pleasegiveusamoment.I’vesomethingtosaytohim!"

LevipattedZoeylightlyinassuranceandthewomanwalkedtooneside.



"Alright.Whatsortofnewsareyouheretotellme?"Leviasked.

"You’reabouttodie!"LyndsaystaredatLevi,aferociousexpressionplayingonherface.

"Youwillnotlivetoseetomorrowmorning’ssun!I’vebeenwaitingforthisdaytocomeforaverylong

time.It’sapitythatyou’llbeunabletowatchhowI’lltortureZoeyafteryourdeath.Don’tworrythough,

shewillsurelycomeandkeepyoucompanyinhell!"

Lyndsaythenletoutaloudlaughmaniacally.

"I’mabouttodie?Hahaha…"

UponseeingLevilaugh,Lyndsaylookedathim,confused.

Wasn’t…wasn’theafraidofdeath?

"I’mtellingyou,youaredefinitelygoingtodiesoon,despitewhoyoumaybe!"

Shegrittedherteethinanger.

Withadeepenedsmile,themansaid,"Let’shaveabet,shallwe?IbetthatIwillstillbealivetomorrow!

Justyouwaitandsee!"
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"Alright,ifIseeyoualivetomorrow,I’llkneelinfrontofyourighthere,atyourcompanyentrance!"

Lyndsayagreedtothebetheproposedrightaway.



SheknewabouttheplansthathadbeensetinmotionandalsoknewthatEdwardwastheone

overlookingthefight.TherewasnowayLeviwillbeabletoavoiddeath.Thiswaswhyshewasableto

engageinthebet.

"Alright."

LevithenapproachedZoeyfrombehind.

Thelatteraskedcuriously,"WhywasLyndsaylookingforyou?"

"Shesaysshewantstokneelinfrontofmetomorrow…"Levianswerednonchalantly.

Thewomanstaredathimwithastonishment."Oh?HasLyndsaygonemad?Sheactuallywantstokneel

infrontofyou?"

"Shemighthavejustfoundherconscience!Weshallwaittowatchherkneeltomorrow."

Zoeywasstillbefuddledbythewholesituation."That’sstrange.Whywouldshesuddenlysaysuchan

absurdthing?"

Afterdinnerthatnight,Levileftthemanor.

FromwhatLyndsayhadtoldhim,heknewthattheGarrisonclanwasabouttotakeactiononhim.

Thematterwasnolongeraboutthedifferentbranchfamilies.ItwasdefinitelytheGarrisonclanfrom

OaklandCity.



Hence,heneededtodosomepreparationtocountertheirattacks.

Levisoonarrivedatthewarzonecompound.

"Phoenix,runacheckonallthestrangersthathaveenteredSouthCitytodayandsieveoutallthe

targets!"Levicommanded.

"Alright,butthereisacertainlevelofdifficultyhere.IwillneedtoactivatetheIronBrigade’sSkynetin

ordertorunsuchacheck."

Phoenixfrowned.

Levinodded."Alright,I’llgrantyoutheaccessauthority!"

TheIronBrigade’sSkynetwouldaidPhoenix’sinvestigationasitcoveredeverycornerofthecity.

Thiswouldmeanthattheelitefighters,whohadcomeintothecitytomurderLevi,hadnowheretohide.

TheywereallcoveredbythisSkynet.

"Atthesametime,gettheCavalryRegimentready.WhenPhoenixconfirmsthetargets,AzureDragon,

getridofeveryoneofthem!"

"Yes,Sir!"

AzureDragonnodded.

Aftergivingalltheinstructions,LeviheadedhometoaccompanyhismotherandZoeyasifnothinghad



happened.

Meanwhile,atGoldenPlaza.

EdwardandJayden,togetherwiththerestofthem,werepayingconstantcloseattentiontothe

situation.

Lyndsaywasveryconcernedaboutthisparticularmatter,soshehadrequestedtostay.

"Mr.Edward,uptillnow,threehundredandeighty-eightelitefightershavearrived!Thenumbersare

growing,anditisexpectedtogrowtofivehundredbeforetwelveo’clock!"

Jaydenchuckledquietly."Fivehundredelitefighters?Nomatterhowpowerfulheclaimstobe,Levi

won’tknowwhathithim!"

"Allofthemaretopassassins!Hewillhavenochanceatsurvival!"Edwardgrowledcoldly.

Thiswasbecausetheyhadpurposelysetaprerequisitewhentheyreleasedthemissiononthedarkweb

–onlytopeliteswereallowedtotakeupthismission.

Leviwasabouttobeassassinatedbythetopfivehundredelitefighters.

Lyndsaywasextremelyexcitedtohearofsuchplans.

DeathwillsurelyclaimLevi,evenifthemanhastenlives!

Howcouldheplacesuchabetsayingthathewillsurvivetheattacks?



Hah,whatajoke!LeviGarrison,youstillwantmetokneelbeforeyou?Thatwon’teverhappen!Youwill

neverhavesuchanopportunityinthislifetime!Iwillnotgiveittoyou!

Finally,twelveo’clockarrived.

"Howmanypeoplehavenowgathered?"Edwardquestioned.

Damienhadalreadypressedhimaboutthesituationonce.

ItseemedliketheGarrisonclanofOaklandCitywasgrowinganxiousaboutthematter.

"There’scurrentlyatotaloffivehundredandthirty-eightpeople!Therewardisabundant,sopeopleare

rushingtomaketheirwayhere!"Jaydeninformedgleefully.

"Alright,letthembegintheirhunt!"Edwardcommanded.

TheleaderofPinnacleGroupimmediatelyreleasedthecommandinthedarkweb:Commenceaction!

"Levi,don’tblamemeforkillingyou.Bastardssimplyhavenoplaceinthisworld!"

AchillyglareflashedacrossEdward’seyes.

Oncethecommandaired,peoplebeganhuntingLeviGarrison,roamingeverycornerofSouthCityfor

him.

ManyfixedtheireyesonLevi’sresidence,planningtotargethimthere.
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Leviwasalreadyserenelyasleepinhisbed.Heknewnobodywouldbeabletogetclosetohismanor

thatnight.

Atthewarzonecompound,Phoenixwasbusycontrollingafewcomputers.Thereweredensereddots

onthemapabove.

Thereddotsindicatedtheirtargets–theelitefighterswhohadheededtheGarrisonclan’scallto

assassinateLevi.

"Theyhavestartedtotakeaction!"

ThroughtheSkynetsurveillance,alltheassassinswereclearlyseenmovingtowardsthecitycenter.

"Alright,lettheCavalryRegimentbeginaction!"Phoenixordered.

"Ontopofthat,thereareotherpeoplewhoarestilltryingtogetintoSouthCity!"sheinformed.

"Leavethatmattertous!Fromnowon,wewillnotallowanyonetoenterthecity."

AzureDragonandKirin,togetherwiththeirteam,soonbegantotakeaction,keepingalltheelite

fightersfromenteringthecitytojointhehunt.

Amongsttheseelitefighters,thespeediestteamhadtobetheSoutheasternTigers.Thesethree

brothershadbeenpracticingmartialartssincetheywereyoungandwereincrediblyskilled.



TheymadetheirwaynearLevi’smanorveryquickly.

"We’rethefirsttoarrivehere.OncewekillLeviandhismother,therewardofthreebillionwillbeours."

Withexcitementintheireyes,theSoutheasternTigersrushedintothemanor.

However,attheverynextmoment,twofiguresappearedinfrontofthem.

ThetwoofthemwereLionfangKnights.

Inaninstant,theSoutheasternTigerslosttheirconsciousnessandfellontotheground…

Moreassassinssoonemergedaroundthemanor.Themomenttheyattemptedtoentertheresidence,a

fewmorefiguresappearedbeforethem.

Theyallsharedonesimilarity–theywereallLionfangKnights.

Onebyone,theydisappeared.

Foreachassassinthatpoppedup,anotherwoulddefinitelyvanish.

Thenumberofassassinswhoarrivedwasrisingrapidly…

Onehundred…

Twohundred…



Fivehundred….

Fivehundredthirtyeight…

Intheend,morethanfivehundredpeoplehaddisappeared–noneofthemhadmanagedtogetclose

tothemanor.

Oncealltheassassinshadbeentakencareof,eighteenfiguresaroundthemanordissipated

immediately.

TheCavalryRegimenthadcompletedtheirmission.

…

AttheGoldenPlaza.

Jaydenandtherestcouldnothelpfeelingalittleanxious.

"It’salreadybeenhalfanhour.Whyhastherebeennonewsatall?"

Theybeganpacingupanddowntheroom.

Lyndsaywasnotpresentthere.Shehadleftwhenshefoundoutthattheelitefighterswereheadedto

killLevi.

"Mr.Edward,shouldIsendsomeonetheretocheckwhat’sgoingon?"Jaydenaskedworriedly.



"Thereisnoneedforthat.Suchbigmovementswillonlyattractattention.Wecannotrevealour

identities,"Edwardcautioned.

"Can’tyouallhavealittlepatience?Whatareyouafraidof?YouthinkLevididnotdie?That’llbe

impossible!"

Edwardshotdaggersatallofthem.

"Understood."

So,everyonecontinuedwaitingwithbatedbreath.

However,anotherhoursoonpassed,andsomethinghadyettohappen.

Bynow,Edwardcouldnolongermaintainhiscalmcomposure.

HowcouldfivehundredelitefighterstakesolongtokillLeviandhismother?

Somethingmusthavegonewrong…

Someoneanalyzedthesituationandinsinuated,"Let’swaitalittlelonger.Therecouldhavebeena

conflictwhentheywerefightingoverthejob.Afterall,thekillergetsthreebillion.Anyonewouldfight

forthis!"

"That’strue!Outofmorethanfivehundredpeople,therewillonlybeonepersonoroneteamthatwill

endupwiththatthreebillion.TheymustallbefightingtomurderLevirightnow!"



Edwardagreedwithsuchananalysis.

Hence,everyonecontinuedwaiting.

However,anotherhourpassedwithnonewsbeingreported.

"This…"

Edwardwasgrowingincreasinglyimpatient.

"Ohno,ohno…"

Atthatmoment,someoneraninbearingbadnews.
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"Whathappened?"Edwardimmediatelyquestioned.

"Theexpertshavevanishedinexplicably,allfivehundredthirty-eightofthem!It’sasiftheywerenever

evenhere!"

What?

Everyonefeltasiftheyhadbeenstruckbylightningwhentheyheardthispieceofshockingnews.

"What?Theyallvanished?Everysingleoneofthem?"



Edwardwasinshockanddisbelief,justlikeeveryoneelsearoundhim.

"That’sright!It’stoostrange!Everyoneactuallydisappeared!Ontopofthat,therewasnosignoffight

norstruggleatthescene.NoneofthemactuallyreachedLevi’sresidence.Theyjustvanishedintothin

air…"thepersonreportedinahurry.

"Howisthatevenpossible?Fivehundredelitefightersdisappearingintothinair?That’sclearlynot

possible!"

Jaydenwasshockedtothecore.

Edwardtookadeepbreathbeforehespoke."Someonemusthavetakenactionagainstthem!

Otherwise,howcanoneexplainthedisappearanceofmorethanfivehundredelitefighters?Suchan

occurrenceissimplyabsurd!"

Everyonewasjustasconfusedashim."Butwhohastheabilitytomakemorethanfivehundredelite

fighterssuddenlydisappearwithoutatrace?Suchafeatisclearlyimpossible!"

"Yes,whocouldpossesssuchabilitiesandpower?Itdefinitelycan’tbeLevi;hedoesn’thavesuchstrong

abilities!"

Leviwasthefirstpersontheyeliminatedfromtheirlistofpossiblesuspects.

Edwardsuddenlythoughtofsomethingandasked,"Hastherebeensomeoneprominentwhoarrived

herenottoolongago?"

"Cometothinkofit,Mr.Edward,thereisindeedsomeoneprominenthere.TheGodofWarishere,and

hehasapparentlykilledanumberofprominentfigures,"Jaydentoldhim.



"Then,itmusthavebeentheGodofWarwhonoticedtheseelitefighters.Withhispower,hecan

definitelymakemorethanfivehundredpeopledisappearinstantly!"Edwardcontemplatedoutloud.

"Inthiscase,isLevireallythatlucky?DidtheGodofWaractuallysavehislife?"Jaydenexclaimed

helplessly.

EdwardwassuddenlyremindedofJonah’swarning.

Thelatterhadalreadywarnedhimnottotakeaction.

"WhatcouldtheGarrisonfamilyofHavenfinddifficultaboutkillingabastard?Howcanthatbepossible?

IguessJonahandtheresthavealreadymettheGodofWar."

EverythingsoonmadesensetoEdward.

"Yes,that’spossible.IheardthatJonahwasoncesavedbyKirin,whoreportstotheGodofWar.Hence,

it’sonlylogicalthathewouldnotdaretodoanythingundertheirwatchfuleye!"

JaydenaffirmedEdward’sspeculation.

Edwardslammedhishandsonthetableviolently.

"That’stosay,aslongaswearehere,wewillnotbeabletokillLevi?"Edwardsnarled.

"Itseemslikeit!WhateverwedowillbeobservedbytheGodofWar,andthereisnowayofescaping

hisscope."



"Howcanonebastardbesolucky?"Edwardsneered.

Damienhadsaidthattherestofthemwouldhavetodieifthebastarddidnot.

"ThinkofawaytogetLeviandhismotheroutofhere.Getthemtoaplacewherewearenotunderthe

sightoftheGodofWar!"Edwardorderedashetriedtokeepthetoneofexasperationoutofhisvoice.

"Yes,sir!"

"Ohyes,Mr.Edward,I’veheardthattheGodofWarisalsoaGarrison.CouldhebeoneoftheGarrisons

ofOaklandCity?ApartfromtheGarrisonclanofOaklandCity,nootherGarrisonbranchhastheability

toproduceasuperiortalentlikethis!"

Jaydencouldnothelpbutask.

"Ohyes,whentheGodofWarappearedoutofnowhere,weassumedthathewasaGarrisontalent!

However,afterweinvestigated,wefoundoutthatitwasnotso!BoththeGrandMasterandMaster

TyronewisheshewereaGarrisontoo!"

"IftheGodofWarbelongstotheGarrisonclanofOaklandCity,ourpositionwillsurelybefurther

elevated!"
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Edwardwashopefulaswell.

TheGrandMaster,KennyGarrison,Tyrone’sfather,whowasalsoLevi’ssupposedgrandfather,hadonce

saidthatiftheywereevertomeettheGodofWar,themanwastobetheirgod-grandson.Theyshared

thesamelastnameanyway;theirpositionsandranksalsoperfectlymatched.



"Comeon,ifthisbastardhadevenone-tenthoftheGodofWar’spowers,wouldtheGarrisonclanneed

tokillhim?MasterTyroneandeventheGrandMasterhimselfwouldneedtopleadforhimtoreturnto

thefamily!"

Edwardsighed.

Jaydenallowedhimselftosmile."Howcouldyousaysuchathing,Mr.Edward?Howcouldyoucompare

abastardtotheGodofWar?Thereisnopointofcomparisonbetweenthetwoofthematall!"

"That’strue.ThebastardismilesandmilesbeneaththeGodofWar!"

Edward’seyesscannedtheroombeforehesaid,"Thinkabouthowwecangetthetwoofthemoutof

there!"

TowhichJaydenreplied,"Mr.Edward,Ihaveanidea!"

"Outwithitthen!"

"Mr.Edward,youcouldusetheGarrisonclanofOaklandCity’snametoissueacommandtotheSouth

Hampton’sJoneses.YoucouldinstructthemtobringEmmaJoneshomeandreinstateheridentityasa

Jones.Withthat,EmmaandLeviwilldefinitelyleavefortheJonesresidence.Bythen,won’ttheybe

readyforslaughter?"

Jaydenchuckledmenacinglyafterhesharedhisthoughts.

Edwardnoddedinsatisfaction,saying,"Brilliant!Wewillgowithwhatyouhaveproposedthen!"



Hethenadded,"Iwillarrangeforagroupoftopassassinstolieinambushthroughouttheirjourney.

ThemomentLeviappearsinSouthHampton,theywillinstantlydecimatehim."

Thatnightitself,EdwardbroughthismentotheJonesresidenceinSouthHampton.

"Michael,sinceEmmahasbeenfreed,reinstateheridentity!ThisisanorderfromtheGarrisonclan!"

Edwarddeliveredhiscommanddirectly.

Michael,theheadoftheJoneses,didnotthinktoomuchaboutsuchanorder.

WhenheheardthathewasallowedtobringEmmahome,hewasveryemotionalandimmediately

agreedtodoso.

Thenextday.

EverythingwentaboutasnormalamongLevi’sfamily;itwasasifnothinghadhappened.

However,ahugeearthquakehadoccurredlastnight…

ZoeyandEmmawerecompletelyignorantaboutit.

"Zoey,youshouldheadtoworkfirst.Ihavesomethingtodohere,"Leviinformed.

Hethenheadedtothewarzonecompoundtofindoutmoreaboutlastnight’ssituation.



LyndsaywashidinginadarkcornerinfrontoftheMorrisGroupbuilding,observinghersurroundings

theentiretimeshewasthere.

ShewascampedouttheretoconfirmLevi’sdeath.

ShehadresortedtosuchmeasuresasJaydenhadnotcaredtoupdateheronanything.

"Oh?OnlyZoeyishere.Andshe’swalkinginsuchahurry?Leviisdefinitelydead!"

Lyndsayalmostlaughedoutloud.

Hermosthatedenemywasfinallydead!

"Levi,takealookathowIwilltortureZoeynow!"

LyndsaylaughedoncemorebeforesheputonhershadesandwalkedtowardstheentranceofMorris

Group.

"I’mhereforZoey!"

ShewalkedintoZoey’sofficewithanairofarrogance."Oh,you’restillinthemoodtocometowork,Ms.

Lopez?Whydon’tIseeyoucrying?"

SuchastatementmadeZoeyveryconfused.

What’supwithLyndsay?Istheresomethingwrongwithher?



ShesaidshewantedtokneelinfrontofLeviyesterday,andheresheistoday,spoutingstrangethings.

What’swrongwithher?

"Areyoualright?"Zoeyasked.

"I’mjustheretoseeyou.Mentally,you’realotstrongerthanIexpectedyoutobe.AndhereIwas

expectingyoutocollapse.OrdoyouactuallynotloveLevinorcareabouthimatall?"

Lyndsaywasintriguedbyhowtheotherwomanbehaved;itwasasifnothinghadhappened.

"WhatdoyoumeanIdon’tcareabouthim?OfcourseIlovehim."

Zoeywasgettingmoreandmorebefuddled.

Whatissheevendoinghere?

Atthatverymoment,theofficedooropened,andinwalkedLevi.

"Ghost!"Lyndsayscreamedoutloudwhenshesawhim.
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"Ghost?Zoeygrewevenmoreconfused.

WhyonearthisLyndsayspoutingnonsense?

"DoIlooklikeaghosttoyou?"Levichuckledatherquestion.



Lyndsaygawkedatthemanwithafrightenedandincredulousexpression.

"She’sactingreallyweird.Whydoesshekeeptalkinggibberish?"

Zoey’sbeautifulbrowsfurrowedslightly,andbewildermentglintedinherbig,roundeyes.

"She’sheretokneelbeforeme."

Withthat,Levidraggedtheterrifiedwomanoutoftheofficeandtothefrontofthecompany’sentrance.

OnlythendidLyndsayslowlyregainhercomposure.

"You…You’renotdead?"sheaskedindisbelief.

"ItoldyouIwouldn’tdie,didn’tI?"Levichuckled.

Thewomanhurriedlysentatexttoseekconfirmationonthematter,andJaydensoonverifiedthat

Levi’sdeathdidnotoccurasplanned.

"Howareyoustillalive?Itshould’vebeenimpossible!"

Shecouldn’twrapherheadaroundthisfact.

"Whydoyousayso?Didyousendsomeonetomurderme?"



ThegrinonLevi’sfacegrewevenwiderashespoke.

"No,no…Ishouldactuallygetgoing…"

Turningaround,Lyndsaytriedtoscurryaway.

"Holdon.DidIsayyoucouldleave?"

Levi’svoiceechoedinherears.

"What?Howcanyoustopmefromleaving?Whatareyoutryingtodo?"sheretortedfearlessly.

I’mnotscaredofhim.He’sjustanillegitimatebastardwho’sgoingtolosehislifeanytime.

"Doyoustillrememberourbetyesterday?"

HiswordsmadeLyndsay’sexpressionfall.Yet,thewomangrittedherteeth,denyingit."Ourbet?What

betareyoutalkingabout?Idon’tknowathingaboutit."

"Besides,you’renotqualifiedtohaveeverplacedabetwithme,"sheadded.

"Yousaiditrighthereyesterdayevening.YoutoldmethatifI’mstillalivetoday,you’llkneelbeforeme

now,"Levistatedslowly,enunciatingeveryword.

"Noway!Nosuchthinghappened!WhywouldIagreetosuchalamebet?"Lyndsaydeniedadamantly.



"Moveaside!I’mleaving!"

Sheattemptedtoshovehimoutoftheway,buthecaughtaholdofherandsaid,"I’llletyougoonlyif

youkneeltome."

Levi’svoicewasicecoldandintimidating.

Lyndsay’sfaceflushedinembarrassment.

OfcourseIrememberthebet.Butthere’snowayI’mgoingtokneeltothisbastard!That’llbethe

humiliationofalifetime!I’mthevicepresidentofthePinnacleGroupandaprominentfigureunderthe

GarrisonclanofOaklandCity.Accordingtothenormsintheupperechelonsofsociety,I’mnoblerthan

theothersbecauseofmycloseassociationwiththeGarrisonclan.It’llbesoembarrassingifIkneel

beforealowlyillegitimatesonlikehim.Sothere’snowayI’mgoingtoadmitit.

"Youclaimedthatthere’sabetbetweenus.Doyouhaveanyproofofit?"sheasked,continuingtoinsist

thatshehadnothingtodowithwhateverbetthemanwastalkingabout.

OnlyLeviandIwerehereyesterday,soI’msurehehasnoproof.

Leviburstintomockinglaughter.

"Youwantproof?Ihaveit."

HetookhisphoneoutandplayedarecordingofwhatLyndsayhadsaidyesterday.

Hervoicesoundedfromthephonespeakers,anditwasclearthatshehadindeedsaidshewouldkneel

toLeviifhewasn’tdead.



"You…You…"

Neverhadshethoughtthathewouldhaverecordedtheirconversation.

Shewasn’tawareofthefactthatLeviactuallymadeahabitofkeepingpiecesofevidencewheneverhe

wasdealingwithcunningpeoplelikeher.

"Whatelsedoyouhavetosay?Kneelbeforemenow,"hesneeredather.

Lyndsayshothimadeathstareandsaid,"Sowhatifyouhaveproof?Therecordingmustbefake!Even

ifit’sreal,Iwasonlyjoking.Howdareyouaskmetokneel?Dreamon!Neverinyourlifetimewillyoube

qualifiedformetokneelbeforeyou.It’llbeimpossibleforyoutomakemedosuchathing!"

Lyndsaycontinuedtoinsistonleavingshamelessly.

Leviscowled.Alright.Iguessthere’sonlyonewaytohandleascoundrellikeher.
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Theonlywayformetogetmypointacrosswouldbemehittingher.

Crispandloud,atightslaplandedonLyndsay’scheek.

Shewasdumbstruckbythesuddenblowhehadlandedonher,soshestaredatLeviinutterdisbelief.

"Howdareyouslapme?"



"Ionlydidsobecauseyourefusedtokneelbeforeme."

Levithengaveheranotherslap.

Withinseconds,thewoman’sreddenedfaceswelledupseverely.

"I’llhityouoncemoreifyoudon’tgetonyourknees."

Anotherslap!

"Areyougoingtokneelornot?"

Justwhenhewasabouttoslapherforthefourthtime,Lyndsayfellheavilytoherkneeswithathudin

frontofhim,beggingwithawhimper,"I…Iwillkneelnow…Don’thitmeanymore…"

ShekneltbeforeLevitentimes.

Inthemeantime,theemployeesoftheMorrisGrouplookedatthetwowithcuriosityintheireyes.

EvenZoeyandIriswerewatchingthesceneplayout.

"Iris,what’sgoingon?WhywouldthearrogantLyndsayGrangerkneelinfrontofLevi?Thisis

unbelievable!"Zoeyexclaimed.

Asecretarybesidethemagreed,"You’reright.LyndsayisthevicepresidentofPinnacleGroup.Why

wouldshedothis?"



Irisonlygavethewomananawkwardsmilewithoutsayingaword.

Becausehe’stheomnipotentbossofMorrisGroup.

Staringatthescenedownstairs,ZoeywasintriguedbyLevi,theenigmaticman.

Hesureisamanofmystery.

Levistoodatthecompany’sentranceandflashedLyndsayhalfasmile."Youwouldn’thavegotten

slappedifyouhadjustbeenhonestandkneltbeforeme."

Thewomanscuttledawayhastilyonceshefinishedkneelingtohim.

Hereyeswerefullofhostilityandresentmentassheleftinahurry.

Sixyearsago,hechasedmeoutofNorthHampton,andthatmomentwasthebiggestshameinmylife.

Now,hemademegothroughsuchterriblehumiliationagain.

Herhatredtowardhimbegantogrowevenstronger.

"Justyouwait,LeviGarrison.Iwon’tletyouoffthehookforthis!"shegrowledathimthroughgritted

teeth.

However,Levicouldn’tcarelessaboutherandherthreats."Youcouldn’tstandagainstmesixyearsago,

letalonenow."

LyndsayrushedovertoaskJaydenaboutLevi,andthelattergaveherastraightforwardanswer,telling



herthatshehadnorighttoenquireaboutthematter.

ItwaslateatnightwhenLevireachedhome.

HesawEmmaoozingdelightandexcitementwhenhesteppedintohishouse.

"Mom,whatmadeyousohappy?"heasked.

"Levi,yourgrandpahasaskedmetoheadbacktotheJonesresidence.He’sgoingtoreinstatemeasthe

daughteroftheJonesfamilyandrewritemynameonthefamilyregisterinourfamily’sancestral

shrine,"hismotherrepliedwithmuchenthusiasm.

Thewomandidn’thavemanywishes.ReturningtotheJonesfamilywasoneofthem.

Nevertheless,Levi’sbrowsknittedtogetherathismother’swords.

TheJonesesnevermentionedthisbefore.WhydotheywanttoreinstateMomallofasudden?

Heletoutasnickerasawaveofrealizationhithim.

ThismustbeanorderfromtheGarrisonclan.MichaelmusthavethoughttheGarrisonclanhasdecided

toletbygonesbebygonesandthinksthatthey’vestoppedgoingagainstmomandI.Littledoesheknow

thatthisisjustaschemeoftheirs.TheGarrisonclanistryingtolureusoutofheresothattheycankill

usonthewaytotheJonesresidenceorinSouthHampton.

MichaelcametopickEmmauphimselfthenextday.



Thefather-and-daughterduodelightedlychattedforawhileuponseeingeachother.

Emmaaskedinquisitively,"Dad,didtheGarrisonclanreallyaskyoutoreinstatemeasyourdaughter?

Doesthismeantheywon’tpursuethematteranymore?"

Michaelletoutalightlaughwhilenoddinghishead."That’sforsure.Ibelievetheywillstopholdingyou

accountable.That’swhyI’mallowingyoutocomebackhome."

Sheshedtearsofjoyatthenews.

"Finally,mysonandIaresafe.Wecannowliveinpeace."

Levichosenottodebunktheschemetooearly.I’mokaywithitaslongasmomishappy.
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"Mr.Garri…Levi,let’sheadoffthen."Thankfully,MichaelreactedquicklyenoughnottoaddressLevi

wrongly.

"Sure,let’sgetmoving."

Soon,alargeconvoyoftheJonesfamily’sluxuriouscarscouldbeseenheadedtoSouthHampton.

Thistime,Michaelhademployedthemostimpressivehomecomingetiquettebecauseoftheguilthe

felttowardhisdaughterandLevi’sstatus.

Inthecar,Emmacouldbarelycontainhereagernesstoheadhome.



TheGarrisonclanhasfinallyoverlookedthegrudgesbetweenus.Hence,Icannowliveaworry-freelife

withdignity.

Themomenttheconvoyofluxuriouscarsdeparted,Edwardwasnotifiedrightaway.

"Alright,weshouldgetgoingtoo.It’stimetosendLeviagreatgift,"Edwardsaidwithasneer.

TheJonesfamily’scarssooncrossedtheborderintoSouthHampton,headingtowardthesuburbs,

wheretheJonesresidencewaslocated.

Emmahadfallenasleeponthewaythere.

Gazingatthewoman,Levimadeavowinhisheart.Mom,I’llprotectyourdreamsandhopes.There’sno

wayI’lllettheGarrisonclanharmus.

Ontheotherhand,Emma’sfatherwasengrossedinhisgrandplansforhisfamily.

Withhismotheraround,Levihadnochoicebuttoacceptthismanashisgrandpa.Asaresult,thefuture

oftheJonesfamilyseemedsecured.

Theconvoyofcarsscreechedtoastopabruptly.

"What’sgoingon?"Michaelimmediatelyshouted,demandinganswers.

Agroupoffightersdressedinblackappearedonbothsidesoftheroadwithmurderouslooksontheir

faces.



Michaelgotoutofthecarandsawafewfamiliarfaces,includingEdward’s.

"Mr.Edward,whatisthemeaningofthis?"

Themanwasbaffledbywhathesaw.

"Hahaha!TheGodofWarwaspresentinthevicinityofLeviandhismom’splace,soitwasinconvenient

forustomakeanymovesagainstthetwo.That’swhyweluredthemout.Thankstoyou,wenowhavea

goldenopportunitytoseizethem."

Edwardletoutasinisterlaugh.

OnlythendidMichaelrealizethathehadbeenfooled.

IwaswonderingwhytheGarrisonclanchosetoletgooftheenmityoutoftheblue.Theyevenallowed

EmmatojointheJonesfamilyagain.TurnsoutthatitwasjustaschemetolureLeviouttohisdeath

prideiswaybiggerthanhisaccomplishments.HeneedstoknowthatSouthHamptonisjustasmallpart

oftheworld!"

Hearingthis,theothermanchuckledinpride."Ofcourse.He’llshutuponcehe’sseenwhatOakland

City’sGarrisonclancandowithhisowneyes.Thisbastardneedstobroadenhishorizoninsteadofbeing

sofullofhimself.Waittillhefacessomeonemorepowerfulthanhimself."

"Whatshouldwedothen,Mr.Damien?Shouldwestillkillhim?"Edwardasked.

"No.Givenhisabilitynow,hewon’tbeashametothefamilyanymore.Weshallsparehimfornow,"



Damienreplied.

"Thenwhatshouldwedoabouthim,Mr.Damien?"

AslightpausecamefromtheothersidebeforeDamienfinallyspoke,"Sincehe’ssoegoisticandtreats

thefamilyasajoke,I’llteachhimalessonmyself!"

Thebutler’seyesglisteredinhopewhenheheardDamienwashandlingthishimself.

EdwardhadhadenoughofLeviGarrisonandhisconceitedattitude.NowthatTyrone’ssonwasgetting

involveddirectly,someonecouldfinallyavengewhatLevihaddonetohim.
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"Aha!That’swhythatbastardhasthegutstochallengeus.He’sMorrisGroup’sboss!"Damien

exclaimedafterdoingsomediggingintoLevi’sbackground.

HefinallyunderstoodwhyLevihadthegutstobesoobnoxious.AlthoughfewpeopleknewLeviwasthe

headofMorrisGroup,itdidnottaketheGarrisonclanlongtoobtainthatpieceofinformation.

Hearingthename,Edwardwidenedhiseyesinsurprise."MorrisGroup?EvenTripleGroupinDaxiaisno

matchforthatcompany!Itpracticallydominateseverything."

"Well,it’struethatMorrisGrouphasgotsomesubstance.Butthatdoesn’tmeanLevicantakethe

Garrisonfamilylightly.Father’sPinnacleGroupinSouthHamptonisfarsuperior!I’lltellthecompanyto

acquireMorrisGroup.IbetLeviGarrisonwillcomebeggingonhiskneesinnotime.Thiswillbetheprice

hehastopayformessingwiththeGarrisonfamily!"Damienletoutaconfidentlaughasheimagined

Levibeggingformercy.

Thenextday,LeviandhismotherbegantheirjourneyhomealongwiththeBeastsandtheAmethyst



Guards.

Leviwasdeepinthought,thinkingabouttheencounterhehadyesterday.Afrownsettledonhisbrows.

Beforelong,hefinallybrokethesilence."Mother,doyoumisshim?"

Emmawasstartledbyhissuddenquestion.Sheturnedtowardshersonreluctantly,tryingtothinkof

howsheshouldanswerinanappropriatemanner.

"DoyoustillwanttomarryTyrone?Thefamilywillfinallyacceptyouafteralltheseyears,"Levi

continued.

"No.Idon’tharborunrealisticexpectationslikethatanymore.That’snolongerwhatIcareabout,"she

repliedfirmlyasshelookedatLeviintheeyes.

"Whatdoyoucareaboutthen?"heasked.

Awarmandgentlesmileslowlyspreadacrossherface.

"Well,it’snotanythingimportantthatyouneedtoknow."

"Comeon,Mom.Iwilltrymybesttomakeyourdreamcometrue!"heinsisted.

"IhopeyoucanstandinfrontoftheGarrisonsonedayandproudlytellthemthatyou’remyson—and

thatyou’reamanworthyoftheirrespect!"

Butshequicklyregrettedwhatshesaidwhenshesawherson’ssolemnexpression."Youdon’thaveto

getallstressedoutaboutit,Levi.ThisisjustathoughtIhave,don’ttakeittooseriously."



Thelastthingshewantedwastopressurizehersonandmakethingsdifficultforhim.

SheknewhowdifficultanddangeroussuchanactioncouldbeforLevi.

Butthatwasnotwhathersonthought."No,Mom.Youwilllivetoseethatday.Ipromise,"Levi

pronounced.

Yet,Emmaknewhewasjusttryingtomakeherfeelbetter.Sheknewbetterthantosether

expectationstoohigh.

Besides,Leviwasnoteventhirtyyet.Hestillhadalongwaytogobeforehecouldactuallydosomething

substantial.ItwasimpossiblethatsomeoneofhisagewouldearntherespectoftheGarrisonfamily.

Whentheyarrived,Zoeywasalreadywaitingforthem.ShehadputasideworktopickEmmaup.

"How’stheprepcomingalong?"Leviaskedwhenhesawthewoman.

"We’realmostdone.We’llgooverandbidfortheprojecttomorrow,"shereplied.

Henoddedapprovinglyandletoutasmallsmile."RemembertobecarefulofLyndsayGranger.She’s

notaneasycharacter."

"Don’tworry;Ialreadyhaveitallplannedout.IrisandIwilltravelseparatelytomorrow,"Zoeyassured.

"That’sgreat.Allthebestfortomorrowthen."

LeviknewZoeymusthavemadeadequatepreparation,buthewasstillworriedthatsomething



unexpectedwouldpopup.

OveratGoldenPlaza,Jaydenhungupthephoneafteralongcall.

"Doyouknowwhojustcalledme?DamienGarrison!TheactualMr.Damien!"heexclaimedatthetop

ofhisvoice.

Aroundhim,everyonelookedathimenviously.

DamienwaswellknowntobethepotentialnextheiroftheGarrisonclan.

ItmustbeanurgentmatterforamanofhisstandingtoactuallycallJayden.

"WhatdidMr.Damiensay?"LyndsayaskedasshescootedclosertoJayden.

"Mr.Damienwantedonethingdone—wearetocrushMorrisGroupassoonaspossible,"thelatter

replied.
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"That’sgoodnews.We’recompetingforaprojectwiththemtomorrowanyway.That’llbeourfirst

chance,"Lyndsaycommented.

Jaydennodded,rollinghiseyesschemingly."Exactly.Makesureyoudealwiththemaccordingly.Idon’t

wantanythingtogowrongtomorrow."

Lyndsayandtheothercouncilmembersexchangedcunningglanceswitheachother,andsinistersmiles

curvedontheirlips."Don’tworry.Theywon’tevenmakeittothevenuetomorrow."



Thebigdaysoonarrived.SylasandherteamescortedZoeyandOrientalStarGroup’scouncilmembers

astheyheadedforthevenue.

"Sylas,makesurenothinghappenstoanyone.Someonemighttryandstopusontheway,"Zoey

remindedthembeforetheydeparted.

Thewomanrefusedtoallowthesamethingtohappenagain.Shehadoncebeenheldupbyher

competitorwhenshewasonherwaytothevenueandhadmissedthebiddingeventbecauseofthat

incident.

Shehadbeenfooledonce;shewouldnotfallintothesametrapagain.

"Ms.Lopez,restassuredthateverythingwillbeokay.Wewillmakesureeveryonearrivessafely,"Sylas

repliedcalmly.

Innotime,OrientalStarGroup’sconvoydepartedforthevenue.

Toensurenothingwouldhappen,Iristookadifferentroutetowardsthedestination.

NooneelseinthecompanyknewaboutitexceptforZoey.

Althougheverythinghadbeenmeticulouslyplannedout,Zoeystillhadapremonitionofimminent

dangerasshesatinthecar.

Hereyelidskepttwitching,andshecouldnotholditinanylonger—sheneededtodouble-confirm

everything.



"Sylas,couldyoucheckandseeifeverythingisfineoutthere?"

"Everythinglooksfine,"herbodyguardansweredaftersurveyingthesurroundings.

Suddenly,avendoronatrishawcameoutofnowhere.Oneofthecarsdidnotmanagetostopintime,

runningintoitatfullforce.

Thecollisionsentthevendorflyingthreetofourmetersawaybeforethemanfinallyhithisheadagainst

thecoldtarroad.Thegreyroadwassoonstainedredasbloodgushedoutoftheman’sbody.

ThewholeOrientalStarGroupfleetpulledtheemergencybrake–everyonewasstupefied.

Zoey’sfaceturnedpale—somethinghadhappenedjustassheexpected.

SheknewPinnacleGroupwouldnotletheroffthehookthateasily.

"Iseveryoneokay?"Zoeyturnedaroundfrantically,checkingtoseeifanyonewashurt.Theirschedule

hadbeenaffectedbecauseoftheaccident,andPinnacleGroupmanagedtohavetheirway,butZoey

didnotwantanythingtohappentoanyone,beitfriendsorfoes.

Everyonegotoutofthecar,andsomepeoplerushedtowardsthevendorlyingontheground.

Sylascheckedtheman’spulseandherfrightenedgazeslowlytrailedtowardsZoey.

"Ms.Lopez…He’sgone…"

Zoey’sstepsfaltered,herkneesgoingweakatthenews.



ShecouldnotbelievePinnacleGroupwouldkillsomeoneinordertostopher.

Didtheyreallyplanallthis?

Howcruelcanthosepeopleget?

Thiswasnotthefirsttimeacompetitorhadtargetedher,butnoonehadevergonetosuchlengthto

getinherway.

PinnacleGroupwasthefirsttodoso.

"Somebodyhelp!Theyjusthitsomeone!Andthemanisnowdead!"apasserbyshouted.

Soon,ahugecrowdhurriedover,encirclingZoeyandtheothers.Theyhadcomeforwardwithkitchen

knives,readytogetrevengeonbehalfoftheman.

"You’renotgettingawaywiththis!Wewillmakesureyoupayforit!"theangrymenshouted.

"Itwasn’tourfault!He’stheonewhocameoutofthejunctionallofasudden!He’stheonewhoran

intous!"Zoeytriedtoexplainthesituation.

However,herpleasonlymadethesituationworse;shehadangeredthemallevenmore.

Therewerenosurveillancecamerasaroundthatarea,anditsohappenedthatthetrishawhadrushed

outatthecardashcam’sblindspot.



Therewasnoprooftowhateversheclaimed.

"Bullshit!Wesaweverythingwithourowneyes.Youguyshithim!Don’tblameadeadmanforwhat

youdid!"oneofthemenyelled.

"Yeah!We’reallwitnesses!Youwon’tgetawaywiththis!"anothercriedout.
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Sylas’bloodrancoldatthesightofthosefuriousmen.Thisisallmyfault.Iclearlysawthatmanthere.

ButIdidn’texpecthimtodashoutjustlikethat!Gosh,whatshouldIdo?

"Ms.Lopez…Whatshouldwedonow…"sheaskedinafrailvoice.

Hermindwentblank;shecouldnotthinkofanywayofgettingthemoutofthismess.

"There’snothingwecando.Thiswasallpremeditated.Theydidittokeepmeawayfromtheevent,"

Zoeystatedwitharesignedsigh.

Theonlythingshewasconcernedaboutnowwasthataninnocentmanhadlosthislifebecauseofthe

strifebetweenPinnacleGroupandher.

Ifsheknewthatallthiswouldcomeattheexpenseofaman’slife,shewouldhavegivenuponthis

projectreadily.

ButshealsoknewthatIriswouldstillmakeittotheevent.

SheandIrishadforeseensomethingbadhappening,andtheyalreadyhadabulletproofplanlaidout.



EvenifZoeydidnotmakeittothevenue,Iriswouldstillbethere.

"Youguyshavenothingtoworryabout.Iwon’trunaway.I’llsettlethisproperly,"Zoeytoldthecrowd.

Afterall,thismanhaddiedbecauseofher.Shetookitonherselftolookintotheaccident.

Meanwhile,acarspedbyalongaroadinthesuburb.

IriscriedoutwhenshewasinformedthatsomethinghadhappenedtoZoey.Thewomanhadbeenon

thewayusinganotherroutewhenshegotnewsoftheincident.

Thecarshewasseatedinbrakedtohaltwhenafewmeninblacksuddenlyappearedbeforeher,

blockingherwayinthemiddleoftheroad.

"Ms.Anabelle,I’msorry,butwehavetocutyourtripshort.Don’tworry;it’llonlytaketwohours,that’s

ifyoucooperatewithus,"oneofthemsaidasheleanedclosertothecarwindow.

Irisknewexactlywhattheywereupto.

Itwentwithoutsayingthatalltheywantedwastostopherfrombiddingfortheproject.Thefactthat

thesepeoplehadfoundoutaboutherroutesurprisedher.Nowthatthesemenwereinherway,itwas

impossibleforhertogetherselfoutofthis.Theonlythingshecoulddowastodoastheydemanded.

"I’msosorry,Zoey."Irissighed.

Overatthevenue,allthecouncilmembersfromPinnacleGrouphadalreadygatheredinatimely

manner.



JaydenandLyndsayheldtheirheadshighastheylookedaround.Theeventwasabouttocommence.

Manybigcompanieshadconvenedafterknowingthattheprojectwasopenforbid.

Jaydenapproachedsomeoftheheads,puttingupasmugsmile."Youguyswon’tstandachanceagainst

ustoday.PinnacleGroupwillwintheproject.Allofyou’dbetterbackoff.Tryus,andyou’llendup

dead!"

Hewasrudeandoverbearing—yettherewasnothingthosepeoplecouldsay.

JaydenwasfromPinnacleGroup;noonehadthegutstochallengethatcompany.

Sincetheywerehereattheeventjustforthesakeofit,therewasnoneedforthemtoincurthewrath

ofPinnacleGroupunnecessarily.

"Mr.Yolander,Ms.Granger,we’vehandledZoeyandIrisasinstructed.Theywon’tbeabletomakeit,"

anassistantreported.

AsmirkcraftedJaydenandLyndsay’sfaceswhentheyreceivedthenews.

TherewasnowayasmallcompanylikeMorrisGroupcouldthreatenPinnacleGroup.Itwasfoolishfor

MorrisGrouptothinkthattheystoodachancetowin.

"Didyouleaveanytraces?"Lyndsayasked.

"No.NoonewillbeabletotrackitbacktoPinnacleGroup.Also,we’veblockedalltheroads,sonoone

fromMorrisGroupwillreachthisplace,"theassistantaddedwithaslysmile.



Besidehim,Lyndsaynoddedasanevilsmilebrokeoutonherface."NowthatIthinkofit,it’sactually

notabadideaforMorrisGrouptocome.Theycanwellamuseusifthey’rehumiliatedheretoday.But,

ohwell,theycan’tevenmakeitherenow.Whatapity."

"Yeah,they’lllosetheprojecttouseveniftheycame.It’sjustamatteroftimebeforeMorrisGroup

belongstous!"Jaydenagreed.

JustasthetwowerebusytalkingabouttakingMorrisGroupdown,YaleFreeman,thepersonincharge

oftheproject,walkedover.

"Mr.Yolander,Ms.Granger,we’reabouttostart.Shallwetakeaseat?"heinquiredpolitely.

Jaydenshotthemananinnocentsmileandasked,"Oh,aren’twestillwaitingforMorrisGroup?"

Yalegesturedtoinvitetheminasheclearedhisthroat."Actually,MorrisGroupmetwithanaccident

whentheywereontheirway.Idon’tthinkthey’llbeabletomakeit."

JustasJaydenandLyndsaywereabouttowalkin,adeafeningnoiserangoutfromabove,causing

everyonetotilttheirheadstowardsthesky.

"Quick!Lookup!Lookatthesky!"someoneexclaimedinshock.

Chapter1000

Achoppynoiseresoundedthroughtheplaceasafewprivatehelicoptershoveredinthesky.

Therotorbladesspunincessantly,andthesoundgrewlouderastimepassed.Everyonelookedupand

squintedtheireyesatthesightofthehelicoptersflyinginweirdpatternsinthesky.



Itturnedoutthatthosehelicoptersweremakingskywriting.

"MorrisGroup?"Everyonewassurprisedwhentheysawwhatwaswritteninthesky.

ArethesehelicoptersfromMorrisGroup?

JaydenandLyndsayexchangedworriedlooksastheywatchedeverythingplayoutbeforetheireyes.

TheyhaddonealltheycouldtostopMorrisGroupfromreachingthevenue,butneverintheirwildest

imaginationwouldtheyexpectthemtoarriveinprivatehelicopters.

Theprivatehelicopterspitchedforwardandfinallygotreadytodescend,creatingripplesofstrong

windsasthepilotsloweredthemachinesontheground.

Everyonetriedstandingtheirground,loweringtheirheadsasthehelicoptersgotcloser.Thewindsent

allthedustblowingintheirfaces,andpeoplewereforcedtoclosetheireyesasthewindgotmore

forceful.

Manybegantakingrefugeandsoughtshelterasthewindintensified.

Ironically,Jayden,whoclaimedtohavenobleblood,wasthefirsttoflee.Infact,hewascrawlingaway

likeacowardbecauseheknewhewoulddieifhedidn’tgetawayquickly.

HisjawdroppedwhenhesawworkersofMorrisGroupdescendfromthesky.

Hismenhadblockedallroadsleadingtothevenue—yethehadstillmiscalculated.



MorrisGrouphadflownpeopleinprivatehelicopterstogettothevenue.

Oncethehelicopterslandedandpositionedthemselvesinfrontoftheplace,LeviandKirincamedown

andwalkedtowardsthedisheveledlot.

"Levi…LeviGarrison…"Lyndsaymumbledindisbelief.

"He’sLeviGarrison?Mr.Damientoldmehe’sthemanwhoownsMorrisGroup.Butregardless,Mr.

Damienhastoldusthathe’sanobody.MorrisGroupwillbeourssoon,"Jaydenscoffed.

Lyndsaydidnotanswerhim.Hatredandspitesparkedinhereyesasherglaretracedhim."Levi

Garrison…Thingsaregonnagetinteresting."

"Justintime!"Leviexclaimedashestoodbeforethecrowd.

However,Yaledidnotseemhappytoseehim.

ThemanpersonallypreferredentrustingtheprojecttoPinnacleGroup;heknewhecouldnotaffordto

getonthewrongsidewiththatcompany.

NowthatMorrisGrouphadarrived,Yalewascaughtinadifficultposition.

Butthebiddingprocessstillhadtogoasplanned."Alright,sinceeveryone’shere,let’sgetstarted!"

Yaleledeveryonein.



BehindLevi,JaydenandLyndsaycamecloseenoughsohecouldhearthem.

"You’dbetterstopbeforethingsturnugly.Youhavenoideawhoyou’regoingupagainst.Pinnacle

Groupisnotacompanyyoucanmesswith!"Jaydenwarned.

"WewillacquireMorrisGroupinnotime.It’suselesstocompetewithus!"Lyndsayaddedasshetried

tokeepupwithLevi’space.

However,Levi’snonchalanceenragedher."Didyouhearme?Giveupnow!It’sforyourowngood!I

knowyou’reMorrisGroup’sboss,butdon’toverestimateyourself.Theenemyyou’refacingismuch

strongerthanyouthink,andtheworldismuchbiggerthanyourtinybraincanimagine!"

Jaydenalsointerjected,"IheardthatyouhavenoregardfortheGarrisonfamily.Don’tbechildish!

You’veonlyseenatinybitofwhatthey’recapableof.Youneedtoberealistic.Stopbeingsoarrogant!"

Levistoppedabruptlyattheentranceofthevenueandshiftedhiscontemptuousgazetowardsthem.

"Ithinky’allshouldstophere.There’snowayyouguysaregettingin,"hestated.

JaydenandLyndsay’seyeswidenedinastonishmentastheystaredathim.Everyonewhoheardhimall

turnedaroundinbewilderment.

"What?Whoareyoutobarusfromentering?"Lyndsayinterrogated.

Infrontofthem,Yalehaltedhisstepandwalkedover.

HeknewLevihadnorighttostopJaydenandLyndsay.



"Kirin,keepaneyeonthem.Makesuretheystayaway,"Leviorderedinadomineeringtoneashe

lookedatthetwofromthecornerofhiseyes.
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Leviwouldn’tallowanyonetoquestionanythinghesaid.Nevertheless,Yale,Jayden,andeveryoneelse

presentwasstartled.

Lyndsayimmediatelyasked,"Levi,whoareyoutobarusfromentering?"

Howdarehebarusfromenteringevenwhenwe’renotstoppinghimfromgoingin?

Jaydenthensaid,"Mr.Freeman,you’rethepersoninchargeoftheproject.Canheactuallybarusfrom

entering?Imean,shouldn’tyoubeinchargeofeverythinghere?"

YaleglancedatLevibeforehereplied,"You’reright.Mr.Garrison,Ithinkthere’sbeensome

misunderstanding.Sinceyou’reonlyatender,I’mafraidyoucan’tbaranyonefromentering."

"WhatIsaygoes!Yourwordmeansnothingagainstmine!"

Levienteredthehallassoonashefinishedspeaking.

Unperturbedbyhisoutburst,Jayden,Lyndsay,andtherestbegantoheadintothehallbutwereall

stoppedbyKirin.

"Allofyouarenotallowedtoenter!"

"Whatifwewanttogoinanyway?"Jaydenretorted.



"Restrainthem!"

OnceKiringavethecommand,afewpersonnelcameupandrestrainedthem.

Assuch,thewholelotdidnothavethechancetoparticipateinthetenderevent.

Itwasn’tdifficulttoguesstheoutcome–MorrisGrouphadobtainedtheproject.

Afterallthathadhappened,thepeopleinthehalldarednottoofferaprice.

JaydenandLyndsaywereexasperatedastheycouldn’tdoanythinguntilthetendereventended.

LeviGarrisonisevenmoreoverbearingthanus!

Weonlyobstructothertenderstobuyourselvestime,attheverymost.

However,thatmandaredtobarusfromparticipatinginthetendereventdirectly!

"LeviGarrison,justyouwait!Wewillneverletyouoffforthis!"JaydenyelledandglaredatLevi

resentfully.

"Well,hereIam,waiting."Levismiledcoldly.

Meanwhile,Zoeyhadfinishedsettlingallofhermatters,andIrishadbeenreleased.

"We’renotruthlessenoughcomparedtothem!"Zoeysighed.



ShewasnomatchforthosefromPinnacleGroup,whowouldresorttoeverypossiblemeanstoachieve

theirmissions,nomatteranyliveswereatstake.

Shehadlosttheproject–herplanhadfailed.

Withoutachievingsuccess,theLopezandBlackfamilieswillcontinuetobelittleme.Inthatcase,will

theystillstopmefrommarryingLevi?It’snotenoughtoonlydependonhavingababy…

Zoeyheavedalongsigh.

Atthatmoment,Iriscametoherofficeandhandedadocumenttoher.

Afterflippingthroughthedocument,Zoeywaspuzzled."Oh?Weobtainedtheproject?"

"Iris,didn’tsomeonestopyoufromenteringthetenderevent?Howcouldyouhaveobtainedthe

project?"Zoeycouldn’tfigureoutwhathadhappened.

"Theystoppedme,includingthemenwhomIsecretlysenttotheevent.However,thebosssuccessfully

obtainedtheprojectbyhimselfthistime!"Irisexplained.

"What?Wegotthisprojectbecauseofthebossagain?"

"That’sright."

"Whoevenistheboss?Whydidhegotogreatlengthstohelpme?"



Zoeywasflummoxed.

"Whyareyoubotheredbyit?Afterall,wegotourhandsontheprojectintheend."

Irisrolledhereyesatherbestfriend.It’sbecauseyou’retheboss’swife!

Afterrecollectingherself,ZoeyimmediatelywentlookingforLevi.

Oncethewomanownedtheproject,herwealthwouldinstantlyskyrocket.

Assuch,shehadamassedenoughbargainingchipstonegotiatewiththeLopezandBlackfamilies.

Grandmacan’tcontrolmeanymorewhenI’mseenassuccessful!

NoonecanstopthetwoofusonceIgetpregnant!

Levi’stimehasn’tcomeyet,butitdoesn’tmatterbecauseIamsuccessfulnow.

"Zoey,whydoyoulooksoemotional?"Leviasked.

"Canwedecideonourweddingdate?I’vecheckedthecalendar,andtherewillbeanauspiciousdayone

andahalfmonthslater.Doyouthinkweshouldgetmarriedthen?"sheasked,wantingtogethis

opiniononthings.

"Alright.Let’ssetadate.Iwillgiveyouaweddingofwhichtheworldhasneverseenbefore."
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Exactlyamonthlater,thebridalchamberthatLevidesignedwascompleted.

It’stimetogiveZoeyaperfectwedding.Tohim,theirweddingwillbeperfectaslongashismother,

sister,andbrotherattendedit.

HevowedtotellZoeythetruthaboutwhohereallywasontheirweddingday.

Iwanttotellheraboutthetruthbymyself.IwanthertoknowthatherhusbandisErudia’sGodofWar!

Then,Iwillholdherhandandoverlooktheworldlikeanemperorwithhisempress!

"Weshouldalsomakeearlypreparationtogetpregnantbeforeourwedding!"Zoeyaddedbashfully.

"Certainly.Inthatcase,weshouldn’tgohometoday!"Leviputonaslysmile.

"Soundsgood."

LeviandZoeydidn’treturntotheirhomesthatnight.

Afteranightofintimacy,bothofthemgrewtocherisheachothermore.

Thetwoofthemwerefinallytogetheraftergoingthroughupsanddownfortenyears.Fromthat

momentonwards,noonewouldbeabletoseparatethemfromeachother.Theywouldeventuallybe

abletobuildafamilyofthree.

WhenIrissawZoeythenextday,theformerstatedcuriously,"Zoey,somethingseemsdifferentabout

you…"



"Oh?What’sdifferentaboutme?"theotherwomanaskedwhileherfaceturnedred.

"Ican’tpinpointit,butyouseemtobemorefemininenow,"Irisexplained.

ThatremarkmadeZoeylowerherheadandblushevenmore.

"SinceyouandLevihavedecidedontheweddingdate,I’msureyoubothplantohavechildrensoon,

right?"

Zoeydidn’trespondtoherquestion.Shemerelyglancedatherfriendandchided,"Iris,youshouldgeta

boyfriendassoonaspossible.Aren’tyoufondoftheboss?Justcourthimalready!"

"What?"Iriswastakenabackuponhearingthat.

Well,Idohopetocourttheboss,buthe’sLevi!HowcouldIpossiblydothattoyou?

"Thebossisn’tsingle."Irisflashedherasmile.

"Oh?Wasn’thesinglesometimeago?Howdidhegetagirlfriendsosoon?"Zoeyasked,surprised.

"Yes,everythinghappenedveryfast.Speakingofwhich,aren’tyougoingtomarryLevisoon?"

Thegoodnewsspreadlikewildfire.Soon,everyoneinthecompanyhadheardthenewsofZoeyandLevi

decidingontheirweddingdate.

Zoey’scuriositywaspiquedwhenshesawhowthrilledallherworkerswere.



Whydoeseveryoneseemsoexcitedaboutit?IsLevireallyarespectedfigureinthecompany?

Afterall,ZoeyusedtohearcomplaintsaboutLeviallthetime.

It’sstrange…

Milesaway,theBlackfamilycaughtwindofthenews.

"What?"

"So,theweddingdateofZoeyandLeviGarrisonhasbeenfixed?Ashergrandpaandgrandma,why

weren’tweinformedaboutthis?"

MeredithandRobertwereshockeduponhearingaboutthewedding.

"Wehadnoideaaboutiteither…"therestmurmured.

RobertimmediatelymadeaphonecalltoHarrytoaskaboutit.

However,thelatteralsowasn’tawareofit.

WhenMeredithcontactedCaitlynandAaron,theanswersshereceivedwerethesame.

Bothofthemwerecluelessaboutittoo.



"Howcouldoutsidersknowaboutitwhenevenherparentsaren’tawareoftheweddingdateyet?Zoey

hasgoneoverboard!"Meredithgrewinfuriatedwiththemall.

"Comebackassoonaspossible.Yourdaughterisgoingtomarrysomeonesoon,"sheyelledintothe

phone.

Notlongafterthat,Aaron,Caitlyn,andHarrygatheredattheBlackfamily’smanor.

Everyoneseemedtobeconfusedaboutwhatwasgoingon.

HasthemarriagebetweenZoeyandLeviGarrisonreallybeenfixed?

Thenewsspreadwidelyevenbeforethefamilywasinformed…

"Lookathowyourdaughterbehaves!Youtwoweren’tevenawareofhermarriage!Humph!She

doesn’trespectyouasparents,nordoesshetreatusasherelders!Imean,issheplanningtodisregard

usonceandforall?"Meredithscolded.

"Whatanunfilialdaughtersheis!"

Aaronheavedasighhelplessly.Atthismoment,heandCaitlynweregreatlyembarrassed.

"Howdoyoutolerateher?Ican’ttakeitanymore!"
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Meredith,Robert,andHarrywereallexasperated.



Meanwhile,Zoey’sparentswereindignantatthesuddennews.

Immediately,theycalledZoeyandasked,"Weheardyouhavedecidedonyourweddingdate.Isthat

true?"

Towhichtheirdaughterrepliedcomposedly,"It’strue,I’vediscusseditwithLevi.Iwasplanningtogive

youacalltoinformyoutonight."

"Whyhaveyounotdiscussedyourweddingdatewithus?Doyoueventreatusasyourparents?Doyou

evenrespecttheeldersintheLopezandBlackfamilies?"

"Areyouplanningtoditchyourmother?Ohright,IguessLevi’smotherisyournewmothernow.Inthat

case,whoamItoyou?"Caitlynscowled,almostsmashingthephoneoutofanger.

Zoeyhurriedlyexplained,"Mom,I’malreadyanadult.Icanmakemyowndecisionsnow.I’lldiscuss

certainthingswithyouallwhenit’snecessary.However,Icanmakemostdecisionsonmyown."

"Sincemarriageisalife-changingevent,howcanyoudecideonitallbyyourself?Besides,allofusdon’t

agreetoyourmarriagetoLeviGarrisonagain!"

Caitlyncontinuedonwithoutlisteningtoherdaughter,"Also,whydon’tyoulistentoyourgrandpaand

grandma?Theywillgladlyarrangeyourmarriageforyou!"

"Mom,whyshouldallofyoudecideeverythingforme?Iunderstandthatyou’reafraidofGrandpaand

Grandma,buttheyholdnoauthorityoverme.Besides,Iwon’tbemanipulatedbyanyoneelsebecauseI

haveenoughbargainingchipsnow,"Zoeysaid.

"Comehomeassoonaspossibletodiscusswithus!Ifyoudon'tcomehome,GrandpaandGrandmawill

lookforyoubythemselves!"



Assuch,ZoeyandLevihadnochoicebuttogototheBlackfamily’smanor.

Theatmospherewasrathertenseinthemeetingroom;everyonehadgrimexpressions.

"Kneel!"Meredithcommandedcoldly.

"Grandma,whatdoyoumeanbythat?"Zoeyasked.

"I’maskingyoutokneelbeforeme!Doyounotunderstand?Bothofyouhavetokneelaswell!"

MeredithfixatedhergazeonLeviwhensheyelled.

"Whyshouldwekneel?Youmustatleastgiveusareason,"Levisaid.

"Aren’tyouawareofyourwrongdoing?Howcouldyoudecideonyourmarriageallonyourown?You

evendecidedontheweddingdatewithoutconsultingallofus!"

Zoey’sgrandmothertrembledviolentlywithanger.

Thenextmoment,Zoeyexplainedsmilingly,"Icanmakemyowndecisions.Idon’thavetotroubleallof

youaboutthistrivialmatter.Onthatday,allofyouonlyhavetoattendtheweddingandenjoythe

ceremony,"

"Bullshit!Didweagreeonsuchanarrangement?"Meredithcouldn’thelpbutblurtacurse.

"Grandma,Ihavetogetitstraight–Anydecisionsaboutmyweddinghavetobedecidedbyme!"Zoey

immediatelyretorted.



"Thatwillhappenonlywhenyou’recompetentenough!"Meredithsneered.

"Iamcompetentenough,andtheLopezandBlackfamiliescan’ttellmewhattodoanymore.Here,take

alookbyyourselves!"

Assoonasshefinished,ZoeythrewadocumentonthetableinfrontofMeredith.

Allherfamilymembersweretakenabackaftertheytookthedocumentandreadthroughit.

"What?Zoey,areyoureallythatwealthynow?"Meredithasked;theshockshefeltwasevidentinher

voice.

"Yes.Undersuchcircumstances,canImakemyowndecisions?"Zoeyquestioned.

Meanwhile,everyoneintheroomwasstartledandlostinthought.

"Ihavesomethingelsetotellyouall.I’mbearingLeviachildnow.Therefore,allofyoucannever

separateus!"

"What?"

Thewomannearlythreweveryoneintoafitasthenewshadcomelikeaboltfromtheblue.

Aftertenminutes,herparentsandgrandparentseventuallyrecollectedthemselvesandreluctantly

acceptedthefact.



"Mygod!Whathavewedone?"Aaronheavedasigh.

Meanwhile,MeredithglancedatLeviandsaid,"Yourweddinghastobeagrandceremony.Iwillagree

toitononecondition…Hismothercannotattendthewedding!Ican’tallowherpresencetodishonor

theBlackfamily!"
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Immediately,therestadded,"That’sright.Thegrandweddingwillcertainlybecomeapopulartopic

amongthepeopleintheentireSouth.Won’twebeembarrassedifhismotherattendsthewedding?"

"Exactly.Wemeannooffense,butboththeLopezandBlackfamilieshavetomaintainourreputations!"

Harryagreed.

"Look,Zoey.EveryoneagreestotheconditionI’veset!"AtriumphantsmileappearedonMeredith’s

face.

Aaronsuddenlyinterjected,"Asyourfather,Ihavetolistdownsomeconditionstoo!"

"What?"EveryonelookedatAaroninbewilderment.

"Yourmarriageisunavoidablebecauseyoutwohavealreadybecomehusbandandwife.So,Iwillagree

toit.However,Levihastomarryintoourfamily!"themancommandedcoldly.

"Marryintoyourfamily?"Leviwasstunnedbyhisdemand.

HowcanI,theGodofWar,marryintosomeone’sfamily?

Atthesametime,Zoeywasstartledtoo.



Whyshouldhemarryintoourfamily?

"That’sright.Youhavetomarryintoourfamilyifyouwanttomarrymydaughter.It’snoteasytomarry

intoourfamily,though.Thereareseveralconditionsyouwillhavetoobey!"

"Firstly,aftermarryingintoourfamily,youwillhavetochangeyourlastnametoLopez.Fromnowon,

you’renotLeviGarrisonbutLeviLopez!Idon’twantyoutomentionyouroriginalnameunderany

circumstances!"

"Secondly,aftermarryingintotheLopezfamily,youmustfollowallrulessetbytheLopezfamilywithout

protest.Idon’twanttoheara"No"fromyou,notevenonce!"

"Thirdly,yourdailyroutinewillbearrangedbytheLopezfamily.You’llhavetoreportwhoyoumeet

witheverydayandhowmuchmoneyyou’vespent!"

"You’llalsohavenorighttosayawordonimportantoccasions,suchasourfamilymeetings.Youcan

onlyspeakwhenweallowyoutodoso!"

Aaronspelledouttenextremelyharshrulesintotal.

HarryandMeredithbackedhimupalmostinstantly."Soundsgreat!Aaronhascomeupwithmanygood

ideas.You’retomarryintoourfamily.Also,youwillhavetofollowalltherulesfromthatdayonward.

Otherwise,youcannevermarryZoey!"

ThemainreasontheyhadlistedthoseruleswasbecauseZoeyhadsomuchwealthnow.Theybelieved

thatLevishouldnotbeallowedtomarryhersoeffortlessly.

Sincetheycouldn’tstopthemarriage,theylookedforotherwaystomakeupfortheir"loss."



TheirthoughtprocesswasassimpleasAaron’s–Zoeyiswealthy,sotheyfeelembarrassedand

dishonoredtoseeLevimarryingher.

Hence,theyhopedtoreducethenegativeimpactonZoeyandtheLopezandBlackfamiliesbyhaving

Levimarryintothefamily.

"Furthermore,therehastobeaceremonywhenhemarriesintoourfamily!Hemustfirstkneelandbow

beforetheheadoftheLopezfamilyinourfamily’smanor.Then,hemustkneelandbowagainbefore

ourancestorsintheancestralshrine!"Harryadded.

"Yes!TherehastobeagrandceremonysinceLeviismarryingintotheLopezfamily.TheBlackfamily

agreestothissuggestion!"MeredithandRobertfullysupportedtheideainunison.

Meanwhile,Caitlynsaidsobbingly,"Mypreciousdaughterhastomarryapoorladintheend!Ireally

can’tacceptit!"

"Caitlyn,wecan’tdomuchaboutit.Now,whatwecandoistomakesurethathemarriesintoour

family!"

Allofthemletoutaheavysigh.

Zoeyhadthoughtthatshecouldcontroleverything;shedidn’texpectthingstoturnoutinsuchaway!

Aretheytreatingmelikeatool?What’ssowrongwithLevi？Whyaretheydoingthistohim?Levimight

notbeaprominentfigurelikehewasbefore,buthe’ssincereaboutmeandiswillingtosacrificehislife

forme.That’swhatIloveabouthim!

"Sweetie,don’tutteraword!Ifyourespectmeasyourfather,Levimustmarryintoourfamily!



Otherwise,theweddingwillbecalledoff!"

ThemanthenglancedatLeviandcontinued,"So,Levi,areyouwillingtomarryintotheLopezfamily?"

Everyonepresentshiftedtheirgazetowardthemaninquestion.
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ZoeywishedthatLeviwouldpretendtoagreetotheconditionstoavoidanytrouble.Shewasreadyto

dealwiththeproblemsafterwardoncehepretendedtoagree.Shemadeapromisetoherself–she

wouldnotmakeLeviembarrassed.Assuch,themandefinitelywouldn’thavetoobeytherules.

"OfcourseIdon’tagree!It’sstillacceptableifyouonlywantmetomarryintoyourfamily.Buttomake

mechangemylastname?Noway!I’mLeviGarrisonfortherestofmylife,andnoonecaneverchange

mylastname!"Leviretortedcoldly.

Mymothergavemethisname.Noonecaneverchangeit!

EveryonewasstartledathowLevisoundedsoresolute.

"Inthatcase,areyoualsosayingyoudon’twanttomarryZoey?"Meredithaskedimmediately.

"Icertainlywanttomarryher!"Levirepliedsmilingly.

"Marryintoourfamilyifyouwanttomarryherthen.Otherwise,themarriageisoutofthequestion!"

Aaronfirmlystated.

"Letmegetthisstraight.Firstly,I’mgoingtomarryZoey.Secondly,Iwon’tchangemylastnamenor

marryintoyourfamily.Thirdly,mymothermustattendourwedding."



Levispelledouthisthoughtsresolutely–hedidn’tallowanyonetoquestionhim.

AllthemembersoftheLopezandBlackfamiliesfrozeforamoment.

Howdarehetalktousinsuchamanner?

"LeviGarrison,doyouthinkyouhavetherighttospeakhere?Areyouawareofwhoyouare?Zoeyis

worthaboutahundredbillion.Doyouthinkyoureallydeserveher?"Zoey’sfatheryelledfuriously.

Theyfeltthatthemarriagewastotallyunfair.Afterall,ZoeywaswayoutofLevi’sleagueintermsof

socialstatusandwealth.Inotherwords,thetwowerefromtwodifferentworldsandnotmeanttobe

together.

TheLopezandBlackfamilyhadfeltthatitwasahugelosstoletZoeymarryLevifromtheverybeginning.

Tothem,theirrelationshipwaspracticallyidenticaltotheoneinthemovieBeautyandtheBeast.

Unexpectedly,Leviputonasmileandasserted,"Totellyouthetruth,Idodeserveher!"

Atthismoment,hisimposinglookwasengravedonZoey’sheart.Itwasasifthehigh-spiritedLevi

Garrisonwhomshemetsixyearsagohadfinallyreturned.

Zoeyknewthateverythingthemanwasabouttosaywasright.

Nonetheless,sheforesawLeviexplainingthattheywereagoodmatchintermsofsocialstatus.

Afterall,asTyroneGarrison’ssonandtheJonesfamily’sgrandson,hecertainlydeservedherhandin

marriage.



However,deepinherheart,shealsohopedthatLevicouldbeassuccessfulasher,makingthema

perfectmatch.ShewishedLevitoregainhissuccessandbeaspowerfulashewassixyearsago.

"Youdeserveher?Hahaha…"

Thenextmoment,everyoneintheroomburstoutinlaughter.

Howcouldyoupossiblydeserveher?Zoeyiswaymoresuccessfulthanyou!Youdon’tevendeserveto

beamaidwhotakescareofhershoes!

"Inwhichaspectdoyoudeservetobewithher?Areyoukiddingus?Levi,doyouhavetheslightestidea

aboutyourownstatus?"

Amused,LoganZachsstaredatLevilikeanidiot.

Muchtoeveryone’ssurprise,Levionlychortledinresponse.

Leviwastheone-and-onlyGodofWar,whocommandedthearmyofErudialikeamonarch.

Puttingthatidentityaside,asthebossofMorrisGroup,hestilldeservedtobewithher.Moreover,

apartfromZoey’sowneffort,shewasonlysuccessfulbecauseLevihadhelpedheronmanyoccasions.It

couldbesaidthatZoeyhadonlycomethisfarbecauseofthehelpLevigavetoher!Inthatcase,why

don’tIdeservetobewithher?

"RestassuredthatIwillrevealmytrueidentitytoZoeyduringthewedding!Onthatday,allofyouwill

keepyourmouthsshutonceyouareawareofmyidentity,"Leviretorted.



Hebeganimaginingtheirchangeofattitudeoncetheyknewwhohereallywasashespoke.

"Hahaha!Yourtrueidentity?Areyoukiddingme?Doyouthinkwedon’tknowwhoyouare?"

Everyoneburstintomockinglaughter.

"Thisbratwantstoshockustoourcore?Impossible!"MeredithshotLevialookfullofdisdain.

Afterglancingateveryoneintheroom,Leviannounced,"Inthatcase,Iwilltellyouasecret!"

Chapter1006

Asecret?"

Allofthemwerestartledatfirst,buttheysoonglancedathimcuriously.

ZoeylookedatLevicuriously.Doeshehaveasecret?

Levisaidsmilingly,"Iactuallywasn’tinjailforthepastsixyears!"

Indeed,thiswasastartlingrevelationtoeveryoneinthehall.Allofthemlookedathimindisbelief;they

usedtothinkLevihadbeenimprisonedforsixyears.However,itturnedoutthattheywerevery,very

wrong.Stunnedandsurprised,everyonewonderedwhathadactuallytranspired.

Meanwhile,Zoeywasmoreflabbergastedthantherest.

Nowondertheydidn’tallowmetovisithimthreemonthsafterhesupposedlywentintojail.



Shehadn’tvisitedLeviinprisonforseveralconsecutiveyearsbecauseshehadnotbeenallowedto

enter.

Allherdoubtswerecleared.Icouldn’tseeLevibecausehewasn’teveninprison!

"You…Youweren’tinprison?"Aaron’steethgroundashespoke.

"IwasacquittednotlongafterIwasjailed.TheysoonfoundoutthatIhadbeenframedbytheGarrison

familyandtheirdirtytricks."Levismirked.

Meanwhile,Zoey,whowasequallyshockedbyhisrevelation,askedsobbingly,"Wherewereyouthe

pastsixyears?Whydidn’tyoucomeback?"

ApartfromZoey,everyoneintheroomhadthesamedoubt.IfLeviwasn’tinprisonforthepastsixyears,

wherewashe?

ThemanshiftedhisgazetowardZoeyandrepliedlovingly,"Ican’ttellyourightnow.I’monlyplanning

torevealittoyouonourweddingday!"

Hepausedforamomentandadded,"ButIcanpromiseyouthatIdeservetobewithyou.Icangiveyou

everythingyoudesire!Iwillmakeyouthehappiestwomanwhoisadmiredbyeveryoneelseinthe

world!"

ArushofexcitementwashedoverZoeywhensheheardthat.

PerhapsLeviwillsurpriseme.



Shebegantolookforwardtotheirweddingmorethanever.

UponhearingLevispeaksofirmly,everyonestoppedridiculinghimandbegantotakewhathesaid

seriously.

Hegazedateveryoneslowlyandassertedblandly,"OnceIrevealmyidentity,noneofyouwilldare

imposeanyrulesonme!Waitandseeduringourweddingifyoudon’tbelieveme!"

Afterponderingoverthesituationforquitesometime,Aaronglancedathimandreplied,"Alright!I’ll

waituntiltheweddingtofindoutwhoyoureallyare.I’llwithdrawtherulesI’vesetifyoureallydo

deserveZoey.However,heavypunishmentawaitsyouifyouhaveliedtous."

"Iagree.Weshallmakelifedifficultforyouinthefutureifyouliedtous!"

Theotherfamilymembersbegantothreatenhimmercilessly.

AfterleavingtheBlackfamily’smanor,Zoeyaskedinalowvoice,"Didyoureallytellthemthetruthjust

now?"

"Ofcourse,everythingIsaidistrue!Iwasneverjailed!"Levirepliedwithagrinonhisface.

"Alright,Iwillwaituntilyoutellmeeverything!"

Deepinherheart,Zoeyincreasinglylookedforwardtotheirbigday.

Lately,thewomanwasbusierthaneverbecauseshehadtoworkandhandletheprojectworthone

hundredbillion.Shealsohadtoprepareforherwedding.



Apartfromallthat,shealsohadtotakepartinshootingforaTVdrama.

Fortunately,Damon,thevicepresidentofOrientalStarGroup,assistedherinmanywaystominimize

herworkload,includingdealingwithreportersandvisitorswhocame.

Ifnotforhim,Zoeywouldbeoverwhelmedwithallsortsoftasks.

"Mr.Trudon,I’mtrulysorryforallthetroubleslately!"

Damondidn’tmindhelpingher,soheflashedherasmiletoputheratease.Duetomanytrivial

problems,hefrequentlywentinandoutofZoey’sofficeandevenlookedforherafterofficehours.

Meanwhile,Jayden,Lyndsay,andtheotherswerehavingameetinginGoldenPlaza.

"ZoeyLopezisabouttogetmarriedsoon.Hehe,IhopesheandLeviGarrisonwilllikethegiftthatwe’ve

speciallypreparedforher!"

Lyndsayaddedsmilingly,"ItwillbehowthingsendforanyonewhogoesagainstPinnacleGroup!"

AchillyglareflashedacrossJayden’seyes.

EversinceLevitookawaytheproject,theyhadheldagrudgeagainsthim.Theyrefusedtolethimoff

thehookforwhathe’ddonetothem.

Chapter1007

Timeflewby,andZoeyandLevihadstayedinthehotelformanydays.



Aftermorethantendays,Zoeysuddenlysaidtohim,"Myperiodhasn’t…"

"Oh?Really?"Leviaskedexcitedly.

"I’llgotothehospitaltodoapregnancytestlater.Sylaswilljoinme,soyoudon’thavetocomewith

me,"shesaid.

Actually,Zoeyhadalreadysecretlytakenapregnancytestathome;sheknewshewaspregnant.

Nevertheless,shewouldberelievedonlyaftershewentthroughtheproperpregnancytestinthe

hospital.

"Okay,I’llwaitforyourgoodnewsthen!"

Leviactuallywishedtogoalongwithher.However,aftergivingitathought,hefeltthatitwasbetterto

waitforhernewsbecausehewastoonervous.

ZoeyandSylassoonarrivedatthehospitalforapregnancytestintheafternoon.

"WhydoIfeellikesomeoneisfollowingus?"

Sylasinstinctivelyfeltsomethingunusualintheair,butthewomandidn’tmanagetonoticeanythingout

ofplacewhensheturnedaround.

Therewasnoonebehindthem,saveforafewpatientswhoworefacemaskspassingby.

"Sylas,you’rebeingoversensitive."



Zoeyheadedintothewardforhertest.

Afteralongtimeofwaiting,thetestresultwasoutintheevening.

"Congratulations,Ms.Lopez!You’reindeedpregnant!"thedoctortoldhertheresultsmilingly.

TearsofjoyescapedZoey’seyesuponhearinghisconfirmation.We’regoingtohaveababyaftergoing

throughupsanddownstogetherforalmosttenyears.

Afterobtainingthetestresult,sherushedbacktothecompanywithSylasexcitedly.

JustasshewasabouttosharethegoodnewswithLeviandIris,hersecretarycameuptoherandsaid

nervously,"Ms.Lopez,thisdoesn’tlookgood.We’reinbigtrouble!"

"What’sgoingon?"Zoeyasked,totallyperplexed.

Thesecretarypushedanotebookinfrontofher.

Zoeyreadthecontentandwasflabbergasted.

Aheadlineonthescreenread:Bombshell:PresidentofOrientalStarGroupZoeyLopezisPregnant!

Whoisthebaby’sFather?

"What’sgoingon?Howonearthdidthemediagetthenewsandrevealitrightafterweobtainedthe

pregnancyresult?"Sylaswasatalossforwords,



Zoey’sheartsank.

Sheinstantlyknewthatsomeonewantedtotargether.

It’saset-up!Someonemusthaveorchestratedit!

Zoeyhadrecentlybecomeapopularfigure,attractingalotofpublicattention.Thus,itwasnosurprise

whenthenewsofherpregnancyimmediatelybecameahottopicassoonasitwasreleased.

Aminuteafterthisnewspaperrevealedthenews,hundredsofnewspapersbeganreportingonitaswell.

Innotime,Zoey’spregnancybecamethehottestnewsineverynewspaper.

AlmosteveryoneinNorthHampton,SouthHampton,anddifferentregionsintheSouthwasawareof

thenews.

Zoey’spopularitycontinuedtoincreaseastimewentby.

Tenminutesafterthenewswasreleasedtothepublic,manynewspapersbegandiggingfornewsinto

anotherrelatedaspect–theidentityoftheunbornbaby’sfather.

ZoeyandLevihaddivorcedforalongtime;theyweren’trelatedinanywayanymore.

TherehadbeennosinglescandalaboutZoeythroughoutthesixyearswhenLeviwasinjail.

LevihasnevertouchedZoey.



Zoeyhadbeenseengoinginandoutofahotellately.Thewomanhadevenboughtmedicineforherself

fromanearbypharmacy.

Afterlistingdownmanyreasons,thereportersdeducedthatthebabywasdefinitelynotLevi’s.

Ontheotherhand,ZoeywaspregnantaftersheandLevidivorced.

Therefore,theycouldonlycomeupwithtwoconclusions.

First,itwasafactthatZoeywaspregnantbeforemarryinganyone.Afterall,evenherpregnancytest

resulthadbeenrevealed.

Second,Zoeycouldprobablyhavealong-termsecretrelationship,anditexistedwhenshewasstill

Levi’swife.

Thetwoconclusionsspreadlikewildfireassoonasthereporterswroteaboutthem,andthenetizens’

commentswereblowingup.

Assuch,Zoeyseemedtobedoomed.Everythingwasspiralingoutofhercontrol.

Chapter1008

Themediawerestilltryingtofindoutwhothefatherwas.Soon,thesecretwouldcometolight.Even

thepaparazziandprivatedetectiveswerealsoinvestigatingthiscaseinsecret.Withthat,Zoey’s

pregnancybecamethetalkofthetown.Whoisthefatherofherchild?

Uponreadingthenewsinthemedia,Zoeywasthunderstruck.Herfaceinstantlyturnedpale.

Sylasexploded."Someoneistryingtostiruptrouble!"



WeallknowZoeywell!Yes,she’spregnant,andwithoutadoubt,thechildshecarriesisLevi’s!What’s

withalltheserumors?

Zoeyknewwhothemastermindwas,butitwastoolateforhertocontrolthedamagenow.

Uponreceivingthenews,Irisrushedover.

"Badnews,Zoey.We’resurroundedbyjournalistsandpaparazzi!Theymusthavecomeforyou.The

officeisnotasafeplaceforyouanymore.Yougottogo!"Irissuggested.

"Allright.I’llfindaplacetohide."

WithSylas’help,Zoeymanagedtoleavethebuildingwithoutbeingnoticedbythejournalistsand

paparazzi.

Initially,theythoughtoftakingshelterinthecompany’scondominium,butbythetimetheyarrived,

membersofthepresswerealreadywaitingforthemattheentrance.

"Wecan’tgotothevillaeither.I’msuretherewillbepeoplethereaswell!"Zoeyanalyzed.

"Let’sgotomyplacethen!"

SylasthenbroughtZoeytohercondominium.

JustwhenSylaswasabouttodriveintoherneighborhood,shenoticedthatagroupofpeopleemerged.



"They’rehere!They’rehere!Let’sgetholdofthem!"Agroupofpaparazzistartedsnappingphotosof

ZoeyandSylasinthecar.

Aftertheyhadsuccessfullyenteredthebuilding,Damoncalled.

"Iheardyou’vegoneintohiding,butIneedyoutosignafewdocumentsurgently.WherecanIfind

you?"

Damonsoundedanxious.

"Allright.Comeandfindmeat…"

Halfanhourlater,EboneBeard,themostexperiencedpaparazziofthebunch,shouted,"Look!Here

comesourtarget.Stayfocused!"

Thesepaparazziwereknownforexposingtheprivatelivesofcelebritiesandwealthypeople.

Theyallgatheredhereafterreceivingatip-off.

Atfirst,theydidnotbelieveitbutwereconvincedthattheinformationtheyreceivedwasrealafter

seeingZoey.

Soon,ablackcararrivedandparkedrightinfrontoftheSylas’condominium.

Amaninasuitthengotoutofthecar.Hewaswearingacapandevenhadamaskon.

ZoeywastakenabackbyDamon’slookwhenshesawhim."Whyareyoudressedlikethis?"



"Bettertobesafethansorry.Pleasesignthesedocumentsassoonaspossible!"

DamonthenpassedallthedocumentstoZoey.

Withouthesitation,Zoeydroppedhersignaturesonallthedocuments.Littledidsheknow,itwasalla

scheme,andshehadunknowinglyfallenintothetrap.

AftercollectingallthedocumentsfromZoey,Damonturnedaroundwithasmirk.Hethenlefttheplace

inhiscar.

Eboneasked,"Haveyouallgottentheshots?"

"Yes,wegotthem.SothismanisthefatherofZoey’schild?Unbelievable!"

"Lookingatthewayhedressed,hemustbeherlover."

Ebonesaidwithasmile,"Sorteverythingout,dosomeresearchonthatman,andsendthepicturesout

tothemedia.We’regoingtoberichsoon!"
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"We’vegotupdatesontheman!HisnameisDamonTrudon,thevicepresidentofOrientalStarGroup,

andhe’sZoey’sright-handman.He’sthirty-nineyearsoldandafathertotwokids!"

Oneofthemenburstoutlaughing.

Ebonesneered,"Uselesswoman.Shemusthavebeenhavinganaffairwiththismanforquitesometime



now,andshe’sevenpregnantwithhischild!"

"Shameonher!Howcouldshehookupwithamarriedmanwhoalreadyhastwokids?"

"Let’sexposeher!Everyoneshouldknowwhatkindofwomansheis!"

Thepaparazziwereveryexcited.

Eboneletoutacoldsnort."ZoeyLopezisdoomed!"

Hehadnotbeensoecstaticinyears.Notonlycouldhemakeaquickbuckoutofthisscandal,buthe

couldalsodestroysomeonewhosatontopofthesocialpyramid.

Whatagreatfeeling!

Anhourhadpassedwhenthemediareleasedthegroundbreakingnewssimultaneously.Theyclaimed

thattheyhadidentifiedthefatherofZoey’schild!

Toeveryone’ssurprise,themanwasDamon!

Thenewsalsoprovidedextensivebackgrounddetailsabouthim:DamonTrudonisZoeyLopez’svice

president.Theyhavebeenworkingcloselyforthepastsixmonthsandhavespentalotoftimetogether.

NotonlyisDamonthirty-nineyearsold,butheisalsoafathertotwochildren.

Inotherwords,Zoeywasahomewrecker!

Thenewsreportsalsopublishedquiteanumberofphotosandvideosasevidence.



Firstofall,themediareleasedphotosandvideosthatshowedDamonandZoeywalkingintoabuilding

duringwork.

Next,theyshowedproofthatDamonandZoeyenteredahotelataboutthesametime.Theyeven

includedalistofitemsbothofthemspentonwhentheywerethere.

ThenewsreportsthenwentontoexplainhowZoeywentintohidingandhadaprivatemeetingwith

Damoninacondominium.TheyalsoincludedavideoofDamonwalkingintothebuildingwithacapand

amaskon.

Lastbutnotleast,themediareleasedanothervideoofZoeyundergoingabodycheckupatahospital

thismorning.Thesamemanwhohadacapandamaskonwasalsopresentintheclip.

AlltheevidencegavetheimpressionthatZoeywascarryingDamon’schild.

Therewasnowayshecoulddenytheirrelationshipasheaccompaniedhertothehospitalforher

prenatalcarevisit.

Zoeywasutterlydumbfounded.

ItwasapparentthatDamonwasinvolvedinthisscheme,andhedefinitelyplayedacrucialroleinit.

GettingZoeytosignthosedocumentswasjustanexcuseforhimtoshootthevideo.

NowonderSylasfeltasifsomeonehadbeenfollowingus,soshewasright.Apparently,Damonwasat

thehospitaltoo!



Ishouldhavebeenmorealert.

Thesocialmediawassoonawashwithcriticism,andnetizensstartedcallingZoeyashamelessb*tchand

ahomewrecker.

Thenewsspreadlikewildfireontheinternet,especiallythevideos.

Therewereevenfakeandeditedvideoscirculatingthesocialmedia.However,manynetizensbelieved

whattheysawwithoutverifyingtheirveracity.

Afterall,peoplehadthetendencytoregardwhattheysawasreality.

Uponreceivingthenews,IrisimmediatelycontactedZoey."Thisisbad!Wecan’tfindDamonanymore.

We’vebeentricked!"

Atthispoint,howcouldZoeydefendherselfwhenalltheevidencethemediapresentedwasagainsther?

"Youneedtomovetoanewplacesoonsincetheyknowwhereyouarenow."

JustwhenZoeyandSylaswereabouttoleave,theynoticedthatagroupofpeoplehadsurroundedthe

building.

Chapter1010

Therewasnowaytheycouldescapefromthebuildinganymore.

"Whatdowedonow?"Sylasasked.



"I’llgiveLeviacall."

ShegotthroughtoLevionthephone."Darling,somethingterriblehappened!"

Levididnotknowwhatwasgoingonashewasstillathome."Whatisit?"

WhenLevicheckedhisphone,hewasstunnedbywhatheread.

Didallthishappeninjustonemorning?

"Whereareyou?I’llgoandgetyounow!"

LevispedtoSylas’condominiumandnoticedthatalargegroupofpaparazziandjournalistswere

swarmingintothebuilding.

Hence,heimmediatelycalledAzureDragon,whothencameandexpelledthecrowd.

LevifinallymanagedtoenterthebuildingandfindZoey.HethenbroughthertotheWarzone

compound.

Tohim,thatwasthesafestplaceforZoey.

Yet,thefactthatZoeywentintohidingcausedtherumorsabouthertoblowoutofproportion.

AttheBlackfamily’smanor,Meredithgotsomadthatshenearlyfainted.



"What?LeviisnotthefatherofZoey’sbaby?Thebabybelongstoanothermarriedman?"

IthadnotbeeneasyforMeredithtoacceptthatZoeywascarryingLevi’schild.

Needlesstosay,thisrumorfurtherfueledherangertowardZoey.

Howdoyouexpectmetositquietlyandwatchthishappen?

"Mom!HowcouldyounottrustZoey?"

AaronandCaitlynimmediatelydefendedtheirdaughter.

"Iwanttotrusthertoo,butthere’sallthisevidenceagainsther!Howdoyouexpectmetotrusther

basedonmygutfeeling?"Meredithroared.

"That’sright.Someoftheevidencemightbefake,butmostofthemarereal!Eventheguyinvolvedhas

fled!"Robertsaid.

"Whyisthishappeningtoourfamily?Idon’tevenhavethecouragetofacethepublicanymore!"

"She’sadisgracetotheLopezandBlackfamilies!"

"I’llnothesitatetogiveheraslapifshedarestostepintothishouse!"

…



"Idon’tcarewhatyousay,butIhavefaithinmydaughter.Shemusthavebeenframed!"

Meanwhile,agroupofjournalistsgatheredinfrontoftheofficebuildingthatMorrisGroupandOriental

StarGroupco-owned.

NoelleSinsler,anothervicepresidentofOrientalStarGroup,addressedthematterbeforethemedia,

"OnbehalfofOrientalStarGroup,Iapologizefortheproblemscaused,andwe’lltakefullresponsibility

forthescandal!"

"ZoeyLopez’spersonallifehasalwaysbeenamess.Thoughshe’sdivorced,shedoesn’tactuallyhavea

cleanbreakupwithherex-husband.Besidesthis,shehasbeenhittingonouryoungmaletalentsfrom

theentertainmentdepartment.Buttherewasnothingwecoulddoatthattimebecauseshe’sour

president.Wesincerelyhopethatthepubliccouldacceptourapology!"

Havingsaidthat,Noellebowedtothecamera.

TheactofNoellemakingapublicapologyonbehalfofOrientalStarGroupwasequivalenttoadmitting

thatZoeywasindeedahomewrecker.

Innotime,themediareleasedanothernewsarticlewiththeheadline:OrientalStarGroupcomesclean

abouttheZoey-Damonaffairandthetruthbehindherpregnancy.

Onceagain,thescandalbecameoneofthetrendingtopicsonsocialmedia.

AlltheemployeeslookedatNoelleinshock.Hasn’tshealwaysbeenalow-profileperson?Whydidshe

bashZoeyallofasudden?

Theyweretakenabackbythesuddenchangeinherbehavior.



"What’swrongwithyou?WhyareyoudoingthistoZoey?"

Irisimmediatelysteppedinandinterruptedher.

Noellerespondedwithacoldsnort,"I’mabsolutelyembarrassedbywhatmybosshasdone.Sheshould

beashamedofherself!Besides,theevidenceisconclusive.Whatelsehaveyougottosay?"

Noellethenturnedaroundandlookedattherest."ZoeyLopezdoesn’tdeservetoleadthecompany

anymore.Sheshouldstepdownandleavethecompany!"

"Howdareyou!"Iris’eyesglowedwithatoweringrage.
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Atthispoint,Noellefinallyrevealedherambition.

OrientalStarGrouphadrecentlysecuredaprojectthatwouldrakeinonehundredbillion,sothe

companyhadabrightfutureahead.

OnceZoeyisoutoftheway,Ishallbecomethenextpresident,andeveryonewillhavetolistentome!

Inthemeantime,therewasacommotioninfrontoftheofficebuilding.

ItwasDamon’sfamily.

Hiswife,parents,brothers,andrelativeswereallgatheredoutside.

Atleastahundredpeoplearrivedinseveralcars,andtheywantedtobargeintothebuildingtosettle



scoreswithZoey.

Someofthemcamewithwoodenclubs,andsomeevenhadknivesintheirhands.

IfitwerenotforSethandhismen,theserowdieswouldhaveintrudedthebuilding.

"Whereisthatb*tch?Askhertocomeoutnow!"

"Comeout,youslut!You’redoomed!"

"Justyouwait!I’llkillyou!"

…

Damon’sfamilywentonthreateningandcursingZoeyattheentranceofthebuilding.

Ofcourse,themediawentintoafrenzyandstartedtakingphotosandvideosofthechaosasmuchas

theycould.

Someevenstartedlive-streamingonthespot.

Onceagain,thepicturesandvideosofthehullabaloomadeittothetrendingtopicsonsocialmedia.

Withthat,thescandalcontinuedtotaketheinternetbystorm.

EvenDamon’swifecameoutandaccusedZoeyofdestroyingherfamily.



"Thathomewreckerseducedmyhusband!It’sallherfault!"

"Letusin!Weneedtoteachthatb*tchalesson!"

"Wewanttokillthatshamelesswoman!"

"She’sthemostpromiscuouswomanofthecentury!"

Damon’sparentsandin-lawswereamongthefirsttoforcetheirwaythrough.

Atthispoint,Sethandhismencouldnolongerstopthemfromenteringthebuilding.

Outofnowhere,Noellewentupandsaid,"Pleaseacceptourapology.Itotallyunderstandhowyoufeel,

butZoeyhasgoneintohiding.Wedon’tevenknowwheresheisnow!"

"Goneintohiding?I’llhuntherdownifit’sthelastthingIdo!"

ItwasasifDamon’sfamilymemberswerepossessedbydemons.

Irisexclaimed,"Whoareyoutoapologizetothem?Youdon’tevenknowasinglething!"

NoelletooktheopportunityandpointedatIris."ThiswomanisZoey’sbestfriend.Sheshouldknow

wherethatb*tchis!"

ThecrowdinstantlychargedtowardIris.



"Telluswheresheisrightnow!"

MorrisGroup’sofficebuildingdescendedintoanotherroundofhavoc.

Itwassochaoticthattheentirecompanycouldnotoperateasusualanymore.

"We’llnotleaveunlessyoutelluswhereZoeyis!Don’tyoudaretorunawayfromustoo!"

Damon’sfamilystoppedeveryonefromleaving.

Meanwhile,atGoldenPlaza.

Lyndsayletoutasatisfiedlaughafterreadingthenewsontheinternet."Thisisthepriceyouneedto

payforsecuringtheonehundredbillionproject."

Jaydennoddedinagreement."ThisistheendforZoeyLopez!"

Hethenasked,"Sohow’sDamon?"

"I’vehiddenhimataplacetheywouldneverfindout."Lyndsaylaughed.

"Great!NotonlydidwedestroyZoey,butwealsomanagedtodeliverablowtoMorrisGroup’sbusiness.

Thiswillbringusastepclosertotheacquisitionoftheircompany!"

Meanwhile,theturnofeventshadcausedthecolortodrainfromLevi’sface.



Levi,whowasgoingthroughtheonlinenewswithAzureDragonandhismen,saidinacoldvoice,"What

elsecanwedonow?"

"Let’sgoandfindDamon!Iheardhe’sinhidingnow,"Kirinsaid.

Allofasudden,AzureDragonexclaimed,"Look!It’sDamon!"

AvideoofDamonpoppeduponsocialmedia,andinthevideo,headmittedtohavinganextramarital

affairwithZoey.

Chapter1012

Thevideoclipemergedasasurpriseonalltheonlinenewsportals.

ThepersonwhospokeinthevideowasnoneotherthanDamon.

Thevideowasdividedintotwoparts.

DamonfirstadmittedthathewasinarelationshipwithZoeyandthathewasthefatherofherbaby.

Accordingtohim,sheevenforcedhimtoleavehiswifeandthreatenedhimwiththeirunbornbaby.

Heevenwentintogreatdetailaboutwhathappenedintheofficewhentheywereworkingtogether.

Inthesecondhalfofthevideo,Damonapologizedtohisfamilyandowneduptoallhiswrongdoingsin

betweensobs.

Towardtheend,hesworethathewouldleaveZoey.



Allinall,hepresentedhimselfasthevictimofthisscandal,asifZoeyweretheonewhoforcedhiminto

submission.

ThevideocutthroughZoey’sheartlikeasharpblade,pushingherdeeperintotheabyss.

NetizensstartedlambastingZoeyevenmoreintenselyafterthereleaseofthevideo.

TheywereallconvincedthatDamonhadbeenthevictimofZoey’sabuseallalong.

Afterwatchingthevideo,Levismashedthetablet.

"AzureDragon!"

"Yes!"

AzureDragonandhismensteppedforward.

"FindDamonTrudonfirst,thenseizeallthepaparazziandbringthemtome!Iwantallthekeyboard

warriorsandthepeopleinchargeofthenewspaperpublishersandonlinenewsportalshereaswell!

Andfindthemastermindbehindthisscheme!Iwillpersonallydealwiththeculprit!"

…

"Youhaveonedaytobringthesepeopletome!Theymustallappearinfrontofmebeforesunrise!"

Leviwastrulyinfuriated.



HowdaretheybullyZoey?Thesepeoplearetestingmypatience.

Heknewwhowasbehindallthis,andhewouldnotletthemoffeasilyanymore!

Themastermindsmusthavekepttheiridentitiesasecretandtriedtotargetme.Afterall,Pinnacle

Groupknowsaboutmyidentity.

TheycarriedtheirplansodiscreetlythatevenMorrisGroupwasunabletofindoutwhotheculpritwas.

However,unbeknownsttothem,LeviGarrisonalsohadasecretidentity—hewastheGodofWar!

Tohim,dealingwiththesepeoplewouldbeapieceofcake!

"Allright!"AzureDragonandhismenrespondedunanimously.

Justicewouldbeservedthatnight,andZoeywouldbefreefromalltheseaccusations!

EveryonewaitedforPhoenix,whowastheworld’sbestelitehacker,tocarryouttheinvestigations.

Injustashortwhile,hemanagedtolocatethosepeopleandtheirinformation.

"DamonTrudonhasrecentlyreceivedonebillioninhisbankaccount.Hehasalsofrequentedthehotel

thatyouandMs.Lopezwerestayingintomisleadthepublicintobelievinghewastheretomeether.

ThepersonwhoprovidedallthephotosandvideosofDamonandMs.Lopezworkingtogetherwas

NoelleSinsler,anothervicepresidentofOrientalStarGroup.Shehasalsoreceivedfivehundredmillion

inheraccount."



"ThepeoplewhoshotthepicturesandvideosoftheprivatemeetingsbetweenDamonandMs.Lopez

wereagroupofpaparazziledbyEboneBeard.Asforthekeyboardwarriors,theywerehiredbyTimes

GrouptotarnishMs.Lopez’sreputation,andthecompany’sperson-in-chargeisFloydHenderson.A

totaloffifty-eightmediacompaniesandforumswereinvolvedindisseminatingthenews!"

"Apartfromthat,allthenewspaperpublishersinbothNorthHamptonandSouthHamptonalso

intentionallyplayedupthisscandalintheirnewsreports!Lastbutnotleast,theultimatemastermindis

PinnacleGroup,andthekeyfigureswhoorchestratedallthisareJaydenandLyndsay."

"Great.Captureallthesepeopleandbringthemtomebeforesunrise!"

AmurderousglintflashedacrossLevi’sbloodshoteyesasifhewerereadytogoonakillingspree.
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TheSouthernDailyNewwasthelargestnewspaperpublisherintheSouth.

Atthatmoment,thewholepublishinghousewasworkingovertime,andtheatmospherewashectic.

TheexposéofZoeygeneratedsomuchbuzzthattheycouldbarelycope.Therevenuefromjustthese

twodaysalonewasmorethanenoughtocoverthemformonths.

Asthefirstreporterwhobrokethenewsaboutthescandal,RyanDanaherwascurrentlysurroundedby

alotofpeople.

Previously,hewasonlyalow-rankingstaffmemberattheSouthernDailyNews.

EversinceheexposedZoey’sscandal,hisstatusrapidlyroseinthecompany.



Alltheseniormanagersatthenewspaperhadpersonallymetwithhim.

Evenrivalmediacompaniesweretryingtopoachhimover.

Moreover,hisfemalecolleagueswereallgivinghimsubtlehints.

Thoseladiesusedtobebeautieswhowouldn’tbataneyelidathim,butnow,theywereallthrowing

themselvesathim.

ItmadeRyanfeelecstatic.

Ifnotforthemysteriousmanwhodeliveredtheinformationtome,Iwouldn’tevendaretodreamof

suchaday.

"Ryan,sincewe’regoingtofinishworklate,whydon’tyoustayoutsidetonight?"hisfemalesupervisor

askedsuggestivelyasshepassedhimakeycardtoaroom.

Whenhesawherseductiveexpression,thelustwithinhimwassetablaze.

Shehastreatedmeharshlyallthiswhile.Buttoday,evenshehastosubmitandofferherselftome.

ThethoughtofanimpendingnightofpassioncausedRyantohavehisheadintheclouds.

Atthatverymoment,someonekickedopentheofficedoor.

ThemanwhostormedinwasWhiteTiger.



"WhichofyouisRyanDanaher?"WhiteTigerdemanded.

"That’sthetwenty-fourthpersonwhohascomelookingforRyan.He’ssofamousnowthateveryone

wantsapieceofhim."

Allhiscolleagueslookathimenviously.

"Ryan,someonefromanothermajorcompanyisheretoseeyou,"someoneshouted.

Ryanstoodupanddeclaredhaughtily,"IamRyan.Stateyourbusinessquickly.Otherwise,justcome

backtomorrowasI’mgoingofffortheday."

WhiteTigerdidn’treplyasheclosedthedistancebetweenthem.

Suddenly,WhiteTigergrabbedRyan’scollarandslammedhimontotheofficetable,causingthetableto

splitinhalf.

Ryanscreamedinpainashisbackbrokefromtheimpact.

Everyonepresentwasshockedbywhathadjustoccurred.

WhiteTigerthendraggedthebloodiedRyanoutoftheoffice,justlikealifelessdog.

Fromanothercorner,AzureDragonalsodraggedthepersoninchargeofthepublisherout.

Meanwhile,Ebone’spaparazziteamwashidinginadilapidatedbasement.



"Ebone,wehavereceivedourmoney,sowhyarewehidinginhere?Weshouldbeoutdrinkingto

celebrate!"

Afewofhissubordinateswerestartingtobecomerestless.

"That’sright.Wewillbefine."

Ebonewarnedthemwithagrimexpression,"No,justtobesafe,wehavetostayinhiding.Afterall,our

enemyissomeonepowerful."

"Fine.Wewillcontinuetohidethensincenooneisgoingtofindthisplace."

Ebonecouldn’thelpbutsmile.

Theymadealotofenemiesduetotheirlineofwork.

Iftheydidn’thideproperly,itwouldbeeasyforthemtolosetheirlives.

Thebasementtheywereinwasverysecluded.Hehaduseditforhidingduringthelastthirteenyears,

andnoonehadeverfoundit.

Oneofhissubordinatesprotested,"Ebone,Ihaveafeelingthatsomethingisamiss.Whydon’twehide

somewhereelse?"

Hefeltastrongsenseofdread.



"Bullsh*t,noonehasfoundthisplaceinthirteenyears.Itwillbenodifferenttoday."

Ebonegavehimahardslap.

Suddenly,thedoortothebasementwasblastedtosmithereens.
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Thenextinstant,ahugemanwithbulgingmusclescamein.

Hewassotallthathehadtolowerhisheadtoenter.

"W-Whoareyou?"

Ebonepanickedashewasoverwhelmedbyanimpendingsenseofdanger.

Withoututteringaword,BlackTortoisesentEboneflyingwithaforcefulkick.

Ebonespewedblooduponimpactashefelthisspinebreak.

…

Intheend,BlackTortoisedraggedEboneandhismenoutandleft.

AllovertheSouth,similarsceneswereplayingoutwherereportersandpaparazziwerebeingtaken

away.



AtTimesGroupinSouthHampton.

Floydputbothhislegsonhisofficedesk,hummingasong.

ThescandalinvolvingZoey,whichtheTimesGrouporchestrated,nettedthemaprofitofsevenhundred

million.

Furthermore,itcontinuedtoincreaseastimewentby.

"Hahaha,injusthalfaday,wehavemadehalfayear’sworthofprofit!"Floydlaughedheartily.

Asapublicrelationscompanythatthrivedonscandals,allFloyd’sprofitsweremadefromexploitingthe

sufferingofothers.

Throughouthiscareer,hehaddestroyedmanycelebritiesandprominentfamilieswithhiscompany’s

underhandedmethods.

"Zoey,althoughyouareinnocent,it’sapitythatyouhavegotteninthewayofsomeoneelse,"Floyd

mumbledtohimselfwithasmilewhileholdingZoey’spicture.

Atthatmoment,hereceivedanemailwhichheopenedoutofcuriosity.

Thecontentsweresimple.ItorderedhimtopublishthetruthaboutZoey’sscandalandmakeapublic

apologytoher.Otherwise,hewouldhavetobeartheconsequences.

Whenhesawtheemail,Floydwasamused.



"Publishthetruth?Noway!AmIsupposedtogiveuptheseventoeighthundredmillionthatIhavejust

earned?Howdareyouthreatenme?Hmph!ItlookslikeIhavetoredoublemyeffortsandutterly

destroyZoey,"Floydsneered.

Infact,hewasn’ttheonlyonewhoreceivedtheemail.Morethanfiftyothermediacompaniesreceived

ittoo.

However,mostoftheirmanagementteamssharedFloyd’sattitudetowardthematter.

Theyweren’tafraidofthreats.Infact,theywereoutragedbyitandintensifiedtheireffortsinslandering

Zoey.

Verysoon,allofthemreceivedanotheremail.

Itdemandedthemtodisclosethetruthandmakeapublicapologyinanhour.Orelse,troublewould

comeknocking.

"Hahaha…"Floydburstintolaughter.

"What?Zoeycan’tsolveherproblem?Isthatwhyshe’sresortingtothreats?"

Floydimmediatelypublishedthetwoemails,claimingthatZoeywasthreateninghim.

HealsointensifiedtheattacksagainstZoeyandsteppeduptheinsults,furtherinflamingthescandal.

Andjustlikethat,heearnedanotherhundredmillion.



Afterall,hiscompanyreliedalotonthepublicitygeneratedbyscandals.Themorecontroversialitwas,

thehighertheprofits.

Therefore,thetwoemailsbecameatoolinhypingthecontroversy.

Theothermediacompaniesfollowedsuitbydisclosingtheemails.

TheywereallasdelightedasFloydwas.

"Comeandthreatenmeagain.Themorethreatsyoumake,themoreIprofitfromthem."Floydlaughed

heartily.

Everyoneelseintheofficewaslaughing.

Infact,theywerehopingtoreceiveanotheremail,eagerlywaitingtoworkovertime.

Veryquickly,theonehourdeadlinepassed.

Floydstoodupwithasmirk."Didn’tyougivemeadeadlineofonehour?Nowthatithaspassed,what

aretheconsequences?Didn’tyoupromiseIwouldhavetobearthem?"

"Mr.Henderson,they’reallbarkwithoutanybite.Whatsortofconsequencescouldtherebe?"

Everyonelaughedhaughtilyagain.

FloydwalkedtotheFrenchwindowofhisofficeandlookedoutatthecityscapefromthefiftiethfloor.



"Wherearetheconsequences?"hescreamedaloud.

Suddenly,thewindowbrokeintopieces.
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AsFloydstaredatthebrokenwindow,hewastooshockedtoevenreactwhentheflyingglassshards

fromtheimpactcuthisface.

Morethantenmenswungintohisofficelocatedonthefiftiethfloor.

ItwasKirinleadingasquadofBeasts.

Floydcouldbarelyimaginehowtheyevenentered.

Wearelocatedfiftystorieshigh!

"You…Whoareyou…"

Floyd’slipstrembledwhilehisfaceturnedashen.

"Doyouthinkwesentyoutheemailsfornothing?Whydoyouinsistonnotpublishingthetruthand

apologizing?"Kirinsneered.

"I…I…"

WhenFloydsawwhathadjustunfoldedbeforehim,heknewhisenemywasnotsomeonetomesswith.



"Didn’twesaythatyouhavetobeartheconsequences?"Kirinsneered.

"Whatareyoutryingtodo?YouwantourcompanytopublishthetruthandapologizewhenZoeydidall

thosedespicablethings?Whyshouldwe?"

Theotherswerevisiblyupset.

"What’sgoingon?Areyouplayingdumb?Youexpectmetobelievethatyou’renotawareofthetruth

regardingMs.Lopez?"Kirinaskedwithagrimexpression.

Thefewofthemwerevisiblypanickingastheyclearlyknewwhatthetruthwas.

"Ofcourse,it’sZoeyseducingamarriedmanandbecominghismistress,"thefewofthemsneered.

Kirindidn’treplyashesentFloydflyingwithathunderouskick.

Floydlandedafewmetersawayandcrashedintoanofficedesk,breakingit.Coveredinblood,he

howledinpainjustlikeapigbeingslaughtered.

"Whataboutnow?Areyougoingtoconfess?"Kirinaskedagain.

EveryoneelsedroppedtotheirkneesinfrontofKirinandpleaded,"Weadmitourmistake!Someone

wantedtomalignMs.Lopez,andwewerejustfollowingorders…"

"Takethemaway!"Kirin’seyesflashedwithacoldglint.



Followingthat,thesamethinghappenedtotheothermediacompanies.

TheywereallfilledwitharrogancebeforetheBeastsandAmethystGuardsstormedtheiroffice.Anyone

whowasinvolvedwastakenaway.

Thatnight,LyndsayandJaydendidn’tsleepastheywerebusyfanningtheflamesofZoey’sscandal.

TheywantedtodestroyZoey’sreputationcompletelybymorning.

"Hmm?What’sgoingon?Whyiseveryonestopping?"

Lyndsaywassurprisedwhenshenoticedthatallthemediacompanieswerenolongerpublicizingthe

scandal.

Withhersuspicionsraised,shequicklycalledhercontactsbutcouldn’treachanyofthem.

"Didsomethinghappentothem?"

Lyndsay’sheartbegantorace.

"DoesLevihavethecapabilitytocapturethem?Thatshouldbeimpossibleasthere’snowayhecanfind

outwhodidit,"sheremarked.

Itwasfouro’clock.

TherewasalargegroupofmenkneelinginfrontofLevi.Allofthemwereinvolvedinpublicizingthe

scandal.



Theirfaceswereallbruisedandswollen.

Levisneered,"Whocantellmethetruth?"

Allofthemremainedsilent.

"Verywell,wehaveabunchofstubbornfoolshere."

Levilaughedbeforeacruelsmileappearedonhisface.

HeraisedhislegandsentEboneflyingwithadevastatingkick.

Ebonefellontothegroundwithbloodgushingoutofhismouthwhilehisbodytwitchedviolently.

"I’llconfess!"

"Metoo!"

…

Everyonewasshockedbywhattheysawandvolunteeredtospillthebeans.

"Good!"



"Nowthateveryoneisgathered,whereisDamon?"Leviasked.

"Heisinhiding,andwe’restillsearchingforhim."

AzureDragonandtheothersloweredtheirheadsinregret.

"Go!Findhimassoonaspossible!"Leviroared.
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"Iremember!There’sonemoreplacethatwehaven’tsearched,"AzureDragonsuddenlyexclaimed.

Theyhadsearchedeverycornerofthecityexceptforone—theMorrisGroup.

AzureDragonhurriedthereimmediatelyandfoundDamonasexpected.

AfterreturningtotheMorrisGroup,hehidinthewarehouse.

Tohim,themostdangerousplacehadbecomethesafestone.

Soon,DamonwasbroughtbeforeLevialongwithNoelle.

"You…"

"Levi,whatareyouplanningtodo?Letmetellyou,itwasZoeywhoseducedme,soIhadnothingtodo

withit!"Damonbluffed.



Leviwasoutragedwhenheheardthosewords.

Hecouldn’tbelievethatDamonhadthegutstoslanderZoeydespitebeinginhispresence.

"Canyoudroptheact?"Levisneeredashesuppressedhisfury.

"Act?Whatact?ItwasZoeywhoforcedmetodoit.Shewantsmetogetadivorce,butIrefused.After

that,shethreatenedmewithherpregnancy.Sigh…I’mamarriedman,sohowcouldIagreetoher

request?"

Damoncontinuedtoliethroughhisteethwithoutevenblinking.

Noelleadded,"Levi,what’sthemeaningofthis?Whyhaveyoucapturedme?Letmegothisinstant,or

elseyouwillregretit!Also,whyisMr.Trudonheretoo?Zoeyistheoneatfault,soithasnothingtodo

withanyoneelse."

Leviglaredather."Iwillcometoyoulater.Letmefinishwithhimfirst."

"Doyoustillrefusetoconfess?"LevistaredatDamonandasked.

"Whatareyoutalkingabout?Idon’tknowwhatyoumean.Iknowthatyou’refeelingindignantabout

Zoey,butwhatIsaidistrue.WhatelsecanIdo?"

Leviraisedafingerathim."I’mgivingyouonemorechance."

"Evenifyougivemetenmorechances,theresultwillstillbethesame.Ihavetoldyouthetruth!"

Damoninsisted.



Suddenly,LevithrewapunchatDamon’sface.

Atthatveryinstant,bloodsplatteredeverywhere,andallofDamon’steethflewoutofhismouth.

Beforehecouldevenletoutascream,Damonfaintedrightaway.

"Wakehimup!"

Damonwasawokenbyasuddensplashofwater.

HelookedatLeviinhorror."Levi,nomatterhowyoutortureme,Iwillneverobeyyou!"

Noelleyelledangrily,"That’sright.Levi,don’tthinkyoucancowuswithviolence.I’mwarningyou,it’s

impossible!"

Levilookedatbothofthemandasked,"Doyouinsistonkeepingyourlipssealed?"

"Whatistheretoconfess?Howcanwesaysomethingthatdidn’thappen?Yourwifeisadespicable

personwhoseducedamarriedman.Sheisaslut,andthefactthatIworkforherdisgustsme.An

unscrupulouswomanlikeherdeservestodie!"Noelleranted.

Damonadded,"That’sright.Yourwifewastheonewhoseducedme.Whatdoesithavetodowithme?

Letmebehonestwithyou.Ieventookphotosandvideosofher.Hahaha…"

Leviletoutavicioussmile,andhiseyeswerefilledwithmurderousintent."Ihavealreadygivenyou

yourlastchance.Youshouldtakealookoutside."



AfterhearingLevi’swords,DamonandNoellewalkedtothedoorandopenedit.

Whentheysawwhatwasoutside,bothofthemgaspedinshockwhiletheirfacesturnedpale.
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Infrontofthem,therewereafewhundredpeoplekneeling.Allofthemwerecoveredinblood.

ThesightofthemshookDamonandNoelletotheircore.

What’sgoingon?

"Come,letmeintroduceyou.ThisisEbone…ThisisFloyd…"

WhentheyheardLeviintroducingthemenonebyone,DamonandNoellewereastounded.

Damnit!Everyoneinvolvedinpublicizingthescandalishere!

Havetheyallbeencapturedtoo?

WhointheworldisLevitobeabletodosuchathing?

"Allofthemhaveconfessed!"Levideclared."Howaboutbothofyou?"

Levi’saurawassointimidatingthatNoelleandDamonfeltsuffocated.



Theyexchangedglancesandsaid,"W-Wewillcomeclean…"

Theywerenowfinallyawareofhowterribletheconsequenceswouldbeiftheydidn’tcooperatewith

Levi.

Itwouldbefoolishofthemtobringsufferingonthemselves.

"That’sright.Wewilltellyoueverything.Actually,wewerealsoforcedtoslanderZoey."

Levinodded."Good…Continue."

"TheypaidmemoneyandthreatenedmewithmyfamilysothatIwouldhelpthemframeMs.Lopez.

Previously,theygavemeaccesstothehotelandgotmetoprintthebillandreceiptforMs.Lopezto

sign.ItwasdonetogivetheimpressionthatMs.LopezandIenteredthehoteltogether…"

DamonandNoelleexplainedeverything,includingallthenitty-grittydetails.

"Mr.Garrison,pleaseletusgo.Wehavetoldyoueverything!"DamonandNoellewerechokedupas

theypleaded.

Leviaskedwithasmile,"Didyourecordit?"

Phoenixnodded."Mm,wehaveit."

LevilookedatDamonandNoellewithadevioussmile."Ialreadygaveyouyourlastchance,butyou

weretheoneswhodidn’tappreciateit."



"What?Whatdoyoumean?"Damon’sexpressionchangeddrasticallywhileNoelle’sfacelostallcolor.

"No,butwetoldyoueverything…"Noelleexplained.

"AndIhavealsogivenyouachance."Levismiled.

ThenhelefttheroomwithPhoenix,leavingDamonandNoelleinside.

Atthatmoment,apackofferocious-lookingdogschargedintotheroom.

WhentheysawNoelleandDamon,theireyesglowedwithexcitement.

Phoenixshutthedoortightly.

Thenextmoment,screamsofanguishcouldbeheard.Itcontinuedforhalfanhourbeforesilencetook

over.

Althoughbothofthemwerestillalive,theirbodieswerecoveredwithwounds.Infact,therewereeven

partsoftheirbodieswhererawfleshwasbittenoff.

Bothofthemwerewrithinginimmensepainbeforepassingout.

Andthatwastheirpunishment.

Ateightinthemorning,Lyndsaywasstillunabletocontactanyonefromthemajormediacompanies.



BothsheandJaydenbegantopanic.

"Didhereallymanagetofindthem?"

"That’simpossible.Ihidallofthemwell.There’snowaytheMorrisGroupiscapableoflocatingthem

withtheircurrentcapabilities,"Jaydenreplied.

"I’vejustreceivednewsthatDamonhasdisappeared.Wasn’thehidingsecurelyattheMorrisGroup?"

Lyndsaywondered.

"Look,allthemediacompaniesareannouncingsomething,"theirassistantsuddenlyexclaimed.

Allofthemsuddenlysawaheadlineflashacrosstheirphonescreens.

ThetruthofZoeyLopez’scontroversy—she’sinnocent!

Thearticledescribedeverythingthathadactuallyhappened.

AllthemajormediahousespublishedthetruthandmadeapublicapologytoZoey.Theculprits,Damon

andNoelle,alsoadmittedtotheirattemptatslanderingZoey.
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Finally,thetruthwasrevealed,andZoey’snamewascleared.

Asjusticehadbeenserved,Zoeyheavedasighofrelief.

BoththeLopezandBlackfamilieswererelievedaswell.



Themajormediacompanies’apologiesmanagedtorestoreZoey’sreputation.

Shewasindeedpregnant,butthefatherofthechildwasLevi,notDamon.Furthermore,shewouldbe

remarryingLevisoon.Hence,themediacompaniesalsoannouncedthedateoftheirwedding.

Justlikethat,thenewsofthemgettingmarriedspreadfarandwide.

FromZoey’sperspective,itwasagoodthing.

Firstly,ithelpedinincreasingthecompany’sinfluence.Moreover,nooneelsecouldinterferewiththeir

weddingnow.Needlesstosay,therewerewinnersandlosersfromtheoutcome.

Whilethewinnersrejoiced,thelosersweredevastated,especiallyZoey’senemies.

Theydidn’texpectthatshewascapableofmakingsuchaspectacularcomebackwhenshehadalready

fallenintoabottomlessabyss.

Howdiditevenhappen?

TheoneswhoweremostdispiritedwereJaydenandLyndsay.

"IsLevithatpowerful?Ican’tbelievehemanagedtofindDamonandtheothers.Howwasheabletodo

it?Didn’tweshutdownallavenuesofcommunication?"Jaydenwonderedoutloud.

"Wehavetotallyunderestimatedhim.Hehasprovenhimselftobequitecapable."



"Whatdowedonext?Leviwoulddefinitelyhaveguessedthatwewerebehindit.Infact,hemust

alreadybelookingforustoexacthisrevenge."

LyndsaypanickedallofasuddenasshefeltthattherewasmoretoLevithanmettheeye.

Hewasn’tjustthebossofMorrisGroup.Infact,hemustbealotmorecapablethanwhathistitle

suggested.

Sheknewthathewasavengefulperson,sotherewasnowayhewasgoingtoletherandtheothersgo.

Jaydenremaineddefiant."Sowhat?WehavedestroyedallthetrailsthatconnectuswithDamon.

Hence,Leviwillnotbeabletofindanyevidence.Furthermore,wearethePinnacleGroup,sowhatcan

hedo?Nomatterhowpowerfulheis,isitenoughtochallengetheGarrisonfamily?"

Lyndsayfinallyheavedasighofrelief."Thatmakessense.IntheeyesoftheGarrisonfamily,heisjustan

insectregardlessofhowstrongheis."

Jaydenremainedcalm."That’swhyyoushouldloosenupbecausehewon’tbecoming.Abastardlike

himisnomatchfortheGarrisonfamily."

Meanwhile,LeviandKirinarrivedattheentranceofGoldenPlaza.

"Stop!Doyouhaveanappointment?You’renotallowedtobargeinlikethat."

Thesecurityguardattheentrancestoppedthem.

LeviGarrisonsmiled."I’mheretokillsomeone,sothere’snoneedforanappointment."



"What?"

Thebodyguards’eyeswidenedastheystaredatLeviindisbelief.

HowdarehecometoPinnacleGrouptokill?Suchimpudence!

"Stopwhereyouare!Areyoulookingfortrouble?"thesecurityguardyelledangrily.

"Getthem!"

AtLevi’scue,Kirinleapedintoaction.

ChargingintoGoldenPlaza,heslammedandpoundedeveryoneinhisway.Behindhim,Levistrolled

casuallypastallthefallenmenwhowerehowlinginpain.

"Thepresident’sofficeisonthethirty-seventhfloor?Attack!"Levicommandednonchalantly.

Floorbyfloor,LeviandKirinsteamrolledtheirwayup.

Morethanahundredsecurityguardsfromtheplazaarrivedtostopthembuttonoavail.Theyendedup

beingstrewnalloverthefloor,cryinginanguish.

Meanwhile,inthepresident’soffice,JaydenandLyndsaywerediscussingtheircounterattack.

"IfLeviknowswhatisgoodforhim,hewon’tcomeherelookingfortrouble,"Lyndsaysneered.



Theverynextmoment,theofficedoorwaskickeddownsohardthatitbrokeintopieces.The

thunderoussoundfromtheimpactstartledeveryone.

Followingthat,twomenentered,andoneofthemwasLevi.
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IttookawholetensecondsforJaydenandLyndsaytorealizewhatwasgoingon.

"You…Howdidyougethere?L-LeviGarrison…"Lyndsaygulpedanxiously.

"Where’sthesecurity?Whyissuchscumallowedinhere?Areallofyoujustforshow?"Jaydencalled

outtothesecurityguards.

Buttherewasnoonelefttoheedhiscall.

"Oh,aboutthesecurityguards,they’realllyingontheflooroutside.Istheresomethingyouneed?"Levi

asked.

"Y-y-you…"

ThedevioussmileonLevi’sfacesentachilldownJayden’sspine.

LeviapproachedthemandsatdowninJayden’schair.

"Getup!That’smychair.Howdareyousitinmyplace?"Jaydenrebuked.

However,inthefaceofLevi’sterrifyinggaze,Jaydenquicklyshuthismouth.



"DoyouknowwhyI’mheretoseeyou?"Leviasked.

JaydenandLyndsaybothshooktheirheadsbutwereunabletohidetheguiltontheirfaces.

"Doyoureallynotknow?"Leviaskedagain.

"Wedon’t!"Everyoneshooktheirheads.

Atthatmoment,LevisuddenlyslammedJayden’sheadontotheofficedesk.

HethengrabbedthecomputerandwallopedJayden’sheadwithit.Bloodsplatteredalloverasglass

fromthecomputerscreensplinteredout.

Thegruesomesceneshockedeveryonethere.

LyndsayandtherestshudderedinhorrorwhentheyheardJaydenscreaminanguish.

"Doyoustillnotknow?"Leviaskedagain.

"No…Iknow,Iknow…"

Beforeanyoneelsesaidathing,Jaydenyelledincapitulation.

"ButMr.Garrison,thishasnothingtodowithus,"Jaydenbegantodeny.



"Nothingtodowithyou?Tellme,Lyndsay,areyouguysinvolved?"Levidemanded.

"No,Iknowthatyoususpectus,butwereallydidn’tdoit.WearePinnacleGroupwhichissupportedby

theGarrisonfamily.Doyouthinkwewouldstoopsolowastodosuchathing?"Lyndsayexplained.

"That’sright.Givenhownobleourstatusis,committingsuchadespicableactisbeyondus,"theothers

added.

"Areyoureallynotinvolved?"Leviasked.

"N-No!"Everyoneshooktheirheads.

Outoftheblue,LevigrabbedapenandstabbeditintoJayden’spalm.

"Argh!"Jaydenletoutanagonizingcry,causingeveryonetoturnpaleandbreakoutincoldsweat.

"Areyouinvolved?"Levicontinuedtointerrogate.

Despitebeingoverwhelmedwithfear,Lyndsaywaspersistentinherdenial."No…we’renot."

"Kirin,bringmetheblade!"Leviextendedhishand.

KirinunsheathedacustomizedmilitarybladeandhandedittoLevi,whothenfiddledwithit.

HeaskedKirin,"DoyourememberhowmanyslashesImadeontheenemyspybeforehespilledthe

beans?"



Kirinponderedforamoment."Ithinkitwasthreehundredandtwenty-eight.He’sthemoststubborn

manIhaveeverencountered.Onlyafterbeingcoveredwithsomanycutsdidheconfesseverything."

LevilookedatKirinandsmiled."Kirin,youmaynotbelievewhatI’mgoingtosay.Mycarvingtechnique

issogoodthatIcangiveamanathousandcutswithoutkillinghim.Everycutofmineisabletoavoid

thevitalpoints.However,thespydisappointedmeasIwasconfidentofreachingathousandcutsthen."

"Boss,Ireallyhavetoseeitwithmyowneyestobelieveit."Kirinwasfilledwithdisbelief.

LeviturnedtoLyndsayandtherestwithasmile."I’llproveittoyoubydemonstratingitonthemwith

myblade.IguaranteethatIcanmakeathousandcuts,andtheywillstillsurvive."

Hearingthat,Kirinrepliedinglee,"That’sagreatidea.Ijustcan’twait!"
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WhentheyheardtheterrifyingconversationbetweenLeviandKirin,Lyndsayandtheotherstrembledin

fearastheirfaceslostallcolor.

"Who’sgoingtobethefirstone?You?Let’sstartwithyouthen."

Leviscannedtheroom,andhisgazefinallyfelluponJayden.

Rightatthatmoment,Jaydenpeedhispantsinfear.

"Please,Ibegyou!Letmego,andI’lltellyoueverything.Weweretheonesresponsibleforeverything.I

wastheonewhomalignedMs.Lopez."

Kneelingonthefloor,Jaydenowneduptoeverythinghedid.



Realizingthegamewasover,Lyndsayandtheothersfollowedsuitbydroppingtotheirkneesand

admittingtheirmistakes.

"Weweretheoneswhodidit.WewrongedMs.Lopez!"

Leviscoffed,"Oh?That’snotright.Howcansomeoneasnobleasyoucommitsuchadespicableact?"

Allofthemhungtheirheadsinshame.

"Can’tallofyouhavealittlemorebackbone?Justthementionofathousandcutsmadeallofyouwaver.

Moreover,Ihaven’tevendoneanythingyet,"Leviremarkedindisappointment.

Inhismind,heexpectedthemtoendureprobablytentoahundredslashes.

Intheend,theywerealljustcowardswithoutanyguts.

"Inthatcase,whatdoyousuggestwedoaboutthis?Yourdefamationhascausedmywifeimmense

mentaldistress,soIcan’tletitgojustlikethat,"Leviasked.

Lyndsayandtheothersexchangedglancesbeforeoffering,"Wewillmakeapublicapologyandthen

compensateMs.Lopez."

"Whatwillyoucompensateherwith?"Leviinquired.

"Money,ofcourse!Giveusanumber.Abillionorevenacoupleofbillionwillnotbeaproblem,"

Lyndsaydeclared.



Moneywasn’taproblemforthewealthyPinnacleGroup.

"No,Idon’twantmoneyasI’mnotshortofit,"Levireplied.

"Inthatcase,whatdoyouwant?"Lyndsayrealizedsomethingwasamiss.

"Iwantyoutopaywithyourlives!"Levi’seyesflashedwithmurderousintent.

Whentheyheardhiswords,everyone’slegsgaveoutinshock.

LyndsayhadastrongsenseofforebodingthatLeviwasreallygoingtokillthem.

ShestareddirectlyatLevi."Youdarekillus?"

"Whynot?"

"WearetheseniormanagementofthePinnacleGroup,andI’msureyou’reawareofwhoownsthe

group.HeistheheiroftheGarrisonclan,TyroneGarrison.Weareunderhisdirectsupervision.

Furthermore,Mr.DamienGarrisonisalsobackingusup.Sohowdareyoulayafingeronus?"Lyndsay

sneered.

Justasshespoke,everyoneelsesuddenlyrealizedthattheywereunnecessarilycowedbyLevi.Intruth,

therewasnoneedforthemtofeelafraidatall.

Afterall,theyweremembersofthePinnacleGroup,whichwassupportedbytheGarrisonclanof

OaklandCity.Hence,theycouldn’timaginewhointheworldwoulddaretoharmthem.



Uponrealizingthefact,theygraduallystoodupandstoppedkneelingbeforeLevi.

EvenJaydenheavedasighofrelief.HeglaredatLeviandoffered,"WewillapologizetoZoeyand

compensateherfinancially.Youcantakeitorleaveit.Levi,youbetterthinktwicebeforeyoudo

anythingtous.YouwillbechallengingMr.DamienandthewholeGarrisonclan."

Lyndsaysneered,"Iadmitthatyouhaveexceededmyexpectations.But,comparedtotheGarrisonclan,

youarenothingbutaninsect."

"Isthat’swhyyouhavedecidedtoresolvethisinsuchaninsinceremanner?"Leviasked.

"Otherwise,doyoureallywanttogoagainsttheGarrisonclan?Listentome.Youshouldletthematter

rest.Despitehowunfairyouthinkitis,youhavetobearwithit."JaydenpattedLeviontheshoulder.

Atthatmoment,LevitwistedJayden’shandaroundandsnappedhiswrist.
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FromJayden’sperspective,therewasnowayLeviwoulddarechallengetheGarrisonclan.Hethought

Levihadnochoicebuttoturnablindeyetowhattheydid.Foranyinjusticethathesuffered,Levicould

onlyacceptitinsilence.

However,Jaydendidn’texpectLevitoattackhim.

Levisenthimflyingwithadevastatingkick.

Jayden’sbodyslammedagainsttheconcretewallbeforedroppingtotheground.Bloodsplatteredall

overthewallfromtheimpact.



Aftertwitchingforabriefmoment,helostconsciousness.

"Levi,howdareyoubeatupMr.Garrison’ssubordinate?"Lyndsaybellowed.

"Areyoucrazy?BydoingthistoMr.Yolander,youhaveinsultedtheGarrisonclan.Doyouhaveadeath

wish?"theothersyelledatLevi.

TheyattemptedtobringthepowerfulGarrisonclanintothemattersothattheycouldintimidateLevi.

"HumiliatingtheGarrisonclanispreciselywhatI’mlookingtodo."

Withoutsayinganotherword,LevislappedLyndsaybackandforth,causingeveryonetofallsilent.

"Levi,aren’tyouafraidthattheGarrisonclanwouldexactrevenge?Knowyourplace.Intheeyesofthe

Garrisonfamily,you’rejustabastard,"Lyndsayyelled.

Allshegotforareplywasanotherslap.

Theslapwassoforcefulthatawoundopenedup,exposingherflesh.Consequently,herfacebeganto

lookmutilated.

Atthatmoment,ZoeycalledandaskedLeviwherehewas.

Afterheendedthecall,hesneered,"CountyourselvesluckythatIletyoulive.However,allofyoumust

givesomethingupinexchange."



"What?"Lyndsayandtheotherspanicked.

"Atleastleavebehindahandorsomefingers,orelsedeathiswhatawaitsyou."

"Doityourselves."Levithrewhisknifetothem.

Afteramomentaryhesitation,Lyndsaypickedupthebladeandswungithardatherownhand…

Sheletoutanagonizingscream,justlikeapigwhowasbeingslaughtered.

Everyoneelsehadnochoicebuttofollowsuitbymutilatingthemselveswiththeknife.

Excruciatingscreamsreverberatedthroughtheroomwhiletheairwasfilledwiththestenchofblood.

"Levi,youwillregretthis!Fromtodayonwards,theGarrisonclanwillnotrestuntiltheyhavedestroyed

you.Youareadeadmanwalking!"Lyndsayyelled.

"Hmm,butyouwon’tlivelongenoughtoseeit.Makeapublicapologynow!"Levibellowed.

Finally,underLevi’scoercion,Lyndsayandtheothersapologizedandrevealedthetruthontheinternet.

Afterthat,JaydenandLyndsaywereostracizedbythewholemediaindustrytotheextentthattheir

reputationswereutterlydestroyed.

Goingforward,theyhadtobecarefulwherevertheywent.Intheeventtheywererecognized,they

woulddefinitelybebeatenup.



AfterLevileft,allofthemwerestillcryinginanguish.However,morethanpain,theywereallfilledwith

hatred.

ItwasasifLevihadbanishedthemfromheavenandsentthemstraighttohell.

Theirwholeliveswereruined.

NotlongafterLevileft,Damiencalledthem.

"What’sgoingon?Whydidyouapologizeontheinternet?"Damiendemandedcoldly.

"Mr.Garrison,youhavetolistentous.It’sallLevi’sfault.Hewastheonewhodidthis,"Jaydenrantedin

achokedvoice.

LyndsayrelatedthemattertoDamienandaddedfueltothefirebyexaggeratingit.

"D*mnit,justyouwait,Levi!Iwillpersonallydealwithyou.IwillshowtheGarrisonfamilyandthe

wholeworldthatI’mmorepowerfulthanabastardlikeyou.Beyondthat,I’llletFatherknowthathis

decisiontoabandonyouwascorrect!"

Damien’svoicewasfrostyandcarriedwithitamurderousintent.

"Excellent!"Lyndsayandtheotherswerefilledwithtearsofjoy.

"Asforyoubunchofscum,it’stheendofyou,sodon’tforcemetodoitmyself."
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Meanwhile,LevireceivednewsthatLyndsayandhercompanionsdisappearedaftertheapology.

Sometimelater,theirbodieswerefoundinariver.

Levididn’tevenneedtoguesswhodidit.

TheGarrisonclanwassoruthlessthattheywouldnotallowanyonetoescape.

"Verywell,Iwilltakethemdownoneday."

Levi’seyeswerefilledwithresolve.

Afterhavinghernamecleared,Zoeyreturnedtothecompany.Shereshuffledthetopmanagement,and

everythingelsewentbacktonormal.

TheonlydifferencenowwasthateveryoneknewaboutthedateofherweddingwithLevi.

BothsheandLeviwerebusypreparingforit.

Infact,manyofheroldclassmatescalledtocongratulateher,includingthoseshemetwhenshewas

studyingoverseas.

Coincidentally,Zoeyneededbridesmaids.However,givenherage,mostofherfriendswerealready

marriedwithkids.

Sofar,Iriswasheronlybridesmaid.Therefore,Zoeyhadtochooseafewmorefromamongthefriends

shegottoknowabroad.



Asforthebestmen,ZoeyletLevidecideforhimself.

ItwasadifficultchoiceforLevitomakeashewasspoiledforchoice.

Smiling,hefellintosilencewhilehisthoughtsdriftedbacktotheirweddingdaysixyearsago.

HisbestmanthenwasMorris…Sadly,hewasnolongeraround.

Leviletoutalongsigh.

TheothertwobestmenwereMateoandJason.

Mateo,Morris,andhewerebestbuddiessincetheywereinschool.

However,Mateowastheleastcapableamongthemashehadarecklessdemeanor.

JasonwasbothamentorandafriendtoLevi.

SincehewasafewyearsolderthanLevi,hehelpedhimoutalot.

BasedonPhoenix’sinvestigations,MateoandJasontriedtheirbesttobailhimoutwhenhewassentto

prison,buttheydidn’tsucceed.

However,JasonmanagedtogetLevi’ssentencereducedbytwoyearsfromtheoriginaleight-year

sentence.



Afterthat,bothofthemdisappeared,andnooneknewwheretheywent.

"Iwantthemtobepresentatsuchanimportantevent."

Sixyearsago,hedidn’thavemanygoodfriends.Thoseweretheonlythree,butitwasmorethan

enough.

Leviimmediatelysenthismentolookforbothofthem.

Soon,PhoenixhadsomeupdatesonJason.

ShefoundoutthathewasamemberoftheillustriousLowefamilyofOaklandCity.Hehadspentafew

yearstrainingintheSouthernregion.

WhenLeviwasimprisoned,Jasonreturnedhome.

"Good,givemehiscontact."

Filledwithanticipation,LevicalledJason.

"Hello,whoisthis?"Thevoiceontheoppositeendofthelinesoundedsurprised.

"Jason,it’sme.LeviGarrison!"

"What?Levi?"Jason’stonewasoneofdelight.



Levilaughed."Jason,Ididn’texpectyoutobeamemberofoneofOaklandCity’sprominentfamilies!At

thattime,Istillthoughtyouwerefromapoorfamily."

"OaklandCity…I…"

AtthementionofOaklandCity,Jason’stonechanged.

Recently,hehadheardthatLeviwastheillegitimatesonoftheGarrisonclan.

Furthermore,hewasawarethattheywantedtoannihilateLevi,thebastardson.

Hence,hewasworriedthattheGarrisonclanwouldtakeactionagainsttheLowefamilyiftheyfound

outabouthisrelationshipwithLevi.

EspeciallysinceheheardthatDamienhimselfwantedtodealwiththematterpersonally.

Damienwasknowntobeextremelyruthless.

Therefore,ifhefoundoutthatJasonusedtobeLevi’sbestfriend,theLowefamilywouldbewipedout.

"Levi,what’sup?"

"Jason,I’mgoingtoholdmyweddingagainandwouldliketoinviteyou.Youmustattend!"

Jasonhesitatedforamoment."Levi,I’mafraidImightnotbeabletomakeit…"
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Jasondidn’tdareattendLevi’swedding.

Recently,hewasfeelinganxiousabouthisrelationshipwithLeviasDamienwaspersecutingeveryone

whowasconnectedtohim.

AlthoughJasonwasbasedinOaklandCity,hehadbeenbestfriendswithLeviforsometime.

Hence,therewasnowayDamienwasgoingtolethimgo.

Evenhidingwouldnotdohimanygood.

Therefore,attendingLevi’sweddingwasthelastthinghedaredtodoasthatwouldrevealhis

connectionwithLevi.

WhatiftheGarrisonclancomestodestroytheLowefamily?

AllhecoulddowaspraythattheGarrisonclandidn’tfindout.

Consequently,hewasunabletoattendtheweddingdespitebeingbestfriendswithLevi.

ConsideringthethreattheGarrisonclanposedtothesurvivalofhisfamily,hehadnochoicebutto

abandonhisfriendshipwithLevi.

Thelastthinghewantedwastoseehisfamilybeingannihilated.

"Why?"Leviwaspuzzled.



"Oh,Levi.Ihavelongfoundoutaboutyouridentity.You’rerelatedtotheGarrisonclanofOaklandCity!

That’swhyit’sfatedthatI’munabletoattendyourwedding."

"ButIhavealwaystreatedyouasmybestfriend!We’refriendsforlife!"

"Nevertheless,Istillcan’tattendyourwedding.IftheGarrisonclanfindsoutthatweareconnected,

theywilltargetmyfamily.Ijustwantmyparentstoliveouttheiryearsinpeaceandpreventthe

annihilationofmyfamily.Pleaseunderstandmypredicament.Thisistheendofourfriendship.Perhaps

wewillhavebetterluckinthenextlife."

Jasonhadchosenhisfamilyoverhisbestfriend.

"Jason,soyouarejustafraidthattheGarrisonclanwilltakerevengeonyourfamily.Don’tworry.As

longasI’maround,youdon’thavetofearthem.Justcometomywedding.Youdon’thavetobeafraid

ofthematall.I’lltakecareofeverything.Whoeverdarestotroubleyouwillfeelmywrath,includingthe

Garrisonclan."

LeviquicklyunderstoodwhyJasondeclinedhisinvitation.

WhyisJasonsoafraidofDamien?Withmearound,evenTyronecan’tdoanything,letaloneDamien.

"Ican’t,myfriend.Ijustcan’tbetmylifeonthis.Recently,Damianhasbeenkeepingtabsonme.That

ruthlessmanisalsolookingforyou,soyouhavetobemorecarefulandgointohiding.Ifhefindsyou,

you’redeadmeat!"

Afterofferinghisadvice,Jasonendedthecall.

Levifeltdepressedlisteningtothemonotonousdialtone.



SinceJasonwasunwillingtoaccepthisinvitation,therewasnopointinforcinghim.

HerespectedJason’sdecision.Afterall,choosingtoprotecthisfamilywastherightdecision.

TheGarrisonclan?HowcouldtheyfrightentheLowefamilytothisextent?

However,theirfearwasunderstandableastheGarrisonclanwastheHeadofErudia,thefirstamong

theancientfamilies.

Noonedaredtooffendthem.

Phoenix,whowasbesideLevi,informedhim,"Boss,Damienhasdeclaredthatanyonewhohasanything

todowithyouwillbepersecuted.Heprobablyplanstodestroyeveryonerelatedtoyou."

"NowonderJasonwasquakinginhisboots.It’sallDamien’sfault."

Levi’seyesflashedwithanger.

Damienisindeedrelentlessinhisefforttodestroyme,totheextentofhurtingeveryoneconnectedto

me.Damien,yourruthlessnesswillbethedeathofyou!

Levididn’teventhinkoftheGarrisonclanasathreat,letalonesomeonelikeDamien.

"Phoenix,getmeDamien’scontact.Iwanttotalktohim."

Innotime,Phoenixfoundit.



Whenthecallgotthrough,LeviheardDamien’svoiceoverthephone."Hello,whoisthis?"

"It’sLeviGarrison!"

AfterLeviannouncedhisidentity,thelinefellsilent.Allthatcouldbeheardwasheavybreathing.
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Afteralongsilence,thevoicespoke,"Y-Youdarecontactme?"

Levilaughed."Whynot?"

Doeshereallythinkhe’ssomebigshot?D*mnit,evenyourgrandfatherdoesn’thavethegutstotalkto

melikethat.

"Hahaha…NeverinmywildestdreamsdidIexpectyoutocallme."

Damien’slaughterwasheardovertheline.

"Whatisit?Areyoutryingtobegformercy?Haveyourealizedthefollyofyouractions?Areyoufinally

awarethattheGarrisonclancan’tbechallenged?Icanacceptyourpleas,butyouhavetokneelbefore

me!Hahaha…"Damienasked.

"Pleadformercy?Youshouldbetheonepleading,"Levisneered.

"Ifnotthat,whyareyouevencalling?"ItwasobviousfromDamien’stonethathewaspuzzled.



"Iheardthatyouwantedtopersecuteeveryoneconnectedtome?"Leviasked.

"That’sright.Anyonerelatedtoyouwillbedisposedof.IfoundoutthatJasonLoweofOaklandCitywas

oneofyourbestfriends.Hewillbethefirsttosuffermywrath.Whatdoyouthink?"Damienletouta

maniacallaugh.

"Howdareyou!"Levibellowed.

"Whatistheretostopme?Andyetyoustillwanttoinvitehimtoyourwedding?It’snevergoingto

happen.Withmearound,noonewilldaretoattendyourwedding,"Damienscoffed.

Levi’sgrinwidened."Fine,youshouldsittightandwait.Hewilldefinitelybeatmywedding.

Furthermore,ifyoudaretotouchanyonerelatedtome,Iwilldefinitelykillyou.Markmywords!"

"Hahaha…"

Damiendidn’ttakeLevi’swarningseriouslyatall.

"Isthereanyoneinthisworldwhodaresthreatenme?IguessyouarethefirstoneinErudia,"Damien

sneered.

HewastheprinceoftheGarrisonclanofOaklandCity,whilehisfatherwastheheirtotheforemost

ancientfamilyinErudia.

Apartfromthat,hismotherwasfromthesecondmostpowerfulancientfamilyinErudia—theGarcias.

Therefore,thebloodthatflowedinhisveinswasasnobleasitcouldpossiblybe.



Hewastheresultofthecombinationofgenesfromthefirstandsecondmostpowerfulancientfamilies.

Eversincehewasyoung,hewaspamperedandreceivedalotofattention.Whateverhewantedwas

giventohimunconditionally.

Besideshisprominentbackground,hisstrongcapabilitywasanotherreasonhewassofamousin

OaklandCity.

Therewasnooneinthisworldwhocouldthreatenhimasherepresentedthetwostrongestancient

familiesinErudia.

WithinErudia,onlyhehadsuchanillustriousbackground.

Therefore,noonedaredtooffendhim.

"Levi,howdareabastardlikeyouchallengeme?Askyourselfifyouareevenqualifiedtodoso.What

rightdoyouhave?MymotheristhedarlingofthesecondmostpowerfulancientfamilyinErudia,and

herbloodisthenoblestofthemall.OnlyshedeservestomarryFatherandjointheGarrisonclan."

Hecontinued,"Yourmotherisalowbornanddoesn’tdeservetomarryintotheGarrisonclan.Infact,

shedoesn’tevendeservetobeFather’smistress!Evenwhenwecomparecapabilities,youarejustthe

bossofMorrisGroup,andyetyou’reactingwithsuchimpunity?I’mmorepowerfulthanyoubya

thousandtimes!IcandestroytheMorrisGroupwithaflickofmyfinger."

"Sohowdareabastardlikeyoucomeandchallengeme?Iwillproveonbehalfofmyfatherthat

abandoningyouthenwastherightdecision.Noblebloodisalwaysstrongerthanthatofanylowborn.I

ampracticallyroyalty,whileyouarejustanobody.Youwillalwayshavetoworshipmyexistence!"

Damienbellowedlikeamaniac.

"Fine,fine,Igetit.Justshowmewhatyougot.IwanttoseeformyselfhowmuchtheGarrisonclan’s



noblebloodisworth,"Levirepliedwithalaugh.

HewaslookingforwardtoseeinghowcapableDamienwasafterallthattalk.Infact,hewantedtoverify

ifDamienwasreallyathousandtimesmorepowerfulthanhewas.

"Verywell.Justyouwait,Levi.Youwillbegrovelingatmyfeetsoonenough!"
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AfterLeviendedthecall,WhiteTiger’sexpressionturnedgrim.Herequested,"Boss,letmeheadto

OaklandCityandkillthatannoyingass."

LevilookedatWhiteTigerintently.

Intermsofstrength,WhiteTigerwouldhavenoproblemkillingDamieninhishome.Infact,hemight

evendosounscathed.

However,asitwasamatterrelatedtotheGarrisonclan,Levifeltitwasmoreappropriateforhimto

defeatDamienpersonallysothathecouldprovehimselftobothDamienandthewholeGarrisonclan.

Hewantedtoshowthemthatthe‘bastard’wasinfactathousandtimesmorepowerfulthanthoseof

nobleblood.

Furthermore,hewantedthemtoregrettheirdecisiontoabandonhim.

HewantedtoseeTyronegrovelonthefloorinremorse.Infact,thewholeGarrisonclanshouldbe

equallyrepentant.Theyshouldlearnthatevenordinarypeoplecancreatemiracles.

"Bytheway,DamienwillmoveagainsttheLowefamily.Hejustusedthemtothreatenme,sohe’s



definitelygoingtodoit,"Leviremarked.

"Whatshouldwedothen?"everyoneasked.

"Phoenix,canyoucheckifwehaveanyonenearOaklandCity?"Leviordered.

Withinthesesixyears,Levihadtrainedupmanyelitemilitarysquads.

Despitetheirsmallnumbers,everyoneofthemwasformidableandhadimpressivecombatabilities.

"Boss,theDragonWarriorsareinOaklandCity."

Phoenixfoundtherelevantsquadinashorttime.

"Alright,ordertheDragonWarriorstoprotecttheLowefamilyfromtheshadows.Makesuretheydon’t

makeanymistakes,"Leviinstructed.

AfterPhoenixgavetheorder,shereported,"Sir,wedidn’texpectthatamongtheDragonWarriors,one

ofthemisamemberoftheGarrisonclanofOaklandCity."

Levilaughedwhenheheardit.

ThatsoldierwaslikelytheprideoftheGarrisonclanandyetwasjustoneofLevi’smanysubordinates.

AttheLoweresidenceinOaklandCity,Erudia.



JasonwaskneelinginthemeetinghallwhiletheeldersoftheLowefamilywereadmonishinghim.

"Lookatwhatyouhavedone!Whydidyoumakefriendswithabastard!"

"Doyouknowyouarethedeathofourfamily?Damienhasorderedhismentocomeforus,andthey

arearrivinganytimesoon."

"TheLowefamilyearnedtherighttobeanancientfamilythroughtheirachievementsinthearmy.A

fewyearsago,weevenreceivedtheParagonSeal.However,notonlydidyounotcontinuethefamily’s

legacy,butyoualsocausedthefamily’sdownfall."

EveryoneintheLowefamilylamentedtheirimpendingfate.

TheParagonSealwasmadetocommemoratethevictoryoftheGodofWarovertheEighteen-Nation

Alliance.Itwasthenawardedtoallthemilitaryfamiliesthatdistinguishedthemselfinbattle.

TheLowefamilyreceivedone,anditwastheprideoftheentirefamily.

"What’stheuseofhavingaParagonSealwhenourfamilyhassomeonelikeyou?Wearegoingtobe

wipedoutanyway.Whydidyoumakefriendswithabastardlikethat?"EveryoneintheLowefamily

cursed.

Jasonwasdevastatedbytheangsthewasgetting.

TheLowefamilywasconsideredanobscurefamilybyOaklandCity’sstandards.Comparedtothetop

ancientfamily,theywerenodifferentfrominsects.

Verysoon,aconvoyofcarsstoppedattheentrancetotheLoweresidence.



Anundeniablyhandsomemanalighted,buthehadaviciousexpressionon.

Behindhimwerehundredsofformidablefighters,andafewhundredmorewereinhidingjusttoensure

hissecurity.

Otherthanthat,everystreetnearbywasfilledwiththeirconvoyswhichcouldarriveinfiveminutes

whenevertheywereneeded.

Furthermore,thereweretensofhelicopterscirclingintheskywhichcouldlandinjustaminute.

Onlyonemancouldmobilizesuchanimpressivedisplayofforce—DamienGarrison.

However,hewastheretoannihilatetheLowefamily.

HewasthefavoritesonofthetwomostpowerfulancientfamiliesinErudia.

Asnoonewantedanyharmtocometohim,thesecurityaroundhimwasimpregnable,totheextent

thatthereweremenbesidehimwhosesolepurposewastosacrificetheirlivestosavehimatthecrucial

moment.


